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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The letters and papers , which are copies or draughts , 
are noted in the margin. Moft of the other letters, which 
are not thus diftinguifhed, were either written or figned by 
the correfp on dents. In the table of contents, the author 
has endeavoured as much as poffible to difcriminate the 
refpe&ive papers and letters by appropriate marks. 

The autographs, with a . 

The letters which were only figned by the corre- 
fpondents, with f 

The draughts, with d . 

The autograph draughts, a . d. 

Thofe which are doubtful or uncertain, have no mark. 

Tranflations, with t . , 

As the printer has in a few i-nftances omitted the word 
copy in the margin, the copies are alfo diftinguifhed by c* 

It may be neceffary, however, to apprife the reader* 
that 'moft of tbefe Gopr^^ from the 

originals or official, or were taken by the order, and under 
the infpefition of the original writers. 

Four plates are given, containing fac fimiles of the hand¬ 
writing of George the firft, George the fecond, queen 
Caroline, fir Robert Walpole, the Pretender, and of many 
others, whofe letters appear in the correfpondence. 
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ERRATA, 


Page 5, line 6 
— — 60, — 8 

79 > 

—92, — 12, 

- 97 , 

-- 195, — 20, 

- 197,' — II, 

—— 263 , 

- 299, — 15, 

*- 300, — 8, 

- 316, ■— 5 

—— 3 I 8 > - I 2 

- 397 > — ' 3 > 

■- 448> — 9 > 

- 5 ° 7 » — 4 

- 519, — 18, 

620, — 12, 


from bottom, for Laintin , read Quintin. 
for their, read they. 

from bottom, infert can before render. 
read Secretary Stanhope to Stephen Poynix . 
before majefty, infert 

the heads of the letter fhould be, Jacolitifm lofes ground in the home counties— 
the inland and weftern parts of England and Wales, &c. 
for Henden, read Heydon. 
after above, a comma, 
for £«», infert Cardinal Fleury. 

the letter dated July 23—Aug. 3, Ihould precede that dated Aug. 12, 261. 
after will, infert be. 
for of, read to. 

from bottom, after will, infert be. 
from bottom, for letter, read latter. 
after unpunilhed, a comma. 

for thence, read hsnce<_ — * - ' 

from bottom, after oppofition , infert who. 
for George the Firfi, read George the Second. 
for count, read countefs , line 13, for Dr. read don. 
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Anno 


f f 0 N T E N T S, 

Page 

>. 1710 

May 21. 

Robert Walpuk-to the duke-of Marlborough ,;,d t «• . 

|6 


June 2. 

The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole , , — 

28 


May 29. 

The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole . *■——• 

19 

— ' 

June 3. 

Robert Walpole to the duke of Marlborough a 

20 

_ 

June 12. 

The duk** -r • ’ ■ r* « ■ e WY.-o’c , -- 

21 


June 6, 

v jert Walpole to the duke of Marlborough a., * -— 

22 

ib« 


JU'T ' \ 

The duke of Marlborough to Rebel t Walpole a* »•-•»-- 

23 


2. 

Robert Walpo’j n <*.;• du.. r ' 0: Marlborc.igh .. k ' " *•- .— 

24 

. 

June 6. 

Robe;: Walpole to the duke of Marlborough a. d. »- 

25 


June 23. 

The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. ».— 

26 


June 24 . 

Horace Walpole to Robert Walpole a. .. 

ib. 


June ay. 

Sir Richard Temple to Robert Walpole a. ... 

27 


June 27. 

Robert Walpole to lord Tovvnfliend a. d. ——. 


— 

June 30. 

The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. 

30 


July x. 

Horace Walpole to Robert Walpole a . -- 

ib* 

— 

J ttl y 5 * 

The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole a. ——-• 

31 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Tan. : 


The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole 
Horace Walpole to Robert Walpole a. 
Horace Walpole to Robert Walpole a. 

Lord Tovvnlhend to general Stanhope a. 

The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole 
The duke of Marlborough to Robert Walpole 
Secretary St. lohn to — — Drummond e. 

) o.. Jour, to -- iJruinmond r. 


* 7*4 Aug. y. The earl of Clarendon to febretaiy Bromley a. —__ 

—— Aug. 15# The earl of Clarendon to fecretary Bromley a. - 

Anfwer of queen Anne to the memorial of tlu lr eleftonl highneffcc 


ib@ 

32 

ib» 

34 

iL 
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35 

36 
39 

43 


. PERIOD THE SECOND. 

From the Acceffion of George I. to the South Sea Scheme. 


1714 


1720 . 


Anno 

1752 Sept, a*. 


Horace Walpole to the Rev. Usury Etough •*, 
Robwt Walpole tojord Townfhend a. 

Lvi d Tovrattal to Hontee Wa*: ufe Jl 
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PERIOD THE THIRD. 

From the South Sea A6t to the Death of George the Firth 


Period III. 
1720 to 1727. 




Correfpohdence and Papers' principally relating to* the -South Sea Affi. 


1720 Jan, 24. 

Feb. 2. 

-—- May 7. 

. .. July 8. 

^- July I 2 - 

July 14. ' 

■-— July 15- 

— Sept. 13^ 
Sept. 27. 

’ 061 . 11. 
—— 061 . 13". 

•- Nov. 1. 

——s.JfctoY, 2Q. 
—— .Mate'.*. 4 ■ 


——> Dec. 10. 
—— Dec. 13. 
•—— Dec. 22. 

1721 Jan. 19. 

—- Feb - 4 *~ . 
wp—« March 7. 
—— March 9. 
——< March ii. 
• March 16 
■ — April 22. 
—7— May 24. 
7-7—« June 10. 

1722 Feb. 2. 


3722 May 29. 
r~~ Aug. 4 , 
■— Au & 45 ' 


Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton ai 

Thomas Brodrick to lor'd Middleton a, * 

William Pulteney to Daniel Pulteney a, ’ 

Secretary Craggs to earl Stanhope a. 

Secretary Craggs to earl Stanhope a. • 

Secretary Craggs to Daniel Pulteney a»‘ 

Secretary Craggs to earl Stanhope a. 

Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton a. 

Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton a . 

Mr. Jacombe to Robert Walpole a . ’ 

Mr. Jacombe to Robert Walpole a . 

Mr. Jacombe to Robert Walpole a. 

Willia»-iPulteney to Daniel Pulteney a». 

Dtmmmoa^TJaalelTWteney* «•’ 

Jlr. Eckerfal to Daniel ]?ujt?a@y 
Robert Walpole to the King a, d. 

Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton a. 1 

Thomas Brodrick to loid Middleton a. 

Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton a. 

Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton a> 

Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton a, , „• 

Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton a* 

Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton 
, Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton a. 

, Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton a. 

Thomas Brodrick to lord Middleton a. 

Saint John Brodrick to lor 4 Middleton. 

Saint John Brodrick,to lc*rd Middlpton a. 

Mr. Aiflabie to Robert Walpole a. 

Letters and* Pipers relating to Atterdufy. 

Robert Walpole to Iiorace Walpole a. . - 

,, Bifhop Atterbury, to Robert-^alpple ,<z. , 1 ., , . 

..Robert Walpole to bijhop Attejbury c,. : . * 
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Period IIT. Ann* 

? 20 to 1727.1736 

1742 
1744 

^ 7 37 


J:a. 5. Lord Bolingbrokc to fir WiL am Wycdham - 

Feb. 20* Lord Bolingbrokc to firs”Wilb im Wyndham a. —-- 

Oct. 30. Lord Bolingbrokc to lord cl% ce n or Hardwicke V. a *-~— 
Nov, 12. Lord‘Bolingbrokc to lord Ha^ w j c k e a , —— 

Sept. ij. Etough’s minutes of -a converi. fc j on w ith ilr Robert Walpole a* 


Fage 

535 

1# 

54® 

341 


1723 


1724 

* 7 *i 

1723 

1724 


Letters and Pa§er$ relating to ^food’s Patent 

■ >-. , *vV - • 

Duke iff Grafton to the archbilhop ofD udju ' i. — 
Bake of Grafton to Robert Walpole a. ■ 

Robert Walpole to tite duke of Grafton a **■ 

Duke of Grafton to lord Townfher l a. *- 

Duke of Newcaftle to lord Townfbe;;! *• 

■ of Graftotf to Rdbtett Walpole . - 

Duke of Graftms to Mbfft Walpole i. 

Lori Carteret to she a ^ra&ao *- 

Rdtart W#4«4#^ ;> #1 r * •* 

M** 1 3 ' **5* ^ ^ - 

loti % iij tfcr duke vf Nr* ;JHe „ 

Rofcen 7 « alpo’e $3 otd T. , " ‘ * 

Robert Walpole m lord Townihend c. 

Lord Midleten to Aka Brodrick a, ' ’ 

Lord Midleton to TUfWtas Brodrick a* 

Saint Joan Brodrick to lord Midlers:: a. 

Saint John Brodrick to lord M idle ton a, 

■mm jm& «. ' 

" ~ -Saint Jobs Brodrick to lord Midleton a . 

MarcbTiw' Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton *2, 

March 24. 4 *Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton *. 

April tS. Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton a. 

April 14. * Saint John Brodrick to lord Midleton -i, 

April if, 'Saint John Brodrick to lord Midhr; ?, 

Mty IB, "* *Saint.John Brodrick to lord Midl^ 

Thorites Brodrick to lord Midi*-* ’ 

Lord Midleton to Thotaas Brod rV 
Lord Midleton to Thomas B ?ocr.,:& 


Jan. 24. 
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Aug. 31. 
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Period IIL Anno 
720101727,1725 O&. 21* 
- • — Sept. 29. 

' — oa. 21. 

— “Nov. 15. 
—— Dec. 10. 

3725 Dec. 18. 

3726 Feb. 10. 
*— June 19. 


Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend r/- " 

Lord Carteret to Richard Edgecumbe c» — 

Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend r. 4 -— -r — 1 * 

Lord Townfhend -to the duke of Newcaftle c* * * 1 -■—» 

Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend r. . .. . 

Lord Townfhend’s fketch of a fpeech for the enfuing feftions d* 

Lord Townfhend to hr Robert Walpole c. *. .. . 

Thomas Brodrick to lord Midleten a* » ■ — 

Sir Robert Walpole to bifhop Frejus r. .. —— » 


Page 

486 

488 

489 

490 

491 

493 

494 - 

495 

497 


1726 April 23. Count Palm to the Emperor t* 

— May 16. Pozobueno'to Ripperda t. 

‘ May 23. Pozobueno to Ripperda /. 

—— May 30. Pozobueno to Ripperda f. 

*- Dec. 13. Count Palm to the Emperor 

— — Dec. 17. Count Palm to the Emperor u 

.. . Dec. 21. SizendorfF to Palm ?. 

r- 1 ■ Dec. 27* RIva to the duke of Modena t. 


498 

499 

500 
502 
5°4 
5°7 

511 

512 


1727 March 14., Sir Charles Wager to fir Robert Walpole a* *- 513 

«— May 22. Horace Walpole to Stephen Poyntz £• »■ .—■ 515 

June 27. Sir Cyril Wyck to Stephen Poyntz —.— ib * 


From the” Acceffion of George the Second to the 
Refignation of Lord Townihend. 


1727 to 1730. 


Anno Page 

1727 June 24. Lord Townfhend to the King 516 

July 1. The duke of Newcaftle to Thomas Robinfon — - - 7 $ij 

*—• — ■ ■■ ■ The duke of Newcaftle to the earl of Waldegrave i 5 . 

July 7. The duke of Newcaftle to the earl of Waldegrave w—— 518 

— Aug. 9. The duke of Newcaftle to the earl of Waldegrave / — l.—... '518 

Minutes of a converfation with Mr. Scrope a* . •——» 519 

Notu 


Notes from Lori Townfhend to George the Second , with the King's Anfwers, 


-Anno ' Page 

1728 July 2. Lord Townfhend to the King Jl , 520 

The King in reply a. . 521 

1728 July 26. Lord Townlhend to the King J » —— ■ .- ib. 

The King in reply a, »———. - ibm 

1728 Sept. 20. Lord Townfhend to the King J —- ■ —« ibm 

—* Sept. 24. . Lord Townlhend to the King /. ——.« 522. 

The King in reply a. **——« ib» 

1728 Nov. 6. Lord Townfhend to the King yC ^——— 523 

The King in reply ..■ „.„ ibm 

Lord Townfhend to the King f» » ■?-. . ibm 

The King in reply a. --- ibm 

Lord Townfhend to the King f. « ... --- 524. 

The King in reply a . »-— 525 

L,ord Townfhend to the King yl ib m 

The King in reply a. —— . . ib m 

1728 Dec. 3. Lord Townfhend to the King f* w——« 526 

The King in reply a» — . .■« 

1728 Dec. Lord Townfhend to M. de Schleinitz d% —.— ibm 

1729 April 13. Lord Townfhend to the King J. —■.— 527 

The King in reply a. -.. ibm 

Lord Townfhend to the King f. —.— 528 

The King in reply a, § ibm 

Lord Townfhend to the King Jl — ih m 

The King in reply a . ——"... ; ■■ ib m 

Lord Townfhend’s conference with count Kirafki r. ——■ ibm 

3729 0 &. 5. Lord Townfhend to the King f* 

The King in reply a* .. jjj- 

1729 Aug. 31# Lord Townfhend to the King f % * ... ib. 

The King in reply —.-.. . 

1729 Dec. 8. Lord Townfhend to the King y; —- ib. 

The King in reply 4. , *533 

1729 Dec. 8. Lord Townfhend. to the King Jl ' —.. n m 

1730 Feb. 8. Lord Townlhend to the King /. — .. 534, 

The King in reply <?. a-.„ ib. 

Lord Townfhend to the King J —■. ibm 

The King in reply a. —— jjy 

1730 Feb, 8. Lord Townfhend to the King /. % »-- 

The King in reply a* ^ 
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Period IV. Anna 
1727101730 . *73° 


1727 


1728 


Feb* 19 . Lord Townfhend to the King f 
The King in reply a. 

Lord Townfhend to the King f. 

The King in reply a. 

Lord Townfhend to the King f. 

The King in reply a. * 

Lord Townfhend to the King / 

The King in reply a. * 

Lord Townfhend to the King f. 

The King in reply a. 

Lord Townfhend to the King /. , 

The King in reply a. 

Lord Townfhend to the King /. 

The King in reply a > 

. Lord Townfhend to the King /. 

The King in reply a. 

Lord Townfhend to the King /. 

The King in reply a. 

Lord Townfhend to the King 
The King in reply a. 

Lord Townfhend to the King f m 
Aug. 9. Horace Walpole to fir Robert Walpole a. 

Nov. 11. Horace Walpole to fir Robert Walpole a. 

Sir Robert Walpole to the Hon. Thomas Townfhend 
Jan. 24. Horace Walpole to the earl of Waidegrave a. 

Feb. z. George Tilfon to the earl of Waidegrave a. 

Feb. 12. Horace Walpole to the earlotW-aldegrave _ 

Feb. 15. Horace Walpole to the earl of Waidegrave ai 

Feb. 22. De la Faye to the earl of Waidegrave a. 

March 7. George Tilfon to the earl of Waidegrave a. 

March 11 . De‘la Faye to the earl of Waidegrave a. 



a . 


Page 

s 35 

536 

a. 

ib. 

537 
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53B 

lbm 
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ib. 

541 
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544 

545 
ib. 

546 
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ib. ■ 
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549 
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Spmley Onflow’s Remarks on various Parts of Sir Robert Walpole’s ConiuS, 
and Anecdotes of the principal Leaders of the Oppofition. 

s. 

Chapter the firft c. 

Chapter the fecond c» 

--- 553 


7 **+*.*1. 


CONTENTS. 


Letters relating to Ripper da* 

Dec. 7. The Pretender to the duke of Ripper da c* 

Dec. 17. William Stanhope to lord Townfhend <r. ~ 

Dec. 27. William Stanhope to lord Townfhend r. —» 

Jan. 29. The Emperor to the duke of Ripperda /. —^-«» 

Feb. 4. William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaftle d. ►- — > 

Feb. 9. The Pretender to the duke of Ripperda c. . .— 

Feb. ii. William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaftle d. « 

March 4. The Pretender to the duke of Ripperda c. — . - 

March 9- The Emperor to the duke of Ripperda t. . 

March 25. William Stanhope to the duke-of Newcaftle d. 

April 11. William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaftle d. »—■.— ^ 

May 13. William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaftle d, 

May 25. William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaftle d. —.— 

. . . — William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaftle d> —. . 

June 3. The duke of Newcaftle to Horace Walpole ..— 

June 15. Benjamin Keene to the duke of Newcaftle c. ■. 

July 30. William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaftle c, . 

Sept. 13. Benjamin Keene to the duke of Newcaftle c* — ■ —— 

061 . 8. Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend a* ■..* 

061 . 9. Lord. Townfhend to Mr. Corbiere «...-- 

061 . io» Lord Townfhend to Mr. Corbiere » 

Mr. Corbiere to lord Townfhend a*. 

Lord Townfhend to the King .—» 

061 . 18. The duke of Ripperda to monfieor Troye u — 

Nov. 2. Lord Townfhend to fir Robert Walpole -. 

061 . 26. Baron of Ripperda to the duke of Ripperda t* --- 

Nov. 2. Ripperda to his Son t, —.-., 

061 . 26. Duke of Ripperda to his Son t. -.„. 

061 . 27. William Stanhope and Horace Walpole to the duke of Newcaftle 

061 . 30. Baron de Ripperda to the duke of Ripperda t. J —-- 

Jan. 7. The duke of Ripperda to fir Robert Walpole —.* 

May 14. De la Faye to Horace Walpole a* -.■-,« 

May 25. The duke of Newcaftle to William Stanhope c* .. . 

June 4. The duke of Newcaftle to William Stanhope c. — .* 

June 8. William Stanhope to the duke of Newcaftle c. —-- 

June 9. Stephen Poyntz to lord Townfhend a. .—- 

June 14.' The duke of Newcaftle to William Stanhope c* - .— ~ 

——— Lord Townfhend to Stephen Poyntz d. «.— . 

July 10. Sir Robert Walpole to lord Townfhend a. »..■— 

June 28. The duke of Wharton to Horace Walpole a* . . .» 
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- Aug. 14. 
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1730 
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April 15. 
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June 23. ' 
June 
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April 4. 

April 12, 
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The duke of Wharton to Horace Walpole a* 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Original Correfpondence and authentic Papers. 


PERIOD THE FIRST. 

To the Acceffion of George the Firft; 

1700—1714. 


1700. 


FRANCIS HARE* TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Congratulates him on his marriage. 

DEAR BOB, • ■ Auguft 8, 1700, 

Y OUR brother communicated tome the news you fent him laft night. Period I. 

I condoled upon the occafion, told him he mu ft now lay a fide all V°° w 1 ? 1 
thoughts of being cider brother, and that he had nothing left but to ftudy 1700. 

hard. What he has to fay in anfwer to your news he tells me you fhall hear Orford 

this poll. Deareft Bob, for my own part I have fo much defired to fee this Pa P ers * 
day, efpecially fince I faw H. Bland, that I cannot but take the firft opportu¬ 
nity to give you joy. There is no friend I wilh better to, none, for whom I 
fhould be more concerned for their doing that-well, on which their bappinefs • 
fo much depends. Dear Bob, though I am a ftranger both to the perfon and 
character of your lady, I dare truft your judgment in the Choice you have 
made, and therefore heartily congratulate your conclufion of this affair, and 
with you all the joy that a lady agreeable to yourfelf can give you j and then 

* Afterwards bifhop of Chichefter. 
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I am fure I can wifh you nothing more: if I were to draw your lady's pic¬ 
ture by your own, I fhould have before me fo many good qualities, as muft 
needs make her very agreeable and you very happy. But I muft not by a 
long letter fteal from your lady the minutes which you have made her’s. Tis 
odds but this finds you either with her or thinking of her, and a long letter . 
■would only be a long interruption, therefore I ihall add nothing further, but 
to wifh you all in one word, wifh you may be as happy in your lady as fhe 
will be in you. Thefe are. Dear Bob, the fincereft wifhes of your very affec¬ 
tionate, &c. 

D. B. You will pardon the bafte of this, and conclude, that if I had been 
lefs a friend, I Ihould have written with more care. 

FRANCIS HARE TO ROBERT WALPOLE- 
Condoles with him on the death of his father.—Hopes he will anfwer the 

expc&ations of his friends. 

DEAR SIR, . November 16, 1700. 

J Hope with this you receive your brother fafe after a tedious and melancholy 
journey ; and defire you would let him come back as foon as you can, bis 
abfence being at prefent very inconvenient for him. I ftxould upon this occa- 
fion fuggeft fuch confiderations as might alleviate the fence of your great lofs? 
but the very little time I have had fince I heard it is run away in thinking 
whether I fhould write or no. The refpeft due to your father’s memory, 
and .the great affeftion I owe to and have for yourfelf make me not know how 
not to write; and yet the trouble and affli&ion this finds you under, for the- 
lofs of fo near and dear a friend, which your good nature I am fure gives you 
a very tender fence of, makes me think writing but an interruption, and un- 
re afon able. Give me leave. Dear Bob, at leaft to fay thus much, that the firft 
reflection this news gave me was, that you had a great deal more reafon to be 
glad it did not happen fooner, than you have to be forry that it has happened 
now, which added to the long expectations and apprehenfions you have been a 
great while ufed to, together with the very little "comfort he had in living, or 
was ever like to have, thefe confiderations I think will very much abate the 
tendereft fence of your beft nature for the lofs of the deareft friend. Dear 
Boh, I cant forbear putting you in mind how many eyes you have now upon 
you, and there is no greater happinefs I can wifh you than to anfwer the ex¬ 
pectations you have raifed in thofe that know you ; I with pleafure reckon 
myfelf in that number, and defire you would always believe to be with the 
greateft fincerity, 8cc. 


HORACE. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


3 


3702. 


Period I. 
17001:01714, 


HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE* 

Mentions the difcontents among the jelloujs of St. John's college , on his fecond- 
ing the motion for abjuring the pretended prince of Wales. 

DEAR BROTHER, February 28, 1701—2. 

N° fooner had I enquired whether I fhould be expelled for flaying fo 1702. 

long, but I was told that you would be excommunicated ; for the mafler, Orford 
tutor, pupils, fophs, batchelors, and all that are non-jurors of St. John’s, or * >a P en * - 
all that are as bad as non-jurors, are refolved to iffue a bull againft you, for 
fpeeching it againft them, and their little dapper king the other fide of the 
water: fome fay you moved, but no one feconded you, others that you 
moved but the fpeaker reprimanded you, with a long fpeech in commendation 
of Dr.. G—r. But I am told that Mr. H—d’s account is, that you vehe¬ 
mently inveighed againft Dr. G—r, that though mailer of a college he never 
took the oaths himfelfe, and tolerated thirty-five non-jurors fellows, of the 
college. As foon as I recovered myfelfe from this violent attack, and with a 
mouthfull of fweet air was refreflied from the flrong jacobiticall blall, I an- 
fwered, I was fure my brother would never be afhamed to own out of the 
houfe, what he had fpoke within, efpecially in fupporting this government, 
and removing all obftacles againft it, that there was no need of fathering lies 
upon him, for I believe he had fayd truth enough to doo the non-juror’s 
bufinefs; that you feconded the motion for their taking the oath of abjura¬ 
tion, and it paft without opposition at all; and laftly allur’d ’em, this houfe 
of commons was no whetflone for jacobiticall teeth, and therefore they might 
bark long enough without biting; and by a late* inftance their ftrength 
proved fo weak in this Univerfity that all they cou’d fay or doe, wou’d 
make ’em no dangerous enemies to any hut themfelves, and fo left ’em to 
confider whether they could not fwallow an oath for excluding a fiflitious 
prince, and popifli fuperftition hereafter, as well as they cou’d lies and 
fcandall againft thofe that are for maintaining the prefent lawfull king and the 
proteftant religion, and I believe they are not better fatisfyed with my defence 
of you than they were before with Mr. H—d’s accufation. 

* alludes to the ele&xon of Henry Boyle, who was chofen member for the Univerfity ia 
ojipofiuon to the tories and Jacobites. . 
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Period I. Poor John Willis begins to grudge the thanks he gave you, for refigning, 
1 700101714 , |- Qr k v t y s oalb c £ abjuration you are going to undo the kindnefs you did 
him before, but I am apt to believe his golden fellowfhip will prove a fufficient 
vehicle for fuch a bitter pill. 

I 7 ° 3 * 

JAMES STANHOPE* TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Pr-ejfes him, in the name of his friends, to attend parliament. 

DEAR SIR, London, October 28, 1703. 

i7°3* gEVERAL of your friends having heard that you doe not defign to come 
Crford ^ up till Chriftmas, I am commiffioned by a full committee of them to ex- 
?a P ers » populate with you,if it be fo. My lord Hartington, lord Halifax, Mr* 
Smith, and lord Sunderland, are particularly folicitous about it, and doe 
think that for what concerns the publick, you had as good not come at all. 
Having thus told you their opinions, I do not fuppofe any thing I can fay 
from myfelf will be of any weight; but you will eafily believe that 1 fhould 
be very gladd both on the publick and my own account, to have your good 
company for the little time I fhall have to be amongft you, and I fancy we 
fhall have fome fport before the king of Spainf can fail. My lord Corn¬ 
wallis has promifed us to ufe his intereft to fend you to us. Your brother 
Shorter fcems very well pleafed with his defigned expedition. Pray give my 
moil humble fervice to your lady, and believe that I am with great fincerity 
dear W.. your molt affectionate, &c. 


1704. 

spencer Compton j to Robert walpole. 

Report that Harley is to quit the chair;—Strongly prtjfes him to attend 

parliament . 

O&ober 12, 1704. 

I 7 ° 4 < ]S^OT having heard from you fince I writ laft, I was in hopes to have feen 

Orford you in town by this time j if a letter would not be too great a trouble I 

Papers. 0 y * 

* Afterwards earl Stanhope. 

t The archdike Charles, afterwards emperor, acknowledged king of Spain by the allies, 
in oppofition to Philip, duke of Anjou, whom Louis XIV. fupported. 

t Afterwards lir Spencer Compton, fpeaker of the'houfe of commons, and earl of Wil¬ 
mington. ~ 


fhould 
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fhould be glad to know whether you defign to be in town at the opening of the 
fefifions. It is now reported afrefh that Mr. Harley will quit the chair, and 
that the court will fet up the follicitour, but that the other tories will try for 
Mr. Bromley ; I do not know whether you will think this conteft worth your 
attendance, but fure fome good may be ftruck out of this divifion. Lord 
Hartington continues ill of the gout, and Mr. Smith has a defluxion on his 
eyes, and if Mr. Walpole fhould be abfent, the poor whigs mull lofe any ad¬ 
vantage that may offer itfelf, for want of a leader. I hope therefore you will 
not difapoint your friends, who all defire your company, but none with more 
earneftnefs and fincerity than, &x. 


Period 
1700 to 1 


1706. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE.* 

Suppofes the fiege of Barcelona to he raifed.—Reports of changes in the admini- 
Jiration not authenticated.—The commiffioners for the union with Scotland 
principally all whigs.—Will probably agree in a fcheme to be laid before the 
parliament. 

DEAR HORACE, Way the 13th, 1706.. 

J Received your letter from Lifbon, and likewife your fecond from 
Gibraltar. I take this opportunity of writing to you by Mr. Tinback, who 
I hope will find his excellency upon duty in Barcelona, which we take for 
granted is relieved by the ftlcnce of all the French letters that have conic by the 
three laft mails, butt have yett noc particulars.—The wine for the duke of 
Someriet, &c. is come iafe, and proves very good. I fhall drink your good 
health in it, and wifh you all the good fucccff'e imaginable. 

I am butt juft returned from Norfolk, and found the town full of expecta¬ 
tions of alterations and removes: butt there has been nothing done, except 
fir J. Bland turned out and fucceeded by fir W. St. Laintin in the revenue 
of Ireland.—I fuppofe you have heard of the commiffion of an union with 
Scotland : ’tis altogether conftituted of whigs, lords, and commoners; lord 
Somers, lord Wharton, lord. Townfend, See. j the fpeaker, lord Harting¬ 
ton, Mr. Boyle, See. ; one and thirty for each nation. They meet daily, and 
are very bufy. What propofitions are on foot is a great fecrett, butt they 

* Horatio, afterwards lord Walpole, was at this period private fecretary to James, afterwards 
earl Stanhope, embaffador to the archduke Charles, acknowledged king of Spain by the allies, 
who was then engaged in defending Barcelona. 
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Period I. feem to think the commiffioners of both nations -will certainly agree in a fcheme 
11700*01714 . to be laid before the two parliaments.- 

Lord Hallifax is gone over to Hanover to prefent the garter to the young 
.prince, the aft: for the naturalization of the princefs Sophia, and the Regency-aft. 

_My brother Gal.* continues ftill upon the Lynn ftation, where he finds the 

fweet that tempts him to continue there, contrary to my opinion : -’tis not yet 
known whither fir Cloudefly Shovel goes j but an expedition feems refolved 

upon, with a body of land forces on hoard to be commanded by myf. 

who has his commiffion already ; butt I fuppofe ..... of this defign waits 
the fate of Barcelona. I fhall be mightily glad to fee your next dated from 
Barcelona. Give a thoufand fervices to his excellency. Methinks it would 
read very well to fee Madrid at the top of a letter. When I know where to 
write to you I lhall fend you the occurrencys of this place, as what paffes 
among you will be very acceptable to. Dear Brother, See. 


1707. 


ROBERT WAT POLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Proceedings , in the houfe oj commons fmee his departure.—Lord Rivers's ex¬ 
pedition.—Scotch union.—Continuance of the hank. 

DEAR HORACE, February 1 1 , 1706—7. 

1707. j Take this opportunity to give you a fttort account of our proceedings fince 
Stanhope y OCL i e ft us . All things were very quiett .in parliament till the Chriftmas 
Papers, holidays, p, ut the cabals of that receffe produced frefh play: the firft attack 
was in the committee of fupply, where a demand was made for niqe hundred 
and odd thoufand pounds advanced to the duke of Savoy and prince Eugene, 
. expended on my lord Rivers’s expedition over and above the fupplies given 

the laft feffion of parliament; they carried this foe far that they moved a cen- 
fure upon the miniftry for it; it was a long and warm debate, and upon the 
divifion we carried it in favour of the fervice, 211 againft 105. There has 
little happened fince very materiall till the Scotch union came before us; they 
debated it at firft and fpoke direftly againft the firft article of the union, but 
could make nothing of it, foe that we proceeded through all the articles in 

* Galfridus, third furviving brother. " He was captain of the Lion in queen Anne’s war3, 
and was attacked by five French fhips on the coaft of Italy againft three Englifh, two of which 
deferted him, but his own he brought off after fighting bravely, and having his arm fhot off.” 
Aides Walpolianse, p. 43. 

-f Words torn off,—probably, lord Rivers. . 


the 
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the comittee, which were yefterday reported, and agreed to in the houfe with- Period I. 
out any amendments, and a bill orderfed for the ratification of the articles. 1 , 7 <mo i71 4 ; 
There came a bill From the lords for the fecurity of the church upon the 
union ; this afforded new matter of debate.- The enemy would have amended 
the bill, in which the whole defign was to refledl upon the t archbifhop or 
bifliops who drew the bill, but we would admitt of noe alterations. The 
divifion was-208, 167, that I hope - now we lhall hear noe more of the church, 
having paffed that bill without any amendement. We are going this day 
into the comittee of ways and means, when the continuance of the bank 
will be the fubjeEt of debate j it will meet all the oppofition the party is able 
to make, but by our former fucceffe I queftion not but we {hall get this over. 

This will be good news for his excellency, for bank-ftock will rife at leaft 
twenty per cent, and Croply John will make the moft of it. There has been 
noe alteration or remove fince you left England, nor doe I- hear of any fuch- 
difeourfe. 

I hope your mafter* is better fatisfied fince your arrivall than I hear he' 
has been. I underftand the tenor of all his late letters has been to defire 
leave to come home ; I have nothing to doe nor am I proper to advife him, 
but I cannot but think, fince the government fhows fuch a difpofition to 
make him eafy-in all things reafonable, it will not look altogether foe well,. 
for him to quitt a fervice he is foe far engaged in, contrary to the fenfe of all- 
his friends, but this is nothing to me.- 

I cannot tell what reception you have mett with from your' great generall; 

I hear he has expreffed himfelf very familiarly with you and your mailer in 
fome of his letters, and very ill returned the tenderneffe and caution that you 
fhowed in regard to him; I heartily wifh his excellency and you allprofpe- 
rity and fucceffe, and am with the greateft fincerity yours moft affetlionately.. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


Apologifes for not -writing fooner , on account of his ffer's marriage.—Parlia-- 
mentary proceedings.—Changes in the fubordinate offices of government. ■ 

DEAR HORACE,. London, May 19, 1707. 

J Received both your letters from Valentia, and mu ft afk your pardon if I I 7 a 7 * 
have miffed any opportunities of writing to'you, becaufe I have been Stanhope 
thefe two months in Norfolk, from whence I have but juft returned. My- 
ftay there was chiefly owing to a match that is now concluded betwixt my 


* General Stanhope. 


filler 
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filter Sufan and Mr. Hamond’s fon ; the terms were too confiderable I 
thought to be refufed. He fettles 250 1 . per annum, in land, after his deceafe, 
400 1. per annum for prefent maintenance for the young people, who are to 
have my filter’s fortune for their own ufe, and he gives them 500 1. more to 
begin the world with, and promifes 5000/. more in money. 

I think all is well, the writings are drawing, and I believe they will be 
married in a fortnight, and I hope in God we lhall be able to difpofe of poor 
Dolly* very well too. 

There has been a great deal to doe here in my abfence occalioned by a 
fudden and unufuall prorogation of the parliament upon account of a bill 
the commons fent up to the lords in relation to frauds carrying on in Scot¬ 
land by importing prohibited goods, which after the union were to be re¬ 
landed in England; the lords would not pafle the bill, nor would they rejeft 
it, but hoped by a prorogation to give the commons an opportunity to recant, 
and bring in another bill that might not infring upon the union, as they ap¬ 
prehended this did, but the commons were ftubbom and fent them the fame 
bill again ; that the queen was forced at laft to interpofe and determine the 
difpute by putting an end to the parliament. The feverall particulars of this 
matter are too long for a letter, and I mull refer you to his excellency the 
bearer, to refine upon this fubjeft. The chief and few alterations that have 
been are, Topham has the record-office in the Tower,- Mr. Compton is 
treafurer to the prince ; lord Windfor and his brother are both turned out, 
and that regiment is given to colonel Mafham, who, it is faid, is to take Mr. 
Hill along with it; lord Stamford, lord Herbert,+ Mr. Poultney, and Mr. 
Monfton, are commiffioners of trade, which is all that I can think of at 
prefent. Mr. Coke, of Norfolk, is dead; the widow is all in peices with the 
duke of Leeds and lady Ann, that the noble colonel^ does not know which 
fide to take. Dear Horace, I wiflr you all health and happineffe, and be 
alfured you have a very mindfull and faithfull fervant here. 

* Dorothy, fecond filter of fir Robert Walpole, who afterwards married lord Townlhend. 

■f Of Cherbnry. t Horatio Walpole, uncle of fir Robert Walpole, who married 

Jadjr Ann Ofborne, daughter to the duke of Leeds. 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 9 

n—— ■■.... Period I. 

1708. 1700^714. 

This correfpondence between Walpole, while he was fecretary at war, and 
the duke of Marlborough, is preferved among the Walpole papers at 
Wolterton. The letters from the duke of Marlborough are all originals, 
and written with his own hand. Thofe from Walpole are draughts, mod 
•of them are in his own hand writing; and all are endorfed by himfelf, 

“ Copy of my letters to the duke of Marlborough.” 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 

jfujlifies himfelf againf a report , that he had declared a regiment had been 
given to colonel Jones , through the recommendation of Harley. 

MY LORD, June 22, 3708. 

J Hope your grace will excufe the liberty I am now taking to trouble you 1708. 

with a long ftory, wherein, as I cannot but think your grace is in fome Walpole 
meafure concerned, foe I take myfelf to be more than ordinarily obliged to P a P ers * 
give you a true relation of what, without doubt, you will hear from other 
bands. 

The giving colonel Lillington’s regiment to colonel Jones has occafioned 
much difcourfe in town ; and people in accounting for his intereft to obtain 
it, have chiefly in the coffee-houfes attributed it to Mr. Harley. I under- 
Hand your grace wrote a letter to your brother Mr. George Churchill, 
wherein you intimated fomething of this nature. Your grace belt knows 
what you wrote, and what ufe you defigned fhould be made of it; but Mr. 
Churchill, as he confcflcd himfelf to me, fliowed your letter both to the 
queen and the prince ; told them that I had wrote your grace word, that Mr. 

Harley had recommended colonel Jones to the prince; and told the queen 
that I recommended him, which I fuppofe he wrote your grace word of too. 

He farther added to the queen and prince that I had given this report all 
over the town, and that Jones obtained this regiment by Mr. Harley’s in¬ 
tereft. Her majefty and the prince refented this very highly, infoemuch that 
the queen fpoke to my lord treafurer about it, who was foe kind as to lett me 
know it, that I might have an opportunity of clearing myfelf. How it came 
to be faid, that I had given your grace any fuch account I know not; for the 
faft I muft refer to my letter to you of the firft inftant. But here your 
grace will give me leave to obferve, that as I think it my duty to give your 
vol. xi. part ix. c grace 
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Period I. 
7001017x4. 

.mmJ 


grace an account of all tranfaflions in the army affairs that paffe here, foe I 
hope, I am not to be called upon to anfwer to the queen and prince for every 
thing that I write to your grace. If I then had had any grounds to fu^peQ: 
this recommendation, I had certainly mentioned it to you, as I doe every 
thing which I think can give you the leaf!: light into what is doeing : In what 
circumflances I then had been when I was forced to produce a copy of my 
letter to the'queen, I leave it to you to determine, who, I am confident will 
never encourage a pra&ife that will bring any body into trouble for a faithful 
difcharge of their duty to you. 

As for my recommending Jones to this poft, I fhall only fay, I never heard 
of the man’s name, and knew not that there was fuch an officer in the army ; 
and the prince has done me the juftice to tell the queen, I am clear of this: 
though I fuppofe the chief ufe of this part of the ftory, was to make your 
grace think I had done a thing of this confequence without your grace’s 
knowledge or direction; not but that I believe Mr. Churchill thought it 
would found well with the queen, and much for my advantage, that I had 
recommended a colonel to the prince, and afterwards fathered it upon Mr. 
Harley. 

To prove that I had reported about town, that this commiffion was ob¬ 
tained by Mr. Harley’s intereft, Mr. Churchill himfelf told me the ftory 
thus: that upon receiving your graces’s letter, he fent Mr. William Churchill 
to Mr. Hopkins to defire this commiffion might be flopped, where in difcourfe 
betwixt them two, f Hopkins fhould fay, that Mr, Harley’s intereft had pro¬ 
cured this commiffion, and quoted me for his authority, which your brother 
faith, W. Churchill telling him, he could not forbear acquainting the queen 
and prince with it, and the queen immediately declared, fhe would take notice 
of this: upon which Mr. Churchill defired her majefty to flay a little, till he 
fhould be more exactly informed; and thereupon, he faith, he fent Mr. W„. 
Churchill a fecond time to Mr. Hopkins to be more particular with him. 
When upon W. Churchill’s telling Hopkins that the prince had heard this, 
report and was angry; Hopkins replied, Walpole mull anfwer it, for he told 
it me. This is the fubftance of what your brother did acknowledge he had 
told the qiieen. When I had heard all this I looked out Mr. Hopkins, who 
went immediately with me to your brother’s houfe (W. Churchill being then 
out of town) and there declared to his face, that I was never named in the 
converfation betwixt him and W. Churchill; and had the good fortune to 
have Mr. Craggs by at the fecond meeting mentioned, who declared the fame 

thing. 
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tiling, and both of them gave me leave to ufe their names to the queen upon Period I. 
this occafion. I went dire&ly to Kenfington, and made my complaint of this ‘ 7 00 t0I ^ I ^T 
unufual treatment both to the queen and to the prince. I produced a copy 
of my letter to your grace, and told them the whole as I have now related it; 
and they were both pleafed to fay they were fully fatisfied. Since W. 

Churchill is come to town, who folemnly protefts, that he never named me 
to G. Churchill, nor Hopkins to him, and has given me leave to declare this 
to the queen and prince, which I fhall doe the firlt opportunity. Now I have 
given your grace a plain account of this very extraordinary tranfaQion, I 
fhall avoid making any refleftion upon it: for I am with the greateft refpedt 
imaginable. See. 


1710. 


DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Forces the lines of Douay.—Confiders it as a fortunate circumflance that the 
French did not bravely defend them.—Defires to have the commijffons for¬ 
warded foon. 

SIR, April the 24th, 1710, 

Y OU will fee by the letters from the army, as well as thofe from Holand, 17 10 * 
the fuccefs it has pleafed God to blefs us with. I may affure you it is Walpole 

J jP&psrSp 

gone much falter than we did propofe to ourfelves; for if thay had, which r 
we did with reafon expeft, defended their lines even with the troops thay had, 
it muft have coll us many thoufand lives. The next day we obliged the 
marifchal Villars to abandon the river Scarp, which other ways would have 
obliged us to have taken our march by Arras, which by want of provifion 
and forage muft have proved very troublefome; but God be praifed wee 
have inverted Douay, and as foon as the canon arrives fhall attack it with 
vigor.—As this is I think likely to be a very aflive campagne, I think it 
for- her majefty’s fervice that the officers may be incorag’d ; I have mark’d 
the dates in my letter to the queen, from whqnce I beg fhe will be pleas’d to 
allow the promotions; you will receive her majefty’s commands, and as foon 
as poffible fend over the commiffions for the officers of this army, the reft 
may be difpatched afterwardes, fo that you fhou’d fend me the names of all 
that will be promoted. 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE 
DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Enclofes a copy of his letter to the queen. 

Apiil the 24th, 1710# 

The enclos’d letter is what you will read to the queen. 

The copie of the queen*s letter . 

M.4 DAME* 

God has Been pleas’d to blefs your majefly’s armes with the fuccefs of 
palling the line* and inverting of Douay fo early in the yeare* we muft 
exped: in this campagne a great deal of a&ion, fo that I think it abfolutely 
neceflary for your fervice that al the officers fhou’d be incorag’d as much as 
partible* and that thofe officers who have not the advantage of a£lually ferving 
in the field may have no reafon to complain* but on the contrary* to be fen- 
fible of your favour* I wou’d umbly defire you wou’d allow of my direQing 
Mr. Walpole to lay before you* for your orders the names of all fuch major- 
generals as have their commiffions dat’d in the yeare 1708-9* apd fuch bri¬ 
gadiers as are dat’d in the year 1706-7* and all the colonels dat’d 1705, may 
have their regular promotions* by which you will do juftice to the merit of 
many officers* who will chearfully ventur their lives for your fervice. 

You muft let no body know that I fend you this copie* fo that you muft 
defire the queen that fhe will be pleas’d to give you the dates in her letter. 

I have this moment received yours of the 4th, and 1 am entirely of your 
opinion* that Hobart and Ferrars muft be added to the number of brigadiers, 
as well as colonel Sutton. This muft be done* but not take notice of at this 
time to the queen, 

DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Without date or fignature> hut endorfed u Duke of Marlborough ; received 

April 28*. 0 . S . 1710.” 

Exprejfes hmfelf highly dijfatisfied with the queen's conduEi y and if he only con-*- 
fulted his own inclination , iefirous of refigning . . 

For yourfelf only*„ ' 

J Am extreamly obliged to you for the account you give of the queen*s 
prefent temper, which I believe to be fuch* that if I confidered onely my- 
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felf, I wou’d not ferve one minut longer. I fend you by this poft a cypher* Period I. 
for feme few names, that you may yearafter write with freedome. My letter I /°° 
by this poll is write fo as you may read it to the queen. I having follow’d 
your advice as to Mr. Mafhame, it.would be unjuft not to put lord North in 
this promotion, fo that you mull lett me have a comiflion for him. 

COPY OF A LETTER FROM 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 

Me has laid the lijl oj the promotions before the queen , who Jlrongly interejls. 
herfelf in favour of colonel Hill and colonel Mafiam.—Advifes the duke not 
to oppofe her inclination.—Congratulates him on his fucceffes. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, April 18—29, 1710. 

J Have the honour of your Grace’s commands of the 24th inftant, and was 1710. 

yefterday with the queen to receive her commands about the promotion. Walpole 
Shee ordered me to lay before her the lifts of fuch as were defigned for this ^ a P ers * 
promotion, which I juft now carry’d to her majefty. By what your grace 
wrote to me formerly I took it for granted that you defigned the promotion 
of lieutenants generall Ihould go no further than fir Richard Temple and lord 
Stair, which I acquainted the queen with. 

As for the brigadeers, your letter is general! to all whole commiflions are 
dated in 1706-7, an ^ being no dilpute about thofe of the latter end of 
that promotion, and fome of them as Sybourgh and Rellum ferving with your 
grace, I prefumc you meant all thofe Ihould be made majors generall, altho’ 
you once laid you deligncdthe promotion Ihould go no further than Evans. 

As to the collonells, your letter to the queen faith all collonells dated in 
1705. I do apprehend that will carry that promotion much further than you 
defigned, if all are to be made brigadeers whofe commiflions are dated in any 
part of the year 1705 ; and your grace haveing in a former letter to me faid 
you defign’d it Ihould go no further than the 25th March, 1705. I told the 
queen I thought that was your fence now, altho’ exp refs’d in generall; Shee 
mentioned collonel Hill to me, whofe commiffion is dated in 1705 ; I told her 
there was no hardihipp to him when the promotion ftop’d fhort of him, and to 

* As this cypher is miffing, I have endeavoured to fupply it as far as I was able to difeover 
die key. In moil inilances I have fucceeded 5 in a few where I have failed, the explanation is 
omitted. It appears that in a few inftances two cyphers are made ufe of to iignify the fame 
perfon; as 239 and 42, for the queen j 210 and 39, for Marlborough ; and 38, and probably 
S809, for Godolphin. 


take. 
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Period I. take in the whole year would make it a very great promotion, and more than 
1 700 to 1714. w j iat j thought your grace defign’d ; ffie did not infift upon this but ordered 
me to write to your grace to know how farr you did defign this promotion. 
But upon the lifts of collonells fhe was very ready about the affair of collonel 
Mafham, and allied me how many more would be affefiled with the order 
about brevetts befides him ; I told her Sutton, Hebert, and Ferrars. She was 
=of opinion at firft: they fhould all be made brigadeers, but I prevailed with her 
to let me write to your grace firft, and have your opinion about it, which fhe 
confented to, but I believe is determined already, and as I apprehended faid 
ihee would write to you about it. Your grace has already hinted to me your 
thoughts about the other three gentlemen, and when he will be the fmgle in- 
ltance, and what I am affraid would be overruled, I am humbly of opinion ’tis 
not worth difputing, efpecially now it is put in this method to come from your 
grace; fo that I (hall flop all the commiffions that are not to be fent to your 
grace till I bear from you again, and the commiffions of thofe gentlemen who 
have the honour to ferve under your grace fhall forthwith' be difpatched and 
fent over to you. Inclofed is the lift of thofe whofe commiffions will be now 
difpatched. I hope I have not miftaken your grace’s fence in this affair, 
wherein I am fure I have made no willfull miftake. 

It was an infinite fatisfafilion to me to hear of your grace on the right fide of 
the Scarp. Pray God for ever blefs and preferve you, and make your enne- 
mys at home fall before you, as faft as they fly from you abroad. I am with the 
greateft duty, truth, and fidelity. See. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 

Acquaints him with the queen's earnejl dejires that Mrs. Mafham’s brother 
Jhould be made a brigadier , and with the fatisfaBion exprejfed by the queen 
at Marlborough's compliance in favor of Mr. Mafiam. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, April 28,—May 9, 1710. 

w HENI firft waited on the queen about the promotion ffiee ordered me 
• to leave with her a lift of the colonels, and the dates of their commif- 
ons. Since I had die honour to trouble you laft 239 [the queen] fent for 
me, and after a great deal of preamble and beating about the buffi faid, that 
fhee had been confidering the letter ffiee bad from your grace, and the letter 
you wrote to 209* [Godolphin] wherein you expreffed yourfelf defirous to 
encourage all the officers that were in fervice with you, and your letter being 
for the whole year 1705 j ffiee was of opinion it was proper to make all the 

colonels 
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colonels of that year brigadeers. I told her I was fatisfyd you had no fuch Period T. 

defigns, as that would extend to fo many in your army, that I thought it 1 7 oot ° | 7 1 4 

might caufe great confufion and difficultys about command in .a confederate 

army, and ufed all the arguments I was able to difwade from this ftep without 

confulting your grace; and upon the whole made fuch objections, that flicc 

came to name 256’s [Mrs. Mafham’s i brother again ; and after I had dil- 

waded her from giving fuch directions without your advice, fhee commanded 

me to write you word that fhce did defire 256*3 [Mrs. Mafham’s] brother 

might be made a brigadier now, but did not infill upon it, if you had any. 

objections. Shee obferved that the promotion came within one of him, and 

within fix weeks of the date of his commiffion; arid tho’ fine twice faid. 

fhe did not infill upon it, fhe oftner faid fhe defired it" might be done by. 

adding colonel Gore and him to the promotions, and to let it flop there. I 

dare not advife in this cafe, "whether your grace Ihould comply, or by giving 

plaufible reafons that relate to your own fervice abroad put it off till the end 

of the campaign. If one could be allured that it would end here, and this 

honour extend only to the fervice of one family, perhaps it were advifeable to 

be once more eafy ; but if it is to go on, a flop at fome time mull be putt to 

it; 239 [the quten] exprefs’d all the deference in the world to the opinion of 

sto [Marlborough] and told me, that great application had been made her. 

for lord Mordaunt’s regiment, but fhe would.not meddle. 

I have juft now read your letter of the 5th of May, to 239 [the queen] 
and never faw more fatisfaftion than was exprefs’d at your compliance 
upon the laft account; your grace is befl judge what inference is to be 
made from that, and whether if there are not to be many in (lances, it may 
not. help to make things eafy. But in this, as in all other matters, your 
grace’s opinion and commands fhall be my foie guide, for ’tis your fervice 
that I have molt at heart. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 

Mr. Ma/ham returns thanks for his promotion.—Complaints of the duke of 
Ormond Jhfwn to he unfounded. 

MY LORD,' Whitehall, May a—n, 1710. 

g|INCE I bad the honour to trouble your grace laft, colonel 256 [Mafham] 1710s. 

was with me to thank me for his promotion, and expreffed himfelf very Walpole 
fenceable of his obligation to 210 [Marlborough], and faid as much on that oc- Papers, 
cafion as he had words to exprefs, and if I am not miftaken 239 [the queenjis 
not a little pleas’d that there was no difficulty made on that oc cafion. ***** 

When. 
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Period I. When I laft waited upon 239 [the queen], Che told me that 33 [the 
y oot ° 1?l t 'dak.e of Ormond] had complained that due regard was not Ihewn to him 
here in England, as general of the horfe, and particularly that your humble 
fervant 273 [Walpole] did fend the queen’s orders to the captain of gran- 
nadiers to condudf money to Portfmouth, &c. without taking notice of him, 
and did defire that no orders might be given to any of the horfe here in 
England but by himfelf, and that all the routs and marching orders and ap¬ 
pointments of quarters might be under his direction. I told 239 [[the queen] 
that thefe affairs were in the fame method that they had been for nineteen 
years, which appears by the office books, and that I did apprehend this would 
he to give 33 [duke of Ormond] a power or command here which would be 
entirely new, upon which 239 [the queen] agreed it fhould remain upon the 
old foot. But I am fully fatisfy’d this was an inftance of trying their ftrength 
and putting one of their own people upon a better foot in the army.—I under- 
■ ffand that brigadier Poultny writes to your grace this night about his being 
made a major-general, which I conceive he is not to be, haveing fold out of 
the army ; I mull obferve to your grace that he gives himfelf great airs, and 
talks of doing his bufinefs by 28 [the duke of Shrewfbury] if he is refufed. 
I thought it proper you fhould know this, but I would not do him a pre¬ 
judice.—Lord Wharton is gone for Ireland; he has gott his commiffion for 
the regiment of dragoons in Ireland, 209 [Godolphin] was privy and con- 
feuting to this. I am ever, my lord. See, 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 

The queen infified on Mrs. Mafham's brother , colonel Hill , being made a bri¬ 
gadier, and ordered that the commiffion Jhould be made out and fent over 
to the army , but teas prevailed upon by his reprefentations to fufpend her 
orders until an anf-wer came from the duke.—Hints that he has offended the 
duchefs of Marlborough for the advice he gave in regard to Mrs. Mafham’s 
brother , and is appr then five of being expofed to her refentment. 

MY LORD, . Whitehall, May the n,— 21, r-jio. 

1710. YESTERDAY 239-[the queen] fent for me, and after feme little matters 
Walpole of noe confequence tolcl me upon confideration, Ihe was of opinion, that 
apers ‘ tire promotion of generall officers Hopping where it did within one of 256’s 
[Mrs. Ma(ham’s] brother, it would be thought by all the world, that this was 
done in partieular prejudice to him; order’d me therefore to notifie her 
pleafure to her fecretary of Hate for three more commiffions of brigadiers, 

viz. 
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viz. Gore, Hill, Honywood, and laid Ihe wou’d then fign all the other general Period ] 
officers’ commiffions, that they might be fent together by this night’s poll. I 1 [ 7 ° oto l 7 
beg’d leave to remind her of the commands (he had already given me to I 7 10 * 
write to your grace, that ffie did delire coll. Hill might be made a brigadier, but 
did not infill upon it, if you had any objeQions to it, and reprefented what 
furprife it mull be to you after that to have commiffions of brigadiers in 
your own army, fent over without waiting your anfwer. I reprefented in 
the ftrongeft terms I was able, the mortification fuch a ftep mull be to your 
grace, the unreafonablenelfe of doing any thing difagreeable to you in the 
army, and the ill confequence that mult attend the lelfening of your creditt 
or authority in the army, and faid a great deal more than can come within the 
compafle of a letter, or is proper for me to repeat, and did at laft, but with the 
greateft difficulty, prevail with her not to order thofe three commiffions untill 
ffie heard your grace’s opinion in anfwer to my letter. She told me at the 
fame time ffie would fign none of the other commiffions till then, and did 
confeffe to me, that ffie had flopt them with this view, but afterwards upon 
a more mature recollection, and after I had faid a great deal to her 
upon the fubjedl, ffie commanded me Unfitly not to tell any body, and 
in particular not to lett you know that ffie ftopt the commiffions upon 
this account, but would have it thought as it hitherto has been, that the 
delay was accidental!. I have told you now in ffiort the fubftance of a con- 
verfation which lafted above half an hour, and beg leave to obferve to your 
grace, that to me ’twas very plain that Honywood was now named as a blind, 
that it might not feem to be a particular regard to 256, [Mrs. MafhamJ but 
Honywood I am fure will not be infilled upon, if the other is complyed with. 

I am likewife too much afraid, lett your anfwer be what it will, that I ffiall 
have pofitive orders to do it, or that noe other commiffions will be ligned till 
this is done ; I believe too a great deal of this proceeds from the imper¬ 
tinence of 13 [the duke of Somerfet] who thinks himfelf Honywood’s patron, 
and the reafons and arguments that 239 [the queen] was inftrufiled with, were 
' fuch, that noebody but one who was both 92 and 93 could fuggelt. There 
was a great ftreffe putt upon the appearance, that it mull be thought that 
the flop was made here with a particular prejudice. 

A.nd now, my lord, that I have reprefented this matter as clearly to you 
as I am able, I dare not venture to give you my opinion, and pardon me, if I 
think with great reafon I fay, I dare not, when I find I am already fufpefiled 
hy 240 [the duchefs of Marlborough] for what I wrote to you about the 
vol. 11. part 11. £ affair 
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affair of coll. 256 [Mafham] and I fhall be in a very unhappy circumftance, 

] if I venture to fay that to 239 [the queen] which perhaps few fervants you 
have would have done, and at the fame time fhall be thought to aft a trimming 
game. I gave you my opinion as an hone ft and faithfull fervant of your’s, 
and did confult three or four people here, that are, I am confident, your 
fureft friends, who from the very higheft did all agree in the opinion I then 
gave, which proceeded entirely from a due regard to your honour and fervice, 
and nothing elfe has the leaft influence upon my thoughts and aftions, and as 
my obligations to 240 [the duchefs of Marlborough] are foe infinite, that I 
would dye rather than defervedly loofe her good opinion, foe I beg, if my 
judgement may fometimes lead me to think, what is not altogether agreeable 
to her, you will not expofe me to her refentment, if you doe not diftruft’ 
my fincerity, which believe me you never fhall have reafon to doe, for I am 
with all poffible truth, See. 

THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

« 

Endorfed lord Marlborough* received May 26* O. S. 
j Exprejfes his concent at the uneajinefs Jhtwn by the duchefs of Marlborough.***** 
Mentions her true ejleem for Mr. Walpole.—Is dijfatisfied 'with the queen's 
behaviour, and imputes it to the fuggefiions of Harley and the duke of 
Somerfet*—Wifhes to retire—but will be guided by the whigs. 

SIR, June 2, 3710, N, S. 

J Was fo tier’d and- fleepy, that I con’d.not return you, my thanks by 
the laft .goft for your two letters of the 5th and 9th, I have fince 
receiv’d the favour of yours of the 12th, and am extremely concern’d 
at the uneafinefs you mention of 240 [duchefs of Marlborough] I know 
they have a trew vallu and eftime for 273 [Walpole] I defire you will 
continue writting with ffreedome, and be alfur’d that from hence forward, 
no body living fhall be acquainted with what you write. The account you 
give mee of the converfation you have had with 42 [the queen] concerning 
the commiffions for the general officers gives me fo mallincolly a vew that will 
not only make me incapable of fuccefs, but will at laft make it impoflible 
for me with honour to ferve. I wou’d not be miftaken, and if I am you will 
be beft able to fett me right, I do not think that 42 [the queen] does this in 
order to make me quit, but I believe 13 [the duke of Somerfet] and 199, 
[Harley] can have no other intention in making 42 [the queen] give me 
fuch fenfible mortifycations, but in order to make me quit, and to make 

their 
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their court by itt to 256 [Mrs. Mafham] when ever 39 [Marlborough] Period 1. 
is independant of gi, 256 [Mrs. Mafham] will not find their account by. 1 , 7 ootol 7 1 4 - | 
fuch a Hep; if I were to advife 39 [Marlborough] it fhou’d be to follow his 1710; 
own inclinations of retiring, as foon as wee have peace, but as he has refolv’d 
never to depart from the trew intireft of 89 [the whigs] fo he will take no 
refolution for his own conduft, but in conjunction with them : I do beg and 
conjure you to take nothing unkindly of 240 [the duchefs of Marlborough] 
for they are fincerely honeft to what you wifh ; you will fee by the accounts 
by this poll; that the marifhall de Villars intentions were to have attack’d us 
laft Friday, but feeing the advantagious fituation of our army, I beleive he 
has laid afide all thoughts of fighting, til after this fiege, I am and ever 
fhall be moll faithfully. 

THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Gives his reafons for defring to limit the number of promotions.—Boafis of 
the unanimity of the allied army as the effect of his management.—ExpreJJes 
his readinefs to receive marjhal Villars , fiould he attack them. 

SIR, Camp before Douay, May 29th, 1710# 

gJINCE my laft I have receiv’d the favour of yours of the 28th, and I de- Walpole 
lire you will with my humble duty acquaint her majefty from mee, that P a P ers * 
the trew reafon for my reftraining the promotions of brigadiers to the 25 th 
of March, was not only from the numbers and confufion it mull have occa- 
fion’d amongeft the queen’s fubjeQs, but alfo have given great difatisfaflion 
to all the forainers, this army being compos’d of eight diffirent nations, and 
next to the blefiing of God, we owe all our fuccefs to our unanimity, which 
has been hethertoo, as if in reallity we were but one nation, fo that I beg her 
majefty will be pleas’d to allowe of its Hoping at the 25th of March; and as 
foon as a promotion can be made with any coullor of reafon, I fhall be fure 
to take care of thofe mention’d by the queen. Wee are in expectation of 
feeing how far the marifhal de Villars will put his threats into execution, we 
have marked camps on etch fide of the town, fo that we fhall be ready to 
receive him either on the plains of Lenz, or thofe of Bouchain; we hope 
thefe eafterly winds may keep the grafe and corn fo backwarde, that he will 
not be able to find forage for bis army til towardes the end of this month, 
til which time we have provid’d dry forage for ours, fo that we fhall have 

» 2 ' given 
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Period. I. given fix weeks dry forage to the whole army, which has been hethertoo 
17001x11714. t k OU gi llt impoffible, I have told general Merideth that he fhall have lord 
1710. Mordant’s ridgment, and I am indeavouring to fetle the mind of the feveral 
officers which pretend to his, fo as that it may be difpos’d of as may give 
moft fadsfaftion, as foon as I can fetle it, I fhall give her majefty an 
account of the whole, and at the fame time defire the commiffion for fir 
Richard Temple for the dragoons. I defire you will affine the queen, that in 
this, and all my actions, her intireft fhall be my chiefefl vew. I am with 
truth. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OE MARLBOROUGH. 

Prevails on the queen to wait for an anfwer from the duke of Marlborough , 
beforeJhe confers rank on Mr. Hill.—Informs him that Jhe is in a letter 
humour.—Advifes the duke to confent to the queen’s wiflies , but in fuch a 
manner as not to iifgujl the foreign officers. 

MY kORD, Whitehall, May the 23d*—-June 3, 1710# 

Have the honour of your grace’s commands of the 19th inftant, which, 
having been out of town all lafl week, I had noe opportunity, to read to 
2 39 [th e queen] till this morning, and cannot but fay this matter ended a 
little better than I expended. 273 [Walpole]] took alL the pains he was able 
to bring it to the mofl eafy iffue, and after a great deal of converfation and 
arguing too long for the compaffe of a letter. 42 [the queen] has confented 
to wait for your anfwer to my letter of the 12th inft.; I believe indeed 
chiefly in hopes that your grace will upon that reprefentation comply with 
what is defired. I think it is but juft to acquaint you, that 42 [the queen] 
was upon this occafion in a great deal better temper than when this matter 
was difcours’d of before, and tho’ fhe feem’d then determined to doe it with¬ 
out any regard to 39 [Marlborough] the ftile to-day was very much alter’d, 
and at the fame time it was eafy to difcover the greateft defire for the thing, 
andyett noe little unwillingneffe to'doe it without the approbation of 210 
[Marlborough] foe much that I am confident that if 210 [Marlborough] did 
come into any expedient to accommodate this matter, it would give great 
fatisfa&ion to 42 [the queen]. Now, my lord, the cheif difficulty you were 
pleafed to mention being in regard to the foreigners,-fuppofe you complyed 
foe far, as to confent to this commiffion, but not to be produced or made ufe 
^ of 


Walpole T 
Papers. ^ 
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it 

©f till the end of the campaign, in the mean time to be fent to your grace to Period I. 
be delivered when you thought proper, this I am fure would fatisfie and 1 7 °° tc * l 7 1 4 ^ 
pleafe more than a little. 1710. 

I have acquainted 209 [Godolphin] with all that hath palled, who tells me, 
he is entirely of opinion, that the matter Ihould be made eafy, and has, as I 
apprehended, wrote you word foe, and it being now more than probable from 
a great many circumftances that if 239 [the queen] was made eafy about 256 
[Mrs. MalhamJ a great many difficulties would be remov’d, your grace is 
bell judge whether any advantage may be made of this inftance. 13 [the duke 
of Somerfet] is more impertinent than ever, and I. have endlqffe trouble- in 
preventing his follies in little things in the army. 

THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE*. 

Endorfed lord Marlborough, received June 4, 0 . S. 1710. 

ExpreJJes his inclination to Jatisjy the queen about colonel Hill's commijfion ^—■ 

The French threaten a battle.—Wijhes Juccefs to the queen's arms.* 

SIR, June the lathj 1710* 

C^INCE my 1 aft wee have received three poftes from England, amongeft Walpole 
which I have had the favour of yours of the 23d. The inclination the ^ a P ers * 
queen Ihowes for the having Mr. Hill a brigadier, makes me defire that you 
will affure her majefty that I fhall not onely in this, but in every thing that 
may be in my power, endeavour to make her"eafy, lb that as foon as this cam- 
pagne is end’d, I fir all at my firft arrivall order it fo that his commiflion may be 
fign’d without prejudice to her fervice, or mortefyeation to her faithfull fer- 
vant; the mariffiall de Villars continues dayly to affure his generals that if 
there be no peace, the king has refolved to decide the fate of Europe by a.bat¬ 
tle in thefe plains; a battel at a diftance is eafyly refolv’d and order’d, but 
when two fuch armies as confift at leaft of above one hundred and thorty thou- 
fand men etch (hall be in prefence, the moft determined courage will be un- 
eafy till the event of fo great an action be known j the great God which has- 
hetherto bleffed her majefty’s armes, will I hope give his prote&ion to our. 
juft caufe. 

I defire you will fpeake to the- queen that orders may be given for fie 
Richard Temple’s commiflion for the ridgment of-dragoons. I am. See.. 
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Period I. 
1700 to 1714. 

t—--p 

1710. 


THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Without date, but endorfed " received June 5, 1710, O. S.” 

Uneafy at the jituation of affairs;—will not aB but with the advice of his friends. 

For yourfelf. 


Walpole J Am fo very uneafy at the humour and temper that is now in the court. 
Papers. t jj at j ^ are not truft my own judgement, fearing I might hurt my friends, fo 
that I defire you -will fhow my letter* which comes at the fame time with this 
to 6 [Sunderland] and that he will advife with-our friends, for however un¬ 
eafy itt may be to mee, I am defirous you fliou’d give in anfwere to 42 [the 
queen] what they fhall refolve upon concerning 256 [Mrs. Mafham’s] bro¬ 
ther ; if they approve of my letter, you muff then read it to 42 [the queen]. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE -OF MARLBOROUGH. 

The queen defires that the commiffwn may he made out for colonel Hill, and font 
to' the duke of Marlborough to be delivered at the end of the campaign—will 
write herfelf to the duke on that fubjeB.—Walpole advifes with Go dolphin 
and Sunderland.—Is kindly received by the duchefs of Marlborough. 

MY LORD, ' Whitehall, May 2.6,— June 6, j 7 io. 

"paper° !e J ^ as ^ honoured with your grace’s commands of the 2d of June in 
which 39 [Marlborough] having given noe opinion as to the affair of 
256’s [Mrs. Mafham’s] brother; 273 [Walpole] was at a Ioffe what meafures 
to take, in which he thought noe body foe proper to be confulted as 38 
[Godolphin] who was of opinion that 42 [the queen] fhould be told that 39 
[Marlborough] feem’d by his letter under great mortifications that any body 
fhould have power enough with 42 [the queen] to impofe any thing in the 
army difagreeable to him; but however 273 [Walpole] was of opinion that 
210 [Marlborough] did expeQ this would be done. 239 [the queen] upon this 
imediately afk’d for the letter which was not proper to be produc’d, but 273 
[Walpole] explain’d what he thought was the fenfe of 39 [Marlborough] 42 
[the queen] was not a little at a Ioffe what to doe and feemed both unwilling to 
comply, or deny; at laft defired it might be done, but in the fofteft manner 
that was poflible. The comiffion is therefore to be taken out by 273 [Walpole] 
and lent over to 210 [Marlborongh] to be deliver’d at the end of the campaigne 


• This letter is miffing. 
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or when lie fhall think fit. 42 [the queen] promifed to write this night to Period I. 
39 [Marlborough J to affure him that noe mortification was meant to him; * 7 °° t ° I?1 V 
and I mull fay that in this, and the laid conference, there feem’d a great ftrug- 1710. 
gle betwixt the defire of doeing the thing, and not putting a mortification upon 
39 [Marlborough]. 

I hope I have not err’d in this matter, wherein I have work’d 42 [the queen] 
to a better manner of doeing it, than was at firft determin’d, and not haveing 
any poffitive direfilions from 39 [Marlborough] I confulted 38 [Godolphin] 

6 [Sunderland] 274 and 185 [Craggs] who all thought the difpute was beft 
r to be ended in this manner. 

The commififions will now be all fign’d and I believe fent over to your grace 
together next poll. 273 [Walpole] has had the honour to-wait upon 240 
[the duchefs of Marlborough] and hopes he has given full fatisfaQion. I have 
noe comands from your grace about Pulteney and Bilfett, I find they both 
think ’tis left entirely to me; I beg your grace’s dire&ions what you would 
have done, for which I fhall wait. 

I wifh your grace .all poffible fucceffe and glory, altho’ your enemies may 
chance to reap the fruits of the great fervices which you doe your country* 
and which noe body elfe could doe. 


THE DUKE OF MARL BOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Propofes if colonel Hill’s commffimJhouli mt come to declare him, a brigadier , 
toJkew his forwardncfs in obliging the queen.—French have repajfed the Scarp, 
and feem to decline a battle—w flies for peace.. 


SIR, . June the 19, 1710. 

W EE received the day before ye Herd ay the two mailles of the - 26th and 
30th of the laft month, by which you acquaint me with her majefty’s 
pleafure as to coll. Hills cotniffion, I fhall expefil it by the next poll, but 
if itt fhou’d not then come, I intend to fend for coll. Hill, and declare him 
brigadier, fo that I may the better lhow my forwardnefs, in executing what 
it fo earneftly defir’d by the queen; you will fee by the letters of this poft, 
that the French have repafs’d the Scarp, by which I have been oblig’d to 
repafs the Scarp alfo with the army I command, that of prince Eugene con¬ 
tinues behind the entrenchement, the duke of Berwick is return’d to Paris, fo 
that I beleive their defigne of a battel is very much cool’d, thay having alfo 
fent 13 battalions into Bethun, and the ricigment of Alfaffe into Ypres; I 

have- 


Walpole 

Papers. 
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Period I. have fo.many reafons to with for peace, that you may be fure if a good oc- 
1 700to 1714. ca £ on 0 g' er > c j i j fhould be glad to put a fpeedy end to this warr by a battel, 
1710. but I think France muft be madd if they venture it upon equall terms, I am 
with truth, &c. 

ROBERT WAIPOIE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 

Sends a commiffion for Mr. Hill.—Rumours prevail that Sunderland is to he 
difmijfed.—Harley pojfejfes the principal influence over the queen.—Duke of 
Shrewjbury -conneBed mith Mrs. Mafham and Harley. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, June 2d, 17x0, 

Walpole j Send you now under a cover by itfelf the commiffion that has caufed foemuch 
Papers. trouble, ’tis by order of 42 [the queen] that ’tis fent to 39 [Marlborough] 
to be delivered when he fhall think fitt, 239 [the queen] ordered 273 [Wal¬ 
pole] to write this poll to 256’s [Mrs. Mafham’s] brother, and to lett him 
know that his commiffion was fent over and in the cuftody of 210 [Marlbo- 
to be delivered when it fhould be thought proper, to which effeft: I now 
write. All the general officers commiffions are now fign’d, and will be fent 
over to Mr. Cardonnel as the agents take them out, your grace knows that all 
the It. generals are of one date, viz. January ill, that if you deffign otherwife 
you will give the orders to Mr. Cardonnel before they are deliver’d out. 
The town has been this week in a new ferment about alterations, and parti¬ 
cularly 6 [Sunderland] was on Wednefday pofitively faid to be out, your 
grace muft have better accounts of thefe things than I can give you, hut ’it is 
plain to me from my obfervation that 199 ([Harley] by 256 [Mrs. Mafham] 
has the cheif andallmoft foie influence upon 42 [the queen] 28 [Shrewfbury] 
is in with them, and when I fee it, I fhall believe that he differs with 199 
([Harley] as much as he pretends, which I think is not much neither. In my 
poor opinion, there never was any thing of half the confequence as remove- 
ing 6 [Sunderland] talk’d on foe long without fome induflry to obviate a blow 
that ftrikes dire&ly at 89 [the whigs] and can fcarce be thought on without 
regard to 39 [Marlborough] to whom 273 [Walpole] has fuch infinite obli¬ 
gations and fuch a perfebt honour for, that lett what will happen, that 210 
[Marlborough] fhall folely govern, and may entirely depend upon 273 
[Walpole.] -’Tis impoffible to imagine the dragoons commiffion fhould be 
delay’d, till ’tis in other peoples power to give it. I fend coll. Hill’s letter 
with a flying feal for your grace’s perufall. Be pleafed to have it feal’d and 
delivered when you have read it. . 


ROBERT 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH. 


Period I. 


1700 101714, 

Hints that Sunderland will he 1 —— v -—* 


Laments the filiation of affairs in England. 

difmiffed—and that no attempts are made to fave him—and conjeBures that 
, y his difmiffion will be followed by the difgrace of Godolphin and Marlborough. 


1710. 


MY LORD, Whitehall, June 6th, 1710. 

J Yefterday had the honour of your grace’s commands of the 2d inftant, which Walpole 
I communicated to thofe you were pleafed to command me, and by their ad- Pa I iers * 
vice, read it to 42 [the queen] who faid little to it, but was cheifly follicitous 
to confider whither this letter was wrote before a letter from 239 [the queen] 
to 210 [Marlborough] was received, which ’twas moft plain it was ,• but no¬ 
thing elfe pafs’d worth your notice. I have received orders to notifie for fir 
R. Temple’s commiffion, which was done without any thing being faid at all but 
a bare confent. 

I think our affairs here at home in a mojh unaccountable fituation, 6 
[Sunderland] ’tis agreed by all is to be remov’d, and by none endeavoured to 
be fav’d. I don’t know what this means, but I am fure it muft end in the diC- 
folution of this parliament, and in the diftru&ion of 89 [the whigs] and I 
wiih to God 39 [Marlborough] and 38 [Godolphin] can be fafe in thofe 
circumftances. I cannot tell whither you have been acquainted that 5 [So¬ 
mers] has wrote to 14 [Townfhend] to bring it about if he can, that 62 
fhould write to 65 [count Gall as] upon the reports that are abroad of 
the changes expended here, and to reprefent the fatall confequcnces that 
may attend fuch a ftep, and how far 116 [the emperor] may be induc’d 
thereby to make an ill peace, this furely muft make an impreflion upon 42 
[the queen] or at leaft leave fuch a weight upon thofe whofe advice is now 
taken, that certainly 28 [the duke of Shrewfbiiry] is much alter’d, if 199 
[Plarley] can prevail with him who is at prefentthe only viffible minifter to 
take fuch a ftep. 39 [Marlborough] is better advifed; but 273 [Walpole] is 
fully of opinion, that if he can conceive that 38 [Godolphin] is backward 
upon this occafion, too much cannot be faid to quicken him, and pardon an 
overzeal that thinks the faveing 6 [Sunderland] deferves the uttmoft induftry, 
which alone can preferve 87 [the parliament] upon which 89 [the whigs] en¬ 
tirely depend, and I am afraid 210 [Marlborough] has noe furer friend. But 
lett what will happen, 273 [Walpole] is entirely de'voted to his fervice, and 
will for ever be foe. 
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1700101714. 
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1710. 
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Papers. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER 

FROM THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Endorfed—“ Received 28, 1710, O. S. 

Expreffes his uneafinefs at the filiation of affairs in England.—-Will att in con¬ 
junction -with his friends.—Is of opinion that themeafures adopted will delay 
■ the conclufon of a peace. 

SIR, Tournay, June 23, 1710. 

J Am now to thank you for yours of the 2d, and be allur’d I lhall always en¬ 
deavour to deferve the continuance of your friendlhipe. All the letters 
■which 39 [Marlborough] received by that poll, has given him fo mallencolly 
a profpeft of what he is to expeft from England, that he is very uneafy in his 
mind; for he wou’d willing not take any refolution but fuch as might be 
judg’d right by his friends. If thefe new Ikeemers are fond of a peace, they 
are not very dexterous; for molt certainly what is doing in England will be 
a great incoragement to France for the continuing the warr. I lhould be 
glad to have 273 [Walpole’s] opinion as to the behavior of. 3$ [Shrewfbury^. 

I am and ever fhali be with truth your’s, &c. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Thanks him in the name of lord Townfhend for his account of the Jituation of 
affairs.—Is cmviwed'that the dwfms'&hhmm^feB tie negotiations for 
peace , and infufe a fpirit of haughtintfr into the French. 

DEARE BROTHER, Hague, June the 24th, 1710. ' 

J-JIS excellency has had your’s of the 5th in ft.*, which came under cover 
to me, and was brought by coll. Clayton, and yefterday fir Nicholas 
Worlftenhome delivered the cyphers, and his lordlhip defires you would ac¬ 
cept from me his thanks for the full tho’ moft melancholy account you have 
given him of affairs at.home; I am fo far convinced that our divifions at 
home affect to the greateft degree our negociations, that I believe they are 
the reafon why the French minifters will not fpeake to the purpofe about 
peace, and of late feem very haughty; and I dont doubt will continue fo as 
long as the talk of a new minifter and a new parliament is on foot; either of 
which, for. the other muft necelfarily follow, will create the greateft confufion 

* This letter is miffing. , 


among 
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among the allys, efpecially to intimidate this people who daily appear very in- Period I. 
quifitive, and apprehenfive of new meafures in England ; which would cer- 1 l 7 ° otoI71 
tainly weaken the confidence they have in her majefty, and cool their oppo- 1710, 
fition- to France, and haften the peace on any terms. 

By letters that came laft night, we heare nothing more of 6 [Sunderland^ 
fo that all things we hope continue as they were. What is defired of 62 to 
65 [count GallasJ is done, but 14 [Townfhend] to 200 [Mr. Boyle] is not 
thought proper, it might look too much concerted. But fhould 5 [Somers] 
and 11 [duke of Devonfhire] be of opinion, that it is Hill neceffary 14 
[Townfhend] neither wants refolution nor inclination to doe it in the ftrongeft 
manner, but for the reafon mentioned. 39 [Marlborough] is to the laft 
degree uneafy; 48 [prince Eugene] is mightily affeQed with itj and 62 very 
much alarmed. 


SIR RICHARD TEMPLE* TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Expreffes his concern at the fituation of affairs.—SufpeBs that font of the 
xohigs are aBing a double part.—Is grateful for obligations received. 

DEAR WALPOLE, Camp before Douay, June 35, 1710, 

J Can have but little fatisfa&ion from the fuccefs of my own affairs when I Walpole 
think upon how precarious a foot all my friends ftand, I am fo much con- Pa P ers * 
cern’d for you in particular, that I believe my uneafinefs for you is more 
than you feel for yourfelf. If the rout is to begeneral amongft the whiggs, 
it will be better for us and eafier borne than if it fall upon a part, where he 
that has the leaf! honefty will be fure to take care of one. It is a miferable 
thing that at this juncture when all at home and abroad is at flake, that any 
one whigg fhould be fufpe£led of playing a double game; whether there are 
any fuch you know better than we do here, but I think there has been fo 
much irrefolution difcover’d that fome people will always be blam’d for want 
of firmnefs if they efcape fo. Wee whiggs here are quite of another make, 
and thofe that ought to judg the belt, think you have drawn this upon your- 
felves, by your complyance from time to time; if you care to have me write 
more at large fend me fuch a character as you make ufe of to write hither, 
but let the numbers be different. 

, So much for ratiocination; I am to thank you dear Walpole, for the 
friendly part you have taken to me, but my lord duke has been fo tender of 

* Afterwards lord Cobbans. 

E 2 


Macart- 



$8 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period I. Macartney, and Fas concern’d himfelf fo much for him, that nothing was left 
1700101714. £- or me t0 ^ ut t0 yield him the pas with as good a grace as I cou’d, and 
1710. to feem willingly to fubmit to what I wou’d fain have hinder’d: but it is over 
and I {hall think no more of it, unlefs to remember the obligations I have to 
you in that and upon a thoufand other occafions, which I know no other way 
of acknowledging but by the trivial affurance of my being ever, dear Walpole, 
entirely yours. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Confernation occajionei by the removal of Sunderland.—The remaining members 
of adminijlration are uniformly of opinion, that Marlborough and themjelves 
fhould continue in their refpeBive pofs, with a view, ifpoffible , to prevent the 
dijfolution of parliament. — The, queen declares that no farther changes are 
intended, but gives no ajjurances that the parliament will not be dijfolved. 

MY LORD, June 16th-—27, 1710. 

Walpole w E are all prefent under the greateft confternation at the removal of 6 
Papers. [Sunderland] which tho’ expefted when the blow was flruck, gave the 

greateft alarm to all the town, and had immediately affefted the whole creditt, 
if a great deal of pains had not been taken to quiett people’s minds by making 
them believe noe further changes would be made, which I think was quite 
neceffary to inftill into people’s minds, at leaft at prefent, till we can fee what 
further will be attempted, which, I frankly own to you is the opinion of 273 
. [Walpole] will foon be explain’d, notwithftanding all that is faid to the 
contrary. 

14 [Townfhend] will have an account from other hands, that 1 [Orford] 4 
[Halifax] 5 [Somers] 11 [Devonfhire] 15 [Cowper] 17 [Newcaftle] 38 
[Godolphin] 200 [H. Boyle] and all 89 [the whigs] . were unanimoufly of 
opinion* that 39 [Marlborough] muft goe on at prefent as well as themfelves, 
to fee what can be done, and in the firft place, to ufe all proper means to 
fave this 87 [Parliament] upon which all certainly depends. 

42 [the queen] has been foe fenfible of the ill confequences that threaten’d 
upon the apprehenftons of further changes, that yefterday 17 [Newcaftle] 
was ordered to carry the heads of the bank to 239 [the queen], when 239 [the 

* See their letter to the duke of Marlborough on this occafion, in The Conduft of the 
duchefsof Marlborough, p. 257, and in Tindal, ' 

queen] 
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queen] allur'd them, there was not the lead thoughts of making any further Period I 
change in the mini ft ry, and defired them to fatisfie all their friends in this par- l /°° tol? 
ticular, which has a little quieted the city. Now to give 14 [Townlhend] all 1710. 
the light that is poffible, 273 [Walpole] thinks this will ftand for nothing, 
becaufe 42 [the queen] avoided at tfie fame time declaring whither 87 [the 
parliament] fliould be difl'olv’d or not, and when 5 [Somers] 209 [Godol- 
phin] and 17 [Newcaftle] had occafionto touch upon that particular, 42 [the 
queen] only faid, they were notyett determin’d in that point, which is a de- 
monftration that ’tis defign’d or under conlideration, but they wait in ex¬ 
pectation of what may offer on the other fide of the water, and it has been 
faid that Michaelmas would be foon enough to diffolve87 [the parliament] and 
the preventing that is the only point at prefent .that is to be labour’d. 

I underftand that 65 [count Galias] has had the fame affurances to fend to 
116 [the emperor] that were given to the bank, and that 200 [Mr. Boyle] has 
the fame orders to write to 14 [Townlhend] but not one word of 87 [the 
parliament] but 38 [Godolphin] this morning bad 273 [Walpole] write to 
14 [Townlhend] and give him a hint to improve this opportunity whenhelhould 
write his anfwer to 200 [Mr. Boyle] which was underftood might be in this 
manner, that 116 [the emperor] had heard (which is fuppofed to be un¬ 
doubtedly true) that there were not only defigns of altering the miniftry 
in England, but likewife of dilfolveing this parliament, what effeCts both thefe 
had upon the affairs abroad, and even upon the negotiations of peace; that after 
the fteps that had been taken, it was a great fatisfa&ion to 116 [the emperor] 
to have fuch affurances from 42 [the queen] upon the firft point, but if the 
other fliould happen, it would have the fame confcquenccs, not only bccaufe 
it mull end in the firft, but becaufe if 87 [the parliament] Ihould be diffolved, 
that have been foe zealous for carrying on this war and obtaining a good 
peace, the confederates would apprehend' another 87 [parliament] would be 
of another complexion, and might be induced to accept of a feperate peace, 
or even comply with the terms of France; befides if the next 87 [parliament] 
fliould be as good as this, there would be fo much time loll, before they 
could meet and their refolutions known, that it might have the fame ill 
effeft. 

Thefe are but hints which 14 [Townlhend] does not want, and will fett 
things in foe much a clearer light, that I ought to afk pardon for mentioning 
them, but it feems foe reafonable, that 14 [Townlhend] with 62 may 
reprefent this in fuch a manner to 65 [Gallas] and to 200 [Mr. Boyle] 

and 
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Period I. -and have a fair handle from what is now a doeing, that itmuft bring 42 [the 
1700101714 . q Ueen ] to determine again!! it, when your friends here are arm’d with fuch 
, 7I0 . ftrong reafons, or at lead putt 239 [the queen] under a neceffity of difcovering 
what is. refolv’d, for I prefume if any thing of this nature comes from you, 
it will be putin fuch a manner, that fome anfwer mud be given for the fatis- 
faction of 116 [the. emperor]. When I write thus freely by the common poll, 

I write under fome concern, and noe body but 38 [Godolphin] knows of 
my writing this to you, but for the better blind, I direct it to Mr. Poynts, 
rather than to you or Horace, and if you would fend me a direction to fome 
perfon, not of your own family, under whofe cover I might write to you 
■upon thefe occafions, I think it would ftill be more fafe. 

I fhall be glad to have an account of the receipt of this, and of the wellfare 
nf all your family, for noe body is moretruely and fincerely, &c. 

THE DUKE OP MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Endorfed—“ Lord Marlborough, June 30th, 1710, N. S. Received 28th, O. S.” 

j Exj} 0 s the account of the rtmoval of Sunderland.—Declares his refolution to 
.aB according to the advice of his friends in England. 

SIR, June the 30th, 1710. 

Walpole J Have this morning receiv’d the favour of yours of the 13th, by other letters 
Papers. a \[ 0) j am prepar’d to receive very fpeedily the difagreable news of the 
removall of 6 . [Sunderland] Our friends on the fpot are bell able to judge , 
<what is moft proper to he done, and accordingly, I fhall govern myfelf. 
You will know by the letters of this poft, that the garrifon marched out 
yefterday near five thoufand men. I am with truth. 

I 

HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Endorfed— u Brother Horace, July i, 1710, N*S.. Received June 28, 1710, O.S. 

The removal of Sunderland occasions as much conjlernation in Holland as in 

England. 

* Hague, July the ift, 1710. N*. S. 

Walpole 14 [Townfhend] was this morning favoured with one of the 16 from 273 
Papers. [Walpole], and returns him his thanks and compliments for the light he has 
received from it; the confirmation that the removall of 6 [Sunderland] oc- 
cafloned here, is as-great as it can poffibly beat London ; particularly 62 and 

the 
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the m [minifter] of 51 [Hanover] who are both generally very cautious and Period I. 
referved on the account of party matters, are to the laft degree affe&ed with the t 7 00t01 7 l 4 ; 
uncertainty of affairs with you; I am told that 273 [Walpole] will be the firft i 7 j 0 . 
facrifice of the commoners, but fince he has lately got the better of a very 
dangerous diforder in his naturall body, I hope he will work as well thro’ 
the convulfions of the politick conftitutions. I think the belt way for 273 
[Walpole] to write with more fafety to 14 [Townfhend] is to fend his letter 
fometimes under cover to doftor Chamberlain, phyfician at his excellency’s, 
fometimes to Mr. Cole, chaplain, or to Mr. Poyntz, and nott feal it with his 
own feal, at leaft the cover; you will acknowledge the receipt of this, and ac¬ 
cept of the greateft tranfports of joy for your recovery, from yours, &c. 

THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Recommends the whigs to endeavour to prevail on the duke of Shrewjbury ta 
ufe his influence^ that the parliament jhould not be dijfolved. 

SIR, ' Jully the 5th, 1710; 

J Have receiv’d your’s of 21 by coll. Panton, and I do agree intierly with Walpole 
you, that the intention of 28 [duke of Shrewsbury] and 199 [Harley] is to P a P ers< 
difmifs 87 [the parliament] but as I think the whole depends upon that, 39 
[Marlborough] is of opinion, notwithftanding the part 28 [ShrewfburyJ has 
afted towardes 6 [Sunderland], that 89 [the whigs] fhou’d if poffible take 
meafures with 28 [Shrewfbury] for the prefervation of 87 the [parliament] 
this is alfo my opinion and you may make ufe of itt to fucli of our friends as 
you fhall think proper, I write by this opertunity to 6 [Sunderland] to the 
fame effedt, fo that if he be ftill in the town, you will be pleafed to confult 
with him, I am ever yours. 

THE -DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

D fires to hear freely about the duke of Shrevofbury. 

SIR, Auguft x 1, 1710- 

J Have not write hardly to any body, being in hopes of having an account Walpole 
of Mr. Craggs being with you, but by my laft letters of the 21ft, I find he P a pe«* 
was not come nor news of him, fo that I fhall be in pain til I hear he be fafe, 
fearing fome accident at fea. As the fate of 87 [the parliament] mull before 
this be defided, we are very impatient of letters, and 39 [Marlborough] has 

delired 
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defired of me, that he may hear freely from you, what 273 [Walpole] think 
may be rely’d upon; he means as to 38 [the duke of Shrewfbury]. I am 
with the greateft truth ever yours. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Necefiiy of procuring members if a new parliament Jhould be afembled.— 

■ Elebtrefs Sophia and the debtor alarmed at the proceedings in England. 

" .Auguft 12th, 1710. N. S« 

j Have now time to return you my thanks for your favour of the 18th pall; 

we have this afternoon received the letters from England of the 25th and 
28th, by which I had from 273 [Walpole] inclofed a printed paper of a 
letter from P—m [Petkum*] to B—s, but noe other letter or any other 
news, fo that I fuppofe things continue in the fame uncertainty they did as to 
87 [the parliament] and 89 [the whigs] tho’ I heare from other hands, that 
preparations are making on both fides for a new 87, [parliament] in which 
cafe I believe 273 [Walpole] may have what he formerly defired as ufeful at 
fuchajunfture; and fhould that happen 38 [Godolphin] and 210 [Marlbo¬ 
rough] muft fpare no pains nor expence on fuch an occafion, and I think 
great power and a long purfe, fhould be put into the mighty hand of 185, 
who I dare fay will make a prevailing [ufe of it, and 274 muft reprefent to 
240 [the duchefs of Marlborough] that a penny fpent is twopence gott on 
fuch an occafion; I am told from good hands, that 84 [tories] have lately 
made great addreffes to 51 [eleftrefs fophia] but without effe ft, for 51 [fophia] 
52 [eleftor] and all that hdufe are very much alarmed at the late proceedings 
in England, and think it is time to look about them being apprehenfive of 54 ; 
and are almoft ready to declare for 89 [the whigs], 

HORACE WALPOLE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Endorfed —“ Brother Horace, Auguft 18, 1710, N. S.” 

Speculations on the probability of a dijfolution of parliament , and on the effebt 
of meafures in England on the continent. 

HEAR BROTHER, Hague, Auguft the iSth, 1710, N. S. 

(]APTAIN Kennedy having promifed to deliver this to you with his own 
hand, I venture to acquaint you that what 273 [Walpole] formerly de¬ 
fired, relating to what paffed between 116 [the emperor] and 42 [the queen] 
upon the removal of 6 [Sunderland] was fent by laft ppft under cover to 
T-y, and the direction to 273 [Walpole] was in French, with his name 

* Petkum, minifer to the duke of Holftein. 
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falfe fpelt ; to prevent fufpicion of the perfon that fent it; I defire to know Period I. 
by the firft opportunity whether it came fafe to hand ; laft night we had letters I i 7 ° oto ^ 7 1 
from England dated the 4th, but I was favoured with none from -you by 1710. 
that occafion. • It feems the difiolution of this parliament is ftill uncertain ; 
and I mull own I Ihould nott be much concerned at the misfortune of loofing 
fo good a houfe, fuppofing we could be affured that people’s eyes are fo 
far opened, and the whig intereft foe Itrong in the country as to be able to 
have a majority of the right fide by a new election; for altho’ the hazard 
might for the prefent make the publick creditt fall; yet a new return of good 
members would foon make it rife, and putt it upon a better foot, than -I am 
afraid you will find it at the laft feflion of a dying parliament. For fince 
there mull be another chofen next fummer; the expectations that the French 
have from our civill broyls will make them defer fpeaking lincerely about 
peace, untill they fee what turn and effect the new elections will have in Eng¬ 
land, and the fame reafon will make people both at home and abroad very 
referved in lending their money to our government; whereas a good new 
parliament will cutt off all hopes from France, and will be a great encourage¬ 
ment to the well intentioned to contribute their utmoft to fupport us. But 
this is fayd upon the fuppofition of having the greateft probability of a good 
•parliament by a new choice. In the mean time I believe this people can be 
kept very Heady to the honeft intereft of England, and to the common caufe, 
until they fee what the commons of Great Britain, are like to doe, but att all 
events, I hope our friends will be very carefull about coming to any bargains; 
for the other fide who have all the power with 239 [the queen] will never 
make any advances for that end, untill they find they are nott able to fupport 
the violent meafurcs they had at firft concerted, fo that a compofition on our 
fide I think can have no other effefit than to give the ennemy a prefent advan- • 
tage, and divide the whigs, for the country whigs will always defire to aCt a 
free and independent part, and never care to be governed by the private in¬ 
trigues of 91 and will immediately cry out they are given up; and fhould 
the next feffions by that means pafs with differences, and confufion among 
our friends, it may have a very bad influence upon the enfuing elections. 

I can with great fatisfaClion affure you that the houfe of 51 [Hanover] is 
very fenfible of what is doing in England; of the deceitfull addreffes of 84 
[the tories] and of the fincere intentions of 89 [the whigs] to promote their 
intereft; I cant forbeare telling you in confidence that I think 39 [Marl- 

vot.11. part 11. x borough] 
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borough] fhould be very diligent in making his court there, which I am 
afraid was formerly a little negle&ed; and I am perfwaded he will find all 
imaginable regard, and confidence from thence. 

My refpe&s to 11 [duke of Devonlhire]. 

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 
LORD TOWNSHEND TO GENERAL STANHOPE. 
Conflernation occajioncd ly the removal of lord treafurer Godolphin. 

DEAR SIR, Hague, Auguft 26, 1710, 

J Muft refer you to M. Walpole for an account of the news this place 
affords, as well of our confufions in England; from whence we had by the 
laft poft the fatal news of lord treafurer’s being removed from his office, which 
has put this country into the greateft confternation. God only knows what 
deftrufition our new miniftry is preparing for us. I heartily wifh you all 
imaginable fuccefs in your future enterprizes, and beg you would do me the 
juftice to believe that I am with the greateft truth and refpeft, &c. 

THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Alarmed at the removal of Godolphin. 

SIR, Auguft the 28th, 1710, 

J Have received the favour of your’s of the 8th, that as well as the reft of 
my letters brought me the furprifing news of the white ftaf being taken from 
lord treafurer. 39 [Marlborough] has for fome time been prepar’d for thefe 
mortefycations, he at this diftance can’t fee where this will end, but he is lure 
to the beft of his underftanding he will a& like an honeft man, and whilft em¬ 
ploy’d doe what he fhall judge beft for his queen and country, and as he 
relyes on the friendfhip of 273 [Walpole] he muft defire to heat often from 
him, I am with much truth. 

THE DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
Endorfed—“ Lord Marlborough, received 16th, O. S.” 

Determines to aft with the whigs. 

SIR » Sept. 18, 1710. 

Y OU will know my thoughts by fir Ri. Tenjple j finee his being'gone Mr. 
Collins has brought me your two letters of the 26th and the ift of this 

month. 
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month. I have beg’d of 38 [Godolphin] to ufe his intereft with 200 [Boyle], Period I. 
and I have write myfelf to lord Coninfbey j as 199 [Harley] and thofe people 1 / 00t0171 4 ; 
fpread all over England lyes, the honeft people fhou’d be induftrious of letting 1710. 

the truth be known. I agree with you that the belt thing is to ufe all endea¬ 
vours poffible for tfje getting honeft men into 87 [parliament] and lett what 
will happen 39 [Marlborough] will always be ready for taking meafures with 
89 [the whigs] which fooner or later muft bring all things right. 


1711. 


Thefe letters from fecretary St.John, afterwards vifcount Bolingbroke, fully 
contradiH the current opinion that Marlborough continued always upon 
good terms with him. The inlinuation in the firft letter that Marlborough 
aimed at the crown, originated in party malice. Swift in his fcurrilous 
pamphlet, for it does not deferve the name of a hiftory, of the four laft 
years of queen Anne, accufes him of this intention under the affe&ation 
of defending him from the charge. 

COPY OF A LETTER* FROM 
SECRETARY ST. JOHN TO —— DRUMMOND. 

Injinuates that Marlborough aimed at the crown.. 

Jan. 23, 1710— II i 

to the great manf you mention I have wrote a few but plain words to 1711. 
your penfionary. He was not received with the acclamations you heard Atlle Papers, 
ofj and they are much miftaken that imagine that he can be upon any other 
bottom , than what the queen pleafes to put him, I dare fay he is convinced 
by this time that he cannot lead either his miftrefs or any one elfe as he ufed 
to do. We lhall fend him over a fubjefit; take care you do not put royalty 
into his head. 

* Thefe letters from fecretary St. John to Drummond are in the pofieflion of Andrew Berkley 
Drummond, Efq. and were communicated to me by Thomas Aftle, Efq. The fecretary ap¬ 
pears to have repofed much confidence in Drummond, and to have correfponded with him with¬ 
out the knowledge of the other members of the cabinet. He is probably the fame perfon who 
is mentioned in Carte’s memorandum book, under the name of John Drummond, as the confidant 
of lord Bolingbroke. See Macpherfon’s Papers, vol. ii. p, 530, 532, f Marlborough. 
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1711. 

Cenfures the condvB of Marlborough, andjufiifes the difmiffion of Godolphin.—« 
Rude behaviour of Vrybergue, the Dutch minifier. 

Whitehall, Jan. the 23d. 1710—11. 

Aide Papers. JgESIDES your letters of the 20th and 26th, which I acknowledg’d onTuef- 
day, I have now receiv’d yours of the 30th. The queen has been a little 
troubled with the gout; and three polls coining in togather almoft, have fo 
overloaded us with bufinefs, that I have not been able to take her majefty’s. 
pleafure concerning the Spanilh fihips, or indeed to lay the matter before my 
lords of the council. I will not fail by the very firfl opportunity to do both* 
andT hope to turn that affair to your fatisfa&ion. 

As to the great man, I own to you freely he afts in my opinion a little and 
an ill judged part. I Ihould be tedious if I defcended to particulars, but take 
this general idea of his conduQ and fcituation. The queen, and thofe who 
are in her intire confidence, are defirous to pleafe our friends in Holland, and 
- to continue him at the head of the army.’ In order to this every thing which 
as duke of Marlborough, or as general, he can expeft, has been, and will be 
comply’d with. Every thing neceffary to put his troops into condition is 
done and doing; every thing necelfary to make him eafy in the field is done 
likewife, by the declaration which the queen has made of hisloudeft enemy the 
duke of Argyle, to be general of the Brittilh troops in Spain. He has been 
told by the duke of Shrewfbury, by Mr. Harley, and by your humble fervant, 
that fince the queen agrees to his commanding the army, it is our duty, and 
in the higheft degree our intereft, to fupport him, if poffible, better than he 
ever yet was, and that he may depend upon this. He has feen in other in- 
ftances that we.were able to fee, and to purfue that which was right; why 
fhould he think us capable of judging on this oeeafion fo wrong ? He was 
told att firft, that he had nothing to reproach us. with; that his wife, my lord 
Godolphin and himfelf, had thrown the queen’s favour away; and that he 
ought not to be angry if other people had taken it up. He was told that his 
true intereft confided in getting, rid of his wife*, who was grown to be irre- 

* The duchefs of Marlborough has ftudioufly avoided to take any notice, in her Apology, of 
this fad, which thews the imprudence of Marlborough and Godolphin, and proves how entirely 
they were governed by that imperious woman. 
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concileable with the queen affoon as he could, and with the beft grace which Period I. 
he could ; inftead of this, he teas’d the queen and made the uttmoft effort to I < 7 °— 71 ^ * 
keep this woman in her places ; he never brought the key* till he had but three 1711. 
days given him to do it in, and till he found that a longer delay was not to 
be hoped for from the queen’s refolution, however he now pretends to make 
a merit of this refignation. He has been told he muft draw a line between 
all that is palled, and all that is to come, and that he muft begin entirely upon 
a new foot; that if he looked back to make complaints, he would have more 
retorted upon him than it was poflible to anfwer; that if he would make his 
former condudl the rule of his future behaviour, he would render his in- 
terefts incompatible with thofe of the queen. What is the effedl of all this 
plain dealing ? he fubmits, he yields, he promifes to comply ; on the ftruggles 
to alleviate Meredyth’s difgrace, and to make the queen make a lefs figure by 
going back, than fire could have done by taking no notice at all of the info- 
lence of him and his comrades, he is angry at the duke of Argyle’s being ap¬ 
pointed to command in Spain, and would I fuppofe have him punifhed for 
aiding on a plan which we all, even the queen herfelf, have, heen concerned 
in. 

In fhort, to finifh this difcription, I doubt he thinks it poffible for him 
to have the fame abfolute power which he was once veiled with, and believes, 
perhaps, that thofe whb ferve the queen are weak enough not to fee the ufe 
he would make of it once more. By all the judgement which I can form, the 
exterior is a little mended, but att heart, the fame fentiments remain, and 
thele heighten’d and inflam’d by what he called provocations. We fit all do 
what we can to fupport him in the command of the army, without betraying our 
miftrefs ; and unlefs he is infatuated, he will help us in this defign, for you 
muft know, that the moment he leaves the fervice, and lofes the prote&ion of 
the court; fuch feenes will open, as no viftorys can varnifh over. 

This is an honeft, and I hope a clear account; lay your foundation here, 
and whatever happens, judge from hence. I think that the beft thing which 
the duke can do, is to go over as foon as poffible, for which the letter of the 
States to the queen gives a very proper handle. This letter was deliver’d 
to night to the queen by Vrybergue ; and is very difereet, A propos to Vry- 
bergue, talking to him on Sunday att the back flairs, of bufinefs in a very fober 

* The gold key, the enfign of one of his wife’s places. 
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and calm manner, he took occafion to interrupt himfelf, and with fome emotion 
to fay, that as long as he felt that people had a confidence in him, he would 
have the fame in them, but that when they had none, he knew how to live 
with them accordingly, or to that effeft. The expreffions were harfh and the 
manner was harfher; I only anfwered with a fmile. I'confider him as the 
minifter of the States; and in that charafler, and in that alone, will always 
fhew him refpeQu 

I intreat you to allure the penfionary of my moft fincere refpefts, and to 
let him know that whenever he has any commands for me, I will upon the 
leafthint, catch att an opportunity of obeying them. In doing this, I lhall 
have the additional fatisfaStion of making my court to the queen, who has the 
greateft value imaginable for the penfionary’s confummate wifdom, and in¬ 
flexible integrity. I do not know whether fome turn may not ftill be found 
to gratifye you in a minifter att the Hague, fince the perfon talk’d of feems 
fo little to be approved. Keep this to yourfelf, and leave us to work it.. I 
allow confiderably for miftak.es in intelligence, and for the affeQed boafts of 
the French before the opening of a campagne; and yet I incline to think 
that they will make all manner of ways a great effort this year. I beg of you 
to be-vigilant in getting what accounts you can of their naval preparations. 
The notice fent me in your laft I have received from other parts of France 
with fome other circumftances. Sir James Wifhart will be order’d, if thefe 
reports come confirm’d, to prefs with the ftronger inftances that the Dutch, 
fhould do more by fea, than of late years they have been us’d to do. Whilft 
we fpare nothing to pufh the Flanders war, you muft not fuffer us to be 
ruin’d in our trade and infulted on our coafts. 

I will give you no further trouble by thispoft, but conclude this long letter 
by my hearty affurances of being ever, fir, your faithful humble fervant. 


1 
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OF A LETTER FROM 
JOHN TO - DRUMMOND. 

ObjeBs to lay frefi and heavy burdens on the Low Countries.—Denies that lord 
Peterborough has had orders to offer the Spanijh monarchy to the duke of 
Savoy.—Remarks on that delicate fubjeht.—Cenjures the conduct of the jlates 
in regard to the northern affairs. 

SIR, Whitehall, April the 27th, O. S. 1711. 

YOUR letter of the firft of May togather with the inclofed I receiv’d Allle Papers* 
with that fatisfaftion which I read every thing that comes from you. I 
cannot agree that lord Orery is fo much in the wrong, or that there is fo much 
danger of lofing the fubfiftance of the imperial and palatine troops, as Mr. 

Watkins feems to believe. My lord has the queen’s poffitive and repeated 
orders to infift in the firft place, that the Spanilh provinces Ihould furnifh all 
the expences charg’d upon them for the fervice of the war; but he is directed 
att the fame time to aft the part of an advocate and proteftor, when any unrea¬ 
sonable propofitiorv is by other people prefs’d upon them. Nay in fuch cafes as- 
the common neceffity will oblige him to yield, and where he knows beforehand 
that he is to do fo, the queen will however approve his conduft if he lhews- 
a reluftancy to enter into oppreffive meafures, and if att the time he confenta- 
to load them on- one account, he endeavours to eafe them in. fome other 
refpeft. 

Thefe unhappy countrys have found the government of thofe,. who pretend 
to be the aflertors of publick liberty, fo tyrannical and fo barbarous, that you 
know better than I how near they are driven to defpair. The queen’s fer- 
vants have, to the reproach of our government and.nation, been in great 
meafure the inftruments of all thefe vile proceedings. Something therefore 
muft be done to relieve the miferable people, and fomething to redeem the 
honour of the Brittilh name. We have in anfwer to a refolution of the 
States, and to a memorial of Monfieur Vrybergue’s grounded thereon, fpoke 
very frankly to. this effeft : but to you I will add this farther, that it s by no 
means our intereft that Holland Ihould compafs all their aim att with refpeft 
to thefe provinces. 

I lhall be forry if my lord Orery does not live in a good correfpondence r 
fince it is abfolutely neceffary for the publick fervice, with the duke of Marl¬ 
borough ; who did really make great advances, and fuch as could not be with’, 
any grace declined, before they left the kingdom. 

I hardly 
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‘eriod I. i hardly believe that the French are (hipping any forces att Bred; but if 
3° o^, i4 « jhould^ -in the opinion, and with the defign you mention, I wifh them 
1.7 n. heartily a good voyage. 

Your converfation with the penfionary, I hope by the fir A: letters to have an 
account of. In the mean time you may allure him, that my lord Peterborow 
has had no orders to offer the Spanifh monarchy to the duke of Savoy, nay 
his journey to Turin is undertaken againft the queen’s intentions, and even 
his inftrudlions ; fmce the latter obliges him to continue at Vienna, till all the 
points in difpute are fettled to the fatisfafilion of Monfieurde Mellarede, and 
you know that he took the refolution of going to the duke of Savoy, alfoon as 
that was adjufted which relates to the fiefs of Monferrate, and which is but 
half of one article out of four. 

Declaring the duke of Savoy’s (mediate fucceffion to Spain can have but¬ 
ane eifed, which is to haften the Auftrian minifters to fome compofition with 
France; if king Charles is once fecure of the empire, he will think it much 
More his intereft to unite the Italian territorys to it, and to enjoy the whole 
with peace, than to continue a war for aggrandifirig the houfe of Savoy att 
the.expence of having loft himfelf. We are as cautious upon this fubjeft, 
and we think it as nice and dangerous a matter to handle as the penfionary 
can do. But give me leave to tell you that our friends in Holland mult not 
leave this affair to take care of itfelf, as they have done that of the north. 
The queen has hitherto not at all interpos’d, but left the whole management 
of this Laft to the States, -and what a dilemma are we, now reduced to. The 
king of Sweden has been made neither unwilling nor unable to hurt us. He 
has had in great meafure the advantage of the aft of neutrality, and yet is under 
no obligation to abide by it, and now that he has gain’d time enough he bids 
you in plain terms declare whether you will make good the guaranty of the 
treaty o-f Travendahl or not, that he may take his meafures accordingly. 
The fcituation of the 'northern affairs gives the queen no fmall degree of 
tmeafinefs. - - 

Mr. Harley was yeflerday att the houfe of commons for the firft * time, 
the compliment which the fpeaker made him in the name of the houfe, and 
his reply to it were extremely fine.—We fay att court that he will be cail’d 
by another appellation in few days. 

* On his recovery after being (tabbed by Guifcard, he vyas oh the 24th of May, created earl 
©f Oxford and Mortimer. 
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THE EARL OF CLARENDON TO SECRETARY BROMLEY® 


Period. I. 
1700 to 1714. 


Tirjl audience with the eleBor.—Delivers his credentials.—The eleBor acknow¬ 
ledges great obligations to> and confidence in the queen , and declares that the 
demand for the writ to call his fon to the houfe of peers to as made without 
his knowledge and confient.—Interview with the other parts of the electoral 
family . 


1714® 


SIR, Hanover, Auguft 7th, N. S. 1714* 

QN Saturday laft I had my firft audience of the eleflor, at noon, at Heren- , * Aftle 
haufen, he recived me in a room where he was alone. A gentleman of the P a P er5 * 
court came to my lodgings here with two of the eledlors coaches, and carried me 
to Herenhaufen. I was met at my arrival out of the coach by Mr. D’Haremburg, 
marlhall of the court, and at the top of the flairs by the chevalier Reden, fe- 
cond chamberlain, (the count de Plaaten, great chamberlain, being very lick) 
he conduced me through three rooms, to the room where the ele&or was, who 
met me at the door of that room, and being returned three or four fteps intq 
that room, he flopped, and the door was fliut. I then delivered my creden¬ 
tials to him, and made him a compliment from the queen, to which he an- 
fwered that he had always had the greateft veneration imaginable for the 
queen, that he was always ready to acknowledge the great obligations he and 
his family have to her majefty, and that he defired nothing more eameftly 
than to entertain a good correfpondence with her; he alked me whether I 
left the queen in good health, that he wilhed her health very heartily. I told 
him that when I had the honour to take leave of the queen, I left her in very 
good health, that I had received letters from England fince my arrival here, 
by which I was informed that the queen continued to enjoy her health, 

[ told him I was very glad to find his highnefs fo well inclined, and that 
[ defired I might have a private audience as foon as poffibie, that I might 
tave an opportunity of acquainting him fully with what I had received in 
tommand from the queen. To this he anfwercd, that he was very forry 
hat the king of Pruflia’s coming had hindered him fo long from feeing me ; 
hat he did not defire to delay one minute longer the receiving her majefty’s 


* .Thefe original letters which relate to the earl of Clarendon’s embafly to the court of 
lanover are in the poffeffion of Thomas Aftle, Efq. He purchafed them with feveral others, 
it the fale of lord Clarendon’s manuferipts by Baker and Leigh, in 1765. 
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commands, and that I was at liberty to fay then, all that I had in command 
from her. I then delivered to him the queen’s anfwer to his memorial, and the 
other letter, and I fpoke upon all the heads contained in my inftrudlions, and 
in your letter * of the 22d of June, O. S. when I told him, that as the queen 
had already done all that could be done to fecure the fucceffion to her crowns 
to his family, fo fhe expecled that if he has any reafon to fufpedt defigns are 
carrying on to difappoint it, he fhould fpeak plainly upon that fubjeQ:; he 
interrupted me, and faid thefe words, “ Je n’ay jamais cru que la reine eust 
aucuns deffeins contre les 'interets de ma famille, et je ne f^ache pas d’avoir 
donne aucun fujet de croire, que je voulufle rien entreprendre contre les 
interets de famajefte, ou quipuft luy deplaire, c’eft ce que je ne feray jamais: 
la reine m’a fait 1’honneur de m’efcrire pour fcavoir ce que je fouhaitois que 
1’on lift pour affeurer d’avantage la fucceffion, furquoy nous avons donne un- 
memoire par efcrit a monfieur Harley, a laquelle il n’y a point encore eu de 
reponce.” 

I told him I had juft then had the honour to deliver to him an anfwer to- 
that memorial, and that if when he had perufed that anfwer, he defired to have 
any part of that anfwer explained, I did beleive, I fhould be able to do it to 
his fatisfa&ion. Then I proceeded to fpeak upon the other points, and when I 
came to mention Schutz demanding the writ for the duke of Cambridge, he 
laid thefe words, <r J’efpere que la reine n’a pas cru que cela s’eft fait par moa 
ordre, je vous allure que cela a efte fait a moninfceu; la defunfte eledtrice 
avoit efcrit a Schuts fans que je l’aye fceu pour s’informer pourquoy le prince 
n’avoitpaseu fbn writ puis q’uelle croyoit qu’on les envoyoit a tous ceux qui 
eftoient pairs, et luy au lieu de cela, alia demander le writ, mefme fans l’ordre 
de l’eledlrice; je ne feray rien qui puiffe, en aucune fa$on, choquer la reine,a 
qui nous avons tant d’obligatio-ns.” My fpeaking to him, and the anfwershe 
made me, took up fomething above an hour, then I had audience of the elec¬ 
toral prince, and duke Erneft, the eledtor’s brother in the fame room, then 
of the electoral princefs; after that I had the honour to dine with them all, 
and after dinner, here in town, I had audience of the eleQoral prince’s fon 
and two daughters. At dinner the eledlor feemed to be in very good humour, 
talked to me feveral times, afked feveral queftiom about England, and feemed 
very willing to be informed. It is very plain to me, he knows very little of 
our conftitution, and feems to be fenlible that he has been impofed upon. The. 

* This letter and the memorial which axe alio in Mr.. Aftle’s. colleSion, are printed by 
Macpherfon, vol. ii. p. 608, 628, , , 
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eleEtoral prince told me he thought himfelf very happy, that the queen had him Period I. 
in her thoughts, that he ftiould be very glad it were in his power to convince ^ 7 °° to 1714^ .. 
the queen how grateful a fenfe he had of all her favours: duke Erneft faid, , 7I4 . 
the queen did him a great deal of honour to remember him, that he molt 
heartily wilh’d the continuance of her majefty’s health, he hoped no one of 
his family'would ever be fo ungrateful as to forget the very great obligations 
they all had to her. The electoral princefs faid fhe was very glad to hear 
the queen was well, fhe hoped fhe would enjoy good health many years, that 
her kindnefs to this family was fo great, that they could never make fufficient 
acknowledgments for it. 

Thus I have acquainted you with all that paffed at the firft audience. I 
have been at court every night fince, for the time of making one’s court here 
is from fix to nine in the evening; to-morrow I intend to defire - a private 
audience in order to difcourfe more fully upon what I have faid to him, and 
to fee how he takes the queen’s anfwer to his memorial. All the minifters 
here, (except Mr. Buleau, who is not in town) have been with me, and make 
great profefiions of refpeCl for the queen, I have returned all their vifits, and 
have dealt fo plainly with them as to tell them, that I am very glad to. find 
them in fo good a difpofition, and rather becaufe they will now have an op¬ 
portunity to prove their faith by their works.—The Mufcovite envoy, and 
the PoliJh envoy have fent to me, hearing 1 had fent to notifie my arrival to 
them they are juft come to town, and I fuppofe I fhall fee them to-morrow. 

I believe by this time I have pretty well tired you, fo I fhall conclude in in¬ 
treating the favour of you to give my moft humble duty to the queen, whom 
I pray God long to preferve. I am, &c. 

THE EARL OF CLARENDON TO SECRETARY BROMLEY. 

Speaks Javourally of the eleBor , who renews his ajfurances that his dependence 
is folely on the queen.—Speaks unfavourably of Robelhon t who governs Bernf- 
dorf. 

SIR, Hanover, Auguft: 15, N.S. 1714. 

J Trouble you with this letter by Mr. Barlow. I gave you in my letter the Aille Papert, 
yth inftant, N. S. an account of the anfwers the eleClor made to me at jay 
firft audience, I did not then fend you an account of what I faid to him in 
purfuance of the queen’s inftruClions to me, and the letter I received from 

c 2 you 
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you afterwards, I now fend it to-you in the fame words I fpoke to him : for 
the anfwers you will give me leave to referr you to my letter of the 7th inft. 

I hope and I think I have not omitted any thing that I was to fpeak to, if I 
have not done it in fo good language as able people would have done, I hope 
I fhall be pardoned, that I thought upon this occafion the plaineft language 
was the beft, fo that if I had been able to do better, I fliould have been guilty 
of the fame, I have done ; that it might not be pretended they could not un- 
derftand me. Mr. Bernfdorf is governed by Robethon, who. is as bad as bad 
can be. I have been twice with Mr. Bernfdorf fince my fecond audience 
he has promifed me I fhall have an anfwer in writing to what I faid to the 
elector, when I fee that I fhall be able to fay more ; the elector continues 
Hill to fay, every time I fpeak to him, that he is ready on his part to do any 
thing to preferve a good correfpondence with the queen, that he has not and 
will have no dependance upon any body but the queen. I told him I hoped 
he would give thofe affurances to her majefty in the beft and fulleft manner, 
he feems to be a man of very good temper, the people here generally fpeak 
with great value of him, and his brother duke Erneft. It is certain the 
eleftor has never yet fpoken to Shuts fince he came home; he comes to court 
in the evening, but as foon as the eledlor appears he goes away, and indeed 
nobody here looks upon him, but the electoral prince, and that is in private : 
Mr. Guerts, who is prefident des finances, is a very good man and always in 
oppofition to Bernfdorf: the count de Plaaten, who is great chamberlain, is a 
fine gentleman, but never meddles with bufinefs. Mr. D’Elfe and Mr. Bufch 
who are two others of the council are men that meddle no farther than they 
are called upon by the elector, there are no other counfellors now here. By 
what I can hear I find that the king of Pruffia’s journey here was to endea¬ 
vour to engage this court in the project I took the liberty to mention to you 
in a letter from the Hague, for dividing the king of Sweden’s territory’s in 
Germany, but I don’t find he has fucceeded here.—The elector talks of go¬ 
ing in three weeks time to a place called Vinhaufen, and from thence to 
Guehre, a place where he goes every year to hunt the flag, and flays all the 
fall of the year, fo that if I am not difpatcht before he goes out of town, I 
muft either follow him to thofe places which .will be very chargeable to me, 
or I muft flay here till winter, which I hope the queen does not intend. 
Therefore I entreat the favour of you, that Mr. Barlow may be fent back to 
me as foon as poffible with fuch farther, commands he has for me here if any. 

I fuppofe 
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I fuppofe in a few days I (hall have the elector’s anfwer in writing, which I Period I. 
hope will be to the queen’s fatisfaBion, if fo, I fuppofe I have no more to V* 00 t ° I " 1 4-; 
do here: however I beg the favour of you, that I may know the queen’s com- 1714.. 
mands as foon as poffible.—This moon I believe will put an end to whatever 
might be called fummcr in this country, fo it will not be long good travelling 
in this part of the world.—I entreat the favour of you to give my moft 
humble duty to the queen, whom I pray God long to preferve. I have 
had no letters or news from England thefe two laft polls. I am with great 
refpeB. 

Anfwer of queen Anne to the memorial of their eleBoral highneffes, con¬ 
cerning the fecurity of the proteftant fucceffion, alluded to in the preceding 
letters. 

Declares her refolution to promote the fuccejfion in the houfe of Brunfwick.— 

Cannot infift on the removal of the pretender from Loraine.—Will not confent 
to the refidence of the eleBoral prince in England. 

r J''HE queen having conlidered the memorial of their eleBoral highneffes, Aftle Papers. 

the late eleBrefs Dowager and the eleBorof JBrunfwick, thinks fit to give 
the following anfwer : That Mr. Harley was direBed to affure their eleBoral 
highneffes, her majefty would not only confent to, but promote-any additional 
fecurity they Ihould defire, for the fucceffion of their eleBoral houfe to-her 
crowns, confiftent with her honour, her fafety, and the laws whereby that fuc¬ 
ceffion is eftablifhed. That her majefty has ufed her inftances to have the 
pretender removed out of Lorraine, and fince the late addreffes of parliament 
has repeated jfhem, and has writ herfelf to the duke of . Lorraine to prefs it in 
the ftrbngeft terms. This her majefty has done to get him removed, but it 
cannot be imagined it is in her power to preferibe where the pretender fhall 
go, or by whom he Ihall be received. His being removed out of France is 
more than was provided for by the peace of Ryfwick.—Correfpondence with 
the pretender, is by law high treafon, and it is her majefty’s interefl and care 
to have that law ftriHly executed. The vain hopes entertained at Bar le Due, 
and the reports from thence are not to be wondered at. Her majefty thinks 
herfelf fully fecured, as well by treaty as by.the duty and affeBion of her peo¬ 
ple, againft all attempts whatfoever. Befides thefe fecurities her majefty has 
a fettled militia, and fuch other force as her parliament, to whofe confideration 
Ihe referred that matter, judged fufficient for the fafety of her kingdom; and 
it cannot be unknown that a Handing army in time of peace, without confent 

of 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period I. of parliament, is contrary to the fundamental law of this realm. Her majefty 
?ootoi7t4. j s £- o £ ar f rom b e i n g unfurnifhed with a fleet; that fhe has at this time more 
1714. fhips at fea, and ready to be put to fea, than any other power in Europe. 

Her majefty looks upon it to be very unneceflary, that one of the eleftoral 
family fliould refide in Great Britain to take care of the fecurity of her royal 
perfon, of her kingdoms, and of the Proteftant fucceffion as is exprefled in the 
memorial. This, God and the laws have entrufted to her majefty alone, and 
to admit any perfon into a lhare in thefe cares with her majefty would be as 
dangerous to the public tranquility, as it is inconfiftent with the conftitution . 
of .the monarchy. After the frequent affurances her majefty has given, of 
her refolutions to maintain the fucceflion as bylaw eftablifhed, there can be 
no room to doubt but her majefty will do all that is in her power to fecure it. 
The common interefts of her majefty and of the eleftor will certainly be bell 
recured by a mutual confidence, and by their a ding in concert together.' This 
her majefty-has always defired, and will on all occafions promote. When 
her majefty confiders the ufe which Iras been endeavoured to be made of the 
titles fhe has already conferred, fhe has little encouragement to grant any more. 
Granting titles of honour in the laft reign to perfons of foreign birth gave fuch 
diflatisfaftion to the nation as produced a provifion in the aft of parliament, 
whereby the fucceffion is eftablilhed in the eleftoral houfe, that when the limi¬ 
tation in that aft fhall take effeft, no perfons born out of the kingdoms of 
England, Scotland, Ireland, or the dominions thereunto belonging, tho’ natu- 
ralized^or made a denizen, (except fuch as are born of Engliffi parents) {hall 
be capable to he of the privy council, or a member of either houfe of parlia¬ 
ment, or to enjoy any office or place of truft, or to have a grant of lands, te¬ 
nements, or hereditaments from the crown to himfelf, or any other in truft for 
him. Her majefty is thus particular in her anfwer to the memorial, and hopes 
there will be fuch a good underftanding between her majefty and the eleftor, 
.that as the-will continue to do all ffie can to maintain the fucceffion, fo nothing 
will be aflked of her Majefty but what fhall be proper to be complied with. 

. .Given at our court at Kenfington the 19th day of June, 1714, in the thir¬ 
teenth year of our reign. 
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PERIOD THE SECOND, 
1714—1720. 


*714* 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE REV.. HENRY ETOOGH, 

CharaBer of lord Halifax.—His diffatisfaBion and intrigues with thetories .— 

Caufes of the report that a tory adminiflration was to be formed' on the ac~ 
cejjioti of George the firjl.—No foundation for that report.—Character of ' 
fir Thomas Hanmer. 

DEAR ETOUGH, Putney, Sept, 21, 1752., 

J Doe not pretend to deferve any of die engaging good qualitys, you heap Period II. 

upon me, excepting that of truth wliat I know I am free to tell you, but I 7 I 4 t01 7 a °; 
will tell you nothing pofitively, hut what I think I know. , Etough 

As to lord Halifax, I think lie was an able fpeaker, and an alpiring minifter, Papers, 
infolent in power, and miferable and deje&ed to the laft degree when out of 
k; it was. fayd that before queen Ann’s death, he had condefcended to make 
his court to lord Oxford, and was upon tolerable terms with him weaning 
himfelfe from his former intimacy and cordiality, with the Heady whigs j upon 

her 
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;riod II. her majefty’s demife, he ambitioned to be lord high treafurer of Great Brit- 
4to i 72o. ta j n ^ ^ ut fi n( ^i n g that thofe who were like to be confiderable, and to be con- 
1714. fulted, thought it molt advifeable, to putt that great office in commiffion, 
among whom lord Townfhend had the greateft weight at Hannover; it is very 
poffible, and indeed probable that lord Hallifax upon his own ftrength, thought 
fitt to recommend himfelfe to be lord treafurer, and Bromley to be his chan- 
celour of the exchequer, and fir Thomas Hanmer to be teller of the exche¬ 
quer, and other torys to other places, in order to make himfelfe the cheif of 
a motley miniftry, but I doe not beleive that Bromley ever had the offer made 
him of being chancelour of the exchequer. Sir Thomas Hanmer was talk’d of 
on account of his having affifted in rejeQing the Commerce Bill, and for his 
more moderate behaviour at the latter end of queen Ann’s reign, (which as 
you very well obferved, proceeded from his being difappointed in his hopes 
of the feals) to have fome confiderable place, nay, there was a flying report of 
his being one of the fecretafy’s of ftate, but it was nothing but report. 

You muff know that there was att the court of Hannover before queen Ann 
dyed, two confiderable miniflers in oppofition to one another, Mr. Bernfdorf 
and Mr. Gortz ; the firft always endeavoured to encourage and promote a 
difpofition in the king for the fucceffion of his family to the crown, the other 
was as carneft to divert and difl’wade him from it as a chimerical notion; 
when the throne became vacant, Bernfdorf efpoufed the whig party, and 
Gortz that of the torys, and I' beleive their intrigues and correfpondence, with 
each fide was managed accordingly ; and ’tis poffible that by this means the 
torys might have had fome, or made themfelves beleive they had fome glim¬ 
mering expectations of being employed, but they muft have been very flight 
and very tranfient, and.all imaginary fchemes of a mixt miniftry foon vanifhed, 
by his' Majefty having appointed before he left Hannover fome time lord 
Townfhend to be dole fecretary of ftate: and as he had it in his power to re¬ 
commend his collegue, Mr. Boyle was offer’d that place, but he perceiving 
that there would be a great fermentation-in parliament, on account of the male 
adminiftration, at the latter end of queen Ann’s reign, in which, altho’ he was 
no ways concerned, having refigned the feals upon the removall of lord 
Godolphin, as he was not of a temper to aft in troublefome times, declined 
that flation, and was at his own requeft made lord Carleton, and I recom¬ 
mended Mr. Stanhope (afterwards lord) to lord Townfhend to be fecretary 
of ftate; knowing indeed that he had a fruitfull and luxuriant genius in foreign 
affairs, which I hoped he would have fufferd to be check’d or pruned by lord 

Townf- 
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Townfhend’s prudence, but I never imagined he would have proved wild. Period II. 
mad, and ungratefull; upon the whole I do not believe that Bromley or any I , 7l ^ t< ~ >1 7 2 °; 
other confiderable torys had the offer of any confiderable places from king 17^. 
George. ’Tis poffible that Hanmer might have had a teller’s place, if he would 
have left his party; for my part I never look’d upon him as of any confe- 
quence, his perfon, parts, and principles were of a piece; he had a very 
hanfome mien and appearance, butt ’is faid he could not pleafe the lady’s; he 
could make an eloquent elaborate and plaufible fpeech, but never was thought 
a man of bufinefs, or knowledge. He would aft and vote with the torys, and 
yett fayd he was no jacobite; he declared himfelfe for the Hannover fuc- 
ceffion, and would never aft or.vote in fupport of it; he dyed at laft, poor 
gentleman, without having much obliged or difobliged any perfon or party, 
and rather pityed than either hated or beloved. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Requejls that Mr. Rogers may be excufed from ferving the office of JheriJf on 

account of his wife’s death. 

MV LORD, Nor. 8, i 7 r4. 

jgY the bell accounts I have mett fince my coming hither, I find our Walpole 
eleftion affairs in a very hopefull way, and fee no body that is at all Pa P er3 ‘ 

defponding but the Sandringham family, but I hope I fhall fpur them up, 
and make them exert a little. 

The cheif occafion of my giving your lordfhip this trouble is to acquaint 
you that Mr. Rogeus’s wife died yellerday, and I had from him this morning 
the mofl moving and melancholly letter I ever read, begging to be excus’d 
from being fheriflf this year only, and he will very willingly ferve upon any 
other occafion. What makes this more eafy is that Mr. Durrant is defirous 
to have it now, and King Tom has a great ambition to be king George’s 
firfl fheriff ■; fir Charles Turner was here yellerday and concurs in opinion that 
Mr. Durrant fhould be the man. I really think we (hall make great ufe of 
Mr. Rogers on the fea coaft, and I fincerely beleive he cannot bear the 
thoughts df making a Ihow juft upon the death of his wife. I dine to¬ 
morrow at fir Jacob’s, who is very flout and refolute. 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

The pretender to he crowned king at Perth , in conftquence oj the ajjijlance pro - 
mifed by the regent oj France.—Nothing but a jiriB union with the emperor 
and Holland will deter the regent from promoting the caufe of the pretender. 
The king places abfolute confidence in the penfionary. ■ 


DEAR HORACE, Jan. 15— z6, 1716. 

r JH'HE pretender is now at Perth, and to be crowned king of Scotland. This 
ftep his friends here would not have fuffered him to take in the prefent 
iituation of affairs unlefs the regent had given ftrong affurances of affiftance. 
They fend over in fingle ihips, arms and ammunition, and officers, and thofe 
who are in the fecret of their affairs feem confident, they fhall be further and 
more openly aflifted as foon as the feafon will permit. For my part I cannot 
think any thing can divert the regent from taking vigoroufly part with the 
pretender, but a ftridl union amongft our old friends and allies, by which he 
will fee, that he cannot meddle with our affairs here without involving 
France in a new war with all Europe ; and by the heft intelligence we have, 
the paffion of the French is fo ftrong in favour of the pretender, that nothing 
but the fear of a new and general war can prevent their affifting our rebels 
.here. For this realiba I have conftantly prelfed the defenfive alliance with 
the emperor, and that the kings of Denmark and Prufiia might be admitted 
into the guaranty of the barrier and fucceffion, and I will venture to fay, that 
things are now growing to fuch a crifis, that unlefs fome fyftem of this kind 
is fpeedily formed, we cannot promife ourfelves, that the peace will be of 
any duration. The king therefore would have you talk ferioufly to the 
penfionary upon this fubjeft, in whom lie has a moll entire and abfolute 
confidence; his majefty approves of his fentiments in relation to not defer¬ 
ring the treaty for renewing the alliance between Britain and them, upon 
the account of any new engagements to be taken with him in relation to his 
German territories. But when that treaty is finifhing, common fenfe tens' 
both the States as well us, that fomething of that kind ought to be done; and 
that we ought not to delay the forming thefe alliances, if we intend either to 
be fafe or quiet. God be thanked we fhall dQ as well as our neighbours* 
• ■ • ' " having,. 
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having a good parliament, and a good army; befides the farther provifion of Period II. 
troops, which as I told you in my laft, the king is making, and with which 
you may acquaint the penfionary in confidence. I am with the greateft 1716. 
truth. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Difmijfion of lord Nottingham and his brother. 

DEAR HORACE, March 6th— 17th, 1715—16. 

# * #• * you will be furprifed at the difmiffion of the family of the Walpole 

PflLDfirS 

Difmalls ;* but all the trouble we have had in favor of the condemn’d lords ^ 
arofe from that corner, and they had taken their plea to have no more to doe 
with us, and fo the fhorteft end was thought the belt. I don’t well know 
what account to give you of your fituation here, there are ftorms in the air, 
but I doubt not they will all be blown over, I am ever yours, See. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO BERNSDORF, 

The lords of the cabinet reprefent the inconveniences -which will rcfnltfrom the 
king's journey to Hanover , ‘and theneceffity of his prefence in England. — Re¬ 
commend that the prince of Wales may be appointed foie regent 3 and with the 
ujual rejlriMions . 

SIR, Whitehall, May 19, 1716. 

p obedience to his majefty’s commands communicated to us by you, we Townlhend 
have had a meeting with my lord chancellor, the dukes of Devonfhire and Papers. 
Marlborough, and the earl of Sunderland, to confider in what manner it might Original 
be mod advifeable to fettle the regency here, in cafe his majefty fliould de- 
termine to fpend fome part of the year at Hanover; and as in the courfe of 
this deliberation it was impoffible for the inconveniences of his majefty’s 
journey not to occur to us in the firft place, we think ourfelves bound in 
duty to lay before his majefty with all polfiblefubmiffion the fubftance of our 
thoughts on that head; that fince we were all unanimoufly of opinion that 
his majefty’s abfence from his Britifti dominions might prove of the utmoft 
prejudice to his interefts, his majefty may be apprifed of the true reafons 


* Lord Nottingham a famous tory, and fpeech maker, is gone over to the whig fide: they toad 
him daily, and lord W artoii fays, it is Difmal (fo they call him from his looks) will fave Eng¬ 
land at laft.—Swift to Mrs. Johnfon, Dec. 5,1711, Letters, vol. v. page 162. 
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Period II. which obliged his fervants to be of an opinion that cannot but be highly ur~ 
714101720 . g rate f a n to them, while there is a poffibility of its being in any refpeei dif- 
i 7i 6. agreeable to his majefty. To fett their reafons in as clear a light as may be, 
they beg leave to take a fummary view of the prefent fituation of affairs both 
at home and abroad, that fo it may appear what effeft his majefty’s journey 
may be likely to have with refpeft both to the one and the other. " 

And firft it is raoft apparent that tho’ his majefty’s arms have, by the blef- 
fing of God been fuperiour to thofe of the rebels, and tho” the parliament have 
in the compafs of two feffions done all that was fuggefted to them, and even 
more than could be expe&ed towards fuppreflxng the faction of jacobitifm, 
yet the rage and fpirit of that party is ftill very far from being fubdued. For 
having been confiderably numerous ever fince the revolution,.-they made fuch 
vaft acceffions of ftrength under the laft four years of the queen, during 
which time they found means to engage in their interefts, not only a great 
number of private perfons, but many of the large!! communities (as appears 
by the conduct of both the univerfities, and even of London itfelf till 
lately) that the confidence of their numbers encouraged them to enter 
into the rebellion upon their own bottom deftitute of all fuccours from 
abroad, and ftill fupports them in the fame fpirit and defigns, notwith- 
ftanding their late loifes and all the endeavours of the parliament. So 
that it is to be feared the fire of the whole rebellion is rather fmothered 
for a time than totally extinguifhed, and that it lyes ready to catch hold of 
the firft convenient matter that {hall be offered it, and may break forth with 
frelh fury. This is but too evident from the ftrong difpofition in favour of 
the rebels, which has already fhewn itfelf in different fhapes ever fince the 
defeat at Prefton, and which appears not only by that open and barefaced 
obftruftion of juftice which is at prefent offered in the tryals in the inferiour 
courts, but like wife by that excefs of tendernefs which has been expreffed for 
the criminals on every occafion, even in places where his majefty had the leaf! 
reafon to expefl it* which fliews at once the ftrength and riches of the faflion. 
The fubduing therefore and eradicating of this evil is what ought princi¬ 
pally to be aimed at and intended, not fo much by violent remedies (which, 
are always dangerous and often fatal) as by a conftant fteady and uniform 
application in every branch of the adminiftration towards working out the 
inmoft caufes of this diftemper, the force of which hy this, method may in fome 
lhort time be infenfibly difpell’d ; but fuch a ftrift and vigilant application of 
powers diftributed through, fo many different hands, and in a cafe where fuch 
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numerous difficulties are to be ftruggled with, can hardly be hoped for with- Period II. 
out the invigorating influence of his majefty’s prefence and infpe&ion, to 1 7 14 ' t0171o ,‘ 
quicken the timorous, to ftrengthen the hands of his fervants, and to damp the 1716. 
hopes and expectations of his enemies. Befides which, as the party have 
all along fubfifted on falfe and fcandalous reports, forged without the leaft 
colour or ffiadow of reality, fo they will not fail to give the moft malicious 
turn to a ftep of this nature, and poffibly fuch a one, as may not only make 
impreffion on the vulgar (who feem as yet fufceptible of the moft grofs ab- 
furdities) but even alienate the minds of many who are at prefent zealous and 
entirely well affeCted to his. majefty’s fervice. Thefe we look on to be fome 
of the moft naturall and obvious confequences of his majefty’s going abroad 
in the prefent unfettled condition of affairs at home. 

And if we proceed to look abroad we humbly apprehend the objections 
arifing thence to hold full as ftrong againft this journey. For his majefty’s 
intereft in foreign parts will ever keep pace with the credit and reputation of 
his affairs at home, fo that whatever impairs the latter, will no lefs certainly 
affeCt the former, and accidents may arife by fome unforefeen commotion in 
his abfence which may difcourage foreign powers from proceeding in thofe 
engagements with his majefty which they now are very forward to enter into. 

For we cannot but obferve, that tho’ his majefty’s fecurity depends fo much 
on the ftrength of alliances; and tho’ his endeavours have not been wanting 
to procure fuch as might be neceffafy for his fafety, yet the princes.with 
-whom we were to negociate were fo cautious of engaging till they fhould fee 
the fate of the rebellion in fome meafure decided, that no one treaty for our 
fecurity is yet perfected, excepting that with the States Generali. But now 
that the reputation of his majefty’s affairs is fo well eftabliflied that moft of 
the princes in Europe are courting his alliance, we humbly conceive it would 
be of very dangerous confequence to put it again in the power of fortune and, 
events to hinder his majefty from concluding fuch treatys as he fhall judge 
neceffary; and even tho’ no new difturbances fhould arife, which doubtlefs 
his majefty’s enemies will he encouraged to attempt during his abfence, yet 
we are of opinion that if his majefty fhould fix his refidence at Hanover for 
this fummer, fo much time would pafs in referring matters to his council here, 
and in receiving their opinion, as join’d to the ordinary difficulties incident 
to all negociations, would make it impracticable for his majefty to conclude ct 
treaty with the emperor, or any of the northern potentates, before the feafoit 

of 
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Period II. of the year returns that will make it requifite for him to meet his people in 
* 7 ** t0172 ? 'parliament. Neither can any doubt be made, but that the regent of France, 
1716. who has hitherto left no engine unemployed to defeat our alliance with the 
emperor, and whole principall aim feems to be to gain time for putting in ex¬ 
ecution the defigns he has formed againft his majefty will eagerly lay hold on 
fuch an opportunity to diftraft the king’s affairs, either by encouraging and 
fupporting thejacobites infome attempt here, or byamufing us with fpecious 
andinfidious propofalsat a jun&ure, when he is fure fo, much more time than 
ordinary muft be confirmed in examining and detecting them, and in advifing 
and returning an anfwer; and late advices from France, of the mo ft unques¬ 
tionable credit, do fufficiently juftify our apprehenfions on this head. But 
what we take to be the moft fatal inconvenience of this journey is, that the 
Baltick fquadroh (which alone fecures to his majefty the ballance and arbitra¬ 
tion of the north) muft by waiting for his majefty’s orders, and by the ufual 
communications to be made hither, loofe fo much of the feafon proper for 
aftion, as will render that expenfive armament wholely fruitlefs and infignifi- 
cant, which may not only expofe his majefty’s dominions in Germany to im¬ 
minent danger, but likewife adminifter matter of complaint to fuch as are 
upon the watch in parliament, for every handle of traducing and making 
odious his majefty’s adminiftration. 

Having thus in difcbarge of our duty communicated to you thefe confidera- 
tions in order to your laying them before his majefty, we proceeded to con- 
fider in obedience to his .majefty’s commands in what manner the regency 
might be moft properly* conftituted during Ms abfence, and upon a carefull 
perufal of the precedents finding no inftance of perfons being joined in com- 
miffion with the prince of Wales, and few if any reftridlions upon fuchcom- 
miffioBS, we are of opinion that the conftant tenour of ancient praftice cannot 
conveniently be receded from. 

THE EARL OP SUNDERLAND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

JR etpiejls the king to appoint commijfioners for the office of privy feal during his 

abfence at Aix la Chapelle. 

SIR, London, July 24th, 1716, 

king having been fo good, as to allow me, to go to Aix la Chapelle,. 
i latter feafon, to drink the waters, I have fince mention’d it, to the 
prince, who has been pleas’d to allow me the fame liberty; I acquainted his 

roval 


Harrington THHE 
Papers. 





ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

highnefs, that it would be neceffary to appoint commiffioners to execute the 
office of privy feal, during my abfence, as was done in like cafes before, and * 
that Mr. Southwell, Mr. Vernon, two of the clerks of the councill, and 
Mr. Andrew Charlton, who were it, after lord Wharton’s death, would be 
very proper perfons; he was pleas’d to agree to it, and order’d me to write 
to you about it, to have the king’s approbation, and orders, for the paffing 
fuch a commiffion; lord Townffiend alfo writes to you about it. I beg you 
would lay this before his majefty, with my mod humble duty, and that I ffiould 
nott have made ufe of the liberty he has been fo good to allow me of going 
to Aix, butt that there feems at prefent to be no profpeft of any uneafinefs, 
or diforder here, fo that the attendance of every body will be the lefs necef¬ 
fary, and that indeed my health dos require it extreamely. I mull entreat 
you to fend, as foon as poffible, his majefties orders about this commiffion, 
and his approbation of the perfons, for I lhall otherwife loofe the feafon of 
the waters ; I hope the king will find the benefitt to his health, that he pro- 
pofes, from the waters of Pyrmont, and that we lhall fee him early in the 
winter back again here, for without that there is no profpedl, but of certain; 
ruine and confufion ; I am ever dear fir, with the greateft truth and efteem, 
yours, &c. 

STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Js commijfioned by lord Townjhend and fecretary Methuen to hold a private 
correfpondence with him > to be communicated only to the king. 

SIR, Albermarle Street, -zSth July, 1716. 

JT is impoflible for me to open the commiffion I have the honour to be 
charged with from my lord Townffiend and Mr. Methuen to you, without 
being putt in mind of returning you my moll humble thanks for your many 
great favours, and particularly for the part, that you were fo kind as to take 
in that, to which I ow the honour of being now employed in writing to you. 
Nothing lefs than the experience of fo much goodnefs could fupport me 
under the unequal talk that is affigned to me of being regularly to lay before 
you fuch occurrences and obfervations as my lord Townffiend and Mr. fe¬ 
cretary Methuen think lefs proper to be inferted in their publick difpatches. 

I am never to write to you. but by the hand of a melfenger, and my lord and 
Mr. Methuen do moll earnellly beg, that the letters you lhall receive from me 
may not be communicated to any body, but to his majelly only, and that with 

all 
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Period II. all imaginable precautions of fecrecy; and they defire to receive from you 
jjy t h e f ame conveyance, under cover to me, all fuch particulars as the king 
1716. may judge improper and inconvenient to be communicated to the whole cabi¬ 
net council. I am therefore by their command to acquaint you that hitherto 
every thing goes well, the prince appearing entirely difpofed to follow his 
majefty’s direfiions, and to anfwer his intentions in every refpeQ:. The only 
apprehenfion they labour under is leaft fome divifion fhould be formed in the 
army, by the oppofition there is between the duke-of Argyle and my lord 
Cadogan, which they defire you to allure his majefty they will labour to pre¬ 
vent with all poflible fidelity and application. You will fee by my lord 
Townfhend’s difpatch, that lord Belhaven makes application to be knight 
marlhall of Scotland; this is one of the places that the prince is at liberty to 
difpofe of without confulting his majefty; however, you will fee he choofes to 
refer it to the king’s difpofal, and my lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen are 
humbly of opinion, that his majefty’s gratifying his royal bighnefs by confer¬ 
ring it on lord Belhaven will have a good effeftat the prince’s firft fetting out, 
and will tend to confirm his royal highnefs in the difpofition of referring all 
matters of importance to his Majefty: and though lord Belhaven be a creature 
of the duke of Argyle’s, yet they think they have reafon to believe that he 
will always fix his chief dependance on thofe who have liis fortune in their 
hands; and he has hitherto behaved himfelf with fuch zeal for his majefty’s 
fervice in parliament as very'well to deferve this mark of his royal favour. I 
am with the moft dutiful refpedt. 

What follows is in lord Townjhend’ $ hand, and Jigned by him and Methuen. 

SIR, 

We are of opinion that the method above mentioned is on feveral ac¬ 
counts the propereft for carrying on a private correfpondertce with you, 
and repeat to you as our moft humble requeft, that you would lay this letter, 
and all others of the fame nature before the king, but muft at the fame time 
|)eg that none elfe may fee them. 


STEPHEN 
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STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Thinks the regent injincere , and that he will not confent to the demolition of 
Mardyke.—Enforces the good policy of not breaking off the negotiation with 
France , until that point is fettled. 


Period II. 
1714101720. 

v---- - 

1716-, 


SIR, July 3ifl« 1716, 

J Am commanded by my lord Townfhend to acquaint you that he has re- Townfhend 
ceived your private letter of the 28th July, but that the laft Dutch mail ^ a P crs ' 
brought him no letters of any kind from you, which he earneftly defires may Original 
never be the cafe again, fince the prince will be apt to fufpeft that my lord Dra f*’ 

receives letters from you, but finks them. My lord Townfhend and Mr. 

Methuen are of opinion that confidering on how right a foot you putt the 
negociation with the abbe du Bois, his majefty runs no rifle of being brought 
under the neceflity of declaring his fentiments in relation to the treaty with 
France, fince it is morally impoflible that the regent fhould ever confent to 
demolilh Mardyke in the manner his majefty propofes by the projefil; but if 
he Ihould, in order to gain himfelfe the credit of this alliance with England, 
confent to it in words, yet it is not to be imagined he will ever dare to render 
himfelf fo unpopular in France as the effeftuall demolition of Mardyke mull 
unavoidably make him, and while fo important an article fhould remain un- 
excuted it is thought, that his majefty would be juftified to all the world in 
keeping the fame forces on foot and ufing the fame precautions with refpeft to 
France, as he would, if no treaty had been made. However fhould the regent 
be brought to give up in words and appearance the point of Mardylt; con¬ 
fidering what effefl fuch a compliance on the part of France would have in 
England, and how neceflary it will be thought here, even without any treaty, 
for his majefty to keep the crowns of France and Spain from being united; 
it is their opinion that in fuch a cafe it might be of very ill confequence for 
his majefty to fhew any figns of averfion to a treaty with France upon the 
above mentioned terms, and that fuch a ftep muft end in the ruin of thofe 
of his majefty’s fervants, who fhould fall under the fufpicion of having ad- 
vifed it. 

The accounts which Mr. Walpole’s laft letters bring of the behaviour of 
the . French ambafiadour at the Hague, fhew plainly that the regent is fhuffling 
with refpeft to Mardyk, for whereas it was agreed between the abbe du 
Bois and jtou, that the negociation at the Hague fhould be fufpended till you 
could receive by his hands the regent’s pofitive anfwer with refpeQ; to Mar- 
vox.. iii part 11. ~ ’ i ' dyke. 
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dyke, it appears that M. de Chateauneuf has on the contrary received inftruc- 
tions to propofe an expedient for opening the conferences as foon as poffible, 
without the lead regard to what pafl'ed between you and the abbe, which lord' 
T. and Mr. Methuen take to be a great proof of the regent's infincerity, and 
of his not intending to give a plain and fatisfa&ory anfwer upon the article of 
Mardyke ; and ft nee the penfionary is privy to all that paffed between the abbe 
and you, they are of opinion that Mr. Walpole fhould be inftrufted to avoid 
entering any farther into negociation till you receive the anfwer you have 
been made to expeft from the abbe du Bois, which, if it fhould prove evafive 
and unfatisfaQory will give his majefty a fair opportunity of breaking off the 
negociation with credit upon this important point. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Cabals of Sunderland and Cadogan with the duchefs of Munjler , who is angry at 
not being created an Englifi duchefs , to remove the minifers.—Intrigues of 
Bernfdorf and Robethon.—Sunderland makes profejions of reconciliation and 
friend/hip.—Walpole laments the uncertainty of their fituation.—Neceffary 
to know whether the king will return time enough to fummon the parliament. 

' —The prince anxious to hold it.—Seems defirous to fecure an interejl inde¬ 
pendant of the king.—Difficulty of managing both the king and prince .— 
Duke of Argyle’s frequent vifits to Hampton Court.—DireBs in what manner 
he is to receive count Quirini.—This fecret correfpondence only known to 
Townfhend and Mr. Methuen , whom he highly applauds. 

DEAR SIR, - July 30—Auguft 10, 1716. 

^LTHO’ you were very fenfible-how affairs flood among us here at your 
departure, and were acquainted with the heats and divifions betwixt the 
king’s fervants, yett we having pick’d up fome particular accounts which may 
ia little contribute to your better informations, I thought it not improper to 
write to you a little at large, that you may know in what fituation we appre¬ 
hend our matters ftand at prefent. 

We conceive then there is reafon to believe that the defigns of lord Sunder¬ 
land, Cadogan, &c. were carried further, and better fupported than we did 
imagine whilft you were here, and that all the 'foreigners were engaged on their 
fide of the queftion; and in cheif that the dutebefle of Munfter enter’d into 
the difpute with a more than ordinary zeal and refentment againft us,* info- 
much that by an account we have of a converfation with the king at the 

dutcheffe 
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dutcheffe of Munfter’s, they flatter themfelves that nothing but the want of Period I 
time and the hurry the king was in upon his going away, prevented a thorough 
change of the miniftry, which they ftill propofed to carry on upon the whig i 7 i 6 . 
foot, exclufive of us, and by the account we have, there was no difficulty at 
all in removing meyou, it was thought might be taken care of in the army, 
but they were at a Ioffe about my lord Townffiend. That this was difcours’d of 
there feems to be no room for doubt, how far the king gave into it is not fuf- 
ficiently explain’d, or whether he was more than paffive in hearing the conver- 
fation ; but it feems to me fo contradictory to the accounts I allways had of 
the king’s behaviour to lord Townffiend and you upon this fubjeCl, that I adi 
at a Ioffe how to queftion what is pofitively affirmed, or to believe what is fo 
very extraordinary and irreconcilable with all other parts of the king’s con¬ 
duct, but now you are inform’d of this, I think you will be able to learn or 
gueffe what foot we Hand upon. That the dutcheffe of Munfter was very 
angry at her not being an Engliffi dutcheffe is moll certain, and that ffie im¬ 
putes the whole to my lord Townffiend, and has exprefs’d a particular refent- 
ment againft him; I fear old Bernfdorf has given into thefe matters more 
than we are willing to believe, but yett I cannot be perfuaded that he had any 
thoughts of entering into their thorough fcheme, which to me mull appear im- 
poffible, when I recolleQ the difcourfe I had myfelf with him upon thefe to- 
picks : Robethon’s impertinence is fo notorious, that we mull depend upon 
it he does all the mifchief he poffible can; but if the heads can be fett right, 
fuch little creatures muff come in in courfe, or may be defpis’d. 

Lord Sunderland talks of leaving England in a fortnight, and to be fure 
will not be long from you-; he feems very preffing to have inftruCtions from 
us how to behave at Hanover. His profeffions for an entire reconciliation 
and a perfeCt union are as ftrong as words can expreffe; and you may be fure 
are reciprocal^ and when I confiderthat common intereft. ffiould procure fin- 
cerity among us, I am aftonilh’d to think there is reafon to fear the contrary. 

What to my conception is firft and cheifly neceffary is the king’s return, if 
praQicable, which muff determine thefe doubts one way or other, for nobody 
can anfwer for the fucceffe of any thing, as long as nobody durft undertake, or 
knows, he fhall be fupported in what is found neceffary for carrying on the 
king’s bufineffe. I find lord Sunderland and they perfuade themfelves the 
king will come back before the parliament fitts ,* the prince talks of nothing 
b.ut holding the parliament. It were very materiall to us to know which will 
be the cafe, becaufe I think a different management will be neceffary accord- 
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ing to this event, and fuch meafures mtift be kept with‘the prince, if he is to 
hold the parliament, as may perhaps.be mifreprefented with you, and may be 
declin’d if the king comes over himfelf. 

And now I have mentioned the prince, ’tis fitt you fhould know how it 
Rands with him, which is in appearance much better than it was, and inftead 
of pretty extraordinary treatment, we meet civill receptions. He feems very 
intent upon holding the parliament, very inquifidve about the revenue, calls 
daily for papers, which may tend to very particular informations; and I am 
not fure, they are not more for other people’s perufall than his own. By fome 
things that daily drop from him, he feems to be preparing to keep up an in- 
tereft of his in parliament independent of the king’s but if that part is to be 
aded, I hope ’tis not impoffible to bring him into other and better meafures, 
but for this I do not pretend to anfwer. As for our behaviour to his high— 
neffe we take care not to be wanting in duty and refpeft, not to give any 
offence or handle to fuch as are ready to take any opportunity to. render bufi- 
neffe impra&icable, and we hope we demean ourfelves fo, that neither they 
who would mifreprefent us to the king-for.making our court too much to the 
prince, nor they who would hurt its with the prince for doing it too little, can 
have any fair advantage over us, but this is a game not to be manag’d without 
difficulty. Lord Townffiend goes to-morrow to live at Hampton Court, I 
Shall go twice a week, and on thofe publick days we both fliall keep tables. 
This is a burthen not to be avoided, and what is expe&ed from us, fince ’twas 
determined that neither king nar prince would keep a green cloth table, and 
the white ftaffs are generally gone to their refpe&ive homes except lord 
Steward. The duke of Argyle comes conftantly to court, appears in publick 
and has his private audiences, and not without influence. . 

Count Quirini has lately had fome conferences with lord Townfhend and 
felf, he has made great tenders of his good offices at Hanover, and given the 
flrongeft affurances of his friendfhip; we have engaged him and obliged him 
enough to meritt his fervice if he render any: he will apply to you as a 
friend and confident, and you rnufl. receive him as fuch, but take care not to 
truft him, nor make any other ufe of him, than to learn what you can from 
him. 

This correfpondence is afecrett to all the world except lord Townffiend 
. and Mr. Mettwyn. He is acquainted with every ftep we take,, and has in¬ 
deed entered into bufineffe with us with fo much friendJhip and honour, 
that we are in the fame confidence and intimacy with him, as we were with 
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you : what comes from Mr. Poyntz you are in all refpeQs to treat as from Period II. 
ourfelves, and *tis defired your private letter may for the future be dircfted to V I 4 t0 ^ 72 °‘ 
him; this favesthe trouble of denying and chicaning about the correfpondence 1716. 
both to and from you; and I promife you ’tis necelfary to fay every poll 
fomething that fhall look like truth upon the fubject of the private corref¬ 
pondence. I am ever dear Don, &c. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Tories are well received by the prince.—Reports circulated that the prince hates 
the miniJiers in England , and that they are difpleafing to the king. — N'ecef- 
fary to ajcertain the truth or falfity of thefe accounts.—The duke of Argyle 
endeavours to gain over Jome oj the difcontented whigs. 

Auguft 7—iS, 1716„ 

JgY a letter I wrote to you fome time fmce, I gave you. the beft account I Harrington 
then could of the ftate of our affairs. What I have now to add from the Pa P ers ~_ 

occurences that have fince happened is to tell you, that not only the duke of Private. 

Argyle and lord Ilay, See. but duke of Shrewfbury, Dick Hill, lord Rochefler, 
and their wives and other tories are conftant attendants at Hampton Court. 

They generally choofe to come on the private days; but their reception gives 
great offence to all well wifhers, and I affure you, does not a little animate the 
tories, who generally, I mean fuch as are near the town, refort to court, and 
meet all poffible encouragement to go on fo. I cannot but fay, the prince is 
civill to us, but that is all that I can fay, which is now fo well known and 
underflood, that the tories take great pains topublifhit; that the prince 
hates us, and at the fame time that we are almolt loft with the king, having all 
the foreigners determined againft us. This is the fituation which the world 
looks upon us to be in, which, if be true, as far as relates to your fide of the 
water, it is very defireable that we Ihould know it, to take our meafures 
accordingly; and if is not true, I am fure it is abfolutely neceffary that fome 
method fhould bfe found out to make the contrary known, for no man can 
ferve in this nation, whofe creditt with the prince is fuppofed to be loft or de¬ 
clining. 

We have very good accounts that the duke of Argyle and his creatures are 
endeavouring to engage particular perfons againft next feffions. I think it 
cannot be doubted from the reception the tories meet at court that there is an 
underftanding betwixt him and them, tho’ the perfons he particularly applies 
to are whigs that he apprehends are difgufted. 


EXTRACT 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO HORACE WALPOLE.* 

Septennial Bill pajjes the Houfe of Lords. 

Whitehall, April 10, 1716. 

'J'HE Septennial Bill was this day brought into the Houfe of Lords by the 
duke of Devonfhire, feconded by lord Rockingham, and there appeared but 
little fpirit or power to oppofe it. When this is paffed, we may perhaps be 
able to fpeak in a more peremptory manner to France, than we have done 
yet. 

MR. MOYLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

On the propofed repeal of the Triennial Adi. 

London, April to, 1716, 

j^INCE your brother’s happy recovery from his late violent illnefs, the 
whole difcourfe of the town and even the country too, turns upon the 
repealing the Triennial and ena&ing a Septennial Bill in its Head. No motion 
was at firft treated with more coldnefs, the politicians of the Grecian and the 
neighbouring coffee-houfes, fired with uncommon warmth, bellow’d aloud 
againft it, but time and good arguments make them efpoufe the quite contrary 
opinion; you may depend on it, this bill in fpite of all the drunken mercenary 
borough’s letters, petitions, and remonftrances will be carried through the 
Houfe of Commons by a confiderable majority. Lechmere who always 
damns every thing that does not originally come from himfelf, will battle it 
againft the court to the laft; next Tuel'day the grand debate will be, at which 
time I defign to be prefent, to enable me the better to give you an account 
of it. 


MR. MOYLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Delates on the Septennial Bill .— Arguments on loth Jides. 

1 London, April 26, 17 j6 4 

I N my laft I could only give you an account that the Septennial Bill was 
committed by a great majority; now I can acquaint you that yefterday it 
paft the Houfe of Commons by a majority of above two to one. The cheif 
arguments ufed on the whigg fide, were the prefent fituation of our affairs, an 
enemy ait home in open rebellion not yet quite fubdued, and a fadlion at home 

* The three following letters are by miflake placed out of the regular order of date. 

that 
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that encouraged riots and tumults, and would undoubtedly lay hold of the Period II, 
opportunity that a new eleftion offer’d them to ftir up the people to not only l 7 l ^ t0 [J z 
riots, but even a frefli rebellio-n, that the Triennial Aft never anfwer’d the 1716. 
ends at firft propos’d by it; that it ferv’d for no other end, but to keep alive 
our anim.ofities, which by the fliort intervals between eleftions had not time to- 
cool; and that it debauch’d the common people’s morals and principles, and 
made them capable of the worft impreffions, and ruin’d the gentry,, who by the 
frequent returns of eleftions were put to great expenses, and become {laves to 
the populace; that it hinder’d the due adrniniftration of juftice, becaufe the 
magiftrates durft not punifh many and great crimes, if committed by a voter 
or for fear of difobliging one, and that at the prefent junfture when our 
foreign enemies only wanted a fit opportunity to invade us anew, and. put the 
pretender again upon us, we ought to be upon our guard, and afford him no- 
occafion. 

The tories in their turn harrangued an. the topicks of liberty, and faid that 
frequent eleftions were the fafety of the kingdom, by placing proper checks 
on the crown, minifter, and even the Houle of Commons itfelf; that to re¬ 
peal this bill, was in effeft to own the king could not truft his people; befides 
they argued it was unjuft to continue themfelves for any longer time than the 
people chofe them for, they muft then be efteemed not the peoples but their 
own reprefentatives, and what laws ftiould be made by them after the time 
expired for which they were elefted, muft be null' and void; this doughty 
argument was infilled on by almoft every one, but particularly by fir Thomas 
Hanmer and Lechmere, but this was both laughed at and refuted. For fhould 
that argument hold, then we were a people that had not a fupreme power, 

*md fo could neither make or repeal any laws at all, befides it took from, 
us the natural laws of felf defence and prefervation in times of extream 
danger: for the fame power that made that law muft furely have an equal 
power of repealing it, This is the fum of both arguments, but in the debates 
on this fubjeft, a good deal of warmth was fhewn by the tories, and Snell fo 
affronted the whole Scotch nation, in faying that no wonder thofe gentlemen 
were for giving up our liberties, who had given up thofe of their own nation, 
that he was forc’d to explain himfelf and afk pardon. Lord Finch abus’d both; 
parliament and minifters, that this bill was calculated to ferve the avarke of 
a few perfons ; and he term’d the Houfe of Commons a lick fpittle parliament 
for coming into it. It muft be own’d the whiggs when it was firft propos’d' did 
not relifh it at all, butthefe arguments and the neceffity of the times converted 

them. 
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Period II. them. And ’it is now evident that they fhould like what they have done the 
1714101720 . k et:terj becaufe there is not a jacobite who does not rail aloud againft it, which 
1716. confeffes a difappointment and that we have broke their fchemes. Thus I have 
given you as full an account - of this matter as I could in a letter. - 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

The prince favours the- torus.—Whigs difgufed—Utterly complains of his anil 
lord Towti/hend’s uneafy and uncertain fituation—they are iifliked by the 
prince, and rumours are in circulation that they are obnoxious to the king . 

Hampton Court, Auguft 9th—20th. 1716, 

Stanhope W E came hither laft night fince I wrote to you by Mr. Jennings, and here 

Papers. we g n( [ the duke of Shrewfbury upon pretence of the d-utcheffes being 

in waiting an inhabitant of the place, which by all accounts, his publick as 
well as private reception and conferences with both prince and princeffe fuf- 
ficiently encourage. The duke of Argyle is never abfent from hence one 
day, he is conftantly in parties of pleafure with the prince, they have begun 
little private balls, which ’tis faid are to be twice or thrice a week. The 
company are his highneffe, his grace, and fuch of the family as are his grace’s 
humble fervants, the women, the maids of honour, and fome of the dreffers, 
and no fpedlators admitted. You can eafily conjecture what mull be the 
confequences of thefe appearances, they have fuch an effect already, as draws 
the tories from all parts of the neigbourhood, gives fuch a difguft to the ivhigs^ 
as before Michaelmas I may venture to prophecy, the company here will be 
two to one of the king’s enemies. 

We are here chain’d to the oare, and working like {laves, and are look’d 
upon as no other; for not only the behaviour and condudt of the prince are a 
weight upon us; but the induftrious reprefentations that are made of our 
being loft with the king reduces our creditt to nothing. If we are to be the 
king’s fervants, and to be fupported in ferving him as king, our hands mull 
be {Lengthened. A known divifion among ourfelves, which common danger, 
if the king pleafes, he may remedy, the appearance of a declining intereft with 
the king, and the unalterable refentment of the prince, however at prefent dif- 
guis’d, againft fuch as he looks upon attach’d to the fervice of the king pre¬ 
ferable to his intereft, leave us in a fcituation fcarce to be weathered through. 
We know of no remedy to thefe evills but the king’s return, and if he will 
putt his affairs upon the fame foot as formerly, there will be no difficulty 

in 
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In ferving with the fame fucceffe. If he is otherwife difpofed, and has p er ; oc j u. 
thoughts of fixing another fcheme of miniftry, not to advife him to determine 1714101720. 
one way or other, is to betray him, for in the prefent ftate of affairs his bufi- ^ 

neffe will moulder to nothing, and whilft all the world is in a gaze to fee which 
way the wind will blow and fettle, nobody cares to putt to fea fn fuch a florin 
and hurricane as we are in at prefent. 

STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Corfu in danger of being taken by the Turks.—The Italian powers alarmed.— 

Favourable to the Englift interefs.—The prince of Wales fupports the 
duke of Argyle.—Behaves with great coldnefs to lord Townfiend. — Em~ 
barraffments of the minijlry on that account.—-Necefity of the king's coming 
over. 

SIR, ’ Hampton Court, .Auguft 10th—aift. 1716. 

J Am commanded by my lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen to tranfmitt to Townihend 
you the enclofed pieces of intercepted correfpondence from Turin and Fapers ‘ 
other parts, for his majefty’s perufal, together with their obfervations upon the Original 
contents of them for your own amufement. Thefe letters all agree in expreffing dmu & ht ' 
the great confternation the princes of Italy are under from the advantages 
gained by the Turks over the Venetian fleet, and from the danger Corfu is in of 
falling into the hands of the infidels and thereby opening a door for them 
to enter Italy. You will fee that the profpe£t of this danger putts the court 
of Turin upon the thoughts of forming an alliance with the princes of Italy 
for the fecurity of that country againft the Turks, and of fetting France at 
the head of this league. Should the Turks fucceed before Corfu and make 
an attempt thence upon Italy it is not be doubted but the princes of that 
country how much foever they may agree in -the necefiity of aflting affiftance 
will be extremely puzzled and divided of whom to afk it, having almofl as 
much to fear from their protedlors as from their enemies, and being as jealous 
of the power that muft interpofe in their defence as thofc powers will necef- 
farily be of one another. So that whether the regent or the emperor, or 
both, undertake the defence of this kingdom, that incident, however unfor¬ 
tunate we muft efteem it as Chriftians, will make his majefty’s friendship more . 
courted both at Paris and Vienna than any thing elfe could poffibly have done 
at this jun&ure; and fhould the Turks by carrying the war into Italy oblige 
von. 11. part 11, k. that 



6 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period II. 
714^01720 

— 1 ^ —.mJ 

1716. 


that country to invite one or other of the powers above-mentioned to their 
I fupport; my lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen are of opinion the immediate 
confequence would be that the regent in order to fecure all behind him and 
to be at full liberty to pour his forces into Italy, would be for concluding 
the alliance with his majefty out of hand upon terms more advantageous for 
England than he would otherwife ever have been brought to; while the em¬ 
peror on the other hand would pique himfelf to fhew the fame regard to his 
majefty, and might be prevailed on by thq neceftity of the conjuncture not 
only to redrefs all grievances complained of by hismajefty’sBritifh fubje&s but 
even to confirm the king’s new acquisitions in the empire and give at leaft his 
countenance and authority towards ending and fettling the affairs in the north 
to his majefty’s Satisfaction. So that they are of opinion it will be for his 
majefty’s fervice ftill to decline the loan, and to avoid taking new engage¬ 
ments either with the regent or with the emperor, till the fcene opens a little 
farther and fhews whether the Turk will be able to carry the war into Italy; 
in which cafe they do not doubt but his majefty will have the arbitration and 
ballance- of Europe in his own hands. 

This advantageous fituation abroad, they are in hopes may go a great way 
towards retrieving his majefty’s affairs at home from the ftate into which his 
abfence has thrown them, of which you will receive fo full an account this 
poll from Mr. Walpole, that they think unneceffary to trouble you with all 
the particulars. They only think proper to obferve to you that the duke of 
Argyle poffeffes the prince’s ear and confidence entirely, and has introduced 
the duke of Shrewfbury and Mr. Hill, into his royal highneffe’s favour and in¬ 
timacy, who are the perfons pitched upon by the torys to manage the intereft for 
them, and who give their party all the hopes and encouragement imaginable. In 
the mean time the perfons who have the honour to be entrufted by his majefty 
are treated with great coldnefs and referve. My lord Towfhend has been at 
the trouble of removing hither with his. whole family, and is at the expence of 
keeping a table twice a week; and he together with Mr. Methuen pays the 
moft conftant, not to fay flavifh attendance, upon the prince, in return for all 
which they can but barely procure marks of outward civility from his royal 
highnefs. This vifible diftinCtion in favour of the duke of Argyle and his. 
friends has already caufed fuch jealoufy and uneafinefs among the whigs, that 
it is apprehended before Michaelmafs the court may be fuller of torys than 
of the others, and fuch divifions are already formed amongft them that it is 
impoffible to exert any vigour.in the adminiftration, much lefs to think of 

carrying 
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carrying on the king’s bulinefs in parliament while things continue upon the Period II 
prefent foot. The only remedy they can forefee is that his majefty fhould re- ! 714t0 ‘ 7: 
folve to come over and hold the next feffion in perfon, and that his refolution 1716. 

fo to do fhould be immediately intimated and declared, which, together with 
his majefty’s fhewing marks of his favour to fome whofe faithfull fervices have 
hitherto been unrewarded, they are of opinion may Hill give a check to the 
growing hopes of the duke of Argyle’s cabal. They make no doubt but this 
advice will fall under the common imputation of being calculated with a view 
to force the king home for their own private ends and purpofes; but things 
are come to fuch a pafs that they think themfelves obliged to overlook the 
Cenfures their fidelity may incurr, and they could not anfwer it to their own 
confciences, if they omitted making this reprefentation. However, if you 
think it will have a contrary effeft to what they propofe, and that without 
doing any good it will only give offence to his majefty they leave it to you 
to do with it as you think fitt. 

P. S. Since writing what goes before the news of the vidory over the 
Turks is arrived, which has been received with the greateft fatisfa&ion here. 

Lord Townihend and Mr. Methuen are of opinion that if a right ufe is made 
of this victory the emperor may be enabled to carry on his views with 
refped to Italy, in fuch a manner as both he and the king may find their 
account in it. 


This difpatch from fecretary Stanhope is a very interefting and important 
paper. It contains an abftrad of the negotiation carried on with the abbot 
du Bois at Hanover, which ended in the conclufion of the alliance between 
England and France. The addrefs and firmnefs with which Stanhope con¬ 
duced himfelf on this occafion, gained him the approbation and confidence 
of the king, and enabled him, in conjunction with Sunderland, to remove 
Townfhend and Walpole from the ad mini ft ration, who had been the origi¬ 
nal promoters of this very treaty. 

SECRETARY STANHOPE TO SECRETARY METHUEN. 

Negotiation between Jecretary Stanhope and du Bois at Hanover, concern¬ 
ing ike alliance with France.-—-Firmnefs of the king in infJHng upon 

the 
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the demolition of Mardyke , and the removal of the pretender beyond the 
Alps*—After much difficulty and many objections du Bois confents to the 
terms propofed by fecretary Stanhope . 

Hanover, Auguft 24, 1716. 

HTHE abbe da Bois has been here five days, and delivered to me the inclofed 
paper marked A, as the regent’s laft refolution touching Mardyke. You 
will fee by it that very little more is propofed than to alter the fluices, but the 
fame depth of water is propofed to be preferved, and even, as I underftand 
him in difeourfe, the great fluice is propofed only to be dammed up, and not 
deftroyed as in our projeft, fo that by removing the earth or brick work with 
which they fhall have fo dammed it up, it may in a very few days, if I miftake 
not, be reftored to its prefent ftate, for which reafon in the French it is fay’d 
the gre^g paffage fhall be deftroyed, and not the grand radier. See. as in ours. 
After having read this paper and feveral others, containing reafonings upon 
this matter, I told him I was very forryno greater progrefs was made in this ne¬ 
gotiation which I faw muft come to nothing. He would-fain have brought me 
to reafon with him in detail upon this bufinefs, about which he had brought a 
great bundle of draughts, and other writings, but I cut him fhort, and told him 
’twas to no purpofe, that I was the more concern’d at this, becaufe his majefty 
upon the report which I had made of our former conferences, and of the 
earned: defire which the regent expreffed by him for his majefty’s friendfhip, 
and which I reprefented as very fincere, had in good meafure overcome the 
relu&ancy he had to become guaranty to the fucceffion of Franee, in which 
his royal highnefs was fo much concerned. In fhort, I told him this was a 
matter upon which his majefty was fo far from being able to yield any thing, 
that I was fure his majefty would not fo much as give me leave here to 
talk about it; that the demand made by his majefty was the refult of feveral 
conferences.in the privy council in prefence of his majefty after mature 
deliberation, and a full examination of engineers, fea officers, &c. He then 
propofed that Monfieur D’Iberville fhould immediately go to England and 
take fome engineer with him, with draughts and papers, by which he does not 
doubt to convince the council in England, that what is offered by the regent 
is fufficient to anfwer the ends,propofed by England. Having reported this 
conference to his majefty, I had his commands to tell him, that if they fent 
any body to England, they fhduld be heard ; hut at the fame time gave him 
no manner of hopes that any thing in our demands would be receded from. 

- ■ Having 
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Having thus fettled this matter, he preffed me to difcourfe upon the other Period II. 
two points, that of the removal of the pretender, and that of the fucceffion V 14 * 01720 / 
to the crown of France, I told him that whatever I could fay to him upon 1716. 
either of thofe heads was to be underftood as faid conditionally, that the article 
about Mardyke be agreed to his majefty’s fatisfaftion. 

As to the fucceffion to the crown of France, I offered to draw up an 
article with him expreffing his majefty’s guaranty of the fame to the duke of 
Orleans in as ftrong terms as he could fuggeft, but when he came clofe to the- 
point, I found that notwithftanding the guaranty of this fucceffion be the 
only true and real motive which induces the regent to feek his majefty’s 
friendfhip, yet the abbe was inftrucled rather to have it brought in, as an 
acceffory to the treaty, than to have an article fo framed as fhould make it 
evident that was his only drift, and intent. He infilled therefore very ftrongly 
for three days that his majelty fhould in this treaty guaranty the treaty of 
Utrecht, the 6th article of which treaty contains every thing, which relates 
to the fucceffion of the crown of France. I told him that I underftood the 
intention of France, Great Brittain, and Holland in this negociation to be no 
other than to- fettlea lading peace between themfelves refpefitively; that he¬ 
wed knew the treaty of U trecht having been made after a long war, in which 
all Europe was engaged, it was neceffary by that -treaty to fettle the interefts 
of many Hates very foreign to the bufinefs now in hand; that whatever Hate 
or prince fhould require a guaranty of any intereft or advantage accrueing 
to him by the treaty of Utrecht, was at liberty to apply dire&ly either to the 
king, the French king, or the States, who would upon fuch requifition enter 
into fuch conventions, or engagements as they {hall think proper thereupon; 
hut that I took it to be our bufinefs at prefent only to fettle what immediately 
concerned either of the party’s treating. He dill preffing me upon this point, 

I received the king’s commands to tell him plainly this would never be com- 
ply’d with; that this being to be a triple alliance, the confequence of in¬ 
ferring a general article to guaranty the treaty of Utrecht would be to oblige 
England to become guaranty for whatever conditions were ftipulated at Utrecht 
between France and Holland, and fo vice verfa that it was well known the 
Dutch had never owned the Duke of Savoy for King of Sicilyand had 
refufed becoming any way party’s to all the tranfaftions relating to that 
prince, and the treaty of Utrecht; that to infert fuch a claufe would be 
forcing the Dutch, at the time we affeft to feek their friendfhip, to a meafure 
which they would not fwallow at the time of their greateft difficulty’s; and 

which 
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Period II. which mull inevitably- be very much relented by the emperor, with whom his 
1714to 1720 . ma j c fl. y i ate ]y y, a <j concluded an alliance, and with whom he was refolved 

1716. to live well. The abbe finding me thus peremptory talked of going away 
immediately, which threat I bore very patiently; but thinking better of it he 
brought himfelf to be fatisfied, if an article flhould be inferted to guaranty the 
4th, 5th, and 6th articles of the treaty of Utrecht between France and 
England, and the 31ft between France and Holland; the two former of 
which relate only to the fucceffion of England, and the two latter contain, 
every thing which concerns that of France and the renunciations; upon 
which it is founded. This propofal was lyable to fewer objedlions; but I 
having lately feen letters from Vienna, touching their apprehenfions of our 
alliance with France, laying a great ftrefs upon the hardfhip which they con¬ 
ceive was done the Houfe of Auftria by entailing the fucceffion to the crown 
of Spain upon the houfe of Savoy in default of the branch of Anjou; and 
the fame letters expreffing that they could not take it ill, if the king by a 
treaty with the regent fhould fecure the refpeftive fucceffions to the crowns 
of France and England; I thought it was worth confidering whether in truth 
an article might not be framed, effeftually fecuring the intereft of the king 
and the regent, without giving offence unneceffarily to the houfe of Auftria. 
I, therefore, prepared the article contain’d in the inclofed paper, marked B. 
to he fubllituted in the room of the fifth article of our projefft, whereby the 
three powers are to guaranty all and every the articles of the treaty of Utrecht, 
fp far forth as they concern the interefts of each of the three powers, and the 
fucceffions to the two crowns of Great Brittain and France, and having lay’d 
it before the king his majefty was pleafed to approve it, and commanded me 
to ufe my beft endeavours to bring the abbe to confent to it, which it has colt 
me three days wrangling to do. 

As to the bufinefs of the pretender you will fee by the inclofed paper, 
marked C. that France offers three expedients, and his majefty is willing to 
promife that he will accept of one of them, which probably will be the third, 
when the article of Mardyke fhall have been fettled to his fatisfadlion; all the 
reft of our projedt Hands agreed to with only one fmall addition inferted in 
the body of the 7th article, and fome lines at the end of it, the firft of which 
additions is relative to what is mentioned'-in the fifth article as it Hands 
alter d concerning the two fucceffions; the addition at the end, which piits 
the feveral party’s under the obligation of declaring war in favour of the in¬ 
jur d ally if it be neceflary, is no more than what is done in the fourteenth 

article 
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article of the treaty with Holland for the defence of the fucceffion, and Period II. 
barrier. By agreeing to the preamble, as it hands with the title of eleflor of 1 [ 7 1 H°^ 7 20 J| * 

Brunfwick, I do not know whether the abbe be aware that his mailer 1716. 

becomes guaranty for the king’s new acquifitions in Germany, for which 
reafon, and left his court Ihould not approve even the fifth article; I have 
defired that he Ihould both fign the projefil as it now Hands, referring as you 
will fee in the paper itfelf, the article of Dunkirk to be determin'd in 
England. By this means all future cavills will be prevented- during the 1 
courfe of this negociation ; and fince the expedient which his majefty will ac¬ 
cept in relation to the pretender will be that his minifter lhall fign an aft; 
promifing in his majefty’s name to fign the treaty immediately after the pre¬ 
tender lhall have palled the Alps; ’tis neceffary the treaty to be fo figned 

ihould be previoully fixed, and fettled; the king has therefore commanded 
me to fign what has been agreed between the abbe and me, in the manner 
you will fee. I take it for granted that as foon as the abbe’s courier reaches 
Paris, Monfieur d’Iberville will be difpatch’d to you; but if the fuccefs of 
this treaty is to depend upon his convincing you, that what the regent offers 
as to Mardyke is fufiicient, I doubt it. wont be concluded in hafte. 

The abbe had propofed an article drawn in French to guaranty the Dutch 
Barrier, upon which I had the king’s commands to tell him, that his majefty 
would upon alt occafions be moflf ready to contribute every thing in his 
power for the feeurity of the States; but that he took it for granted that: 
they would propofe for themfelves what they judged to be for their fervice.. 

Upon this occafion I mull tell you that one of the worft confequences which- 
his majefty apprehends from this treaty is, that if the French become by-it 
guarantees for the Dutch Barrier, it will furnifh them with a pretence, and 
indeed a kind of right of becoming arbitrators, and umpires of the many 
differences which will naturally arife between the Dutch and the Flemings, 
which there is too much reafon to fear may be blown up to fuch a degree in 
time, as to make a breach between the emperor, and the Dutch, whom they 
will have an oppertunity to play one againft the other. Whether, or in what 
manner this can be prevented is pretty hard to fay. I fend this, difpatch 
under a flying feal to Mr. Walpole, who I believe may communicate the 
contents of it in confidence to the penfionary, Monfieur Fagel, and Slinger- 
land; and my lord Townfhend will I am perfuaded fend him bis royal 
bighneffes directions how he is to govern himfelf in this refpefit. Till the bu*- 
finefs of Mardyke is fettled, I take it for granted Monfieur Chateauneuf will 

not 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period II. no t demand any conferences with him; and if he fhould, Mr. Walpole has a 
1714^01720 . ve ry g 0O( j rea f on to decline them, fince the negociation for the prefent is re- 
1716. moved from thence. The abbe du Bois whom I did not know to be a 
councelour of Hate of France till now, has full powers in form, and did pro- 
pofe to have figned the treaty here with me; but upon my telling him that 
could not be, for that his majefty’s minifter at the Hague had the full 
powers, he writes to France for orde'r,s to go to the Hague which he will 
probably receive by the return of his courrier; in the mean time he remains 
incognito in my houfe: how long his being here can be kept a fecret, I will 
not anfwer, but I think the lefs it will be talked of will be the better.* 

STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Symptoms of a divifion among the tohigs.—Applauds Stanhope’s management of 
the negotiation with du Bois.—Urges the necejfity of the king’s coming over 
to hold the parliament in p erf on.—Impolicy in propofmg to make fir Richard 
Child , who was a tcry, a peer. 

SIR, Hampton Court, Friday, i^uguft 17th—-28th. 1716. 

Tovynftend QN Saturday the nthinftant, I received the great honour of your letter 
Pa P ers - of the 14th N. S. with one ertclofed to my lord Townfliend. I 
Original am commanded by his lordfhip and Mr. fecretary Methuen to return you 
draught, jjjgjj. mo ft h ear ty thanks for the communications you are fo kind as to make, 
particularly for imparting to them the abbe du Bois’s letter. They are Hill 
of opiniob, notwithftanding the fpecious infinuations of that letter, that the 
regent will never confent to demolifh Mardyke in the manner fpecified by the 
projeft, and confequently that the king will never be brought under any 
difficulty with refpeft to the guaranty of the renunciations. My lord Townf- 
hend is not furprifed, that the king doubted whether he writt his own fenti- 
ments oji the fubjeft of the negociation in his difpatch of the 17th July. His 
majefty knowing, that lord Townfliend has long been of opinion, that any 
farther engagements with the regent, particularly with refpeft to the fuccef- 
. lions would only ferve to ftrengthen the regent, and to putt it in his power to 
do the king greater mifchief, without adding the leaf! fecurity to the fuccef- 

* The king made choice of the firft of the three expedients offered by France, that the 
French king obliges himfelf to remove the pretender beyond the Alps, immediately after 
fignirig the treaty and before the exchange of the ratifications. 

lion 
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fion of the crown of Great Britain. However what his lordfhip writt you Period II. 
then was not only purfuant to the prince’s commands, but perfectly agreeable l ] l ^ 0l T 10 ' 
to his own fentiments, he being fully perfuaded that as the fituation of affairs 1716. 
both at home and abroad^then flood, it would have been of great differvice to 
his majefly for the negociation to have fplitt upon the Angle point of the 
fucceffions. 

H is lordfhip and Mr. Methuen think it the great misfortune of this govern¬ 
ment that our kings cannot always aft up to what they judge right j but mull 
be often obliged to have regard to the humours of their fubjefls, which will 
always be more or lefs troublefome according as that party which has the 
majority in parliament is in a good, or bad temper. And they are lorry to 
obferve, that from the difpolition of offices, and the behaviour of lords Sun¬ 
derland and Cadogan before the king’s going over, as well as from the en¬ 
couragements fince given to the torys by the prince’s countenancing Mr. 

Hill, Mr. Hutchinfon, the dukes of Shrewfbury and Argyll, the whigs in 
generall are become fo uneafy and divided, that fhould things continue upon 
the prefent foot, the profpefl for the next feffion of parliament would be but 
melancholly. And lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen are of opinion that in 
this fituation, if the regent had offered full fatisfaflion with relation to'Mar- 
dyk, and the treaty had mifcarried on the point of the renunciations and fuc¬ 
ceffions only, it would have been reprefented even by the whigs, that the king 
had from the very beginning.determined not to come to any accommodation 
with France, purely that he never might want a Handing pretext for keeping 
the prefent forces on foot, which fuggeftion might have gone farther towards 
difbanding the forces, than any other argument in the mouth of the whigs. 

Neither as the affairs of the courts of Vienna and Madrid then flood, would 
the arguments drawn from the apprehenfions of difobliging thofe powers have 
had dreir due weight; tho’ what has fince happened in both thofe places will 
add great ftrength to that confideration. The emperor’s entire viflory over 
the Turks will make the fricndfhip of the court of Vienna more refpe&ed and 
efleem’d, and the handfome manner in which the king of Spain has gratified 
the South Sea Company in all their demands relating to the Affiento, joined 
with the profpefl of having our treaty of commerce fully executed by Albe- 
roni’s being become chief minifter, will make the court of Madrid much more 
popular here, and consequently the better enable the king to perfifl in any 
refolution which fliall have the appearance of being taken in their favour. 

But after all, my lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen apprehend that the 
VOL. XI. PART IX. L filCCefs 
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Period II. fuccefs of any ftep the king fball think fitt to take, with refpeH either to the 
* 7141:01720 / negociation or to any other affairs relating to England, will depend on his ma- 
1716. jefty’s coming over to hold the parliament, and upon his purfuingwith fted- 
dinefs in the next feffion the fame meafures which have carried him fo fuc- 
cefsfully through the two preceding ones; and till his refolution on this im¬ 
portant point is known, they are utterly at a lofs what to advife. However 
they cannot but think his majefty has determined right in giving the abbe du 
JBois leave to come on to Hanover, and they think they may be fo bold as to 
fay, that if his majefty will butpurfue the’proper meafures here, he need not 
be afraid to give the abbe fuch an anfwer as he fhall judge moft for his fer- 
vice, fince they make no doubt but with the afliftance above-mentioned they 
fhall be able to fupport it here. They think it cannot be doubted but that the 
abbe’s coming muft be of great advantage to his majefty’s affairs, both as fuch 
a fubmiflion on the part of the regent will help to make the court of Vienna 
more obfervant and refpefilful towards his majefty, and as the negotiation is 
by this means taken out of the hands of the French faction in Holland, and 
left entirely with the king. And they think that even tho’ the king were 
determined never to come into this treaty, yet it would be of great fervice to 
his affairs to keep this negociation between the abbe and you alive for fome time 
longer; fince the regent will by this means be certainly withheld from fupport- 
ing the jacobites in the king’s abfence, which muft very much fink the fpirits 
of that party here; and his majefty may by the credit of this negociation find it 
more eafie to influence and lead the court of Vienna into fuch meafures (fince 
their late viHory) as may be moft agreeable to his majefty’s interefts, as well 
as to that of the houfe of Auftria and of all Europe. 

My lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen are extremely concerned at what 
you write about the-probability of fir Richard Child’s immediate promotion 
to the peerage. They apprehend that fuch a mark of his-majelty’s favour to 
that gentleman who is a tory, may have a very ill effefik at this junfiture, and 
that it will at leaft revive many pretentions among the whigs which are in 
every refpefit better founded, fo that it will be of great differvice to. his ma¬ 
jefty to do it at prefent: for which reafon they defire you would ufe your 
utmoft endeavours at leaft to gett it deferr’d till after the next feffion, by 
which means his majefty will have the fervice of fir R. Child in the Houfe 
of Commons for one feffion .longer ; and they make no doubt but the evident 
reafonablenefs of this delay will reconcile fir R. Child to acquiefce in it, if 
he'can have his majefty’s affurance of its being done at that time. 
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STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Addreffes to the prince.—Difcon tents fomented by feme difeontented to lugs.~ 
Again preffes the necejjity of the king’s coming over. 


Period II. 
1714101720.. 

17x6. 


SJRj Hampton Court, aift Auguft—Sept. 1, 1716. 

lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen return youm'any thanks for your Townlhend 
private letter of the 23d Auguft, and congratulate you on the fuccefs of Papers- 
your negociation with the abbe du Bois, which they think very well anfwers "original 
the pains you have employed in it; particularly the article relating to the taught. 
guaranty they look upon to be drawn up with fuch caution and dexterity, as 
makes no lefs for your own credit than For the advantage of his majefty’s 
fervice; fince in it fuch care is taken to avoid confirming the treaty of Utrecht 
in general, and to confine the ftipulations on the fubjeH of the fucceffions to the 
immediate interefts of the powers contrafting, that the emperor cannot with 
any foundation of reafon take exception at this guaranty. As for the abbe’s 
fpecification of what the regent is willing to do towards ruining Mardyke they 
look upon it to be fo very infufficient, that inftead of anfwering his majefty’s 
intentions, it feems only to prove the regent’s infincerity and his refolution 
never to comply with that important demand. However fince his majefty 
has been pleafed to refer that matter hither, they defire he would do them 
the juftice to believe, that they will infift on the ftrongeft and molt explicit 
ftipulations on that head from Mr. Iberville, or any one elfe whom it fhall be 
their lott to treat with, and if the court of France fhould refufe to give fatis- 
faftion in this particular, the treaty will break off upon a point fo juftly po¬ 
pular here, that every honeft man will condemn the regent and applaud his 
majefty’s conduft: through the whole courfe of this negotiation. 

As to domeftick affairs, they command me to acquaint you, that they are 
well informed the whole .body of the torys are promoting addreffes from all 
parts to the prince, the heads of which they hear are already fent down, and 
that the general tenour of them will be to compliment the prince upon his 
regency and upon his lhewing himfelf difpofed to be a common father to all 
his people, in fpight of the artifices and infinuation of fuch as delight in war 
or bloodfhed; by which it is intended to reflect on his majefty’s conduQ, and 
ftigmatize fuch of his fervants as were moft ariive in carrying on the late war 
againft France, and in purfuing the meafures found neceffary for fuppreffing 
the rebellion. They are affured that fir John Packington has undertaken to 
procure fuch an addrefs from Worcefterlhire, and Mr. Bromley another from 

l 2 ' Warwick- 

1 
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Period II. Warwickfhire, and that the fame are carrying on in moft of the weftern 
714tor720 . count j £s . riiey likewife hear that fotne of the difcontented whigs are entered 
1716. into this projeS, encouraged by the duke of Argyll, Mr. Lechmere and Mr. 
Hamden, and tho’ they make no doubt but that the main body of the whigs 
■will now be upon their guard, and oppofe a defign of fuch pernicious tenden¬ 
cy, yet they find that fome well-meaning people have been already drawn in to 
promote congratulatory addreffes to the prince. My lord Townfhend and Mr. 
Methuen are of opinion that this is the wifeft ftep the jacobites have yet taken, 
iince it manifeftly tends to fet up the fon againft the father', and to lay a lafting 
foundation of uneafinefs' and diftra&ion among thofe who are belt affeQed to 
theroyall family: however they think themfelves obliged to do his royall high- 
nefs the juftice to declare, that they neither hear, nor can perceive by any ob- 
fervations they have yet been able to make, that he has given the fmalleft 
encouragement to thefe addreffes. 

The only remedy they can forefee for this and other growing evils is, what 
I had the honour to mention to you in my laft, that his majefty fhould take the 
refolution of coming over to hold the parliament, and that it Jhould be known 
immediately he has fiich an intention. They have nothing further to add on 
this head, but to defire you would manage the intelligence with fuch caution, 
that no perfon living but the king may know it comes from them. 

My lord Townfhend does moft earneftly defire that you would life your 
utmoft endeavours towards getting the dutys on the Britifh tobacco imported 
into Bremen reduced to the ancient foot as foon as poffible; fince that mat¬ 
ter begins to make a great noife already in London, and will probably give a 
handle to fuch complaints in parliament as may confound the hufinefs of the 
whole feffion. 

Enclofed are fome pieces of intercepted correfpondence which I have the. 
the honour to tranfmitt to you by my lord Townfhend’s command. 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Mentions the motives and impropriety of the addrejjes to the prince. — Sunder- 
land in taking leave gives jlrong affurances offriendJJdp.—The prince eager 
to fettle the bvfinefs for the next fejjion.—Artifices employed to delay it.— 
Cabals fieem to le in agitation—on the duke of Argyle’s penfon.—The prince 
difpofed to be more complying.—Is prevailed upon though- with difficulty to 
give a proper anfwer to the Glocefierjhire addrefs. 

DEAR SIR, Auguift 30—Sept. 10, 17 16 , 

gINCE I troubled you laft, you bad an account by another hand of the ap- 
prehenfions we had of addreffes, that were fett on foot in fev-erall parts of 
the kingdom, which we- heard no more of till yefterday, that Giles Erie (the 
duke of Argyle’s Erie) that fold to’ther day, brought an addreffe to Mr. 
Methwyn from Glouceft'erfbire. The addreffe is to the prince and contains 
nothing in it that is very liable to obje&ion; but Mr. Erie having no con¬ 
cern in that country, Mr. Methwyn told him, if any gentleman that was 
thought proper to deliver it, fhould defire it of him, he would not refufe to 
introduce him, which was all he could'db. Mr. ‘Erle then- left the addreffe with 
him, but upon fecond thoughts came' for it again in the afternoon, and faid 
he would deliver it hiirjfelf. It is obfervable tho ? there is nothing very ma- 
teriall in this addreffe, it comes from the county where an addreffe.of another 
fpiritt was refus’d; and it feems, lince they, cpuld not have fuch a one as they 
wifh’d, they would rather have fuch a one as the whigs would fign, and could 
not be obje&ed to, than have none at all, and this is certainly meant as a 
forerunner to others that are ready prepar’d, and will be of that ftile which you 
were before acquainted with. We have reafon to believe there are fome more 
in other countries ready to be fent up, which may be in themfelves not very 
fignificant, but only to introduce the humour of addreffirg, which when begun, 
if it meets with encouragement, you may depend upon it, will be followed in 
fuch a manner, as to complement the prince at the expence of the king and 
his fervants, for this was moft certainly the firft defign, and can be of no 
other ufe. The tories are waiting for the event, and flatter themfelves with 
no fmall advantage from it. Lord Sunderland' has left us* and will be foot* 
with you; we parted with all the profeflions and affurances of mutual friend- 
fhip and union, that was poffible. He feem’d indeed fenfible of the ill con- 
fequences of the meafures'he had been, engag’d in,, and feem’d refolvcd to re¬ 
turn 
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Period II. STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

I 7 I 4 t 0 I 72 O. . 

refents the iwfidious conduci of France in regard to Mardyke.—And again 
prtffei in the JlrongeJl manner the necejfty of the king’s prefence * 



SIR, ■ Hampton Court, 8th—19th Sept. 1716, 

’Townlhend J Am commanded by my lord Townfhend and Mr. fecretary Methuen to re- 
Pa P ers * turn you many thanks for the honour of your private letters of the 29th 
Original Augufl and 8th September. You will fee by the papers enclofed in Mr. Me- 
draughu Yuen’s difpatch, that theevent of the negociation with M. d’Iberville is likely 
to be fuch as was apprehended, and that there appears, as yet no probability 
of the regent’s putting his majefty under the leaft difficulty by confenting 
even in words to the demolition of Mardyk. It being very plain by the 
courfe of the negociation that though the draining of the waters is made the 
pretence, yet the maintaining a depth fufficient to admitt men of war and 
privateers is the reall aim of the French, my lord Townfhend and Mr. Me¬ 
thuen have/by the diregions of his royal highnefs (with the advice of the coun¬ 
cil) offered fuch an expedient as will force M. d’Iberville out of his chicane, 
and oblige him to own the reall intentions of his court. If the regent ffiould 
confent to this expedient, it is the opinion of our engineers that the canal will 
be rendered more effectually incapable of receiving ffiips of war and pri¬ 
vateers, than it would have been even by the firfl propofals in the paper an¬ 
nexed to the projeCt; and if he ffiould refufe to comply with it (as every 
one here is fully perfuaded he will) there will be'this additionall advantage 
accruing from the propofalas it is now putt, that it will at once convince the 
obftinate and unwilling, to believe both here "and in Holland, that the draining 
of the waters is only an idle found and pretence, fi nee after that is provided 
for by our confenting to fuch a depth of the fluice as they themfelves infilled 
on, they are as far from beingTatisfied as ever, and ftill infill on fuch a breadth, 
as can only be neceffary for receiving fhips .of war or privateers capable of 
annoying the trade of Great Britain: My'lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen 
conceive, that the making this appear in fo ftrong a,light will be of great fervice 
to his majefty, not only as it will juflify him to all the world in breaking off 
the treaty on the molt important point poffible, but as it will furnifh the 
well affe&ed in Holland with means to check that forward difpofition which 
appears in too many there for negociating with France. 

My lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen obferve with great concern, that your 
letter of the 8th inftant, fpeaks with very little certainty of the king’s return¬ 
ing 
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jng into England time enough to hold the parliament. They hope his ma- Period I 
jefty will doe them the juftice to believe, that what they offered and muft (till , 171 4 t017 
be obliged to offer on that head proceeds from no private view or intereft of 1716. 
their own, but from a reall fenfe of the many inconveniences and dangers, to 
which the whole nation as well as his majefty’s family are expofed by his ab- 
fence. There appears to them no profpeft of fubduing the fpirit of jacobi-i 
tifm, and of reftoring the publick tranquillity any other way than by wife and 
vigorous regulations in parliament, which they have as little profpeft of ob¬ 
taining without the prefence of the king to compofe the differences and to 
animate the zeal of his friends. It appears by late difcoverys, that a very 
confiderable fchifm is formed in the church, and every day encreafes by the 
joint induftry of the tory and nonjuring clergy, whofe congregations, lince 
Paul’s fpeech and the late encreafe of difaffe&ion are grown to be very nu¬ 
merous; and if fome vigorous remedy be not applied to this evil, the mafs of 
the people may by degrees, under the bait of religion, be drawn in openly to 
efpoufe the caufe of the pretender. This will make it neceffary to pafs fome 
laws which however levell’d againft the nonjurors principally, will not fail in 
fome degree to affeQ and irritate the two univerlitys and the whole body of 
the clergy]; and his majefty will -eafily conclude, that nothing lefs than his 
immediate countenance and protection will be fufficient to fupport his fervants 
tinder fo invidious, however neceffary, a fervice. 

The king’s friends as well as enemies in Scotland agree all like one man in 
oppoling the trials, that are carrying on at Carlifle, and it is doubted whe¬ 
ther the perfons employed will be able to get through thofe tryals with any 
fort of credit, not only on account of the difficulties that will be thrown in 
their way from that quarter, but by the liflleffnefs which reigns in all the 
courts of juftice, except two or three where men of fpirit prefide. And it is 
Hill more doubted whether, after the tryals are over, the executions will not 
produce a generall difturbance in Scotland, unlefs they can fee that the go¬ 
vernment is in a condition to refent fuch ufage as they ought. This may give 
fome occafion for making ufe of the army, which it is certain all imaginable 
efforts will be ufed in parliament to gett leffened, and to mifreprefent; com¬ 
plaints of all kinds being induftrioufly collected for that purpofe. Some me¬ 
thod muft alfo be pitched upon for paying off the publick debts, without 
which we are no nation, and this cannot be done without.difobliging feveral of 
the monied men who will be impatient at the lowering of intereft. Thefe dif- 
ficultys are fuch as appear to my lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen to be 
vol. xi. part 11. m hardly 
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Period II. hardly furmountable without the king’s prefence and immediate fupport, 
1 7 14.101720 . y et are Q f f uc h a nature as will not admitt of any delay; fo that they find 
1716. themfelves under an unavoidable neceffity of repeating as their moll fiocere and 
difimterefted fentiment, that his majefty Ihould refolve to hold the parliament 
in perfon. Thus much at leaft, they do moft earneftly beg, that whatever 
his majefty’s refolution may be, they may be apprifed of it immediately (under 
confidence) fince the time of the year requires, that a fcheme fhould be 
formed for the next feffion, which it will be impoffible for them to digeft and 
prepare in fuch a manner as they would wifh to do for the eafe of his ma- 
jefty’s government and for the advantage of his fervice; unlefs they can be 
able to foresee whether his majefty will hold the" parliament in perfon or 
not. 

This is what they thought themfelves obliged to communicate to you, but 
they leave it entirely to you to reprefent to his majefty as much or as little of 
it as you think proper at this time, and they again repeat to you their re- 
queft, that no one, except the king, may know this intelligence comes from 
them. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


The regent confents to reduce the Jluices of Mardyke .— Good ejfeBs refulting 
from the conclvfeon of the treaty with France . 

SIR, Hampton Court, September 11—22, 1716. 

Townftietid M Y Lord Townfhend and Mr. Methuen make no doubt but you will be 
gapers very much furprifed to hear, fo foon after what I had the honour to 


Original 

draught* 


write to you in my laft, that Monfieur dTberville has given in a paper; by 
which he confents to ruine the fafcinages and to reduce the fluice to the 
breadth of fixteen feet, which in the opinion of the moft fkilful of our fea 
officers as well as engineers, will more effectually exclude fhips of war and 
privateers, than what was firft propofed in the paper annexed to his majefty’s 
project. They impute this alteration in the conduCt of the regent, partly to 
the perplexed ftate of his own affairs, and partly to his having a better 
opinion of his majefty than heretofore. It is alfo poflible that the victory 
of the emperor may have had its fhare in determining him to this com¬ 
pliance. 

But be the caufe what it will, they think they have thejufteft reafon to 
felicitate his majefty on the conclufion of a treaty with France, as an-event 

not 
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not more glorious in itfelf than advantageous in its confequences. It cannot Period II. 
but be of general fervice to his majefty’s affairs to have it appear to the 1 714-1017zQ ,‘ 
world, that the reputation of his government is fuch as has enabled him, even 1716, 
amidft the difficulties under which he has laboured at home ever fince his 
acceffion to the throne, to extort from France a folemn engagement of 
deftroying that work which the hands of Great Britain itfelf had fo lately 
helped to raife, and which it is plain from the vaftnefs of expencc of the 
delign the late French king intended, fhould Hand to ages to come as a per¬ 
petual check to our ifland, and a lafting monument of his fuperior policy and 
glory. 

The regent’s concluding this treaty, and fubmitting to purchafe it at the 
price of this demolition will put him fo irreparably ill with the old miniftry 
and the Spaniffi faction in France, that from this moment he muft have taken'' 
the refolution to throw himfelf upon the king for fupport; the confequence 
of which with refpeft to his majefty’s domeftick affairs will be, that the fpirit 
of jacobitifm, which has hitherto been buoyed up by the expectation of 
affiftance from the regent, feeing that hope now entirely withdrawn, will fink 
and fall to nothing, provided his majefty’s affairs are carried on with fteadinefs 
and refolution. 

And as to foreign affairs the credit of a treaty with France upon fuch ad¬ 
vantageous terms, together with the immediate good effe&s it will produce at 
home will enable his majefty to make that figure on the continent, which the 
kings of England ought always to do, by fecuring to him the balance and 
arbitration of the affairs of Europe ; and this may not only incline the king 
of Sweden to fubmit to an accommodation upon his majefty’s own terms; but 
may polfibly give occafion to the czar to reflefit how far it may be fafe for 
him to proceed in meafures, which his majefty will now have his hands more 
at liberty to refent. 

The emperor in the mean time cannot, with any pretence of reafon, take 
offence at this alliance, fince in the*negotiation of it, he has had opportunity 
to be convinced, that the king had fuch regard for his interefts that he would 
fooner have renounced the, demolition of Mardyke, than have purchafed it 
upon terms prejudicial to the emperor’s rights, or any ways deftru&ive of his 
views. The only power that can find any lhadow for complaint they think is 
the king of Spain; and yet our greateft crime againft him is only the renewing 
a former guaranty of thofe renunciations, which he thought fit to fubmitt to 
in the molt folemn manner ; and how much foever he may be difpofcd to re- 
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Period n. fent it, yet as there is no power in being, except his majefty, to whom he 
1 714101720. can p ave recour f e i n his prefent circumftances, it is not doubted but he will 
endeavour to put the be ft. face upon this matter, and'it ill continue to propor¬ 
tion his civilitys to the hopes and fears he has from his majefty, which, as 
they have been, fo they will ever be, the only principle and rule of his 
behaviour with refpedt to England. 

Upon the whole, they think his majefty’s fervants have reafon to value 
themfelves upon having conduced this negotiation through fo many difficultys 
to fuch a profpefit of fuccefs, in which, as you have had the largeft ihare, they 
defire you to accept of their moft iincere congratulations. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Bernfdorf informs him , that the czar would quarter his troops in- the Danijh 
territories , and propofes to fecure the czar's flips, and, feize his perfon .— 
Necejfity of fpedily concluding the treaty with France ,, before the troubles in 
the North break out. 


MY LORD, 


September z$, 1716, N. S. 


Private. 


Townfliend Y^UR Lordiliip will perceive by my public difpatch to Mr. Methuen* 
FapeTS ' fomething of the apprehenfions we are under from our Northern neigh¬ 

bours ; nor did his majefty think it proper, that more ffiould be faid in the 
letter, which is to be read in council ; but your lordlhip will acquaint his royal 
highnefs with further particulars. 

Mr. Bernfdorf came to me this morning to tell me, that the czar has 
declared that he would quarter his troops in the Danifh territories; that the 
king of Denmark begs advice from the king, and particularly prays, that 
fir John Norris may ftay with him. The Mufcovite is already mafter by 
land in the king of Denmark’s country, and is taking meafures to be mafter 
at fea likewife. Mr. Bernfdorf thinks it neceffary to crufh the czar imme¬ 
diately, to fecure his lhips, -and even to feize his perfon to be kept till his 
troops fhall have evacuated Denmark and Germany. I went immediately 
to the king, who a Iked how far I could venture to give orders to fir John 
Norris. I told him that as far as joining his offices with thofe of the king of 
Denmark, X would make no difficulty; and I will accordingly write to 
fir J. Norris by an exprefs, which fhall be difpatched to-morrow to inform 
him on which fide the king inclines: but the king defires that your lordffiipr 
will con§der ferioufly of this matter, and of inftrufitions for our fleet here. 

I da 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 

I do verily believe things will come to an eclat, perhaps before I can have Period I 
an anfwer from you. I fhall check my own nature upon this occafion, which | 7 H t0 »7 
was ever inclined to bold ftrokes, till I can hear from you. But you will 17x6. 
eafily imagine how I fhall daily be preffed to fend orders to fir J. Norris. 

The truth is, I fee no day-light.through thefe affairs. We may eafily mafter 
the czar, if we go brifkly to work j and that this be thought a right meafu-re. 

But how far Sweden may be thereby enabled to difturb us in Britain you 
mull judge. If the czar be let alone, he will not only be mafter of Den¬ 
mark, but with the body of troops which he hath ftill behind on the frontiers 
of Poland, may take quarters where he pleafes in Germany. Plow far the 
king of Pruflia is concerned with him we do not know, nor will that prince 
explain himfelf. The king now willies, and fo doth your humble fervant, very 
heartily that we had fecured France. The abbe talks to me as one would 
wilh, and flxewed me part of a difpatch from Marlhal d’Huxelles this morn¬ 
ing, whereby they promife that the minute our treaty is figned, they will 
frankly tell us every thing they know touching the jacobite projeffts from the 
beginning. I was, you know, very averfe at firft to thi s treaty, but I think, 
truly as things now ftand we ought not to lofe a minute in finifhing it. 

P. S. Since the writing what goes before the abbe Ihewed me an extraffc 
of d’Iberville’s letter to Mr. Chateauneuf, by which it appears but too plainly 
that your lordlhip judged right of d’Iberville. He is plainly again!! the- 
thing ; and I affure you the abbe is as angry with him as you can be. I do 
therefore think the only way to end, is to frame, as I often mentioned, fuch 
an article as you think it polfible for the regent to accept, and fend it hither 
as your ultimatum. I do not defpair hut that I fliould prevail upon this 
man, who as I tell Mr. Methuen, hath a new commilfion and full powers, 
dated the 12th inftant, to fign it with me as we figned the others. 

I am perhaps too eafily alarmed, but I confefs that I think, it will be of 
fatal confequence, if the negociation fhould mifcarry; which it certainly will 
do, if this eclat in the North breaks out before we have finilhed. 

Mr. Bernfdorf has been twice with me to defire that I would recommend, 
to your lordlhip the bufinefs of the money due to Munfter and- Saxe-Gotha. 
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17141:0172,0. SECRETARY STANHOPE. TO LORD TOWN SHEND* 

I—-**— 

1716* King fatisfied with die £01s, and zmpaticfit Jor the conclujion oj the allzctnct 
, with France* 


September 2,9, 1716, 


Harrington OINCE my laft letter to your lordlhip, I carryed the abbe du Bois to the 
Fa P ers - ki n g for the firft time: they parted perfe&ly well fatisfied with each other. 
Private, and the reafons I have mentioned to your lordfhip in fome of my late letters, 
continue to make the king very defirous that this matter may fpeedily come 
to an iffue. A frefh motive, which adds to the king’s impatience is the 
advice we have from Paris of the 21ft inftant, that Monfieur Beretti, a new 
Spanifh ambaffador, had left Paris in order to go to the Hague. We {hall 
be embarrafled what to do with this man, till our bufinefs with France be 
finifhed one way or .other. If we clofe with France, I think I have a plan 
for Spain, which will not difpleafe you, which I will communicate to your 
lordlhip in a fhort time. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY. STANHOPE. 

Confidentially communicates to him his opinion that the profiecution of the 
Northern war will be their ruin, and earnefily exhorts him to prevail on, 
the king to male afipcedy peace. 

DEAR DON, Sunday, September 23—O&ober 4, 1716. 

Stanhope M Y heart is fo full with the melancholy news you fent me in your laft, that 
Papers ‘ I cannot help writing this letter to you, which I beg. may be feen by no 

Private, one perfon living, but remain abfolutely between you and me a fecret for 
ever. My chief defign is to beg of you not to confent to fir John Norris 
flaying any longer than the firft of November, nor to the king’s engaging 
openly in the affair about the czar. This Northern war' has been managed 
fo ftupidly, that it will be our ruin. Is it poflible for the king to carry it on 
with Denmark only on his .fide, and the Mufcovite troops againft him, 
fuppofing even the intended projefit fhould fucceed? Would it not therefore 
be right for the king to think immediately how to make his peace with Sweden, 
even tho* he lhou’d be obliged to make fome facrifice in obtaining it ? 

' % . ' 


ir nu r% 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE® 1714101720® 

v®- — /O 

7 /Z effects of a rupture with Ruffia, particularly in preventing the importation I7l6< 
of naval /lores.—It is the opinion of the prince that the fquadron of Jir John 
Norris ought not to winter in the Baltic—Dreads an invafion from Sweden — 

Infinuates the danger and difficulty of feizing the p erf on of the czar } and 
fecuring his troops. t 


SIR, Hampton Court, Sunday, September 23—O&ober 4, 1716. 

YESTERDAY morning I received your private letter of the 25th inftant, 
which I immediately laid before the prince. His royal highnefs is ex¬ 
tremely concerned at the ill turn which affairs in the north are likely to take, 
and particularly that this fhould happen at a juncture the molt cridcall that 
could have been found for doing hurt to his majefty’s affairs, as well by 
checking the regent’s eagernefs to finifli the alliance, as by encouraging the 
pretender to proceed in thofe attempts which we are affured he is preparing 
to make in concert with Sweden. Under fo fatall a contre-temps his royal 
highneffe’s greateft fatisfa&ion is, that the treaty with France is in fuch for-,, 
wardnefs as gives room to hope, that the regent will rather choofe to go 
forward, than by retracing what he has done, abandon for ever all hopes of 
an alliance with his majefty. 

His royal highnefs has confidered your letter with all the attention which 
the importance of its matter requires, and obferving that the exigency of the 
affair you write about, is fuch as not to admitt of any delay, he has thought 
fitt to difpatch an cxprefs with his own opinion, and that of fuch of his 
majeffy’s fervants as are here at prefept, which are none but' Mr. Methuen, 
Mr. Walpole, and myfelf. You will eafily believe from the difcourfe which 
you may remember palled between you and me upon the czar’s being fir ft 
permitted to bring fuch a large body before Wifmar, that I was not much 
furprifed to hear of his proceeding in this manner; and fince what we could 
not then gett believed is now verified by the event, all that remains is to con- 
fider what remedy can be provided, which you may depend upon it his royal 
highnefs wifhes to be as decifive and fpeedy a one as you can poffibly defire j 
being fenfible that flow and gentle methods will in this cafe work no effedt, 
or worfe than none. But the accounts given by lord Polwarth of what has 
palled between the czar and king of Denmark are fo lame and imperfefi, that 
it is impoffible for his royal highnefs to form, any certain judgment of the 
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ftate of affairs there, and how far the Danes are in a condition to execute the 
vigorous meafures propofed in your letter. The fentiments therefore which 
his royal highnefs commands me to tranfmitt for his majefty’s deliberation 
relate chiefly to the confequences which thofe meafures are likely to produce 
with refpeft to England. 

The fir ft and moll obvious effeQ; of our breaking with the czar will.be his 
feizing on our -merchants with their Chips, cargoes and effects (which are un¬ 
doubtedly of great value), and his prohibiting our commerce to Mufcovy, 
which at this time when we are unable to fupply ourfelves with navall ftores 
from any other country, certainly deferves the greateft confideration, and fo 
much the more becaufe his royal highnefs having confulted the moll ex¬ 
perienced members of the Admiralty and Navy, finds that it is our misfortune 
at this jun&ure, by the knavery of the Mufcovites in impoling on our 
merchants laft year to have our navall magazines fo ill provided with ftores, 
particularly with hemp, that if the fleet of merchant men, now lading in the 
Baltick, fhould by any accident mifcarry, it will be impoffible for his majefly 
to fxtt out any fhips of war for the next year, by which means the whole navy 
of England will be rendered perfe&ly ufelefs, and the enemies of his majefty’s 
government will be furnifhed with the moft popular topicks of complaint. 

His royal highnefs is alfo of opinion, that it will above all things be 
neceffary for his majefty’s fervice, that fir John Norris fhould be at liberty 
to return with the fleet by the beginning of November at fartheft, not only 
on account of the danger to which the merchantmen would be expofed with¬ 
out his convoy (which yet in our prefent circumftances is alone fufficient to 
make his ftay impracticable) hut becaufe our fea officers are all of opinion 
that the fhips which winter there will certainly be fo far damaged by the 
frofts (which begin ufually in November) and by other accidents in thofe 
feas, that they will fcarce ever be fkt for any other expedition. Befides, 
they cannot be of any ufe or fervice there during the winter feafon, and our 
officers are all clear in their opinion, that the fquadron may return thither 
earlier in the next fpring from England, than they can be fitted for aftion in 
thofe parts after the thaw; and even fuppofing their ftay there were practi¬ 
cable, yet the fervice propofed being either to be performed at a blow or not 
at all, the event will be decided one way or other before November, after 
which time the rigour of the feafon will impofe a kind of naturall armiftice 
on all fleets in thofe feas. I may add, that it will be an unpardonable ftep 
here, if at a time when the nation is threatened with an invafion, and finds it- 
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felf in fo dcfencelefs a condition as to fhipping, fuch a confiderable branch of Period II 
our naval force ftiould be detained abroad, to the evident detriment of the 1 . 7 1 4 t0| 7 2 
{hips themfelves, as well as to the hazard of the men’s lives for want of pro- 1716. 
vilions : and what gives the greater weight to this confideration, is, that the 
king of Sweden (according to the intelligence fent you in feveral of my 
letters) is at this time a&ually treating with the Jacobites in order to joyn with 
the pretender, fo that no doubt can be made, but when he fees the defcent 
■on Schonen laid afide, and Great Britain embroyled with the czar, he will 
think himfelf at liberty to give a full carriere to his paflion by pouring a body 
of forces into England. 

However, if his royal highnefs apprehends thefe difficulties and ill con- 
fequences on the one hand, he is on the other no lefs deeply affeQed with a 
juft fenfe of the imminent danger which thefe kingdoms as well as the empire 
are expofed to from the behaviour of the czar, who it is plain intends to make 
himfelf mafter of the whole coaft of the Baltick; his royal highnefs is there¬ 
fore of opinion that the meafures propofed in your letter, or any other, be 
they never fo ftrong and vigorous, ought rather to be made ufe of, than that 
that prince fhould be fuffered to go on, and effefft the plan he feems to have 
formed. But it is thought here, that the execution of what is propofed by 
Monfieur Bernftorf does entirely depend upon the king of Denmark; neither 
can his royal highnefs fee how his majefty’s immediate affiftance can at prefent 
contribute to that end; if the czar’s troops are to be fecured, and his perfon 
to be feifed, it mufl be done by the king of Denmark’s army alone, and the 
fuccefs of this enterprife mull wholely depend on the condition the Danes arc 
in to execute it. His royal highnefs is therefore of opinion, that his majefiy, 
if he thinks the king of Denmark able to go through with fuch a project, may 
•infinuate privately and under the greateft fecrecy that he will not only 
acquiefce in his Danifh majefty’s making this attempt, (if he thinks fitt to 
undertake it), but that he will alfo fupport and affift him in the fequel of this 
affair when once the blow is given. But his royal highnefs fubmitts it to his 
majefiy, whether it can be for his fervice to appear openly at this juncture in 
an affair of this kind, to the fuccefs of which, as I faid before, he cannot at 
prefent contribute; for if once the ftroke is ftruck at land, and the czar and 
his troops fecured, the Mufcovite fleet will be of little or no fervice, and the 
Danes will of themfelves be more than able to deal with them. However, if 
this laft particular relating to the fleets fhould notiprove true, his royal high¬ 
nefs does not fee there would be any harm in fending private orders to 
vol. 11. part 11. N fir 
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Period II. fir John Norris, that if after the king of Denmark has fecured the czar and 
1714101720. tro0 p S at j an( j } t h e Mufeovite fleet fhould attempt to attack the Danes, he 
1716. might in fuch a cafe declare to the Mufcovites, that being fent thither to 
aft defenfively in favour of Denmark, he could not by the inftrufiions he 
brought with him buffer their being attack’d. Thefe orders the Danes may 
have private notice of, and his royal highnefs thinks this ought to content 
them; fince the king’s taking any further ftep in their favour would he 
attended with infuperable difficulties, the leaf! of which might be, that the 
whole of the war againft Sweden as well as Mufcovy would be devolved 
upon his majefty. 

Thefe are the fentiments of his royal highnefs, as well as of thofe who have 
the honour to be employed in his majefty’s fervice upon this ticklifh and in¬ 
tricate affair, all which his royal highnefs defires may be entirely fubmitted to 
his majefty’s judgment and determination. I am, with the greateft truth and 
affeBion, yours. 

STEPHEN POYNTZ TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Lori Townfheni is treated ly the prince with particular confidence—laments 
the ftuation of affairs in, the north.—Enforces the neceffiy of th king's 
augmenting his forces in Germany.—Strongly objects to the continuance oj 
the Britifi fquadron in the Baltic.—Recommends a peace with Sweden. 

SIR* Hampton Court, Sept. 25,—Oftober 6, 17 iS, 

Am commanded by my lord to acquaint you, that the prince was fo earn ell 
with him to write the enelofed, and has been pleafed to ufe him with fuch 
Original particular confidence of late, that he could not think it for his majefty’s fer- 
ought. v j ce to decline obeying his royal highnefs’s commands in an infftance, when 
they appeared not only highly reafonable but neceffary; and he was the eafier 
induced to do this, having lately feen a letter from Hanover, which makes it 
very probable his majefty will not come over this winter. His lordlhip 
thinks, that his writing to you in this manner need put you under no fort of 
difficulty, fince if you do not think it proper to fpeak to his majefty di- 
reBly on this fubjeB, you need only write a refpeBful anfwer, which he may 
fhow the prince, letting his royal highnefs know your opinion, and affuring 
him you will take the firft convenient opportunity to learn his majefty’s plea- 
fure on thefe particulars. 

Laft 


Townfhend T 
Papers* * 
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Laft night lord Townfhend received your letters of the 29th inftant, and is Period II. 
fo affeQed with the melancholy turn which the affairs of the north have taken, ^H 101 ? 20 / 
that he cannot help troubling you with his private fentiments on that fubject. . 1716, 

The ftrong reprefentation which you mention as defigned to be made to the 
czar, his lordfhip thinks is certainly a right ftep; but he cannot fee how any 
body can with reafon flatter himfelf, that it will be attended with fuccefs. 

The behaviour of the czar at this jun&ure is certainly not the. effect of any 
fudden change in him; but the confequence of a plan he has long been forming t 
of the truth of this, he gave fufficient proof when he married his niece to the 
duke of Mecklenburgh. He has certainly for fome time looked upon Swe¬ 
den as out of a condition to give him any great difturbance; and he feems to 
have had no greater apprehenfion from his majefty as having only Denmark 
on his fide; and being in no condition to oppofe his views and meafures in 
Germany. 

His lordfhip wifhes he may not have judged right in this particular, but 
fears if the king does not alter his meafures very foon, it will prove too 
true: the prefent greatnefs of the czar being chiefly owing to the king’s not 
caring to be at the expence of having a fufficient number of his own troops 
to fupport the figure he ought to have made, and the intereft he has in the 
northern quarrel, as partly to the jealoufy that has long prevailed between 
our court and that of Pruffia. If therefore the czar fh'ould continue in the 
refolution he has taken, the only way to prevent the mifchiefs fo juftly appre¬ 
hended is, in his lordfhip’s opinion, to remove, before it be too late, the caufe 
that firft brought on the danger, which mull be by the king’s refolving to 
augment his troops to fuch a number, by railing, or hiring, or both, as fhall 
fhew the czar, that his majefty does intend to be mafter fo near home; and 
at the fame time his lordfhip thinks endeavours ffiould be ufed to get the 
court of Pruffia at any rate. The very noife of his majefty’s raffing or hiring 
20,000 men now, would do him more credit and fervicc at this time, than 
the railing 40,000 men a year hence; and though the expence would fall 
heavy at firft; yet his majefty would have means of making himfelf whole; 
and even of being a gainer by the credit which fuch an augmentation would 
give him towards carrying on his own terms of peace with Sweden; whereas 
without fome fuch ftep no man living can foretell what extremities the king 
may be driven to before a year goes about. Such a refolution would con¬ 
found the czar’s meafures, eftablifh the king’s intereft all over Europe, and 
keep every thing quiet here; and unlefs fomething of this kind be done his 

n 2 lord- 
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Period II. lordfhip is afraid you will fee the king’s affairs here and every where elfe fall 
1 714 to 1720. j nt0 ver y g rea t confufion. 

1716* My lord Townfhend perceives by a letter from M. Robethon, that the 
king is likely to infill on fir John Norris’s fquadron being left to winter in the 
Baltic; and he commands me to acquaint you, that it makes him loofe all 
patience to fee what ridiculous expedients they propofe to his majefly for ex¬ 
tricating themfelves out of their prefent difficulties; as if the leaving you eight 
men of war to be frozen up for fix months would fignify five grains towards 
giving a new turn to the affairs of the north. However if they have had the 
influence to perfuade his majefly, that fuch a flep is abfolutely neceffary, 
thus much his lordfhip thinks he may venture to affirm, that no one can ever 
bear the weight of fuch a refolution, without majefly by aiding in every 
part with fuitable vigour, will make it plain, that nothing lefs than the molt 
imminent danger obliged him to provide for his defence in this extraordinary 
manner. A peace with Sweden, his lordfhip thinks, would be the lhorteft 
way to put an end to all thefe difturbances; but confidering that prince’s 
temper, he very much fears any new projedt of that kind would, at this 
jundlure be impraflicable. I am, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


[Enclofed in the preceding letter. ] 

Dejires in the name of the prince of Wales, to be informed whether the neceffary 
plans for opening the feffion fhould begin to be arranged.—Complains of the 
interference of Robethon. 


Draught « 


Hampton Court, Tuefday, September 25—October 6, iyt 6 , 

Townfhend "YOU will have heard from Mr. Secretary Methuen, that the parliament 
Papers. was prorogued on Tuefday the 18th inflant, for one month; but the 

Private, ufual time of the feffion drawing on, and the bufinefs which tnuft be brought 
' in, being fuch as will take up a great deal of time in preparing and digefting, 

as well as in being afterwards difpatched in the houfe; for thefe reafbns, his royal 
highnefs thinks it would be for k£s majefly’s fervice, that he fhould know 
as foon as poffible, whether it is majefly’s pleafure, that he fhould begin to 
form the neceffary plans, as alfoatwhat time the feffion is to-be opened. 
But as this affair is fomewhat of a nice and delicate nature, his royal highnefs 
has commanded me to write to you in confidence as to a friend, defiring you 
to apprife yourfelf of thefe particulars at fuch a time, arid in- fuch a manner. 
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as may give no fort of offence to his majefty, the promoting of whofe fervice 
is th,e only view his royal highnefs has in making this enquiry. 

There is one particular relating to the conduCt of Mr. Robethon, which I 
am obliged to take notice of to you, and which I hope you will endeavour to 
put a flop to. The Scotch find means of applying to him, and upon his par¬ 
tial reprefentations to the king, he obtains and tranfmits orders hither, which 
we, who have the honour to ferve here, conceive by no means for his ma- 
jefty’s fervice. I have had feveral inftances of this, and particularly two by 
the laft poft. He gives directions in his letters to count Bothmar to enquire 
of me how fir James Campbell came not to be turned out of his command in 
Sterling Caftle, and why Mr. Erfkine was turned out from being collector of 
the cufloms at Invernefs. As for the former, his majefty may remember, 
that upon his fhewing me the lift of the duke of Argyle’s creatures and de¬ 
pendants given him by the duke of Roxburgh, he was pleafed to declare, that 
fuch of them againft whom the want of zeal or {kill in their bufinefs could not 
be objected, fhould keep their places; and upon my alluring his majefty, 
there was no objection of that kind againft fir James Campbell, he was pleafed 
to declare he fhould be continued in his poft at Stirling Caftle. As for Mr. 
Erlkine he was removed for being a near relation of Mar’s, and one whom 
feveral of the Scotch members of parliament affirmed to Mr. Walpole on their 
own knowledge to be a molt notorious jacobite. .Iam, &c. 


Period II. 
1714101720. 


1716. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Enforces the necejfity of the king's prefence; hut if he continues abroad, recom¬ 
mends the propriety of not deferring too long the opening of thefejfion, -which 
would difgufi the prince.—Flour filing flate of the revenue and public credit .— 

Is.preparing a fcheme for paying off the debt.—Conference with Bothmar on 
the file of the-lands in the ijland of St. Chrijlopher's.—Diffuades the king 
from appropriating the purchafe money , and recommends another mode of 
proceeding. 

DEAR SIR, London, Sept. 28— 0 < 5 lober 9, 1716. 

J Have received the favour of yours of the 19th inftant, and am very glad to Stanhope 
hear, that our endeavours to render his majefty the belt fervice we are able ^ a P ers » 

is gracioufly accepted by him; and ’tis a further fatisfaCtion for us to find 
that tho’ we have no eafy game to play here, we are not entirely unfuccelf- 
full; andaltho’ it may be poffible ftill to carry on the king’s bufineffe here 

with 
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’eriod II. with a conftant affiduity, application and carefull management-, I muft con- 
'i 4 t0>, 7 2 ° , f e (f e j was infinitely pleas’d with that part of the letter which gave us hopes 
1716. of his majefties coming over to hold the parliament himfelf. But I. cannot but 
be concern’d at your apprehenfions upon this point exprefs’d in your letter 
to Mr. Poyntz; but in this cafe next to the want of the king’s prefence, to 
be kept in doubt and fufpence will be the greateft misfortune. 

I have gott the prince’s leave to goe into the country for a month, to try 
if I can lay in a little ftock of health, to enable me to undergoe the winter’s 
campaign, and as I may not be in the way to give you my thoughts very 
fuddenly again, I fhall take the liberty to tell you my fenfe very plainly. 
If ’tis poffible to prevail with the king to come over, no endeavours fhould 
be wanting to convince his majefty, that ’its of the laft confequence to his 
affairs, and indeed allmoft of fuch abfolute neceflity, that nobody dares to 
anfwer for fucceffe in this bufinefie in parliament in his majefties abfence; fo 
that if there is any hopes of the king’s coming over, I think it advifeable to 
defer the meeting of the parliament as long as ’tis poffible, which I think 
may be done till after Chriftmas. But on the other hand, if his majefty is 
determin’d to fuffer the prince to hold the parliament, I am of opinion, there 
fhould be no thoughts of deferring the feffions any longer than the latter end 
of November or beginning of December at furtheft. For befides the generall 
inconveniencies of a late feffion, and the particular prejudices that the public 
fuffers in our mony matters, you may depend upon it, the prince will foon 
grow uneafy; and if he once begins to think, that the feffion is delayed only 
to defeat him of what he fo much defires, this will be imputed entirely to us; 
and if he at laft holds the parliament, his refentment upon this account, may 
give thofe that defire to confound the king’s affairs fuch an advantage over 
us, that we fhall feel the effefts of it thro’ the whole feffion; that ’tis plain to 
me, if the king defigns the prince fhall hold the parliament, and. will thereby 
putt the whole affairs of this winter into his highnefie’s hands and power, it 
fhould be done in fuch a manner as may not engage the prince in meafures 
oppofite to the intereft of the king. It is eafy to fee of what ufe and fervice 
it'will be, for the king’s fervants to know his majefties refolutions upon this 
head as foon as may be, that they may begin to form the fcheme of the fef¬ 
fion, and take his majefties pleafure upon the feverall heads, before they are 
finally fixed and determin’d with the prince. 

The ftate of his majefties revenue being at prefent in fo good a condition, 
I hope you will excufe me that I give you the trouble of acquainting you in 

general. 
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Period II. eafily judge-what mull be the tenour and cheif of our difcourfe. I do appre- 
171,4^720 , tjjat St. Chriftopher’s being a ceffion to England upon the peace, it 

1716. will be thought, and fome time or other declar’d fo in parliament, that it 
being purchas’d by the blood and treafure of the publick, the nation ought 
to have the benefitt and advantage of it. This I fpeak, as the language of 
fuch, as will be difpos’d to find fault, and what will perhaps be too much at¬ 
tended to by even the well-meaning country gentlemen. There is no doubt but 
S tis in the power of the king to fell or difpofe of it, as he fhall think fitt; that 
the only queftion is about the manner, and the application of the money. I 
have had this fummer two or three different propofalls offer’d to me, which, 
I have allways declined entering into, becaufe I did not know the king’s 
fenfe and pleafure about it. The higheft fum that has been ever yett men¬ 
tion’d to me, was 70,000/. I cannot fay that more will be given, but it fo 
feldom happens, that the higheft price is bid at firft, that I make no doubt 
but the cafe would be the fame here likewife. I underhand by count 
Bothmar, that the king is pretty much determin’d to have the whole produce 
at his own will and private direftion, and what is fuggefted, to bring this 
matter immediately into a tranfaciion, is the danger there may be, that the 
parliament may by fome afft, or vote, lay their hands upon it, and prevent the 
king’s intentions, as was done in the cafe of the Farthings. I can only fay to 
this, that whoever fhould think df meddling with this previoufly to any thing 
being done upon it, would fooner fall upon it after it was done in fuch a 
manner, as they might apprehend will give a handle to fix a blame or cenfure 
upon the king’s fervants ; for I have always obferv’d that the love of finding 
' fault is at leaft as prevalent in our houfe, as the defire of doing the publick 
good; and I believe Mr. Lechmere would be more forward in fixing a cen¬ 
fure upon your humble fervant, than in faving fuch a fum to the publick. 
Upon the whole, if his majefty is very intent, that fomething fhould be done in 
this matter, I humbly hope, he will give leave that it may be confider’d in 
the beft manner that is poflible; and if he is very defirous to take the benefitt 
of it to himfelf, I hope his majefty will be fo good as to forgive me, if I give 
it as my humble opinion, that the fureft, and moft effeaual way to fecure fuch 
a fhare or part of it as fhall be thought reafonable to his own private difpofall, 
will be by permitting, that a greater part of it fhould be applied to fome ufe 
that will appear to be a publick' concern, which will ftill be fo entirely under 
his majefty’s dire&ion, that if it is his majefty’s pleafure, a reafonable advan¬ 
tage may be in his majefty’s power, without any clamour, or complaint, which 

I am 
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I am afraid will never otherways be avoided. Suppofe for inftance, if a plan Period II. 
fhould be prepar’d for re-building Whitehall, which I think has been before 1 / l ^ t 01 7 z0 ' 
mention’d to his majefty, and part of this be declared as the foundation of 1716. 
that publick work, it would ftop the mouths of all reafonable men, and I 
think it would be poffible afterwards to give fuch a turn to this affair that 
what fhould be applied to his majefty’s private ufe might be fo order’d as to 
have the appearance of a faving to the publick. I thought it proper to give 
you a general view of my conceptions in this affair, that you may learn what 
it is the king expefts, and in relation to the apprehenfions of the parliament’s 
being before-hand with us, I will only add one thing, that whenever St. 
Chriftopher’s comes to be fold, it is not to be fuppos’d, but the purchafers 
will require a confiderable time for making the payments of fo large a fum, 
that by the nature of the thing this will be publicly known, before any con- 
fiderable part of the money will be paid in, and upon fuch notice; ’tis more 
probable the parliament will call for an account of it, than whilft it lies 
afleep, and an addreffe of the houfe of commons will as effedtually reach it, 
if at all, after the contrafft is made, as before. When I have faid this, I hope 
if any thing happens in parliament upon this fubjefft, contrary to his majefty’s 
wifhes, it will not be imputed to me; for I muft obferve to you there being 
feveral perfons who have this matter in their view, with a profpeft of private 
advantage, it is to be expended, that the difappointed will find ways to bring 
this upon the ftage, whenever any agreement is made with others. 

I fend you herewith the warrant for lord Manchefter’s office, for his 
majefty’s hand, as likewife the grant to lady Mar, See. purfuant to the power 
given to hi-s majefty by a£t of parliament. I believe I have by this time 
fufficiently tired you, but I write now for a month. Pray believe me, 
dear Don, with all poffible fincerity and friendfhip, your’s for ever, See. 

STEPHEN POYNTZ TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

f 

Jacobitifm lofts ground in the inland and wejlern parts of England.—Wales 
ripe for rebellion.—Jacobites mix religion with politics.—Tory clergy dif- 
contented with theft proceedings of the jacobUes ♦ 

SIR, ' Hampton Court* G£bober 5, 1716, 

VERY thing is very quiet in England at prefent, and jacobitifm vifibly Walpole 
loofes ground in the home countys. .But in the weftern and inland parts Pa P ers » 
and in all Wales the difaffeftion is as violent as ever and ripe for rebellion. Private. 
vot. IX. part 11. o The 
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Period II. The prefent game of the Jacobites is to ereft as many meeting houfes as . they 
1 71410172°. cat ^ an( j tQ m j x re pgi on with their politicall quarrels, that they may gain the 
1716. furer hold on their profelytes. One Spinks has lately been feifed who ap¬ 
pears to be a bifhop, and one of the treafurers of the party, accounts appearing 
among his papers of above 16,000/. diftributed among the poor nonjuring 
parfons, being partly contributions, and partly legacys of the lady Coventry,. 
Dr. South, Nelfon, Hickes, &c. The difcovery of this formidable fchifm 
works a good effect on the tory clergy, who have been fo ufed to lead, that 
they cannot bear the thoughts of following a poor defpicable fett of men, who 
are engroffing the whole name and preferments of the church to themfelves j 
I believe they will rather chufe to ftand where they are than venture all they 
have to be but fecond in the pretender’s favour. 

There never was known fuch a demand for wollen manufa&ure as at this 
time. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO HORACE WALFOLE. 


Walpole 

Papers. 


j Expreffes his JatisfaBion that the article about Mardyke is fettled.—Is alarmed 
at the affairs of the north.—The king defrous that the treaty with France 
Jhould be jigned without delay.—Separately with du Bois , if the States are 
not ready. 

SIR, Hanover, Qftober 6, iyi 6 » 

''J’HE letters which came hither this morning by Hey wood, the meffenger 
from England, brought us the good news of the fettlement of the article 
about Mardyke. Whereupon it is agreed here that the abbe du Bois fhall 
fet out from hence for the Hague, at the fame time the king goes to the Goer, 
which will be oh Saturday next, in order to fign the treaty in form with 
you. 

The accounts in your letter of the third inftant, which I alfo received this, 
morning, as alfo thofe from other hands about the' affairs of 'the north, you 
may imagine give the king no fmall uneafinefs; fince it is to be feared that 
matters may come very foon there to an open rupture between the Danes and 
Mufcovites, for which reafon his majefty is defirous of giving the finifhing 
Broke to the treaty with France, as foon as poffible. And for that purpofe 
has made choice of the firft of the three expedients offered by France for the 
removal of the. pretender, which is that the French king obliges himfelf to. 
remove the pretender beyond the Alps immediately after the figning of the 

treaty,. 
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treaty, and before the exchange of the ratifications. I mull therefore re- Period I 
commend to you by the belt means you are able to difpofe the penfionary and l 71 ^' 7 
our other friends in Holland to give the greateft- difpatch to our bufinefs, 1716. 
that they alfo may be ready to fign without lofs of time. But if you find that 
the forms of proceeding in Holland will occafion a neceffary delay. I defire 
you will fend me your opinion, whether it will not then be the propereft 
courfe for you to acquaint the penfionary with the reafons his majefty has to 
get the French tyed down immediately by fomething under their hand; and 
for that purpofe, that you and the abbe fhould fign the treaty, but with this 
exprefs agreement on both fides, that the States are to be admitted into it as 
parties, as foon as the neceffary forms of their proceeding will allow 
them to come in. I am the more inclined to think this muft be the 
method, becaufe it feems to be incumbent upon us to procure the States Ge¬ 
neral’s acceffion to our treaty with the emperor which ought to be done at 
the fame time they fign the treaty with France. Such a proceeding will be 
agreeable to the refolution the States had taken of carrying on the two nego¬ 
tiations at the fame time, and it would certainly give the court of Vienna a 
very fpecious, not to fay, a juft ground of diffatisfadlion, if we fhould lead the 
Dutch into a treaty with France, and omitt engaging them to become partyes 
to- that which we have figned with the emperour. I defire your opinion there¬ 
fore without lofs of time upon the matter. You muft in the mean time inge- 
nuoufly communicate to the marquis de Prie the fiibftance of our treaty with 
Franee, which in my confcience I think is for the emperor’s advantage; 
iince England and.Fiance do, by not confirming, tacitely refeind whatever 
was ftipulated by the treaty of Utrecht to the emperor’s difadvantage, in re¬ 
lation not only to Sicily, but even to the fucceffion of the houfe of Savoy to 
•the crown of Spain in default of the branch of Anjou. This is not only a 
fubtil inference to be drawn from the words of our treaty; but I can tell 
you in confidence, that the abbe du Bois has in fadt, in all his difeourfes with 
me, given up the pretenfions of the duke of Savoy to both. And if the court 
of Vienna is capable of adting reafonably, and of quitting their chimerical 
.pretenfions to the crown of Spain, I do verily believe the king may in a little 
€ime procure for them very confiderable advantages on the fide of Italy. 
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Period. II. 

1714101720. SECRETARY STANHOPE TO SECRETARY METHUEN. 

— ; 

j g [Enclofed in the preceding difpatch.] 

Expreffes the king's fatisfaBion that the French have confented to the demolition 
of Mardyke—Jigns the agreement with du Bois—explains the motives for 
defiring to hajlen the fgnature of the alliance with France—orders full 
powers for figning to be forwarded infantly to the minifers at the 
Hague . 


SIR, Hanover, October 8, 1716. 

Walpole 1 Am commanded by the king to exprefs die fatisfaBion which he has in 
Papers. learning, that the bufinefs of Mardyke is happily concluded in the manner 
you acquaint me by your letter of the 19th of September laft, O. S. Nothing 
could happen more feafonably for the king’s intereft; for the affairs of the 
north have given his majefty of late no fmall uneafinefs; and it was very 
much to be apprehended, that France taking advantage from thence, might 
have laid hold on fuch an occafion not only to break off the negociation, but 
to have fomented and abetted new difturbances in Brittain, to prevent which 
his majefty thinks no time at all fhould be loft in fixing the regent, and tying 
his hands, by this treaty. For this reafon his majefty has commanded me to 
fign with the abbe du Bois the agreement you will find at the head of the 
xnclofed treaty; and in purfuance to the faid agreement I have hismajefty’s 
commands to fend orders to the Hague to fign with the abbe as foon as he 
fhall come thither, in the manner you will find exprefs’d in the convention, 
at the end of the treaty. 

His majefty thinks, that, by the whole treaty and by the faid convention at 
the latter end of it, whereby both parties oblige themfelves to make ufe in 
concert of all poffible offices to accelerate the Dutch fig nin g, fo much regard 
is- fhewn to Holland, that they cannot poflibly take it amifs; and efpecially 
iince the king is fo much concerned, that the pretender fhould as foon 
as poffible be forced to pafs the Alps, which it is become the more neceffary 
to haften, fince by advices from fo many parts, his majefty is informed 
that he is at this time proje&ing a new invafion. The fame confideratioa 
hath induced his majefty to accept of the firft of the three expedients offered 
by France, touching his removall, becaufe France will thereby be ahfolutely 
tyed down from the minute the treaty fhall be figned. 

*Tis 
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»Tis poffible that the fall powers lodged at the Hague, which probably Period II. 
were calculated for the three powers figning jointly may not be fufficient to V 14t01 7 2 °; 
authorize the king’s minifters to obey the directions I am to fend. This I 1716. 

have told the king, whofe pleafure it is, that in fuch cafe proper powers 
fhould be forthwith fent. I have. likewife by his majefty’s command told 
the abbe du Bois, that fuch a thing is poffible; to the end he might not be 
furpril'ed or become fufpicious of our fincerity, if it fhould prove fo. But I 
have told him likewife, that I have the king’s commands, that proper powers 
fhould be fent, if thofe that now are there fhould prove defective. I am 
likewife to acquaint you, that I fhall by his majefty’s commands and directions 
fend to his minifters at the Hague to ufe their utmoft endeavours, that the 
ftates do fign .the treaty with the emperor, at the fame time they fhall fign • 
that with France. Such a proceeding will be very agreeable to the refolution 
formerly taken by the ftates of carrying on the two negotiations jointly, and 
is abfolutely neceflary on his majefty’s fide to prevent the umbrages which 
the court of Vienna might otherwife take with juftice. The neceffity his 
majefty apprehends himfelf to be under to keep thofe meafures with the 
emperor is another ftrong motive for our concluding with France; fince 
it would bevery imprudent to fuffer the removal of the pretender, and fixing 
the regent, by this treaty, to be delay’d fo long as ’ds poffible they , might, by 
the difficulty’s which may be railed during the negociations for thefe two 
treaty’s in fuch a government as Holland. , 

SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Hanoverian minifters prefs the immediate Jignature of the treaty with France — 
hopes the Dutch will not take it amifs.—Ruffian affairs begin to wear a better 
afpett. 

MY LORD, Hanover, O&ober 9,-1716. 

J Heartily congratulate with your lordfhip upon the happy conclufion of our Townfhend 
French treaty, which with your lordfhip I do hope will turn very much to Papers, 
the glory and advantage of his majefty, and the quiet and fecurity of his king- Private' 
doms. Had it been lefs advantagious than I think it really is, the fituation 
of affairs in the north made it abfolutely neceflary to clofe with France; and 
fuch was the impatience of fome people, who till within thefe three weeks 
were utterly averfe to this whole negotiation, and ufed all poffible induftry to 
defeat it, that I aflure you I have had much ado for this fortnight laft paft 
to withftand the importunity of Monfieur Berenfdorf and others who prefied 

me 
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.Period n. me to frame an article here with the abbe touching Mardyke, and to fend 
1714101720. w j t ^ i t to t h e Hague, with orders to Mr. Walpole to fign it: fo.appre- 
1716. henfive were they of your delays in England. I did refolutely withftand 
this: but fince your agreement about Mardyke is come, I.have by repeated 
orders from the king, and very earned follicitations from Mr. Berenfdorf 
been forced to give it the difpatch which you will fee in my letter* to 
Mr. Methuen. Upon the whole matter I think the Dutch would be to blame 
if they Ihould take it amifs, efpecially fince the penfionary himfelf expreffed 
his apprehenfions to Mr. Walpole of the northern difturbances. , 

Inclofed I fend your lordlhip copies of the letters which have paffed fince 
this fracas between fir John Norris and me; your lordlhip will eafily con¬ 
ceive what a time I have had; you may perhaps imagine I have been too 
forward in what I have writ to him, but I can affure your lordlhip it was 
not thought fo here. I have however the comfort to hope,- and our way 
of proceeding hath certainly determined the czar to imbark his troops, as you 
will find he has done by the lad letter of fir John Norris: but we are yet far 
from being at a certainty what courfe he will fleer. What did increafe our 
tmeafinefs was an advice we received that a minider was difpatched privately 
from the czar to France; but now that the Mufcovites are on fhip-board 
we do hope they will all go at lead as far as Poland. As foon as ever this 
crifis is over, fir John Norris will be at liberty; and I lhall repeat the orders 
already fent him, to have a watchfull eye upon the Swedilh ports. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 

Exprejfes his furprize and diJfatisfaBion at the conduB of the minijlers at 
Hanover , and cenfures their alarm and precipitation—requires lord Townf- 
hend’s opinion how to aB in this critical junBure. 

DEAR SIR, Hague, O&ober 10, 17164 

Towcfliend J Am infinitely obliged to you for your favour of the 25th pad; and I dont 
Papers. doubt, but the letters.which the melfenger car’rys on this occafion from 
■Hannover to England, will bring you an account of the great confufion the 
affairs of the north are at prefent in; and how extreamly frightened our 
miniders at Hannover are; and indeed with very good reafon. But I could 
wilh they would not propofe things which feem to be impraGticable, or if put 

* The preceding letter* 


in 
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rn execution would rather increafe, than remedy the mifchiefs we apprehend. Period II. 
If we are to change our meafures here with foe much precipitation on every ! 7I 4 t0 ^ 720 , * 
alarm, we fhall expofe our weaknefs; and I muft own,, I fhall grow diftra&ed • 1716. 
as to my behaviour. I fhall endeavour to keep up my fpirits as well as I 
can, and by fteadily purfuing what feems to me to be folidly right, I hope to 
gett thro’ thefe troubles that at prefent embarafs people’s minds. If we are 
to have a confidence with France, will it not be neceffary to concert with the 
regent and the ftates the belt meafures for quieting the troubles of the north ; 
and to check the growing power, and encroaching temper of the czar ? 

I don’t doubt but the ftates would be glad to concert with us a proper plan 
for thefe purpofes; and I believe confidering the prefent fituation of affairs; 
and the relation, that the king has to the bufinefs of the north, and his 
engagements as ele&or; the ftates muft firft begin to open the way for 
pacifying thefe troubles. You will pardon the trouble of thefe undigefted 
thoughts, and lett us know as foon as you can lord Townfhend’s opinion 
upon this criticall conjuncture. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

ObjeBs to Jign the feparate treaty between England and France xoith the abbe dw 
Bois, as incompatible with his honour , and contrary to the folemn ajfurances 
given to the States that noJeparate treaty Jhould be concluded without them*. 
—Requejls permijfion to return to England. 


MY LORD, 


Hague, O&ober 14, 1716* 


"YOUR lordfhip has inclofed a private pacquet of papers from Mr. fecre- Townfliend 
tary Stanhope which he left open for my particular perufal. I am ex- ^ a P ers * 
treamly obliged to him for the confidence he fhews me thereby,, but I am Private. 
under the greateft concern imaginable for the ftep he has taken with the abbe 
du Bois. Were it not done by his majefty’s direftions, I would venture to 
fay to your lordfhip alone, that I think it muft be extreamely prejudicial to- 
the king’s intereft, and I am aft'raid muft end with a great deal of confufion- 
and uneafinefs between us and the States. Your lordfhip will, without doubt,, 
fee a full account of this proceeding in Mr. Stanhope’s letter to Mr. fecre-. 
tary Methuen; and therefore I fhall not,enter into the detail of it. As foon- 
as my lord Cadogan and I had open’d the difpatch to us relating to this mat¬ 
ter, and feen tlie contents of it, his lordfhip immediately declared he had no 
full powers that would enable him to fign with the abbe du Bois; of which 

your 
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your lordfhip eafily underftands the meaning; • and as for myfelf I really am of 
opinion that the full powers I .have, do not fufficiently authorize me to fign 
feparately with the abbe; they being calculated for negociating and conclud¬ 
ing an alliance between England, France and Holland jointly, which I Ihall 
■certainly let the abbe know upon his arrival here, and -his requiring me to 
finifh this matter with him. But as I find by Mr. fecretary Stanhope’s letter 
to lord Cadogan and me, that it is expefited we fhould have full powers dis¬ 
patched anew for this purpofe in cafe we are not fufficiently authorized, I 
muft have recourfe to your lordlhip’s friendlhip and known affeftion towards 
me to defire, that you will entirely get me out of this bufinefs; and that if there 
is no poffible remedy againft a feparate conclufion of the treaty with the abbe, 
I may not be the perfon employed in it, which I think in refpecl to myfelf, 
will be the moft ignominious part that can be acled ; after having, repeated fo 
many folemn declarations to the States, that nothing of this nature fhould be 
done or finally concluded without them, which! I renewed in conference with 
the deputies y-efterday in a moft authentick and pofitive manner. And there¬ 
fore I muft beg your lordfhip, that if I have any merit as a faithfull minifter, 
or any place in your affeHion as a brother; you will find out fome means to 
prevent my afting a part, that I think, will be infinitely prejudicial to his ma- 
jefty’s affairs, and infamous to the greateft degree in myfelf, and I fhall con¬ 
tentedly retire without the profpeQ; of any bufinefs or reward for the future; 
and amongft the many obligations I have to your lordfhip, I fhall ever think 
this the greateft. My lord Cadogan being here ambaffador in form, I think, 
ftriclly {peaking, I have nothing to do here. I therefore hope your lord- 
ftiip will make ufe of this hint, or any other means to deliver me from this 
unfortunate fituation; for I can never bring myfelf to fign the treaty in the 
•manner propofed. 

Since having wrote thus far, I have been again with my lord Cadogan, and 
found him very ready to do any thing, on account of a letter which he read to 
me from monfieur Robethon, in which that gentleman tells him that it is his 
majefty s intention his lordfhip fhould facilitate the conc{ufion of this matter 
as foon as poffible, and therefore it is expected from him. I have likewife 
finoe privately and feparately feen monfieur Slingelandt and the penfionary; 
and upon telling the firft what has been done at Hanover, he plainly declared 
to me, that we have given the fatal ftroke to the right fyftem of affairs in Eu¬ 
rope; that he did not fee what good could enfue, or danger be removed by it, 
at leaft fufficient to compenfate the evils that he apprehends will .follow; that 

this 
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this precipitated and feparate ftep without the States, while they have made no Period II. 

alliance with the emperor, and are in no way of coming to a good agreement ^ 1 4 WI 7 2 °; 

upon the unexecuted point of the barrier, will deftroy the confidence be- 1716. 

tween hig majefty and them, and create fuch a confufion, diftra&ion and 

jealoufy among one another, that he did not know what recourfe they might 

have, or whofe hands they might fling themfelves into. And as to the penfion- 

ary*, it was melancholy to behold the agony and confirmation into which * Heinfius. 

this news caft him and he afked me what he fhould fay, when fome people in 

the States would charge him and his friends with having been the dupes in 

this whole affair? In fhort, my lord, he had not then time to talk more fully 

with me; but it is impoffible to exprefs the uneafinefs I left him in. My lord 

Cadogan and I are to have a conference with him this afternoon, of which we 

fit all fend you the refult, by a joint letter. And, it is likely we mull defire full 

powers for figning with the abbe. But as inflruments of that nature generally 

contain a claufe for the plenipotentiaries to aft feparately or jointly, my name 

may be inferted in the commiffion; and I, notwithftanding that, and without 

prejudice to his majefty’s fervice, may make ufe of fuch means as your 

lordfhip and my brother Walpole fhall think proper to afford me of returning 

into England, without my figning with the abbe du Bois, in cafe we fhould be 

obliged to do it before the States are ready, which, for my part, I never can in 

honour and confcience agree to do; thoM fhould have been extremely proud 

to have put the laft hand to this treaty, could it have been done upon a right 

foot. 

16 O Sober. We detained the Meffenger untill we could know the fenti- 
ments of our friends upon the direftions fent us by Mr. Stanhope, and your 
lordfhip will fee them at large in our joint difpatch. Is it therefore impoffi¬ 
ble that their unanfwerable arguments, the contrary winds, the ufual delays in 
paffing powers under the great feal, or fome other excufes that may be proper 
to be made to the abbe, fhould prevent our figning with him before the States 
are ready? If it is impoffible, I am extremely forry for it, but I can never 
confent to fet my hand to that feparate aft, after having plighted my honour, 
my faith, and my confcience that nothing of this kind fhould be done. I mull 
therefore, repeat my inftances to your lordfhip to get me out of this af¬ 
fair, and for that purpofe I have writ you : the inclofed letter for defiring 
his royal highneffe’s leave to return home, to which I hope you will be able 
to fend me a favourable anfwer by the firft opportunity, that I may accord- 

vol. IX. part 11. . p ingly 
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Period II. ingly make ufe of it to get away, in cafe it is impoffible for me by any other 
714 01720 . wa ^ tQ avo jg £g n jng -with the abbe alone, 'without difobeying his majefty’s 
1716. commands, which as I fhould look upon it to be the greateft misfortune that 
can befall me, fo I depend upon your lordfhip’s kindnefs to fecure me from it 
by the method I now propofe, or any other you fhall think fit ; I am with 
the greateft refpeft and affe&ion. 

Your Iordfhip will pardon the haft and confufion of this letter. I fhall 
likewife in confidence defire Mr. fecretary Stanhope to afk the king’s leave for 
my returning home on account of my health. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD TOWJTSHEND. 

Defires lord Townjhend to obtain from the prince of Wales his permiffion to re¬ 
turn to England on account of his ill health. 

MY I|OR 0 , ' Hague, Oftober 16, 1716. 

Townfliend J Have been conftantly troubled with fuch an ill ftate of health ever fince I 
P a P ers * came into this country, that I fhould fome time ago have defired his royal 
highnefs’s permiffion to return into England for my recovery; but that I 
was willing to undergoe any inconveniency rather than make the leaft ftep by 
which I might feem to neglefl. his majefty’s fervice, while there was no other 
minifter here. But now my lord Cadogan on account of whofe abfence L 
was fent hither is returned to his ftation; I muft entreat your Iordfhip to re- 
prefent my cafe to his royal highnefs, that I may obtain his gracious leave 
to. goe immediately home for my releife againft the violent returns of the 
cholick which I am daily more tormented with. I am with the greateft re- 
lpe6t imaginable. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Js concerned that he is commanded to fign the treaty with France feparately* 
from the States , after the folemn ajfurances he has given> and exprejfes his 
refolution not to fgn. 

DEAR SIR; ■ Hague, Qftober 17, 1716. 

Harrington J Return you many thanks for the confidence of your private pajckets to 
, Papers ‘ lord Townfhend contained in your particular letter to me of the gth in- 
jPrivate. ftant; and I am concerned to fee by it the dangers you apprehend from the 
fudden and extraordinary conduQ; of the czar; but ftill more, j.hat thofe ap- 

prehen- 
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prehenfions fhould have preffed his majefty fo far as to engage you to come p er - 10( j 
to an agreement with the abbe du Bois, that my lord Cadogan and I fhould 1714^1720. 
fign with him feparately from the States as foon as he arrives here. You will g 
find by our difpatch, that we have not fufficient powers for that purpofe. I 
fhall not enter at prefent into the reafons pro and con relating to this matter, 
which in my opinion may prove a very fatall blow to the intereft of England, 
and no real advantage to his majefty’s affairs even in the north; at leaft not 
fufficient to balance the inconveniencys of abandoning and difobliging the 
States for ever. While the Imperial minifters are at the fame time outrageous, 
and ffiew no manner of difpofition either to fettle the unexpected points of the 
barrier, or enter into an alliance with the Hates, fo that in a lhort time we 
fhall fee the utmoft confufion in the Low-Countrys, which I am afraid this 
precipitated confidence in France will hardly remedy. 

You know that it is my real opinion to conclude this alliance with France ; 
and I do in my confcience think, the doing it in a proper manner with a joint 
concert and concurrence of our old and fure friends is the moll advantageous 
thing to Great Britain that was ever yet compaffed; and the nation has infi¬ 
nite obligations to you in having fucceeded fo well in tire negotiation with the 
abbe. But when I faid that, I muff own I am in the greateft agony on ac¬ 
count of the laft ftep; and particularly in relation to the part that I have 
a Sled: having plighted to the States my faith, my honour, and my confcience 
in his inajefty’s name, that nothing of this nature fhould be done, and if I 
fhould afterwards fign with the abbe in violation of thefe facred and folemn 
affurances, which I repeated but laft Tuefday in a conference, I fhould never 
he able to ffiew my ignominious head here again. And therefore I plainly fee 
that this bufinefs in which I thought I fhould have had fome ffiare of credit, 
will end in my ruin: becaufe, altho’ I fhall ever think it the laft misfortune to 
difobey fo good and gracious a fovereign; yet I muft freely confefs I had ra¬ 
ther ftarve, nay dye, than doe a thing that gives fuch a terrible wound to my 
honour and my confcience, and will make me for ever incapable of ferving 
the king any more, efpecially in this place, where I have at prefent fome lit¬ 
tle credit and intereft. 

If therefore notwithftanding all that the penfionary and our friends here 
reprefented, and the fentiments of the minifters in England (who I believe 
by this time you will have found of a different opinion with you) it is his 
majefty’s command, that the agreement you have made with the abbe fhould 
be executed, I muft have recourfe to your friendffiip to gett me out of this 

p a , matter 
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matter without pulhing me to the extremity of rot complying with the king*'® 
orders, fhould we receive fucb powers from England for that purpofe. I have 
therefore wrote the enclofed letter to defire the king’s leave to return home 
for my health, which I leave to your difcretion to lay before the king, or to- 
ufe any other friendly way to deliver me from this violent fituation. I have 
wrote to the fame effefl to lord Townfhend, and I fhall only add, that my 
cafe is particular; and my not figning can be no prejudice to the king’s af¬ 
fairs. For lord Cadogan is readily difpofed by a letter he has received from 
M. Robethon to execute what you delire; being fenfible that he has never- 
made the proteftations I have made to the States, nor is by no means, as to¬ 
ll is own particular, under thefe facred tyes and engagements that I have bound 
myfelf with to them. I mull therefore earneftly intreat, that if you have the 
leak kindnefs for me, to give me your afliltance in this matter (for I can never 
confent to doe what is required) and I fhall look upon it as the greatefl 
obligation to him, that is with the greateft friendlhip and affection, and fhaH 
ever be, dear fir, yours, &c. 

P. S. The abbe du Bois arrived here Tall night, and would by all means, 
fee me, altho’ it was 12 o’clock before I came home. I talked alone with 
him in great confidence, and let him know that nay powers were not fufficient, 
but that we have writt for others. For God’s fake give me (I defire you. 
once more) this mark of your friendlhip, as to prevent me from difobliging 
the bell of kings and mailers, if poffible. Suppoling inllead of Ihewing the 
inclofed letter for my leave to return to England, you obtained his majefty’s. 
confent for me to go to Hanover, to give him a Hate of affairs here relating 
to this treaty, and the conduQ of the Imperial minillers. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Orford 

Papers, 


The king dxprejfes liimfelf diffatisfed with. Walpole, that he has not fettled the 
Jtims for the payment of the German troops.?—Stanhope endeav.ours to juftifyy 
Robethon. And to Jhew the propriety of counteraBdng the views of the czar %l 
who feems inclined to obtain pojfeffion of Mecklenburgh.. 


MY LORD* 


Goehre* O&ober 1716. 


~Y' 9 P: will.fee by my other letters the Hate of things here,- alL endeavours 
have been ufedwith Pruffia, but hitherto to no purpofe. Mr. Bernflorf 
faid to - day to one who told it me,„ that if the king, were now in England the 
exigency of affairs here would make -it neceffary for him to come over hither. 


I muff 


Private* 
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I muft obferve to you that as the king is now to make ufe of the troops of period 
Munlter and Saxe Gotha, he told me with fome warmth that he has hitherto , 7 I 4 toI i 
been obliged to pay them himfelf, notwithftanding what had been promifed 
him in England, and- that he had contrafled for them at the requeft of his 
council. I mull therefore beg of you to prefs Mr. Walpole to have that 
matter fettled. I have more reafonto prefs this than I care to fay to you, but 
I fear fome people do ill offices to Walpole. I am about getting a man fent 
to Sweden; there is reafon to believe that the duke of Mecklenburg has figned 
a treaty with the czar to give up his country to him in exchange for Livonia 
and other trafls of country that way. Wilhmar which is the ftrongeft town and 
belt fortified in Germanyds at prefent garrifoned by fix battalions, two of the 
king’s, two Danes, and two Pruffians. ’Tis probable the czar will imme¬ 
diately iriveft that place, and God knows how far we may depend upon either 
of the auxiliary prefidarys; fuch is. the ftupidity and knavery of both thofe 
courts. 

As for Robethon you know he is naturally impertinent and bufying him¬ 
felf, but at prefent the man does not certainly mean ill, and tho’ he did, I do 
not think it would be proper to complain to the king of him at this time. I 
will endeavour to give him fome advice, and ffiall, I believe, prevent his doing 
any hurt. 

The fale of land in St. Chriftopher’s or any method of helping in this ex¬ 
igency will be moft acceptable. I believe it may not be impoffible even to 
put this northern bufinefs in fuch a light as may induce the parliament not to 
look upon it with indifference. If I miftake not Cromwell, who underftood 
very well the intereft of England with refpefl to foreign powers, fitted out 
more than one fleet to the Baltick, with no other view than to fecure, that in 
the treaties of peace to be made betwixt thefe northern potentates a freedom of 
trade to the Baltick fhould be preferved to all nations. He frequently offered 
confiderable fumms of money to the king of Sweden for Bremen. The Dutch 
have likewife heretofore thought themfelves very much concerned that a ba¬ 
lance of power ffiould be maintained in thofe feas; I think therefore no time 
fhould be loft in trying to concert fome meafures with them. 'Tis certain 
that if the czar be lett alone three years, he will be abfolute matter there. . 


no 
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JhwiJzo. HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

'' Requefts him to obtain permijion from the king that he may return to England, 
and avoid figning the treaty with France feparately from the States , after the 
folemn affurances he has given that no fuch defgn was in agitation . 

DEAR SIR, Hague, Oftober 20, 1716. 

Harrington Y ou wil1 fee b y the letters meffenger brings you from England the 
Fa P ers - fentiments of your friends upon his majefty’s intentions that we fhould 


Private. Ggn the treaty with the abbe without the ftates, notwithftanding which it being 
poffible on account of the agreement you have fign’d with that minifter, that 
the king’s orders may be renewed to us on that head, I muft earneftly repeat 
my inftances to you, that you will ufe your utmoft credit and intereft with his 
majelty to give me leave to return immediately into England, that I may have 
fome pretext for not doing, what noe conlideration whatfoever can difpofe me 
to after the folemn engagements I am under both publickly and privately to the 
States and their minifters here, that nothing of this kind fhould be done; and I 
have by that means and upon that condition kept them from embroyling your 
negotiation at Hannover. I doe not pretend to make myfelfe a judge of his 
majefty’s reafons for what you have done, and I fliould have thought myfelf 
obliged in duty to obey them without the ieaft hefitation, were I not under thefe 
unfortunate circumftances of facrificing by fuch an aft my honour and every 
thing that I think is realy valuable. My lord Cadogan is fenlible that his cafe 
Is not the fame with mine, and therefore, if his majefty perfifts in his refo- 
lution I dare fay he will be ready to fubmit to his royall pleafure; and as all 
full powers to two minifters contain a claufe for their afting joyntly or fepa¬ 
rately, his majefty’s commands may be executed without my concurring in it, 
which I can never doe. For I lhall look upon it no better than declaring my¬ 
felf a villain under my own hand; and I lhall therefore be forever obliged to 
you if you can gCtt me fafely out of this bufinefs. I hope I have had the hap- 
pinefs of living fo long fo well with you, that I may expeft the favour to fave 
me if poffible from his majefty’s difpleafure; but I am refolved at all hazards 
to preferve that which no human power can take from me;, I am with the 
greaieft refpeft and affeftion, &c. 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 

1 . . 3 

Expreffes his earnejl hope that permijfon of returning to England may he K 

granted) as the only means of honourably getting out of his prefent dilemma ; 
and pofitively declares that he will facrifice his fortune and even life > rather 
than fgn the feparate treaty with France.—Cenfures the meafures in regard 
to Mecklenburgh. 


Period IF. 
1714101720. 


DEAR SIR, Hague, O&ober 20, 1716* 

YOU will perhaps have feen by my private letter of laft poft to lord Townlhend 
Townfhend the diftraftion I am in on account of the orders we have re- 
ceived from Hannover to fxgn with the abbe du Eois as loon as we have 
fufficient powers to doe it, and I’m afraid that notwithftanding his royal 
highnefs’s and the opinion of the miniftry in England, the agreement Mr. 

Stanhope has made with the abbe will difpofe the king to renew his orders to 
us to execute his commands. I therefore hope I fhall by the firft poft, or at 
leaft as foon as the full powers come from England, receive the prince’s 
gracious permiffion to return home purfuant to a letter I wrote to lord 
Townfhend for that purpofe; that I may have a pretext to gett out of this 
violent dilemma, either of difobliging the king, or of affing a part that I realy 
think will render me infamous for ever; and as my not figning can be no 
prejudice to his majefty’s affairs, fince my lord Cadogan will be fufficiently 
authorifed, and is not in my unfortunate circumftances, having never made 
the proteftations I have done both publickly and in private. I hope a 
favourable interpretation will be put upon my a&ions, and that my lord 
Townfhend will, if no other way can gett me home, open the matter in the 
molt tender manner to the prince for his indulgence ; for I muft ingenuoufly 
confefs to you that no confideratiou whatfoever can make me comply. I will 
willingly give up my prefent and all future advantages ; I will lay my patent 
of reverfion in the Weft Indies, nay, even my life at his majefty’s feet fooner 
than be guilty of an a&ion which in me would be fuch a one as I cannot 
name. I have wrote again to Mr. fecretary Stanhope to the fame purpofe, 
and have earneftly defired his and lord Sunderland’s favour and protection 
to obtain the king’s leave for my going home. Lord Cadogan is fo fenfible 
of the hardfhip I am under on this occafion, that he has wrote to lord 
Sunderland in the hanfomeft manner in my favour, for which I fhall ever 
think myfelf obliged to him. My humble refpefts to lord Townfhend, with 
my repeated i’nftances to him to give me this laft mark of his affeftion by 

fending 
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Period II. fending for me home. I am under fo great a concern, untill the fate of this 
V 14w l 720 ;matter is over, that it is impoffible for me to think of any thing elfe, foe that 
1716. I mull acknowledge by you the favour of his lordlhip’s letter of the 5th 
inft. O. S. and fend by you my affeftionate congratulations to his lordfhip 
upon my filler’s being fo happily deliver’d of a foil. I am, with the greatell 
fincerity, See. 

P. S. O Sober 21. Lord Cadogan and I having been in conference 
yefterday with the Imperial minifters from fix in the afternoon till twelve at 
night, had not time to difpatch our letters till this morning, when a melfenger 
arrived from Hannover with repeated orders to us to fign with the abbe, and 
the only reafon that I find for it is, leaft the czar Ihould become mailer of 
the nobility of Meclclenbourgh. I can’t for my life fee the connection between 
our immediate figning and that affair, or why the whole fyltem of affairs in 
Europe, efpecially in relation to the intereft of England, mull be entirely 
fubverted on account of Mecklenbourgh. God knows what will be the con- 
fequence of fuch politicks; but I lay that afide; being fenfible that it is not 
for me to judge of his majefty’s reafons for thefe proceedings; and that I 
am in duty bound to execute his commands, which I would readily doe, were 
I not under fuch folemn engagements to the contrary in this cafe, that my 
honour and confcience can never difpenfe with. 

STEPHEN POYNTZ TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

The prince of Wales and lord Townfhend acknowledge the inconvenience of 
figning the feparate treaty with France without the States, yet the prince 
cannot venture to grant permiffion to return .— Lord Townjhend hopes that 
the necejfary delays in preparing and forwarding the full powers will enable 
the States to fign at the fame time.—ObjeBs to his removing from the Hague, 
but thinks that he may find excvfes for not figning. 

SIR, Hampton Court, Q&ober 9—20, 1716* 

Walpole M Y lord Townlhend being very bufy has commanded me to acknowledge 
Papers. your p r i vate letters of the 14th and 16th O Sober. You will have feen 

by his lordlhip’s late difpatches, that the prince as well as he is entirely of 
your opinion as to the inconveniencys that are to be apprehended from 
figning this treaty feperately; and his lordfhip owns, if it were his own cafe, he 
ihould be under pretty much the fame difficulties as you, but he thinks you 
cannot well decline the king’s pofitive commands, at leaft no relief is to be 

obtained 
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obtained againft them from hence, neither does it depend on his royal high- 
nefs to permit you to come over for the recovery of your health. But | 
confidering that the neceflary forms of preparing the inftrument of your full 
powers, cannot be got over till Friday or Saturday next, after which the 
winds may detain it on this fide the water for fome days longer, his lordfhip 
hopes that you will not be putt under the difficulty you apprehend, but on 
the contrary that the preffing inftances of the king,, as they owe their rife to 
the exigency of the northern affairs, and not to any defign of flighting the 
States, will have the good effe£t to bear down the tedious formalities of their 
government, and to bring the States to fign at the fame time with lord 
Cadogan and you. The full powers will run conjunBim vel feperatim , fo that 
if you think it abfolutely neceflary to decline figning, you may find excufes 
without removing from the Hague, which would make too'much eclat, and 
might do you great diflervice with his majefty as well as fome with the prince, 
whofe good graces you certainly pofl'efs at prefent. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Sends intercepted correfpondence from count Gyllenburg, proving the intentions 
of the king of Sweden to invade England. — Regrets' that the king will not 
attempt to procure the fadtholderfhip for hinfelf. 

SIR, Hampton Court, Friday, O&ober 12—23, 1716. 

J Am very glad to fee by yours of the i2th“ inftant, N. S. that the abbe du 
Bois received fo well the infinuations you made him in relation to the 
affairs of the north. 

You will find the inclofed letters v'ery curious; that from count Gyllen¬ 
burg to baron Gortz is decyphered, but there has not been time enough to 
gett the baron’s anfwer decyphered here; our man fays it is a new cypher, 
and if you can gett it decyphered, I beg you would fend me a copy of it. 
You will fee in count Gyllenberg’s letter, his notions of the regent and of 
the part he is likely to take in the affairs of the north; what he fays of the 
king’s being to make France for the future of the fame ufe with regard 
to the empire, that Sweden has been ever fince the treaty of Munfter, is fo 
ridiculous that nothing but his palfion and his malice to the king could make 
him fuggeft fuch nonfenfe. The latter part of his letter confirms all we have 
ever fufpeQied as to his correfponding with the difaffedted here, and his faying 
vol. 11. part 11. j> ■ that 
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Period H. that money will not be wanting to compleat his fcheme, fhews plainly that he 
1714:01720 . ^ as ^ ^ ] ar g e offers from the party, and that they are determined to try once 
1716. more their fortune if the king of Sweden will aflift them with troops. Count 
Gyllenberg has paffed molt of this fummer with Cefar, a creature of lord 
Oxford’s, in Hertfordfhire. How far the king of Sweden will engage in 
thefe fchemes time only can difcover; but the weak and low condition to 
which the Danes are reduced, and the prefent views and behaviour of the 
czar may, for ought I know, make him think that he has now an opportunity 
of indulging what feems to be his darling paffion, revenge upon the king; and 
for my own part I muff freely own to you, that I think the unfortunate turn, 
the northern affairs have taken, has putt the king under fome difficulties at 
home, as well as very great ones abroad. For the czar’s behaviour has made 
all meafures which might have been taken towards farther reducing the king 
of Sweden dangerous and almoft impraHicable; fo that the king will be 
obliged to guard equally againft the views of both, which cannot in my poor 
opinion be done, but by making fuch an augmentation of his troops in 
Germany as may lett the czar fee he intends to maintain that authority and 
influence he ought to have in the north. Such a ftep would revive and 
hearten Denmark, and fecure the king of Pruflia (who as I am certainly in¬ 
formed leans to the czar only through fear) and confequently make the king 
once more matter of affairs in tbofe parts, provided fuch precautions are 
taken at the fame time in England as may fhew the king of Sweden that any 
attempt upon this country mutt end in his confufion. 

Mr. Walpole fent me the fame intelligence as he did to you in relation to 
the choice of a ftadtholder, and I am very much concerned to find by your 
letter that his. majefty will not think of procuring that dignity for himfelf. I 
am however of opinion there will as yet be no occafion for his majefty’s 
coming to a pofitive refolution on that head; the beft advices I can get from 
Holland affuring me, that the beft intentioned and leading members of the 
States, and even fome who are thought to favour in general the office of 
ftadtholder, do not think this a remedy proper to be propofed at this time, 
but on the contrary have drawn up a plan by which they hope more effectually 
to obviate the diforders and confufions they now labour under, -than they 
could even by the choice of a ftadtholder at this junfture; fo that were his 
majefty inclined to undertake the procuring that dignity to himfelf, this 
would be by no means a proper opportunity to attempt it j for the States will 

not 
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not, I am perfuaded, be brought to choofe a ftadtholder till their affairs are Period II. 
come to greater extremities, and till they find other fchemes and experiments - t ~, / 
ineffeftuall. 1716. 

My brother Walpole being in Norfolk I cannot fend you his opinion as to 
the poffibility of finding a fumm for this fervice j but the revenue in England 
confifting as you know but of two branches, one of which, the parliamentary 
fubfidies, is wholely appropriated to particular fervices, this matter lyes within 
a very narrow compafs, and I fear whenever any attempt of this kind is to be 
made, the money muft come out of the civil lift. I have already by his 
royal highnefs’s commands fent inftrufitions to Mr. Walpole at the Hague to 
do all he can to hinder the prince of Heffe from being advanced to that 
dignity, and I am perluaded he will find no great difficulty in defeating that 
attempt, lhould that prince’s friends think fitt to try their ftrength, which I 
can fcarce imagine they will at prefent. . 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

jfufifes the conduB of Walpole in not venturing to appropriate any fun, 
for the payment of the German troops.—Exprefjes his concern that both 
himfelf and Walpole-are expofed to evil fuggeflions.-^Mentions their fervices, 
and hints at his refgnation.—Boajls of the good ejfeBs which already refult 
from the alliance with France.—CbjeBs to the profecution of the contejl 
with Ruffa.—Is of opinion that the parliament will never approve it.-— 

Imputes Bothmar’s malicious injinuations to the rage of difappointed 
avarice. 

SIR, Hampton Court, Tuefday, Oftober 16—a7, 1716. 

J Have received the favour of your private letter of the 16th inft. N. S. and Orfbrd and 
am forry to find his majefty lhould have fpoken to you with fome warmth 

concerning the payment of the Munfter and Saxe Gotha troops. My brother --— 

Walpole is at prefent in Norfolk, fo that I cannot fend you his thoughts Fnvate ‘ 
as to the pra&icablenefs of finding fome expedient for paying thofe trobps 
before a parliamentary provifion is made for them ; but being able to charge 
my own memory with the particular circumftances which have hitherto 
hindered that payment, I muft beg leave to give you a ffiort dedufition of that 
matter, leaving it to you to trouble his majefty with as much or as little of it 
as you ffiall think proper. ~ 

q 2 You 
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You muft, I am perfuaded, remember as well as I, that upon the pretender’s 
landing in Scotland., no one imagining he would have engaged in fuch an 
undertaking without foreign affiftance, the parliament gave the king un¬ 
limited power to raii’e what number of men he Ihould think fitt for the de¬ 
fence of the kingdom, and farther the lords of the Cabinet Council, his 
majefty being prefent, did unanimoufly advife and defire him to fecure and 
take into his fervice a body of troops from abroad, and orders were accordingly 
given to the king’s German minifters to hire the troops above-mentioned. 
The precipitate retreat of the pretender having afterwards made it unnecelfary 
for his majefty to encreafe the number of troops within the kingdom was as 
intended, and it being thereupon judged advifeable for his majefty to mention 
to the parliament this inftance of the good ufe made of the trull repofed in 
him, it was thought very inconfiftent after fuch a ftep to retain a body of 
foreign forces in pay; accordingly orders were given for Hopping the con¬ 
ventions with Munfter and Saxe Gotha, in cafe they were not finally con¬ 
cluded. But thofe orders coming too late, it happened that the treaties were 
(according to the report of Meffrs. Bernftorf and Bothmar) aftually figned; 
however we were affured that in confideration of the troops not being made 
ufe of, endeavours Ihould be ufed to gett a new convention, by which part of 
the charge Ihould be mitigated, which convention I am told has fince been 
perfedted. Thefe firft treaties did not come over till late in the feffion, while 
my brother Walpole lay fo ill that his life was defpaired of, and as foon as 
ever he recovered Meffrs.-Bernfdorf and Bothmar and I had a conference 


with him about fettling this affair in order to the laying'the faid treaties before 
the parliament that the neceffary provifion might be made for this fervice. 
But upon perufal of the papers brought us by Meffrs. Bernfdorf and 
Bothmar we found they were only copys of the treaties, and that the originals 
were not fent over. This made it impradlicable to have them laid before the 
houfe of commons, to whom either the original conventions or authentick 
copies attefted by one of the fecretaries of ftate muft always be produced; 
befides which, one of thefe convendons was drawn in fuch loole terms as 
feem’d to imply that if the troops were not demanded within a certain time, 
the agreement- was void, which however Meffrs. Bernfdorf and Bothmar 
affured us was not the intent and meaning of it. For thefe reafons it was 
judged improper to bring this matter before the parliament at that time for 
fear the want of an authentick inftrument, and the loofe wording 0/ the treaty 
Ihould have given a handle for putting a negative on this- demand, and 

thereby 
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thereby have precluded us from ever bringing it into the houfe again; and Period I 
it was agreed to defer moving that matter till the new conventions could be 1 | 7 1 4- t01 7 
finifhed, and authentick a£ts of them be got ready to lay before the parliament, 1716. 
which conventions were not perfefied and fent hither till fince the end of the 
feffion. So that the fooneft this money can be paid in a regular way will be 
fome time after the opening of the next feffion; but if it is the king’s pleafure 
fome extraordinary method ffiould be found out for furnifhing this fummt 
immediately, I own freely to you, were I in Mr. Walpole’s cafe, I ffiould 
expeft his majefty’s commands for laying that matter at leaft before the 
Cabinet Council; it being in my opinion too great a weight for Mr. Walpole 
to take upon himfelf. 

In the mean .time it is a very melancholy refleftion, that our belt endeavours 
for his’ majefty’s fervice are liable to be thus interpreted; and I am forry I 
have this occafion to be confirmed in my opinion, that no fervices which 
Mr. Walpole, or you, or I, can ever render to his majefty, will be fufficient 
to fcreen and fu’pport us againft the falfe and malicious fuggeftions of our 
enemies. The fuccefs with which our endeavours have hitherto been crowned 
is fuch, as it would look like vanity even to mention, and fince the only aim 
of my ambition and the reward of all my labours is now attained by feeing 
his majefty firmly feated in the throne; I can ftruggle no longer againft the 
difficulties which our enemies about the king create, us every day, and ffiall 
therefore moft earneftly beg leave to refign my employment and to retire into 
the country as foon as the king returns, and his majefty may depend upon 
my not behaving myfelf in the manner others have done after quitting his 
fervice. But I fit all, I hope, by the fteadinefs of my conduct, and by doing 
the dutys of a good fubjeft in a private ftation, efface thofe ill impreffions 
which have been given him of me. 

The good effects which already begin to appear from the profpeft of a 
treaty with France will, I hope, convince every body, that I was not miftaken 
in my notions with regard to that alliance; the prefent fituation of his majefty’s 
affairs here being more profperous than the moft fanguine of his fervants 
could have expefted or imagined, and the publick credit is higher than ever 
was known. By which means an opportunity may certainly be taken in par¬ 
liament this winter of reducing all public intereft to 5 per cent, whereby a 
fund will be gained out of the prefent intereft of near 800,000/. per ann. to¬ 
wards finking the debt, which fumm well managed will in a fmall number of 
years clear all we owe j and this may be done without the leaft breach of 

faith. 
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Period II. faith or publick credit, or burthening the people with any new tax, provided 
V ! * t0 _ 1?Z ° * nothing intervenes that may bring a difreputation on his majefty’s adminiftra- 
1716. tion, or that (hall look like engaging the nation in a new war. 

The miferable and diftra&ed condition into which the northern affairs are 
plunged gives the difcontented and enemies of the king’s government hopes, 
that they may be able, to raife fome difturbances in parliament on that head, 
which they flatter themfelves may be managed foas to affeft the king’s affairs 
in general; and indeed I cannot but own their expectations in this particular 
to be better founded and their fchemes more wifely laid than they ufe to be. 
You will fee by the intercepted letters the part count Gillenberg is to take 
in this fcene; Mr. Lechmere and fome other whigs, as I am credibly in¬ 
formed, are to take their fhare; and your humble fervant, and yourfelf, are 
perfonally to fuffer in this attack, tho' God knows we have had no direction in 
all this northern quarrell. However be that as it will, whilft we carry a 
mufket, we muft do our duty without murmur or complaint; and that we may 
do it in the beft manner for the king’s fervice, I muft beg leave to fay a word 
or two to you upon that part of your letter, where you fay you do not think 
it impoffible even to fet this northern bufinefs in fuch a light, as may induce 
the parliament not to look on it with indifference; and you alledge the ex¬ 
pence England was in at Cromwell’s time, in fitting out a fleet for preferving 
the balance of the north. 

I perfeClly agree with you, that England as well as the reft of Europe, ever 
had and always muft have a great intereft in the prefervation of the ballance 
of the north, and yet I cannot help being of opinion, that if the northern 
affairs were brought into parliament by his majefty’s order upon the foot 
they now ftand, his majefty would be fo far from obtaining any afiiftance on 
that head, that there would be great danger from fuch a ftep of ruining his 
credit and influence in both houfes. The arguments for maintaining a 
ballance in the north will be turned againft all that has been doing ever 
fince the fiege of Stralfund; and they will tell us, I fear, that had the intended 
defcent fucceeded in the way, and with the troops defigned for that expedition, 
the balance of the north had been effectually ruined, and the czar made 
mafter of all the trade of the Baltick. And I clo not remember that I ever 
was furnilhed with any other anfwers to what may be faid on this fubjeCt, 
among all the wife reafonings you and I have heard, but that the czar’s fon is 
a mere Mufcovite, and is to ruin all his father has done in a very little while 
after the czar’s death, who to make the fcheme a little more tolerable was 

alfo 
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alfo fuppofed to be in a very Ianguifhing condition. But the fcene being Period II. 
fince a great deal changed, I fuppofe by fupporting the balance of the north, 1 i 71 4 - t0I 7 20 ; 
it is now meant both againft the czar and Sweden; and I doubt very much 1716. 
■whether any fcbeme of that kind can be difplayed in fuch colours as to invite 
the parliament to engage in it # For belides the difficulties our trade muft lye 
under, fhould we a&ually break with the czar, the expence neceffary to 
fupport fuch a fcheme will be an infuperable reafon with the parliament 
never to come into it. The expe&ing therefore any money from the par¬ 
liament towards carrying on that war is a mere delufion, and can end in no¬ 
thing but breaking the king’s friends amongft themfelves, ruining the publick 
credit, and preventing us from getting into a method of paying the nation’s 
debts. Could indeed the States and the regent or court of Vienna be pre¬ 
vailed upon to form in concert with his majefty a plan or projefl of a peace 
for the north, and at the fame time to enter into meafures with his majefty 
to force the contending parties to accept of the terms fo offered, the parliament 
might upon fuch a foundation give fomething towards enabling the king to pay 
his proportion of the expence; but the States have hitherto been fo averfe 
from meddling in thofe affairs, that I fear there is little hopes of their engaging; 
in them at prefent. 

I find all the king’s fervants here are of opinion that the moft we can 
expe£t from the parliament this fefiion is two {hillings in the pound, and the 
malt, which together make one million and a half; with this, allowing for 
10,000 feamen, we may I believe keep near 20,000 land forces, fo that you 
fee upon this foot the utmoft affiftance that is to be expelled from hence as to 
the affairs of the north, is a fquadron of fhips. I am, &c. 

P. S. I am very fure that all thefe malicious infinuations to Walpole’s and 
our prejudice arife from Bothmar, who has every day fome infamous project 
or other on foot to get money; and his difappointments in thefe particulars are 
what he cannot bear, having nothing in his view but railing a vaft eftate to 
himfelf; and therefore he will never be fatisfied till he has got the Miniftry 
and. Treafury into fuch hands as will fatiate his avarice, at the expence of the 
king’s credit, intereft and fervice. 
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Period. II. 
1714 to 1720® 


1716. 


THE EARL OF SXJ 1ST DERLANJ) TO LORD TOWNSHEND* 

Praifes Secretary Stanhope.—The northern affairs fce.m in a letter train .— 
Hints at the good ejfeBs of the king's return. 


MY LORD, Gohre, Oftober 26, N. S. 1716, 

Town&end l^OUR lordfhip will receive by this courier, from Mr. Stanhope, copies of 
Papers. t ^ e Bois’s letters to him, and of the orders the king has fent to 

his miniflers at the Hague; they are the only ones could be given on this 
occafion and which mail bring this affair to a conclufion, either by the figning 
the treaty, or obliging the French to fhew the whole world, that it’s they that 
break, and nott the king. . Mr. Stanhope has manag’d this bufinefs with the 
utmoft pains and dexterity, and has brought it fo far to bear, that which ever 
way it turns the king muft be the gainer. The affairs of the czar, feem to 
take a better turn, which will very much conduce towards that which all 
honeft men wifh, the king’s return to England, which is of fo.vaft importance 
to the being of the king’s government, that whither it be fome weeks fooner, 
or later is of Tmall confideration, to the main thing of his return, though no 
doubt the fooner it is the better. I am-ever, with great truth and refpeflt. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 

States the opinion of the lords of the'council on the lefl means to prevent an in- 
vafiort from Sweden, and to co-operate with the czar.—Mentions the heads of 
hufnefs to be laid before parliament , andfibmits to the king, if he continues 
at Hanover , the propriety of invfling the prince of Wales with difcretionary 
.power.—Horace Walpole appointed by the prince to convey this di[patch for 
the explanation of the points therein fpetifted. 


MY LORD, 


Whitehall, Nov. a, 1716, 


Towtifliend H IS royall highnefs being returned from Hampton Court on Saturday laft, 
Fapers ‘ and feveral of the lords being come to town, Mr. fecretary Methuen 

Draught, and I had by his royal highnefs’s command a meeting on Sunday at the duke 
of Devonfhires with my lord chancellor, the dukes of Devonfiaire and Bolton, 
lord Orford, and lord Parker, to confider, purfuant to the king’s orders, what 
heads of bufinefs might be proper and neceflary to be laid before the parlia¬ 
ment, in order to tranfmitt the fame to his majefty for his approbation. We 
(began by communicating to them the enclofed copies of intercepted corre- 
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fpondence between the Sweedilh ministers, fome pieces of which, that are Period II. 
very materiall, you have not yet Seen; and upon mature confideration of the t0 1 7 2 ° < 
contents of thofe letters, of the prefent difpofition of the king of Sweden, 1716. 
and of the difunion which prevails among the northern allies, the lords were 
all unanimously of opinion, that it is of the utmoft confequence to the fafety 
of the nation, that all poffible precautions Should be taken both at Hanover 
and in England, to put it out of the power of Sweden to execute the defign 
framed by count Gyllenborg and the jacobites. As to what can be done abroad 
towards diverting the SweediShi forces, and finding them full employment in 
their own country, nothing appears to the lords more effeftuall and defireable 
for that purpofe, than clofing with the propofal lately made by the czar, .tranf- 
mitted hither by fir John Norris, and mentioned in your letter of the 31 inft. 
of Oftober, for making a defcent from Finland next fpring, which, efpecially if 
feconded by a defcent on Schonen at the fame time, will in the opinion of the 
lords give the king of Sweden his hands full of bufinefs, and put him out of 
a condition to fpare any forces towards fupporting the caufe of the pretender. 

For which reafon, they think his majeSty will be justified to all mankind, if in , 

order to avert this blow, and to refcue his kingdoms from the vifible danger 
to which at prefent they Stand expofed, he engages immediately to fend into 
the Baltick next year a fquadron of men of war fufficient to cover the pro¬ 
jected defcent from Finland; the Said fquadron being infilled on by the czar 
as a condition neceflary to render that attempt practicable. The lords are 
indeed unanimously of opinion, that confidering the obftinacy and inveteracy 
of the king of Sweden, the poverty and weaknefs of the court of Denmark, 
the treachery and corruption of Pruflia, and the little probability there is of 
any cordiall and effeCtuall aSSiftance from the emperor at this juncture; there 
is Scarce any profpeCt left of the king’s extricating himfelf out of the difficul¬ 
ties into which northern affairs have plunged him, without coming to a better 
understanding with the czar: and Since that princehas already gained fuch footing 
as makes it impoffible for the king at this time, to force him to fuch terms, as 
might perhaps be mod for the intereft and peace of the empire, they are hum¬ 
bly of opinion, that his majefiy’s Service requires, that the czar Should at this 
juncture rather be indulged in fome particulars than irritated to fuch a degree, 
as may tempt him to throw himfelf entirely into the notions and Schemes of the 
, court of Pruffia, and perhaps of that of France. It is therefore their humble 
opinion that all gentle methods Should be employed towards perfuading him 
to pur Sue vigorously his views agamft Sweden, and fuch encouragement given 
vox.. 11. part 11. him 
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Period II. him, as the prefent fituation of his majefty’s affairs here will admitt of, which 
1 714101720. certa j n jy re q U ; re t he fending a fquadron to the Baltick the next year. As to 
1716. the continuing a detachment of the prefent fquadron in thofe feas during the 
winter, his royal highnefs haying referred that propofal to the admiralty, has 
received from them the inclofed report, by which you will fee the lords of the 
admiralty are of opinion, that a detachment wintering in the Baltick will ruin 
the Blips without being of fervice to his majefty’s affairs. 

The lords having confidered in the next place the precautions neceffary to- 
be taken in England upon the prefent profpefft of affairs, are of opinion, that 
the whole force both at fea and land, which is now on foot, fhould for the pre¬ 
fent be kept up. But-the nation isfo fett upon reducing the forces, and upon: 
eafing themfelves of the burthen of taxes,, that it is feared the parliament wilt 
not eafily be brought to continue the whole force now on foot, or to grant 
more than two fhillings in the pound and the malt; and therefore the lords 
defire to receive his majefty’s particular fentiments and direftions on this im¬ 
portant affair, and beg leave to offer it as their humble opinion, that if his 
majefty cannot be here in perfon, it will be abfolutely neceffary for his fer¬ 
vice, that he would be pleafed to give a difcretionary power to his royal high¬ 
nefs, and to thofe who have the honour of ferving his majefty here to conduct 
this matter in parliament in fuch manner, as they fhall think moft proper for 
bringing it to a happy iffue. It being as much impoffible to forefee what may 
arife in either houfe on a queftion of this nature, as it will be to wait his ma¬ 
jefty’s particular inftruftions from Hanover, upon every hidden incident which 
may be thrown in the way to obftrufft his majefty’s fervice. 

The other heads of bufinefs, which the lords had under their deliberation, 
and which they think abfolutely neceffary to be brought before the parliament 
this feflion, were, the putting the public debts in a method of payment, the af- 
ferting and lengthening the fupremaey of the crown over the clergy, and the 
better regulating of the univerfities, lord Oxford’s trial and a general! aft of 
indemnity. As to the putting the public debts in fome method of payment 
they look upon it as neceffary to the very being of the nation; and Mr. 
Walpole has a Scheme to offer for this p.urpofe, which he flatters himfelf will 
give univerfall fatisfa&ion, but he being not yet returned out of the country, 
we could not enter into the detail of that particular. 

The archbifhop has defired, that he and fome of the biShops may have a 
meeting with the lord chancellor and fome other lords to prepare heads of a bill 
for affecting the fupremaey, and for better regulating the clergy and the two 

univer- 
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univerfitys. With refpeft to lord Oxford’s trial, the lords are of opinion, that Period ] 
the charge of high treafon fhould be dropped, it being very certain that there 1 . 7t4t °l 7 
is not fufficient evidence to convift him of that crime, but that he Ihould be 1716. 
pufhed with all poffible vigour upon the point of mifdemeanour, without 
which, it is certain that the belt intentioned of his majefty’s fubjefts will be fo 
broken and difunited, as not to be able to carry on the publick fervice any 
more this parliament. The aft of indemnity, their lordlhips all agree to be 
abfolutely neceffary for quieting and compofing the minds of the nation, and 
they think the propereft time for bringing it in will be towards the clofe of the 
feffion. 

The laft thing their lordlhips had under confideration was, what time it 
would be proper for the parliament to meet to do bufinefs. They humbly 
■conceive that the fooner this can be, the better, and that the utmoft limit to 
which the opening of the feffion can conveniently be defer’d, will be to the 
end of the Chriftmafs holydays; all which they delire may be entirely fub- 
mitted to his majefty’s confideration; and they make bold to repeat it as their 
humble opinion, that in the condufting fo many important affairs through the 
difficulties incident to all popular affemblies, and more particularly increafed 
by the unhappy divifions under which this nation labours, it will be impoffi- 
ble for them to fucceed or even to carry on the feffion without frequent and 
long interruptions, unlefs his majefty thinks proper to truft his royal highnefs 
with a difcretionary power to which they may have recourfe for extricating 
the fervice out of unforefeen difficulties, and for accommodating their con- 
duft from time to time to the feveral variations of circumftances that may 
arife, which can hardly be communicated, much lefs be provided for at a 
diftance. It being thought neceffary to pitch upon fomebody to carry this 
difpatch, who might be able explain any of the points contained in it, his 
royal highnefs has been pleafed to appoint Mr. Horace Walpole, who was 
therefore prefent at the meeting of the lords, that he might by hearing what 
paffed, be enabled to give his majefty the moil exaft information of the fenti- 
suents of his fervants on the prefent ftate of affairs. 
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SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND, 

AJJures him of the king’s attachment.—Seems to cenfure Walpole for not per¬ 
forming his promife made to the king.—Exprejfes himfelf diffatisfied with his- 
own continuance in offce. 

MY LORD, Goehdre> November 6, 1716, 

J Am to acknowledge the honour of your letter of the 12 th and 16th of 
Oftober. I do not yet know whether baron Gortz’s letter will be de- 
cyphered, but if it be, I will not fail to fend you a copy of it. I think there 
is no reafon to doubt from the king of Sweden’s temper, but that he may be 
prevailed upon to undertake any thing. I have laid before his majefty all 
thefe intercepted letters, and have communicated to him good part of the 
contents of both your lordfhip’s of the dates above-mentioned. I think the 
latter of them is come very feafonably;. for the king being upon the point to 
take his final refolution touching his holding the feffion of parliament in perfon 
or not; it hath given me an opportunity to (hew his majefty, that his fervants 
in England did not think it poffible to carry thofe things in parliament, which 
feem abfolutely neceffary, unlefs countenanced and fupported by his prefence. 
I very believe this will determine him to take the refolution we all wi(h, 
and that his prefence will enable us to deal with Mr. Lechmere and his 
followers. It was never imagined, that any fupply fhould be afked of the 
parliament, immediately, on account of the northern affairs: but it will cer¬ 
tainly become the parliament to addrefs the king -to form in concert with 
fuch other powers, as your lordlhip names, fuch alliances, in order to force a 
good peace there, as lhall be judged neceffary, and to promife the parliament’s 
fupport for fuch engagements; otherwife I know not what minifter can make 
a ftep with fafety towards forming any plan. Whether the di(banding forces, 
while thefe matters are pending, will enable the king to treat with advantage,' 
I beg may be confidered. 

Since my laft to your lordlhip, I have had two conferences with general 
Schulemburgh, the king of Sicily’s* minifter, by whom I perceive that his matter 
will think himfelf very happy, if the king can fecure his peace with the emperor 
at the expence of Sicily; fo that we may boldly offer Sicily to the emperor, and 
may, I hope, fecure his-affiftance for thefe northern affairs, which I muft own 
have, in my opinion, fo near a connexion with England, that I think we muft 
look after them. If a fmall part of the money, which will accrue by the re¬ 
duction 
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duQion of intereft,. fhould for one year or two, be employed to fettle things in Period II. 
the north, fo as that neither our trade nor indeed our country fhould have any 1 | 7 14t0I72<: 
attempt to fear from thence j I cannot but think this parliament will very 1716. 
readily come into it, efpecially, after the great things that have been done, and the 
* care they will fee hath been taken to- fecure them againft a war with France,- 
which is the only power that can endanger us or occafion a great expence. 

I have reprefented therefore to the king, the fentiments expreffed in your 
letter on this head, as proceeding from the apprehenfions you were under of 
difficulties, in cafe his majefty fhould not come in perfon to give life and vi¬ 
gour to all his bufinefs. You may imagine I faid nothing of that part of your 
letter where you talked of laying down: for if you knew how thoroughly well 
the king thinks of your lordfhip, and how often he upon all occafions ex-- 
preffes it, I am fure you would not have faid it yourfelf. It is very likely 
that Bothmar may have done ill offices to Mr. Walpole: but the king upon 
that fubjeft tells me, that he fpoke himfelf with Mr. Walpole about it before 
he left England. It is very poffible the king and Mr. Walpole might miftake 
one another. But the king fays, he did apprehend, that Mr. Walpole 
had told him a way would be found to pay that money: he fays he hath in fa£t 
advanced the money. I do therefore beg, that Mr. Walpole and you will 
think of this matter. If it be neceffary that I write a letter to be laid before' 
the cabinet council, let him tell me in what manner he would have me 
write, and I will immediately fend a letter, if he would haver it, and do every 
thing that he and you will let me know of for your fervice. The concern I- 
have for him makes me wifh molt earneflly, that he will find fome way to 
make this matter eafy, which may, and will otherwife, give his enemies an 
opportunity of hurting him. I am fure I have ftaid in this office much longer 
than I would have done, for your fake and his; and whenever we are to go out 
of place, let it not be upon fuch a foot, that the king {hall fay Mr. Walpole 
hath promifed fuch a thing, and that Mr. Walpole fhall lay otherwife. I 
vent my thoughts very freely to you, and will do fo, while I am in bufi¬ 
nefs. You will eafily believe me, when I tell you, that confidering the 
prefent fituation I am in, I do not wifh that may be long, In all ffcates and* 

, conditions I fhall ever be, &c. 
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SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

; Severely cenfures the conduct of lord Town/hend> and accufes him of purpofely 
delaying^ from motives of jealoufy> the fgnature of the treaty with France .—• 
Requejled the king's permiffon to refgn the feals.—Defres lord Towrfiend 
to explain his conduB 9 and to write in French , that the king may read the 
original. 


MY LORD, Goehre, November ir, 1716, 

Hamngton T’AY ette tres furpris par plus d’une raifon d’apprendre par la depeche de my 
.Papers. J ] orc [ Cadogan du 5 me - de Nov. le nouvel incident qui arrete a prefent la figna- 
ture du traite a la Haye, outre l’inquietude que nous peut caufer l'apprehen- 
fion de quelque mauvaife foi du c6te de la France, je vous avoueray que je 
fuis inquiet pour une raifon qui me touche de plus pres. La forme noevelle du 
plein pouvoir, que l’on a envoye a my lord Cadogan me fait croire, que ce n’eft 
pas fans deffein que l’on s’eft ecarte de la route commune, et des formes conftam- 
ment ufitees en dreffant des pleins pouvoirs pour les traites particuliers, que l’on 
a en vue. Dans votre lettre du 28 me - de Sept, ecrite a la verite avant que je 
vous euffe fait part de ma fignature par ordre du roy avec M. l’abbe du Bois 
A few words vous deconfeillez la fignature avec la France * * * * *. Dans 

illegible. cette m g me j ettre vous marquiez que le plein pouvoir qu’avoit M. Walpole 
etoit fuffifant pour l’autorizer a figner. Dans une lettre du 2 d’Oft. vous 
reconnoiffez que les pouvoirs qu’avoit M. Walpole n’eftoient point fuffifants. 
Cette variation, et le delay qui s’eft enfuivi d’envoyer un autre plein pouvoir, 
la conduite de M. Walpole dans cette affaire, l’affe£lation d’eviter dans ce 
nouveau plein pouvoir d’y mettre quoyque ce foit, qui puiffe paroitre 
avoir la moindre relation au traite en queftion, le defaveu qui femble etre 
Jntime dans la lettre de M. Methuen du i6 me> d’OQ:. de ce qu’on a limite 
dans l’article quatrieme du traite, la largeur des vaiffeaux qui feront permis 
d’y faire commerce, le filence que l’on a affe&e de garder dans toutes les 
depeches qui me font venues depuis que je vous avois fait part de ma figna¬ 
ture avec l’abbe du Bois par ordre du roy, fur cette fignature. Tout cela 
enfemble, my lord, je vous avoue, me fait imaginer, que ce que j’ay fait icy 
eft tellement des approuve, que l’on fe dent fur fes gardes pour ne pas faire 
une demarche, qui puiffe m’avouer; et que ce feraa moy feul a repondre de 
ce que j’ay fait par des ordres reiteres du roy, et fur desraifons a mon fens 
tres bien fondees, et tres foutenables contre touts ceux qui y voudront trou— 
ver a redire: ces foub^ons ont fait une telle impreffion fur moy, que je vous 

avoue 
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avoue que j’en ay fait part au roy, et Pay fupplie tres humblement, et tres in- Period II. 
ftamment de me permettre de refigner ma charge, et d’ecrire a M. Methuen 1 7 l 4 t0I 7 2 °« 
pour me venir relever j car je ne croyois pas qu’il convenoit au fervice du 1716, 
roy de refter dans une employ comme celuy que j’ay, fi j’avois fait 
quelque chofe, et cela par ordre du roy, que mes confreres dans le miniftere 
ne jugent point a propos d’approuver. Sa majefte n’a pas juge qu’il fut 
pour fon fervice de m’accorder pour le prefent la grace que je lui avois de- 
mande avec inftance, mais il m’a permis de vous en ecrire pour que le roy 
foit eclairci de ces doubtes. C’eft ce que j’ay l’honneur de faire par celle ey, 
et je vous prie que votre reponfe vienne en Franqois, a fin que le roy life luy 
meme-l’original de votre lettre. Je crois que cette meme methode fera tou- 
jours bonne pour l’avenir, a fin qu’il ne puiffe pas y avoir dans toutes les let— 
tres particulieres, que nous nous ecrirons, du mefentendu. 

THE EARL OF SUNDERLAND TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Exprejfes his diffatisfablion, and mentions the king's rejenlment that the Jignature 
of the treaty with France is delayed.—Cenfures his notions that parliament 
will not be induced to approve an interference in the northern affairs.— 

Apologizes for his freedom. 

MY LORD, Cohre, N'oveniber II, 1716. % 

jyjTY giving your Lordfhip this trouble, is occafioned by Mr. Stanhope’s Townfliendf 
having {hewn me a letter he has writ to you, by the king’s exprefs com- P a P ers * 
mand upon the fubjedl of the French treaty, and the delays in the figning of 
it. Your Lordfhip may remember, that at the beginning of this negotiation 
with France, I was very much againft it, apprehending it was an artifice 
only of the French party in Holland to avoid the treaty with the emperor, 
and to fow difunion among the allies. However, when I left England, I faw 
plainly the torrent was for carrying on the negotiation. I knew no more till 
I came hither of this affair, but what I had from the common news and re¬ 
ports in the Low Countries; and therefore, upon the fame general notion,. 

I . writ my opinion to your Lordfhip in general, flill to the fame effedt, while 
I was at Aix. But upon my arrival there, and Mr. fecretary Stanhope’s 
having acquainted me with the treaty itfelf, and every flep that had been taken 
in it, I was entirely convinced that no negotiation had ever been managed 
with more pains and prudence, nor no treaty ever brought to a conclufion 
more glorious nor more advantageous to the king of England; efpecially^ 

under 
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PeriodII. under the circumftances Europe is like to be in by thefe proceedings of the 
1714101720 .^^ t jj e ^j n g 0 f Pruffia, See. which very probably may make France take a 
1 1716. pretence, from thefe delays, to avoid figning at laft; and, what is worfeyet, is, 
that the occafions of this delay leave it in the power of France to fay it is 
not their fault. 

I am fincerely concerned at any thing that may be prejudicial to the king’s 
fervice, and particularly at any thing that happens, that may not rightly be 
under flood among thofe in his fervice, that always have, and always ought to 
aft cordially together: and that is the fingle reafon why'I fay any thing,upon 
£0 unpleafant a fubjeft. I muft therefore be fo plain as to tell you, that I 
never fav; the king refent any thing fo much, as this affair, in which he 
thinks not only Mr. fecretary Stanhope but himfelf not well ufed; and in¬ 
deed, I think it wants to be explained. 

I muft not omit too acquainting your Lordfhip, that the king is very much 
forprifed at the ftrange notion that feems at prefent to prevail, as if the Par¬ 
liament was not to concern themfelves in any thing that happens in thefe parts 
of the world, which he looks upon not only as expoling him to all kinds of 
affronts, but even to ruin: and indeed this notion is nothing but the old Tory 
one, that England can fubfift by itfelf, whatever becomes of the reft of Europe, 
which has been fo juftly exploded ever fince the revolution. 

• I am very fenfible, that upon many accounts, it might have been more pru¬ 
dent in me, not to have mentioned thefe things; but the king’s fervice, and 
the fupporting of the right intereft, and the union of thofe in his fervice de¬ 
pend fo much upon thefe things being rightly underftood, that I could not 
have anfwered it to myfelf, if I had not troubled you with this letter. You 
will take it, as I am fore it is fincerely meant by him, that is with the greateft 
truth and refpeft, &c. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Stanhope (Nov. 11, 1716.) THE enclofed is a copy of my letter to the king; my 
Townftend heart is fo full with the thoughts of having received this ufage from you, to 
Papers, whom I have always been fo faithful a friend, that you will excufe my not fay¬ 
ing any more at this time. I pray God forgive you; I do. 

P. S« Lord Sunderland will, I am perfuaded, excufe my not anfwering his 
letter. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


139 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 


* 


Jiffies himfelf from the imputation laid to his charge of having purpofely K 
delayed the Jignature of the treaty with France.—Shews that he had ufed all 
pojjible diligence to expedite the full power for lord Cadogan and Mr. Wal¬ 
pole, and that he was not accejfary to the demur of Mr. Walpole in declining 
to fgn the treaty feparately without the Dutch. 

SIRE, Whitehall, cet n—22me» Novembre, 1716. 


Period H* 
17141:01720® 

J 


1716. 


^’EST avec une furprife et une douleur tres fenfible, que je reijeus bier la Harrington 
lettre que votre majefte a bien voulu m’ecrire le 1—12 de ce mois, com- Townfhend 
me auffi en meme terns une lettre de Monf. Stanhope ecrite par ordre ex- Papers, 
pres de votre majefte. 

Je m’etois flate que parmi plufieurs inconvenients que la Franchife avec 
laquelle j’ay toujours agi m’auroit pu attirer, elle m’auroit pour le moins 
procure cet avantage que de m’avoir garanti du foup^on d’etre jamais ca¬ 
pable de me fervir de rufe et d’artifice pour cacher mes fentiments reels, et 
pour eviter par des voyes indire&es, ce a quoi je n’ofois pas m’oppofer ou- 
vertement; mais comme je me trouve aflez malheureux d’etre foup^onne 
d’une pareille baflefle, il me fert de quelque confolation que la preuve qu’on 
- - en 


* The original Englifh draught and the French tranflation of this difpatch, in the hand 
writing of Mr. Poyntz, are in the Townfhend’s papers, the French letter in the hand writing of 
lord Townfhend, 'which was fent to the king, is among the papers of Charles Stanhope, in the 
poffeffion of the earl of Harrington. I have printed it in both languages, as well for its im¬ 
portance, as becaufe there is fome trifling difference in the draught. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

May it plead your Majefty, Nov. 11—22, 1716, 

IT is with the utmod furprife and concern that I received yederday your majedy’s letter of 
the 1—12 indant, together with one from Mr. fecretary Stanhope, written by your majedy’s 
exprefs command. 

I was in hopes the franknefs and opennefs of my temper, might among feveral inconve- 
niencies, at lead have had this one good effeft with refpeft to myfelf, that I might thereby have 
been fecured againd the fufpicion of being likely to have recourfe at any time to artifice and 
evafion, in order to conceal my real! fentiments, or to decline by indirect methods what I had 
not the courage openly to declare againd and oppofe. However, bnce it has been my misfor* 
tune to fail under the fufpicion of fuch a weakness, it is at lead fome comfort to me, that the 
VOU 11* PART 11. S indance 
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en veut dormer a votre majefte eft de telle nature, que le fimple recit des 
faits fuffira pour la convaincre que je fuis entierement innocent du crime 
qu’on veut m’imputer. Votre majefte me fera la juftice de fe fouvenir que 
depuis le premier jour que le regent a donne quelque preuve de la droiture 
de fes intentions a Pegard de cette alliance, en envoyant Pabbe du Bois a la 
Haye, j’ay toujours ete parmi les plus zeles a pouffer et a avancer le traite 
dont il f’agit, et cela meme dans un temps ou j’avois quelque fujet de douter 
fi votre majefte etoit entierement convaincue des raifons qui me portoient 
a croire qu’une telle alliance feroit avantageufe a fes Royaumes. 

Apres que Particle de Mardyke fut renvoye icy les ingenieurs Anglois* 
le miniftre de France, les feigneurs du confeil, et fon alteffe royalle meme me 
rendront la juftice de temoigner avec combien d’ardeur et d’affiduite MonC 
Methuen et moi avons travaille pour amener cette affaire a une prompte et 
une heureufe conclufion. Depuis ce terns la j’ai contre figne moi meme les 
deux ordres de fon alteffe royalle a my lord chancellier pour afficher le grand 
f$eau au pleinpouvoir de my lord Cadogan pour Pauthorifer a figner ce traite 
oil conjointement avec les Hollandois ou feparement; etj’ofe dire avec 
toute la foumiffion poffible qu’ apres tout ce qui s’eft paffe dans cette nego¬ 
tiation je ne m’attendois pas que perfonne au monde m’eut jamais du accufer 
de manque d’empreffement a voir achever ce traite* 

J’avoue 

inftance given, is fuch, that your'majefty upon a fair reprefentation of what has parted, muftbe 
convinced from the fads, themfelves, that I am entirely innocent of the crime infinuated again!! 
me. 

Your majefty will do ipe the juftice to remember, that ever fince the regent firft gave reafon, 
to believe he was fmcere in dertring this alliance, by his fending the abbot du Bois to the Hague* 
I have all along been one of the forwardeft in prefling and folliciting the advancement of this 
treaty, even at a time when I had fome grounds to doubt, whether your majefty entered with 
, equall convidion into the reafons which induced me to reprefent this alliance as moft advan¬ 
tageous for your kingdoms. 

As foon as the article of Mardyk was referr’d hither, the Britifh engineers, the minifter of 
France, the committee of councill, and his royall highnefs the prince himfelf, will all witnefs 
with what earneftnefs and application Mr. Methuen and I laboured to bring this point to a 
happy and fpeedy conclufion. I have fince countersigned two warrants from his royall highnefs 
to my lord chancellour, for caufing the great feal to be appended to lord Cadogan’s full powers, 
by which he is authorised to fign this treaty, either jointly with the F|utch or feparately ; and 
I beg leave to fay, with all fubmiflion, that after all that has patted on this occafion, I never ex* 
peded to be accufed of want of zeal for the perfeding this treaty. I own* that I was under 

m 
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Period IL en veut donner a votre majefte eft de telle nature, que le Ample recit des 
1714^01720. f a i ts {Viffira. pour la convaincre que je fuis entierement innocent du crime 
1716. qu’on veut oPimputer. Votre majefte me fera la juftice de fe fouvenir que 
depuis le premier jour que le regent a donne quelque preuve de la droiture 
de fes intentions a Pegard de cette alliance, en envoyant 1 ’abbe du Bois a la 
Haye, j*ay toujours ete parmi lesplus zeles a pouffer et a avancer le traite 
dont il f’agit, et cela meme dans un temps ou j’avois quelque fujet de douter 
fi votre majefte etoit entierement convaincue des raifons qui me portoient 
a croire qu’une telle alliance feroit avantageufe a fes Royaumes. 

Apres que Particle de Mardyke fut renvoye icy les ingenieurs Anglois* 
le miniftre de France, les feigneurs du confeil, et fon alteffe royal le meme me 
rendront la juftice de temoigner avec combien d’ardeur et d’affiduite Monft 
Methuen et moi avons travaille pour amener cette affaire a une prompte et 
une heureufe conclufion. Depuis ce terns la j’ai contre figne moi meme les 
deux ordres de fon alteffe royalle a my lord chancellier pour afficher le grand 
fqeau au pleinpouvoir de my lord Cadogan pour Pauthorifer a figner ce traite 
611 conjointement avec les Hollandois ou feparement; etj’ofe dire avec 
toute la foumiffion poffible qu’ apres tout ce qui s’eft paffe dans cette nego¬ 
tiation je ne m’attendois pas que perfonne au monde m’eut jamais du accufer 
de manque d’empreffement a voir achever ce traite. 

J’avoue 

in fiance given, is fuch, that your ‘majefiy upon a fair reprefentation of what has pafted, mull be 
convinced from the fads themfelves, that I am entirely innocent of the crime infinuated againft 
me. 

Your majefiy will do me the juftice to remember, that ever iince the regent fir ft gave reafon 
to believe he was fincere in defiring this alliance, by his fending the abbot du Bois to the Hague* 
I have all along been one of the forwardeft in prefiing and folliciting the advancement of this 
treaty, even at a time when I had fome grounds to doubt, whether your majefty entered with. 

, equall convidion into the reafons which induced me to reprefent this alliance as moft advan¬ 
tageous for your kingdoms. 

As foon as the article of Mardyk was referr’d hither, the Britifh engineers, the minifter of 
France, the committee of councill, and his royall highnefs the prince himfelf, will all witnefs 
with what earneftnefs and application Mr. Methuen and I laboured to bring this point to a 
happy and fpeedy conclufion. I have fince counterfigned two warrants from his royall highnefs 
to my lord chancellour, for caufing the great feal to be appended to lord Cadogan’s full powers, 
by which he is authorifed to fign this treaty, either jointly with the Djutch or feparately ; and 
I beg leave to fay, with all fubmifiion, that after all that has paffed on this occafion, I never ex- 
peded to be accufed of want of zeal for the perfeding this treaty, I own, that I was under 

sm 
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J’avoue que je me fuis trompe en croiant que le pleinpouvoir de Monf. Period II. 
Walpole etoit fuffifant pour l’authorifer a figner avec les Francois fepare- V 14101720 ,* 
ment, mais auffitot que je m’appe^eus de mon erreur fans attendre les in- 1716. 
ftruftions ulterieures de votre majefte a cet egard, j’obtins un ordre de fon 
altelfe royalle pour faire dreffer un nouveau pleinpouvoir pour my lord 
Cadogan et Monf. Walpole. Je contre fignai cet ordre du pleinpouvoir 
avec toute la diligence qu’il m’etoit poffible, la cour etant alors a Hampton 
Court, et plufieurs des feigneurs etant a la campagne. 

II eft vray que ce pleinpouvoir a ete con^u en des termes generaux, ren- 
fermants tous les cas particulars, et etant par la (comme ou croyoit icy) mieux 
accorde a toutes les circonftances et evenements imprevus qui pouvoient 
naitre. II eft auffi vrai que des pleinpouvoirs d’une pareille forme ont ete 
accordes, et s’accordant tous les jours a tous les pleinpouvoirs que votre ma¬ 
jefte envoye, ou que fes predeceffeurs ont envoye, en quel que cour que ce 
foit, fans qu’il y foit fait la moindre mention d’aucun traite particulier a faire, 
neant moins quand il a ete queftion de figner quel que traite particulier on 
n’a jamais fait aucune objeftion contre ces pleinpouvoirs comme etant con^us 
en termes trop generaux. Monf. Methuen luy meme fit le traite avec le 
roy de Portugall en vertu d’un pleinpouvoir de cette efpece, et plufieurs au- 
tres ont faite de meme fans qu’on leur ait jamais fufcite l’objeftion faite par 
Pabbe du Bois a cette occafion, et il eft fur que votre majefte pourroit 
par ,un feul afte conftituer la meme perfonne pour negocier avec tous les 

princes 

an errour in thinking Mr. Walpole’s firfl fall powers were fufficient to autliorife him to fign with 
France feparately ; but as foon as ever I was fenfible of this miftake, without expelling your 
majefty’s particular commands, 1 immediately obtained a warrant from his royal highnefs for 
a new full power to lord Cadogan and Mr, Walpole jointly, which warrant I counterfigned, 
and gott the full powers paffied through the feveral forms, and difpatched to Holland with as 
much expedition, as was at that time poffible-; the court being at Hampton Court, and moft of 
the lords out of town. 

This full power was, it is true, conceived in generall terms, including all particulars, and 
confequently (as was thought here) the better fitted to fuit all unforefeen circumftances that 
might arife. And it is no lefs true, that full powers in the fame generall form have ever been, 
and are daily given to all the plenipotentiarys, whom your majefiy or your predecefiors have 
lent into foreign courts. Mr. Methuen himfelf, concluded the treaty of Portugal, in virtue of 
fuch a full power, and feveral others have done the like, without any one’s making the ob- 
jedioft now llarted by the abbe du Bois; and it is certain, that your majefty might, by one 
iingle full power, authorife one and the fame per fon to negociate with all the princes in Europe* 

5 2 My 
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princes en Europe. Les lettres de my lord Cadogan montrent, qu’il eft de 
ce fentiment, comme il paroit par les paroles fuivantes dans fa lettre a moi du 
lyme. de ce mois N. S. (Dimanche au foir le i5me. de ce mois je re^us 
par le meffager nomme Smith l’honneur de votre lettre du 29 d’Oftobre 
N. S. avec les nouveaux pleinpouvoirs, et prens la liberte de vous dire, que 
je fuis du meme fentiment que vous, que ceux que j’avois auparavant etoient 
fuffifans) monfieur d’lbberville en eft perfuade a un tel point, que lors 
que monf. Methuen luy expofoit l’objebtion de I’abbe, il dit que l’abbe 
n’etoit qu’ unnovice dans ces affaires et que fon obje&ion n’avoit pas la 
moindre force. Mais pour faire voir a votre majefte que je n’avois aucun 
deffein d’apporter du delai a la fignature de ce traite avantageux, et que je 
n’ay jamais fonge, en expediant en termes generauxle premier pleinpouvoir* 
de me fervir de cet artifice pour eviter de donner aucun ordre figne de ma 
main pour authorifer my lord Cadogan a figner avec la France feparement 
fans les Hollandois, des le moment que my lord Cadogan me fit fijavoir l’ob- 
jeftion de l’abbe fans attendre le commandement expres de votre majefte, 
j’obtins un ordre de fon alteffe royalle (copie du quel je prens la liberte d’en- 
voyer a votre majefte) que je contre fignai de ma main propre, pour faire 
dreffer un fecond pleinpouvoir felon la forme prefcrite par l’abbe, et comme 
la cour fe trouvoit alors en ville je le fis expedier en telle diligence, que quoi- 
que la lettre de my lord Cadogan ne me fut rendue que le 29 d’O&obre au 
matin, le meffager partit la nuit du dit jour a douze heures, avec le plein¬ 
pouvoir : et le vent n’etant pas bon pour paffer en Hollande, je donnai un 
ordre au maitre des poftes de lui fournir un vaiffeau pour aller a Calais en 

toute 

My lord Cadogan’s letters to me. Blew him to be of this opinion; and M. d’Iberville is fo much 
of the fame fentiment, that when Mr. Methuen ftated the abbe’s difficulty to him, he faid the- 
abbe was but a novice in this fort of bufinefs; and that there was not the lealt weight in this; 
objedlien. 

But to convince your majefty, that I had no intention to delay this great affair, and that it 
never was in my thoughts to make ufe of any artifice to avoid having my hand appear to the 
orders for my lord Cadogan’s figning this treaty feparately without the Dutch, the very moment 
that I received notice from him of the Abbe’s obje&ion, I obtained a warrant from his royall 
highnefs (and counterfigned it myfelf, a copy of which, I take the liberty to inclofe to your 
roajefty) for paffing a fecond full power to lord Cadogan in the form prefcribed by the abbe; 
and the court being then returned to town, I gott it difpatched with fo much expedition, that 
tho’ lord Cadogan’s letter was not received till the 29th of Oftober in the morning, the meffenger 
fett out with it the fame night at 12 o’clock, with orders to the poftmafter to furniih him with a 
boat exprefs to Calais, the winds being then contrary for failing to Holland. The difpatching 

thefe 
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loute diligence. J’efpere que Pexpedition de ce pleinpouvoir en des termes fi Period II 
precis, et avec tant de diligence avant que j’euffe eu Phonneur de recevoir 
les ordres de votre majefte, la convaincra de la droiture de mes intentions et 1716. 

combien j’ay ete eloigne des deffins qu’on vent m’imputer. 

Je ne fuis pas moins furpris que fache cPapprendre que nonobftant Pexpe- 
dition de ce pleinpouvoir Pabbe perfifte a former de nouveaux pretextes de 
delay, alleguant que ce pleinpouvoir auroit du etre contrefigne de ma main; 
il eft vray que les premiers pleinpouvoirs que j’ay enyoye a my lord Cadogan 
furent contrefignez par moi, ce qui eft arrive parce que je me fuis trouve 
alors a Hampton Court ou je ne pouvois avoir recours aux livres des bureaux: 
mais ayant vu par les objections de Pabbe a ces pouvoirs combien il etoit de~ 
licat et fcrupuleux dans les chofes de cette efpece j’ay crCi qu’il etoit de mon 
devoir de prendre foin, que toutes les formalitez requifes fuffent obfervees dans 
lesderniers pouvoirs, qu’on a envoye, et ayant pour cet effet examine les re- 
giftres de la fecretairie et ayant fait faire un extrait de la fignature des plein¬ 
pouvoir (dont je prens la liberte d’envoyer copie a votre majefte) il paroit 
que les fecretaires d’etat n’ont pas accoutume de contrefigner ccs pleinpou¬ 
voirs, les ordres cependant en vertu defquels le grand fjeau a ete affiche aux 
pleinpouvoirs ont ete (comrae j’ay deja eu Phonneur de dire a votre majefte) 
contrefignes de moy, felon qu’il fe pratique icy en des pareilles occafions. 

Les feigrieurs du confeil ayant lu la lettre de my lord Cadogan ont ete d’opi- 

nion 

thefe full powers, with fo much diligence, and in fuch explicit terms, before I had the honour to 
receive your majefly’s commands, will, I hope, convince your majeity of the fairnefs of my in¬ 
tentions, and how far I was from having the defign with which I am charged. 

I am equally furprifed and concerned to find, that notwithllanding the arrival of thefe powers, 
the abbe Hill per fills to form new pretences of delay; alledging now, that thefe full powers 
ought to have been counterfigned by me. The warrants by virtue of which the great feal was 
appended to both the powers were (as I have already had the honour to acquaint your majefty) 
counterfigned by me, according to what is ufually pradtifed here, in the like cafes ; but having 
examined the regillers of the office, and caufed an extrad to be made of the manner of iigning 
the full powers for almofl an age back (a copy of which extrad, I have fent to lord Cadogan) 
it appears, that it is not the cuflom for fecretarys of flate to counterfign inflruments of that 
nature. And the lords of the committee, having read my lord Cadogan’s letter, were of opi¬ 
nion, that it was not convenient in the prefent cafe to recede from the ufual pradice on the 
like occafions, lead a handle fhould be taken from thence to invalidate all that was tranfmitted 
by the Englifh miniflers at the treaties of Utrecht, of Rifwick, of Nimeguen, and higher 
up, at all which negociations, the minifters of France and other, courts figned with ours* 

upom 
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Period II. nion qu’il ne falloit pas s’ecarter de I’ufage ordinaire, mais comme l’abbe a 
1714^01720 . temo jg n ^ > d m y j or( j Cadogan de vouloir fe contenter d’une declaration fous ma 
1716. main portant que cette contre fignature n’eft pas effentielle, je luy en expediai 
une bier en toute diligence. 

Pour ce qui regarde le refus de monf. Walpole d’affifter a la fignature de 
ce traite (ce qui a contribue a porter monf. Stanhope a I’ombrage a mon 
egard) je puis affurer votre majefte que loin de luy avoir infpire ce fenti- 
ment lors qu’il m’ecrivoit pour luy obtenir la permiffion de fon alteffe royalle 
de revenir en Angleterre, je luy envoyai un refus pofitif, et je luy confeillai 
de ne fe pas laiffer porter par fes fentimens particulars a defobeir aux ordres 
de votre majefte. Ayant de cette maniere expofe a votre majefte la verite 
des faits fans aucun deguifement; il ne me refte que de luy demander pardon 
tres humblement avec la plus profonde foumiflion et attachement le plus 
inviolable. 

ROBERT v WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Exprejfes his furprife and regret at incurring blame for his conduB.—Juftifts 
himfelf.—Denies that he gave any promife to the king in regard to the pay¬ 
ment of the German troops.—States the inconveniences , Jkould parliament 
meet later than the end of January. 

DEAR SIR, London, Nov, 11—1716, 

Stanhope my return from the country, lord Townfhend communicated to me the 

Papers. contents of both your letters, which fo nearly concern me, as every 

thing muft needs do, that gives me reafon to believe I fuffer in his majeftie’s 
good opinion. There can be no greater misfortune, than to incur blame and 

* 

upon the credit of full powers, not counterfigned by any of our fecretarys of date. But as the 
abbe du Bois fignified to lord Cadogan, that he ftiould be contented with a declaration on this 
head, I fent my lord Cadogan fuch a declaration laft night by an exprefs. 

As for Mr. Walpole’s declining- to affift at the figning this treaty (which I perceive has 
helped to miflead Mr. Stanhope into thefe undeferved fufpicions of me) is what I was fo far 
from being accelfary to, that upon his applying to the prince by me for leave of abfence, I fent 
him a pofitive refufal, and advifed him to lett no private reafons of his own interfere with your 
majefty’s exprefs commands* 

Having thus laid the reall fads before your majefty, without any colouring or difguife, I 
have nothing more to add, but mod humbly to beg pardon for the tedioufnefs of this relation, 
and to allure your majedy, that I am with the utmoft fubmifllon and duty, &c. 


difpleafure 
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difpleafure for thofe very things, which a man thinks he has deferv’d well in* Period 13 
but this feems to be the fate of thofe who have the honour to ferve at a dif- l 7 1 * t °-' 
tance. As to the bufineffe of St. Chriftopher’s, I am fure I have done no- 1716. 
thing in it yett, wherein ’tis poffible for me to offend; and I have already 
wrote to you my fentiments fo fully, that I can fay no more upon it, unleffe in 
a conference which count Bothmar has defired with me on Tuefday morning, 
fomething {hall occur that I may think proper to give you an account of; and 
I muft beg leave to defer entering into any particulars relating to the payment 
of the troops of Saxe Gotha and Munfter, till after that time, becaufe I am 
fure count Bothmar dares not deny to me, but that I have fhew’d a more than 
ordinary readinefs to facilitate that matter; and this I am confident I {hall be 
able to tell you, he has confefs’d to me. I muft only add one thing, that I 
am at a Ioffe what to fay, when I am told, I promifedthe king a method fhould 
be found out to pay this money. I do not prefume to enter into this difpute, 
but I hope I fhall be thought more excufable, when I proteft before God, 
that I cannot re col left, that ever the king mention’d one fyllable of this to me, 
or I to him; but my memory muft fail me, when his majefty fays the 
contrary. 

By your letter to lord Townfhend, received this day, I underftand ’tis his 
majefty’s pleafure that the parliament fhould not meet before the eighth of 
January. I think it my duty to fuggeft to you, that ’tis to be remember’d, 
that the parliament left laft year above fix hundred thoufand pounds of the 
fupply unrais’d; notwithftanding which, it has been fo order’d, that we fhall 
be able to fubfift the forces till the latter end of January, by throwing the de¬ 
ficiency upon fuch parts of the fervice as were beft able to bear it, but this not • 
without great inconveniencies; and if his majefty fhould have any thoughts 
of a further prorogation, I beg this may be confider’d, and we may timely 
know, what is to be expefted, that all poffible care be taken; tho’ I am fen- 
fible, it muft be done with the greateft difficulty, if at all prafticable; and the 
methods we fhall be obliged to take, will in fome meafure, I fear, affeft our 
creditt, which at,this time proves very unfortunate. I am, See. 


HORACE 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD TOWN5HEND. 

Mentions his arrival at the Hague.—His conference with the penfionary^ and 
his refoluiion to Jet off immediately for Hanover. 


MY LORD, 


Tuefday night, Nov. 17, 1716, 


Townfhend 

Papers. 


^/^FTER a good deal of fatigue at fea, and croffing Maefland-fluys againft 
wind and tyde, I arrived here this evening as foon as the mail; and the 
next minute I waited upon the penfionary, who was extreamly pleafed with 
the affurances I gave him from the prince of his royal highneffe’s affection to 
this republick, and particular efteem for him the penfionary. As a mark of it, 
I was order’d to communicate to him the intercepted letters of correfpond- 
ence between the Swedifh. minifters; and I hinted to him the opinion of his 
royal highnefs, that we (hould keep well with the czar, and divert the king of 
Sweden from being able to attempt any thing againft England, by giving him 
work enough at home. But if the States could think of any vigorous mea- 
fures to be taken in concert with England, for quieting the troubles in the 
north, I did not doubt but great attention would be given to them by his 
majefty and his royal highnefs. He told me he was forry to fay, that the 
fituation of their affairs is fuch as not to permitt them to a£l with that refolu- 
tion and vigour as is often neceffary; and therefore he feem’d to like well 
enough his royal highneffes’s opinion in relation to the king of Sweden ; but 
obferved to me, that the defign of favouring the pretender by fome attempt 
upon Great Britain, was only at prefent a projeft of count Gullenbourgh, 
tranfa&ed between him and the jacobites, and not yet agreed to by Sweden; 
however, he own’d we ought to be upon our guard. He told me the States of 
Holland are to meet to morrow, and that it depends upon Leyden and Rotter¬ 
dam’s fentiments in relation to their tarif of fixty-four, whether they fhall 
agree to fign the treaty with France. The penfionary himfelfe feem’d to 
think thofe towns in the wrong to infift upon a point which Amfterdam has 
waved; but he could nott yett tell me what the refult would be ; mod of the 
reft of the provinces are well difpofed; if that of Holland would come to a 


good refolution. 


It is paft 9 o’clock, but I am refolved to continue my journey this night 
for Hannover, in company of a meffenger lord Cadogan fends thither, about 
the difficulty made by the abbe du Bois againft figning the treaty with him. 
I am with the greateft refpe£t and affection. See. 


HORACE 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND® 

Announces his arrivaL^And furfirife at the fate of things. 

MY LORD, Gore, Nov. 23, 1716. 

'J^HIS is only to acquaint your lordfhip, that I arrived here yeflerday noon; Townfliend 
and found that orders have been fent to England to prorogue the parlia- 
ment to the 8th of January, O. S. and I don’t believe that it will then meet to doe 
bulinefs, becaufe the king will fcarcely be in England, by what I can learn, by 
that time, and there are fome that doe not think it prudent that any bufinefs 
fhould be done before his majefty’s arrival; but we fhall foon know with 
more certainty what will be refolved upon in relation to this matter, as foon as 
bis majefty is come to Hanover, which will be on Monday next. I doe not 
think it proper to fend your lordfhip by letter an account of what has palled 
in difcourfe between Mr. Stanhope and me. Your lordfhip will have, before 
this time, as much to your own furprife as mine, received a letter from 
the king, as well as from Mr. Secretary, relating to what has been tranfaCled 
about the full powers for the particular figning with France. I fhall expeCl to 
fee what anfwer your lordfhip will give to thefe letters before I fett out for 
England; and I fhall, in the mean time, learn what we are like to expefl from 
the refolutions there as well in regard to the carrying on of the public bufinefs, 
as to the minifters, and management that is to be ufed in thofe matters. 1 It is 
impoffible for me in a letter to fay any more, but that I am with the molt fled— 
faft adherence and affeftion, See. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Arrives at the Hague much indifpofed, but is anxious to continue his journey ta 
England , for the purpofe of executing fpeedily the commiflion with which he 
is charged^ to reconcile lord Townfkend and him, in which he tnfts he fhall 
fuccted. 

DEAR SIJl, Hague, December $, 17 t&t 

J Arrived here laflnight in a very indifferent condition; for my chaifebreak- Harrington 
ing two polls from Hanover, I got into a light open waggon, and by * >a -P ers ‘> 
that means was expofed to fuch violent florins of wind, hail, and rain, that 
after the firfl night, I contra&ed extream pains in all my joynts on my left 
fide, fo that it was impoffible for me to ride on horfeback. However, without 
taking any reft, I continued my journey hither, that I may loofe no time in my 
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Period II. way to England, in order to execute a commiffion that I think of the utmoU 
y 1 * 10 - 1 " 20 / c m Sequence to the publick affairs; and which my own particular concern, as 
1716. well as his majefty’s fervice, will engage me to ufe my utmoft {kill to bring to 
a good iffue. The wind continues direftly contrary for England, fo that 
Hutchins, the meffenger, is detained at Helvetfluys; but I difpatched 
Collins yefterday by way of Calais, and wrote by him a letter to my brother 
Walpole, with notice of my being in the way for England; and intimated to 
him the purport of my errand; fo that things may reft there on the foot they 
are untill my arrivall. 

In the mean time, I mull earneftly entreat you to diveft yourfelfe of all 
manner of fufpicion of lord Townfhend’s having ever had the, leaft defxgn to 
doe any thing to difoblige you, or contrary to that tye of friendfhip and con¬ 
fidence in which you lived fo long and happily together. I think myfelf au- 
thorifed to fay this, becaufe I’m fenfible the difficulty I made in relation to 
the particular figning with Franee, was one of the cheifeft grounds of your 
jealoufy; and I proteft before God, that what I did, came purely from my- 
felfe; and my lord Townffiend earneftly exhorted me to 'the contrary. I 
{hall add nothing elfe on that fubjecl, becaufe I think all expoftulations and 
eclaircijfements muft be laid afide; and we muft, as you told me, look for¬ 
ward; in which you may depend upon my offices to put the king’s friends 
and fervants upon the fame foot of harmony and union with which they have. 
afted fo fuccefsfully. And I cannot forbear to flatter myfelf with fome hopes of 
fuccefs; and if I can compafs this point, I {hall think I have done my king 
and country fome fervice. 

I muft take notice to you, that the Eaft India Company having occafion 
for a quantity of money from hence, defired a yatcht might be fent over for 
that purpofe; and the admiralty was pleafed to favour my brother Gall: with 
that commiffion, who is arrived here; but as things of that nature are never 
. fpecifyed in the orders, the expe&ation of my returning about this time from. 
Hanover, and the carrying me into England, is the fubftance of his orders. 
I have acquainted him, that the yachts are fent for; fo that he has gone on 
board to make ufe of the firft wind to get over, in order to be made Htt, and 
return for his majefty’s fervice with the reft of the yachts; and if the wind 
Ihould continue contrary two or three days, I hope to be in. a condition to 
goe with him. But the phyfician, who has been with me, fince I began to 
write this letter, is very apprehenfive of a rumatifm, and tells me, 1 muft 
»ot ftir out yet; but as I am much mended fince laft night* I hope by to¬ 
morrow 
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morrow morning I lhall be much better, after having taken fomething. Period II. 

I am, with the greateft fincerity and refpeft imaginable, dear fir. See. 1714101720 . 

My refpeSts to lord Sunderland, and pardon this fcrawl, which I write with 1716. 
great pain. 

SECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Informs him that the king has been plea-fed to reward his fervices by appointing 

him lord lieutenant of Ireland, 


MY LORD, 


Hanover, Dec. 15, 1716* 


r pHE enclofed copy of my difpatch to Mr. fecretary Methuen,* will inform Hamngtos 
your lordlhip of the great regard which his majefty has thought fitt, upon ^ a P ers ' 
this occafion, to exprefs for your eminent fervices; which, as they have very 
juftly intitled your lordlhip to the greateft employment a king of England has 
to give, fo I am perfuaded the fervices you will do his majefty in this ftation, 
will be no lefs advantageous to the publick, and will, if pofiible, increafe 
your lordlhip’s own reputation. That it may be fo, is molt fincerely wilhed. 
by. See. 

SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Informs him of lord Towrfiend’s removal, and juftifies his own conduct on the' 
occafion.—King very uneafy of late, and highly difpleafed with lord Town- 
fiend.—Plan for a new minifiry, if lord Town/hendfiould refnfe the lord 
lieutenancy, and Walpole refign. 


DEAR SIR, 


Hanover, Dec. 15, 1716. 


OU will fee by my difpatch to Mr. fecretary Methuen, of which I fend Harrington 
you enclofed a copy, the alteration which his majefty hath judged ne- * >ai>ers ' ! 
celfary for his fervice to be made in the miniftry. If I could poffibly 
have an hours difeourfe with you, I am fore I Ihould make you fenfible, 
that the part I have had in the lall ftep hath been for my lord Townfhend’s 
fervice. Every circumftance confidered, I do in my confcience believe, 
this was the only meafore which could fecure the continuance of a whigg ad- 
miniftratjon with any eafe to the king. His majefty hath been more uneafy 
of late, than I care to fay; and I muft own, I think he has reafon, even tho’ I 

* The difpatch to fecretary Methuen, which announced the removal of lord Townlhend, 
and his appointment to ad as the fecretary of date in England, is miffing. 

X 2 
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Period II. don’t pretend to know fo much of the matter as the king does; his majefty 
y 14^ !720. rece j v j n g man y advices, which come neither through my hands nor my lord 
17x6. Sunderland’s. But I cannot help obferving to you, that he is jealous of cer¬ 
tain intimacys with the two brothers. I hope his majefty’s prefence in Eng¬ 
land, and the behaviour of our friends in the cabinet, will remove thefe jea- 
loufyes. No one man can contribute more to this than yourfelf ; and I mud 
tell you, that my lord Sunderland, as well as myfelf, have allured the king 
that you will do fo. You know that ill offices had been done you here, which 
might have made fome impreffion, if my lord Sunderland and I had not in 
good earneft endeavoured to prevent it. 

You will, I am perfuaded, believe that our endeavours were fincere, when 
I fir all have told you with the franknefs I am going to do, what our fcheme 
is here for the miniftry. In cafe my lord Townlhend accepts of Ireland, 
which for a thoufand reafons, he ought to do, the cabinet council will re¬ 
main juft as it was, with the addition of the duke of Kingfton as privy feaL 
Mr. Methuen and I fhall continue fecretaryes. But if my lord Townfhend 
fhall decline Ireland; and if, which by fome has been fuggefted, but which 
I cannot think poffible, he Ihould prevail upon you to offer to quit your em¬ 
ployments, the king in this cafe, hath engaged my lord Sunderland and myfelf 
lo promife, that his lordfliip will be fecretary; and that I, unable and un¬ 
equal as I am every way, fhould be chancellour of the exchequer for this 
feffions; the king declaring, that as long as he can find whiggs that will ferve 
him, he will be ferved by them. Which good difpofition his majefty fhall 
not have reafon to alter, by any backwardnefs in me to expofe myfelf to any 
trouble or hazard. You know as much of our plan now, as I do, and are, I dare 
fay, fully fatisfied, that I think it highly concerns me, that you fhould flay 
where you are. I am very forry that my lord Townfhend’s temper hath 
made it impracticable for him to continue fecretary. The king will not bear 
him in that office, be the confequence what it will. This being the cafe, I 
hope and defire that you will endeavour to reconcile him to Ireland, which I 
once thought he did not diflike; and which, I think, he cannot now refufc, 
without declaring to the world, that he will fervempon no other terms, than 
being viceroy over father, fon, and their three kingdoms'. Is the whigg 
intereft to be flaked in defence of fuch a pretenfion? or is the difference to 
the whigg party, whither lord Townfhend be fecretary or lord lieutenant of 
Ireland tanti ? I hope this letter will convince you of the confidence in which 
I defire we may live and actj and am ever with great truth, &c. 


The 
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The prefent difpatch leaves, you fee, a commiflioners place vacant at your Period II. 
board, touching the filling up which, I fhould be glad to have your fentiments 1 1 7 1 4 t0 ^7 2 ^ « 
as foon as may be. I believe the king will leave Hanover as foon as he has ad- 1716. 
vice, that the yatchts are in Holland. Judging that it may be very much for my 
lord Townfhend’s fervice and for yours, that you fhould receive this letter as 
foon as may be, I fend it by your friend Brereton, who is a very fenfible 
young man, and I have ordered him to manage it fo, that this letter be deli¬ 
vered to you four and twenty hours, before the meffenger who goes along 
with him, deliver my difpatch to Mr. fecretary Methuen, that you may have 
fo much time to reafon with my lord Townfhend. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

,Sends a copy of the difpatch to fecretary Methuen, lefore it is delivered.- 
Hopes that lord Townfhend will accept the lord lieutenancy of Ireland . 


DEAR SIR, 


Hanover, December 15, 3716-17, 


J-JAVING received the king’s command to fend a difpatch to Mr. fe- Harrington 
cretary Methuen, of which you have enclofed a copy, I have thought P a P ers ' 
the beft fervice I can do to my lord Townfhend and to yourfelf, is to give 
you as early notice of it as poffible j and for this purpofe have fent Mr. Brere¬ 
ton with thefe few lines, which he will take care to deliver to you before hay 
public difpatch can be delivered to the fecretary j I, think it is of the utmoft 
confequence for the king’s fervice, for the intereft of the whigg caufe, for that 
of my lord Townfhend, and yours, that my lord Townfhend fhould acquiefce 
in this difpofition of the king’s, wherein fo much regard is fhewn to his lord- 
iliip, that I hope he will do it with a good grace. I am fure you cannot at 
this time fo much conduce to the public good as by difpofing his lordfhip ta 
a temper fuitable to this occafion, and am therefore perfuaded your en¬ 
deavours will not be wanting. That you may fucceed, is the hearty 
wife of, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

SIR, Whitehall, December 11—22, 1716* 

J Take your’s of the 15th in the fame fenfe I am perfuaded you meant it ; Stanhope,. 

and though I have not fo much vanity as to imagine my fervices have ever ^ ar j"f ton ' 
deferved the fine things you are pleafed to fay of them, yet I mull confefs, Townfhend 
till I received this laft letter from you, I was weak enough to think your ^ a P ers ’ 

partiality 
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Period II. partiality to me, had given you a favourable opinion of them; and I was the 
*7 I4toI72 ^ ‘ more confirmed in this idle notion from the report Horace made me of what 
1716c paffed between him and you on this fubjeft. The inclofed is a letter to the 
king, which I beg you would deliver to his majefty. 

I am, with great refpebi, fir, your molt obedient humble fervant. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING.* 


Receives his difmijjion*—And declines accepting the lord lieutenancy of Ireland . 


.SIRE, 


December n— zz, 1716, 


Town&end 

and 

Harrington 

Papers. 


T’AY re^eu avec la deference et la foumiffion la plus parfaite les ordres de 
^ votre majefte intimes par Monfieur le fecretaire Methuen, par les quels 
je me trouve demis de la charge de fecretaire d’etat. 

Je demande tres humblement la permiffion de faire fouvenir votre majefte 
de ce que j’eus l’honneur de luy dire quand elle me fit l’honneur de me 
donner cet emploi, que je me ferois eftime trop hereux fi j’y avois pu ap~ 
porter autant de capacite comme j’avois toujours fenti de zele et de paffion 
pour fon ferviee; auquel cas je fuis feur que votre majefte auroit eu tout 
lieu d’etre contenie de mes fervices. Je puis dire avec beaucoup de verite 
que le defire de temoigner la reconnoifance que j’avois du choix que votre 
majefte avoit bien voulu faire de moi pour cet emploi, a ete le feul motif ca¬ 
pable de me foutenir jufqu’ iqi fous les fatigues dont je l’ai trouve charge. 

Je fuis tres fenfible a l’honneur que votre majefte m’a faite en daignant de 
me nommer pour fon lieutenant d’lrlande. Mais comme mes affaires do- 
meftiques ne me permettent pas d’etablir mon fejour hors d’Angleterre, et 
que je m’eftimerois tout a fait indigne du choix que votre majefte a bien 
voulu faire fi jetoi's capable de jouir des gros appointements de cet honorable 
emploi fans me mettre en etat de les meriter en faifant les fun&ions requifes, 
j’efpere que vdtre majefte aura la bonte de m’en excufer, et qu’elle m’ac- 
cordera la permiffion de vaquer aux affaires particulieres de ma famille, que 
j’ay negligees un peu trop. 

Au refte j’ofe affeurer votre majefte, que quelque part que je me trouve, 
elle peut compter fur un fujet fidele et reconnoifant, affidu a avancer le fer¬ 
vice de votre majefte du mieux de fon pouvoir, ayant l’honneur d’etre avec le 
zele et l’attachement le plus inviolable. . Sire, de votre majefte, le tres humble 
ires obeiffant et tres fidele fujet et ferviteur. 


* The original Englilh draught of this letter, is printed in the Memoirs, chapter 15. 


SECRETARY 
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SECRETARY METHUEN TO SECRETARY STANHOPE, 


Period II. 
1714101720. 


Complains of the extreme difagreeablenefs of his filiation.—Requefs permijjion 
to ref gn his offce of fecretary of fate—and expreffes his willingnefs to con¬ 
tinue in the treafury, as long as Walpole is frf lord commifioner. 


'- - 


1716. - 


DEAR SIR, Whitehall, Dec., 12—23, vjii. 

J Return you my hearty thanks for your favour of the 3d inftant, which Harrington- 
I received by Horace Walpole, and am extreamly glad to find that I had Fapers * r 
not had the misfortune to difpleafe his majefty, or to fuffer in your good Private, 
opinion. I fhould have been very much concerned at either of them, con- 
fidering the life I have lead fince the king’s departure, and all I Irave borne, 
which I can aifure you is hardly to be expreffed. I write this to you at four 
in the morning, and have been now eleven hours at my office, fo that I am almoft 
dead; and muft beg of you to interceed with the king, not to take what I have 
written to you in my other letter amifs, for I am not able to endure the fatigue 
of this employment, and would, if it were put to my choice, rather be a Have 
in the gallies. I am quite tired with the wickednefs and impertinence of 
mankind, and beg you would pitch on fome other collegue, for I wiffi I may 
be able to hold out till you come. If the king is pleafed to let me remain in 
the treafury as long as it hands as it does now, I ffiall be extremely fatisfied; 
if not, I ffiall be well enough pleafed, for I really want a little reft and time 
to take care of my health and affairs. I heartily wiffi you may find every¬ 
thing to your fatisfa&ion here, but am afraid you will not. I am, with all 
poffible truth and refpect, dear fir, &c. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 


Expoflulates on his conduB .— Jufifes lord Townfiend’s and his own conduB in 
regard to their behaviour to the prince of Wales.—Denies any fecret intelli¬ 
gence with the duke of Argyle and the earl of Hay. 


DEAR SIR, 


Dec, *2—23, 171& 


■YOUR private letter to me, I have not let one mortal fee. I never read Harringtons 
it, but fome parts of it aftoniffi me fo much, that I know not what to fay ^ a P ers ' 
or think. What could prevail on you to enter into fuch a fcheme as this, 
and appear to be chief aftor in it, and undertake to carry it thro’ in all events, 
without which it could not have been undertaken, is unaccountable. I do 
fwear, to you, that lord Townffiend has no way deferved it of you; and even 

after 
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Period II. 
1714(0 i7zo ( 



after the letter that came with the king’s, I do proteft to you, he never treated 
your condu& in that matter, but as a miftake; which, when you were fenfible 
of, your friendfhip for him would eafily prevail upon you to retradt. Be¬ 
lieve me, Stanhope, he never thought you could enter into a combination 
•with his enemies againft him. 

I find you are all perfuaded, the fcheme is fo adjufted, that it can meet 
with no obje&ion from the whigs. Believe me, you will find the direCt con¬ 
trary true, with every unprejudiced whig of any confequence or confidera- 
tion. I, perhaps, am too nearly concerned in the confequences to gain any 
creditt with you. However* I can’t help telling you, you don’t know what 
you are a doing. ’Tis very hard to treat my lord Townfliend in the manner 
you have done, but ’tis more unjuft to load him with imputations to juftifie 
fuch ill treatment. Such hidden changes to old fworn friends, are feldom 
look’d upon in the world with a favourable eye. What is given out here 
and publilh’d, from letters from among you, in regard to the prince, I cannot 
but take notice of, and will ftake my all upon this fingle iffue, if one inftance 
can be given of our behaviour to the prince, but what was neceffary to carry 
on the king’s fervice; and we never had a thought, but with a juft and due 
regard to the king as our king and matter; and as for any fecret intimacies or 
management undertaken with the two brothers, if there be the leaft handle, or 
one inftance can be given of it, call me for ever villain; if not, think as you 
pleafe of thofe that fay or write this. 

I will fay no more, but give you one piece of advice. -Stop your hand 
till you come over, and can fee and hear, how that you have already done, is 
refented here. I am very fenfible in what a manner lord Townihend’s refufali 
may be reprefented to the king. Think a little coolly, and confider how pof- 
fible it is for men in a paffion to do things, which they may heartily wifh 
undone* I write this as an old acquaintance, that ftill delires to live in as 
much friendfhip, as you will make it poffible or practicable for mg. And lett 
me once more beg of you to recoiled yourfelf, and lay afide that paffion, which 
feems to be fo predominant i.n all your a&ions. I have heard old friends 
were to be valued like old gold. I never wifh’d any thjng more fincerely 
than to bear that title, and to preferve it with you. 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE Period II. 

171410 1720. 

Reproaches him for his change offeiitiments.—Exculpates himfelf in regard to ' ' J 

the payment of the German troops.—Declines attempting to perfuade lord 
Town/hend to accept the lord lieutenancy.—Denies that he carried on any 
intrigues with the,duke of Argyle and lord Hay. 


Dec. 12—23, 1716. 

J Have received the favour of yours of the 3d inftant, N. S. by my bro- Harrington 
ther, and very foon after had what you fent by Mr. Brereton of the lgth. ^ a P ers ° 
What could poflibly create fo great an alteration among you in the fpace of 
twelve days is in vain to guefle, and impoffible to determine. But I fuppofe 
I am mi [taken, when I think there was any change in the meafures, except in 
the time of execution. I think I have no commands at prefent from his ma- 
jefty to you, but in relation to the payment of the Saxe-Gotha and Munfter 
troops, which I hope will be no longer thought to ftand at my door: fincc 
after all that has been faid about this affair, there are at this hour no powers 
from Saxe-Gotha to receive the mony; and as M. Hallangius tells me, his 
mailer will give no powers but to him and count Bothmar tells me this 
morning, what was agreed upon betwixt us to be fent from your fide of the 
water, in order to be laid before the cabinett councill, is come fo imperfeft, 
that ’tis not fitt to be produced. He has defired however, that fix or feven 
thoufand pounds may be paid upon account of the troops of Munfter, which 
fliall be laid before the cabinett councill at their firft meeting. 

When you defired me to prevail with my lord Townfhend to acquicfce in 
what is carv’d out for him, I cannot but fay you defired an impofiibility; and 
’tis fitt you fhould know, that there is not one of the cabinet councill, with 
whom you and lord Sunderland have agreed in all things for fo many years, 
but think, that confidering all the circumftances and manner of doing this, no 
body could advife him to accept of the lieutenancy of Ireland; and that it 
cannot be fuppofed, that the authors of this fcheme either thought he would, 
or defired .he fhould. And believe me, when I tell you, this matter is uni- 
verfally received here by all men of fenfe, and well withers to the king, in 
another manner than you could imagine, when you gave into the meafure. 

And be affined, that whoever fent over the accounts of any intrigues or pri¬ 
vate correfpondence betwixt us and the two * brothers, or any management 


* The duke of Argyle and the earl of Ilaf. 
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Period II. in the leaft tending to any view or purpofe, but the fervice, honour, and in- 
1714^1720 . tefe fl 0 |- t | ie j repeat it, be affured, they will be found, pardon 

1716. the exprejlion, confounded liars, from the beginning to the end. 

Whilft we write at this diftance, and think fo widely different of all things 
tranfafling, ’ds labour loft to enlarge; fo that I will give you no further 
' trouble till we meet, but to a fill re you, that I am very fincerely, dear fir, your 

moll faithful humble fervant, 

HORACE WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

Detained by contrary winds at the Brill.—Executed his commijjion to lord 
Townjhend with fuccefs and fatisfaB ion.—Warmly remonflrates, and bitterly 
reproaches him for his in/idious conduB.—ExpreJJes hopes, that he will yet 
aB according to the diBates of honour and jujlice .— JuJlifies lord Townjhend 
from the accufations urged againf him. 

SIR, London, December 12-—23, 1716# 

Harrington r J''HE accident of my not being able to get over the Maes in the yacht, and 

Papers. the contrary winds which followed, detained me at the Brill fo long, that I 

did not arrive here till yefterday in the packet boat, when I had the good for¬ 
tune to execute his majefty’s commands, and what had been fettled between 
you and me, in fuch a manner, that I performed with the greateft pleafure ima¬ 
ginable my errand. The letters you wrote to my lord Townfhend and brother 
Walpole, arid what I declared to them from the king, were received with foe 
much fatisfa&ion, that I could not fayl of having the fuccefs I promifed my 
felfe, and which you feem’d fo earneftly to defire when I left you; and I had 
the agreeable profpeft of feeing that all paft mifunderftandings would be en¬ 
tirely forgotten, and a happy union and harmony be once more re-eftablifhcd 
between his majefty’s faithfull and honeft fervants. 

But when Mr. Brereton’s difpatches, who arrived at the fame time, were 
opened, it w r as impofftble to exprefs the confternation they occafioned; with 
which you muft needs think I was in a more particular and extraordinary man¬ 
ner affecled. And I muft own, I am fo confounded, that I do not know well 
what to fay. I cannot think it neceffary to appeal to your memory and con- 
fcience for what paffed between you and me, and to confider upon what 
terms we parted; how earneftly you then wifhed'I might fucceed in 
the negotiation I undertook; and that it was an exprefs agreement, that 
things fhould continue on the fame foot they then were, until you heard from 
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me. The meafures that have been purfued at Hanover, fince I came away, Period 11 
are foe contradiftory to thefe engagements, that you may think of treating me *7*4*° *7- 
as you pleafe; yet, I am willing to believe, that you have flill foe much ho- ij\6, 

nour, and fucli a regard for your own word, that you would have oppofed, at 
leaft not have willingly confented to thefe proceedings; and by what you 
told me, I. thought your influence with his majefty might have enabled you 
to prevent this unaccountable turn being taken, untill you had heard from 
me the fuccefs of my journey. 

I fliall leave it to others, for whom you ftill retain fome value and efteem, 
to expoftulate more largely with you about thefe matters; but I think I am 
obliged to add, that when you have time and coolnefs enough to enquire into 
the truth of them, you will with fhame and confufion be obliged to own, that 
you have been mo ft grofsly deceived and impofed upon in every particular 
relating to my lord Townfliend, as well as to what concerns yourfelfe, or the 
fervice of his majefty. Thofe that fee and converfe with his lordfhip every 
day, can give undeniable proofs of his lordfhip’s having entertained the fame 
affeftion and friendship for you, fince your abfencc, as he ever did when you 
lived and laboured here fo happily together. And as to his majefty’s in- 
tereft, not only the reft: of the king's fervants here, but all honeft and impartial 
men will convince you, that it never was promoted with greater fidelity and 
prudence than it has been within fome months laft paft; and that what has 
been by the malice of fome., and weaknefs of others, imputed to lord Town- 
fiend and the others, as a heinous crime, will, when calmly confidered, be 
found to have been the rnoft glorious and faitbfulleft part of their adminiilra- 
tion, for the fervice of his majefty. 

I take this liberty with you, bccaufe you talked in a very free, fho s in a 
very miftaken manner to me on this fubjeft; and I have fuch.an opinion of 
you, that I don’t doubt, but when thefe things fliall be put in a true light be¬ 
fore your eyes, you will refign your good fenfo and calmer thoughts to the 
irrefiftible evidence of them. And if honelty, honour, and juftice can pre¬ 
vail, as I am confident it will with you, I don’t dcfpair of feeing you once 
more live well with thofe from whom you feera at prefent to be feparated by 
an unaccountable prejudice, for want of being duely informed of the true ftate 
of matters; and that this may be the cafe, is the fiucerc defire of, fir, your moll * 
faithful and obedient fervant. 
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THE DUKE OF SOMERSET TO THE EARL OF I LAY. 

Rejoices at the removal of Toxun/kend, which he hopes will be followed by the 
difmiffion of Sunderland and Stanhope.—Laments that the prince is commanded 
to appoint a groom of the Jlole. 


MY LORD, 


Pet worth, Dec. 13—24, 1716. 


Campbell j Think lord Townlhend is very rightly kicked out from being our firft mi- 
Papers. n ift er and governour in Great Britain, into a fecond governour in Ire¬ 
land; and lord Sunderland, whoe hathe been falfe even to his bell friends, 
•will now fall unpityed. Stanhope hathe noe intereft in the nation; hee is to 
make friends, when hee is made a lord; for that part of the fcheem one may 
dive into, that hee is noe more to expofe himfelf to the contempt of the houfe 
of commons. I long to know the parts which Lord Cowper, and my friend 
Parker will aQ; in this jumble; for if they are notlett more into in the fecretts, 
than hitherto they have been, or at leaft as they fay, they have not been; 
neither the duke of Grafton, duke of Kingfton, duke of Roxburgh, nor lord 
Polwarth’s intereft in parliament will bee any help, efpecialiy if Walpole doe 
either lay down of become filent, or one would think there is a great deal 
more ftill to bee done; or they had better not have done foe much, tho’ I 
am in high delight with what thefe things will produce, good for us all at 
laft. 


Yet what diftradta my thoughts, are the king’s orders to the prince to give 
away the duke of Argyle’s regiment and groom of ftole. The firft is in the 
king to doe as hee pleafes, and the other as much in his royal highnefs; this is 
very hard to be a£ted by the prince. Will it hurt the prince to let his father 
know, that he takes a groom of the ftole’s place to be ufelefs as his majefty 
dothe, therefore he defires that expence to be faved, and to bee funk in his 
family too. But as you and your brother are much better j udges than I can 
pretend, I doe fubmitt. This is the only alloy to the joy I have, that our 
wrongs are thus revenged on thofe two laft of minifters. Forgive thefe rough 
thoughts, foe fuddenly wrote on paper; they are wrotte in confidence to a 
friend, who I have all the value and efteem for, that man can have. Ten 
thoufand thanks for your lord(hip’s letter. I beg my very humble fervice to 
your brother and my lord Orrery. 
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THOMAS BRERETON TO CHARLES STANHOPE. 

Excufes fecretary Stanhope.—Relates the general conjlernation on the removal oj 
lord Town/hend , and public cenfures oj that meafitre.—Walpole prejfed not 
to refign.—Many threaten to follow his example.—Fatal confequences of thefe 
divifions .— Jacobites elated.—Secretary Stanhope’s conduB generally difap- 
proved.—Confidered as a German meafure. 

DEAR SIR, London, December, 1716* 


Period 1L 

1714:01720. 
'— 

1716. 


B Y Friday’s poft, I acquainted * you with my fafe arrival here, with my Harrington 
having delivered the difpatches with which I was charged, and {lightly ^ a P ers * 
hinted the confufion I found every body in at the contents of ’em: I have * This letter 
fince, by going to the court and citty, had opportunitys more particularly to * s 
obferve the temper of thofe who make up thefe two different parts of the town; 
and as I have the greateft reafon to have a perfeQ. efteem for the fecretary, 
you will give me leave to trouble you a fecond time with the fentiments of 
thofe, who have his majefty’s intereft entirely at heart, and who wifh him alfo' 
the greateft profperity. I told you in my laft, the turn I gave to the furpriz- 
ing news I brought was, that to prevent'die further torrent of the German 
intereft, the fecretary found himfelf for the prefent obliged to come into their 
meafures fo difagreeable to himfelf, which was relffhed by fome perfons pretty 
well, and I dont know, but thereby a ftop was put for a while to the finking 
credit of the ftocks: but thofe tranfafting that way, fince fearing the certainty 
of it, and ferioufiy refleQing on the fatal confequences of the removal of fo 
great a man as lord Townlhend, and that that muft nccelfarily be attended 
with further alterations, I will venture to fay, the town is in greater confufion 
now, than it was in any part, or at any alterations whatfover made in the late 
queen’s reign, and that all publick credit will continue daily to fink till his 
majefty’s arrival, or a further profpect that the true and honeft intereft of the 
nation will ftill be preferv’d and reftored. Perhaps it may be difagreeable, that I 
tell you, when I go into the citty, all the confiderablc men there croud about 
me, and prefs me in the molt earneft manner to give fome reafons for thefe 
fudden and unexpefited rclblutions, to tell them who I thought the advifers. 
and contrivers of them. When I go to the court, the very great ones there,, 
to whom I had fcarce the honour of being known before, falute me, and are 
alfo very follicitous to find out the true fp'rings and caufes of what they dont 
fcruple aloud to call thefe extraordinary proceedings. Nay, it has there been 
faid already, that never was any thing more unprecedented, than for his 

majefty 
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Period IL majefty, when out of the nation, with the council of one Angle minifter only, to 
1 7 1 4101720. ma j^ e j- Q p r0( jjgj olls a change in his mini {try, juft before the meeting of his parlia- 
1716. liament: a parliament, which ftwas to be hoped, by their unanimity and fteadi- 
nefs, might have brought about not only the reduction of intereft upon pub¬ 
lic funds, but feveral other matters of the. greateft importance, to the further 
Security and quiet of his majefty’s government, the very profpeQ: of which 
had raifed your credit to fuch a pitch of glory; and all thefe good projects, I 
will take upon me to pronounce, cannot even be propofed, unlefs the miniftry 
is continued, and lord Townfhend reftored. 

I {till flatter myfelf I am right in my notions of Mr. Stanhope, and that he 
will preferve the ancient friendfhip he has profefihd to lord Townfhend and 
Mr. Walpole. If he does not, give me leave to fay you will fee the moll 
valuable part of his majefty’s friends fhew their refentment in a mod gene¬ 
rous manner. For I have reafon to know not only the miniftry, but the moll 
wealthy in this metropolis/ have been to intercede with Mr. Walpole not to 
refign his office, and have given him the ftrongeft inftances of their fupport 
and friendfhip; and that if he fhould find it confident with his honour fo to 
do, his example will be followed by the ftrongeft body of the greateft fubje&s 
that ever prince had. How often dear fir, hare I faid to you, that the greateft: 
bulwark againft the foreign and home enemys, was the everlafting unity of 
lord Townfhend, the fecretary, and Mr. Walpole, that whilft they went hand in 
hand, the expectations of both were equally abfurd and ridiculous, and the 
jacobites had very little to hope. This already appears by the gaynefs of the 
difaffe&ed, who tho’ filent ten days ago, are now as loud as ever in the coffee- 
houfes; and I faw twenty .guineas given, to be repaid with ten times the fum, 
when baron Price is chancellour. 

Forgive me for letting you know thefe particulars, and impute it to my 
zeal for my country and my extraordinary veneration for the fecretary : I 
mull take the liberty to let you know the world crys aloud againft him, and 
if his correfpondents from hence be faithful!, he muff be fenfible of it. All I 
am able to fay in his vindication, avails but little, yet I require feme further 
proofs, before I can give into opinion, that he will be guilty of that faithleff- 
nefs with which he is charged:, for God’s fake, wont.he confider, he not^only 
forfeits his private honour, but will draw upon himfelf a number of enemys, 
which he will find it irnpoflible to fubfift againft. The miniftry looks upon this 
juncture as a tryal between the Englifh and German councils, and will no doubt 
exert themfelves in a-manner becoming Englifhmen; and I fhould be very 

forry 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


i 


forry indeed, to find him that has preferved fo fteady a charafter hitherto, Period ; 
forfeit it by adhering to a new intereft in oppofition to thofe who have I will 1 * 

fay promoted his equally with their own. I delivered the meffage he com- 3716. 
manded me to Mr. Walpole. I wifli .1 cdu’d affurl myfelf, ’twas received 
with that confidence that, heretofore fuch a meffage wou’d have been received. 

Several conje&ures are made from my being fent exprefs with this unwellcome 
alteration, (d may boldly fo call it, fince the whole body of the king’s friends 
are difpleafed at it) but mo ft agree that ’twas to hinder me from knowing by 
what councils thefe meafures were purfued, and from having opportunitys of 
learning what is yet intended. But my friend will permit me to fay, notwith- 
ftanding the great care that was taken by him to prevent my knowledge of any 
of thefe matters,. I was not fo alltogether ignorant of them as he may imagine; 
but I all along depended upon the fecrctary’s integrity, and that another expe¬ 
dient was forming which wou’d have been much more confident with his honour 
and profit; and you may remember, that when I was apprehenfive of lord 
Townfhend’s being fent to Ireland, I expreffed my concern, and hoped the 
fecretary wou’d never be the advifer of it. All I (hall fay further is, that I am 
afraid he will find himfelf trick’d by a man, who tho* fo unreafonable in his 
pretenfions, has the fmalleft intereft of any one that’s admitted to his majefty’s 
council board. Forgive me dear fir, for taking up fo much of your time; 
but I fhould think myfelf unworthy the future favour of Mr. Stanhope, if I 
flattered him, or forboie to let him know things as they are: perhaps thofe who 
have greater expectations from him, will be cautious how they do this; but 
1 fhall allways chufe to give a faithful! account of things, tho’ di [agreeable, rather 
than one filled with falfehood and flattery. One thing I muft not omit, which is, 
that Mr. Micklethwaite has offered wagers, that Mr. Walpole will be out in 
thirty days; but notwithftanding his imprudence, I will pray that he, lord 
Townfliend, and Mr. Stanhope may unite and remain what they have long 
been, a terror to king George's enetnys ; if they do not, I fhall cxpefcl a long 
continuance of the prefent diforder and difeontent, tho’ I affure you, that 
will be to no one upon earth more dilagreeable than to dear fir, 
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1714101720. 
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1716. 


CHARLES STANHOPE TO THOMAS BRERETON. 

Reproves him for his mifiaking the motives of fecretary Stanhope’s conduit, 
and for his ill-judged zeal.—Confiders the removal of lord Toxvn/hend to the 
lord lieutenancy of Ireland, a promotion, not a difgrace. 


Harrington I Have received your two letters, and am, I confefs, concerned to 
Papers. £ n( j y 0ur zea i f or t he public not fo well dire&ed, as I am fatisfied it might 
have been, by thofe you have lately converfed with, had they thought it for 
their advantage to have it fo; but as I never pretend to make converts againft 
people’s inclinations, I lhall wave talking deeply with you upon this fubjeft, 
and endeavour always to agree with you in things more indifferent to us 
both. I cannot, however, but take notice, that the turn you fay you ufed in 
excufe of the fecretary, for I think you do not fay you m‘ade it yourfelf, 
might full as well have been let alone, fince it is founded upon a groundlefs 
fuppofition, and which at the fame time is very prejudicial, and as I think of 
things, injurious to the king, for whofe honour and intereft all fides would, I 
thought, have willingly been fuppofed to have a regard. I believe, when you 
are as cool as I am, you will fee as I do, that what you call this prodigious 
change in the miniftry, is the removal of one man from a great place to a 
greater; the reft which is done, being only the advancement of fome perfons, 
who have deferved well of their country, and are unexceptionable to all: and 
this without the turning out of any one man; and that the fall of ftocks, 
which you mention in both your letters, and fay that by that the refentment 
of the city is fhewn upon this occafion, tho’ uncertain from whence it pro¬ 
ceeds, yet certainly amounts to not one per cent, which you know very often 
happens without any reafon at all. Nor will I, till you are cooler, pretend to 
prove to you, that a king may without injuftice, and fuch as ought to be re- 
fented by all good fubje&s, remove one fubjeft from a good poll: to a better, 
unlefs he fhall at the fame time explain to that fervant, and to all his fellow 
fervants the reafons why he thought it for his fervice that it foould be fo. 
If it is fuggefted that more removes are intended, I can affure you there are 
perfons of your acquaintance in England, who know better; and if they dif- 
guife it from the world, they do not ufe that candour they have been thought 
to be matters of.- As to the infinuations in your letter concerning the fecre¬ 
tary, fince we are upon a foot of freedom together, and telling our private 
.thoughts, I cannot help obferving to you, that it is in no refpeft becoming 

you 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. , 53 

you to give into them. I need not mention his chara&er in the world, which Period II. 
doubtlefs will be able to fupport itfelf. But fhall conclude this long letter 1 7 1 4 t01 7 2 °» 
with acquainting you, that I have obeyed your commands to the prince, who 1717. 
was glad to hear you was well, as I fhall be to find you fo in England, and to 
end all thefe variances of opinion, which feem reducible into a very narrow 
compafs, over a bottle of true hermitage. Being, &c. 



SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Complains that his conduct has been mifapprehended.—Dejires him to ufe his 
influence with lord Townjhend to accept the lord lieutenancy of Ireland .—■ 
jfuflijies his own conduit. 

DEAR SIR, Hanover, Jan. i, 1717. 

J Have received the favour of your two letters of the 12 th of December, and Harrington; 

am very forry to find, that what I judged and meant as a fervice to my ^ a P ers ‘ 
lord Townfhend, is refented in the manner it is. I delivered my lord Draught . 
Townfhend’s letter to the king; and inftead of reprefenting his lordfhip’s re- 
fufal to his prejudice, I have procured his majefty’s commands to repeat this 
offer to his lordfhip, and I rather choofe to mention it to you, than to write di- 
refilly to his lordfhip as yet. In the mean time I am commanded to acquaint 
you, that Ireland will be kept open till the king comes to England, and I cannot 
help telling you, that I think you cannot do your king, your country, and my 
lord Townfhend a more fignal fervice, than by prevailing with his lordfhip to 
accept of it. If you can fuggeft to me any method by which it may ftill more 
plainly and evidently appear, that the king’s intention and dcfire was, that he 
fhould be lord lieutenant of Ireland; I {hall be obliged to you, and will cer¬ 
tainly convince you, that you have judged hardly of your humble fervant, 
in fuppofing it was not meant fo. I do not write to my lord, becaufe I fear, 
that any thing which comes from me, at this time, will only irritate. But I do 
pray you to communicate to him, what I have in command from his majefty, 
in relation to this bufinefs. I have as juft a value for old friends as is pof- 
fible, and I cannot, I confefs, difcover that I have been guilty of a breach of 
friendfhip, in procuring the offer of Ireland, at a time when the king was de¬ 
termined he fhould not be fecretary. 

I wifh it had been as eafy for me to have got ridd of my office of fecretary, 

as 
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Period II. as I will venture to affirm, it was impoffible to have kept lord Townfhend fo, 
1714101720 . Q U g^ t e j t jj er j n m y own name or j n the name of the whiggifh party, to have 
1717, told the king, that my lord Townfhend muft continue to be fecretary of date, 
or that I, nor any other of our friends, would have any thing to do. I really 
have not yet learnt to fpeak fuch language to my mafter; and I think a king 
is very unhappy, if he is the only man in the nation, who cannot challenge any 
friend ih ip from thofe of his fubjefts, whom he thinks fit to employ. I think 
more is not required from a man in behalf of his friend, than in behalf of him- 
felf. And I can affure you, that it would be impoffible for me to bring myfelf 
to tell the king I won’t ferve him, unlefs he give me juft the employment which 
I like beft,. tho’ at the fame time he either gives or continues to me an em¬ 
ployment much more honourable and beneficial than that which I had a fancy 
for. You alarm me, and I fear with too much truth, with the confequences 
of this ftep, which may prove very fatal, and create a divifion amongft the 
whiggs. But pray, at whofe door muft this refentment be laid ? I hope that 
you will grow cooler on your fide; that even my lord Townfhend will facri- 
fice his refentment to the public good. And I would then gladly know what 
caufe or colour of uneafinefs there can be to any honeft man. I heartily wifh 
you may well confider allcircumftances, and promote that union amongft well 
meaning men, which is neceffary. No one man in the world can do fo much 
good as yourfelf; and give me leave to fay, no one man will, I think, have 
more to anfwer for to his country, if you do not heartily endeavour to make 
up thefe breaches. That I have never been wanting in any kind of friendly 
office to you, I am perfedtly confcious to myfelf; and I am fure, that my in- 
tereft, as well as inclination, lead me to wifh the continuance of a friendfhip I 
ever valued. Pray excufe me to your brother Horace, to whom I am lin- 
cerely a well wilher, though he be very angry with me. I am. See. 

SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROEERT WALPOLE. 

Denies that any other removal is intended-.—Hopes that he will have no thoughts 
of quitting his place in the treafury> and trujls that their jrienifiip will 
continue. 

DEAR SIR, Hanover, Jan. 3, 1716—17. 

Harrington J-JAVING fent by laft poll an anfwer to your letters of the 12th inftant; 
Papers. this ferves chiefly to cover a duplicate of the fame letter which goes by a 

Draught, meffenger for fear of accidents. Upon reading over your- letters again, X 
wonder what could induce you to make ufe of one expreffion. You caution 

us 
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tees to ftopp our hands, and to proceed no further in changes, when both lord Period n. 
Sunderland and I had told you in the ftrongeft terms we could, that no other 1 7 ’ 4 1:01 7 2 °; 
alteration was thought of, or intended; unlefs your quitting your employment 1717, 
fliould have made it abfolutely neceffary to fill it. At the fame time, I think 
I could not exprefs in words more flrong than I did, how much I defired 
that might not happen. Notwithftanding the paffion you were in when you 
writt, I am very glad you expreffed no thoughts of leaving the king’s fervice, 
and I will even flatter myfelf that you will Hill prevail upon lord Townfhend to 
accept Ireland, and that we may continue to live and aft for the king’s fervice, 
with the fame friendfhip and union which has been. I think it more refpe 61 - 
full to my lord Townfhend, that I fhould not write to him to acquaint h'm 
with the king’s repeating the offer of Ireland, till I hear from you, who are 
more likely to prevail. I am, &c. 

SECRETARY STANHOPE TO SECRETARY METHUEN. 

Requeffs him to continue in office .— Reprefents the ill confequences which muff 
refult from his refignation~—and entreats him to uje his injluence to prevail 
on lord Townfhend to accept the lord lieutenancy.—Declares that the king 
would rather abdicate , than reinjlate lord Townjlund. 

DEAR SIR, Hanover, Jan. 13, 1716—17. 

J Am favoured with three private letters from you, two of the 12th and Harrington 
one of the 14th of December. The intercepted letters are indeed very . Fa P ers * 
curious, and you may depend upon it, that I will take particular care draught. 
to bring over every one that has been fent hither; and I have informed Private. 
his majefty, that you will continue the method my lord Townfhend had taken 
in relation to this fecret correfpondence. As to the bufinefs of the Scotch 
fignet, you have certainly done very right. The duke of Roxburghe had 
writ to me about it, and I had yefterday received the king’s commands before 
your letter came. I am forry that Pringle fuffers by this, and flrall be ex¬ 
tremely glad if he can fuggeft any proper thing for hiinfelf, which I. do allure 
you, I will very heartily endeavour to procure for him. 

As to your other letter concerning yourfelf, I am more at a lofs how to under¬ 
hand, or how to anfwer it. What I have writ to you in my publick difpatch of 
this day, will fuflkiently inform you of the king’s fentiments touching you, and 
how little difpofed he is to take any thing you have writ amifs. He defires 
and expefts you will continue where you are, and every thing you fay to excufe 

x st yourfelf. 
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Period II. yourfelf, is a farther argument for the king to wilh it. I am but too fenfible 
1714101720 . o f t ^ e TOan y diffieultys the king is like to labour under, and I proteft before 
1717. God, that no confideration upon earth, but my attachment to his majefty, 
would engage me to go on in this life. But I do really think, that one does 
owe fomething to one’s prince, and to fo good a prince. He thinks fit to re¬ 
move one fervant from a worfe to a better poll. Is this a re.afon for others 
to abandon'him? I am fure, that if it had happened to yourfelf to be turned 
out, and without any colour of reafon, you would not in your own cafe, let your 
xefentment carry you to any indecent behaviour, much lefs would you fpirit up 
mankind to fuch divifions, as mult end in the deftru&ion of your country, if 
not prevented. Do fome people expect by their behaviour to force the king 
to make my lord Townlhend fecretary again ? if they do, they dont know 
him; if they do not, what do they propofe? I writ laft night to Walpole, by 
the king’s command, and repeated the offer of Ireland to my lord Townlhend. 
Whoever wifhes well to his king, to his country, and to my lord Townlhend, 
ought to perfuade him Hill to accept of it. I hope Walpole, upon cooler 
thoughts, will ufe his endeavours to this end, and Ireland will be kept open till 
the king’s return. If you have any intereft or credit with them, for God’s 
fake make ufe of it upon this occafion. They may poflibly unking their 
- mailer, or (which I do before God think very polfible) make him abdicate 
England; but they will certainly not force him to make my lord Townlhend 
fecretary. I will not enter into the reafons which have engaged the king to 
take this meafure, but ’tis taken, and I will afk any whigg, whether the differ¬ 
ence to the public between one man’s being fecretary,,or lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, is of fuch confequence, that we ought to hazard every thing for the 
refentment of one man? Pardon me, dear fir, for venting myfelf thus freely. 
I am writing to one of the very few honeft men of our country, and ’tis to 
fuch that we mull owe our falvation, if we are to be faved. The king will fet 
out in ten days; God willing. I am ever, &c. 


M. DE 
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M. DE SLINGELANDT* TO LORD TOWNSHEND. ‘ Period II. 

1714W1720, 

Expreffes his regret . that lord Townfhend had declined the lord lieutenancy oj '—■— 
Ireland.—Trujlsand hopes that he will not withdraw from the public fervice; l 7 l 7 % 

and defcribes the ill conferences of fuch a conduit. 

MY LORD, a la Haye le 5 Jan. 1716—17. 

D ABORD que j’ai appris la nouvelle de votre demiffion, j’en etois fi Townfliendt 
frappe que j’hefitois, fi je garderois le filence, ce que 1 ’amide dont Papers, 
vous m’honorez fembloit ne pas me permettre; ou fi je vous ecrivois; 
bien affure que votre demiffion ne peut etre attribute qu’a une intrigue 
de cour, ou a la mefintelligence entre le roy et le prince; et la voyant d’ailleurs 
accompagnee d’une demonftration autentique de la consideration que le roy 
continue d’avoir pour vous, en vous off rant un pofte de tant de confiance et 
d’honneur, que la vice-royaute d’lrlande, j’etois incertain de quel oeil vous 
regardriez ce changement; quoique je ne puiffe le regarder que comme pre- 
judiciable au bien des affaires, tant de votre pais que du notre; connoiffant e,t 
vos talens et vos principes. Mais depuis que j’ai appris que vous refufez la i 
vice-royaute, je ne puis plus douter que vous ne regardiez ce changement 
eomme une difgrace, et comme une raifon de vous eloigner de la cour et des 
affaires. 

Je vous avoue my lord, que cela m’a caufe une veritable douleur, car 
quoique vos fendmens ne foient trop connus pour craindre, que vous foyez 
capable d’agir par un principe de reffentiment; le roi n’en fera pas moins 
prive d’un confeiller de votre fuffifance et capacite, ct la divifion entre lcs 
principaux membres du bon parti (divifion dont les fuites font tant a craindre) 
ne s’en augmentera pas moins, et fe terminera peut etre en fchifme declare. 

C’efl du moins ce que nous autres etrangers apprehendons, ct ce que les enne- 
mis de votre conftitution foubaitent. C’efl a la verite un doux plaifir de le 
faire rcgrettcr par ceux de meme dont on croit avoir fouffert du tort; mais 
vous ne pouvcz pas vous faire regrettcr, my lord, fans que le publique en 
fouffre d’avance; et je vous connois trop d’amour pour le bien public, pour 
ne pas facrifier a cct amour tout ce que pourroit flatter votre amour propre. 

C’eft pour toutes ces confiderations, qu’ufant du privilege que l’amitiedonne, 
jeprens la liberte de vous fupplier, my lord, de ne pas vousrendre inutile a votre 
roi et a votre patrie, mais au contraire de. donner en cette rencontre une preuve' 
eclatante que rien ne peut vous detoumer d’employcr les grands talens dont 

* A leading man in th,e republic, afterwards penfionary of Holland, , 

Dieu 
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Period II. ]}ieu vous a donne, au veritable ufage pour le quel vous les avez rccuq c’eft 
i7i4toi72Q .^ au f erv ^ ce publique. L’on vient de figner l’alliance avec la France. 
rj 17. Elle peut avoir d’heureufes fuites, fi vous demeurez bienunis en Argbterre; 
fans quoi vous perdrez votre credit iqi, et cefferez aufli bien que nous d’etre 
jrelpedlable a la France.- 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO M. SLINGELANDT. 

Tindicates his conduEl againfl the charge of delaying the fignature of the al¬ 
liance with France..—Of caballing with the duke of Argyle.—Of fupporting 
the interefs of the prince of Wales in oppoftion to the king.—And of conn- 
teraBing the fcheme of northern politics. 

SIR, Jan. I— 12, 1716—17. 

"Townfliend I Have receiv’d tbe honour of your letter, and much oblig’d to you for tbe 
ya P ers> kind part you are pleas’d to take in my late difgrace; the friendship which 
Draught, you exprefs upon this occafion, cannot but be the more valuable to me, for 
thofe fentiments -of honour and publick fpiritednefs, with which I find it ani¬ 
mated-; and it is no fmall fatisfaClion to me to refleCt, that as long as I fteddily 
purfue thefe good ends (which I have ever efteem’d to be their own great re¬ 
ward) I fhall have the pleafure, in fpite of the malicious endeavours of my ene¬ 
mies, to fecure to rnyfelf the friendfhip of one, whofe favourable opinion, I 
look upon as the moft honourable teftimony my a&ions can receive. That ill. 
impreffions, therefore, occafioned by flying reports, may not rob me of any 
part of fo valuable a friendfhip, I fhall take the liberty to communicate to you, 
■under the greateft confidence, all the caufes of my late difgrace that have yet 
been alledg’d, and are come to my knowledge; which are of fuch a nature as 
will, I flatter rnyfelf, make it eafy for me to juftify to you, the refolution I have 
taken, of declining the offer made me of the lieutenancy of Ireland. 

Thefirft occafion of the king’s expreffing any difpleafure againfl me (that I 
know of) was for fending over the full powers to lord Cadogan and Mr. Wal¬ 
pole, drawn up in general terms, without making exprefs mention of the treaty 
•with France; which omiflion, having been laid hold of by the abbe du Bois, 
as a pretence for his delaying to fign the treaty, was reprefented to his majefly 
as contriv’d by me, on purpofe to gain time, till the States could be ready to 
fign in conjunction with Great Britain; and thus I was once more to fuffer for 
too great a complyance with Holland. I muff confefs, that in my own private 
opinion, I thought what was done by Mr. Stanhope and the abbe du Bois at 

Hanover, 



Original correspondence. 




Hanover, made it unneceflary for us to fign feparately again at the Hague; and . Period ! 
that it would carry a much better appearance for the minifters of his majefty and 
the States to fign the treaty at one and the fame time. But his majefty having 1-717. 
exprefled his pleafure otherwife, without ever defiring to know my fentiments 
as to this point, I did not offer my opinion to the contrary, and was fo far from 
defigning (by fuch a pitiful artifice and evafion) to elude the king’s intentions, 
that I made no manner of doubt, but the treaty would have been figned di~ 
refitly, in virtue of thofe full powers, which were allow’d to be fufficient by 
monfieur d’Iberville, lord Cadogan, and all who are verfed in forms of that na¬ 
ture. And indeed the true reafon of my choofing to have them drawn in ge¬ 
neral terms, was, that if the king fhould think it neceffary to have his minifters 
fign feperately, before thofe of the States, that feperate inftrument might (ac¬ 
cording to his majefty’s intentions) be afterwards perfectly funk upon our 
figning alltogether, and no footfleps of any fuch order appear in the full 
powers whenever they fhould come to be made publick together with the treaty. 
However, upon the firft intimation of the abbe’s objection, without waiting 
for his majefty’s. orders, I immediately procur’d a new full power in the form 
defin’d by the abbe, and gott it pafs’d through the feveral offices, and difpatch’d 
in one day’s time. My conduct therefore in this particular, was fo clear and fo 
juftifiable, that my enemies-failed in this attempt; for upon a full reprefentation 
of thefe fafts to his majefty, he was pleas’d to exprefs himfelf entirely fatisfied. 

Another reafon of his majefty’s difpleafure, I am told, has been my fuppos’d 
caballing with the duke of Argyll, and undertaking to procure his reconciliation 
with the king; in relation to which, I can fafely affirm, that fince the king’s 
leaving England, I have never had the leaft convcrfation with the duke of 
Argyll (otherwife than accidentally at court, in the eye and hearing of every 
body) except once at his requeft, from which he parted highly diffatisfied with 
my brother Walpole and me, for having tutour’d him (as he called it) for two 
hours together. And indeed, the whole fubject of our convention was to 
convince him, that the only poffible method for him ever to hope to recover 
the king’s favour, was to ffiew an entire fubmillion to his majefty, and to be¬ 
have himfelf without any figns of refentment in parliament; not undertaking 
however, either direffiy or indire&ly to effeft his reconciliation upon thefe or 
any other terms; and all the reprefentation that ever was made in his behal$ 
was only this, that when my brother Horace Walpole was fent by the prince 
to Hanover, I defired him to tell Mr. Stanhope in confidence,"that I thought 
it would facilitate the king’s fervice in parliament, if the duke of Argyll’s family 

and 
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Period II. and dependants were not made abfolutely defperate, but had fome diftant hopes 
i^ l4 .. t0 -i 72 ° *given them, that upon behaving themfelves well in parliament, there would be 
ijij, a poffibility of their meriting his majefty’s favour again; which however, I defircd 
might be left to Mr. Stanhope to mention to the king, or wholely to drop as 
he fhould think moll advifeable. 

But the laft and blacked: imputation is what is contain’d in a letter, which 
I have feen, under lord Sunderland’s own hand, of the fame date with thofe 
which brought my difmiffion, in which he direfilly charges the lord chancellor, 
my brother Walpole, and me, with having entered into engagements with the 
prince and duke of Argyll, and form’d defigns againft the king’s authority. 
The fatall confequences of any mifunderftanding between the king and prince 
are fo very obvious, and the bare infinuation of fuch a defign as is implied in 
lord Sunderland’s letter, is a charge of fo high and extenfxve a nature, that it 
is hard to conceive how fo much villany and infatuation could polfefs the 
heart of any man as to fuggeft fuch an infamous accufation, not only without 
' evidence, but without the leaft colour or pretence. Since it will be eafy to 
make it appear from every ftep of the prince’s behaviour, that he has con¬ 
fined himfelf ftriftly to the limitations prefcrib’d by the king his father; and 
that he has never exercifed the leaft power of any kind without taking re- 
fpe&ive opinions and advice of thofe in whofe hands the king thought fitt to 
leave the feveral offices and departments of public bufinefs. And confider- 
ing the mifreprefentations under which, I with feveral others of his majefty’s 
fervants, had the misfortune to labour with the prince, at the time when the 
king left England, I cannot but think it a particular fervice to his majefty’s 
affairs, as well as my own great happinefs, that I found means by my affiduity 
with the prince, to efface thofe ill impreffions which had been given him of me, 
and which mull otherwife have prov’d a great obftruftion to the public fer¬ 
vice. And I defy my lord Sunderland, or any one elfe, to produce one 
fxngle inftance of my having made an ill ufe of the confidence with which his 
royal highnefs was pleas’d to honour me, or of the prince’s having invaded 
the regal prerogative in any the minuteft branch, or having deviated in any 
particular of his behaviour, fince his majefty’s leaving England, from that en¬ 
tire duty and fubmiffion which he ought always to ftxew towards the king his 
father; and I muft own to you, that inftead of expefling this unjuft and fcan- 
dalous imputation (which if true, would require much harder ufage than what 
I have met with) I had the vanity to think, that no fervice which I ever per¬ 
form’d to his majefty, was equally meritorious with that of having had fome 

fmall 
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fmall fhare in cultivating in his royal highnefs thofe good difpofitions, 'which Period ] 
alone could have made the king and the nation eafy during his majefty’s ! 71 ^ 1:01 ^ 
abfence. 1717. 

You will not wonder, therefore, if when inftead of having thefe fond ex- 
pe&ations anfwer’d, I found myfelf removed from being fecretary, and this 
removal grounded on a charge of the higheft nature, by a perfon fo near the 
king as lord Sunderland; I thought it no ways confident with my reputation, 
to accept of the offer his majefly was pleas’d to make me of the lieutenancy of 
Ireland, which poft I muft have refufed at any other ume; my private affairs 
not permitting me to remove to Ireland, any more than common honefty 
would, allowing me to putt the profits of that employment in my pocket, with¬ 
out going over to do the duty’s of it. So that upon the whole, I dm fatisfied 
you will agree with me in thinking, that after being turn’d out of the fe- 
cretary’s office in fuch a manner, my accepting the lieutenancy of I reland, 
under the circumftances abovemention’d, would have appear’d to the world 
like a confeflion of fome degree of guilt, and a tacit compounding fot pardon; 
which far from enabling me to ferve my country, muft have robb’d me of all 
means of ever doing good hereafter, either in a private or public ftation. 

Thefe are all the reafons I have yet heard alledg’d for my difgrace. Lord 
Sunderland, indeed, did fometime ago write me a letter in one of his frenzy 
fitts, in which he lays down very extraordinary notions, and fuch doubts as 
be will find very impra&icable as far as they relate to this country, upon the 
fubjeH of the northern affairs: but I made him no anfwer to his letter, and 
having never been acquainted with the king’s fcheme as to thofe affairs, neither 
in whole or in part, I fuppofe I am not puniffi’d for not acquiclcing in what was 
never yet communicated to me. However, though thefe are the topics given out 
by my enemies, I am far from thinking that they are the true and originall 
caufes of my difgrace. I believe the duchefs of Munfter, Mr. Bernftoff and Mr. 
Robethon, could give a much more exaft and authentic account of the real 
caufes that produced this event, if they thought it as much for their own fer- 
vice, as it might be for my credit to have the whole myftery of this alteration 
•laid open. 

I hope what has been faid, will be fufficient to convince you, that I have not 
foitherto a£ied upon a principle of private paffion and refentment on this oc- 
cafion; and I promife you faithfully, that nothing of that kind, fhall ever with 
me, ftand in cofnpetion with the good of the public, or with that defireable 
■union, on which that publick good is founded. 

VOL. II. PART 11. 
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16a MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Period II. My duty, my honour, and my intereft, do all of them attach me to the ting 
^ 7 I 4 t Q I 7 2 ° - an d y s f erv i ce . one undutyful aftion towards him, or my oppofing his real fer- 
1717. vice in the minuteft particular, would be giving the lye to all I have been doing, 
ever fince I came into the world. I beg you would communicate this letter 
* Heinfius. to no foul living, except it be to our common friend the penfionary. * 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

General difcontent at lord Townfhend's removal.—Sanguine expectations of the 
tories, Jacobites , and 'difcontented whigs. — Stanhope's dependants , lufy and 
impertinent.—Requejls that no further offer of the lord lieutenancy may be 
made to lord Town/hend till the king's return. 

DEAR SIR, London, Jan. 1—12, 1716—17. 

Have the favour of your’s of the lft inftant, N. S. and am glad to find you 
feem to be in a little better temper than you were, and believe me, if you 
■were here, you would be ten times more fenfible, than any reprefentations 
from hence can poffibly make of the ill effeHs of what is a doing. The uni- 
verfal difcontent and apprehenfions of all that wifh well, is more than can be 
expefiled, and I doe allure you, this is not owing to any induftry or endea¬ 
vours of thofe that may be thought more nearly concerned. The fpiritt of 
the tories and jacobites is at the fame time reviv’d beyond meafure, and has 
had this effe6l allready, that fummonfes are fent into all parts of England to 
make a general mufter, when ’tis certain they had no thoughts before of 
giving any trouble this feflions; I muft farther acquaint you, that the difcon¬ 
tented whigs flatter themfelves, that the game is now their own, and are dif- 
pofingand dividing of all the employments with an air of authority, which you 
may eafily imagine, gives great creditt and weight to thofe in poffeffion. I 
cannot'forbear telling you, that fome immediate creatures and dependants of 
your’s, are the molt bufy and impertinent in all parts of the town; I have faid 
thus much in fhort, that you may be truely inform’d of the ftate of affairs. 
If you have any other accounts from hence, you are abus’d, and depend upon 
it,-you will find the fenfe of every man in England of any confideratlon, that 
you ever had any efteem for, or that deferves the leaft regard, to be the fame. 

When I have faid this, I will not enter into any reafoning or argumentation 
with you at this diftance, but think, you muft be fenfible, that a great deal of 
what you fay, is not to be fupported in a converfation betwixt old freinds. We 
. very well underftand the language of minifters, but when this, matter comes to 
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'be canvafs’d with freedom and liberty, you will be fenfible of more than ’tis 
proper to write. 

In the mean time, as to what immediately concerns my lord Townfhend, I 
mull only beg at prefent, that you will prevent a fecond hardfhip being putt 
upon him, by a fecond ofFer of the lieutenancy of Ireland, and fince you 
fay, that the king commanded you to acquaint me, that Ireland fhall be kept 
open till his majefty comes into England, there can be no difficulty in this, 
or at leaft no neceffity of doing any thing till his Majeftie’s arrivall. 

You will give me leave to think it a little hard when you fay, no one man 
will have more to anfwer for to his country, than I may have. I agree with 
you, if I do not honeftly endeavour to make up thefe breaches, I fhall be very 
much to blame; but if what has been done, or is {till to be fear’d, have or fhall 
make that impoffible, the weight will fall elfewhere, and be a burthen too 
heavy to bear. Lett me ufe your own words; you muff grow cooler 
on your fide, confider all circumftances, and remember that in England, the 
manner of doing things is often more to be regarded than the thing is itfelf, 
and I am confident I fhall be able to convince you when we meet, that 
my lord Townfhend’s cafe can be confider’d in no other light. I can give 
no advice, but repeat what I faid before; take care that nothing more be done, 
till you are upon the fpott: I think you will alter your fentiments with the 
climate, if you have not drank deeper of the bowle than I am willing to be¬ 
lieve. For as I lived with you fo many years in intimacy and freindfhip, I 
fhall be glad ftill to live and dye upon that foot, and fhall with great pleafure 
fee you deliver’d from imputations, it would grieve you to think of. I will 
do my part, and if you will do yours, it feems poffible to retrieve the moft 
fatall Hep, that ever was taken: that all may go well, is my fincere wifhes, 
and I am, with all poffible truth dear fir, your moft faithfull humble fervant. 


Period II. 
1714101720, 

'-- —~J 

1717. 


SECRETARY STANHOPE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Will follow his advice not to make any further offer of the lord lieutenancy to 
lord Townfhend.—Is ready with lord Sunderland to conciliate matters.— 

Earneffly entreats him to prevail on lord Townfhend to comply.—And promifes 
in the king's name , to permit his lordfhip in due time to exchange that place 
for another.—fufiifes his own conduB. 

DEAR SIR, Hague, January the 16th, 1717* 

J Have received this morning the favour of your’sof the lft inftant, O. S. and S pape°,£ C 

I fhall follow the advice you are pleafed to give me, of writing nothing to — 1 — 

• y 2 lord C ° }y ' 



164 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period II. 
1714101720 
1 — — ■ 

1717, 


lord Townfhend touching Ireland, which as I told you, his majefty will keep 
' open till his arrival. Since you feem to lay a greater ftrefs upon the manner 
in which this offer was made than upon the thing itfelf, I hope you have been 
turning it in your thoughts, how any thing which may have been taken amifs 
in the manner, may be fet right; and whenever you will be pleafed to fuggeft 
any thing of that kind, which may be confident with the king’s dignity, and 
the firm refolution he has taken of fupporting what he has done, I fhall moft 
willingly and heartily employ my belt endeavours to make my lord Town¬ 
fhend eafy, and fo will my lord Sunderland. But tbo’ I will not repeat to my 
lord Townfhend, in the king’s name, the offer of Ireland, till you allow me fo 
to doe, I mull, and doe for the king’s fake, for that of the whiggs, and of my 
lord Townfhend himfelf, moft earneftly repeat to you my entreaties, that you 
will difpofe my lord Townfhend to accept of it. I am at liberty to affure 
you, in the king’s name, that when my lord Townfhend fhall have accepted 
of Ireland, if in fix months or in a twelvemonth, he fhould like better fome 
other poft at home in the cabinet council, that his majefty will very readily 
approve of any fcheme that his fervants fhall concert for placing my lord 
Townfhend where he fhall like. At the fame time, I have procured liberty 
from the king, to declare thus much to you. Believe me dear Walpole, when 
I fwear it to you, that I doe not think it poffible for all the men in England 
to prevaile upon the king to readmit my lord Townfhend into his fervice, upon 
any other terms than of complying with the offer made of Ireland. The king 
will exaQ. from him this mark of duty and obedience. I doe affure you, that 
I am not at prefent in a paffion, 1 tell you very coolly what in my confcience 
I think, I leave it to you to make fuch ufe as you {hall think fitt of this very 
true information; and I will hope, that being thus informed, you will prevent 
things from being pufhed to extremities, which I dread to think of. 

For God’s fake, is not a lord'lieutenant of Ireland of the cabinet council? 
has he not the fame accefs to the king, whenever he pleafes, as any other mi- 
nifter whatfoever ? will not my lord Townfhend’s talents, and the juft efteem 
which every body in the council muft have for him, give him a fhare in bufi- 
nefs, for ought I know greater, I am fure at leaft, lefs invidious than he had 
I before ? will not he be conftantly in the way of effacing, by his behaviour, any 
impreffions made to his prejudice? if I were not ftill fincerely a well wifher 
to his lordfhip, and did rfot think it probable, that I fhould again live well 
with him, I would not prefs you at this rate upon this point; I would quietly 
fuffer him to indulge his refentment, which muft end in the ruin of his and his 
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friends intereft at court, as long as this king lives, which, give me leave to tell Period. II. 

you, he is like to do many years. / _. ^ 

As to the apprehenfions you mention* to have been very general of a change* 1717. 
you know as well as I, what foundation there has been for them* and whether 
the refufal of my lord Townfhend has not given occafion to them. I will 
not imagine* fince you fay it* that any of your friends have ufed any induftry 
or endeavours to begett fuch a ferment. I will rather hope, that you* know¬ 
ing with fo much certainty, that not one remove was intended by the king, 
will have endeavoured to quiet and calm this ill grounded jealoufy. I doe 
not know that I have any creatures or dependants, whofe behaviour I can 
govern, or be anfwerable for, but this I know, that I have not direSly or 
indire&ly, either myfelf or by any other.perfon, writt or caufed to be writt 
one fyllable fince this bufinefs has been on foot, except to yourfelf, and once 
to Mr. Methuen. I know not what you mean by having drank deep of the 
bowle, I have already acquainted you with what I judge and know to be the 
king’s fentiments upon this bufinefs. .-Whilft I am his fervant, I will, to the 
utmoft of my ability, fupport his dignity, which, amongft many other good 
things, I have learnt to do from lord Townlhend; and I ftiall not in fo doing, 
value or fear any imputation. It will appear to the world ii> due time, 
whether any motive of ambition or intereft has governed me in this bufinefs, 
and whether I hadd not moft effeftually ferved thofe who are at prefent moft 
angry with me, if their own paflion did not hinder the good effe6ts of what 
was well defxgoed. I have, dear Walpole, a very‘clear confcie'uce^ andwhilft 
I am confcious to myfelf of well doing, I have learnt to be very cafy in mind, 
whatever other people think of me. I am, with great truth, &c. 


BARON DE WASSENAAR DUVENVOIRDE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Excufes Sunderland and Stanhope.—Represents the danger to be apprehended from 
a divifion among the whigs.—Exhorts him to accept the lord lieutenancy . 

MY LORD, De la Hayc ce 19 de Jan.' 1717. 

^TTRIBUEZ toujours, s’il vous plaift a mon zele pour le bien public et Townfliend 
a mon attachement d ce qui vous reguarde, la liberte que je prens de P a P ers * 
vous entretenir fur un fuje£t dans lequel je ne devrois pas me mefler fans ces 
confiderations. . J’ay eu journellement des converfations avec my lord Sunder¬ 
land et M. Stanhope depuis qu’ils font a la Haye, et tres particulteremept au- 
jourdhui qu’ils ont difnez chez moy. J1 feroit,inutile de vousparler de leurs 

fentimens. 
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Period IT. f ent " iraens i puifque M. Stanhope les a mandez amplement a M. Walpole; per- 
1714*01720. mittez moy de vous dire, que conime je leur parle le plus fortement que je 
puis, fur le danger de brouiller le bon parti, je crois devoir vous en entretenir 
auffi, en vous fuppliant d’en bien pefer les confequences. La malheureufe 
diffenfion vient par de faux reports, dont ees Meffieurs s’excufent, et pretend- 
ent que le roy a apris par d’autres les fujets qui l’ont portez a faire ce qu’il a 
fait. S. M. peut s’eftre determinee fans un mur examen de chofes; mas aiant 
pris fon parti, on croit que fa dignite et le point d’honneur ne veulent pas, 
qu’elle aie le dementi de ce qu’elle a fait, mais qu’eftant mieux eclaircie, elle 
peut entierement vous rendre fes bonnes graces. Les deux Meffieurs m’affeur- 
ent, que S. M. eft dans cette difpofition, et qu’eux le fouhaitent et le defirent 
tres ardement, s’offrant dy’contribuer de tout leur pouvoir. I Is m’affeurent 
auffi, que fi vous avez la complaifance de ceder en ceci a la volonte du roy en 
acceptant la viceroiaute d’lrlande; S. M. vous donnera dans peu de temps 
toutes les marques de fa faveur, que vous voudrez demander ou fouhaiter. 

Je vous repete encor, my lord, ce que j'ay pris la liberte de vous dire dans 
ma precedente, que fi vous pouviez vous refoudre d'accepter la viceroiaute, 
vous feriez dans peu de temp en eftat de faire voir la fauffete de ce qu’on a 
dit contre vous a S. M. de vous remettre dans fa confiance, et d’avoir plus de 
credit que vous n’avez jamais eu, a la honte de ceus qui vous ont nui, et qui 
feroient peut eftre bien aife, que vous priffiez le parti oppofe, en vous retirant, 
ou temoignant du mecontentement. Pardonnez a mon zele et au devouement 
avec lequel j’ai I’honneur d’eftre, &c. 

BARON DE WASSENAAR DUVENVOIRDE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Apologizes for Sunderland and Stanhope.—Informs him of the king’s kind in¬ 
tentions.—Renews his folicitations to accept the lord lieutenancy. 

MY LORD, Dela Haye ce 26 Jan. 1717. 

Townthend TE me fuis trouve honore ce matin par celle que vous avez eu la bonte 
Papers. J ^ m ’£ cr i re i e tl d$ ce mois V. S. je crois prefqu’ inutile que je vous 
parle d’avantage fur la malheureufe divifion que va caufer dans le bon parti 
ce qui vous eft arrive, puifque le roy peut eftre arrive a Londre devant celle ci, 
et que vous ferez eclairci par le roy mefme, et par M. de Bernfdorf des in¬ 
tentions du roy.a votre eguard. M. de l’Hermitage vous aura deja dit que 
c’eft par I’abus de my lord Cadogan, que je me fuis trompe, quand j’ay mande, 
que vous aviez ecrit en faveur du due d’Argyl. J’efpere que M. de l’Her¬ 
mitage 
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mitage s’eft acquitte de cette commiffion, afin que vous ne croiez pas que my Period II. 
lord Sunderland m’a dit cette fauffete. My lord Cadogan paffant un peu I 1 7 1 4 ^ 0l 7 ^° - 
vifte fur toute chofe n’a pas fait la diftindfion fur l’ecrire, et le meffagequ’a 1717. 
fait de vdtre part M. de Walpole. M. de Stanhope m’a defabufe, des que 
je luy ay mam.e ce que vous aviez ecrit, et en quel termes. 

Mais mon cher my lord, je fouhaite de toute mon ame, que les eclairciffe- 
mens que vous recevrez a l’arrivee du roy pouront faire evanouir les diffen- 
fions. Je f$ais que S. M. eft refolue de vous donner des marques de fon affec¬ 
tion, et de vous faire offrir par M. de Berensdorff tout ce que vous voudrez 
defirer en cas que vous ayez la complaifance prefentement d’accepter la 
viceroiaute d’lrlande. Le vieux miniftre m’a long terns entretenu fur votre 
fujet, et m’a affeure qu’il emploiera tout ce qui dependra de lui de vous rendre 
fatisfait; defirant que pour le prefent vous acceptiezla viceroiaute. En ce 
cas toutes les chofes refteroient dans la mefme fituation, et il n’y auroit aucun 
autre changement dans toutes les charges, que lorfque dans la fuite vous vou- 
driez trocquer la viceroiaute contre quelqu’ autre: toutes ces affurances vous 
feront faites. 

Ce n’eft pas a moy et a vos autres amis d’icy de vous parler de ce 
qui regarde vos interefts, mais pardonnez moi ft je prens la liberte de vous 
dire que nous croions que e'eft l’intereft public que vous vous accomodiez 
a ce que le roy defire, la chofe pouroit eftre confidence dans le monde comme 
un point d’honneur entre S. M. et vous, puifqu’il y a une d^monftration pub- 
lique que le roy conferve pour vous de bonnes intentions, et que ce n’eft que 
par quelqu' accident fans doute mal interprete, que S. M. vous a oftez les 
f^eaux de fecretaire d’Etat, lefquels S. M. croit ne pouvoir vous rendre fans 
faire tort a fa dignite et a fa reputation. My lord Sunderland M. Stanhope 
et M. de Berenfdorf m’ont fort affouree que my lord Sunderland n’a lien con- 
tribue contre vous: j’efpere qu’il pourra vous perfuader de ceci, et que tous 
ceus qu : font interefi'ez dans lalettre qu’il a eu l’imprudence d’ecrire a my lord 
Orford oublient ce qui y eft contenu, afin que la paix et bunion foient re- 
tablies dans le parti, et que les malintentionnez ne profitent point de votre 
defunion. II me femble que cette confideration doit prevaloir contre toute 
autre, mefme contre celle qu’infpire le refentiment le plus jufte. If faudroit 
eftre bien feur de ne pouvoir pas nuire a la bonne caufe ou a la patrie, avant 
que de prendre des mefures qui portent a la diffention entre les amis. La chofe 
eft ft importante, qu’on doit bien la pefer et mefme fans partialite - de crainte 
qu’on rifque. 


Vous 
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Period II. Vous etes fi eclaire et fx fage, my lord, que vous peferez mieux que qui que ce 
i7i4to 1720 . toute c i 10 f e> Dieu veuille que tous enfemble vous preniez Ie parti le plus 
1717.. .avantageus a votre patrie et a la bonne caufe, je fais ce voeu avec d’autant 
plus d’ardeur, que je fuis perfuade que le bonheur de irsa patrie depend de 
celui de l’Angleterre. Je vous demande pardon encor de la liberte que je 
prens de vous entretenir derechef fur cet important fujet; et j'ofe me flatter 
que vous ne le trouvez pas mau-vais; eftant affeurez queje le fais par zele pour 
le bien public et pour le votre en particulier, qui me fera toujours a coeur 
comme le mien propre. 

Je ne vous parle pas des nouvelles, du voi'age du roy, de la negociation 
rompue avec le czar, perfuadez que je fuis que vous en etes entierement inftruit 
par les relations. Nous avons efperez de revoir icy M. de Walpole durant 
■l’abfence demy lord Cadogan.; mais j’aprens qu’il y a un Leathes de Bruffelles 
que nous ne connoiffons guere, qui fera chargez des affaires, s’il y en furvient 
d’importantes nous ferons embaraffez. 13 eft impoffibie d’avoir d’abord con- 
fiance dans une perfonne qu’on ne connoit point. Si je pouvois eftre affez 
heureus d’avoir une converfation de bouche avec vous, je pourai vous faire 
fouvenir de-ce queje vous ai dit quelque fois fur le fujet de certaines perfones; et 
je fuis le plus trompez du monde fi vous ne trouveriez jufte ce que vous aviez 
de la peine a croire alors. II y a certains caraHeres qui une fois reconnus fe 
decouvrent toft ou tard dans les occafions. Mais, my lord, je crains d’en trop 
dire, et je vous importune trop long terns. Au nom de Dieu oubliez les fujets 
de plainte que vous pouriez avoir, et ne coniultez que le bien public. Vous 
«ftes un grand homme; vous eftes eftimez; vous ferez plus grand homme 
encor, et vous ferez eftimez d’avantage; perfonne ne s’intereffe plus verita- 
blement en ce qui vous regarde que moy; ni perfonne eft avec plus de refpe6t 
.et de fincerite, my lord, votre tres humble et tres obeiffant ferviteur. 

tSECRETARY STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Signifies his difimijjion from the lord lieutenancy of Ireland. 

MY LORD, Cock-Pitt, April 9, 1717. 

Townflxend r J'HE king, judging it for his fervice to difpenfe with your lordfhip’s fervice. 
Papers. as lord lieutenant of Ireland, I am commanded to fignify his majefty’s 
pleafure to your iordfhip upon it. His majefty is forry that many circum- 
ftances render this alteration neceffary at prefent ; he commands me to affure 
! your 
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your lordfhip, that he will never forget your paft fervices; and you’l give me ? ef iod II. 
leave to fay, that I {hall be very glad of an occafion of writing to your lord- [ l 7 1 4 t o* 7 2 ° « 
fhip upon a more agreeable fubjed, as being with great refpedt. See. 1717, 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE REV. H. ETOUGH. 

Anecdote of fir Robert Walpole on his refignation in 1717. 

DEAR ETOUGH, Wolterton, October iz, 1751. 

J Am obliged to you for your favour of the 2d inftant; and entirely agree Etough 
with you, that your opinion of the poflibility, or if you pleafe, the probability ^ a P et8 * 
of my late brother’s removal, had the late king lived, is very excufable, and 
could be no dilhonour to him; and I fhould not have mentioned this trifle 
any more, had it not been to fett you right in one of your arguments, where¬ 
in you are miftaken, and there is an anecdote of fome curiofity relating to it. 

You fay that, He that could be worked upon to turn him out, immediately after 
his fervices, in and confequent to the rebellion of 1715, was capable of being 
again difpofed to exchange the bejl for the worjl of ftruants. The fad is this, 
that profligate minifter, the late lord Sunderland, had engaged thofe of Hano¬ 
ver (difapointed in their ambitious and lucrative views by the non-complyance 
of lord Townfhend and my brother) in an intrigue to gett them removed, 
and had gained the lady* on their fide. They at laft made an impreffion • The <Juch« 
upon his majefty, by infinuations notorioufly falfe, to the prejudice of lord efsofKendalc 
Townfhend, but could not prevayl with the king to remove him, untill they 
had made his majefty believe, that my brother would not refign on that ac¬ 
count; and accordingly when lord Townfhend was (after he had been made 
lord lieutenant of Ireland at Hanover, inftead of fecretary of ftate) upon his 
majefty’s return to England, entirely difmiffed, my brother waited upon the 
king the next day, to give up the feal as chancellor of the exchequer, at 
which his majefty feemed extremely furprifed, and abfolutely refufed to ac¬ 
cept it, exprefling himfelfe in the kindeft and ftrongeft terms, that he had no 
thoughts of parting with him; and in a manner begging him not to leave his 
fervice, returned the feal, which my brother had laid upon the table in the 
clofet, into his hat, as well as I can remember, ten times. His majefty took 
it at laft, not without expreffing great concern, as well as refentment at my 
brother's perfeverance: in which conteft, among other things, he told his 
majefty, that, were he ever fo well inclined, it was impoffible to ferve him 
faithfully with thofe minifters, to whom he had lately given his favor and ere- 
VOL. il. part 11. z dit. 
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Illegible. 


Period II. induce them to come to the refolutions on which the bill is founded, without 
I7i4toi72o . b e j n g convinced,.! think I am not like to alter. 

1719. 26th March, lord Sunderland, at my lodging, preffed coming into the bid— 
the king’s defire, not the aft of his miniftry—refents it in foreigners and 
others, who reprefent it now a conteft between the king and prince'—the whig 
adminiftration undone, if difappointed—the whig, majority preferved the 
conftitution in queen Anne’s time—this is a way to fettle it—ridiculous not 
to fay mad things will be done hereafter, when a certain event happens—mu ft 
Some words advife the king to change hands, tho’ he will * * * * * 

lords will confent to part with fcand. magnat.—that commons may adminifter 
an oath on eleftions—the king will confent, crown fhall not pardon before 
or after judgement, on impeachment—if other things can be thought of, 
thinks will be come into; elfe the bill will drop without prejudice—profeffed 
regards for me—would have me communicate it to m.y brother. I faid I 
would, to him and others—defired leave to go for Ireland, and to be abfent, 
elfe would be in the houfe, and vote with my judgement—He. told me, the king 
would tell me his own thoughts; I offered to wait on the king, if he com¬ 
manded it, after his lordfhip had told him, what my thoughts were, and would 
repeat them to him—faid the prince had launched out 40,0001. — A lord 
offered to be bribed; poor, ill ufed by his father.—28th March, lord Sun¬ 
derland came to me, told me he had fpoke to the king, who was uneafy at my 
not, &c. but being urged, confented to my going to Ireland—urged it might be 
fometime the coming week—that I Ihould not fay on-what occafion, but on 
my own—that I was wanted, &c.—and defired my brother would not be 
warm; I faid I would go out of town for a few days, then return ; kifs the 
king’s hand, and go away—he defired fome time this week—I promifed.— 
Lord Coninglby, 29th March, meeting me at court, afked me, when I went 
for Ireland—probably, he knew it was concerted at St. James’s, to have 
leave. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

Refufes to fupport the peerage bill , in anfxoer to the folicitations of the duke of 
Bolton and lord Sunderland.—Duke of Bolton’s coldnefs. 

Endorfed in his own hand-writing, “ The grounds and fteps of the duke of 

Bolton’s coolnefs to me.’! 


DEAR 
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DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, Dec. 14, 3719. Peerage Bill, 

i ^ _ J fT 

J Am obliged to you for the account you give me of the fate of the peerage ^ 
bill on Tuefday laft, it was what I expected as well as wifhed; tho’ I confefle, Middleton 
I was and am a good deal confounded how to account for their prudence; who Papers, 
after a former unfucceflefull attempt, refolved on renewing it fo very foon after, 
without having taken a more exaft mufter of the troops they fhould be able to 
bring into the field on the day of battle. You know laft fpring, what my 
fentiments were on this fubjefl, and I remember to have told you in what a 
manner my giving into the bill, was prefled upon me, and by whom. For fear 
of miftakes, I wrote down my refolution, and read it to a certain great man, 
which was in the words following. I cannot with honour or confcience vote 
for the peerage bill, it being perfeftly againft my judgement. I defire I may 
without difpleafing his majeftye, be abfent from the houfe, while that bill is 
under confideration; not thinking it becoming me to give oppofition, by 
voting or debating againft a bill introduced and carryed on as this has been. 

If this be too great a favour to be allowed me, I am ready, with the moff 
dutiful fubmiflion, and without the leaft reluQancy, to fuffer any thing which 
I may be thought to deferve, for not being able to perceive the reafonablenefs 
or expediency of the bill. This I read on 17th March, 1718, and defired the 
perfon 1 read it to, that he would acquaint the king with it. He feemed' 
much out of humour; faid he was forry, nay furprized to find me to have 
taken this refolution; having formerly thought I had been for the bill, but 
promifed to acquaint lord Sunderland with it. On the 19th, I went to his houfe, 
and afked him if he had feen his Majefty; he told me he had not, but fhould 
fee him that day. About an hour after, he called at my lodging, expreffed 
great kindnefle for me, recommended the Old Whig* to me, and hoped I would' * Addifon’* 
be convinced: I gave him no reafon to expefit it, and fo we parted. From P am P^ ct:> 
that time, I fuppofe it was refolved, he fhould leave town without fo much 
as letting me know it, much leffe giving me an opportunity of going at the' 
time he did: and tho’ I knew that he was preparing for Ireland, yet he never 
mentioned it to me, till after his footmen had talked with mine, of the day they 
meant to be ready.’ ' ' 

I 'knew the meaning was, to try whether I would not fiand it; and refolved ; 
not only to have ftaid in town, but to have been at the debate, and to have votecf 
as my judgment led me: foon after his going out of town, I had a vifit from' 
lord Sunderland, by whom I was prefled on the fame fubjeft, but I continued 
firm; and after fome expreflions of concern (with a good deal of warmth) we 

parted; 
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Period II. parted: and Toon after, I was told, I might prepare for Ireland, without Ioffe 
* 7I 4 t01 7 2 ° . of time, &c. At this time, it was not determined to drop the bill in the lords 
1719, houfe, without fending it down to the commons. Hence arofe the coolnefs of 
a certain perfon towards me, infomuch, that when I landed in Ireland, I 
found he had taken other people entirely into his bofom; and I alfo found, 
thatfome meafures which they had refolved upon, about puffing the matter in 
favour of the diffenters, were fo unpalatable, that they would prevent doing 
as much for them, as might have been attained, • if no wrong fteps had been 
taken at his firft landing: but it had obtained (I fuppofe, from the great fa¬ 
vour and intimacy a certain perfon was taken into) that an entire repeal of 
the teft was intended ; and this had taken fo deep a root before I came over, 
that it was impoffible to get people free from engagements they had mutually 
entered into, to go thus far and no farther ; and to convince,the world they were 
not unde? the direction of one man. -Notwithftanding the countenance I faw 
given to one perfon, and the court paid by all .the attendants of a great man 
to him, I went on in my cbnftant courfe of carrying on the public affairs in 
the eafyeft. and beft manner; 'and by doing every thing that could be done, 
and affurkig him, that the 1 imaginary fears with which he had been poffeffed, 
would come to nothing;' and ffewing him from time to time, that what I had 
faid, had come to paffe; as on the contrary, what they had fuggefted, never did; 
I brought him to fee, that I fincerely wi&ed him well, and ferved him effec¬ 
tually ; fo that I think he Had entirely good wiffes toward me, till toward the 
end of the feflion; I rpean„till, ^fter He returned from a certain place, during 
the receffe; when I receiv’d your letter from Newmarket, which I commu¬ 
nicated to him, and told hip J was.forry to find, ( that every body as well as I, 
obferved in him a coolneffe toward me, .in comparifon of the favourite. He 
■ faid, I wa.s ill ufed by him who wrote the .letter,'who he believed muff be Mr. 
f Conolly. C’s,* friends; profeffed great kindneffe, &<?,. but when fo fenceleffe an objec¬ 
tion as my. being againft the popery bill-, is made the foundation of refentment, 
I muft think,otherwife. In ffort,_ I was again urged (by order) whether I 
ffould have leave given me to attend the feflion of parliament, and told the 
bill would again come in: I faid, I had rather remain here, then go over and 
difoblige (as.I.certainly ffould) in, that particular. From that time, I take it, 
the fixed and grounded diftafte is-taken. This is written for your own 
fatisfabtion. 
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LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Duke, of Bolton to be fucceeded in the lord lieutenancy by the duke of Graf¬ 
ton.—Hints that he fhall. be deprived of the feals, from. the refentme'nt of 
lord Sunderland. ' •• 


DEAR BROTHER, 


Dublin, June 12, 1720* 


: Lord Sun® 
derland. 


■YESTERDAY I had a letter from the duke of Bolton, of the feventb, by Middleton 
which I find he is to be out, tho’ he will not underftand foe entirely; Pa P ers * 
but I take, it for' granted, our next pacquets will bring au'thientick accounts of 
the duke of Grafton being declared. In the poftfcript, 1 he tells me, that he be¬ 
lieves I fhall partake of his fate; and indeed, 1 little doubted being removed, 
as foon as it was found to be convenient to their affairs. He* whofe nofeburft 1 
out bleeding, oh my utterly refuting to be for the peerage bill, hath referit- 
ment enough mixed with' his : paffion for that bill to feek the mine of all 
who oppofed it; and there is no wi'thflanding the' 'Curreht of his pfefent powe'r. 

I believe too-, your riding'refty this feffioA, hath rndrCafed' the weight of my 
fins. I am preparing for quitting all thoughts of Dublin 'or public affairs, 
during my life ; and believe, I fhall firid more happinefs and peace in a pri¬ 
vate retirement att Peperhara,* then I fhould ever have met with, if my zeal * His country 
for his majefty’s fervice had mett better returns from feme who ferve him, eatm ^ uu > r * 
then they have done: but you and I have not learned to be fervile enough, 
or to bring every body elfe into a neceflity of dancing after the pipe of one 
fett of men. Farewell. Tho’ my fortune be not great, I fhall be able to 
live independant, and yet handfomely. My fervices to all where you are. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

Lord Sunderland and the duke of Bolton threaten to deprive him of the 
feals, becaufe he would nob vote for the peerage bill.—Is determined hot to 
rejign.—Jufifes his conduit in remonflrating againf the meafures propoftd 
by government . 

DEAR BROTHER, , j one 2 6, 1720* ‘ , 

J Thank you for your letter of the one and twentieth, but cannot-he of your Middleton 
opinion, in relation to what you fancy will not happen: I have all along. Pa P er5 » 

taken 
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taken it for granted, I fhould be removed, from the time I could not promife 
to go into the darling bill j and you may remember, I told you, I had it.more then 
hinted to me by lord S. and the d. of B. what the confequences of perfifling in 
my own fentiments, and not going implicitly into that fcheme, would prove 
to me. It is impoffible for a proud man to forgive being denyed the moft 
unreafonabie requeft; and you may be fure, it caufed no little ferment in his 
blood, when it burft out fo plentifully att his nofe, as it did on his finding me 
immoveable after all the foft and rough arguments had been made ufe of. But, 
in my opinion, the late order from the lords of the admiraltye, for the yatcht 
to attend immediately at Chefter, to bring over the lord chief baron Gilbert, 
with his fervants, and equipage , fhews he is to return a greater man then he 
went over: the ufual method hath been to apply here for an order for the 
yatcht, which would have been granted immediately; but this being new, 
makes the thing more taken notice of, and creates the fame opinion in the 
reft of the town, that it did in me, when captain Lawfon firft fhewed me the 
order. It is pretty odd, if it be determined, that I am to be removed, 
that it is kept fo much a fecret; after its being none that fome people have 
for a good while been preparing the way for doing it. We are not ftrangers 
to the offer made fergeant Pengelly, and the terms of the treaty; nor to the 
fending for fir R. L. to return to London: but there is fomething not yet 
adjufted finally to the fatisfablion of the fcbemifts. If my good friends 
fancy I will throw up, they fhal find themfelves miftaken; for tho’ I know 
when I am ill ufed, I refolve not to give them a handle, for doing what they 
have only wanted a . pretence for doing fome time pall. If I confulted 
my own intereft, I' know not that man alive whom I would rather have to 
fucceed me, than the perfon who I think will doe foe. 

My hone ft endeavours to prevent our lords from doing fome things in the 
laft parliament (for which I cannot but think moft of them are a good deal 
concerned, tho’ they cannot bring their ftomachs to own it) rendered me for 
fometime the butt of the rancour and malice of all who were infatuated with 
a notion, that the lords were doing the kingdome fervice; and that thofe who op- 
pofed their proceedings, did it to make their court in England; they and their 
abettors were patriots, thofe who differed from them were betrayers of their 
country; thus I fuffered for fome time in the opinion of weak men, and you 
may be fure my perfonal enemyes took care to blow the coals. Nay, I was 
fo injurioufly treated, that when the chief baron had refufed to take any 
notice of an order of the lords here, on an appeal from a decree in the 

exchequer, 
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exchequer, tho’ there was no appeal brought before the lords of Britain, I was Peerage 
faid to have been privy to it, and to have a-dvifed the chief baron to doe foe: ' 
tho’ between you and me, I never heard of the thing till after it was done, ^ 
and Mr. Gibbon told the ftory at the chief baron’s table, when the duke of 
Bolton dined there, and I happened to be of the company. I think people 
begin now to think, that they were not fo much to blame, who told them what 
the confequence of their hot proceedings would be, as they were once thought 
to be; and perhaps, it may be now thought they meant better to the kingdom e, 
or faw farther into confequences, then fome of the furious drivers of that ex¬ 
traordinary proceeding. This is a thing one would wifh fhould come to pafle, 
as I plainly forefawe it would in a little time: but when that man is made chan¬ 
cellor, and fits among the lords, who formerly ufed him very cavalierly, I 
cannot but think it will be looked on as the laft indication in how heinous 
a manner Bis treatment and fome people’s behaviour to him is relilhed in 
England; and their charafters muft fall very low, who aflured people, that 
they were weary of the thing in England, that it was an hot iron, which they 
refolved to let fall, &c. An archbiffiop and a certain vifcount of your ac¬ 
quaintance, though not your friend or mine, were ever harping on this firing. 

This ftep, therefore cannot, I think, fail of having this effedl, that people will 
fee I advifed againft doing thofe things which would never be born in Eng¬ 
land, but on the contrary, would irritate them to the laft degree, and a£ted 
honeftly in giving that advice; and had the prudence to judge better of the 
event, then the managers of that hot headed projeQ. I cannot, at the fame time, 
but think this ftep will lay my lord lieutenant under a good many unforefeen 
difficultyes: whether an unacceptable man will be able to doe much fervice 
among the lords, I leave you to judge, as well as whether he will be foe; but 
but as to the matter of doing the bufineffe of a fpeaker in the houfe, or of a 
chancellor, in preparing the bills at the council board, I cannot but think he 
will, by application, make himfelf a matter of both. We have it here, that 
our parliament is to be diffolved, and a new one called; if this be foe, I can¬ 
not dive into the fecret, unlefs it be this, that a certain perfon defires to gett 
out of a poft, in which he may forefee more rubbs than he hath yet mett with, 
or can well remove. But I fancy the thing is only conjeQure; tho’ Mr. 
Horace Walpoole, I know, hath fent over for a lift of the lords arid commons. 

I will not conclude without telling you, that it is given out among the people 
vol. ii. part ii. a a confided 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


178 

Period II. confided in, that I was at the bottom in promoting the proceedings again fit 
1,71 4.to 1 7 2°. ^ {j arons . j s this f 0 ? jf i t be, no man on earth was ever more injurioufly 
1720. treated on both fides than I have been. 

Memorandum by lord chancellor Middleton, fhewing, that the chief caufe of 
his difgrace, was derived from his refufal to vote in favour of the peerage 
bill. Without date, but evidently written between his difmiffion in 1725* 
•and his death in 1729. ' 

[In his own hand-writing, endorfed by himfelf.] 

An account of the manner, in which I have been treated by lord Sunderland, and 
the dukes of Bolton and Grafton , with the caufes of their difpleafure againjt 
me. 


Middleton 

Papers. 


^RCHBISHOP Abbott, having received fome ufage, which he thought 
fevere, held it fit, that the reafon of it, might- be truly underftood, leaft 
it might fome way turn to the fcandal of his perfon and calling, and therefore 
drew up a declaration or narrative, of the manner of his treatment; but not 
with an intent to communicate it to any, but to let it lie by him privately, 
that things being fet down impartially, whilft they were frelh in his memory,, 
he might have recourfe to it, if queflion fhould be made of any thing contained 
in that relation. See Rufhworth’s coll. 

I hope I may be excufed for doing fomething in imitation of that great 
man, in circumftances, which feem to me to have fome likenefs to his, with¬ 
out the imputation,.of having the vanity to believe, my fervices to the publick* 
to be any way equal to thofe of that pious and good archbifhop. My years 
are very near the fame* as his were, when he fell into difgrace. I had fpent. 
many of them in places of great fervice; and (as he faith of himfelf) I may 
truly fay of myfelf, for ought I know, untainted in any of my aftions. I 
have been made, as he \i&s,fabula vulgi, tolled upon the tongues of friends 
and foes, of proteftants and papifts, of court and country; but in nothing does-- 
my cafe more nearly refemble his, than in his falling under the difpleafure of 
the then duke of Buckingham, who could not endure any man that would 
not depend upon him, and fo Hoop to him, as to become his valfal. The 
great power which that minifter and favorite had with his unfortunate and ill 
advifed mailer, inclined him to expeft more fubmiffion to his pleafure, than 


* Archbilhop Abbot, was fixty-five in 1627, when he fell into difgrace. 


the 
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the archbifhop thought was due to him, having learned a leffon, to he no Peerage B 
man’s fervant but the king’s. And it was my misfortune to-fall into the dif— ' ' ‘ 

favor of a certain minifter, who was believed to have as great credit and power * 7 
with his mailer, as the duke of Buckingham had with his, whofe name, I de¬ 
cline to mention, fince it hath pleafed God to call him out of the world. 

But it will be necelfary to Ihew, for what reafons, and by what Heps, that 
great man was induced to treat me in the manner he did, for fome time be¬ 
fore his death. 

Upon his prefent majefty’s acceflion to the throne, he was pleafed to en¬ 
tertain a very good opinion of me, as having in an eminent manner, efpoufed 
and ferved the interefts of king George, in the life of the late queen, parti- 
.cularly in the parliament held in 1713, under the duke of Shrewlbury, by 
Handing to be fpeaker, in oppofition to the court, minillry, tories, jacobites, and 
all people in employment. What effe6l that feffion of parliament had on the 
Englilh councils, was vifible in the fucceeding feffion of the Britifh parlia¬ 
ment ; at which time, it was generally believed, the court intended to have 
brought in a bill to empower the queen to have appointed her fucceffor by 
will; but the vigorous proceedings of the Irilh parliament in favor of the 
proteftant fucceffion, call fuch a damp on their projeft, that the feffion opened 
with declarations, upon every occafion, in the houfe of commons, of firmly 
adhering to the fucceffion, as fettled in the proteftant line; and I am per- 
fuaded, that if his majefty had been fully apprized with what zeal and affc£lion 
I ferved him at that time, it would not have been in the power of any minifter 
to have procured my difgrace, which afterwards happened. It is now time 
to (hew what were the inducements which made lord Sunderland, from being 
my friend (for I think it was to his recommendation, I owed being made 
chancellor of Ireland) to become fo bitter an enemy to me as he afterwards 
proved. 

The occafion of lord Sunderland’s refentment. 

In the feffion of the Britifh parliament in the year 1718, a fcheme was 
formed, to bring in a bill to reftrain the number of peers in Great Britain, 
which bill had two views; one was to gratify fome great lords of North Britain, 
by turning their elefilive feats in parliament into hereditary ones; the other 
was to reftrain the prince, when he fhould come to the crown, from creating 
lords. 

The duke of Bolton was at that time lord lieutenant of Ireland, and fpoke 

a a a to 
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Period II. to me in the end of February 1718, that fuch a thing was in agitation, and* 
17141:0 ^^ 'endeavoured to explain it to me, and to convince me of the reafonablenefs of 
1720. it; but either had not at that time the refolutions which the lords intended to 
come to in that affair, or elfe did not think fit to communicate them to me. 
He was very warm for my going into it, as a thing much for the good of the 
publick, and feemed to admire a whig’s being of another mind, after the queen 
had created thofe twelve lords at one time. At that, time, I did not in any fort 
relilh the fcheme, but refrained expreffing myfelf, with any warmth or bit- 
temefs again ft it. 

I waited on his grace again, after the lords had come to the refolutions in 
that matter, which the houfe did come to, and was then again attacked by him 
with an air of confidence, of his making me a friend to the bill, which, I fup. 
pofe, proceeded from my not having declared myfelf with zeal againft it, on 
the firft mentioning it. He then began to ufe arguments to incline my judge¬ 
ment, which not making any impreffion on me, I told him my mind in plain 
terms, that I thought the bill was a very dangerous and pernicious one to the 
conftitution, and that it would not pafs, atleaft that it would not have my con¬ 
currence; at which he feemed a little ftartled, and by his manner, I conceived;, 
that he had fo good an opinion of his intereft in me, or fo ill an one of my re- 
folution as to my voting in parliament, that he concluded, I fhould not be 
againft what he fo warmly recommended, efpecial'ly when he told me that the 
king had been acquainted with it, and that the miniftry thought it to be much 
for the good of the kingdom; and that if the bill fhould not fucceed, the con- 
fequence would be of neceffity, the alteration of a whiggifh into a tory mi¬ 
niftry. I could not fee any fuch confequence of the throwing the bill out, 
and declared myfelf determined not to -vote for it; but that I fhould not be 
under any obligation to give any vote at all in it, if his grace went foon into 
Ireland, and I attended him over. I expreffed myfelf not fond of fpeaking or 
voting againft a bill, which I was told the king and miniftry had fo much at 
heart, as probably I fhould do, if I fhould happen to be in the houfe, when the 
bill came, before the commons. The furprize and concern the duke ex— 
preffed on this occafion, induce me to believe, that he had the weaknefs to 
have engaged to the miniftry, that I would be for the bill, on no better 
grounds, than my filence, when he firft moved the thing, or the intereft he 
thought he had in. me, to influence my vote in parliament. 
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PERIOD THE THIRD. 

From the South Sea A6I to the Death of George the FirJL 

1720—1727. 


Correfpondence and Papers principally relating to the South Sea AB, 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON, 

Endorfed in the hand of lord Middleton, “ Brother Brodrick about the 
fcheme for the South Sea company to pay the publick debts.” 

Delate on the firjl propofal of the South Sea company.—Brodrick and Wal¬ 
pole [peak in favour of a competition, which is carried.—Reports about 
the cejjion of Gibraltar , and a bill in favour of the Roman Catholics. 

Jan. 240 

pRIDAY (the day of great expe&ation) the chancellor of the exchequer, per 
in pretty general terms, opened the South Sea company’s fcheme, of a f 20 
propofall for putting the national debt in fuch a way of payment, as might ef- ^ 
fe££ it in the ihortefl time poflible: this he' gave us to underhand, would 

bee 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


?2 

’eriod III. bee 25 years; but Mr. Letchmere, in the fubfequentpart of the debate, eiked 
noto l 7 2 7 -- tt ou) . tQ 2 g y ears . After Mr. Aiflaby had fpent above an hour in his harrangue, 
1720. the fecretary gott up, congratulated him upon the clear and perfectly intel¬ 
ligible light he had putt the matter in, and the nation on the profpebt they 
had hereby of finding themfelves out of debt fooner than was generally ex¬ 
pended; concluding, that noe other regular motion could be made, than that 
the chairman fhould report our having made fome progreffe, and defiring 
leave to fitt againe; for that he tooke for granted, every gentleman’s being 
ready and willing to receive a propofall from the South Sea company, upon 
the foot of what had been foe well opened. A profound filence enfued for a 
full quarter of an hour; everybody expending who would fir ft rife; when the 
fecretary getting up to make his motion in form, I rofe, and was pointed to. 

I readily agreed with the two gentlemen who had fpoake, that till the nationall 
debt was difcharged, or att leaft in a fair way of being foe, we were not to 
expedt making that figure wee formerly had. I fayd, I could goe farther, 
making ufe of the expreffion of a gentleman (Mr. Hutchyfon) whoe told us 
in a former feffion, that till this was done, wee could not (properly fpeaking) 
call ourfelves a nation; that therefore every fcheme or propofal tending there¬ 
to, ought to be received and confidered. But that the occafion of my now 
fpeaking was, that the firft gentleman who fpoake, feemed to mee to recom¬ 
mend the fcheme nott onely in oppofition, but even exclufively of all others; 
and that the next had chimed in with him; that I hoped, in order to make the 
belt bargaine wee could, every other company, nay any other fociety of men 
might bee att as full liberty to make propofals as the South Sea company, 
fince every gentleman muft agree, this to be the likelyeft way to make a good 
bargain for the publique. 

Our great men lookt as if thundeiftruck, and one of them in particular, 
turned as pale as my cravate. Uppon this enfued a debate of above two hours. 
Our minifters (as they might in a committee) fpoake again and again; for 
their auxiliarys proved faint hearted. Mr. Aiflaby, in heat, ufed this un¬ 
guarded expreffion; Things of this nature muft bee carried on with a fpiritt; 
to which fir Jofeph Jekill, with a good deal of warmth, tooke very juft ex¬ 
ception ; This fpiritt , fayes hee, is what has undone the nation; our bufineffe 
is to confider thoroughly, deliberate calmly, and judge of the whole uppon 
reafon, nott with the fpiritt mentioned. Mr. Aiflaby defired to explaine; 
fayd hee oaly meant that creditt was to bee foe fupported; which caufed fome 
foiling. Mr. Walpole applauded the defigne, and agreed in general to the 

reafon- 
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reafonableneffe of the fcheme, wherein however fomething wanted amend- South 
ment, and others (although but few) were unreafonable; but concluded f 
ftrongly for hearing all, as indeed every body did, three or four onely excepted. 

Mr. Lechmere anfwer’d him but little, God wott, to the matter in hand; for 
quitting that, he fell into inveclives againft Walpole’s former fcheme, giving 
great preferences to this. The town fays, the bargaine with the South Sea 
company was agreed att his chambers, between Mr. Aiflaby, fir George Caf- 
well, and three or four other South Sea-men ; fince which, they fay Mr. Aiflaby 
has bought 27,0001. flock. 

We often obferve how farpaffion carrys men beyond reafon, and certainly 
intereft has generally the fame effefl:; for Walpole being irritated, rofe again, and 
began with (hewing, by papers in his hand, how very unfairly Letchmere had 
reprefented fafts, then proceeded to (hew his fallacious way of reafoning, and 
concluded with going more particularly into the fcheme, which in feverall ma- 
teriall parts he expofed fufficiently. Letchmere rofe up, butt he took time 
to con fider, whilft another had fpoke, in order to reply; but this was prevented 
by the whole committee rifing att once, and going into the floor; the chair¬ 
man tore his throat with " to order, hear your member,” butt all to no pur- 
pofe, other then to mortifie Letchmere, by the members crying out, "weehave 
heard him long enough.” If they were nott infatuated, the fpecimen given 
them the preceding day, might have taught them; when a bill, impowering the 
committee (in a former a£t, for finding out the longitude) to give 2,oool. to 
fuch perfon as they (hould judge to have made a good progrefs therein, al¬ 
though reduced to noe certainty; the reafonableneffe whereof, was in a very 
long fett fpeech preft by Mr. Hamhden, to which little more was anfwer- 
ed then, that this was not time to fquander away publique money upon projeSs • • 

(butt the truth is, ’twas generally underftood to be a job) and therefore con¬ 
cluded againft paffing tire bill. Theminiftry marcht out at the head of 36yeas,and 
left within 192 noes. Whether the banke will make apropofall (as is generally 
expefted) I know nott; butt am very well fatisfied, many a fair pound will be 
faved to the publique, even by the very propofal the' South Sea company will 
make. For this affair is in a very different (ituation from what they expefted 
upon concerting without doors, and confequently a great many will fail in their 
hopes; for when the bargain will not bear itt, they mull be quiett. 

The motion for an addrefs relating to Gibraltar, which I mentioned in the 
former part of this letter, taking wind, has hitherto been delay’d upon a£- 
furances given by the miniflry to members from man to man, that nothing of 

that 
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that kind fhould be done; notwithftanding which, I have very good reafon to 
believe, that att this very moment, itt is under confideration; but I thinke 
they will not be hardy enough to dare doe the thing, and yett if another 
whifper be true, noe man can tell what lengths they may goe. That the in- 
tereft of the Roman catholicks of this kingdom, fhould be efpoufed by fome 
of our moll confiderable allyes, is nott to be wondered att, butt that they 
fhould thinke of obtaining, what in humane probability, wou’d in leffe than 
an age, eflablifh that religion here, is furely monftrous. I will nott give my- 
felf leave to mention the four particulars fayd to be infilled uppon, much leffe 
can I bring myfelfe to believe, that any expectation of fucceffe fhould be 
given them. God deliver us, if itt be the cafe, butt no more on fuch a 
fubjeCt. 

THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 

Competition between the lank and South Sea company , whofe propofal is ac~ 
cepted.—Benefits derived from the competition. 

(Feb. 2, 1715-20.) YESTERDAY, the committee of the whole houfe, 
came to a refolution to accept the South Sea propofal, which is to be re¬ 
ported (and will be agreed to) this day. That you may comprehend how this 
affair has been managed, I’le give you a Ihort detaile of the whole. You 
know by my former letters, that Mr. Aiflabie, when hee opened the fcheme, 
concluded, that they would offer three millions to the publique, towards 
payment of the nationall debt, applauded their candour, in going the greateft 
length the thing could beare, and concluded with the great benefitt to the 
nation. The South Sea company forefeeing, that the houfe were refolved 
to hear every propofall, that any other company fhould make; became 
fenfible, that the banke would bee able to offer a much better, and therefore, 
in that which they delivered in writing, advanced half'a million, when att the 
fame time, the banke outbid them full two millions; this putt them under a ne- 
ceffity to defire they might amend their propofall, which was eafily granted, the 
generality of the houfe, being for making the bell bargaine for the publique. 
Yefterday, they gave a fecond propofal in writing, by which they made the 
three millions and a half (which they formerly bid) four millions, payable by 
four quarterly payments. This they were to pay in all events; they further 
offered, that inftead of three year’s purchafe, which the banke had propofed to 
pay, out of the long termes (which for diftinftion, wee call the irredeemable 

funds) 
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funds) they were willing to pay four years and a halfs purchafe, which (uppon South Se 
fuppofition the whole Ihould bee taken in) does amount to above three mil- V v 

1 1 7 I720.0 

lions more, and to {hew that they would truly endeavour doing foe, they fub- 
mitted to pay one year’s purchafe certaine, in the nature of a nomine pence , 
which one year’s purchafe amounts to above fix hundred fixty od thoufand 
pounds. They had by their firft propofal, demanded a continuance of the 
prefent intereft of five per cent, for feven years, when the whole was to be 
reduced to four; which by this propofal, they reduce to four years, the banke 
having in their propofal, offered the fame; the faving uppon this head, 
amounts to three hundred thoufand pounds yearly; and laftly, they propofe to 
circulate, two millions of exchequer bills, for the terms of four yeares, gratis ; 
the faving uppon this head, is fifty thoufand pounds. Upon the whole, inftead 
•of three millions, which they firft offered, they are now to pay, above five 
certaine, to which is to be added, the contingency of two millions and a halfe 
more, uppon their purchafing in the long termes, which ’tis their intereft to 
•doe, and confequently they will. Whoever had heard how highly the firft 
fcheme was applauded, how earneftly recommended for our acceptance, and 
how very near itt was to bee foe, would ftand amafed, that ever the publique (in 
any inftance) fhould be foe fortunate, as to more than double the fumme intended 
for them; butt thus itt has for once happened. ’Tis nott vanity in mee to fay, 
that this is due to my motion; becaufe, even thofe whoe I am fure wifh mee ill, 
are pleafed to congratulate mee (from the teeth outward) uppon the very vaft 
advantange accruing to the publique thereby. 1 will nott fay the firft fcheme 
was formed in order to any particular fett of men finding their account in the 
acceptance of itt, but am fure ’tis plaine as the fun, there was roome enough 
for their doing foe. The calculators Chew, that by the firft fcheme, the na¬ 
tional debt would have been difcharged in twenty-eight years, and even this 
profped pleafed people; butt ’tis now demonftrable ’twill bee done in leffe 
then eighteen. 

WILLIAM PULTENEY TO DANIEL PULTENEF. 

Mejoices at the reconciliation between the king and prince of Wales.—Secrecy 

with which it was conducted .— Propofes to put up a member for Wefiminjter. 

—Profperous ftuation of public affairs. 

b b 


«OL.. II. PART It. 


DEAR. 


186- 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. DEAR COUSIN, London, May 7, 1720® 

1720101727 . j ma k e yo u n o excufe for not anfwering yours of near two months ago,, 
1720. before this time, but I hope you will forgive me, if I own the truth, and 
Pulteney tell you, that I am a moll intolerable lazy correfpondent. The good news 
Papers. w hich has lately happen’d, of the reconciliation between the king and prince 
was as furprifing as it was fatisfaftory and agreeable to every body; I dare 
fay the French embaffador had not the leaf! hand in it, nay, I am fully con¬ 
vinced, that till the morning the prince went to St. James’s, he knew nothing 
of it ; nor do I believe ten men in all England did. The eonfequences of 
this happy event, muft be very advantageous to the caufe, you and I have 
always wilhed well to; among others, I think it impolfible to fail of a whigg 
parliament, whenever the king pleafes to call a new one. You may depend 
upon it, that I will take care of you; and if it fhould happen, that there fhould 
be a vacancy at Hendon, before a new parliament, you fhall certainly be 
brought in, if not, ’tis not a great while you have to wait. I have been think¬ 
ing, it would be right for fome one of our family to ftand for Weftminfter, to 
revive the ftrongeft intereft that ever was known in any place. The intereft 
which the name alone would carry, joyned with the eftates my uncle and I. 
have in it, would certainly carry it for any one of the family, we fhould agree 
in fetting up. But this is a diflant confideration, and we fhall have time 
enough to think of it, when you return, which I hope will be foon, fince you 
fo earneftly defire it. 

I can fend you no news, that you have not from much better hands; but I 
hear juft now, that Lechmere is difmiffed from the employment of attorney 
generall, and Raymond putt in his place. 1 hope and doubt not, but the 
king’s affairs will go on very profperoufly, both at home and abroad. I am 
fure I fhall very heartily contribute my fmall endeavours to make them do fo, 
and I am fatisfied, I cannot in any thing do him more fervice, than in bringing, 
you into parliament. 

SECRETARY CRAGGS TO EARL STANHOPE. 

The fquadron muft not be laid up.—A new fubfcription for fmelting copper.— 
Lord Weftmor eland at the head of it; and the prince of Wales the go¬ 
vernor.—South Sea company purpofe t it is faid , to declare a dividend of 
6 o per cent.—Hopes that his journey to Berlin will be fuccefsfuL 


M¥ 
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MY LORD, Whitehall, July 8, 1720. 

r J''HIS letter, which comes by the poft, ferves only to enclofe one which you 
will be very well pleas’d with, from colonel Armftrong. Upon this oc- 
cafion, I beg leave to obferve to your lordftiip, that by the papers, which the 
lords of the admiralty laid before the lords juftices, it appears that there are 
with this new fquadron, which we are fitting out, five and twenty thoufand 
men, or thereabouts, in pay for this year, whereas thirteen thoufand five 
hundred only, is the quota granted by parliament. Your lordfiiip knows, 
that this fquadron was fitted out by his majefty’s particular order, fignified by 
me to the lords of the admiralty; and therefore I do conceive it will not be 
proper for the lords juftices to lay it up, nor is it very well practicable; fince, 
they know no more, but that it is defigned for Port Mahon, a difpofition which 
they can allege no reafon, nor any body to them for altering. Lord Sun¬ 
derland goes to-morrow to Tottridge for a week; the duke of Roxburgh is 
gone into Scotland; the dukes of Devonfhire and Bolton will foon be going 
into the country; but ftill I hope we {hall never want a quorum to carry on 
the neceffary bufineffe twice a week. 

There is a new fubfcription going on for what they call fmelting of copper, 
which I take to be refining of it; they pretend a patent, which excepts them 
from the bubbles, deftroyed by the laft aft of parliament; and have the opi¬ 
nions of fome eminent lawyers, that notwithftanding that law, they may aft 
legally under it. My lord Weftmoreland was at the head of this under¬ 
taking; but his lordfhip, and the perfons engaged with him, having repre- 
fented to his royal highneffe the ufefulneffe of it, he has done them the ho¬ 
nour to accept of being their governour. I have met to day with a report, 
as if the South Sea company intended to declare a dividend at 6 o per cent, 
for one and twenty years; but as I have it not from any of the direSlors them- 
i'elves, I do not give it to your lordftiip for a certain truth. 


South Sea. 

^ —• ■ " i mJ 

1720. ' 
Stanhope 
Papers. 

Private* 


SECRETARY CRAGGS TO EARL STANHOPE, 

Congratulates him on the peace between Sweden and Denmark.—Walpole and 
the fp taker ineffectually endeavour to prevent the prince from being gover¬ 
nor of the copper company. 

MY DEAR LORD, Cock-Pit, July 12, 1720. 

J Have receiv'd the favour of your private one of the lft inft. and heartily Stanhope 
rejoice with you on the conclufion of the peace between Sweden and pa P ers * i 

b b £ Denmark, Private* 
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Period III. Denmark. I hope one good effeft of your lordlhip’s journey to Berlin, will 
1720101727. to j n j-pj re jjj s p ru jf ian majefty with a little more vigour againft the czar. 
1720. If the affairs of religion are not finifh’d, I hope you will draw this ufe from 
the delay of’em, to keep lord Cadogan at Vienna, till they are finilhed. You 
will by this poll receive more proofs of that fcoundrel Beretti Landis’ good 
intentions. I wifh it prove true, that Monteleone will be prefident of 
Caftille; I think he will be difpofed to cultivate a good under Handing be¬ 
tween the two kingdoms. You will alfo fee another note from Armftrong, 
that fhews all my lord Stair’s fears were not grounded; but on the other hand, 
does not your lordfhip think, fir Robert Sutton has thrown himfelf a corps 
perdu into Mr. Law; I hope in God that Carteret will goe to the congrefs. 
Mr. John Chetwynde has offer’d me his fervices this morning to that effe£L 
Which ever refolution the king takes about Gibraltar, I hope he will not yield 
to the manner in which the court of Spain puts that matter. 

The fpeaker and Mr. Walpole could not diffuade the prince from being 
governor of this copper company, tho’ they told him he would be profecuted, 
mention’d in parliament, and cry’d in the alley, upon the foot of Onflow’s in- 
furance, Chetwynde’s bubble, prince of Wales’ bubble, See. he has already 
got 40,0001. by it. The South Sea company open a fubfcription on Thurf- 
day, for what they call the redeemable annuity’s. Don’t you begin to think 
of fupporting the regent? he feems to want it; might not my lord Carteret go 
through France in his way to England, where I take it for granted, his family 
and his private affairs will call him ? I have fecured Squerries, and Ihall 
have the pleafure of being your lordfhip’s neighbour in Kent; a reafon that 
has made the purchafe much more valuable to me. I don’t hear of Schaub 
upon the road, I believe your lordfhip would be glad to have him with you; 
I fee by Mr. Whitworth, that he does nothing yet in that great affair of the 
penfionary; I leave it to Jour lordfhip to inftrud Stanyan what to doe, and 
how much money to give at the Ottoman Port. 

SECRETARY CRAGGS TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 

About Jubfcriptions for the South Sea flock. 

Pulteney ^July 14, 1720.) IF you had been defirous to be in any of thefe fub- 
Papers. fcriptions, which have proved fo very advantageous, I would have pro¬ 
cured you fome fhare in them, and I will remember it henceforward, now I 
know your mind. But upon my word, I have not, and I believe, nobody elfe 

has 
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lias put down any friends name, without their confent, for the fuccefs of thefe South Sea. 
things has been uncertain.. 

& 1720 * 


SECRETARY CRAGGS TO EARL STANHOPE. 

Rage for South Sea fubfcrip lions.—Walpole and others dine with lord Sunder¬ 
land.—Strange conduct of the duke and duchefs of Marlborough. 

MY DEAR LORD, Cockpit, July 15, 1710.. 

"YOU’L find, that I have but little to trouble you with this poll: Mr. de Stanhope 
la Faye’s letter: and the minutes of the juftices, tell your lordfhip all Fa ^ er3 ~ 
the common occurrences, and I have nothing to add of a more private na- Privatt, 
ture. I have had affurance enough, to move in councill, that the new at¬ 
tempt to evade the laft law, by trumping up thefe old charters for fmelting 
copper, may be profecuted, and the methods are now under confideration. 
To-morrow, I goe to Richmond, where I am afraid my motion will not have 
been kindly reprefented; for my lord Weftmoreland, who engaged the prince 
to accept this governorfhip, was prefent. 

It is impoffible to tell you, what a rage prevails here for South Sea fub- 
fcriptions at any price. The crowd of thofe that poffefs the redeemable an- 
nuitys is fo great, that the bank, who are obliged to take them in, has been 
forced to fet tables with clerks in the ftreets. There dined yefterday at lord 
Sunderland’s, the dukes of Devonfhire and Newcaftle, lord Carlifle, lord 
Townfhend, lord Lumley, the fpeaker, Walpole, and I, and we got fome very 
drunk, and others very merry. Lord Falmouth, whom the publick have 
malicioufly nicknamed lord Foulraouth, bows very low and gravely to us all, 
and feems to be in a great quandary. Would you believe, that the duke of 
Marlborough, at a vifit he and his good duchefs made at Richmond, told the 
prince, he was alhamed to fee his royal highnefs in fuch a country houfe, like 
a private gentleman, while fuch an infignificant creature as the duke of Marl¬ 
borough was playing the king; that he had out of decency attended the lords 
juftices once at the firft fummons, but that he would return no more. Laft 
Saturday, when I was at that court, I obferved, that the prince talked of the 
perfeft ftate of his grace’s underftanding; but Mr. Walpole told me afterwards, 
that his royal highnefs had trufted him with this fecret. You’l underftand 
this matter better, when you refleft on the abufive language, which my lady 
duchefs bellows every day moft plentifully upon us. Here is a French refugee of¬ 
ficer returned from France, who confirms Armftrong’s laft account, that they are 

reducing 
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Period III. reducing 10 men per company, and 5 per troop in France. I want to leant 
17toto,i737^ 0111- lordfhip’s thoughts upon thefe affairs, and what part the king will take 
172c. ’in them; here is no new body dead, or to be married fince I laft wrote to you, 
-and confequently no more for me to fay, but that I am ever, my dear lord, 
yours. See. 

THOMAS BRODRICK. TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 

Fate of the South Sea Jlock.—Great lojfes.—General conjlernation. 

Middleton (September 13, 1720.) I came (as I told you I would) to towne, in order 
.facers. ac jj u ft t ] ie ma tt er G f your lottery ticketts, purfuant to the adverdfement 
from the South Sea company. Yeflerday was the day appointed, butt (as 
is cuftomary with them) they have putt itt of, and thofe concerned are 
to wait their leifure, and take fuch fatisfa&ion as they thinke fitt'to give. 
Wee made them kings, and they deal with every body as fuch; thofe whoe 
fubmit and fubfcribe are at their mercy; thofe whoe doe nott, are to be oppreft 
in fuch manner, as fhall make what is due to them of little ufe; and all this, I 
fuppofe, they are to be fupported in, having engaged the houfe of commons foe 
far in their intereft, by wayes obvious to every body, that I thinke the nation 
will bee to beare fuch part of the Ioffe fuftained by private perfons, as the 
company fhall thinke fitt; whilft the gaine obtain’d by fraude and villanous 
practices, is to turne to their advantage. I forefaw this from the beginning, 
and have as many witneffes of itt, as perfons I converft with; but I owne, 

' I thought they would have carryed on the cheat fomewhat longer. Various 
are the conjeflures why they fuffered the cloud to breake foe early, I made 
noe doubt butt ’twould doe foe when they found itt for their advantage, which 
nott being the cafe juft att this time, fome other reafon mult bee found; and 
the true one I take to bee, ftretching creditt foe far beyond what ’twould beare, 
that fpecie proves deficient for fupporting itt, by circulating paper. It is ob- 
fervable, that many of their molt confiderable men, with their fall freinds, the 
tories, jacobites, and papifts (for thefe they have all along hugged) have drawne 
out, fecuring themfelves by the Ioffes of the deluded thoughtleffe numbers, 
whofe underftandings were over-ruled by avarice, and hopes of making moun¬ 
tains of mole hills. Thoufands of familyes will be reduced to beggeiy, what 
the confequences of that will bee, time muft fhew; I know what I thought 
from the beginning, and feare ’tis very near att hand. The confternation is in- 
expreffible, the rage beyond expreffion, and the cafe fo defperate, that I doe 

nott 
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nott fee any plan or fcheme, fo much as thought of, for averting the blow, foe South Sea. 

that I can’t pretend to gueffe att what is next to bee done. '-' J 

3720. 

THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 

Hi frefs of the South Sea company.—Reports about a dijfolution of parliament, 
feem to he unfounded.—His opinion of the inf ability of the South Sea fcheme 
jififed by the event.—Lord Sunderland duped by the direBors. 

(Sept. 27, 1720.) THE company have y ett come to noe determination, for Middleton 
they are in fuch a wood, that they know nott which way to turne, butt ’tis Pa P ers * 
given out (I fuppofe by direftion) that they will lower the price of the third 
and fourth fubfcriptions, and offer more reafonable termes to the redeemables, 
leaving to their option the acceptance, or returne of their feverall fecurityes, 
thefe to remain on the foote they are, till difcharged by payment in mony; 
noe doubt att firft they intended nothing leffe, butt as Mr. Budgell told them 
in the generall court, fince the mountain would nott come to Mahomet, hee 
muft goe to the mountaine. You mifunderflood mee in thinking, I cxpeQed 
a fpeedy diffolution: that had been confidered and lay’d afide, notwithftanding 
which, as earneft application was every where making, as if elections were to 
begin within a month, this was begun by the South Sea-men, and gr-eat fumes 
have they already fpent, butt, if I miftake not, they will meet with more dif- 
appointments, then they expected; for by feveral gentlemen, lately come to 
townc, I perceive the very name of a South Sea-man, growes abominable in 
every country. 

Your remark is very juft, that if this great Leviathan intended to have been 
direQors of the whole national affairs, as well as of the company doe fall, 
itt will neceffarily occafion, fuch a convulfion, as noe honeft man defires; 
but I think there remains a middle way between the two extremes, by fup- 
porting their creditt, as far as in reafon itt ought to bee fupported, diftinguifh- 
ing between what ought properly to bee call’d creditt, and chimericall calcu¬ 
lations, and the one is certainly practicable, without running into the other. 

A great many goldfmiths are already gone of, and more will daily. I queftiort. 
whether one third, nay a fourth can Hand itt; the caufe of which, is this, thofe 
whoe had either originally, or by buying with mony gott by taking differences, 
run into pretty confiderable quantityes of flock, nott being therewith content, 
butt refolving to fitt down with nothing leffe then hundred thoufands, in order 
to obtaine which, gave vaft praemiums to the goldfmiths for mony, pawning 

their 
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Period-lit. tlieir ftock, fome att four, others att five and fix hundred, this being loolct 
1720to 1 7 2 7 '^ 1 pp 0n as g OOC j as ]and fecurity: the money thus lent by the goldfmiths was in. 

4720. cafh notes, which whilft paper had creditt, anfwered the end as well as fpecie; 
butt affoon as a run was uppon them, they found (by reafon of the ftocks 
.finking) their pledges would nott produce cafh to anfwer their notes, and thus 
one after another are they everyday going of. 

From the very beginning, I founded my judgment of the whole affair 
uppon this unqueftionable maxim, that ten millions (which is more then our 
running cafh) would not circulate two hundred millions, beyond which our 
paper creditt extended; that therefore, when ever that fhould become doubt- 
full, bee the caufe what itt would, our noble Rate machine muft inevitably fall 
to the ground, or att belt bee brought within foe much a narrower com- 
paffe then what was projedted, that our moft fanguine people would find 
nothing more appofitely expreffive of their vain hopes then 

Farturiunt monies, nafcetur ridiculus mvs. 

I endeavoured, with an honeft and friendly intention, to perfuade as 
many of my friends as I converfed with, to fecure the main chance, and nott 
dip (at leaft) out of their depth, in cafe they fhould refolve to goe with the 
current. Some few were prevailed uppon by fitch arguments as I thought well 
founded, whofe hearty thanks and acknowledgments I have receiv'd; butt the 
far greater part .concluding (as I muft own I did) that the thing would have 
been carryed on for fome longer time, have on this fuppofition, run them- 
felves aground, which they dearly repent: into this they were generally lead by 
affurances from the gent, whofe nofe bled, and whoe himfelfe was certainly 
duped by the honeft direQors from whom hee receiv’d information, whilft they 
were all .the time (underhand) felling out as fall as they could. That he was 
duped, I thinke paft doubt, from his having by his influence, brought all his 
particular friends, and even his owne family and neareft relations, foe far into 
the mire, as that few of them will, during their lives, furmount the Ioffe, others 
of them are foe totally undone, as to bee beyond poffibillity of retrieving itt. 
Poflibly, before the end of next feflion, I may bee called a South Sea-man, 
for I fhall nott join with thofe whofe Ioffes have foe far exafperated them, as 
to bee defirous, out of reyengej to run into extremes, which may endanger the 
nation, Farewell. 


EXTRACT* 
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EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM 

t 

MR. JAC 0 MBE* TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Frequent bankruptcies.—Hints at a fcheme for ingrafting part of the South 

Sea flock into the bank and Eajl India company.—Public anxioufly ex¬ 
perts the ajfijlance of Walpole. 

(Oftober 11, 1720.) WE have two polls juft come in from Holland, but 
know not any news by them. One houfe in Holland is broke, with whom 
fir J. Beck had great tranfaCtions, what effeCt it will have upon him, is not yet 
knowne. Several merchants are broke, and we expeCt more every day; and 
till it appeares, who can ftand this ftorme both here and in Holland, the bank 
cannot open any difcount, not knowing who to truft. South Sea is about 240, 
and nobody in a condition to help it. 

When I waited on lord Townftxend, he was pleafed to talk with me on what 
could or ought to be done for the company. I mentioned a thought of mine, 
that would be beft for the intereft of the nation, if inftead of adding more to 
the company, their capital was divided amongft the three great bodyes, the 
bank, the South Sea, and India companyes; thereby making them more 
equall, but upon feparate interefts, as checks on one another, and confe- 
quently leffe powerfull and leffe dangerous to the ftate. He was pleafed with 
the thoughte, and commanded me to confider how it might be practicable. 
•I promifed him to doe fo againft your returne to London. I have fince 
thought more clofely of it, and doe believe, though there are difficultyes, yet 
that it is practicable and advifable. When you come to towne, I believe I 
fhall be able to lay a fhort plan of it before you, and fubmitt it to your 
judgement. 

(London, OCtober 13,1720.) Every body-longs for you in town, having 
no hopes from any but yourfelf: though I muft own, I don’t fee what effectual 
help can be given to them, till fome time has worne off people’s fears and dif- 
trufts of one another. 

(November 1, 1720.) They all cry out for you to help them, fo that 
when you come, you will have more difficultys on you, than ever you had. 
For though you are perfectly clear of this fad fcheme, yet you will be pro- 
digioufly importuned by all the fufferers to doe more than any man can doe; 
and more than you, in your judgement, would think ought to be done, if it 
could be done. 


South Sea* 


1720. 

* Under 
fecretary at 
war. 


Orford 

Papers* 


¥01,. Ii. PART XI. 


c c 


WILLIAM 



194 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. - 


Period III. WILLIAM PULTENEY TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 

1720101727. 

v -- —-> Many of his friends ruined, lut no fuffertr himfelf by the fate of the South 

Sea fiock.—Infuence of Walpole; has it in his power to ruin the South 
Sea company and lord Sunderland.—Good effects of his interference.— 
General dijlrefs and defpondency. 

DEAR COUSIN, _ London, Nov, 20, 1720. 

Am perfe&Iy afhamed to write to you, having received fo many letters from 
you, without anfwering one of them; but I hope you will forgive me, when 
I affure you, that I have done nothing, nor thought of nothing, for thefe 
laft two months, but South Sea ftock, and yet I am not myfelf any great 
fufferer by it; but fo many of my acquaintance are ruined and undone, that 
I am under as much anxiety and uneafinefs of mind, as if I was fo myfelf. 
5 Tis ridiculous to tell you, what a fumme, I might once have been mafter of; 
but fmce I had not difcretion enough to fecure that, ’tis ftill fome comfort to 
me, to have putt my affairs into fuch a way, that lett what will happen, I can 
be no loofer by it. The king’s coming, which every body thought would 
have in fome meafure reviv’d the ftock, has from abundance of Ample ftorys,, 
that have been artfully difperfed, rather depreffed it, and within this week,, 
the ftock has been fold at 120/. 

It has been reported, that Mr. Walpole, who has the greateft influence of 
any one over the dire&ors of the bank, has all this while prevented their com¬ 
plying with the bargain they made with the South Sea company, and that he 
has it now in his power to ruin the South Sea fcheme, and the authors of it 
at once, in revenge for the trick.they formerly ferved him. To tell you the 
plain truth, I do not think there is any very cordial affedtion between the 
minifters and him: but it is fo much the intereft of both of them, to relieve 
mankind from thisjgenerall calamity, that I am perfuaded, they mult co-ope¬ 
rate in all meafures for doing of it, and upon their meeting yefterday, when 
Mr. Walpole propofed fome things for the South Sea, which was agreed to 
by the minifters, the ftock gott up to 200 1 . I am fo fenfible of what you 
fay, that foreigners have ftill a very great fumme of money in our flocks, 
that I proteft to you, I would rather never fee it rife higher than it is, than 
have it raifed for a little while, only by artifices, and feeming advantages. 
This would give thofe foreigners an opportunity of withdrawing their money; 
whereas, if it be raifed by folid advantages, and fuch as will fix it at a mo¬ 
derate 
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derate price, people will be defirous of continuing their money where it is. South Sea. 
with more fecurity, and better intereft, than it can poflibly be any where elfe. ' -r—— > 

God fend we may not think of following any of your Miffifippi remedys. This I?2 °' 
laft ftroke of forcing people to buy ftock, and depofit it for three years, is 
beyond any of the former contrivances, which Mr. Laws has with fo much ar¬ 
bitrary power made ufe of. The ways we mull; make ufe of, mail be fuch as 
are gentle, and will by degrees raife credit, and give a circulation to money 
again; this is what muft recover our ftock, and particular people muft retrieve 
their circumftances by frugality, and a juft oeconomy. On frydaynext, I 
believe the parliament will meet, tho’ feme people are for putting it off a 
week; I fear fuch a proceeding, would give a great damp to people’s fpiritts, 
and make them imagine, nothing could be done for their fafety. If the par¬ 
liament does meet, I will fend you the king’s fpeecb, and the addreffes of 
both houfes, with an account of what was befides done in each; but Mr. 

.Graggs tells me, he does believe, in a very little time, you may be here: I 
heartily wilh you was, becaufe, I am fure it muft be very difagreeble to be 
where you are. It was once reported, that this parliament would be con¬ 
tinued, but I find there never was the leaft grounds for it, the king I believe 
will call a new one next fummer, when you may depend upon being chofen at 
Henden. Pray make mine and my wife’s compliments to my coufin, and be¬ 
lieve me ever yours. 


DRUMMOND TO DANIEL PULTENEY. 

Agreement fettled between the lank and South Sea company.—Union between 
‘.Sunderland and Walpole , raifes the flocks.—Many fufferers mentioned; 
amongjl whom are feveral directors, lord Sunderland, and his friends. 

SIR, London, November 24, 1720* 

*J''HE court is taken up in conferring fome times with the South Sea direc- 
> tors, and with the bank; the later having a conductor, were pritty ftub- 
burne, and had a fcheme of their own, which they infilled on; but lord Sun¬ 
derland faid to his friends, that tho’ they had differ’d in their way of thinking 
in the private conferrence with him at his own houfe, yet he parted very good 
friends with them. And common report fays, that a new bank would have 
been propofed, if the old had not been reafonable; and Mr. Walpole fliould 
have faid to his friends, that he had a different projeQ from that of lord Sun¬ 
derland, but that the king having enter’d into that of lord Sunderland’s, he 
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Period III. would joyn to fupport it. This happy union brought up the ftock again fro® 
1720^01727 . t0 2Q0 an( j 21Q ^ an( j w jjj j n a jj a pp earance remain aboute 200 till fome- 
1720. thing of the fcbeme be known, which cannot be ready foo foon as the par¬ 
liament was to fit; and therefore it was reported, that they were to be pro¬ 
rogued for 1 o days.. There are premios given at 250 and 300; but I find 
that few are foo fanguine to think that it will be reiafed above 300, and I wills 
it may not go much heigher, tho’ if it could be brought to 400, it would fave 
a great many who are deeply engaged; but if brought to 400, and not fup- 
ported there, a new fall would do very much more harme. Common report 
fays, that the court defigns to bring it to and fupport it at 300, by fixing a di¬ 
vidend of 15 per cent, redeemable by parliament; that the debt due by the 
publik to the bank, fhall be paid to the bank by the company in ftock at 300* 
and in like manner to the Eaft India company; that the whole publik debt is 
to confift of 21 million of capitall, bearing 15 per cent, intereft; that nationall 
intereft is to be reduced to three per cent, and that feverall henefits of trade 
and fifhing are to be given to the company. The direflors of the company 
do own in converfation, that their treafurer had no orders- to lend upon ftock 
above 400 per cent, but he has lent 700 and upwards to feverall, and very 
great-fumms upon fubfcriptions, and that muft become a dead lofs; for there 
is no more to be paid in on the fubfcriptions^ as. I am told; and what is paid, 
in already, is to be converted into ftock. 

There are very many and confiderable familys reduced by. extravagant 
bargains; our friends the Chetwins very deep; lord Launfdale defires the go¬ 
vernment of the Leeward iflands, and will obtain it; lord Irwing has got Bar¬ 
bados; it’s faid, that lord Portland defires Jamaica, which is not thought 
propper, but will get a penfion, for he is very much worfe titan nothing. 
The dukes of Wharton and Bolton are great fufferrers; and indeed even the 
South Sea direfitors included, hardly one in 20 are gainers. Sir Juftus Beck’s 
debt is 340 thoufand pound, and he cannot pay half a crown in the pound j. 
moft who are undone, are in fuch like Hate; but the banke is very eafie, 
neither is there fo much want of fpecies as of credit. The opera is very fine, 
and very.full; and the court very rich in forrain filks and velvets-; I wilh it 
were in good broad cloath, which would keep them warmer in this feafon. It 
was reported, that your cuffin Mr. Pulteny, was to fueceed Mr. Aifleby; but 
I am told, there will be no alterations till the feffion be over; and many do 
think, that this will not be the laft feffion of this parliament. As all lord 
Sunderland’s friehds, by fir John Blount’s advicte, fold out nothing, his lord- 
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fliip is now glad it is foo, for he would not have profited of the publik cala¬ 
mity"; neither lord Stanhope, Argyll, nor Roxburghe have been in the ftocks; 
but Londonderry has fuffered greatly; fir R. Sutton has been r great 
gainer. 


MR. ECKERSAL TO DANIEL PULTENEY» 

Stock rifts on a report that Walpole had drawn up a fcheme. 

(Nov. 24, 1720.) SOUTH Sea ftock funk fo confiderably on Monday, 
Wednefday, and Friday, that I began to think it would be under par, and 
come to nothing; but as then we had affurances, that the bank and South Sea 
•were to agree, and to come into a fcheme of Mr. Walpole’s drawing up, and 
is calculated to raife the ftock to 300/. or above. The ftock rofe upon it laft 
Monday, I think one time of the day to 215. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE KING; 

Some thoughts * and conf derations concerning the prefent pojlufe of the South 
Sea fock t humbly laid before his majejip. 

I T waswithgreat relu&ance,and in obedience only to your majefty's commands, 
that I was prevailed upon, to undertake any thing relating to the South Sea 
affairs. I am too fenfible of the many difficulties, that will attend any fcheme, 
formed to regulate the perplexed and unfortunate ftate of the South Sea com¬ 
pany, to hope that fatisfafiHon can be given, to the infinite number of fufferersn 
But the publick fecurity, and the reftoring and eftablifhing publick credit, in 
which your majefty’s government is fo highly concerned, are fir ft to be con- 
fulted, and this I hope, may by this means be effeftually fettled and fecurgd. 
A due and compaffionate regard is to be {hewn to the Ioffes of private men, 
and all that I concieve can be expeQed, is to give feme eafe and relief to the 
prefent unhappy circumftances, in which great numbers are now involved; 
but it feems to me impoffible, fo far to repair every man’s Ioffes, that a great 
many will not ftill remain confiderable lofers. An attempt to raife the ftock 
to a higher value than it can be fupported at, would only involve a'new fet of 
perfons in the misfortunes, that others at prefent labour under, and expofe 
the publick to the great lofs, that will be fuftain’d by foreigners, felling out 
at high prices, and exporting our gold and filver. And what I defire your 

* The original draught in the hand-writing of Sir Robert Walpole,, is among thr Orfbrd 
papers; a fair copy among the Walpole papers. 
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Period III. majefty may be obferved thro’ this fcheme, is, that I take every thing as I 
4720101727 . f oun d an( J <Jo nothing to alter any man’s circumftances, but by an acceflion 
j 720> of profit, from the bank and India company, and by an impartial diftribu. 
tion of the whole, as it now appears, from the public t ran factions of the com¬ 
pany; and have carefully avoided, either to inforce or releafe any publick or 
private contract or obligation, or to eafe or relieve any one fort of adven¬ 
turers, at the lofs and expence of another. 

Propofah 

That the firft money fubfcription at 300/. percent, be compleated, all 
future payments to be made in South Sea bonds, and allowing longer time for 
the fame, to make them lefs, and more eafy. That ftock be given for the mo¬ 
neys already paid in, upon the 2d, 3d, and 4th, money fubfcriptions, at 400 1. 
per cent, with the Midfummer dividend, and that all future payments thereon, 
be difcharged. That the ftock, which fhall then remain undifpofed of, be 
divided among" the prefent proprietors of ftock, in proportion to their fe- 
veral interefts, and thereby an end put to the felling any more ftock by fub¬ 
fcription. That the increafed capital of the South Sea ftock, amounting in 
the whole, to 38 millions or thereabouts, be divided into three parts, 20 mil¬ 
lions to remain to the capital of the South Sea ftock, 9 millions to be ingrafted 
into the bank ftock, and 9 millions to be ingrafted into the Eaft India company, 
at 12O percent, and the fund from the exchequer to attend this diftribution, 
but the parts of the bank and Eaft India company, to be all 5 per cent. Each 
Company to have it*s proportion of the charges of management allowed by the 
publick. That each proprietor of South Sea ftock, fhall have his proportion 
in the new ingrafted capital ftock, of each of the refpe&ive companies, accord¬ 
ing to this diftribution. That all profits which have hitherto arifen, by fale of 
ftock .by fubfcription, amounting to 15,450,000 /. fhall remain for the benefit 
of the 20 millions South $ea ftock, fubjeft to all charges and incumbrances. 
That all future privileges and advantages, to be granted by the publick, fhall 
tikewife remain fear the benefit of the 20 millions South Sea ftock. That any 
further reafoftable privileges and advantages be granted to the bank and India 
company, to induce and enable them to admit this ingraftment. 

Obfervations upon the Propofals . 

This method, puts an end to the great demand of money, that arifes from 
time to time, by fale of ftock by fubfcription, which alone has put the town 

under 
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under fuch conftant diftrefs Tor money, upon every payment, thatwhilft that 
fubfifted, it was impoffible for credit to revive; the payments''to be made, ^ 
Betwixt the 14th November, 1720, and the 14th Auguft, 1721, both inclu- 
five, amounting.to 8,478,600^ within the compafs of ten months, which were 
to be continued on, till the whole fubfcriptions had been compleated, which 
would not have ended, till the 2d-of July 1725, but are now to be totally 
difcharged. Every fubfcriber has great eafe and relief from this alteration, by 
being obliged to take only 250Z. flock at 400 per cent, who is now obliged to' 
take 1000 flock, at the fame price;- and when the Midfummer dividend of 10 
per cent, in ftock, making 25 l. flock, fhall be added to the 250 1. flock, and 
the future dividend in ftock, arifing from the ftock undifpofed of, after the ex¬ 
ecution of this fcheme, amounting to above 46 per cent, in ftock, fhall be 
added to- the 275 ftock; every fubfcriber, for 1000/. paid, will receive 
401 1 . 10 s. ftock. The fame computation holds upon every rooo l. in the 
redeemable funds, receiving ftock at the fame price,. with the fame dividends 
in ftock. The dividend of the ftock undifpofed of upon the capital, puts an : 
end to all future fales of ftock by fubfcription, which not only prevents the 
former mifchief from being repeated, but puts every proprietor in immediate 
polfeffion of his juft fhare, arifing from the profits of the whole, without wait¬ 
ing for annual dividends,- fubjeft to the management of directors, and the 
fhndry chances andhazards, that payments to be received in a long co-urfe of 
time are liable to; and every proprietor, not curly receives his fhare of profit,. 
arifing from the South Sea fcheme, but has like wife a further advantage upon- 
the whole, by the ingraftment of one half of his increafed capital into the' 
bank and Eaft India company. 

This diftribution, by ingrafting 9 millions into the bank, and 9 millions into' 
the Eaft India company, reduces the capital of the South Sea company to 20 
millions. This reduftion alone remedies fome of the greateft mifchiefs that 
attended the whole fcheme. A capital of 40 millions, is from its bulk alone 
impracticable, and if raifed to an advanced price in any high degree, cannot 
poffiblybe negociated;. not only for want of fufficient fpecie or paper money, - 
but for want of property. Suppofe a capital of 40 millions raifed to 1000 per 
cent, the value is 400 millions; it is not to be conceived, that all the property- 
of England can anfwer fuch an immenfe and imaginary value, much lefs that 
any fort of money can be found to negociate one half of it. It is as impoffible' 
to find any profits that can fupply a dividend upon f© large a capital at any 
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advanced price; but the capital being reduced to one half, all profits and 
’ advantages that can be reafonably given to fupport the fcheme, are double 
upon the half, to what they would be upon the whole. And by this propofal, 
all profits that have arifen already by the fale of Hock, .and all future ad¬ 
vantages to be granted by the publick, are referved for the 20 millions of 
South Sea flock. And as every proprietor is to have his juft proportion in 
each part of the diftribution, he partakes in the advantages referved for the 
South Sea company in as full a manner as if his whole had remained there. 
Befides the profits arifing in the South Sea company, he likewife receives bank 
ftock at 120 per cent, computed at 160 per cent, and India ftock at 120 per 
cent, computed at 200 per cent.; and for the intereft of his money, he will 
in all probability receive 8 per cent, per annum from the bank, and 10 per 
cent, per annum from the Eaft India company, in lieu of the exchequer an¬ 
nuity of 5 per cent, per annum upon each, which are now to be transfer’d 
lo the bank and India company. 

And altho’ every proprietor gives i20per cent, for the bank ftock, which 
he is to have in his own right, the 20 per cent, which upon the 9 millions to 
be ingrafted into the bank, makes in the whole one million and half, is re¬ 
ferred .for the common benefit of the whole bank, in which every proprietor 
is to have his juft fhare, and this reduces the price given for bank ftock to 
111 1 . 5s. or thereabouts; fo that every South Sea proprietor gains of one 
fourth of his South Sea flock about 40 per cent, in the advanced price of 
bank ftock, and upon one fourth about 80 per cent, in the advanced price of 
India 'flock; or in another view., for the .20 per cent, which he pays for bank 
ftock above par, he will receive an additional dividend of 3 per cent, per an¬ 
num, and for the 20 per cent, paid for India ftock above par, 5 per cent, per 
annum; and this is molt evidently an addition of fo much .to every man’s pro¬ 
perty in the South Sea ftock. 

Befides thefe private advantages, this diftribution of this great capital, with 
regard to the government and the public, was almoft neceffary, and being now 
•divided betwixt the three great bodies and companies of the city, eftablifhes 
fuch a bailance of power among them, as may make them all ufefull to 
the publick. The capital of the South Sea company will be now 20 mil¬ 
lions, the capital of the bank 14 millions and half, the capital of the Eaft 
India company 12,200,000 k; and as the publick has been, and frequently 
tnuft he obliged to apply to thefe corporate bodies, for the fupport of publick 

credit. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


201 


credit, the public -will not be under a neceffity to accept the hard terms which 
one fingle powerfull body might be inclinable to impofe, when all three are in 
a condition to aid and affift upon any emergency, and this has been verified by 
conftant experience. 

THOMAS BRODRICKl TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDDLETON. 

King's fpeech read at the fecretary of fate's ofice.—Proceedings in the houfc 

of commons on moving and reporting the addrefs.—Rumours of a diffolution, 

—Directors ordered to attend . 

(December 10, 1720.) UPPON Wenefday night, about a hundred mem¬ 
bers raett att the fecretary’S office, when (according to cuftom) the king’s 
fpeech was read, and a refolution was propos’d for an addreffe of thanks. One 
of the company fayd, hee thought the directors of the South Sea company 
ought by name to bee reprefented, as the perfons to whom the Ioffe of 
creditt ought to be imputed, butt condemning perfons unheard (however 
obnoxious) was nott reafonable; butt that the end might bee attained by 
generall wprds, to witt, to enquire into the caufes of thefe misfortunes . This 
was very vigoroufly oppofed by fome few, and a great man fayd itt would, 
inftead of retrieving, occafion (probably) an-utter Ioffe of itt, for that the 
directors would run away; butt this did nott obtaine. For my own part, I 
thought the words fully agreed to, when on a fudd'aine ’twas whifper’d about, 
that they were omitted, which gave occafion to a friend of yours, to call to 
Mr. fecretary, whoe was reading a fubfequent paragrah, to know whither the 
amendment propofed were incerted, to which hee anfwered noe; for you 
know, fays hee, I am to obferve directions, and members calling out, read 
on, read on, I proceeded foe to doe, without incerting them. The other re- 
plyed, I thought the words agreed to, and confequently incerted, for furely 
half a dozen near you are nott to thinke of determining for foe great a number; 
wee meet here as I apprehend to endeavour foe to underhand each other, as 
to beeof 4 one mind in another place; I think itt therefore incumbent on mee 
to fpeake plainly. This refolution is to bee propofed to the houfe, where the? 
words you have thought fitt to omitt, may bee offered, and I doe promife 
you uppon my word they will bee foe, when they will bee fully debated, and if 
occafion bee, the queftion determined by a divifion. Mr. fecretary then 
fayd, propofe your words, which being done, they were without more a ; doe 
incerted. 
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Period III. The motion being yefterday made, gentlemen lett themfelves into the molt 
1720 to 1727 . iuveQives again ft the mifexecution of the aft of parliament, and indeed ia 

1720. great meafure againft the aft, as veiling too large powers in a fett of men whoe 
are now call’d mifcreants, the fcum of the people, and worfe names if pollible. 
Thus are wee alhamed of what many of us contended for laft yeare with the 
greatefteagernefle, and that uppon motives nottfitt to bee mentioned. The more 
moderate few (for that was what butt very few had a right to call themfelves) 
lay’d the ftreffe uppon mifexecution; butt even uppon this head, they went 
* Sir Jofeph great lenghts, particularly fir J. J.* whoe fayd, that hee could nott butt 
J e kyll. at l ea ft hope, that all die direftors were nott equally culpable, butt 

fure hee was, that fome were highly criminal whoe were not direftors. Another 
fayd, the miniftry with onely a frowne had been able to putt a flop to all the 
little bubbles, in order to deepen the water for the great one, whence profitt was 
to arife. A third concluded thus: this parliament begun with a fecret committee 
falling upon a precedent miniftry; and why may itt nott conclude with doing foe 
to another? What your friend fayd Wenfday night, proves to have been well 
judged, for uppon reporting the addrefs yefterday, fir J. J. mov’d an amend¬ 
ment, by inferting what you fee therein of punifhing the authors, which went 
without oppofition. Others tooke exception to itt as too tender; this nott be¬ 
ing a party cauffe, arrowes in full vollyes are lett fly from every quarter. 

Thurfday is appointed for confidering the ftate of creditt, when Mr. Wal¬ 
pole has promifed us his thoughts, and tho’ his friends doe nott love to hear 
of a fcheme befog call’d his, hee is certainly digefting one, which, wee are 
then to have, the greater part of which, all the towne know already. Wee 
are to attend his majefty with our addreffe this day att two, foe that I fuppofe 
little will bee done in the houfe. If any thing material happen. I’ll adde itt* 
for .writing this in the morning gives an opertunity of faying what will cer¬ 
tainly bee more diverting then parliamentary accounts. 

; Woe bee to ferjeant Birch and George Cafwell, if they prefume to Hand 
candidates att Leomftar, att any future eleftion; which however may nott bee 
foe near as fome people thinke: for in cafe wee deferve itt, ’tis hoped by 
fome, and fear’d by others, that wee may bee longer liv’d then this feflion, as 
well as that twenty-five Scots peers, in addition to the two difputed titles, 
may hee made hereditary, leaving out of the bill what relates to England; butt 
I thinke, if offered (which I cannott yett bring myfelf to. believe] ’twill runt 
the gantlett as the laft did. 


Wee 
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Wee have had a little flurry by an unexpected (undigefted) motion made South Sea. 
hy governor Pitts, for ordering the directors to attend on Thurfday, with their 
myrmodons the fecretary and treafurer, and if they pleafed, with their great 
fcandirbag, whoe he meant by that, I know nott, butt the epithet denotes 
fomebody of confideration. The time being come for attending his majefty 
with the addreffe, itt was agreed by common confent, that this matter bee 
taken into farther confideration on Munday, without a queftion putt for ad¬ 
journing the debate, att which time I apprehend the maine argument on one 
hand will bee, that unleffe creditt {hall bee more reeftabliflit before you fall tQ 
finding faults, doing itt will grow more difficult afterwards. On the other fide 
’twill bee fayd (and I doubt too truly) that unleffe you probe the fore to the 
bottom before you enter on remedys, ’twill bee only Banning over, what from 
a corrupt bottom, will in a fiiort time breake out againe, and that with 
more virulence from the expectation of impunity, which fuch a proceed- 
ding will give ground for: ’twill bee, I believe, a very fmart debate, fince 
uppon the fuccefs a great deale depends. I was told (and not by a very ill 
hand) that a great man had been heard to fay ’twould bee necefiary to adjourn 
in order to more temper: I thinke fuch a remedy will on ely irritate; butt per¬ 
haps, the approaching Hollidays may bee the avow’d reafon. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 

Proceedings in the houfe of commons againjl the directors. 

(December 13, 1720.) THE motion of Saturday (which I mentioned in Middleton 
my laft) was yefterday putt into better forme, as you will fee by the votes; the ^ a P ers * 
firft queftion mov’d, was in very ftrong terms oppofed by three or four; for" 
as I remember, that was the number. On the other hand, numbers fpoke 
with the freedom becoming a Brittilh houfe of commons. The firft; whoe 
fpoke on the fide of the queftion, was my quondam colleague fir R. S.* he * Sir Richard 
indeed fet the matter in a clear light, by telling us, that a nation of more SteeIe< 
wealth and greater credit than any in Europe, within lefs than two years, was 
reduc’t to what wee fee, and too fenfibly feel, by a few cyphering citts, a 
fpecies of men of equal capacity in all refpeCis (that of cheating a deluded 
people only excepted) with thofe animals who fav’d the capitol, who were 
now to be {kreen’d by thofe of greater figure, for what reafon they belt know, 
others were att liberty to judge. Another (in anfwer to an argument againft 
the queftion, that this vindicative juftice fo much contended for, would nott 
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Period III. 
1720101727 
>■ J 

1720. 


Middleton 

Papers, 


attaine the end propofed, for that you would nott be able to come att the 
'eftatesof the delinquents) fay’d hee thought all the laws againft bankrupts 
being enabted into one againft the direbtors (for foe he would always call them, 
as what carry’d more of obloquy then any other word could expreffe) would, 
jn his opinion, attaine the end propofed. Abundance fpoake with equall 
bitterneffe, and fuch was the general outcry, that the previous queftion which 
had been demanded, was nott thought fitt to be infilled upon, and they were 
too wife to difcover their weaknefs by a divifion upon the main queftionl 
How far wayes and means will goe towards warding the blow, I know nott* 
that they will be ufed, I am fatisfy’d, butt I thinke there is a polfibility of a 
difappointment. 

THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON, 

Walpole propojes his fcheme in the houfe of commons. 

(December 22, 1720.) OUR fcheme was yefterday opened by Mr. Wal¬ 
pole, whoe with the greateft Ikill imaginable intrencht himfelfe, by telling us, 
that hee tooke for graunted things were, as they are lay’d before us: Cujus 
contrarium; and in fpeaking his thoughts, as he termed itt, att leaft fix times 
defired it might be remembered, that he argued uppon this fuppofition. 
The fubftance in Ihort was this: that of the 38 millions now veiled in die 
South Sea company, nine Ihould by way of ingraftment, be veiled in the banke, 
as many in the Taft India company, and the remaining 20 millions remaine 
to the South Sea. The mony account, he fayd, he did not care to meddle. 
with* and he was in the right, for when that.fhall be difculfed (if ever itt be) 
’twill not bear an examination.. After many long fpeeches, to very little pur- 
pofe, ’twas underftood that the houfe would bee ready to receive propofalls 
from thefe 3 great bodyes, which we fhall, I think, agree to, bee they what 
they will, for the fame reafons (for they will be plentifully made ufe of) which in¬ 
duced us to paffethe bill laft feffion; I then told you, what I thought would bee 
the ilfue, which to my great griefe proves too rightly judged; I will now tell 
you my fears of this matter. That Mr. Walpole made the moll of every 
' thing, is very certaine; and fuppofing his pollulata (to ufe his owne words) 
well grounded, his conclufions were right. Butt my opinion is, that fkinning 
over the foare, .without probing the wound to the bottom, will end in its 
breaking out againe, when poffibly the malignity may bee too great to bee over¬ 
come : butt we are for putting off the evil day, and hee is a fool or knave whoe 
joins not therein. I am told (I believe by a very good hand) Gibraltar is 

after 
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after all to be given up to the Spaniard a fuppofition which laft year argued Sooth Sea. 

the utmoft difaffeCtion. When or where our misfortunes fhall end, time alone 

. 1721. 

can determine, though I jam very inclinable to hope the belt: that ftrong in¬ 
clination cannott fo far prevail as to leave me without fears. 


1721. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 

Bill againfl the direBors reported. — JvJlifies: the refohtion of not allowing 

them to be heard by counfel. 

(Jan. 19, 1720-1.) YOU fee by the votes the bill again!! the direBors Middleton 
reported and ordered to bee engrofed, I believe ’twas this day read a third time, P a P ers * 
and carryed to the lords. Itt prohibits their going out of the kingdom for a 
year, and to the end of the next feffion of parliament, requiring their entring 
into recognizance of a hundred thoufand pounds, with two furetyes in twenty- 
five thoufand pounds each, for performance of the above condition; itt re¬ 
quires the delivery of an inventory of-their eftates reall and perfonall uppon 
oath; and enaCts, that if they fhall falfifie therein (being convitt) fhall fuffer 
as fellons, without benefitt of clergy; there is a claufe for encouragement of 
difcoverers, and others, fuch as may make the bill more effectual 1. They had 
the affurance to petition to bee heard by councill again!! the bill, which was 
rejected with the utmoft indignation, although fupported by fome of our great 
men (which by the way was very ill reliflit) not only in favour of the di¬ 
rectors, butt on account of juftice, for that noe criminal (how great foever) 
ought to be condemned, unheard. To which ’twas anfwered, that this bill 
did nott condemne, the chiefe end being onely to fecure their Handing a tryall, 
and preventing .alienation of their eftates till fuch times as their tryall was 
over. ’Twas then fayd, even thus much would bee infliding a great punifh- 
ment, unheard; to which ’twas reply’d, that furely gentlemen had nott read 
over the papers and accounts delivered at the bar by themfelves, for that by 
fhefe the moft nottorious breach of truft (againft the tennor and purport of 
the South Sea aCt, as well as againft their owne by lawes) were confeffed, 
that therefore the cafe was no more or other then committing or requiring 
bail from a criminal uppon confeffion, according'to the nature of the offence; 

that 
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Perioii III. tin at from the notoriety of the tiling, as well as from the national prejudice 
1720101727 . fuftained thereby, -the legislature were now doing what in ordinary cafes the 
1721. magiftrate might and ought to .doe. The houfe were. From a cooleneffe of 
temper, wrought up -to a great heighth, and that (in my opinion) by the earnefU 
nefs of fome gentlemen, whoe att laft were forct quietly to give up the point. 
I have feen ftrange turnes, blit I thinke this matter incapable of one: what 
a confiderable man began his firft fpeech with (for hee fpoake with great ve¬ 
hemence a fecond time) is certainly true, that faying any thing which might 
bee interpreted as favouring a South Sea dire&or, would be very ill heard, 
and putt the fpeaker under great difadvantage. I will nott goe abroad (being 
a good deal feavourilh) till I thinke I can doe itt without great hazard, 
though I own I lhall bee very uneafy till I can attend my duty. 

The bill is ordered to the lords. That houfe have had feveral brokers 
before them this day7 a gentleman is juft gone from mee (the lords being fit¬ 
ting late as it is) to lett me know that thofe fparkes have confeffed fo much, 
that their lordfhips thinke they will fcamper, unlefs taken into cuftody, with 
a declaration and meJTage fent to the houfe of commons, acquainting them 
herewith ; and that when and as often as the committee lhall fend for them, 
their officer'lhall attend with them; defiring to know my opinion, whither the 
houfe (whom they would avoyd in any wife difoblidging) may looke uppon 
this as the leaft obftrubtion to the enquiry. My anfwer was, that I could 
■onely fpeake as a private man, and as fuch, did freely own my thoughts, that 
this proceeding, thus clrcumftantiated, could nott bee thought in any fort an 
obftruQion to our enquiry. That I knew the committee had, in feveral in- 
ftanqes, avoided doing things which polfibly might adminifter caufe to people 
without doors to hope for difputes between the houfes, nothing being more in 
their defire then avoiding fuch. That I verily believed, the houfe were of the 
fame mind. For which reafons (though I defired itt might bee remembered, 
I tooke uppon mee to Ifpeake onely as a private man) I was of opinion, noe 
exception would bee taken to this proceeding. 

THOMAS BRODRICK. TO LORD MIDDLETON. 

Proceedings of the houfe of commons on the cxpeBed report of the fecret com¬ 
mittee.—Subfance of part of that report. 

Middleton (February 4, 1720-1.) LAST Tuefday (when by order the mutiny bill 
Papers, was to be reported) four of us were fent from the South Sea houfe, to putt itt 
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of for fome time ; the firft order of the day was the call of the houfe, which South Se 
was adjourned till Thurfday next, by common confent. The day mov’d for ' ‘ 

the mutiny bill, was next Tuefday fennight. Mr. Secretary, uppon that occafion, 
mov’d for this day fennight, to which wee readily agreed, in fpeaking to which, 
hee was pleas’d to fay, that by the day fixt for the call in the folemn manner itt 
was (meaning the revoking all leaves of abfence, and ordering circular letters) 
hee fuppos’d that about that time the houfe might expeQ: that important report, 
fo much expeQed. I fpoake after him, taking notice of the intricacy of ac¬ 
counts (affe&edly made foe) and the length of time in examining witnefles, 
whom att prefent I would call by noe harder name then that of being very un¬ 
willing ones, and that when I was oblidged- to acquaint the houfe, that without 
intermiffion of a day (Sundays and the 30th of January excepted) the com¬ 
mittee had fatt from nine in the morning till eleven att night,. I could nott 
butt hope the report fo much expected, had been putt in the beft forward- 
neffe the nature of the thing admitted; that as to the importance, itt muft 
bee refer’d to the judgment of the houfe, when itt fhould come before them. 

But that thus much I would take uppon mee to affure the houfe, and the gent, in 
particular, that it would bee a fair and honeft one, nott reporting any 
one fa£l which was not well fupported, or omitting a tittle that, was foe. 

I was wellrheard, without a word of reply made. 

We are in fuch forwardneffe as leaves little roome to doubt my having dx- 
re&icais (before the houfe begins to- be call’d) that the committee are ready to 
lay before the houfe an account of the progreffe they Have made in the 
matters refer’d to them, being by order to report from time to time,- att 
fuch time as the houfe fhould pleafe to receive the fame, which I be¬ 
lieve may bee the next day, or the Monday following att fartheft, Satur¬ 
day being appointed for taking the report of the mutiny bill. Bee it 
when it will, perhaps it may appear of more importance then Mr. fecretary 
imagined att the time hee fpoake, for though generally fpeaking, they have 
been pretty well apprifed of what palfes among us, from the information of 
the very perfons examined, this infulting fpeech convinces mee, they doe 
not receive accounts from any of our number: for wee had the day or 
two. before made fome difcoverys, which I am fure by the way of fpeak¬ 
ing, hee was a ftranger. to,, and thefe naturally lead us fince that time in¬ 
to a more perfect and flrift enquiry into fome things then hee thought of, 
and which I muft believe hee thought us ftrangers to.. Your curiofity will in a 
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Period III. fhort time bee fatisfyed, and the nation convinc’t that our enquiry has not 
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■ i been m vame. 

ijzi. Five hundred and feventy thoufand pound ftock was fold by the company 
att under rates, whilft the bill was depending, att which time the company 
had noe more then twenty-five thoufand referved for taking in the annuityes 
of 1710. Butt this ftock was to bee created afterwards, and in fa6t was foe, 

and Hands in the company’s books as fold to-or fictitious names. Of 

this great fumme, wee have hitherto been able to trace onely about two hun¬ 
dred thouland pounds, Mr. Knight having either deftroy’d or fecured from 
us all the fecret bookes by which the whole fcene of iniquity might have been 
difcovered. I doe nott thinke itt impoflible, butt wee may come att a good 
deal more, by croffe examining arjd putting things togather, butt if wee Ihould 
faile therein, enough God knows is come to light, to fbew how the horfe was 
curryed, and by what methods that curfed fcheme was carry’d through to the 
deftruQion of the nation. The ftock was fold att different prices to different 
perfans as they were favourites, and more or leffe- ufefull, butt to all att foe 
low rates,- as that the difference between the prices delivered to them att, by 
the company, and the prices they fold out att exceeds a million; butt the truth 
is, noe ftock was ever transfer’d to them, and confequently they fold none, 
for both the one aind the other was fiQitious. The method being to pay thefe 
good people the difference between the price when fayd to bee fold to them, 
and the time when they are to bee fuppofed to have fold out, which being, 
after paffing the bill amounts {as I faid before) to above a million. 

I knaw i.ott whither oar cant words and wicked actions will bee readily un- 
deiftood by you, butt I fancy I have made myfelfe intelligible, if you revolve 
the thing in your mind. By thefe vile means was- the bill carry’d, and the exe¬ 
cution was of a peice with its formation; fix months would nott fuffice to de¬ 
scend into the particulars, butt probably a fecond report may point out fome 
things that are moft notorious and obvious- 

THOMAS B ROD RICK., TO LORD MIDDLETON. 

[Endarfed in the hand-writing of lord Middleton.] 

That the town is dijfatisfied at Mr. Stanhope's acquittal.—Proceedings in the 
hovfe of commons on the accufation of Charles Stanhope , who is acquitted . 

Middleton (March 7, 1720-1.) THE paper (which came laft night) was coppyed by 
Papers. Charles, and your directions obferved; you will in a little time hear from 

the 
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the perfon to whom itt was delivered, whoe fays hee thought you would eafily South Sea.,^ 
•diftinguilh a letter of compliment {and intended for noe more) from a defigne t 
of complying with an unreasonable requeft. You have heard of Mr. Stan¬ 
hope’s acquittall by a majority of three, which has putt the towne in a flame, 
to fuch a degree as you cannott eafily imagine: what confequences itt may 
have I cannott imagine; thefe I thinke will bee more or lefle by what fhall 
bee done to-morrow, when Mr. Aiflebye’s cafe comes on. Lord Stanhope 
(fonne to lord Chefterfield) carryed of a pretty many, by mentioning in the 
ftrongeft termes the memory of the late lord of that name: between forty and 
fifty who could nott bring themfelves to give negatives, were however per- 
fuaded to withdraw before the queftion. On the other hand, a great many of the 
affirmatives are gone out of towne in the utmoft rage, many of them nott really 
difpleafed att what happened, fince itt affords butt too good a handle for fo¬ 
menting greater difcontent in the country. I owne, I thinke it a very bad 
piece of pollicy, for the whole kingdom are enraged againft the South Sea 
fcheme, and not lelfe foe, againft thofe whoe fupport their abettors. You’l 
foone fee, by reading the advertifements, the reafon of fending the inclofed pa¬ 
per: Mr.W.* lives oppofite to B. Spars.f The two brothers were remarkably * Walpole. 
* ’ , , * v , / r 3 + The Swed* 

the moil zealous advocates, and perhaps may prove loe to-morrow, ^ minifler. 

Quos Jupiter vult perdere dementat prius. , 

This behaviour {whatever may bee thought) will nott bee forgott, things 
may for a time be carryed with a high hand, but fuch violences can¬ 
nott bee long fupported; a fcall’d head is foon broken. You’l fee by your 
abftraft of the report, that the proofe was full as ftrong as the nature of the 
thing (Knight being gone) would admitt of, and fupported by many concur¬ 
rent circumftances. Sir J. Blunt’s evidence was to be villifyed, for further 
xeafons, which you’l eafily guelfe att; every body fees through that. The 
hope of my fifter’s recovery is moft Wellcome. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 

Aiflabie expelled, and committed to the Tower. 

(March g, 1720-21.) YESTERDAY night pafft twelve, Mr. Aiflibye’s Middleton 
fate was determined, as you will fee by the votes, almoft the whole l >a P ers * 
time being taken up in examining numbers of witnelfes (late direSors) 
call’d by him. The queftions propofed was the fame to them all, viz. 

Whither they knew or had heard of any fi&itious ftock taken in, or 
held for him, or of any ftock bought for his ufe with the company’s money, 
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’eriod III. to every of which they all anfwered roundly in the negative, from whence 
,2 °t°- 72 7/ he ar g U ed the certainty, and as he exprefled himfelf even to a demon- 
1721. fixation @f his innocence, for that ’twas not to be conceived,. but they 
mud have known the thing. As to the proceedings of the direftors (to whom 
he gave all the hard names he could think ofj his plea was ignorance. To the 
charge of having great dealings in ftoek (pending the bill) he fayd nothing, 
otherwife then by infinuation, that doing foe with his own money, he hop’d 
would nott bee criminall. His concerting with the dire&ors taking in die 
lft fubfcription at 300 per cent, hee dropt, nott faying one word to the 
charge; but an incident happened which gave great difguft to the houfe... 
The fecond report takes notice of great dealings in flock , between him and 
Mr. Hawes (formerly his clerke as treafurer of the navy) whoe had informed 
the committee, that thofe accounts were finally adjufted in November laft,. 
when Mr. Aifleby infilled upon having Mr. Hawes’s booke (of which he had 
a duplicate) delivered him, that noe one might fee itt, which was done accord¬ 
ingly uppon his giving Hawes a general releafe. On Tuefday, a motion was 
made for his laying that book before the houfe as yefterday, which,he oppofed, 
as what the houfe could not demand, for that it related only to his own pri¬ 
vate account with Hawes, butt was over ruled by the houfe, and ordered to 
bring in the booke; wherewith nott complying, notice was taken of itt in the 
houfe. He then defired Mr. Hawes might be examined, whoe fayd att the 
bar, that when he delivered up the booke, both that and the duplicate (in Mr. 
Aiflebye’s hand) were burnt, of which Mr. Hawes made no mention when 
examined by the committee, nor did Mr. Aifleby on Tuefday; from whence 
’twas concluded that this was an after thought, and the books burnt (if att all) ex 
fiojl fafto. Hee had on Tuefday imprudently enough faid, that if the com¬ 
mittee lhould have demanded thofe books, he, would have burnt them before 
their faces. 

After his defence, the queftions went without other oppofition, than what 
was very flender, by Mr. Minihall and Mr. Fuller; fif Richard Steele fayd 
a little, nott very plaine in effeft (as I underftood him) that the examinations 
did nott fufficiently fupport the queftion propofed, butt itt did nott obtaine. 
Mr. Walpole’s corner fatt mute as fifties. Mr. Fuller, upon one queftion de¬ 
manded a divifion, which was very artfully turn’d of by the fpeaker, and ge¬ 
nerally tmderftood with defign to obviate the difficulty thofe in employment 
might lye under, on whatever fide they lhould divide. ' Thus the matter ended, 
and in return for the fatigue the houfe underwent, we gott a play day, adjourn¬ 
ing 
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sit 

Ing till to-morrow, when I thinke fir George Cafwell will have the fame South Sea. 

fate. '- 

I am told his grace* told a gentleman, that he had very earneftlyprefstyour # 
continuance; I am pretty fure (if foe) he might have fav’d that pains on your Grafton, 
-account, which I have very often broadly hinted, and indeed fpoak itt in plaine 
terms. I thinke your writing to defire to be difcharged very well de¬ 
fer ves confideration, and I thinke fhould nott be long delay’d. I hear (and 
believe) Horace Walpole is to fucceed Mr. Stanhope as one of the fecre- 
taryes of the treafury; you may bee fure "’twill fuit his brother’s inclination, 
in cafe (which is nott doubted) his brother 'be chancellor of the exche¬ 
quer, and that Mr. Hopkins (your commiffioner) is to be lord lieutenant’s 
fecretary. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 

Parliamentary proceedings in the cafe of fr George CafwelL—Difcontents on 
the acquittal of Stanhope.—Walpole fpeaks in favour of Aiflabie. 

(March 11,1720-1.) YESTERDAY fir George Cafwell had Mr. Aiflebye’s Middleto* 
Fate, with this further addition, of refunding 250,000 1. as you’l fee by the ^ a P ers * 
■votes. The day was long enough, though nott foe bad as the other; for we 
rofe juft after eight o’clock. Our time was taken up by an infignificant de¬ 
fence, endeavouring to prove that company loofers by the South Sea. The 
onely materiall thing infilled uppon by him, was a pretence of having given 
fufficient fecurity for the 50,000 /. ftock, taken in by Knight for them, in 
•order to gett clean of a former refolution. 

The cafe (as himfelf opened it, flood thus:) in January or February 1719, 

(for wee can never fix them to certain times in any inftance) hee and company 
pawned 70,000 k ftock to the South Sea company, borrowing 105,000 k up¬ 
pon itt. . The firft of March following, Knight takes in the 50,000 k fictitious 
ftock for them; uppon which, two queftions arofe. Firft, whether the pawned 
ftock could (without agreement of partyes) remaine a farther fecurity for the 
,50,000 1 . ftock taken in by Knight, even fuppofe itt would in vallue have 
anfwered both,; fecondly, whether itt would have been fufficient fecurity. 

The mailer of the rolls differ’d from his brethren uppon the firft; infilling 
•that before they fhould have been lett into the redemption uppon payment of 
the 105,000 k they would have been oblidged in equity to have payd for the 
,50,000 k ftock taken in by Knight. I mull here obferve, that long after, 

e e 2 and 
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Period III. and att the bar fayd to bee the 13th of May, (though noe witnefle uppon oath 
720to 1727* before the committee would fix the time) a note under Cafwell’s hand was 

. mmJ 

, 72I< fent to Mr. Knight for 125,000/. the price of the 50,000/. ftock at 250Z. per 
cent. As to the fecond point, ’twas urged (and generally agreed to) that i£ 
the South Sea fcheme had failed in our houfe, the 70,000/. ftock would nott 
have been near a fufficient fecurity for the 105,000/. lent thereon. The 
mailer’s differing from us, was in my opinion, what lead the managers into 
the demand of a divifion uppon the firft queftion; butt they foon faw their 
error, the yeas being 228, the noes but 92. You'l eafily believe the fubfequent 
queftions were given up uppon feconding; if I miftake nott, the firft queftion 
was battail’d to avoid the confequence of our laft queftion, that of refunding. 
For ’tis generally thought, this ftock was in truft for others, and this was in 
plaine termes fpoake ftrongly to in the debate. Even the mailer of the rolls 
declared freely his. being of that opinion; going yett farther, that he did nott 
fee how any member could juftify buying ftock (pending the bill) although he 
fhould even have payd ready money for itt. ’Tis nott to bee conceived what 
fatisfafilion thefetwo dayes work havegiven, and indeed ’tis well itt foe hap¬ 
pens, for the rage was grown to fuch highth uppon the acquittal of Stanhope, 
that noe man can tell when ’twould have ended. Bonfires were made in the 
citty the day Mr. Ailleby went to the tower. 

’Tis fayd, an attack uppon the committee was talkt of in private, and in¬ 
tended, butt we have a filed with fuch caution and candour as to bid defiance. 
Should any thing of that kind bee attempted, they mull have a better polle 
than appears att prefent. Our creditt throughout the kingdom will fuffi- 
ciently fupport us. Lett them looke to themfelves, they Hand- on a fandy 
foundation. In debating the motion for a bill again!! Mr. Aifleby, Mr. Wal¬ 
pole faid, impeaching (nott billing minifters) was the way of parliamentary 
proceeding in time of our anceltors; which was very fmartly animadverted 
uppon, particularly by the mailer. He obferved (faying that, gentleman 
very well knew) that the courfe of parliamentary proceedings was alter’d, 
quite inverted, by rendring all profecutions by way of impeachments ineffec¬ 
tual; that noe greater inftance need bee given then in the prefent cafe, 
wherein the lords had by way of anticipation entered into the examination of 
what properly belonged to the commons, in order to come to a refolution of 
the legality of that conftitution, made by the treafury, appointing the direfilors 
judges, where they were beyond poflibility of deny all, partyes; by which means 
all the public creditors were impofed uppon and defrauded, and which in 

truth 
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truth, was the firfl and cheife fource of the misfortunes,, which have hap-- South Sea. 

1 1 1 

P ened - . . . 1721; 

Whether our feffion be drawing towards an end, or will pro'^aQ. into a 

very long one, is nott in my opinion certaine, though I rather incline to 
thinke the former, being thoroughly perfuaded wee are nott to expedl Knight’s 
being brought over.. I looke uppon this as a: two edged fword,.which will 
give a gafh either way, thofe in whofe power itt is, will doubtlefsly determine 
uppon what they thinke lead dangerous, in which there can bee noe doubt 
as to the prefent; lett to morrow looke to. itfelfe. 

THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 

Proceedings in the houfe of commons in the cafe of ■ the earl of Sunderland: 

(March 16, 1720-1.) THAT part of the report of the committee of fe- Middleton 
crecy, which related to lord Sunderland,, and fhould have been taken into * >apers ‘ 
conlideration on Tuefday, was att the preffing inftances of Mr. Walpole, ad¬ 
journ’d to yefterday,., uppon fuggeflion that itt would bee necelfary, for the 
further information of the houfe, that the feverall wittnelfes whoe had been 
examined by the committee, might bee examined att die bar, fince poffibly 
they might nott come up, in every particular whereof they had informed the 
committee, or might fo far explaine their meaning, as to give a very different 
turne from what the words of their examination might poffibly import. Wee 
very well forefaw gaining a night was chiefly in viewe, and itt had (in my opi¬ 
nion, its effedl) for when they came to be examined, uppon croffe queitions, 
every one of them ftrenghtned the report; among the reft ordered to attend, 
fir John Blunt was one, but his lordfhip’s advocates did nott thinke fit to call 
him in. The abftradl of the report which' you have, will evince the ftrenghth 
of the cafe, which I own I thinke fuller proved (and foe I fayd) then any of 
the three cafes which had been under confideration. 

The defence made, was entirely different from what I expected, there being 
(as I apprehended) noe room left for denying the faff, wherefore I concluded 
the fufficiency of the fecurity (his lordfhip’s note, fworne to have been fhew’d 
fir J. Blunt by Knight), would have been infilled.uppon* hut that point was 
given up, and his lordfhip’s denyall of any flock taken, or note given, was , 
the fubjedt of three hours debate,. after all the papers read, and wittnelfes ex¬ 
amined; by way of. negative proofe, Mr. Pelham, brother to the duke of 
Newcaflle, and Mrv Walpole, inform’d, the. houfe,.that his lordfhip had em¬ 
powered • 
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Period III. powered them to declare, that noe flock had ever been taken in for him by 
, 1720to 1727 . ^ n ight, or note given, foe that the queflion in truth was neither more or leffe 
1721. then whither wee fhould give creditt to that affertion, or fir John Blunt’s oath. 
A good deal of paines was taken to falfifie the oath, by afking the witneffes att 
'the bar, whither Knight had told them of this flock being taken in prefence 
and hearing of fir John Blunt (as he had fworne) they own’d Knight’s telling 
them of the flock foe taken in for lord Sunderland. One of them fayd he was 
alone with Knight when.hee tdldhimof itt; two others own’d fir John’s being 
in the roome when hee told itt them* butt did nott believe him within hearing 
of what Knight fayd. Such trifling fluff never furely was infifted uppon in 
any other cafe, and would.in any other have been the ftrongeft proofe of the 
fafl:. ’Twas forefeen too well that fuch a defence was nott to be relyed uppon, 
and therefore the fheet anchor was lord Oxford’s play. If you come into 
this vote againft lord Sunderland, the miniftry are blowne up, and muft, and 
neceffarily will bee fucceeded by a tory one. I really thinke I never heard 
any thing better debated on the one part, or more weakly on the other ; but 
fir J. Walter’s argument .of monofillable, was the beft refuge. Yeas 172. 
Noes 233. I have funke nothing, but tell truly and in fhortthe whole cafe. 
I take itt for graunted wee are over the materiall parts of both reports, if what 
I heard this day in the houfe prove true. One whoe came out of the citty, told 
mee, hee believ’d Mr. Craggs dying, if nott actually dead, and gave fome 
circumftances in confirmation of a whifper of his having taken a dofe, if foe, 
Itt zefembles in great .meafure lord Effex’s cafe. ’’ 

"THOMAS BRODRICK TO LOUD MIDDLETON. 

Walpole /peaks again/, a bill for JubjeBing Aiflabie’s ejlates in like manner M 

the directors’. 

htfiddleton (April 22,1721.) WEE were told of a very great ftruggle and long de- 
Papers. ^ ate w hi c h was to bee yefteiday, uppon the motion for confolidating Mr. 

Aiflebye’s bill with that of the directors, butt it prov’d far otherwife. That 
•motion was lett goe eafily, if I miftake nott uppon a furmife, that thereby 
the lords would have a better handle for arguing itt to bee a trick, fince that 
•of the directors is for veiling and felling their eftates, the other onely for ren- 
dring an account of vallue., for which a former bill has paft in relation to the 
dire&orsj butt in this they were well jockyed by the next (unexpected) mo¬ 
tion for providing by a claufe, that his eftate bee fubjeEed in like manner as 

the 
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die directors are. I fay unexpe&ed, becaufe Mr. Walpole could nott forbear South Sea. 

owning.it fach; hee had nott fpoake before, butt now did with great earneft- 

nefle, calling itt a bill of attainder, or equivalent to fuch, butt the maine bent 

of his fpeech was to move the paffions, by mentioning over and over againe 

wife, children, family, Sec. You would have been furprized to have feen how 

little place thistooke, gentlemen fatt like foe many ftatues, without being mov’d 

b-y aid this oratory, I dare confidently affirme there were nott thirty noes, from 

whence you will eafily-conclude them difereet enough nott to divide. -The 

onely perfons befide, who fpoake againft the queftion, were fir Richard Steele, 

fir James Campbell, vifeount Nevill,' Mr. Vernon, brother-in-law to Mr. • 

Aifleby, and Arthur Moore: I am fatisfyed ’twill goe downe like chopt hay 
in the other houfe; they may perhaps fend itt back with an amendment, by 
leaving out Mr. Aiflebly, to which I thinke the commons will nott agree, 
even though ways and means fhould bee found to take-fome of, .for the waters 
run low in the ufuall place for effe&ing fuch defignes. I conclude the bill will 
paffe, from believing the lords will nott take the load of loofing itt uppori their- 
fhoulders, or rather the miniftry, whofe influence is allwayes thoroughly un- 
derftood, and . att whofe doore (principally) ’twill be layd by the whole 
nation. 


SAINT JOHN BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 

Laments that fufficient punifhment will not he infliBed on the direBors.—- - 
Accufes Walpole of being their Jkreen, and of aBing in concert with Sun¬ 
derland. 

(London, May 24, 1721.) I Have been fo fhort a time in town, that your Middleton - 
lordfhip will not expe£t much news from me, and what little I have heard, is ^ a P ers * 
far from being agreeable or indeed proper to be communicated by letter. A 
great man is determined to fpend the fummer at a country feat, he has at a 
very great diftance from this place, notwithftanding the orders that were given - 
to fit up a very fine houfe he has two miles below Kingfton, and the de¬ 
clarations that were made of his refolutions to live there this fummer. 

They fay, when this matter was open’d to fome of his friends, who were call’d 
together to advife with upon this occafion; there were very warm debates 
about it, and by much the greater part gave their opinions very freely againft ■ 
the journey, and the advifers of it; which however was refolv’d upon by the 
opinion of two or three, who feem to have a great influence over the gentle¬ 
man. 
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Period III. man. This refolution is kept as a very great fecret, for fear of applications 
l J 2 ° 101727 ; agairift it from people, who fancy they have a right to intermeddle in the moft 
1721. fecret tranfaftions of the family, and will in all probability, take upon them 
to do fo in this. You may depend upon the truth of what I tell you, and I 
am fure would do fo, if ’twere proper for me to name the perfon from whom 
I received the account of it. After all the pains that have been taken to de¬ 
tect the villanys of the direQors and their friends, I am afraid they will at laft 
flip thro’ their fingers, and that nothing further will be done as to confifcation, 
hanging. Sec. There certainly is a majority in thehoufe of commons, that are 
willing to do t'hem'felves and the kingdom juftice; but they aft fo little in con¬ 
cert together, that they are conftantly baffled by a fet of men whom guilt, 
money, &c. have iink’t in the clofeft bond. ’Tis impoffible to tell you of 
what infinite corifequence the abfence of a friend* of your’s is at this time, 
and how uneafy the generality of mankind is at it. He is, without compli¬ 
ment, the fpring that gives motion to the whole body; and the only man that 
either can or will fet matters in a true light, and expofe and baffle the 
fchemes of the Jkrttn , &c. 

The houfe were five hours in a committee laft Friday upon the Direc¬ 
tor’s bin, and were amus’d and banter’d the whole time by queftions and 
amendments propos’d by the fkreen, Sec. fo that they rofe at laft without 
coming to any refolution. They were to be upon the fame bufinefs again 
this day, but as foon as the houfe fat, Mr. Lechmere brought in Mill’s pa¬ 
per of this day (which is indeed a moft infamous treafonable libelj defcanted 
upon it for half an hour, and at laft mov’d to cenfure it. See. which was ac¬ 
cordingly order’d. The matter of the rolls, Pengelly, Rofs, and five or fix 
others fpeecht for the motion, fo that the time was fo fpun out by this means, 
fho’ no body ventur’d to oppofe the queftion, that when the order of the day 
•was called for, people feem’d to be tir’d, and readily went into the adjourning 
it till Wednefday. In fhort, unlefs this affair takes fome new turn, and frefh 
life by that time, you are to expeft very little fuccefs from the late enquiry, 
for the feffion is fpun out to that vaft length, that nothing can keep the coun¬ 
trey members in town; afid you may be affur’d, all proper arguments have 
been made ufe of by the direftors to keep their friends together. I doubt 
the fecret committee are not now fo unanimous as they have been, and 
that there have been at leaft two falfe brethren always among them. His 

* Thomas Brodrick, who was abfeat on account of indifpofidon. 


grace 
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grace of Lancafter, is promifed, and expefts mighty things ; and you may 
eafilv imagine the world is come to a fine pafs, and that the kingdom is like to 
be very happy, when the fkreen, and the gentleman * with the bloody nofe, acl : 
in perfedl concert together. 

SAINT JOHN BRODRICK TO LORD MIDDLETON. 

Parliament will faon rife.—Uncertain rumours concerning its fuppofed prolon¬ 
gation beyond the term, of ftven years.—Sunderland J.aid to be againjl it. 
—Walpole for it .— Gains his ele&ion at Bcraljlon by the ajfijlance of Wal¬ 
pole , againfi lord Carteret.—Motion to remit two millions to the South Sea 
company lojl. . 

MY LORD, * London, June 10, 17 

J Have not had the favour of a line from you fince I left Ireland, but hear 
from my uncle, that both lady Middleton and your lordfhip are very well. 
I am not out of hopes of being in Ireland, even before the end of this term ; 
the parliament will hardly fit beyond that time, the miniftry feeming as defirous 
of their riling as the country gentlemen. The bill of credit, and that for 
relief of the South Sea fufferers are both in fuch a forwardnefs, that I believe 
they will be fent to the lords by this day fennight at furtheft, where they will 
probably meet with a good deal of difpach, as you may be fure, that the malt 
hill will, which has been now twice read. If there ever were a defign to 
attempt continuing the parliament towards the end of the feffion, ’tis laid afide, 
at lead for the prefent; the great ones being too much divided to enter upon 
an affair, where I believe their united ftrength will not be fufficient. Lord 
S.* is faid to be againfi the experiment, W.+ and his friends for it, believing 
he will hardly be able to influence and conduct another as he has this parlia¬ 
ment. s Tis certain they are at prefent in great ftreights; there is hardly a 
probability of getting fuch another fet of honefl men together, as they have at 
prefent, and ’tis not certain, but even thefe may ride reftiff in cafe their 
leafe be renew’d, tho’ this is what is lead apprehended, their being a certain 
and tried way of quieting fuch unruly fpirits. 

Thefe divifions in the great ones, made my affair very eafy. Lord Car—t 
was pleafed to embark and follicite perfonally again'ft me, which made Mr. W. 
who at firft was zealoufly againfi; me, quit his countreyman, fir John Hobart, 
and engage all his friends for me, fo that I really believe, had they been fo 
hardy as to Hand a divifion, their numbers would not have exceeded forty, 
vol. 11. part 11. r f 1 tho’ 


South Sea. 


1721. 
Lord Sun* 

derlancL 


Middleton 

Papers. 


* Sunder¬ 
land. 

f Walpole. 
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Period III. tho’ both lords S-d and C- n,* faid publickly at their levees, the morn- 

1720 to 1727 . jpg before gieQioa came on, that I Ihould loofe it by more than two 
1721. to one. 

• Carleton. There was a pretty extraordinary attempt made yefterday in the houfe. 
You remember that fome time ago, there was a very warm debate, and a clofe 
divifion in a committee of the whole houfe, about remitting the remaining 
two of feven millions to the South Sea company, which was carried in the ne¬ 
gative, by a fmall majority. This refolution, tho’ agreed to above a month 
ago, was not reported till yefterday, .and moft people thought would have 
been unanimoufly agreed to ; but as foon as the report was made, fir Ch* 
Wager, in a very fliort unintelligible fpeech, mov’d todifagree with the com¬ 
mittee, and was feconded by Hor. Walpole. Mr. Freeman of Hertfordfhire, 
got up and fpoke to order, faid, as this was a moft unreafonable, fo ’twas a 
very irregular motion, that there could be nothing more fo, then giving money- 
in the chair, which this in effect was; for if the two millions, which were now 
the money of the publick, were remitted, the houfe mu ft think of another 
fund to make them good, or at leaft continue the dutys on candles, foap, &c. 
which this money was to pay off. The queftion was then put, for agreeing, 
&c. and carried only by a majority of 11, 166 againft 155; when very few 
thought there were lo many in the houfe would have appear’d on that fide of 
the queftion. This extraordinary attempt was fo far refented by the majority, 
that while the houfe was telling, I thought ’twas refolv’d to attempt to- ftrike 
off two of the five million, in return to their friends favour, but upon re¬ 
porting the divifion, the motion was dropt; which in the temper the houfe 
was, I really believe might have been carryed, if attempted. I write this 
before I go to the houfe, if any thing worth your notice happen there to day, 
I will trouble you with it. I beg you will pleafe to give lady Middleton my 
humble duty, and to believe me, my lord. See. 

8 in the evening. I am this minute come from the houfe, where we had a 
warm debate, about the time to which Aiflabie’s forfeiture fhould relate. W—e 
K—e and all the court were for carrying it only to December 1719; which 
would have produced little or nothing to the publick; others were for the time 
of his being chancellor of the exchequer, and carryed 113 againft 95. My 
uncle propofed this time, and- fpoke for it. Sir Jofeph jekyll, was for 
going as high as when he was appointed treafurer of the navy, but this was 
generally diflik’t. The torys were againft him to. a man,, and there was, 
as indeed there generally is, a pretty motley divifion; the torys, and what 
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they call the old whigs againft the court. Thefe have generally gone together, 
fince I came into the houfe, and are at prelent, indifpiitably the majority. So 
that I think, there will hardly be an attempt this feffion to continue the parlia¬ 
ment j that great work muft be referv’d to another, by which time, gentle¬ 
men will have leifure to refletft, and confider the arguments that will certainly 
be applyed to them. Be it when it will, I think ’twill hardly meet with 
fuccefs. 


1722. 


MR. AISLABIE TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Thanks him for his kindnefs, and acknowledges his own mijlakes . 

SIR, Feb. z, ijzu 

| Am extremely fenfible of your generality, and am more alham’d of my owne 
follies and miftakes, than any fevere treatment I might deferve at your 
hands cou’d make me. Since you have been fo good to promife to forget 
what is pafs’t, I lhall not put you in mind of it any further, than to return 
you my molt hearty thanks. I have fent you an account of the king’s Hock, 
with all the dividends as they were received by fir Charles Vernon, to whome 
the ftock was transferred; I have accounted with him this morning, and he 
lias bought the ftock that was pawned to him, and paid me the ballance; fo that 
at laft, I have rais’d as much as will pay the king, and lhall have it ready 
againft Monday night, if you pleafe to let me know to whome I mull 
pay it. 

I have likewife fent you a ftate of my owne account before the judges, by 
which you will fee my eftate is not fo great as is reprefented, lince I muft take 
all the had debts to myfelf. The truftees are both very civill to me, and I 
am very fenlibly to whome I owe it. The judges meet on Wednefday next, 
to proceed on my account; when the chief juftice Prat will be there; if he 
and judge Fortefcue be well inclined, I hope to make an end of it. The doubt 
they make at prefent is, whether 29,000/. publick money, which was in Mr. 
Hawes’s hands Oftober 1718, be part of the effefls I had in other people’s 
hands at that time, and which I had invefted in flocks fome time after all the 
publick money was paid away. As this can fcarce be a point, yet being 
matter of account, they do not take it readily. I beg that you will affift me 

F.f 2 to 


South Sea* 
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Period III. to make an end of this affair, in fuch manner as you think proper, that yott 
i 7 2ot ° 1727 . may { ee> that by making me free, you have made me your creature, and moft 
1722. obliged faithfull fervant. 

Hitherto the correfpondence, with a few exceptions, has been pubKfhed ac¬ 
cording to chronological order, but from this period, I am under the 
neceffity of occafionally interrupting it, for the purpofe of placing together 
fuch letters and papers as relate to one perfon, or to a particular event, as 
bilhop Atterbury, Bolingbroke, Wood’s patent, and other articles. 


LETTERS AND PAPERS RELATING TO ATTERBURY. 

THIS ARTICLE COMPRISES, 

1. Letters to and from bi/hop Atterbury and Robert Walpole; and papers in 

the hand-writing of Atterbury, found in Morice’s pojfejfon. 

2. Bepoftion , and letters of Morice to his father-in-law. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Various intelligences concerning the fchemes of the pretender and Jacobites in 
Italy and Spain.—Kelly arrefed.—Proofs of bijhop Atterbury’s treafonable 
correfpondencies.—Incident of the dog Harlequin . 

DEAR HORACE, May 29, 1722. O. S. 

Walpole J Have feverall times been prevented from writing to you to give you an 
Papers. account how affairs flood here, and in particular in regard to the plott, 
which has been hitherto carried on in the fame manner, and with a refolution 
to be executed in cafe the king goes abroad j but as his majefty is now come to 
a declaration, that he will not go this fummer, I am' of opinion, that this will 
putt an end to the whole enterprife. The ftate of our intelligence, as it ftands 
now, is in the feverall intercepted letters going and coming, the repeated ad- 
• The regent, vices from France from the fame great canal,* confirmed by feverall par¬ 
ticulars and advices direftly from- Rome: thefe laft have come to us by two 
t Britifli en- different ways from Davenant,+ who is now at Rome, with feverall circum- 
VOy ' fiances, and the emperour*s minifter refiding there, communicated by way of 

France from Penterrider. There are allowances to be made in the accounts 

that 
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that come from Penterrider, who, I think, aggravates things to his own in- Atterbury. 
intereft and purpofe, to Chew that the courts of France and Spain are con-' f 

cerned in this matter. The fubftance of thefe advices, as far as I think 
they really are to be credited is, that the pretender has of late been frequently 
abfent from Rome at a country houfe taken for him, where he is gone now to 
refide altogether, the better to cover his abfence, if his departure Ihould be 
determin’d upon. He is to embark at Port Longone, where three Spanilh 
men of war attend him, that came thither with ftores and ammunition ; but 
’tis my opinion, they came thither on purpofe. He is to go incognito to 
Spain, and be there in a readinelfe to imbark upon notice that the king is gone. 

The duke of Ormond has likewife left Madrid, and is at a country houfe, ’tis 
fuppoled with the fame view. But it is very plain that the whole fcheme is 
concerted for the king’s going abroad, and though I think it mod probable, 
that we fhall hear of the pretender’s having left Italy; I can’t believe but he 
will wait in Spain, ’till he hears from hence, what refolution the king has finally 
taken in regard to his journey; which being now wholly putt off, I think it 
will begett new confiderations, and determine in laying the projeft afide. 

All other of our advices are fo very agreeable to this from Rome; that 
I think there is no room to doubt but the truth is much as I have ftated 
and I confeffe to you, that it appears to me fo very difficult to believe enough 
with regard to Spain, without believing too much, that I am inclin’d to carry 
my apprehenfions from that quarter a great deal further, than I think it proper 
for any of us as yett to own; or that either of the fecretaries of ftate will agree 
with me in. All the intercepted letters and corrcfpondences carried on in 
cant allegories, cyphers, and fictitious names, have hitherto confirm’d our other 
accounts; but of late ’tis plain they fuppofe wee fee what they write, that every 
thing now is wrote on purpofe to be read. Thefe letters were direfled 
to feverall different addreffes, and left at feveral coffee-houfes; but we 
learnt that one Kelly, alias Johnfon, call’d for them all, and diftributed them 
properly; and when we found that we had no further ufe of feeing them, it 
was rcfolved to take up Kelly, which was done, and all his papers feifs’d, but 
by a molt fcandalous management, he was fuffer’d to gett his fword, which had 
bee taken from him, to drive the meffengers out of the room, and burn his 
papers. You may cafily imagine what a noife fuch a thing makes; and what 
makes it more material in theih corrcfpondences, that pafs’d through Kelly’s 
hand, it was very plain, that, f he names of Islington and Jones , were the bifhop 
of Rochefter, which has now been proved by an incident of a little dog, that 


was 
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Period III. was lent from France to Mrs. Illington (before his lordfhip’s lady died) and 
172oto 1727 .^3 men tioned in fome of the moft treafonable letters. Upon the examina- 
1722. lionet has been confeffed, that this dog * was fent to the bilhop of Rochefter, 

which 


# The curious incident relating to the dog mentioned in this letter, as one among many 
proofs, that Atterbury had maintained a treafonable correfpondence with the pretender’s agents; 
is thus related -in the report of the committee of fecrecy, drawn up by Pulteney : c * Some let¬ 
ters having been intercepted, which there is good reafon to believe were from the bifhop of 
Rochefter; and one of thefe letters figned T. Jones, and another T. Illington, the committee 
lay before the houfe the evidence they found of the bifhop *s being defigned by thefe two names, 
colleded from circumftances, which being in themfelves feemingly minute, and of little con¬ 
sequence, were for this reafon more frankly confeffed by thofe, who were obftinate in concealing 
ftronger proofs; and yet at the fame time* lead dire&ly to the difcovery of the perfon meant 
by thofe names. Mrs. Barnes, being examined before a committee of the council, obftinately 
refufed to make the leaft difcovery relating to George Kelly; but when Ihe came to be afked 
what fhe knew about a dog, fent over by Kelly from France; not fufpedlrng this could lead to 
any difcovery, ihe readily owned, that a fpotted little dog, called Harlequin, which was 
Brought from France, and had a leg broken, was left with her to be cured : that the laid dog 
was not for her, but for the bifhop. of Rochefter; and that Kelly promifed to get the dog of 
the bifhop of Rochefter for her, in cafe it did not recover of its lamenefs. This declaration, fhe 
figned in the prefence of the committee of council: and Kelly himfelf made no difficulty to own 
the receiving fuch a dog from France. But it appears By letters intercepted between Kelly 
and Ms correfpondents in France, that a dog fo named and hurt, was fent over to Kelly from 
France, to be delivered as a prefent to the perfon denoted by the name of Jones or Illington.”* 
This -coincidence of circumftances, proved indifputably, that bifhop Atterbury was defigned 
mnder the names of Jones and Illington: the bifhop himfelf, in his eloquent defence, does not 
'Condefcend to take any notice of this circumftance; his advocates, aware of the impreffion which 
dt had made againft their client, endeavoured to refute it, but they could only oppofe fuppo- 
ditions to pofitive fa'dh As -ridicule has more weight than fophiffry, however. Swift defended his 
friend Atterbury in fome burlefque verfes, “ upon the horrid plot difcovered by the bifhop of 
Rochefter’s French dog.” In a dialogue between a whig and a tory j in which the author 
iuimournufly decries the evidence derived from the dog : 

Now let me tell you plainly, fir. 

Our witnefs is a real xurr 9 
A dog of fpirit for his years. 

Has twice two legs, two hanging ears; 

His name is Harlequin I wot. 

And that’s a name in ev’ry pku 

'* Repwt of the Secret Committee 3 fee .jdf@ Ahftxaft of the Report in Political State of €reat Britain, 
p. 306, 


Refold 
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which has at leaf!; ferv’d to fix the certainty of the names. We are in trace ’ Atterbury. 
of feverali things very material, but we fox-hunters know that we do not al- ' 
ways find every fox that we crofie upon; but I doubt not but this matter 
will come out fo as to ftiame all gainfayers. I know nothing elfe to trouble 
you with, but the profpeft we have of the two companies agreeing, which I 
perfuade myfelf is now paft hazard, and flocks begin now to rife fo faft, 
that I hope an immediate execution may attend the agreement, which has been 
the only caufe of the late delay. 


BISHOP ATTERBURY TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Dejires to know whether he Jhall audit the accounts of the money expended for 

the repairs of Wefminjler alley. 

SIR, Deanery, Auguft 4, 172** 

'J'HE executor of your late receiver of abbey-money, has brought me an 
account of the faid receipt and difburfements for fometime paft, defiring 
me, as a commifiioner, to perufe it in order to its being allowed. Upon 
calling my eye over it, I find it to be already audited, and fworn to by him, 
according to the courfe of the exchequer. But the fub-commiffioners in the 
former commiffion, either being abfent, or not caring upon fome fcruples they 
have entertained in relation to the legality of it, to a£t; your executor preffes 
me for his difeharge; he being bound to pafs the late receiver’s account in 
three months after his deceafe; which time is now near elapfed. Till this be 
done, none of the money lately allotted by you, fir, to the abbey, and now in 
the new receiver’s hands, can be regularly paid the workmen,, who fland in 
great need of it, having large demands on that head. However, fir, I am 
not willing to take any ftep, or to give myfelf any trouble in this cafe, ’till 


Orford 

Papers® 


Refolv’d to fave the Britijh nation. 
Though French by birth and education ; 
His correfpondence plainly dated,. 

Was all decypher'd and tr(inflated: 

His anfwers were exceeding pretty. 
Before the fecret wife committee: 
Confeft as plain as he could bark: 

Then with his fore-foot fet his mark*” # 

* Swift’s Works, v, 7, p. $14 


I know 
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I know your pleafure: whether, in thefe circumftances, which will not per¬ 
haps again happen, you think it proper to have this account thus attefted 
and fworn, palled and figned by the commiflioners themfelves, as it certainly 
may be, upon the foot of the aft. If you think fo, I fhall be ready, together 
with the new receiver, to infpect the vouchers carefully; and having done fo, 
and found all right, either to fign the account myfelf, or to lay it before you 
in order to its being fign’d by the commiflioners. I would have waited on 
you, in relation to this matter; but think this the lefs troublefome way of 
application. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. 

Excufes himfelf for not paffing the accounts in the manner defred by the bijhop, 

MY LORD, Chelfea, Auguft 15, 1711. . 

J Had the honour of your lordfhip’s letter, concerning the accoun s of the 
late receiver of the money, given for the repairs of Weftminfter abbey, 
which I fhould have immediately confider’d, with a difpofition to concur 
with your lordlhip, with the fame readinefs, that I have hitherto done in every 
thing that related to the affairs of the abbey, if I had not been informed of the 
great uneafinefs, that our laft proceedings had given to the prebendaries of 
the church, which they having now reduced into writing, I fend your lordlhip 
a copy of their reprefentation, as deliver’d to me; that you may be fnfibie of 
the reafons that have convinc’d me, not only not to proceed in the manner that 
I have hitherto done, but to endeavour to give them all the fatisfaction that is 
in my power, in a cafe, where I think they have fuch juft reafon to complain. 
I think myfelf oblig’d to acquaint your lordlhip, that I have very freely own’d, 
that I was furpris’d into the fteps that I have taken, having never had the leaft 
intimation of any former conftitutions appointing fub-commiflioners for the 
care and infpeftion of thefe works, which being fo rightly placed in the 
prebendaries of the church, I cannot but be of opinion it ought to be con¬ 
tinued there, that I hope your lordlhip will excufe me, if I concur with my 
lord chief juftice Pratt, in rectifying an error, which I was inadvifedly led 
into. I am, &c. &c. 
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BISHOP ATTERBURY TO ROBERT WALPOLE. < 

Exprejfes his furprife at the refolution of Walpole, and the reprefentations 
of the prebendaries.—Juflifies his-own conduct on this occafon. 

SIR* ' Bromley, Auguft x8 a 1722* 

"YOUR letter of Auguft 15, has, this afternoon, reach’d me here from the 
deanery; where, 1 fuppofe, it may have layn for a day or two. The 
reprefentation of the prebendarys, that you have been pleafed to tranfmit 
■with it, is news to me; not one of them having complained or Ipoken to me, 
©n that head: tho’ I Ihould have thought that fort of application to have been 
moft natural and regular. I lately indeed heard, they had doubts concerning, 
their power to aft under the former fub-commiffion; and I believe I men¬ 
tioned them in the letter I had fome time ago the honour of writing to you;; 
and defired only to have the accounts of the late receiver (already audited and 
fworn) palled by the commiffioners themfelves (as his executor prefs’d they 
might be, and brought me the books for that purpofe) that the money, which 
had fo long been order’d, and is now in the prefent receiver's hands, might be 
paid to the poor workmen without farther delay. But I had no view towards* 
making that the ufual method of palling thofe accounts; nor, I dare fay, is 
there a word in my letter tending that way. 

On the contrary, fir, you may be pleafed to recolleft, that I apply’d to you for 
a fub-commi(fion; and propofed onely a new receiver, in the room of him that 
is dead; and the dropping of a falary of 100/. per annum, which for many 
years, has been a mere honorary penfion to an officer, who never has fet foot 
within the walls of the church, nor contributed in the leaft towards carrying on 
the repairs, or infpefting the accounts. And I humbly thought, that money 
might-be bellowed'on the fabric, better, and more agreeably to the intentions 
for which it was given. I own, fir, you exprefs’d your doubts in that cafe,. 
concerning the expedience of fuch an alteration; and I immediately comply’d 
with them. 

After I had waited on you, and ‘you had referred me to Mr. Trecher of the 
treafury, I fet myfelf to procure a copy of the fub-commiffion for him, and 
defired the executor of the late receiver to furniffi me with it: which he for 
fome days declined. Upon which, I fent to the treafury, and to the exchequer;- 
but found it was not enter’d at either of thofe places. At laft, I litt upon 
an old copy of it, written in the hand of the late receiver, which I lodg’d 
vol. 11. part 11. g g with 


Atterbury. 


1722. 


Orford 
■v Papers. 
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Period III. with Mr. Trecher; and with him it refted for three weeks and upwards, till 
1720101727 . new appointment of the prefent receiver was drawn up and engrafs’d: in 
1722. the forming of which, I had nothing to do; but fat ftill, and quietly expected 
the event. And that commiffion, fir, you know, exprefsly refers to the fub- 
•commiffion, and obliges the prefent receiver to conform himfelf to it. Nor 
was I aware that a fub-commiffion, by which the late receiver had acted to 
the time of his death, was determined: efpecially, if you, fir, and my lord 
chief juftice, fhould have been pleafed to endorfe it, as is ufual, I am told, in 
like cafes, at the treafury. The only difference, I did, or do apprehend be¬ 
tween a new fub-commiflion, .and an endorfement of the old one is, that the 
number of fub-commiflioners would be fuller in the one cafe than the other; 
to which I have no manner of objefition. 

I fhall not enter into farther particulars, at prefent, being at a diftance from 
my papers. But I intend to be in town on Monday; and hope for that equity 
from you, fir, and from my lord chief juftice, that, neither of you will pre¬ 
cipitate your decifion in a matter where you have heard what is faid on one 
fide only. Whatever I otherwifie am, yet as dean of Weftminfter, I have a 
right to be heard, on this occafion, in which I am moft immediately con¬ 
cerned. If you, fir, judge otherwife, and fhall think fit to take any ftep 
hinted at in the reprefentation, without allowing me an opportunity of laying 
my thoughts of it before you; tho’ I can never join in fuch a meafure, yet I 
know how to fubmit in the manner that becomes, fir, your moft obedient and 
humble fervant. 


The hifhop wrote this letter on the 18th, and on the 24th was arrefted. 


The following papers written in the bifhop’s own hand, were found in Mr. 
Morice’s poffeffion, when he was arrefted and examined in 1732. 

Endeavours to prove^ that Jir Robert Walpole intended to bring in the pre¬ 
tender* t after the death of George the Firjl. Ji was probably written in 
1726, or the beginning of 1727. 

THE 

* It is not improbable, that tins paper was written by Atterbury, and lent to England for the 
purpofe of being employed in fome political publication, according to a fimilar plan mentioned 
in a letter from Pozobueno, the Spanilh minifter to Ripperda. 

London May 30,1726. I was informed by the Imperial refident, that Pulteney, the oracle 

of 
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"J^HE moft able and penetrating heads in England, judge fir Robert Wal- Atterburj 
pole’s fcheme to be. That king George fhould hold his throne during life; jj rau ^ t 
and that, upon his death, his fon the prince electoral fhould not fucceed, but 
the right line be reftored, in the perfon of king James himfelf, or (rather) in that 
of his fon the prince of Wales, if there be any hopes of his having a proteftant 
education. 

The proofs of this feheme are. i. That fir Robert Walpole has all along" 
liv’d in terms of defiance with the eleEtoral prince of Hanover; fo that 
he can expedl no mercy from him, whenever he fhall mount the throne, 
but is fure of being then ruin’d. He has but one method of preventing 
that blow; which is, by reftoring the rightful king, or his iffue; and he is un¬ 
der no tye of honour or confcience,with regard to. his party or principles, which; 
fhould hinder him from purfurng it. 

2. That he aims at this point, appears, from his deftroying the power of 
the German minifters, both at home and abroad, fo as to hinder them from 
meddling in anything, wherein theinterefts of England are concerned; which' 
would be falfe policy in him,, if he intended the fucceffion fhould be eftablifhed 
in a German family. From his management with refpeft to the debt of the 
nation, which he undertook to leffen: his talents peculiarly lye that way; but 
have been fo little exerted, that the public debt, has fwelled every year* gra¬ 
dually during his miniftry. The onely excufe that can be made for him is, 
that he hopes to cancel it at once, upon a new revolution;, when a prince fhall 
come in, whom that debt was contra&ed on purpofe to keep out. This will 
certainly then prove the cafe; and either he has this in his brow, or his con- 
du£t is altogether unaccountable. For he loads the people with new taxes, 
fixes upon them a Handing army, and augments it from time to time un¬ 
der various pretences; induces the parliament to take fteps that violate all 
the Englifh liberties, releafes king George from all the engagements he 
was under, when he accepted the crown, and gives him fuch extraordinary 
powers as were unknown to the conftituuon under it 3 moft arbitrary princes j 

of the oppofition, told him, that he was preparing to publilh before the meeting of parliament, 
proofs of the bad conduft of the government; in which he fhould accufe fir Robert Walpole of 
malverfation in the public expenditure, give a ftatement of the national debt, delineate the 
overbearing fpirit of lord Townfhend, who has reduced the nation to fuch a ftate, and whofe 
condu&feems to prove, that in conjundion with Walpole, he has an inclination to facrifice the 
king, and to place the pretender upon the throne. 

G g 2 
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Period III. for what reafon ? but to render that family odious, and by making the burthen 
* Z 0 tQl 7 2 7 , ' fo heavy, to prepare and difpofe the people towards fhaking it off, when the 
great opportunity happens, at the head of which he will certainly be, in hopes, 
by that means, of preferving himfelf from ruin. 

With what reafonab'le view could he forward thofe infolent and bullying 
.Heps taken with refpeft to the emperor, Spain, and Mufcovy, but in order to 
incenfe thofe powers to fuch a degree as fhould render them irreconcileable? 
and pufh them into meafures for reftoring the king, and by that means provid¬ 
ing for their own honor, intereft, and fafety. This event, he thinks himfelf un¬ 
able to effeSt, during the life of king George; but does every thing, that may 
facilitate it afterwards; and probably not without the privity and confent of 
his mailer.; who is known for obvious reafons, to hate and defpife the electoral 
prince, and to have mortify’d and counteracted him every way, fo as never 
but once when he went abroad, to entruft him with any lhare in the adminiftra- 
; tion, and the counfel given him then by Townlhend and Walpole, was the 
©ccafion of their being difgraced foon afterwards, upon his return from Ha¬ 
nover.: when it was particularly laid to their charge (and that charge was 
true) that they had endeavoured to render the prince independant of his 
father, by procuring a feparate revenue to be fettled upon him, in the firft 
parliament after king George came over. They have made amends for this 
condu£t fince, and have by that means (among others) re-eftablilhed their 
credit with king George, nor will they loofe it by any fcheme, which is not to 
take place till he is dead, and buried. 

What other account can be given why the prince in pofieflion does not 
fuller his grandfon Frederick, the diftant heir of the crown, to come into 
England, or even to learn the language of the country till lately ? Mult it not 
be fuppofed alone to imply, that he has no thoughts of his reigning there? If 
that be not aflually the cafe, nothing can be more wonderful than king 
George’s politics. 

Add to this (what is extremely remarkable) that neither of the famous 
fpeeches from the throne, or in any of the addrelfes and votes of the two 
houfes, during this feffion (in the wording of all which, fir Robert Walpole 
was chiefly concerned) any mention has been made of the fucceflion in the 
illuftrkms Houfe; a never failing topick upon former occafions; and moft 
proper to. be infilled on at a time, when the great complaint was, of an inva- 
fion defign’d in behalf of the pretender. It feems the fault of that defign 

was. 
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was, that it aim’d dire6tly at dethroning king George; but no concern is ex- Atterbury. 
prefs’d for thofe who are to come after him. 

From thefe, and feveral other reflections, the thinking men in England 
conclude, that fir Robert Walpole’s fcheme, is certainly what it has been 
reprefented, at the beginning of this paper; fince no other fuppofition, but 
that, can poffibly folve all prefent appearances. 

Bi/hop Atterbury endeavours to prove, that fir Robert Walpole is tottering s 
in order to induce him to break with England, and unite with the 
emperor. 

THE cardinal’s conduct in adhereing fo firmly to his engagements with Orford 
England, is matter of furprize to men of reflection, in many refpefts; but Papers ‘ 
there is one which ought to be of the greateft weight with him, yet feems not Draught. 
to be attended to, at leaft not fo much as it ought to be. It is the flipperi- 
nefs of the foundation, upon which the fcheme of the cardinal’s union with 
England was built; for it can hold no longer than Walpole’s minifhy fubfifts: 
and that feems to be very precarious at prefent. 

Two things require to be explain’d on that head, 1. That Walpole is 
linking. 2. That the ftriCf union between England and France will fink with 
him. Thefe two points being made out, the confequences are obvious, and 
need little explication. As to thefe points, were the cardinal duly informed 
of the true ftate of affairs in England, he would not want to have it prov’d, or 
at all explain’d to him; for nothing is more certain, than that Walpole’s power 
and influence decline apace, and are in danger of being foon overturned. 
Foreigners do not fo eafily enter into thefe things till it be too late; but flat¬ 
ter themfelves with feme publick appearances on which they are chiefly intent, 
and rely; without knowing the fecret caufes, that do in England gradually, but 
certainly produce fuch changes. Thefe the natives obferve, and can form 
fure judgment from them, about the approaching fall of any minifter. 

What they lay to his charge is: That his whole adminiftration is built on 
corruption and bribery; which he has carried to a greater height than any of 
his worft predeceffors ever did; and has by that fingle means work’d all his 
ends, and obtained all his majorities in parliament, at the expence of the 
morals of a people, who were remarkable heretofore for their honor and pro¬ 
bity, and who had fome fhare of it left, till they came under his admi- 
aiiflration. This method of corruption has indeed proceeded, fo far as to 

poifon 



23 ° 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


.Period III. 
1720101727 

'— -' 


Illegible. 


poifon the greater part of thofe who make the chief figure of our conftitutionj 
the members of both houfes. However, the bulk of the nation are ftiil unin- 
fecled, deteft the fchemer for the fake of it; being certified if it continues ' 
much longer, as it mull while he Hands, there will fcarce be any left to retrieve 
the ill confequences of it. The new load of taxes under which Great Britain 
now groans, the increafe of the public debt, which he undertook to diminifh 
confiderably, if not to extinguifh; the decay of public credit, by the fall of 
the flocks, and the lofs or fufpenfion of feveral chief branches of the Englifh 
trade, are all imputed to him, as the effefits of his councils and meafures, par¬ 
ticularly thofe which he entered into the laft fpring, with regard to the Emperor, 
Spain, and the Czarina. 

He is thought to have formed the defign of giving up Gibraltar to the Spa¬ 
niards, a defign fo difhonourable and mifchievous to the nation, as renders 
him odious to all forts of people, and particularly to the trading part of it. 
And yet with this he is charg’d in the public prints; and is look’d upon as 
driven to it by the neceffity under which England is brought by his manage¬ 
ment, of complying with the demands of France, who are fuppofed fecretly to 
to favour this feheme. 

Indeed the chief article of his accufation is (nor ought it to be dilfembled) 
that he has by his unlkilful meafures put the ballance of power in the hands of 
France, which is, by his means, become the umpire of all the differences be¬ 
tween the contefting powers of Europe; and particularly, the abfolute difpofer 
of the fate of Great Britain. That he has contributed to the re-eftablifhing 
of their marine by the very condition required of them in the Hanover treaty, 
and has favoured of late their reunion with Spain, which as an Englifhman, he 
Ihould rather have prevented. Thofe falfe, and (as it is thought) fatal fteps in 
politics, both whigs and tories, equally refent; the former as the real and 
natural enemy of France (however they may difguife that enmity at prefent) 
the latter as made fuch by the oppofition which France has given to the king’s 
reftoration. Both at length will join in crufhing Mr. Walpole, as the author 
of fuch meafures, as though they may end well at laft, yet were in themfelves 
of * * * * * 

Add to this the perfonal averfion king George is known, to have had for 
Mr. Walpole, tho’ he may cover it, as long as he thinks him neceffary for his 
fervice. The prince ,of Wales, his fon, is more open in his refentments; and’ 
all that depend on him are ready to take the firft opportunity of joining in 

Mr.. 
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Mr. Walpole’s ruin, which mull happen when a new parliament comes to be Atterbur 
chofen, i. e. after another feffion, but will probably happen, as foon as the 
prefent feffion determines, and of this there are very evident figns, which 
I ffiall in the next place mention. Mr. Walpole, for a twelvemonth part, has 
been pelted with pamphlets and papers of all forts, in verfe and in profe, writ¬ 
ten by men of all parties, and particularly by fome even of thofe, with 
whom he was formerly united, and who are very zealous at heart; at 
leaft they pretend fo to be, for fupporting the prefent government. This 
is a never failing mark of the approaching fall of any minifter. Ano¬ 
ther is, the gradual increafe of the minority in the houfe of commons, 
which voted againft the court, fince this feffion began. Every divifion 
wherein the public was concerned, added to their number; fo that from 
80, with which they fet out, they came at laft to 124: and Mr. Wal¬ 
pole, obferving their growing ftrength, was forced to ftop in a very ex¬ 
traordinary manner, by procuring a vote, while his majefty ftood firm, 
to prevent all farther enquirys during this feffion of parliament. No¬ 
thing can fliew a minifter to be harder driven, than his reforting to this 
expedient, which can ferve only a prefent turn; it betrays a fear of fuch 
enquiries, and that fear will bring them in at laft with great weight and 
vehemence. 

The immenle fortune he has rais’d in a few years (whereas he was worth 
nothing, when he came laft into power)-has expofed him to great envy: par¬ 
ticularly on account of the manner of his railing it, which has been by taking 
the advantage of his poft, to watch the rife and fall of ftock, and (as his ene¬ 
mies fay) to * * * on it: by which means he is become by far the UJegib] 

richeft commoner in the realm. The diftribution of preferments has been 
chiefly to his relations and dependents, without a regard to any other 
merit, than that of an implicit resignation of themfelves to his conduft and 
meafures. 

The conftitution during his power, has fuffer’d in divers other refpe&s. The 
law has been alter’d as to the choice of new parliament men: before they 
were chofen for three years only; now they may be continued for feven, 
which has made it more eafy for him to influence and corrupt the houfe of 
commons. The habeas corpus a 61 , the chief bulwark of the Englifh liberties, 
has been frequently fufpended: a {landing army has been fixed upon the na¬ 
tion, augmented gradually on various pretences, and thofe additional forces 

never 
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Period III. never afterwards laid down. Every one of the conditions, upon which king 
720to1727 .QeQj.ge acC epted the crown, has been relaxed and laid afide; particularly 
that, whereby it was ftipulated, that England lhou’d never be engag’d in any 
quarrel which related to his foreign dominions. Thefe' and other fteps by 
which the conftitution has been undermined and fubverted, are laid at Mr. 
Walpole’s door by the public voice of the people. 

That he is falling, appears even from thofe addreffes, which he has with fo- 
nauch induftry procur’d in his own commendation. For no minifter, that fits firm 
and is in credit, ever has recourfe to fuch methods of fupporting himfelf: thofe 
that totter only want and make ufe of them. Foreigners may think other- 
wife; but Englifhmen know well the force of this reafoning. If Mr. Walpole 
were not embarafs’d and in danger, he would quicken this feflion of parlia¬ 
ment, in order to give room to king George to make the early vifit he in¬ 
tends to make to his Hanover territorys; whereas he manifeflly protrafts the 
expedition of bufmefs there depending; why? but in hopes of producing 
fome plaufible fcheme of peace, when the aflembly tir’d by attendance, is 
grown thin; and of doling it at laft, by a general act of indemnity and pardon, 
neceffary to fcreen him from danger. 

In fhort, if he and his brother minifters were not diffident of their meafures, 
why have they chang’d them of late fo remarkably, and abated of their fpirit, 
both in afting and treating ? The firft is notorious, particularly with regard 
to Spain: and as to the latter, the cardinal himfelf, may be appeal’d to, whe¬ 
ther he does not find the Englifh minifter here, lefs impofing, and more docile 
sard tra&able, than formerly? If he does, he may fatisfy himfelf that Mr. 
Walpole’s approaching mortifications at home, are the caufe of it. When 
he falls, his brother, lord Townfhend, falls with him: for they two, are in 
effeft the miniftry, the reft are but their creatures and flaves. A new mi- 
niftry will certainly purfue new meafures; will run counter to thofe they fuc- 
ceed, and by laying of paft misfortunes on them, eftablilh their own power and 
popularity: and what then becomes of the Hanover treaty, when thofe who 
made it, are difgrac’d, and probably difgrac’d for making it? France will be 
ftripp’d of its new ally, and left to fhift for itfelf; and the cardinal will be¬ 
come the dupe of his own probity. He has but one way of furely avoiding 
this danger; and will he not take it? When he treats with the emperor; he 
treats with a fixed power, of which he is fure. When he treats with Eng¬ 
land, as it now ftands, he treats with a minifter, who influences the parlia¬ 
ment. 
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ment, indeed, while he continues; but as he is in power to day, may be out 
to-morrow. This is known to be the true ftate of the cafe, by all that know the 
prefent circumftances of England. 

BISHOP ATTERBURY TO MR. DICCONSON. 

On the death of his daughter.—Laments the fatal conferences of the peace 

between England and Spain. 

SIR* Montpelier, Dec, 4, 1749, 

J Have your letter of 15 November, and am much obliged to you for the 
friendly concern you exprefs in it. As to the article of my poor daughter, of 
whom, 7 days before the date of it, God was pleas’d to deprive me, upon a 
melancholy, yet comfortable meeting I had with her at Touloufe; where Ihe 
furviv’d her arrival 21 hours, and fpent that little time that was left her, in 
fuch a manner, as will make her memory ever dear and valuable to me. I 
thought nothing could have added to the affeXion and efteem I had for her; 
but I found myfelf miftaken, in thofe laft moments, when fhe took her leave 
of me. She is gone, and I muft follow her. When I do, may my latter 
end be like hers! It was my bufinefs to have taught her to dye, inftead of 
it Che has taught me. I am not afhamed, and wiih I may be able, to learn 
that leffon from her. What I feel upon her lofs, is not to be exprefs’d: but 
a refleXion on the manner of it, makes me fome amends. God has temper’d 
the feverity of the one, by the circumftances of the other: and has dealt with 
me, as in the reft of his inflictions, fo, as together with the great burthen 
he laid on me, to enable me at the fame time, in fome meafure to bear it. 

■ You will pardon me for entering into no other matter at prefent: not even 
that important one of the peace, which they write me word from Spain, is 
concluded; and by that means an end put to any hopes vainly conceived from 
thofe negotiations, and to all the ungrounded promifes of the Spanifh minif- 
ters at Paris. I have no inclination to enlarge on fuch matters now, or to 
trouble you or myfelf with reflexions on what paffes on the other fide, either 
of the Pirenees or the Alpes. The great matter of events, has wife reafons 
in every cafe for what he dos, in regard to the public, or private perfons, and 
we muft fubmitt to them, even when we do not comprehend or rellifh them. 
I am with true refpect, yours, &c. 


h h 
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l 720 toi 7 27 a BI$H0P ATTERBURY TO MR. TAYLOR OF BRIDEWELL* 

Complains of the injujlice of his brother's will, and requefs his opinion m 
what manner he Jhall proceed in obtaining his paternal eftate. 

SIR, Paris, Dec. 14, 1731. 

Orford YOU’LL be furprifed, and perhaps a little frightened, to receive a letter 
Papers. f ro m me, after almoft nine years interruption of our correfpondence. 

But the occafion, on my fide, is as extraordinary as the attempt, and will, I 
hope, excufe it. You cannot help being written to by me; nor is there any 
crime in it, if you reveal to a minifter of ftate, the very firft ftep of our in- 
tercourfe: as I defire you would, for my fake as well as your own, in order 
to your obtaining leave in form, to make an anfwer to what I now write, or 
ffiall hereafter write on the fame fubjeS. ’Tis of fuch confequence to me, to 
have your advice and affiftance, in an affair of law now depending, that I 
fhall willingly be at the charge of a fign manual towards procuring it. 

Sir, my elder and only brother lately dead, has dealt more cruelly with me, 
than the aft of parliament did. For that left me the fmall temporal fortune I 
then had, and might afterwards juftly expeft, in order to keep me abroad 
from contempt and ftarving. But my brother taking advantage from my cir- 
cumftances, which, he knew, would render it difficult for me to queftion what¬ 
ever he ffiould do, has endeavour’d to withdraw what the aft itfelf intended 
I ffiould enjoy, and to ftrip me by an unjuft will he has made, of the patri¬ 
mony which by law belongs to me. A fmall eftate in land which he poffefs’d, 
was, in default of iffue male from him, entail’d on me by my father. My 
brother has left no other iffue, but a daughter, who had a good portion affign’d 
her, and inherits befide a good eftate from her mother. To all this he has 
added, by his will the bequeft of all that land, which my father in fuch an 
event, gave to him only for life, and to - me after his death: and to alleviate 
: and cover this injuftice, he has given me an hundred pounds, by a codicil 

lately added to his will, and has mention’d me there with efteem and dear- 
nefs; after never having ffiew’d any inftance of either, fince I was abroad, or 
affifted me with one fluffing out of his fortune, at a time, when he did not 
know, but I might have ftood in the utmoft need of it. I am under no 
obligation therefore, to fuffer the unrighteous difpofition he has made of an 
eftate given me by my father, to take place; if you fhall find, that my title to 
it is good, and will allow me your affiftance, in order to affert it. I am 

per- 
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fuaded you will find no obftruftion towards procuring leave for this purpofe; Atterbun 
it being matter of common humanity and juftice, and within the intention of ” 
the aft. As foon as you have obtained fuch leave, I will hope to hear from 
you, and in the mean time have defired Mr. Morice to do what can be done 
by him at this diftance, towards laying the proper evidences and inftruftions 
before you. He may be of more ufe, in furnilhing thefe, upon his return, 
than he can be now. However, I am not willing to loofe any time, when I 
have fo little of it left, and my 70th year is (as you know it is) near approach¬ 
ing. Hafte in this cafe is requifite, if I hope to be the better for what my 
father defigned me, and thought be had without wronging any body convey’d 
to me in due form of law. If he did fo, and it really belongs to me, there is 
no man of worth and honour, who will think it unfit, that I fhould be put by 
your means, into a condition of recovering it. Be pleafed to make the fteps 
that are proper in thi; cafe, and to add this obligation to the others, you have 
formerly laid on. See. 


No. 2. Examination of William Morice, and letters from him and others. 

The examination of William 
Morrice of Kenfngton in the county 
of Middlefex , Efq. 

J.JE fays he knows of no letters that were written to the late bilhop of 
Rochefter from hence during the time of his being in France; that all 
the late bilhop’s papers had been fecured in France before this examinate’s 
arrival there; that the late bilhop before his death apply’d to the French 
court by Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Buckley, and one Mr. Sempill, who calls himfelf 
lord- Sempill, that his elfefts might be fecured in cafe of his death for this 
examinate, but a difficulty being made of it, the late bilhop wrote a letter to 
Mr. Buckley, defiring he would meddle in it no further; that when the late 
bilhop dyed as the examinate was told by the faid Sempill the papers were 
all carry’d to the Scots colledge, where they were fealed up with a publick 
feal of office; that when this examinate defired to have them, he was told that 
it was not known, that they belonged to him; that upon much folicitation he 
was allowed to have his family papers, and the feal was taken off in his prefence 
and a commiffary lookt over them and gave this examinate what he thought pro¬ 
per; that Mr. Lloyd was prefent and any letters of his that were met with were 
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Period III. returned to him: the like was done by Mr. Buckley and any others that were 
1720to 1 7 2 7 -p re f ent . t ^ at gxaminate has not, nor ever had any other papers but 

thofe that were found with the baggage that came with his body, or were taken 
upon him the examinate and that he has not yet lookt into them. Being told 
that as he was prefent when the commifiary opened the papers, he mult know 
what they were, he anfwers there were many letters from lord Mariihal, from 
the duke of Ormond, and other people that he knows nothing of. That there 
was a parcel of papers relating to the late bifhop’s tryal, but the commifiary 
would not let this examinate have them. That the papers were in the cuftody 
of father Innes at the Scots colledge, and the perfons prefent when they were 
opened, 5 were the commifiary, Innes, and Mr. Dickenfon, who were named in 
the garde des feaux’s order, Mr. Lloyd at the examinate's defire, Mr. Sempill, 
alias lord Sempill who firft had fecured the papers and carry’d them to the 
Scots colledge, and others who accidently came in, and the examinate. That 
what papers were in French and in Latin were lookt into by the commifiary 
fo far as to fee of what nature they were, thofe in Englifh Mr. Dickenfon lookt 
into and told the commifiary what they were, where any were dire&ed to 
this examinate or endorfed with his name, or appeared to belong to him, they 
were delivered to him, the reft were all kept from him. Being afkt whether 
among the late bifhop’s papers there were any letters from the pretender, the 
examinate anfwers, that he does not know that there were, that there were let¬ 
ters endorft from Rome; but all thofe letters from Rome or Spain were all 
kept and never put into his power; that there were none that he knows of 
from England except from this examinate and his wife. 

Capt. i°. die Mali 1702 

coram nobis Wm. Morice 

Holles Newcastle 

Harrington 


* Under ExtraBs of letters from Mr. Delafaye* to Earl Waldegrave about Atterbury’s 

iST’’ 0 *' 


Waldegrave (Whitehall, March 3,1731-2.) YOUR excellency’s private letters to my' 
Papers. } or< j duke of Newcaftle and to me, bring Mr. Pelham back to you fooner than 
perhaps you expefted; I believe you will not be forry to have his afliftance in 


an 
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an affair of this nature, which will be difficult to compals, but well worth the Atterbur 
while, if it can be brought about. I remember that as cautious as he was, and ' * 

careful to put every thing out of the way when he was feized here, I found 
among his loofe papers a letter he had written to the pretender, but having, 

I fuppofe, mill the opportunity of fending it, he had laid it by, and forgot to 
deftroy it. As he might not be under the fame apprehenlions now that he 
was then, and his death was fudden, probably there are fome curiofitys to be 
met with in his fcrutore, if one knew how to come at them. I return you 
one, which ffiewes his fpirit and ill nature held out till the laft. What a pity it 
is that fo good parts fhould have been in fuch bad hands. As to your excel¬ 
lency’s having intermeddled in getting the ftelle put to his effects, and his 
claiming your proteflion as an Englilhman, the attorney general agreed with 
me in opinion, that he had no right to the priviledge of a fubjeft: however, if 
your excellency’s own feal would have done, and that you could by that means 
have had the fingering of his papers, one would have done him that favour. 

This circumftance of his willingnefs that your excellency fhould have had 
this precious depofit, rather than they fhould have fallen into fome other hands, 
might be made ufe of as an argument to my friend Morris, if he were talked 
with; but at the fame time it is one with me, that he had been thinking of 
fecuring his papers, and had deftroy’d the moll confiderable of them. 

(Whitehall, May 11, 1732.) THE feizingof Mr. Morrice,and the fearch- 
ing of veffels from France for the late bifhop of Rochefter’s corpfe, has made 
fome noife here; which may perhaps have reached your parts; but con- 
fidering what part the deceafed had afted, and how nearly related to, and how 
much intrufted by him the other was, it is not furprifing that the government 
fhould have a curiofity to peep into the papers that came over by that oppor¬ 
tunity, out of which fome ufeful informations might be gathered; and that is 
all the ufe that one would make of them. My lord duke of Newcaftle hopes 
your excellency will again excufe his not writing; and I beg you will always 
be perfuaded of the zeal and refpe£t with which I have the honour to be, 
my lord, your excellency’s mofl humble, and moll obedient fervant. 

We had laft Tuefday a fmart attack in the houfe of commons about 
Dunkirk, much to the fame effefl as that of which I lately gave your excel¬ 
lency an account in the houfe of lords; the debate was more than ordinary 
warm and bitter. 
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* Pope. 


Letters and extra&s of letters from William Morice to bi/hop Atierbwy . 

/ 

(London, 11 Jan. 1726-7.) I Lately fentyou Gulliver’s travels; the re¬ 
puted author, dean Swift, made very kind enquiries after you, thro’ our Twit, 
tenham friendyand was pleafed to hear he had been mentioned by you in fome 
•of your letters. He came over hither publicly to fee his friends, and divert 
himfelf, and was almoft conftantly with Mr. P. # 


MV HONOUR’D CORD, January 2, 1727.8. 

’’J’HE inclofed letter to Mrs. Morice, and her anfwer to it, are both necef- 
■fary, I think, for your lordfhip’s perufal. You will loofe no time in let¬ 
ting me have your thoughts on the fubje&j for I am impatient till I receive 
fuch an anfwer from you, as may be {hewn the lady. I hope Mrs. Morice’s 
anfwer, Which fhe was forc’d to write in a fort of hurry, the meffenger waiting 
for it,contains nothing improper. What is mention’d about Mr. Mead’s being 
with me, related, I fuppofe to the payment for the coronation lace, but I never 
faw Mr. Mead on that occalion. He poor man, was taken ill, juft as he 
mu ft have receiv’d the orders to fettle that affair, and is fince dead. No doubt 
her grace will foon give frefh orders on that bead. The fan you’ll obferve, 
was fent my wife, is the fineft my-eyes ever beheld, fit for a coronation, and 
probably worn that day. We have fince had a haunch and fide of venifon, 
from Leighs, and frequently kind meffages from thence. All thefe civilities 
came after Mrs. M. had delivered the little tokens, which it is plain were not 
unwelcome, hut kindly taken. 

I alfo fend you the letter I received from Mr. Pope juft after my arrival, 
that you may fee his reafon for not writing to me at Paris: he came foon after 
to fee me, and was full of his kind enquiries after you. 

The ftory of lord and lady Mar has been related to me, and by this time 
’tis as well known here as abroad. As to that lor’s fcheme, which you hear 
has been printed in French and Englifh, I have enquir’d after it, and at laft 
find it is fo. Whenever I am able to get any of them, you {hall hear of them 
at Paris. I don’t find they are in very many hands. Happening to have a lit¬ 
tle acquaintance with Mift the journalift, I alk’d him whether he had heard of 
any fuch fcheme, and of its being in print. He told me he had one or two of the 
papers fent him from Holland, he can’t guefs from what hand, they came in 
a blank cover by the poft, and not being willing, in his circumftances to med¬ 
dle 
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die with affairs of fuch a nature, he gave the copy to one of the profeffion, Atterbury.^ 
who had formerly done him fome little civilities, that he might reap fome 
profit by the publication of it, and he might very well venture publifhing it, 
fince he was not ill look’d upon by the miniftry. The man was much pleas’d 
with the thing, and very thankful to Mift for putting him in the way of get¬ 
ting fome money j but before he went fo far as to publifh it, he had the caution 
to wait on fir R. W. and confult him upon it; fir R. W. (as I am told) was 
ftruck very much at reading the paper, and wanted to know from whence the 
man had it, faid it was of confequence, and mull come from fome great man. 

The printer defir’d to be excus’d from naming names, being under a promife 
not to do it. Sir R. bid him flop doing any thing about it till he faw him 
again, and appointed him a time to come to him again. At the 2d interview, 
fir R. infilled fo ftrongly upon knowing from what hand the man had the 
paper (promifing the perfon that gave it him fhou’d come into no trouble 
about it) that he brought the fellow to own he had receiv’d it from Mr. Mift, 
who acquainted him he receiv’d it by the poft from Holland. Sir R. feem’d 
furpriz’d, bid the man go look for Mift, and defire him to come to him, but 
Mift has hitherto avoided going, as knowing nothing of the matter more than 
that fuch a paper came to him by the poft. Sir R. has forbid the publication 
of it, and Mift is under fome apprehenfions of being troubled, under fome 
pretext or other, for the fake of this affair. This is all I can tell you of this 
matter. 

As to public news, upon what footing our prefent fet of minifters ftand, 
people dont agree. ’Tis generally thought fir R.’s fate, as a minifter, de¬ 
pends upon the fuccefs of foreign affairs; ’tis confidently faid there are di- 
vifions and uneafineffes amongft thofe at the helm, and that the new created 
peer* and fir R. differ very much, which ’tis not unlikely may end in the re- * L or a wil- 
moval of fir R. tho’ they fay he has ingratiated himfelf extremely with her mington. 
majefty, being the only perfon who ventur’d to propofe lb large a dowry as 
100,000/. and to promife the obtaining it in parliament; fir Sp. C. not 
naming above 70,000/. * 

The report of fir R.’s having deliver’d petitions from Kelly and Plunkett, 
was very true, but I dont find, as yet, the good effed of ’em. If an ad of 
grace, which fome people fay is to be brought in next feffions, lhould come, 

’tis believed thofe two petitioners will be included in it, at leaft difcharg’d 
about that time; if fo, why is fomebody elfekept abroad? You obferve rightly, 
that all things dont run in one channel, as they did in the late reign, and 

that 
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Peried IH. that fir R.’s influence in ecclefiaftical affairs is at an end. Nor has the arch- 
172010.1727 . 0 f Canterbury any power in that matter. He imagin’d he fhou'd have 

the firft week or fortnight of the new reign, and people thought fo too, but he 
found his recommendations are difregarded, and fo he has chofe to fit ftill 
at Lambeth, and tells every body he has no intereft at court. The queen 
feems chiefly to manage that branch, tho* not abfolutely, for {he intended 
Dr. Hare for the bifhoprick of Bath and Wells, and Dr. Sherlock for that of 
Norwich, but the whole miniftry united in their reprefentations againft it, al¬ 
ledging ’twou’d difoblige the whole bench of bifhops to have the new confe- 
crated ones let into the belt preferments at once; and to carry their point, they 
put Wynn upon taking Bath and Wells (for which it feems he made no appli¬ 
cation himfelf) and Baker upon taking Norwich to difappoint Sherlock. 

Dr. Friend is a great man at court, and his reputation as a Phyfician 
greatly raifed by lord Townfhend’s recovery, after the whig doClors, particu¬ 
larly Hulfe, who attended in conjunction with Friend and Sloane, differ’d fo 
greatly with Dr. Friend, as to quit his further attendance on my lord, and de¬ 
clare his lordfhip mult die, if he followed the courfe Dr. Friend was for taking 
with him. But his lordfhip declared he would live or die by the hands of 
Friend, and fo Hulfe took his leave, and his lordfhip is, contrary to moft peo¬ 
ple’s expectations paft all danger. Dr.. Friend fome time ago recovered lord 
Lynne, after the other phyficians had given him over, and alfo foon after re¬ 
cover’d the fecond fon, fo that the Townfhend family owe the doCtor three 
lives. This intimacy of Dr. J. Friend at court has made way for the civili¬ 
ties, which the publick prints inform you, have been paid Weftminfter fchool 
by the young prince’s honouring them with his prefence, and feeing a play 
aCted by the king’s fcholars at the college. Dr. Bob is to have a prebendary, 
the firft vacancy is promifed, fo he is to fill the fecond; but if that dont hap¬ 
pen foon, fome'people imagine he may be difappointed notwithftanding prefent 
appearances, and his early compliments to the prefent reign, for the Monday 
following the death of the old king: the theme he gave in fchool was a little out 
of the way, and I am at a lofs to find out the wit of it, ’twas this: 

Niinquam libertas gratior extat quam fub rege novo. 

methinks po might have flood as well, and been as good a compliment to a 
new king. Sometime after the young prince begg’d a play, and upon the 
occafion, the theme given for the boys to exert their talents upon was. Cele¬ 
brate ducem qui vobis otia fecit. And I forefee the next anniverfary meeting 
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of Weftminfter fcholars, on the 15th inftant, will vary very much from the Atterbury. 
laft, when great care was taken not to dip into flattery and party. There will k v ' 
be enough of both this year. In fhort, people feem generally to have changed 
their countenances (during my abfence) at leaft they appear to me in a differ¬ 
ent light from what I us’d to view them in; they look at the fame time a little 
filly, as if they were got between two ftools, and afraid of dropping between. 

Some few indeed ftill keep their old faces. I had laid afide all thoughts of 
mentioning to L. what happened on your fide in relation to him before your 
letter came to forbid me, as judging it not proper, according to what I find 
in his prefent way of thinking. 

(Feb. 9,1727.) Sir R. W. feems to be better eftablifh’d in his miniftry Orford 
every day, and is faid to have publickly declared in the houfe of commons, ^ a P ers * 
that his prefent majefty is refolved to purfue the late king’s meafures, and to 
make ufe of the fame fet of men. The late fpeaker has loft his intereft pretty 
much at court, and nobody has him in that efteem he might have expefted, 
had he fhewn a proper fpirit and put himfelf forward at firft. ’Tis now, I be¬ 
lieve, out of his power, and he muft content himfelf with the loweft feat in the 
upper houfe. If the court of Spain recedes, and comes into the terms pro- 
pofed from hence, fo that a congrefs enfue and peace be made, fir Robert is 
certainly prime minifter for life. I hear nothing of any a£ts of grace. 

(May 8, 1728.) As to your affairs in my hands, your frugality will, I 
doubt not, leave fufficient to anfwer any extraordinary accidents which may .. 
happen, over and above your conftant necelfary expence: tho’ they are 
not, in fome refpe&s, in fo good a condition as when we parted; for (by 
the continuance of a certain great perfon at the head of affairs, in paying off 
feveral public debts, by coining paper inftead of money, and drawing people 
in to be content therewith, or fatisfy’d with a reduction of intereft) all manner 
of intereft is brought very low. Bonds, that us’d to bear 5, are now con¬ 
tinued at 4 per cent, and at that rate of intereft they bear a premium. Mort¬ 
gages alfo are fallen in the intereft; and Mr. Lynn, from whom I have a 1000/. 
mortgage, gave me notice the beginning of Mareh laft, that he wou’d pay me 
off at three months end, unlefs I was willing to take for the future 4 per cent. 

I flood out againft it, but being fenfible where he had juft agreed to take up 
the money .from another perfon, I thought it beft to comply, and have agreed 
to let him have the money a year longer at 4 per cent.; for had it been paid 
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Period III. me in, I dont fee how I could have difpofed of it to better advantage. AI- 
1 720x01727. j erman g ar b er h as a if 0 given me notice that the mortgage he has, on an eftate 
in Kent, for 8,ooo/. and upwards, wherein you know I am concerned 3,000/. 
for you, has been offer’d to be paid off, unlefs he confents to lower the in- 
tereft, which he muff be oblig’d to confent to,, and then I muff do the fame as 
to the proportion of the 3,000/. Thus you fee, your annual income will be 
fomewhat leffen’d. 

As to publick news, fir Robert is as abfolute in parliament at prefent 
as ever; but Mr. P. pulhes him hard, and how long he will ftretch the bow, 
before it breaks, no body can tell; but the opinion of many knowing men is, 
that he drives too faff not to be thrown at laff. There is a frefh talk of a 
new act of grace, whether it will do any good to any body but the prefent fett 
of miniflers, I can’t learn. Lord Marr’s houfe is aftually fitting up, and his 
family give out that he will be over very foon, I fuppofe he won’t return 
home alone. Shall any of thofe memorials be fent about on this fide? You 
defire to know the names of the prefent bifhops (excepting fuch as you know 
and mention in your letter) you might have mentioned fome others, whom you 
muff very well remember. However, I add all that you make no mention of, 
in the inclofed lift, and ’tis very certain that you judge right in thinking the 
bench to be under a great degree of contempt. That it might become fo, was 
one reafon why you were drove abroad, the court not defiring any figure 
fhould be made by any that belong to it, and now they are pretty fafe on that 
head. I can’t learn what expenfe the royal gueft occafion’d at Hitcham; ’tis 
certain Dr. Friend made great preparations; whether he will compafs the 
making his brother JBob a bifhop, I much doubt, for fir R. W. has gained his 
point in relation to church preferments, and you will fcarcehear of any more 
fuch promotions as Hare (who is now bifhop of St. Afaphs) and Sherlock. 
Her majefty, they fay, confults and does nothing without fir R.’s leave on that 
head. 


THE DUCHESS OF BUCKINGHAM TO MRS. MORICE.' 

MADAM, December 2, 17a?* 

| Beg to know from you, whether Mr. Mead has been with Mr. Morice about 
a little matter I bid him do, and I fhould be glad to know of Mr. Morice 
his opinion of the a£t of parliament concerning the bifhop of R. I had it by me, 
but ’tis miflaid. In cafe my fon fhould go to France to follow his exercifes, 

better 
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better than he can learn ’em here, whether he may not be feen and examined Atterbur 
fometimes how Mr. Cofta dos inftru£t him, without any hazard of forfeiture ' 
to a child. I know his mama could not have the advantage of hearing herfelf 
his opinions without a forfeiture, people would very willingly take. In fhort, 
the king has forbid me and my fon the libertys we were permitted in his father’s 
(and which confines my fon from air and exercife in town) reign, and I was 
no favourite in it. But by the duchefs of Kendal’s means, I had a few common 
a£ls of breeding and humanity fhewn me, that of the fame priviledges of the 
king’s park, which I was allowed in queen Anne’s reign; and the promife not 
to pardon Ward, which I doubt if I Ihould have obtained now, tho 5 I fancy’d 
myfelf a fort of favourite of the queen’s, becaufe I have about ten letters un¬ 
der her hand, which flatters me with it; and many perfonal affurances befides. 

I confels I am much tempted to breed my fon abroad, if I could fecure his 
religion well, and education better, tho’ his affairs, and the odd agents I be¬ 
lieve every body has, who has intricate matters to manage, makes it imprac¬ 
ticable for me to fettle, as I could wifh, with him; yet I could vifit him, when 
I was not otherways neceffarily imploy’d. And indeed betwixt the great 
eafinefs of his governour (tho’ otherwife a valuable man) he is always vifiting 
and following the' calls of good for nothing courtiers, to the lofs of the time 
he ought to bellow on his pupil. So that in the country only, or in another 
country, one can have him as much at home as is requisite. Firft, I have 
nothing paffes in my family I would give three farthings to hide, yet I am fure 
the goffipping women, and fuch kind of men fend and invite him to dinner and 
fupper, in hopes to pick fomething from him of what paffes in converfation, 
either from me or my company, makes ’em make the rout they do with him, 
who really is too good a fort of man to be a pleafure to them, tho’ he has that 
fault of his country, too great an awe and refpefl for people in power, only 
becaufe they are fo. And I begin to fear, the people whom I mufl neceffarily 
have at my tabic and houfe, as llewards and agents about bufinefs, will grow 
to make their court to my fon, at the expence of flattery, and methods may 
come to fpoil him at home, tho’ yet I have prevented that hazard from fervants, 
and fuch as make an home education dangerous. Could I carry my fon to 
France, and leave him under what part of your papa’s direflion he would 
have the good nature to undertake, I fhould think I did the bell I could now 
for him; and really as to what progrefs he makes in learning, I am entirely ig- 
norant of. I know his governor is reckoned a great fcholar, and is a man 
without any vices; yet I do believe my fon will be a little too headflrongor too 
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Period III. cunning for him in a fliort time- Tho* to me he is very tractable and very fond 
7201:01727 . me ^ y £t n a tura i temper is pretty .warm, very eager for what he fancys 
at all, and confequently fhould have his time much and well taken up, as he 
now is near twelve years of age: this thought of at all parting with him, is 
very hard to me, yet I begin to fear the ill effefts of all ways an home educa¬ 
tion, ar. l I fear our {chords' at Weftminfter or Eaton for his health, and for 
the jirnt .e it may now make between their manner of learning, and what he 
has had, and I wifh I could any way get good advice in relation to it. 
Could I have an opinion fafely afked, I lhould be glad; and by this fervant, 
I fend to town, fhould be glad to receive, fome anfwer. I am ever, madam, 
your faithiull fervant. 

MRS. MORICE TO THE DUCHESS OF BUCKINGHAM. 

MADAM* Holland houfe, December 3, 1727* 

M R - Morice has turn’d his thoughts upon that part of your grace’s letter, 

in which you do him the honour of afking his opinion. The aft of par¬ 
liament, he fays, is worded with fo much malice, and wicked ill nature, that it 
is difficult to give any opinion upon it. ’Tis certain there is no exception for 
any body, but fuch as have the king’s fign manual: and confequently any fett of 
minifters have it in their power to be troublefome or not, as their good or ill 
difpofitions {hall lead them. However, he thinks there may be a method found 
out of fulfilling in a great meafure your grace’s intentions about my lord duke, 
upon which head he will explain himfelf further when he has the honour of 
waiting on you next. At prefent he is willing to fay no more, having a good 
opportunity (by a friend who fets out for Paris next week) of fending for a 
better opinion than his own, and, in a Ihort time after, he may reafonably 
expeft to receive an anfwer, by a very fafe conveyance. Upon this occalion, 
madam, give me leave to fay, that I am fure there is nothing in the world 
would pleafe my papa more, than to become ufefull in the education of my 
lord duke. He has told us more than once, when we were laft with him, that 
• were he reftored to his own country again, he fhould turn his time and 
thoughts to nothing more zealoufly; and, as far as it can be brought about, 
he will, I know, be pleafed at being ufefull in the fame way abroad. If your 
grace has any commands for Mr. Morice, he is allways glad and ready to re¬ 
ceive them. He’s never above an hours drive from London, and fo not out 
of the way of doing any thing, wherein your grace judges him of ufe. He 
offers his humble refpefts; and I am, <fec. 


This 
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This letter from 'dr* Morice to bi/hop Atterbury is particularly curious s as it Atterbur 
contains, thoug/i couched in obfcure, and not always intelligible terms, proofs 
of Atterbury s correfpondence with the Jacobites in England ; the reports 
circulated upon his retiring from Paris, and the difadvantage that would 

refult to the pretender from that event* 

% 

MY HONOUR’D LORD, June 24, 1728. 

M R - Elliot, whom for the future, I Ihall call Mr. Hereford,* has brought 
me all the papers, and the four pamphlets you fent by him. I 
ihall take care to diftribute them properly. I forwarded your two let¬ 
ters to father Courayer, who refides generally at lord Percival’s country 
feat near Black Heath, but as to the pacquet you mention to have fent, 
addrelfed to Mr. Langby, no fuch parcel is yet come to my hands. Mr. 
Hereford declares he never received any other, than thofe already de¬ 
livered to me, and it,is not amongft them. I conclude therefore you mull 
have fent it by fome other hand. I wilh it were arrived, that Pere Cou¬ 
rayer might be at eafe on that head. I cannot exprefs to you the plea- 
fure fome of your late papers have given me, and in which Mrs. Morice alfo 
has taken her fhare. Your difcourfe on fome verfes in the 12 ^Eneid, and 
your verfion of Virgil’s firft Eclogue, are exceedingly beautiful; in both, you 
have fet a pattern which no genius, that I know of, can pretend to come up 
to. I have communicated a copy of the difcourfe (for I am refolv’d to keep 
the original myfelf) to the phyfician. He was mightily pleas’d upon calling 
his eye over a fmall part of it; I have not feen him fince he has had time to 
confider the whole. It cannot fail of giving him infinite plcafure, as your appli¬ 
cation of it, to him, does him vail honour: in a little time I fuppofe I Ihall 
have fome fort of return to make you from him. The other piece, I Ihall put 
into the hands of our Twitnam friend, in a day or two, for which purpofe I 
defign him a vifit. You have fucceeded fo well in the beginning and towards 
the end of Virgil’s works, that I Ihall long to fee fome more pieces of the 
fame kind, drawn from other parts of that excellent author, who can never 
have his works fo finely illuftrated by any other hand. 

I defign from henceforth to follow the rule you prefcribe, and Ihall de die in 
diem , fet down every thing that occurs worthy of your notice, in a paper to be 

* This perfon is mentioned under the name of Hereford, in Atterbury’s epiftolaiy 
correfpondence, publiihed by Nichols. 
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Period III, afterwards tranfmitted to you. I agree ’twill be an eafy method for me, and 
1720to 1727 . becomes me to comply with it, as it is your defire. At prefent, there is 
very little employ for me that way. There is a fort of ftagnation of news, for 
it can be none to tell you that fir R. W. gains ground, and governs more ab- 
folutely than in the latter reign. Mr. Pulteney’s removal from the lieute¬ 
nancy of one of the Yorklhire ridings, is one inftance of fir R. W.’-s power, 
and of his refolution to crulh all oppofition with an high hand, and to rule 
with an abfolute fway. It is certain, there are powerful parties againft him, 
but hefeems'to defpifethem all. The E. of Scarborough (as well as the late 
fpeaker) is, I hear, among the difgufted, but nothing will be able effectually 
to fhoclt the great man, if affairs go on well at Soiffons. All fides agree, his 
fate depends on the fuccefs of the negociations there. 

• Friend. Dr. I. F.* is a very affiduous courtier, and mufl grow fo more and more 
every day, fince his quondam friends and acquaintances fhun and defpife him, 
and whenever he happens to fall in the way of them, he looks, ffiethinks, very 
lillily. He is in great hopes (as I have-heard) of obtaining a bifhoprick for 
his brother Bob, and not without expe&ation of placing him in the fee of 
Rochefter, and deanery of Weftminfler, if old Bradford would be fo kind as 
to make way for him: in that cafe, he is (as ’tis faid in the family ) to be pre¬ 
ceptor to prince William. But this fcheme, I fcarce believe will ever be 
compaffed, for the great fir R. W. not only hates but defpil'es the family of 
the Friends, and while his power lafts at the pitch it now is, they will never be 
able to obtain fuch extended views. 

I am glad to find, from the tenour of all your late letters, and the way of 
fpending your time, that you are fo much at eafe in body and mind, and that 
you have at laft taken up the refolution of doing yourfelf juftice by draw¬ 
ing up your cafe, which the world experts to fee one day or other, and 
your friends and well-wifhers are often queftioning me about it. The 
noife of your having quitted the banker, reached me here, before it came 
•over from your fide the water. It gave occafion to various reports, and I have 
heard, was publicly talked of at St. James’s. Some faid you were difcarded, 
■upon a difcovery that you were making your peace, and paving your return 
home again, at the expence of the perfon who had entrufted you with his af¬ 
fairs. Others would have it, that you found you were betray’d in every ftep 
you took, in relation to that perfon, by agents with whom you were oblig’d to 
.aft in concert, and therefore as you could do no good, you took the part to 
retire. Others reported, that you had enjoy’d a penfion of 4000 1 . per annum 

from 
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from this government ever fince you were abroad; that it might now be a fit Atterbury. 
time to call you home again, and your leaving Paris was a Hep towards it. ' v 
Many other idle reports were rais’d, and put into the mouths of proper 
tools to difperfe them. Some people argu’d here in the fame manner, as they 
did at Paris, that it look’d, as if matters went very ill in fomebody’s favour, 
when the only perfon abroad, capable of doing fervice to him or his caufe, had 
not the management of it, but feemed to give it .up for loft. Others, who 
formerly had other fentiments than they have at prefent, faid, ’twas no wonder 
if you had at laft quitted the trouble of conducing a cafe (fuppofing you had 
the. principal management of it) which was vifibly expiring, and that you chofe 
to get rid of a perfon, who will never do himfelf any good, but will (firft or laft) 
treat every one ill without regard to merit or fufferings. 

Thefe are the chief reports which I have met with, grounded upon your re¬ 
tirement into the country; at which fome folks feem glad, and others forry; 
but on all hands ’tis agreed, that the intereft of a certain perfon muft fuffer 
very much by it: for the imagination (whether grounded or not) that you 
heartily efpoufed his caufe, gave him a fort of credit, which he may find the 
want of hereafter. And nobody, as I can learn, lays any blame on you for 
quitting (fuppofing you ever were in that perfon’s affairs) but on him for fuffer- 
ing you to retire, and having, as they fuppofe, given occafion for it. This is 
all I have at prefent to fay, on this fubjecl, more than that a certain great lord, 
and lawyer, was very inquifitive about the truth of the report, at a certain 
lady’s* hotel of our acquaintance, but the lady could not fatisfy him any * Duchefs of 
thing about it. You may be fure I mifs no opportunity of acquainting ^ uc ^ n S ham « 
my neighbour in the park, with your ftate in every rel'pcD, who loves to hear 
of you, and is fincerely affe&ed with any thing that touches you. I was quef- 
tion’d there, in relation to your retirement, which feem’d to give fome concern. 

It was immediately judg’d, that a certain great relation would fuffer by it, and 
loofe a good fhare of his intereft, by not fhewing you more regard. 

Some of our late letters have been fill’d with the melancholy news of 
the death of friends. Laft week we loft another. On Monday evening 
died poor Dr. Chamberlen, after a lingring illnefs. His death indeed was 
not fo great a furprife, as that it did not happen fooner. He has been vifibly 
decaying a long time. The young duke of Buckingham will have a lofs in him, 
for ’tis to his tender care of him, that his grace, in a great meafure owes his life. 

The duchefs alfo will greatly mifs him, and is fenfibly concern’d at the lofs. 

He died at Buckingham houfe, from whence her grace immediately retired, 

and 
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Period III. and is not to return till after the funeral is over. Three days before his 
i72oto 1727 . ( w h en it was to be read in his face) Mrs. Morice and I were ad¬ 

mitted to fee him. He enquired very affectionately after you, and defir’d 
us not to forget his fervice to you. 

I fome time ago told you of an intention there was of fending the young 
duke to Paris. It was defigned in good earned as you’ll fee by the inclos’d 
part of a letter to me, and that fomebody’s opinion to the contrary, hinder’d 
it. Your advice is of the greated weight there, and whatever friends you 
may happen to loofe (as fome very good ones have gone off lately) there re¬ 
mains one wjio will, I dare fay, make as much amends as is poffible for the 
lofs of others. I have reafon to believe fo, and that you in time will 
find'fo. My Welch friend is gone out of town, without difcharging -the an¬ 
nuity, but he did not go without feeing me, and affuring me that it Ihou’d 
be paid, when he return’d to town again. ’Twas not very genteely done, 
but I dare fay, I {hall get the money at lad; 

In a letter of yours, fome confiderable time ago, you feem’d not very 
earned whether I pufh’d the matter (about changing bankers) wit!) Mr. H. 
very drongly or not. I did, at my fird coming over, jud touch upon that 
firing, but found that H. had a drong inclination in favour of Mr. A. and 
that it would not be an eafy point to prevail over him to take the bufinefs, 
which he himfelf had put into A’s hands, out of them again. I therefore have 
defided from maintaining and preffing the matter a fecond time, but can yet 
do it, if you infid upon it, .tho’ I believe it will fcarce be worth while, for 
Mr. H. is declining apace. H-e had to’other day, a terrible fhock, which had 
like to have carried him off, and if he fhould happen to drop, ’twill be an eafy 
point for me to recommend fuch a banker, for the future, as you defire. Now 
I am mentioning Mr. H. ’tis not improper to acquaint you, that you are very 
high in his edeem. He vifits me pretty often, purely to enquire after your 
health and profperity. I am apt to think he has it in his head to do fomething, 
and fhow'his regard for you in his will; this conjecture, I draw from his jud 
hinting his furprize to me, the other day, that nothing of that kind had hap¬ 
pened fince your exile, upon the death of thofe who were your known well 
wifhers. Such a defign, if he has it, fhould furely be a little encouraged, the 
example may -have a very good effeQ;. What if you took occafion, by fome 
private hand, of -kindly mentioning him, in fuch a manner as you judge pro¬ 
per forme to let him fee; *1 think ’twould not be amifs. He often enquires 
touching your circumdances, and fays people were not fo generous as they 

ought 
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-ought to have been, and believes one reafon of your retirement may be to Atterbunv 
•fave expences. 

Mr. Hereford carries the two volumes of the bifhop of Coventry’s defence 
of his book againft fcripture prophecys. 

I think I have now anfwer’d every paragraph of your letters except one, which 
is fo full of fatherly tendernefs, friendfliip and affeflion, that it cannot but 
make the deepeft impreffions on me as well as Mrs. Morice. We are both 
greatly affe&ed by it, and in return, I can only allure you, that I have no 
greater pleafure in life, than being of fome. little ufe to you, and that were it 
not highly inconvenient for your affairs (to fay nothing of my own) I fhould 
never defire to be abfent from you, but Ihould make it my choice to be always 
near you, in order to eafe you as much as poffible of the inconveniency, I am 
fenfible you mull be under for want of proper hands about you. Sure the 
tables will turn in time, and I am willing to think God has not reftored you 
fo great and unexpended a fhare of health, but for fome good end, and that we 
fhall at laft fee you return in honour and triumph to your own country again. 

That indeed would be the happieft day my wilhes can frame to themfelves, 
and ’till good providence brings it about, the bell thing you can do for my 
wife and me, is to take care of your own health abroad. Our intereft is 
wrapp’d up in your happinefs, and you can never leave any thing behind you 
to compenfate for the lofs we lhall fuftain, if eyer you happen to go before 
us. This is the diftate of Mrs. Morice’s heart, as well as my own. No news 
as yet of my brother Obby. I have made feveral applications for the 150 /. 
expefted fo long ago. That worthy gentleman is lately gone into the north, 
and has promis’d me faithfully to pulh the matter, fo as a remittance may be 
fpeedily made. 

Mr. Sh—n* lees me fometimes, he keeps his honefty at a time, when almoft * Shipped 
every body is wavering. He is gone to fpend the recefs of parliament, as 
ufual, in Northumberland, and won’t return till it meets again, when I dare 
fay, you will hear of him approving himfelf the fame man you left him. I 
am commilfion’d to fend you a thoufand fervices. I have now almoft tir’d 
tnyfelf, as I fear I have you long before. But I am glad of fuch opportu¬ 
nities, as the bearer affords me, of writing to you. If he tarrys ’till to-mor¬ 
row, Mrs. Morice threatens you with a letter.- I am with the utmoft gratitude 
and refpeft, my dear honoured lord, See. 
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Period III. (Sept. 26, 1728.) I don’t much wonder to hear of Kelly’s writing, and 
, 7 20toi 7 2 7 . com pi a i n j n g he is fupplanted. Hitherto he has had a plentiful allowance, 
ever fince his confinement, ten guineas per month, thro’ my hands, and what 
other benefaftions he may have had, I can’t tell; but I believe he has chofen 
to live well, and lay up little or nothing. And now there feems to be an end 
of the colleftion which has annually been made towards paying him 120 gui¬ 
neas yearly. Several of the benefaftors are dead; feveral weary of fuch in¬ 
cumbrances; and the whole club (from whence greateft part of the bounty 
came) is in a manner diffolved. He has written teizing letters to me, and I 
think of prefling Mr. Cotton, our fteward, whofe note you know I have for 
the remainder of 500/. (of which 200 L is {till unpaid) to pay off that bal- 
lance, that I may apply it for Kelly’s ufe. You never order’d me to pay him 
that fum in ready money (nor Ihould he have it all at once, whilft he con¬ 
tinues a prifoner) unlefs I could obtain the payment of Cotton’s note, or fome 
fuch other remnants, which are like to lay by a great while unpaid. However, 
if Kelly’s neceflitys encreafe, I muft, I believe, fupply him with a little ready 
money, whether I can get any from Cotton or not; and I fhall exp eft to hear 
more from you on that head. 

(April 14-25, 1729.) I told you in a former letter, that I apprehended I 
Ihould be oblig’d to fupply K. with money, whether Mr. Cotton paid the 
&00 1 remaining due on his note, or not. I can’t get that money yet of Cot¬ 
ton, but there is now a neceflity of letting K. have money, on account of the 
promife he claims from you of 200/.; for all fublcriptions, for his fupport, 
have been long at an end, and folks are grown weary of continuing that bounty. 
Wherefore I have found it neceffary to affift K. and that the 200 l. may not 
be fquander’d away at once, and he left in want, I advance him fix guineas 
per mouth. I hope you’ll approve of what I’ve done. Some people of rank 
(formerly your benefaftors) fent to me on this head, and there was no avoid¬ 
ing my compliance in it. 

(Sept. 26, 1728.) All I can now tell you, as to reports relating to yourfelf 
is, that I was aflfur’d near two months ago, that fir R. W. had given out, that 
you had entirely {hook off the affairs of a certain perfon, were grown perfectly 
weary of that drooping caufe, and had made fome fteps (by means of the era- 
baffador at Paris) towards not being left out in the general aft of grace, which, 

it 
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It is every now and then talked, will pafs the next feffion of parliament; and 
that you defir’d above all things to come home, and end your days in your own 
country. With what view this report has been fpread by fir R. W. I can’t 
tell, but I have it from undoubted intelligence, that he has caus’d it to be 
rumour’d. 

(April 14-25, 1729.) As to public matters, they go on in the old chan¬ 
nel ; fir R. carries every thing as he pleafes, tho’ the oppofition he meets 
with in the houfe of commons has, no doubt, fufficiently vex’d and teized him 
this feffion; and the pamphlets, which have .been conftantly publifh’d without 
doors, mull have given him no little uneafinefs. The Craftfman, you fee 
every week. That paper gives a pretty good infight into affairs; and many 
are ftill of opinion, that the great man will fcarce be able to hold his power, a 
year longer; tho’ I fancy, that depends upon the event of matters abroad; but 
the moll judicious men with whom I happen fometimes to converfe, think 
him fo well rivetted in the king and queen’s good graces, that they won’t part 
with him. 


J 7 2 3* 


CORRESPONDENCE OF ROBERT WALPOLE WITH LORD 
TOWNSHEND AND OTHERS. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR LUKE SCHAUB. 

Thanks him for his correfpondence—Expreffes his fatisfa&ion, that the con~> 
duU of the king's minifters at Hanover is approved by the French court .— 
Hopes that the duke of Orleans will be kept jleady to his friendship with 
England. 

SIR* Whitehall, April 19, 1723# 

J Have hitherto deferred acknowledging in a particular manner the feveral 
letters I have received from you, not knowing but an occafion might offer 
to make it proper to fend a meffenger to Franee, which however I was re- 
folved now to delay no longer, altho’ no particular bufinefs made it neceffary. 
But I underftand too, that you have no meffengers on your fide, which may 

k. k 2 make 
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Period III. make it of fome ufe to have one with you. Your letter of the 22 A inftant,, 
1720101727 . g. is juft come to hand; and I am very glad that the conduH of his ma- 
1723. jelly’s minifters at Hanover meets fo much w-ith. the approbation of the duke 
■of Orleans. This good correfpondence is above all things to be cultivated?, 
and I always have read with pleafure, the feveral accounts you have fent me 
of the good difpolition of the duke of Orleans. It would be a great mis¬ 
fortune if his uncertain temper fhould expofe him to the influence and direc¬ 
tions of perfons lefs difpofed, lefs well affefted to the king’s intereft, than the 
prefent minifters of Franee give us great reafon to hope they are; and I know 
not what is certainly to be determined in that view in regard to Mr. Law. If 
the duke of Orleans is difpofed to recal him, as. Mr. Law’s friends here are 
very fanguine in hoping, it is not our bufinefs to obftruft it. But it is not eafy 
to judge, what is moft to be wifhed for in that cafe, unlefs we knew the com¬ 
petition, and upon whom the favour and confidence of the duke of Orleans 
might probably fall. If Mr. Law does not return, there can be no doubt, 
but the power might fall into worfe hands, and if any who are neither English¬ 
men by birth nor affe&ion, fhould prevail, we fhould have a lefs chance, than 
by admitting one who has fundry ties to wifh well to his native country. But 
perhaps Mr. Law’s being thought agreable or acceptable in England, would 
not at all forward his return to France; for nothing but his being thought not 
only an able but a good Frenchman can fecure his being recalled. 

As to the treaty between France and the Czar, I cannot but be very clearly 
of opinion, that ’tis the intereft of the king, that no Separate treaty fhould be 
made by them without England’s being included. France will fpeak with a, 
great deal lefs weight, when that treaty is concluded, which cannot be fuppofed 
to be fo conditional, as to expeft that France will afterwards break with the 
Czar, altho’ he fhould be never fo unreafonable with regard to us; but you will 
be a great deal better inftrudted upon this head from Hanover; and your owa 
knowledge and experience will enable you to judge better of an affair of con- 
fequence, than I am able to advife you. But I was willing to take an oppor¬ 
tunity of thanking you for your correfpondence, which I defire you will con¬ 
tinue, and be allured you lhall have in me a faithful friend and fervant. 
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period III; 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR LUKE SCHAUB. 172010172/.. 

Vm.—’ 

Rejoices in. the-, profperms appearance of affairs in Trance.—Congratulates du *723. 

Bois on-his fuccefs.- 

SIR,. Whitthall, 1 July iS, 1723. 

J' Returned butyefterday out of the country, where I have been for fome few Hardwicke 
days to fettle my own private affairs, or I had fooner acknowledged the ^ a P firs * 
favor of yours of the lgth inftant. I now return you my thanks for the long 
and particular, account you gave me of the ftate of affairs with you. It is a 
double fatisfa&ion, not only to know the true fprings and fources of tranf- 
aftions of fuch importance,. but to be.fatisfied, .that they fucceed according to; 
our beft' wifiies; • 

I heartily congratulate the cardinal in the fuccefs he has had over his ene¬ 
mies, and hope a perfect recovery from his illnefs, will enable him to enjoy 
with comfort, the fatisfaflion of a quiet and undifputed adminiftradon. I am 
too fenfible of what confequence a perfeft good underftanding betwixt the two' 
crowns, is to their mutual intereft and tranquility, to be indifferent about the’ 
life and power of a minifter,. upon whom fo much depends. I 'beg, fir, you 
will continue your correfpondence with freedom to me, and give me full in¬ 
formation of what paffes amongft-you, which you may be fure I fhall make no 
ufe of but for the intereft- of his majefty; I- fhall • be always ready to return: 
you all the marks of friendfhip that are in my power j,for I am very truly, fir;, 
your moft faithfull, humble fervant.. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Military and naval preparations made, by the czar, with a view probably to invade" 

Sweden, and place the duke of Holjlein on the throne^—III confequences of fuch- 
an event to England .— Neceffity of obviating the danger.- —The king requejls 
that 200,0001 . may be ready to be employed, if neceffary^ on this occafon. . 

SIR, Hanover, July 1723. 

J Am now to write to you by the king’s command, upon a bufinefs of great Hardwicke 
fecrecy as well as of importance. His majefty has received fuch advices as ** a P ers * 
he can. depend upon, that the czar has, or will, befides his ftrong fquadron, (veryfecret.) 
embark a body of about twenty thoufand men on board his galleys, to put in q 
execution fome.fecret defign he has formed: the moft probable, and what the 
king judges to be moft feafible, is an attempt upon Sweden, .in the diftrafled 

and- 
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Period III. and weak condition affairs are in there. If that is the projedt, as is moffc 
1720to 1727 . jjk e jy.^ - t mu q certainly be concerted with the mal-contents, and the Holftein 
1723. fa&ion in that kingdom, and may happen to produce a total revolution there 
in favor of the duke of Holftein, fliould he happen to be fet on the throne of 
Sweden, by means of the fleet and arms of Ruflia. He, efpecially, being re¬ 
puted none of the wifeft princes, would neceffanly be a mere dependant of the 
cear’s, and a 61 according to his views, and under his dire&ions; fo that the 
Mufcovites would foon come to have the difpofal of the ports of Sweden, and 
•we might in a little time fee Swedilh and Mufcovite fquadrons in coujundlion 
at Gottenburgh, able to terrify and diftrefs all the coafts of Great Bi itain. 

Thefe profpeffs fee'm to the king to be-of fuch infinite concern and im¬ 
portance, that even upon the moft uncertain appearance of them, the utmoft 
care fliould be taken to obviate the dangers that may enfue. I had the honor 
to talk this morning pretty fully with his majefty upon this fubjcct (only my 
lord Carteret being prefent) which if it fhoujd take the leaft air in England, 

■ might do.great hurt to publick credit, and conlequently to our other domeflic 
affairs. The king, tho’ mighty tender and unwilling to make any propofal 
that fliould feem to burthen his kingdoms, yet feeing in this exigency (when 
the blow feems juft ready to be ftruck, and no other previous meafures can 
poffibly be taken) that nothing but a good fum of money of one or two hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds at command, to be employed if the cafe fliall require 
it, can be of fervice to help us, he has ordered me with the utmoft fccrecy to 
open this affair to you, and to let you know how much he relies on your fide- 
lity, Ikill, and prudent conduft. You will pleafe, therefore, to call about in 
your thoughts, how you may have at command, with the leaft noife poflible, 
one or two hundred thoufand pounds, if neceffary, to be difpofed of, to prevent 
the kingdom of Sweden falling under the difpofal of the czar. What was 
•difeourfed of this day before his majefty was this: If the czar’s fcheme, 
as it feems to be formed, fliould entirely take effeft, and the king of Sweden 
Should be driven out of all his dominions, then we muft be as well with the 
new monarch as we can, and take the belt meafures poflible to fecure the in- 
tereft of Great Britain. But if the king of Sweden fliould not lofe all at 
once; but be able to make a ftand, and difpute his poffeflion with his rival; 
then the only method to difappoint the czar’s defigns, and to fupport and re- 
inftate the prefent king of Sweden, would be to have a fum of money ready to 
affift the king of Denmark and other princes, who would be exceeding jealous 

of 
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of fuch an exorbitant acceffion of power to the czar, to hand by his Swedifh Period III. 
majefty, and to oppofe the efforts of the Mufcovites and the Swedifh fa&ion. * 7 2ot01 7 2 7 » 
The parliament will undoubtedly come into the giving a fan&ion to fuch a 1723. 
difpofal of money, for the good of the kingdom; fince the king is bound by 
his laft treaty to aid and fuccour his Swedifh majefty in fuch a cafe; and if that 
prince had not been negligent, ill ferved, or worfe amufed, he would fome 
time ago, upon the firft appearance of the Holftein plot, have fummoned hjs 
majefty to be ready to make good his engagements. At this time of the year, 
and upon to fud Sen an emergency, it would be a folly to think of equipping a 
fufficient fquadron to prevent the blow, or to fave the king of Sweden; be- 
lides that, it would coft more money than what is propofed to be employed, 
if the cafe I mentioned fhould happen. I muft therefore defire you from his 
majefty, to let me have your thoughts and advice upon tHis moft important 
matter, and whether in cafe of neceffity, you can provide fuch a fum for this 
fervice. 

The king has an entire dependance on your zeal for his fervice, more par¬ 
ticularly in an affair where the fafety of England, the balance of power, and the 
prefervation of all his majefty’s dominions, are fo nearly and infeparably con¬ 
cerned; and experts to hear from you as foon as poffible. You fee the nice- 
nefs of this point, and the many hazards of having our fecret apprehenfions 
get abroad; and therefore I need not employ many words in defiring you to 
keep the lecret entirely to yourfelf, and to make your difpolitions for doing 
what fhall be found neceffary in the moft private manner that may be. You 
know any hint of fecrecy does not extend to his grace the duke of Ncwcaftle. 

Yours moft entirely. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

AJfures him that the reports of lord Carteret's fuperior influence with the 
Mng , are totally unfounded.—Mentions rumours of the czar’s intentions to 
attack Sweden; and the neceffity of finding means to obviate his attempts. 

DEAR SIR, Hanover, July 28, 1723* 

J Hope this will find you fafe returned from Norfolk, with fome advantage Hardwlcke* 
to your own health, and without any detriment to the public fervice, from Pa P ers * 
your journey. I am forry the falfe and vain accounts which our friend* Private. 
thinks proper to fend over, of his fuperior intereft at this place, fhould make 
the leaft impreffion on any one, or have given you a moment’s uneafinefs. * Lor(i q^. 

How terct. 
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Period III. How greatly, the Fafils on your fide of the water, have been rnifreprefented, tn 
4720M1727. er{ j er tQ f U pp Grt t [jj s appearance, you are fufficiently fenfible-; and I can affure 
1723. you, that nothing has paffed here that can, without the greateft falfehood, be- 
wrefted to give the leaft countenance to anyfuch opinion. You know that the 
■king had declared his reFolution oF having the guards encamp feme weeks be¬ 
fore we left England-; and I neither know nor can hear of any orders on this 
fubjeft, that'have been difpatched from .hence. I employed a friend of ours 
to enquire, whether the king had been furprized into the figning any fuch or¬ 
der; and his majefty's anfwerwas, that he had never fign’d any paper relating 
to his Englilh affairs fince his being here, but in my prefence; and I am fure 
no paper of that kind was ever offer’d to him, while I was by; except it might 
be fome order of courfe from the fecretary at war’s office, which’ was figned 
■with the other ordinary papers, without any particular application or diftinc- 
tion. But you may reft fully fatisfied, that the king is determined to be on 
his guard agaihft taking any ftep, which may carry the leaft appearance of turn¬ 
ing the balance in favour of thole who wilh us ill; and they that flatter them- 
felves with hopes of that kind, will foon find their error. But I think you have 
the fatisfaftion to fee, that lord Lechmere and lord Kinnoul with their friends, 
whatever doubts they may pretend to have, do in reality judge better of the 
true ftate of affairs between my brother fecretary and me. 

The quickeft and moft effectual way for undeceiving people of all denomi¬ 
nations in England, would be by obtaining fome overt a£t in our favor, for 
which I can't but think a fair opportunity offered by the vacancy which has 
lately happened in the vice treafurelhip of Ireland, which I find the king would 
f Secretary have confented fhould have gone to Treby;* I having founded his majefty on 
atwar ‘ that head, upon a fuppofition it was agreeable to your own thoughts; and by 
this means a way might have been opened for bringing Mr. Pelham into 
the war office, which would have been a moft fenfible and indifputable 
jj- Lord Ca- mortification to your general.t But as I thought it proper to communicate 
^°^ an ' your letter + to our friends here, all thoughts of that kind are now out 
of the queftion. , However neceffary it may be to hang out fome banner 
of this kind in England, yet I can affure you, the diftinftion here is fo 
vifible, and fo well underftood by the foreign minifters and others, that 
it muft in a very little while make its way into England. I have as ftrong 

t Many letters from fir .Robert Walpole, alluded to m this correspondence, are unfortu¬ 
nately loft. 
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proofs on this head of all kinds as I can defire; and while matters con- Period in. 
tinue to go well in England, you need be under no uneafineis at the falfe l 7 2 Ot0l 7 2 7 * 
accounts which fome people here may find it neceffary to oppofe to facts in 1723. 
order to fupport the fpirit of their friends on your fide. 

I fee reafon from all quarters to be convinced, that the revival of public 
credit, and the good condud of the king’s affairs in laft feffion, has acquired 
us fuch reputation in all parts, as will turn very much to the fervice of his 
majefty’s affairs in general, and has made a fuitable impreffion on the king. 

And I am fatisfied that the fureft way to continue things here on the prefent 
good foot, and to put our credit with the king paft all danger of competition 
or accidents, will be to form a good fcheme for the next feffion, by falling on 
fome new expedient for the eafe of the nation, and the benefit of trade and 
credit, which points, his majefty has fo much at heart, that the fucceeding in 
them will infallibly rivet us in his efteem, and give us a greater advantage 
over our adverfaries, than can be hoped for from carrying any particular point 
againft any of them. For this reafon, I beg of you to turn your thoughts as 
early as you can towards bringing the fupplies of the next year within two 
£h filings in £he pound, and the malt; and I fubmit it to your consideration, 
whether the uniting the South Sea and Eaft India companys, and the eafing 
our Eaft India trade in fome fuch manner as I hinted in my laft, would not 
be very popular, and at the fame time divert any ill humour which may be ftir- 
ring in the parliament, if they have not fome fuch ufeful points to employ 
themfelves upon. 

I think the manner in which you received lord Kinnoul’s overtures was 
exadly right, fince nothing can be more dangerous than to enter into negotia¬ 
tions with the tories, or even to labor under the fufpicion of it at this time. 

Our friends here are in perfed good health and good humour, and very much 
your humble fervants. 

Since writing thus far, we have been alarmed with the news of fome fecret 
expedition of the czar’s, which ftorm, it is thought probable, will fall upon 
Sweden, as you will fee by my private letter in Mr. Tilfon’s hand. I muft 
beg of you to exert yourfelf, and to fend us fome comfortable news on this molt 
important occafion, where the fafety and intereft of his majefty’s Britiffi and 
German dominions are evidently conneded and infeparable, which topick I 
hope you will not be afraid to enlarge upon in your anfwer. You will eafily- 
judge of what importance it is, that our apprehensions, and the provifion of 
money neceffary to be made in confequence of them (which you may depend 
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Period III. upon it, •will not be touched, without the mod preffing exigency) fhould re~ 
m ai n an entire fecret to every body, except the duke of Newcaftle, to whom, 
1723. I defire you would communicate my letters, and excufe me to his grace for not 
troubling him with a repetition of the fame matters. I need not tell you how 
nearly the king has this affair at heart; and what fatisfaciion your entering 
heartily into it will give; and tho’ it muft occafion an additional expenee, in 
cafe matters fhould come to bear, yet the engagements of our treaties, and the 
danger with which England would be threatened, from fuch an acquifitioft o£ 
the czar’s, will certainly fully juftify it to the parliament. Pray let the duke 
of Newcaftle know, that I take great comfort in the advances made to him by 
lord Lechmere; and that I think care fhould be taken to cultivate the good 
difpofition he appears to be in at prefent. The marfhal writes at large to the 
duke of Newcaftle, by the meffenger. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Copy. 


Relates his fuccefsful contejl with baron Sparre % Bernfdorf, and Carteret , about 
the affairs of Sweden.—Is treated by the king with fuperior confidence.~Un- 
fuccefsful cabals of Carteret with fome of the Hanoverians* 

Hardwicke I Have received the favour of your private letter of the 19th July, but be- 
, Papers. ^ f ore j come to anfwer the particulars contained in it, I muft acquaint you 
Private, -with a ftruggle I have had here with M. Bernftorf and lord Carteret, which 
has ended as well as could be wifhed. Some days ago, baron Sparre defired 
a conference with me on the fubjedl of the czar*s intended expedition,, and 
preffed me very much to affift him in obtaining for his matter an immediate 
fupply of 10,0001 . I did not at firft fhew myfelf very averfe to this propofal, 
being willing to learn from him, how far his court were alarmed with the czar’s 
propofitions, and what fteps they intended to take towards oppofing them: 
but upon farther converfation, I plainly difcovered, that they were in no great 
fear in Sweden on this event, perfuading themfelves, that if the czar fhould 
efpoufe the duke of Holftein’s intereft with an armed force, or fhould even 
pretend to influence the diet by appearing on their coafts, fuch a violence and 
indignity would turn to the king of Sweden’s advantage; and he made no 
difficulty to own to me, that the only ufe intended to be made of the -10,0001. 
was to enable the king of Sweden to carry feme points in the diet. You will 
eafily believe, that after fuch a confeffion, I could not think it for our matter’s 
fervice, to advife him to an expence, neither juftifiable by our treaties, nor of 

any 
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any fervice towards averting the prefent danger, and which might have opened 
the way for repeated applications of the fame nature. 

The next day after Sparre had been with me, I met Bernftorf and lord Car¬ 
teret in the king’s antichamber, and could eafdy perceive by their difcourfe, 
that Sparre’s demand had been made in concert with them, fince Mr. Bernftorf 
not only preffed my advifing the king to grant that fum, but urged the necef- 
fity of fending to England for fix or eight men of war to join the Danifh fleet. 
I remonftrated to him, that the fending for fo infignificant a fquadron, might 
indeed help to inflame the prefent difcontents in England, and to alarm and 
affeft publick credit, but could not poflibly be of theleaft fervice for oppofing 
any attempt of the czar, fince before any fuch Chips could be fitted out for the 
Baltick, the ftroke (if any were really intended) mud be ftruck, and the ad¬ 
vanced feafon of the year, as it muft foon fend home the czar’s fleet, fo it would 
probably oblige ours to return within a week or fortnight after its arrival; and 
even fuppofing our Chips at prefent in the Baltick, yet the Danifh fleet (which 
confifts of no more than ten) joined to fo inconfiderable a number of ours, 
would not be in a condition to make head againft a force fo much fuperior as the 
czar’s (including his galleys) is reprefented to be ; befides, that it is not yet cer¬ 
tain on what fide the ftorm would fall. Notwithftandingmy arguments, be ftill 
perfifted in the fame fentiments; and went in to the king, full of the neceffity of 
fending both for Chips and money from England. In the mean time, I difcourfed 
with lord Carteret, whom I found agreeing with Bernftorf, or at leaft for fend¬ 
ing to lord Berkley to have the Chips in readinefs, which propofal appeared to 
me more abfurd than Bernftorf’s; fince fuch a preparation would equally have 
alarmed the nation without anypoflibility of our reaping the leaft benefit from it. 

As foop as Bernftorf came out, we went in to the king together, where the 
point was fairly battled, and I had the fatisfacfion to find the king entirely 
agree with me in opinion, and for the fame reafons, to the no fmall mortifica¬ 
tion of my antagonift. His majefty is fenfible, that Bernftorf and my col¬ 
league had been even aflifting and in drafting Sparre in the folicitation he 
Chould make, and for this reafon, he does not doubt, but we fhall foon have 
the fame demand renewed from Stockholm, in a more artful and authentic 
manner, on the foot of the afliftance ftipulated by our treaty. But befides, 
that by that time all thoughts of a fquadron from England muft be over, his 
majefty is firmly refolved not to affift Sweden with a farthing of money, till the 
cafe of the treaty fhall aftually exift, and fome method fhall be propofed, that 
may be judged effeftual for averting the common danger. And tho* his ma¬ 
rl 2 jefty 
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Period ill. jefty defires above all things, that fuch a fum of money as I mentioned in my 
1720to 1727. j a ^ ma y k e g 0t re ady againft any fudden emergency (which will be fo effec- 
, 72j tual a fervice, that I cannot fufficiently recommend it to your care) yet he 
has given me orders to aflure you in the moll exprefs terms, that not a farthing, 
of it lhall be touched, except in the cafe of fuch evident and extenfive danger 
as lhall fully juftify fuch an expence to a Britilh parliament; and I have the 
ftrongeft affurances from the manner in which Bernftorf was treated, and what 
the king faid to me of him on this occafion, that neither he nor any of the 
roinifters here will be able to prevail with his majelly to depart from thefe 
refolutions. 

You will fee by the copy of Mr. Finch’s letter enclofed in my publick dif- 
patch, that the alarm is not hitherto very great in Sweden, which his majefty 
is much pleafed with, as favouring his intentions of refilling both the Ihips and 
money, and he has ordered me to take occafion from that letter to treat this 
expedition of the czar as of no great confequence; promiling to do the fame 
on his part. Tho’ lord Carteret came to me late laft night to let me know 
that Bernftorf had news of the czar’s being feen at fea, holding his courfe to¬ 
wards Sweden, with Holftein and Swedilh colours; yet if feme advices, which 
I have feen this day from Peterlburgh are true, he has not embarked any of the 
forces intended, and the whole expedition is like to end in exercifing his 
failors. 

I have the fatisfaftion to aflure you, that as I never faw the king in righter 
difpofitions, even in relation to thofe interefts towards which he may naturally 
be fuppofed fomewhat partial, fo I never at any time fince I had the honour to 
ferve him, was ufed with half the confidence, and yifible marks of diftin6lion, 
that I have met with fince my being here, which as it cannot fail by degrees to 
undeceive people in England, fo I hope it will make you and the reft of our 
friends lefs folicitous in pulhing particular points againft your adverfaries. 

I am forry to find lord Bolingbroke’s affair continues to make ill blood among 
our friends. I think you were entirely right in keeping clear of any further 
engagements with him; and fince it will be abfolutely neceffary for us to reft 
on the whig bottom, I think this fhould make us double our diligence to keep 
well with the bifhops, which I hope you will attempt by all opportunities that 
offer. I. hear nothing of Bolingbroke’s coming hither as yet, and wifh for 
many reafons his vifit may be prevented. 

The king continues his refolution of figning no paper relating to his Britifh 
affairs, but in my prefence. 


My 
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My brother Carteret fet out with making his court to Bernftorf, countefs 
Platen, and madame de Wendt, an old friend of lord Sunderland, who is fup- 
pofed to govern the countefs, and I fuppofe he hoped to make ufe of Schrader, 
Pleffen, and fuch little emiffaries and intelligencers, brought up to lying and 
intrigue. I make it my chief bufinefs to, pay my court to our mafterj and 
to preferve the confidence of our old friends, taking care at the fame time to 
fhew all the civilities I fafely can, to the others. I fee no reafon hitherto to 
repent of the intereft I have made choice of, tho’ my brother fecretary,, I be¬ 
lieve, does, if I may judge by the countenance of his friends, and by his be¬ 
haviour to me, which grows more fupple than it was atfirft. As for Bernftorf,. 
his own creatures acknowledge that he has lefs credit with the king than ever. 
If there be a place in the world where faction and intrigue are natural and in 
falhion, it is here, which makes it no eafy talk for a ftranger to behave him- 
felf inoffenfively: however, I am very fure, I have loft no friend, and I think 
I have made no enemy; tho’ it is not a very agreeable fituation to be eter¬ 
nally upon one’s guard from all quarters. I mull again repeat to you, that 
all here goes on as well as could be wilhed; but I earneftly recommend to you, 
that my private letters, and particularly what I wrote in my laft, may be im¬ 
parted to no one living, but the duke of Newcaftle. Things are often re¬ 
ported back hither unaccountably} and the freedom we ufe in writing to- one 
another, might be of the laft ill confequence, if it were even fufpedted. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

King •warmly commends Walpole, and is inclined to follow his advice* 

DEAR SIR, Hanover, Auguft ir, 1723. 

"Y^UR letter of the 23d of July, relating to the grand affair. Was entirely 
to our mailer’s fatisfafftion. I alked him yefterday, upon fhewing him 
my anfwer to it, whether I had not made you too many compliments; he faid, 
that was impoflible; you never had your equal in bufinefs, with many more 
warm expreffions of the fame kind. You will fee by my letter, in.Mr. Til— 
Ion’s hand, that ou* accounts of the czar’s expedition vary, and there is good 
reafon to hope his forces are not embarked, tho 1 Bernftorf labours to have the 
contrary believed, and to keep up the alarm, in which he is feconded by my 
colleague. But I have the latisfa&ion to find the king perfectly Heady to the 
fentiments I mentioned in my laft, fo that you may depend upon it, without 
the molt evident and immediate neceflity, not a penny will be touched} but 

we 
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Penod III. we ffiall fave both our money and credit. I agree with you entirely in your 
17201:01727 . fea j- on j n g S on t }^ s affair; and y OU may be affured, I ffiall not advife the king 
2723. £0 take the lead, much iefs to enter the lifts alone againft the czar and his 

Swedifh pretender, except fome unforefeen accident fflould make it abfolutely 
neceffary for the common fafety. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Rife of the Jlocks.—Flourijhing fate of public credit. 


Kardwicke 

Papers. 


Copy. 


(Augu'ft 30, 1723.) . YOU cannot but obferve the late rife of our flocks. 
South Sea was actually fold on Monday at 110, But the bulls and bears have 
funk it again to betwixt feven and eight. 1 had the good fortune to tell his 
majefty before he went, that I thought it would come to this price before Mi¬ 
chaelmas. This rife was nothing imaginary, not at all the effebt of art. The 
public credit is now in fo flourilhing a condition, that upon fame difficulties 
the duchefs of Marlborough had a mind to make in that loan, I could have had 
200,000/. in land tallies, with the intereft upon them, which was about 
12 s. 6i.; in all 3/. 12s. 6 d.; and I think it is plain we lhall have the 
whole fupply of next year at 3 per cent, even without the Marlborough money; 
and I flatter myfelf, that the next feffion of parliament will bring no difcredit 
to thofe that have the honour to ferve the king in his revenue. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR LUKE SCHAUB. 


Condoles with him on the death of cardinal du Bois. 


Whitehall, Auguft 5, 1723. 


Bar&wicke 

Papers. 


J Received yefterday the melancholy account of the death of the cardinal - ; 

and as the lofs of a minifter of his great abilities and good difpofition can¬ 
not but fenfibly affebt every body that wiffied well to the common caufe; I can 
affure you, I bear my juft ffiare of this publick misfortune. As to you in par¬ 
ticular, the lofs of fo good and powerful a friend, muft be an affliction aim oft 
inconfolable. I condole with you upon your own account. ’Tis impoffible 
to doubt, but your endeavours for the fervice of his majefty will, upon this 
occafion, not only be continued, but as it may be more neceffary, doubly ex¬ 
erted, till matters are entirely fettled, under this great and important change; 
and we muft all promife ourfelves great fuccefs from your application and 
great experience. You have upon all accounts my good wilhes, and may 

command 
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command my beft fervkes. I thought it not improper, on this occafion, to Period III. 
give the duke of Orleans the trouble of a letter. I have likewife wrote to * 7 zotol 7 3 7 ° 
the count de Morville; and defire you will with my beft compliments, de- 1723. 
liver the letters to them. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Will provide the 200,000/. hut trujls there will be no occafion to employ it.— 

Enforces the necejfity of not being precipitate, and Jlrongly recommends 
cautious meafures.—Lord Bolingbroke betrays to him lord Carteret*s in¬ 
trigues with the tories, and propofes a coalition of the tories with Town- 
Jhend and Walpole, who warmly obje&s to the meafure . 

Whiteuall, July 23—Auguffc 3, 1723. 

J Hope the anfwer I have fent you, concerning this great affair, will be to Hardwicks- 
the king’s and your lordfhip’s fatisfaftion. The 150,000/. may certainly Fapers * n 
be had; but it is out of that provifion, I made upon a fuppofition, that the Private. 
king might poflibly flay later than Chriftmas; fo that both fervices cannot pof- Copj. 
fibly be anfwered; which I prefume you will make his majefty fenfible of. 

At the fame time, I cannot but wilh from my heart, that this money may not 
be demanded; and if it can be avoided, I hope your lordfhip will let it take 
that turn, nor do I fee how it can be employed at all by way of prevention;, 
for if the czar’s fleet was ready to-fail, my agreement for this fubfidy will come 
too late, and the blow be {truck before a force can be got ready to repel it. 

For my part, I enter much into that part of your lordfhip’s reafoning, to be as 
well as we can with the new king, or at leaft to {hew a difpofition to be fo. If 
we enter precipitately into any engagement upon this occafion, we {hall not 
carry the nation, nor perhaps the parliament along with us; but if we wait, 
and are driven into it, it will be feen and be thought to be the intereft of 
Great Britain alone, that made us engage; and I do not know, whether this 
attempt of the czar, coming upon us fo much by furprife, may not be more 
fortunate, than^ more early intelligence. In a word, my politics are to keep 
free from all engagements, as long as we pojjibly can. You’ll forgive my fud- 
den, and pojfibly very improper thoughts upon a JubjeB, that I am but little ac¬ 
quainted with; but I am mightily inclined to be cautious. 

You may be fure, I {hall not negleQ: turning my thoughts towards the bufi- 
nefs of next feflions, but if any fuch things as we are now talking of Ihould hap-, 
pen, there is an end of all that at once. 


Ifub- 
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Period M. I fubmit it further to your lordfhip’s confideration, whether it is not worth 
720to 1727 . G f. w h a t will be our condition, if we are the only power in all Europe 

1723. that enters immediately into this quarrel ? If the Swedifh nation are ready for 
a revolution, as the ill humours now prevailing feem to portend, -it will be 
impoffible to prevent it; and we fhall have made the new king our enemy, who 
might poflibly pretend otherwife to take the part, that the jacobites have a long 
time flattered themfelves he will, it will all be imputed to this provocation of 
ours. France has, I apprehend, been a long time in negociation with the 
czar: can France be ignorant of this meafure; or what part will France a6t 
upon this occafion? In fhort, I wifh to God, we may at leaft for a little time 
remain neuters, and look on, if all the reft of Europe does the fame thing. 
But all this I fubmit to your better judgement. 

Lord Bolingbroke was with me laft week, and {hewed me the two letters he 
received from your lordfhip and lord Carteret: the letters were as unlike 
to one another, as the authors, and I affure you your brother fecretary faid 
not one word of future fervices, but gave him a bare dry compliment. This 
is agreable to the part they all a& here to keep themfelves entirely clear of all 
engagements. I fpoke very plainly to lord B. in the fame manner, I had 
talked before, and gave him no hopes, that we would hazard the king’s affairs 
by ralhly undertaking any thing in parliament. But what I had chiefly to ac¬ 
quaint- you with, was what lord B. faid upon another fubjeft. He introduced 
the converfation, with excufing himfelf for entering into any negociation, which 
he would, or would not proceed upon, as I Should approve. He told me, he 
had held feveral converfations with fir William Windham and lord Bathurft, 
who fpoke to him in their own names, and in the name of lord Gower: they 
declared themfelves weary of the fituation they were in, and ready to enter 
into any meafures with your lordfhip, and your humble fervant. They faid 
they were in meafures with lord Carteret all laft winter, and correfponded fre¬ 
quently with him by meffages, that the concert was with thofe three, and lord 
Anglefea, and lord Carteret; that Carteret had frequently preffed them to 
attack me perfonally, and that Anglefea was always on that fide*of the queftion; 
that this correfpondence was founded upon repeated affurances of an un¬ 
doubted fuperior intereft, fufficient to fupport them, and continued till his 
lordfhip’s departure; that they now thought themfelves deceived by him, and 
were defirous to rid themfelves of the difagreeable fituation they were in, by 
renouncing jacobitifm, &c. I anfwered it was both impoffible and unadvifable 
for me to enter into any fuch negociation, and told lord Bolingbroke, I thought 

he 
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lie was doing a moft imprudent thing, who was to expefil his falvation from a Period III. 
whig parliament, to be negotiating to bring in a fettof toriesj that if this fhould * 7 °— — 2 7 i * 
be known, his cafe would be defperate in parliament; and defired and advifed 1723. 
him to give this anfwer to his friends, as from his own farther recolle&ion; 
and that he thought it not proper upon confideration to mention it to me, 
which he feemed to acquiefce in, and to be fatisfied. I need not obferve to 
you: here is a direft confeffion of Carteret’s dealing with the tories through¬ 
out all laft feffion, which they are very explicit in. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Mentions rumours of divijions among the king's minijlers at Hanover.—From 
whence they originate.—Confequences of thefe rumours if not checked. — Ex¬ 
treme tranquillity in England . 

MF LORD, • Whitehall, Auguft 30, 1723. 

J Avoid as much as I can, troubling your lordlhip with all the idle ftories and Townflietsd 
reports that are fpread about here, tho’ they come all from your fide, ^ a P ers * 
leaft when they return upon the rebound, they may be either magnified or 
reprefented in fuch colours, and made ufe of to filch purpofes as the authors 
of them firft defign’d they fhould. I think it proper juft to mention them to 
you, with a general remark or two, which I think indeed applicable to them 
all. They are fent over either with a view to keep up divifions here among 
the king’s friends and fervants, and to countenance people in forming intrigues 
and oppofition, as if a fufficient intereft was form’d at Hanover to fupport 
them; or if they are of another fort, they are to be the matter of complaint, 
and the reports which a rife and are invented by themfelves, are made ufe of as 
arguments of defigns carrying on againft them. Of thefe forts, are the feveral 
reports that have fill’d the town, of the great differences betwixt the two fe- 
cretaries at Hanover, of lord Carteret’s being foon expected back in England, 
reprefented by feme as a defign to form a new miniftry in conjunfition with 
himfelf, by others as returning in difgrace. 

Another report that has obtained very much is, that lord Carterett had en¬ 
deavour’d or procured the bringing over the counteffe of Platen into En¬ 
gland. ’Tis great pity, my lord, that feme check cannot be given to thefe 
proceedings, which altho’ they may feem trivial have their ill effetts: all that 
I can fay is, when I am fure, I know from what quarter they do not. come, • 
it feems not hard to gueffe from whence they have fource. And I find thefe 
vox. 11 . part 11 . . Mm reports 
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reports. are not confin’d to England; but my fon, who return’d hither la® 
night from Paris, tells me there they talk of nothing more, and talk as they, 
are varioufly affe&ed; but the ftory of the lady’s journey is received there- 
as a fettled point. Thefe Rories, and the different reafonings upon them,, 
and the True Briton, are the only things that caufe the leaf! difturbance he ret: 
we are otherwife in a ftate of tranquillity and fatisfaftion beyond what I haver 
ever, known; hut you:may depend’upon it, the profpect of changes wilPalU- 
ways animate the difeontented and difaffeOed.. 

EORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WAEPOEE. 

Anxious to-facilitate the acceptance of the overtures from the king of Pruffia.—- 
Ill ejfeBs of the projeBs for efiabli/hing an E'aft India company at 0 fiend,— 
Unexpected arrival of Bothmar. 

Hanover, Wednefday, Sept. 8, 172.3. * 

yOU will fee by the office letter, that I: have got: the king’s leave to fend' 
over for a foil power for myfelf, in which I .have likewife got lord Car¬ 
teret infertedj with a defign of making ufe of it at the court of Berlin; if there 
fhould be occafion. The king of Pruffia has made all imaginable court to ■ 
the king our matter, and has ufed all poffible endeavours to get him over to 
Berlin. His majefty has certainly very little inclination for this journey; and 
has not hitherto declared his refolution upon it, but I live in, hopes that he 
will conquer his av-erfionj and not refufe fo trifling a compliance, which may 
open the way to abetter underftanding between the two crowns. A neigh¬ 
bouring prince, fo nearly related, fo well affe&ed to the proteftant caufe, who 
has a (landing force of 80,000 men; and fuch an extent of dominions as the 
king of Pruffia, is certainly worth gaining even upon much harder terms; and 
I am fatisfied nothing would contribute more to bring the czar to reafon, and 
to facilitate our- treaty with him; than the renewing our ancient alliances with 
Pruffia, which I fhall therefore labour all I can. 

I have had a letter from governor- Harrifon; in which he tells me, that the 
fpirit of the Eaft India company is fo broken by the Oftend projeft, that they 
neither think of putting up any tea at the next' fale, nor* of making any ex¬ 
ports the next feafon. How far this willaffleS: our cuftoms, and.damp credit,, 
you cannot but be fenfible; and I fhould be glad you would take an oppor¬ 
tunity to difeourfe with him, and try to put' a little new* life into the company. 
This makes it ftill more neceffary for me to renew my requeft to you of get¬ 
ting 
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ting a fcheme for the enfuing fefiions, fo far digefted, that I may be able to Period in, 
communicate the heads of it to the king, about the time that it will be necef- V 2 ° t017Z7 l 
fary for him to think of returning; and I muft again repeat to you, that no- 1723. 
thing will gain his heart more than the ftriking out fome good plan for the 
benefit of trade and credit. Mr. Pefters begins now to hope that the States 
will come to more vigorous refolutions than they have hitherto taken in rela¬ 
tion to the Oftend trade, which I fhall be very glad to find confirmed. 

Count Lippe’s ftory of the countefs of Platen, is certainly a lye. I am in¬ 
formed from very good hands, that fhe has not the leaft thought of going for 
England. Neither do I find any thing that looks like it in her converfations; 
tho’ I have often the honour of her company, and am well with fome other 
ladies that are in her good graces, as you may perhaps foon find to your coft. 

I fhall take care to bring you off as cheap as I can; but I muft defire you 
to do honour to my demands, which will not bee very extravagant. 

It was a great furprize to me, to find count Bothmar juft upon his arrival 
here, without any previous intiligence from you of the motives of his journey. 

The purchafe of an eftate in Meklenbourg, is the pretence given out, but I 
believe he is not very formidable, let his views be what they will. Some days 
ago, my old tormenter, monfieur Petkum, had the impertinence to make his 
perfonaf appearance heare, it coft me a hundred pounds to fend him packing 
the next day, for which I muft take the liberty to draw on Mr. Lowther, by 
the next meffenger. 

My colleague* is gone out a {hooting for fome days; he feems to be pretty * Lord Car- 
much at the ftand, what courfe to fteer next, having no great reafon hitherto teretl ’ 
to be fatisfied with his negotiations. Our friends here, fend their fervices to 
you and the duke of Newcaftle, to whom I defire my bell refpefits. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Motives for propojing to fend Horace Walpole to Paris.—Secret ohjeBs of his 

miffion.—His in/iruBions. 


Hanover, Sqpt- 17*3. 

'J'HE occafion of my difpatching this meffenger to you, is an affair of great Hardwicke 
importance, which muft be managed with the utmoft fecrecy, being known Paper3 ‘ 
at prefent to no one but his majefty and myfelf. His majefty has received Copy. 
fome advices from Paris, that the duke of Orleans fince the death of cardinal 
du Bois, has recalled to court count Noee, with whom the duke had always 

M m a kved 
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lived in the greateft intimacy, but whom the cardinal forced him to part with? 
that Noce, fince his return, has refumed the great fliare he formerly had in- the 
duke’s confidence, and is (as Homer, fir Luke Schaub’s fecretary, writes to 
Mr. Balaquier) particularly traded and employed in the affairs relating to 
England; that Noce has conceived an irreconcileable averfion againft Schaub* 
as fuppofing him to have been inftrumental with the cardinal in procuring his 
difgrace. You muft be fenfible that nothing can be of greater importance to 
the king, than to be rightly informed of the truth of the foregoing fa£ts, fince 
the maintaining the good underftanding with France, which was fo happily 
eftablifhed by the cardinal’s good offices,, may in a great meafure depend upon 
it; for the duke of Orleans, however well difpofed and capable of judging for 
himfelf, is by- a peculiar eafinefs of temper, the mod liable of any man living 
to put himfelf under the dire&ion of thofe who have his confidence, and 
thereby fufceptible of any impreffions they think fit to give him. This good 
underftanding therefore cannot long be preferved, if one fo near him. as the 
count de Noce is reprefented to be, Ihould not only withdraw his confidence 
from the king’s minifters at that court, but perhaps out of perfonal pique and 
refentment to that minifter, ffiould carry his averfion ftill farther to the affairs 
he is charged with from his majefty. 

But as on one hand, it is of great importance to the king to be apprifedj 
as foon as poffible, of the real flotation of affairs in France, fo on the other 
hand, it will require great caution and addrefs to come at the truth in fuch a 
manner, as may neither hurt fir Luke Schaub’s credit with the duke of 
Orleans, nor create a jealoufy in fir Luke, of the king’s intending to withdraw 
his confidence from him. Upon thefe confiderations, his majefty has thought it 
not advifeable to fend any one dire&ly to France from this place, which could 
not have been done without noife, and giving umbrage of one kind or other, 
but has rather chofe to have fomebody on whofe fidelity and dexterity he can 
depend, fet out from England, and take Paris in his way hither, under pre¬ 
tence of a curiofity to fee that place, and without owning to any one living, the 
bufinefs he is employed in. And his majefty, having been pleafed to turn his 
thoughts on my brother Horace Walpole for that fervice, as one who has ac¬ 
quitted himfelf well In former negotiations, and is acquainted with the general 
ftate of foreign affairs, and who having been expected here by every body all 
this fummer, his leaving England at this time will occafion no new fpecula- 
tion; I am therefore to defire you to prevail with him to undertake the jour¬ 
ney immediately; and it is his majefty’s pleafure, that he fhould obferve the 

following 
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following inftru&ions. He is in the fifft place, to take care to avoid giving Period III. 
the - leaft fufpicion of his being fent by the king to Paris, and his coming thi- * 7 2Ot01 7 z 7 » 
ther, muft appear to be nothing but the effects of his own curiofity to fee the 1723. 
place. He is to ufe as much freedom and opennefs towards fir Luke Schaub, 
as is confiftent with concealing the real intent of his journey, and is to learn 
from him, as much as he eafily can, of the prefent fituation of affairs in France, 
without betraying the leaft jealoufy of any decay of fir Luke’s credit^ or 
preffing to know more than he is ready to impart to him. He is to wait on 
the duke of Orleans, or not, as it is thrown in his way, and is to fee as many 
of the French minifters as he can, .without creating fufpicion, particularly M> de' 

Morville and the count-de Noce; and in his general converfations, is to enlarge 
(as from himfelf and from his own knowledge only) on the firm defire which the 
king and thofe who have the honour to be employed by him, have to preferve 
a perfefl good underftanding with France, and to repair the lofs which both 
nations have fuftained in the death of the cardinal, by keeping up the fame 
flriQ; friendfhip with thofe who fucceed him in the care of publick affairs* 

But the main drift of all his converfations muft be to learn (without-appearing 
to affefl it) in what degree of confidence - M. de Morville and the count de 
Noce ft and with the regent, and how each of them is affefted towards the king 
our matter, and towards keeping a good underftanding with England, as alio 
perfonally towards fir Luke Schaub and one another. For avoiding all fufpicion 
Mr. Walpole muft forbear writing- to me by the poft; but as foon as he has 
informed himfelf as thoroughly as he can, of the abovementioned particulars,, 
and of the ftate of the French affairs in general, he muft difpatch to me pri¬ 
vately fome trufty fervant, whom he muft take along with him for that purp.ofe, 
with a full relation of what is come to his knowledge, and under pretence of 
vifiting fome of the neighbouring palaces, &c. &c. muft take occafion to ftay 
in France,- till he receives his majefty’s farther orders. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Obtains the miffion of Horace Walpole to Paris, without the knowledge of lord 
Carteret.—Good ejfeBs to be derived from that event. 

DEAR SIR, , Hanover, Sept. 2,5, 1723* 

‘Y’OTJ'will fee by the enclofed, which the king has feen and approved of, that Hardwicke 
I have had the good fortune to bring about in a quiet way, and' without f>a P ers * 
our colleague’s being confulted,. what we of all things had the moft reafon to Ccpj. 

wifh 
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Period III. nrjJh for, which is the prevailing with the kingto take fuch a ftep, as cannot 
i tyzotoi 7 2 7 .£ aj | tQ f et our i ntere ft jn a.clearer light, and to put us on a better foot with 
*723. -the court of France. For tbo’ my brother Horace Walpole’s inftructions, 
axe not to own to any one living, his being employed by the king (which he 
snuft be fure .ftriftly to comply with, that we may be irreproachable on that 
head) yet all the world will eafily .comprehend, that he does not take Paris ia 
'his way to Hanover, merely out of curiofity, or without the king’s approha- 
' tion. And if he executes his commiffion with his ufual dexterity, the effefi: 
will either be, that :he will maike fuch difcoveries, as muft end in getting 
■Schaub recalled; or at lead that Schaub, finding we have credit enough to get 
•fonear a relation fent over to fuperintend him, will fo far confider his own 
Situation, as to a Gt in a more open and fincere manner towards us, and think 
it neceffary to make a merit to himfelf of appearing to throw that intereft into 
our hands, which after fuch a tacit declaration in our favour, it may no longer 
be in his power to vrithold from us. And as that intereft has hitherto beea 
•the chief, and is at prefent in a manner the only hold and fupport of our an- 
tagonifts, this affair, if managed with difcretion, will wound them in the moft 
vital and fentfible part; and being therefore of fuch great confequence to us* 
I hope you will prevail with my brother Horace, to undertake the journey 
•without,any difficulty or delay. 

I would advife him not to mention any thing to fir iLuke Schaub, or the 
French minifters, of the match that is in agitation for the countefs of Platen’s 
■daughter with M. de la Vrilliere, except they take notice of it to him firft; 
an which cafe he is to exprefs himfelf ftrongly for it ; that we may fleer clear 
of the imputation of designing to obftruQ. it; it being what our friends here 
are all well inclined to. I defire that your anfwer, to be enclofed, may be fe- 
parat-e, and fuch as k may be proper to ffiew to the king. 

Vs* 

XtJRP TOWNSHEND T.Q ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Intrigues to obtain the appointment of marjhal Hartenberg to be firfl minijler .— 
Townjhend carries his point.—Gains the confidence of the duchefs of Kendal, 
—Procures the place of commijfaryfor Walpole’s friend, in oppofition to the 
. earnefi recommendation of lords Cadogan and Carteret,—Lord Middleton’s 
• letter to his Jon on Wo.od’s patent. 


Hanover* 
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Hanover, Oft. 4, T713. Period IIL 

J Artrnow-able to fend you an account of the whole progrefs and happy ter- 1 7 zotol 7 2 7 » 
urination of an affair, which has given me the only fblid uneafinefs I have iyzy. 
felt finee my being here, and which looked fo unpromifing in fomeofitsaf- Hardwicke 
jjefts, that I did not care to alarm you with any part of it, till all was over, and ^ a P ers ‘ 
it had taken its turn one way or other- Ferj private 

While we were extremely intent on guarding againft the attacks of our ene- Copy " 

tnies, and had all the fuccefs that* way which could be defired; it happened, 
that the indifcretion of fome of our friends, had' like to have ended in worfe 
confequences than the utmoft efforts of the former could have-brought about. 

The marefchal, ever finee his being here, has been labouring in the molt eager 
and impatient manner to get himfelf declared'minifter: and not being able to ! 
carry his point with that eafe and expedition he wifhed for, he threatened, • 
and certainly had thoughts of quitting the king’s fervice altogether, 1 and car¬ 
ried his indifcretion fo far as to grow very negligent in his attendance, and : 
even to withdraw himfelf from court for fome weeks, under frivolous pre-- 
tences. - But this was not all; for tho’ the duchefs afted a very fincere' part’ 1 
towards him in this affair,, and ftrained her intereft; perhaps farther than was - 
advifeable, to gratify his eagernefs and ambition ; yet tbe marefchal, partly thro*' ; 
impatience, and partly thro’ a falfehood and indireclnefs, too habitual to him 1 
(of which I fhall be able to give you ftronger proofs than I wilh for,’ when we 
meet) could not forbear making his court privately to perfons of the oppofite ' 
faftion, and looking out for affifiance in that quarter, from whence accounts 
of all his pra&ifes were conftantly brought round to the duchefs. 

This infidelity; in one whom the duchefs honoured with her chief confi¬ 
dence, has, you may be fure, given her great uneafinefs. However,’ it has ; 
had the immediate good’ effeft, of making her more open’ and unreferved to¬ 
wards me, and I believe, I may* venture to fay, Ihe repofes a more entire 
confidence in me at prefent, than in any other perfon about the king. I was ’ 
very true to the marefchal in his grand affair, and notwithHanding the difeo- 
veries that have been made, advifed the duchefs to prefs his being declared : 
minifter, in which fituation it is very poffible, he may fignify lefs than he did • 
before. At leaft he will ferve to exclude fome more dangerous perfon from • 
being brought over to England, and will fave us from the difficulties and uU- 
certainties that always attend a change of bands. I neither did, nor could ' 

(after fome things that are come to my knowledge) endeavour to re-eftablifh : 
the marefchal’S character of integrity with the duchefs, and as I believe it mo- 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


er'ci III. rally impoffible, that .he fhould ever regain her confidence entirely, the firing- 
2oto 1727 . to £ n gi aiic i muft, I think, of courfe have the effect of throwing * 

J723. Iter into -our hands, where I am fure neither the king nor fhe have, or fhall 
difcover any falfehood. The event has been, that the king has promifed the 
marefchal to take him into the miniftry; and I believe it will be done before 
the journey to Berlin, which was declared yefterday, tho’ the time of his ma- 
jefty’s fetting out, is not yet fixed. He is ftill to keep his marefchall’s place, 
and his going back to England, is made an exprefs condition of his nomination. 
This has Xet all right again, and the marefchal and I are as dear friends as 
-ever, fetting afide a little ihynefs and aukwardnefs on his part, which I verily 
believe is owing to the confcioufnefs of his own wrong behaviour and infin- 
•cerity, fince I am very fure he can have nothing to object to me in this whole 
.affair. 

At the fame time, the marefchal was playing thefe tricks, M. Hattorf had 
taken a pofitive refolution not to return any more to England. Tho’ his 
motives were certainly only the want of health, and the inconveniences arifing 
from bis own private affairs, (his fincerity and integrity being above all fufpi- 
cion), yet this added very much to my -uneafinefs, as it opened a way for 
taking fome other German over. But upon the duchefs and my alfurances 
•of fuch returns of .friendfhip from you and me, as his moft irreproachable 
conduct towards the king, and kind inclination towards us, very well deferve, 
fie has altered his mind, and will certainly go over; fo that upon the whole, I 
fiope every Jthing will ftand on the fame good foot as formerly, with this only 
•difference and advantage, that the marefchal by his great dexterity will have 
transferred the afcendant with the duchefs from himfelf to us, and may for the 
future ftand more in need of our afliftance than we of his. 

Lord Carteret told me a few nights ago, that he had feen a letter from the 
•chancellor of Ireland to his fan* (who I fuppofe is fent hither, chiefly for the 
fake of carrying on a private co'rrefpondence with lord Carteret) taking notice 
that the coinage of farthings and halfpence for Ireland gave great offence in 
that kingdom; and would probably be inquired into by their parliament. I 
told his lordfhip, that I underftood this affair of the coinage to have been fet 
on foot in lord Sunderland’s time, and to have been only perfected now: that it 
•was thought not only agreeable, but neceflary .to that kingdom; and that even 
if at were otlxerwife, it ill becomes his majefty’s chancellor to be forward in 

* Alan Brodrick. This letter is printed among the letters on Wood’s patent. 

looking 
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looking out for grievances to clog his majefty’s fervice. He told me that a Period III. 
coinage had been defired by our plantations in America in lord Sunderland’s I , 7 20to l 7 2 7 « 
time, but that he never heard of Ireland’s having defired it; but he faidhe *7 2 3* 
would write lord Middleton word, that as the coinage was an inherent prero¬ 
gative of the crown,, he did not fee what either houfeof parliament could have 
to object to it. I give you this hint, that you may confider what objeftions 
that affair is liable to, and may give the duke of Grafton notice that this is 
likely to be one of the rubs that will be thrown in his way. 

The king will go direftly from Berlin to the Goehrde, and our fcheme will 
be to prevail with him to fet out for England about the 20th of November, 

N. S. but this will depend fo much on the weather, and the diverfion he meets 
with in hunting, that no conjefture can be made, what fuccefs our felicitations 
are likely to meet with. If tire affair of the fupplies fhould make it abfolutely 
neceffary for his majefty to meet the parliament before Chriftmas, I defire 
you would let me know it, as foon as you can, and that you would in that 
cafe, about the latter end of this month, O. S. fend me over fuch a letter as 
may be proper to be fhewn to his majefty, fetting forth the neceflity of his re¬ 
turn in ftrong, tho’ refpeftful terms. 

I received yefterday morning your letter of the 13th September, with aii 
account of the vacancy likely to happen by fir William Strickland’s death, and 
at noon lord Carteret and I had a fair battle before the king, he for Burroughs 
and I for Wefcomb. His lordfhip begun by faying, that lord Cadogan had 
recommended Burroughs, and had formerly obtained a promife in his favor, that 
it was true Mr. Walpole, as he had heard, had propofed Wefcomb, but that he 
was fo much a creature of the duke of Argyle's, that his lordfhip fuppofed his 
majefty would not think it proper to truft a poft of fuch confequence in, rela¬ 
tion to military affairs in Wefcomb’s hands. I told the king, that I appre¬ 
hended the difpute not to be whether Burroughs or Wefcomb fhould have 
this place (which was a matter in itfelf perfeftly indifferent to you and me) 
but whether lord Cadogan had fhewn himfelf fo very abftemious in point of 
profit, that his majefty could think it for his fervice to have not only the army, 
but all ,pofts relating to it, and even fuch as were intended for a check and 
controul on the inch reft praftices of officers, entirely fubjefted to lord Ca¬ 
dogan and his friends. That, as for Wefcomb, all that I knew of him was, 
that lord Carteret himfelf had formerly brought him to me, and recommended 
him as a very honeft man, and that he had the good fortune to do his majefty 
feme fervice by his difcoverys in Spain laft year. That as for his being a 

vol. ix. part 11. n n creature 
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creature of the duke of Argyle’s, I thought it fo far from an objection in the 
prefent cafe, that this circumftance might pofiibly make him a ftrifter check 
without at all interfering with lord Cadogan’s command, which as his. majefty 
knew, I had never endeavored to leffen or break in upon. The king’s anfwer 
was, " Vous avez raifonje veux que Wefcomb ait la charge;” and then he rebuked 
lord Carteret for infinuating, that this would interfere with the command, fmce 
a commiffary’s only bufinefs was to fee that his majefty and the public were 
not cheated. Perhaps you may have fome curiofity to know what my good 
colleague’s behavior was upon this vi&ory. We came home very lovingly 
together, and he was lavilh on his old topick, how well he intended to live 
with you and me. I beg that thefe particulars may not be mentioned to any 
body but the duke of Newcaftle; fince nothing would give his majefty greater 
offence, than our making any fuch affair a matter of triumph, and the lefs we 
boaft, the more we fhall certainly have to boaft of. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Horace Walpole gone to Paris with proper inJlruBions.—Opinion of Law con~ 
cerning count Noce.—Lord Peterborough informs him of the ftuation and 
fentiments of the duke of Orleans.—The removal of fr Luke Schaub necef- 
fary.—Rumour that lord Carteret is going embaffador to France.—Accufes 
lord Midleton and the Brodericks of fomenting the difcontents in Ireland, 
on account of Wood’s patent,—Defends the coinage. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, 061 . 1—12, 1723. 

M Y brother Horace is gone this morning for France, and his inftruftions, 
and the part he is to aft, are as well confidered and fettled betwixt us, 
as we are capable of doing. I have feen Mr. Law feverall times fince I had 
your direftions how to behave to him, and have fhewn all reafonable civilities, 
and am fure I have fo ordered my brother’s journey to Paris with him, that 
he thinks Horace goes by his advice, and has not the leaft fufpicion of any 
fuch thing being ordered from Hanover j he was very preffing with me, that 
Horace Ihould go that way, thought it would be of great ufe and fatisfaftion 
to the duke of Orleans, to talk with one fo related. I tried in general con- 
verfation, to learn his opinion of count de Noce. He thinks him capricious, 
and not to be depended upon, and tho’ in -other things, and in private life, he 
may have a great {hare of the duke of Orleans’s favour and intimacy, he does 
not feem to apprehend that he will have much to do in bufinefs. 


I have 
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I nave likewife heard my lord Peterborough’s account at full length of his Period III. 
laft travels; he boafts much of the good offices he did us with the duke of * 7 zotol ? z 7 ' 
Orleans, thinks what he fays has great weight, and gives the fame character of 1723. 
count de Noce, as Mr. Law does. Thefe were the only two perfons, that I 
could apprehend, might be writing into France upon Horace’s going that way; 
and as I was obliged, upon other occafions, to fee and difcourfe them, I thought 
it was proper to learn what I could of them, and give them a right way of 
thinking upon this occalion. Lord Peterborough brought me perfonal com¬ 
pliments from the duke of Orleans, by his order, which I know to be true, 
becaufe both fir Luke and Mr. Crawford wrote me word it was fo: but as you 
know his converfations are infinitely too long to bring within the compalfe of 
of a letter, ’tis needleffe to think of giving you an account of them; but what 
concerns ourfelves, immediately, and perfonally, I think you fhould know. 

He fays, great pains have been, and are taken, to this day, to perfuade the 
duke of Orleans, that a good underftanding betwixt him and us, is impracti¬ 
cable; that we mull be look’d upon as occafional, and temporary friends to 
France; that we have not the affeClion of the king our mailer, but are em¬ 
ploy’d out of neceflity only; that we are now loft too with the prince; and 
from thefe premifes, I think the inference is plain. He fays, the duke of Or¬ 
leans found among the late cardinal’s papers, feverall papers and correfpon- 
dencies with the cardinal, fir Luke Schaub, and lord Carterett, upon thefe 
fubjects, that have given the duke a great averfion and contempt for fir Luke; 
and all thefe things, he relates from the duke’s own mouth; and you may be 
fure. Concludes with his anfwering and removing all thefe prejudices. But if 
he is a judge, or we are at all to believe what he fays, the removing fir Luke 
Schaub would be an acceptable fervice to the duke of Orleans. I had almoft 
forgott to tell you, that Bolingbroke is named in the correfpondencies, found 
among the cardinal’s papers; and he makes the defign of his (B’s) wife com¬ 
ing over laft year, a deep plot. 

I fuppofe you will have heard by this time, of the report of lord Carterett’s 
going embafiadour to France; this I take to be another of their own ftories, 
raifed by themfelves to be complained of. But perhaps it may furprife you to 
hear, that in the laft letters from Paris, it is faid, a certain houfe is hired for 
lord Carterett; and this fame account, in three letters that I knew of, one from 
lord to lady Lanfdown, one from Henry Berkley to Mr. Pulteney, and one 
from a banker at Paris to Mr. Drummond. 


n n a 


Sir 
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Period III. Sir William Strickland being again upon the mending hand, I hear Cadogan 
1720to 1 7 2 7 ' w jn tr y ano th er p U u f or his friend Burroughs, their fuperiority is now talk’d 
1723. up again as high as ever. I only tell you thefe things, juft as they happen, but 
muft from hence take occafion to obferve to you, from that part of your laft 
letter, where you tell me, the ducheffe hopes I will take care to fet matters 
right in England; that it will be impoffible for me or any body elfe to do it, 
as long as things reft upon the foot they now are: they are form’d, cabal, and 
every where by their creatures declare openly againft us. We keep the con¬ 
trary appearances; whatever events would contribute to give us creditt, in the . 
eye of the world, we are filent upon, and muft not triumph;, they not only 
boaft of the little advantages they do gain, but affume to themfelves the creditt 
of thofe very things that are over-ruled againft them, that they are laid to do 
every thing, and we do nothing. But indeed, my lord, if this conteft is fuf- 
fer’d to fubfift, and the king will not be perfuaded to make it very plain on one 
fide or other, you’ll fee they! begin the next felfion as they ended the laft; and 
I am fure *tis impoffible to have lord chancellour, or lord Berkley, but by fhew- 
ing them that we have the power. The firft is out of town again; the lat¬ 
ter, with whom I din’d laft week, I thought again not altogether fo warm and 
cordial as before, and thefe changes happen juft as they are inform’d, and 
think the wind blows. 

I fuppofe you make no doubt at all from what corner the attack in the 
Iriffi parliament, upon the copper coinage arifes; lord Middleton indeed de¬ 
claring againft it, but his fon taking the lead with feverall warm, virulent, and fcur- 
rilous inve&ives; with his fon, join’d his fecretary, his purfe bearer, and three 
or four immediate dependants, who appear’d openly with violence. You ob- 
ferv’d, that previous notice was fent of this to Hanover; and furely in a pro¬ 
per time and manner the king may be convinced, with whom the Brodericks 
are link’d, and by whom influenced, which was too notorious laft winter, to be 
at all doubted. Lord Carterett, in this attack, has different views; he flurs 
the duke of Grafton, he flings dirt upon me, who pafs’d the patent, and makes 
the duchefe ^ ome k oc ty * uneafy, for whofe fake it was done; and this is one of the inftances, 
of Kendal, therein thefe that think themfelves in danger, begin to be upon the offenfive. 

And as I think a good ufe may be made of this, if it is rightly turn'd, fo it may 
not be improper to apprife your lordffiip a little of the matter. I was appre- 
henfive, and had notice of this defign before the parliament mett, and wrote 
accordingly twice to Ireland upon the fubjeft; but it appears to me, that the 
thing took an unpopular turn, and thofe who fhould have ftem’d the torrent, 

rather 
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ratter fell in with the popular cry, than fatt about oppofing it: the Brodericks Period III. 
brought it on with great precipitation, and without confidering, or indeed un- 1 7 2 Ot 0 ' 7 z 7 ' i 
derftanding the cafe; the parliament has come to the refolutions, of which I 1723. 
fend you a copy inclofed. And now I have feen the refolutions, and the fe- 
verall objections that were made againft the patent, which are likewife fent me 
over, I am aftonilhed that an affembly ihould come into fuch refolutions, that aro 
all falfe in fa£t: and indeed- I was a good deal concerned till I faw what they 
did objeQ* leaft by inadvertency or by being impos’d upon, we might out of 
a defire of doing the fervice have lett this flip through our fingers, liable to 
more objections, than I was aware of. But molt certainly ’ds not fo; and 
unlelfe they do infill in Ireland, that the king fhall pafs no fuch patent for 
coining money in England, which is the only fenfe of the laft refolution, there 
is nothing in all they fay; and furely this will never be admitted or differed 
to be a doCtrine here, becaufe it is a prerogative never difputed, and often 
exercifed. ’Tisfitt you Ihould know, that what is voted of the patentee’s not 
complying with his contraCl, is all falTe; there is not the lead foundation for 
faying; there were different impreflions, and of differentweights. The patentee, 
nor any body for him was never heard. And that refolution, that makes the Ioffe 
150 per cent, is' founded upon a computation, that copper uncoined is worth 
but 12 d. per lib. but a pound of copper halfpence and farthings are by the 
patent to paffe for sts. Gd. ergo the lofs is is. 6 d. But a pound of copper 
prepar’d for the mint at London, colls there is. Gd. the charge of coining a 
pound of copper, is at the mint 4 d. and I think the duty of a pound of copper 
coin’d, imported into Ireland i s\d. per lb. betides the exchange, See. which 
with all allowances, comes to 20 d. per cent, and all this laid is afide, and the 
copper money valued at the fuppofed value of the ruff Irilh copper, which is 
much inferiour to Englilh copper. 

I have enter’d thus-far into this affair to give you fome fatisfa&ion, that you 
may fee, when the matter is confidered, it may be fupported; which truly is 
the cafe, by all that I can learn on both fides of the queflion; that there is a 
profitt in all thefe things, there is no doubt, that thefe grants are allways fup- 
pos’d- beneficial, and in this cafe, the money is better than ever was in Ire¬ 
land. There was a misfortune in the conducing this matter in Ireland, which 
I’l take another opportunity to explain to you; but among friends, you know 
the Irilh fecretary of Hate is all Balm of Gilead. But you’l be very much 
miftaken, if you think the fpirit that was fhewn in Ireland upon this occa- 

fion* 
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Period ill. fion, was not wholly owing to the full perfuafion of the fuperiority that is 
^ 20t& i 7 a 7 .thought to be againft us. Mr. Broderick did every thing but name me in 
'bis fpeeches; and in his reflexions upon the minifters, did to the fenfe and ap- 
prehenfion of every hearer, diftinguilh betwixt minifters, that I make not the 
leaft doubt, but the whole was concerted. Since I wrote what is above, I 
have received two letters together from lord .chancellor Middleton, full of his 
falfhood and little cunning, and the latter is to explain off the former; I ftiall 
be very fttort in my anfwer. 

I received an account laft night, that Jack Smith* was certainly dead, 
which, tho" ’tis not yet known in town, is certainly true. This may give an 
opportunity of difpofing of Treby,f and putting in Mr. Pellham, which I 
fuppofe will be done by the rule of keeping things open till the king’s return. 

I beg you will gett immediately a promife from the king not to difpofe of it, 
nor to be ingaged to any body elfe; for I think by the things that are now 
vacant, we may fettle our affairs in parliament to our content. I cannot 
enough admire your conduX in the marechal’s affair, it was as nice and dif¬ 
ficult a talk, as was ever upon the tapis, and it was .impoflible for mortal man 
to manage it better. 

As for the meeting of the parliament, I am very clearly of opinion, it 
fhould not meet before Chriftmas: you know from what I wrote upon the affair 
of the fubfidy, I cannot pretend not to be able to fubfift the army, which we 
have made provifion for ’till the latter end of February; and indeed I am of 
the dutcheffe’s opinion, that ’tis better to make the king, eafy by flaying late 
this year, which may prevent another year’s expedition, than to haften him 
over, when ’tis of no fervice. I allways'thought the adjournments at Chrift- 
jnas, tended more to cabals, than all other occafions. I have given the duke- 
of Newcaftle the particulars relating to Monf. Hattorff’s lodgings, and have 
, given all other neceffary orders for the difpatch of what he is pleas’d to delire j 
and you may allure Mon£ Hattorffe, I will take effeQual care, that every 
thing lhall be done againft he comes, entirely to his fatisfaXion: and pray my 
lord, take this occafion, of giving him my affurances of my moft fincere re- 
fpeX, and beft fervices to him. The duke of Kent has been with me, and is 
willing rather to take the 2000. 1 . per annum, than be kept any longer in fuf- 
penfe. I do not trouble you with my own indifpofitions, but'I have been 
ceally worfe for a few days laft week, than I have often been, my ail lies wholly' 

• Teller of the exchequer. f Secretary at war. 


2ft 
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Ill my Head, ’tis certainly fomething of a goutifii humour, which not fixing Period III. 
in my limbs, flies about me, and often affefts my- head and ftomacb. I think i 1 7 20 t01 7 2 7 » 
you are entirely in'the right, to fix St. Martin’s-for Claggett; for your brother J?z ^ 
now taking the part of Egerton, ’tis neceflary to fhow them they cannot carry 
it; and Claggett muft fee,.and fay to-whom he owes it. Manni is gone back: 

I have neither time nor patience to trouble you any farther now,, but will ex¬ 
plain that matter further to you next opportunity. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

On the■ dijlurbances in Ireland about Wood’s patent.—Tranfnits the addreffes- 
of both houfes, and a Jketch of the king’s anfwer—Recommends a due mixture: 
of moderation and frmnefs. 


MY LORD, 


■Whitehall, Oft. 11—2,3, 1723.' 


J-JAVING nothing to trouble your lordfhip with, that preffes in point of Townfiiend' 
time, but what concerns the addreffes of the Iriih parliament, I choofe fapers * 
to defer fending a meffenger till next week, and to truft this to the common Private. 
poft. I have tranfmitted to my lord Carteret the addreffes of both houfes to 
the king;, to be laid before his majefty; and as I think the only prefent con- 
fideration is, what anfwer his majefty fhaflgive to them, it feems to me a mat¬ 
ter of great nicety and difficulty; for as they have made this the firft bufineffe 
of the feffion, and every thing, that concerns the government,, is ftill behind, if 
an anfwer diftaftful to the Irifli nation fhould be given, it may be of ill confe« 
quence, and create many new difficulties in I reland, which perhaps was one of 
the chief defigns in bringing this matter on. On the other hand, fince ’tis' 
moft certain, that they have gone on fo precipitately, as to be miftaken in all 
their fafts, it muff never be admitted,.that the king in his anfwer fhould take’ 
thofe things for granted which are not true, or yield in that generall point, 
wherein both houfes fo exprefsly dec lare againft the coining any money in 
Great Britain for Ireland; which makes me of opinion, that the kingls anfwer 
fhould be general, and fomewhat to this effeQ : “ That his majefty is very 
much concerned to fee, that the granting this patent, agreeable to the praflice 
of his royal predeceffors, had given fo much uneafineffe to, his fubjefts of Ire¬ 
land: and if there have been any abufes committed by the patentee, that his 
majefty is filling to give the neceflary orders for inquiring into and pu- 
nifliing thofe abufes, and will do every thing that is in his power,.for the fatis- 
faction of his people.” 


Some- 
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'Something of this kind, I fhould hope would anfwer the prefent purpofe, at 
’leaft, make all thofe who pretend to be zealous for the .king’s fervice, inex- 
eufable, if upon this account they -putt any flop to the king’s bufinefie, and 
indeed it is impoffible for the king to do any thing more; for that Wood has 
not tranfgrefled againft his patent, is moft certain.; -that the profitt upon the 
undertaking is f© far from being 150 per cent, that ’tis demonftrable *tis un¬ 
der 20 per cent. ; that the patent being an abfolute grant for 14 years, *tis not 
in the power of the crown, to reverfe or revoke it, but upon a due courfe of 
law by fcire facias, or other writt; and that ’tis impoffible to affign and prove 
any fuch breaches of the terms and conditions of the patent, as in any degree 
fhall invalidate or make void the grant; that the granting fuch patents is an 
undoubted prerogative of the crown, exercis’d and practis’d by feveral of the 
king’s predeceffors; that the laft coinage of copper money in Ireland, was by 
a grant from king William for 21 years to private perfons; and the preceding 
coinage was by a like grant from king James the 2d; and that the money coin’d 
by virtue of thofe patents, was much inferiour to this, both in weight and good- 
nefle of copper. This being the Hate of the cafe, I cannot tell what better to 
advife, than not give fuch an anfwer as may provoke a fitting parliament, be¬ 
fore tire king’s bufineffe is done, and yett not make fuch conceffions as ffiall 
give up any part of the king’s prerogative, or admitt a blame where there is 
really none. We have this day apprehended George Willfon, I have juft 
examined him very briefly. He hitherto denies roundly; but I believe by 
next poll, I fhall give a pretty good account of him. Yefterday died lord 
Cowper, after a few days illneffe of a ftrangury, attended with a feavour. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO. ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Obtains letters credential Jor Horace Walpole.—AfioniJJiment and chagrin of 
lord Carteret on that occafion. — Town/hend’s influence with the king—not ap~ 
prehenflve of any oppojition.—ls furprifled at the addrefles of the two hoiifes 
of parliament in Ireland againjl Wood’s patent . 

DEAR SIR, Gohrde, ©a. 35, 1723. 

' J Am heartily glad to find by yours of the lft, that my brother Horace 
was fet out for Paris; and that you had managed matters fo dexteroufly, 
as to make Mr. Law believe his taking that route, was the effeCfc of his advice. 
The king’s agreeing to fend my brother Horace over thither, was a great mark 
of his confidence towards usj but ftill, as he was under the ftriCteft obligations 

of 
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of concealing his commiffion, every body was at liberty to fpeculate and to Period III. 

doubt, if they could, whether his journey was undertaken by the king’s direc- l J 20 t ° l 7 2 7 * 

tion or not. But I have the fatisfafftion to acquaint you, that that affair is put . 1723. 

paft all difpute, by the king’s making fuch a declaration in our favor, as muft 

convince the moft credulous, how low lord Carteret’s intereft is funk. Upon 

my only fuggefting to the king, that it might facilitate Horace’s commiffion, 

if he had fome credential from his majefty, during his flay at Paris; and telling 

him, that the admiflion of the king of Portugal into the quadruple alliance, 

furnifhed a handle for fending him a full power, his majefty immediately re- 

lifhed the propofal, and undertook to ftart it the next day to lord Carteret, 

as his own thought, which he accordingly did with great dexterity, and gave 

his lordfhip (who did not dare to make the leaft difficulty) pofitive orders, to 

fend into England by this meffenger, for the proper inftruments for that pur- 

pofe. This indifputable mark of confidence towards us, and neglect towards 

lord Carteret and Schaub, cannot fail to induce the duke of Orleans and the 

French minifter to open themfelves towards my brother Horace, and to court 

our friendfhip; and the king’s putting fo near a relation of our’s, over Schaub’s 

head, in a court, where the whole fecret of affairs centers at prelent in lord 

Carteret’s province, and in the ftrength and heart of his intereft, will be fuch 

a publication to the world of the fuperiority of our credit, that I think a 

ftronger neither can, nor ought to be defired at prefent. I make no doubt, 

but the accounts the king has received of the boafts of our adverfarys, have 

contributed to the drawing down this mortifying ftroke on their heads, which 

I can affure you, has fo aftoniflied lord Carteret, that I never obferved in him 

on any occafion, fuch vifible marks of defpair; and I am as fure as I can be 

of any thing, that our not appearing defirous of having declarations made in 

our favor, will be the fureft way of obtaining them, let the fuperiority of our 

adverfarys be cried up as much as it will in England. I do affure you, that 

the contrary is known and felt, and owned here, even by lord Carteret him- 

felf; and .1 believe, if you will refle£l on what has paffed, as to the difpofition 

of preferments, or the keeping them open; you yourfelf muft'be fatisfied, 

that lord Carteret’s friends cannot think in their hearts, that thofe matters 

have gone as he wifhed they fhould. His friend Bernfdorf, is now at his 

country feat, but two or three Carman miles from this place, waiting in vain 

for an invitation to come hither, and not daring to come without it. 

The king is determined to remove lord Middleton, whenever you think it 
for the fervice; and tho’ I take it for granted you would not wifh to have it 
. vol. 11. part ix. 00 done 
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Period III. done in the heat of the prefent ftupid enquiry, it will only depend on you 
1720 to1727 . jp enc j £ or t jj e f ea ] s f rom him when you pleafe. The teller’s place, tho’ lord 
1723. Sutherland has writ earneftly for it, will be kept open, ’till the king’s return; 
and I make not the leaft doubt will then be difpofed of in the manner you 
fhall judge moft for the public fervice. How affairs ftand with the duchefs, I 
have already fully informed you, as likewife how clear a courfe I have fleered in 
relation to the other ladys; and what the king’s daily civilities to me are, who¬ 
ever will write truth from this place, is able to witnefs: fo that upon the whole, 
our campaign upon this fide of the water, has been much more fuccefsful than 
I dared to promife myfelf; and I think ought to fupport you under fuch idle 
rumours at London, as it would hardly be in our power to prevent, but by fuch 
unreafonable and importunate demands, as would check and ftarve the growth 
of our intereft, and help to turn thofe rumours themfelves into reality. 

I have read over Wood’s paper, and am amazed how any grave alfembly 
could come to fuch rafh and falfe affertions. I have writ my mind freely to 
the duke of Grafton on this fubjeft, and defire you would let me have your 
thoughts, what anfwer lhould be returned to the monftrous addreffes of the 
two ho.ufes. I lhould be glad to know, whether it be true in faff, that former 
patentees were obliged to exchange the copper coin for gold and filver, when 
required. I have not yet troubled the king on the difagreeable fubjeft of the 
duke of Kent’s 2000/. per annum, fince my being here, and lhould be heartily 
glad that affair might reft till we come back. The goodnefs of the weather 
makes the diverfions of this place highly agreeable to his majefty, and I can 
give no guefs as yet, when we fhall return to Hanover. 

I beg of you, that the true motive of Horace’s journey to France, may, re¬ 
main an entire lecret to every mortal but the duke of Newcaftle. I again re¬ 
peat to you, that I know the ground I ftand on, that I am fure I have better 
intereft here than I ever had in my life; that I defpife the Ihort lived appear¬ 
ances raifedto the contrary in England; and I earneftly defire of you, that the 
leaft of the fecrets I write you, may not be divulged, in order to deftroy them. 
I am moft heartily concerned to hear of . your late indifpofition, and beg of 
you above all things to take care of your health. I return you captain Ber- 
ney’s eommifiian figned j and am with the greateft truth and affeQion, &c„ 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. PeriodHI. 

. 172010x727. 

Informs him that every proper method was taken to ajfay Wood’s coinage.—JnJ - v - 

tifies the difference in the fnenefs between Englijh and Irijh half-pence .— l 7 2 3 ' 

Macky fent to Briffels as a fpy.—Recommends Dr . Sthallbrook to he bijhop of 
St. David’s 

MY LORD, Whitehall, Oftober 18—29, 1723. 

J Have explained the affair of the Irilh coinage fo fully to your lordlhip, Townfheni 
that I have little to add upon that fubjefil; and by my letter of the nth in- ^ a P ers ~ 
ftant, when I fent the two addreffes to my lord Carterett, I gave it as my Private »• 
opinion, that his majefty’s anfwer fhould be very generall, expreffing his con¬ 
cern at their uneafineffe, that his majefty had done no more than what had been 
done by all his predeceffors; and that he would do all that is in his power to 
give him fatisfaflion; which I think mull fatisfie thofe that are not determined 
not to be fatisfied. What your lordlhip fuggefts about fir Ifaac Newton, has 
in a great meafure been done already; fir Ifaac was confulted in every ftep in 
palling the patent; a controller was dire fled by the patent, that was to affay, 
try, and prove the fineneffe and goodneffe of the copper, and the weight of 
the coin; fir Ifaac Newton was himfelf made the firft controller; but at his re- 
queft, Mr. Barton, his nephew, was made the controller in his room. Upon 
the firft apprehenfion of this trouble, the controller was direQed to try and 
prove the coin; and he has reported, that it anfwer’d in all refpefits; this 
report of the controller’s was, by order of the treafury, tranfmitted to Ireland; 
and I underftand, was laid before the parliament of Ireland, but not at all 
regarded. And as to what is faid, that this coinage for Ireland, is not fo 
good as the laft coinage for England, it is admitted that the farthings and half¬ 
pence are lefs in weight, which at the time of palling the patent, was con- 
fider’d, and found to be neceffary; for your lordlhip knows the.exchange of 
money between England and Ireland, is about 12 /, per cent, which is above 
3 d. per pound of copper; the duty of importation, is £ per pound; and the pa¬ 
tentee then infilled, upon what he fince found true by experience, that he 
fhould be obliged to make an allowance of about 10 1 . per cent, to fuch per- 
fons, as lhouid take in traffick, quantities of this money at firft, to ilfue and 
circulate in Ireland. Thefe confiderations fufficiently juftifie the difference in 
the weight of the two coins, when at the fame time it is admitted on all hands, 
that the Irilh coin in fineneffe of metall, exceeds the Englilh. 
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I think I have never yett given you an account of my fending Mr. Macky 
’privately to refide at Bruffels, to learn, and give us what intelligence he could, 
of the late bifhop’s motions; he was to perfonate a jacobite, and has afited his 
part fo well, that he has got admittance to the bifhop, and into fome degree of 
confidence with him, which he has fatisfied me in, by fending m,e over an 
original letter from the bifhop to him, all in the bifhop’s own hand writing; 
and the accounts he gives me, of their converfations, are very natural and pro¬ 
bable. There are two pieces of news he has told me, the one is, lord George 
Drummond, has been with the bifhop from the pretender direQly, and ftaid 
vyith him a week incognito. The other is, the bifhop to him, has expreffed 
great fatisfaftion in general Dillon’s being reconciled to the duke of Orleans, 
ftnce the death of the cardinal, which the bifhop fays, was at the inftance of 
the pretender. And this agrees fo far with the accounts from France, that, 
general Dillon has certainly been for fome time at Verfailles. But if I am not 
miftaken, Macky has undertaken, arid brought about another bufineffe, which 
may be of great fervice to his majefty; he has fett on foot a correfpondence 
betwixt me and Monf. Jaupain, the poll mailer generall at Bruffells, who has 
engaged to open and fend me copies of all letters, that come and go, to the 
bifhop, from all parts of Europe, and whatever elfe, he may apprehend to be 
of confequence, and has already fent me over two letters, fuppos’d to be to- 
and from the bifhop; they are very long, and ev’ry tittle in cypher; I gave 
them to Mr. Wills on Tuefday, and he has not been yett able to decypher 
them. I have made no abfolute agreement with Mr. Jaupain, but thought I 
had better firfl fee, how his fervice would anfwer; but with humble fubmif- 
fion, if it proves of confequence, I cannot but be of opinion, your brother 
fecretary is by no means to be trufled with it. Mr. Delafaye, I believe, gave 
you an account lafl pofl, of our apprehending George Willfon: he and fer- 
jeant Slack feem now to be outvying each other, in confefling and confirming 
all the particulars, that they know, we_ know already, but are coflive about 
all particulars, that they have met with in the printed reports and tryalls. 

The bifhop of St. David’s being dead. Dr. Smallbrook is thought on by 
our bifhops to fucceed him, I fhall write of this in form in my publick letter, 
but mu ft lett you know, the bifhops of London and Exeter are zealoufly for 
Smallbrook, but the bifhop of Winchefter is for Dr. Sydall, tho’ on Tuef¬ 
day morning, to me, he awkardly confented to Dr. Smallbrook. Pray lett 
Smallbrook be immediately difpatched. I have forgott whether I told you, 
that the bifhop of London has defired me, that the inftruments for the clerk 

of 
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of the clofett, and the almoner, may now be difpatch’d for Winchefter and Period III. 
Exeter.- He fays, Winchefter mull have it at laft, and they lhall break, and i 1 7 2Ot01 7 2 7 « 
thinks the fooner ’tis done the better; and in order to make the doing it now 1723. 
more plaufible, by concert with the bilhbp of London, when they were all three 
with me, the thing was ftarted, and I am to propofe it to the king in form, as 
their joynt opinions. The death of lord Cowper has made a.vacancy among 
the governors of the charter houfe. I have told the bifhop of. London, I 
thought it very proper that your lordfhip fhould be eledled, which I fuppofe 
will not be difagreeable to you. I have given orders for accepting and pay¬ 
ing the bills for 4,500 /. whenever they come, but your lordfhip did not men¬ 
tion upon whom the bills were drawn. Bills for the 2d 500/. part of the 
1000/. are come, and accepted. Since I began this letter, Mr. Wills has 
brought me the two letters from Bruffels decypher’d, which I fend your lord¬ 
fhip, and have not taken copies of them; they are at leaft an earned of the 
good, we may poffibly expeQ from this correfpondence. I am going this af¬ 
ternoon for Norfolk; the duke of Newcaftle will conftantly attend; I wifh I 
had not quite fo much occafion to try what a little country air will do. Is it 
impoflible, if you think it deferves regard, to counterplott Alberoni’s return 
into Spain? I mean by any thing to be done in France. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO LOUD TOWN SHEND. 

Congratulates him on his fuccefs at Hanover.—Offers of fubmiffion from the 
duke of Leeds to the king.—JNeceJfary to watch the late bifhop of Rochefer at 
Bruffels.—Duke of Grafton angry.—Embarrafpments about Wood’s patent . 

MY LORD, Houghton, October z.6—Nov. 6, 1723. 

J Have the pleafure of your lordfhip’s letter of the 25th inftant, N. S. which Townfhead 
gave me a great deal of fatisfadlion. I cannot enough admire your dex- P a P ers * 
terity and good conduct, throughout the whole fummer, and think the fucceffe 
you had, muft and will convince every body, where the power and creditt is; 
and when I fent you word, of what is faid and given out here, I did it gene- , 
rally more for your information, rather than out of any apprehenfion, that 
reports are well founded, for ’tis fitt you fhould know what they fay. 

I agree with your lordfhip, that it may be better to have the duke of Leeds 
in cuftody by his own confent, than to fend him to the Tower; and I fancy, 
if he does not come over defignedly as a leading, card to try the experiment 

for 
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Period III. for others in the like cafe, he may be lead to a lie and accept the king’s pardon 
1720to 1727 .in f orm . an( j Jjj s writing to me, and inclofing his letter to the king open, 
1723. gives me a good pretence to talk to him in that manner, and I believe the" reft 
of the regents will decline having much to do with him. Whilft I am writing, 
the poll is come in, and brings me a letter from the duke of Leeds from Ply¬ 
mouth of the 17th inftant. It is all fubmiffion, and begging me to interceed 
with the king for his pardon,- but he fays, not being able to travail, he muft 
take his paffage by fea to London, where when he arrives, he will come imme¬ 
diately to me. I think this may give me an opportunity of managing this 
matter pretty well, wherein I ffiall certainly take the ■ opinion of the lords 
juftices. The intercepted letter from Rome, that comes now, has nothing in 
it very material, but as I am perfuaded all bufineffe will center at Bruffells, 
Atterbury. or at leaft, that no defign of confequence will be kept from the bilhop,* I 
cannot but think, if this affair be well managed, it may be of ufe. 

I choofe not |o fend your letter to the duke of Grafton, he is already 
fufficiently mortified; I wrote to him two or three letters with great freedom 
whilft the affair was depending, which he has taken fo ill, that he has left off 
writing any thing to me but bare office letters; that with your leave, I would 
vex him no more, where ’tis of no further ufe. But betwixt you and I, I think 
our friend has (hewn himfelf a fair weather pilott, that knew not what he had 
to doe, when the firft ftorm arofe, and his friend Conolly.has been fo very 
cunning, that he has a&ed a part, that almoft excufes what the Brodericks have 
done, but their affair deferves confideration, for there can be no doubt by 
whom they were fet on, and if fome examples are not made, you will have more 
of it. • 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

The king propofes to make a prefent of 3000/. to the countefs Platen.—The 
duchefs of Kendal is not averfe to the marriage , but jealous lef the countefs 
of PlatenJhould contrive to come to England.—Satisfactory difpatches from 
Horace Walpole. 

DEAR. SIR, Gohrdc, Nov. 15, 1723. 

'Hardwicke 'J'HE occafion of my difpatching this meffenger, is to acquaint you, that the 
^ a P ers * duke of Orleans having at laft confented to the making monfieur de la Vril- 

Copy, here a duke, and the match by that means going on, his majefty has been pleafed, 

upon 
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upon this occafion, to think of making a prefent to the countefs of Platen, to- Period III. 
•wards the charges of fitting the young lady out, and of removing with her to * 7 zot ^ 7 27 / 
Paris. As the countefs is none of the belt ceconomifts, and her family affairs are 1723. 

by that means in no very good fituation, the king has thoughts of making her a 
prefent of three thoufand pounds j and though he is fenfible that the prefents ' 
lately made with political views have come thick upon you, yet he defires you 
would, if poffible, order matters fo as to accept bills on Lowther for one half 
of this fum about a fortnight hence, and for the remainder about a fortnight 
after. The occafion is fuch, as is not likely to return. I have acquainted 
the duchefs with my writing to you on this fubjeQ, who is perfedly eafy in our 
helping this matter forward, but is very much difturbed at the profpe6l, Ihe 
thinks there is of the countefs*s making ufe of the intereft this match will give 
her at the court of France,, towards removing into England, which may fo 
much eafier be compaffed from thence, than from this country. I have fa- 
tisfied her, that the only way to prevent this, is to have fome minifter in 
France whom we can confide in, and who may have influence enough with 
the French court, to make them divert the countefs from any fuch thoughts. 

Which propofal, fhe relifhes as well as can be defired, and I am fully fatis- 
fied, no endeavors of her’s will be wanting, to put matters there on a Better 
foot. 

I received an exprefs from Horace at Paris, this morning, with difpatches 
that are very fatisfaflory, and much to his credit; they are at prefent before 
the king; hut as we are to celebrate the feftival of St. Hubert (the German 
Holyrood) this evening, T (hall defer entering into the detail of them, till I 
can fend you an account how they operate. I have received your letter of 
the 18th OStober, and am in hopes the Bruffels coxrefpondence may turn to 
good account. 

There is fome talk of our moving from this place the beginning of this 
week; but it is as yet uncertain, and if the fport ihould continue as good as it 
was this morning, nothing will induce the king to change this place for Ha¬ 
nover, till the frofts come in. Mr. Poyntz added the laft paragraph by mif— 
take; for I verily believe the king will leave this place the beginning.of next- 
week. I am yours moll entirely. 


tons 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


—' MarJJial Hartenberg declared minifter.—Cabals to delay the king's departure 
l ? z *' for England, 


MY DEAR LORD, 


Hanover, November 27, 1723* 


Hardwicke j Received the honor of your graced letter of the 5th inftant, O. S. at the 
Papers.^ Gohrde, which place we left on Wednefday. The marefchal is at laft de- 
^°py- clared minifter, upon the king’s return to this place; and we (hall foon fee, 
whether his being fecurely poffeffed of the dignity he has fo long been working 
at, will make him return to a more uniform behavior towards his old friends, 
and renounce his new alliances as no longer neceffary. I have feme reafon 
to believe, that he looks on lady Walfingham as his determined enemy; and 
that this joined to his natural falfehood, has driven him to tamper with the 
oppofite fa&ion: but be the caufe what it will, the effect is fo certain, that 
your grace may depend upon it, this new acceffion of power will not help to 
reftore him to the dutchefs’s confidence; tho’ I have moft earneftly defired 
her grace, and flie has been pleafed to promife me, to keep fair with him, which 
I think it neceffary we fhould all endeavor to do, that if he ftiould be mad 
enough to throw himfelf in other hands, we may not reproach ourfelves with 
having, driven him to it, but may hold the door open for him to return to his 
only true interelL 

I have taken care, in a private manner, to prepare the king againft any fur- 
prize in relation to the primacy of Ireland; and I believe your grace may af- 
fure the bifhop of London, that whenever the vacancy happens, it will be 
filled -up as he propofes. 

Great cabals are carrying on here, in order to detain the king longer in this 
place than we wifh for. - The next full moon happens on the eleventh of De¬ 
cember, new ftyle, and our endeavor muft be to prevail with him to make ufe 
•of it, fince otherwife he will probably ftay ’till the 10th of January. He has 
as yet taken no refolution on that head, and I ftiould be glad to have your 
•grace’s and Mr. Walpole’s opinion, how far it may be neceffary to prefs this 
point, fuppofing it fhould prove difagreeable. 
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ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. PeriodHI. 

1720101727. 

Rejoices at the happy Jiiuation of affairs at Hanover.—His brother Horace does '——v —- 1 
not believe the duke of Orleans is inclined to obtain a dukedom for M. de la . 

Vrilliere. — Schaub’s indifcretion.—Recommends ■ at the fuggejlion of biffiop 
Gibfon, Dr. Sydal for the deanery of Rochefler , in oppoftion to bijhop 
Hoadley , who recommends Dr. Burfcaugh, 

MV DEAR LORD, ' Whitehall, Nov. T9— 30, 1713. 

J Am infinitely pleafed at the happy fituation you find your affairs in, and am Tdwnflwni 
very glad you have fo much fatisfafilion in your bufineffe, as to atone to papers, 
you in fome degree, for your long abfence from home, and the great trouble 
and perplexities that you muff have been engaged in. Although my country 
expedition may have flung my affairs into a little arrear, I do affure you, the 
benefit I have found, makes me ample amends, and I hope I fliall now be able 
to make a winter’s campaign, which I bad more than a little reafon to be ap- 
prehenfive about, when I left this place. 

I am very glad Horace’s difpatches have given you fuch fatisfa&ion; and I 
hope the letter I here fend you from him to the duke of Newcaftle will have 
the fame good fucceffe. I cannot account for Horace’s long reafoning about 
the affair of Monf. Vrilliere, and think he muft furely be miftaken in his ap- 
prehenfions, by what your lordfihip writes to tne in your private letter of the 
4-15th infant. For your lordfhip is pleas’d to fay, the duke of Orleans has 
confented to make him a duke; but Horace not only in this letter, but in a 
letter I received yefterday of the 13 24th, has this expreffion: “ lam in¬ 
clined to believe his majejly is deceived, as to the duke of Orleans's inclination to 
grant a dukedom to Vrilliere's fon , and fear there will be great trouble about it.” 

By this, Horace fo very lately, was not at all fenfible that this matter was 
adjufted, which your lordlhip muft have had an account of ten days before. 

If it has been fettled by fir Luke Schaub, and he has conceal’d it from Horace, 
there is no great matter in it, but his impertinence: if there fhould be a mif- 
take, and he has reprefented the affair otherwife than as it really is, it would 
have an ill air, if the king fhould take any ftep upon a prefumption, in which 
’he may afterwards find himfelf deceived, I thought it was neceffary you 
fhould know this, not doubting but Horace has given you the fame account; 

.and I dare fay, he will a£t, and has aided in this affair agreeable to your fenti- 
ments, which he is fully appriled of. 

vox,. 11. part u. p p 


I fend 
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Period III. I fend your lordfliip four more intercepted letters from Bruffells, which 
altho’ this correfpondence has hitherto contain’d nothing very material, I 
1723. cannot but think may be of great confequence, if the fecrett is kept: for no¬ 
thing of moment will ever be refolv’d upon, without the knowledge of that 
Atterbuiy. perfon ;* and by this means, I think the government may one time or other 
have early intimations; which may be of great ufe. We are yett come to no 
agreement upon the confideration for this fervice; but I apprehend the de¬ 
mand will not be low, and I have hints given me, as if this management might 
be further extended upon due encouragement. The bills you laft mentioned, 
when they come fhall be duely accepted and paid. The duke of Newcaftle 
is at Claremont, and defires me to give you his thanks for all your letters, 
and beggs you will not forgett Jervas the painter. He has it much at heart 
to be difpatch’d. 

I wrote to you by the laft poft, and propos’d from the bifhop of London to 
keep the deanery of Rochefter vacant, but what has lince happen’d, has alter’d 
his opinion. I fhall now in my public letter, recommend Dr. Sydal to the king, 
to be made dean of Rochefter, at the inftance of the bifhops of London, Exeter, 
and Rochefter; and fhall take notice, that the bifhop of Winchefter recom¬ 
mends Dr. Burfcaugh. T fend you the Bifhop of London’s own paper. The de¬ 
firing this vacancy to be immediately fill’d up, is occafioned by an apprehen- 
fion the bifhop of London has, that the bifhop of Winchefter writes this night 
to your brother Carterett, to recommend Burfcaugh, without confulting any 
( of his brethren, or ever mentioning him to any of them upon this occafion. 
He came to the office on Saturday morning, and defir’d me to write in favour 
of Dr. Burfcaugh. I afked him, whether he had talk’d with the bifhop of Lon¬ 
don and the other bifhops, which he faid, he had not, and did not feem to 
think it at all neceffary; and I underftand has not vouchfaf’d to do it. This- 
feparate affting, the bifhop of London thinks fufficiently juftifies him, and 
having gott the -concurrence of the bifhop of the diocefe and of Exeter, hopes, 
he is ftrong enough, and I hope fo toof. I hope the firft return will bring,, 
the king’s letter in favour of Dr. Bland, in whom they all concurr. You 
know there has been a long management about the arch deacon of Oxford, 
which lord chancellor now defires may be filled up by Mr. Robert Cook. 
He is the perfon to whom it was firft promifed; and fince a friend of his, to- 
whom he would have quitted, cannot have it, wifhes now to take it himfelf. 1 
fuppofe you remember, if Cook bad declined, a friend of the duke of Rutland’s 

pufh’d 
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pufil’d hard for it. I congratulate you in your ele&ion to the Charter houfe. Period III. 
and mult at the fame time, beg you will lett a fon of Charles Keen’s have the 1 7 20toI 727 - 
firft nomination, I have had this upon my hands a long time, and old Rolfe 
has now wrote to me in very preffing terms, to fecure this favour of your 
lordlhip. The filling up the vacancy- of the third regiment of guards, was a 
tranfa&ion during my abfence. As a piece of fecrett hiftory, I fhould tell 
you, I am certainly inform’d, the prince fent for Cadogan, and Ipoke for 
John Montgomery, whereupon he alter’d a whole feheme of promotions that 
he had before fettled, but I am glad it was done fdr Montgomery. Horace 
apprehends, that the king of Portugal’s refilling to accede to the quadruple 
alliance, may give Schaub an occalion to triumph over him ; and that he wilt 
write to the fecretary his patron, that there is now no further occalion for 
Horace’s continuing at Paris. This he already gives out at Paris, believing- 
that Horace went thither by chance? but as we know the contrary, I hope he 
will find the contrary, till you can determine who to fend thither, which I am 
glad you have a prolpeQ: of compaffing. 

Bifhop of London’s paper relating to the deanery of Rccliejler, inelofed. 

Rochefter. The bilhop is never there, and To- the dean has the whole 
government of the place, and the chief conducing of all affairs. The chap¬ 
ter is one half tory. The city returns two members. The dean and chapter 
have a confiderable patronage in Kent. For thefe reafons, the place requires 
a perfon of fome figure and authority, and one who has a head for bufinefs, 
and for the managing of a body. It is alfo to be wilh’d, that he may be a 
perfon of fome fortune, and able to live hofpitably for the country clergy; 
the bilhop having no houfe there. 


LORD. TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

States ike reafon for his return to England.—And the conferences of de¬ 
ferring it. 

SIRE, Hanover, November 30^ 17*3. 

J Hope your majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to pardon the liberty I take, Townfliend 
in prefurping to lay before you my unbiafs’d thought's, on the fubjeft of ^ er5 ‘ 
your majefty’s journey to England. I have chofen to reduce them into Draught. 
writing, for no other reafon, but becaufe I thought I could ftate them clearer 


£ p 2 
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Period III. that way, than by word of mouth. I beg leave,to,affure your majefty, that I 
1720to 1727 .k avg rQ ot h er view in doing it, than to fett.this matter in the cleared; light for 
1723. your majefty’s determination, fubmitting it entirely to your majefty, as I am- 
in duty bound to help forward and facilitate whatever refoludon your majefty 
in your great wifdom fhall think proper to take upon this and upon all other 
occasions. 

The parliament ftands prorogued at prefent to the 19th of November, G. S. 
which is the 30th N. S. and your majefty has already given farther directions 
to have it prorogued to the 17th, O.S. which is the 28 December, N. S. 
The next full moon is on the laft day of November, O. S. which is the 
11 December, N. S. and as the moon rifes' but three quarters of an hour 
later one night than another, this moon will give light for feven or eight nights, 
after, fufficient to prevent any danger of running on the coafts of England. 
Should your majefty therefore fett out from Hanover about the 14th or 
45th of December, N. S. you may propofe to embark about the 17th or 
18th, which is the 6 or 7th, O. S. and, having the benefit of this moon, may 
hope to land in England a week or ten days before the time to which the par¬ 
liament will then ftand prorogued. By which means, before that prorogation 
expires, a proclamation may be publilh’d for proroguing it farther to about 
the 10th of January, O. S. which is the 21ft, N.S. giving notice that it fhall 
meet to do bufinefs at that time, which will be at a proper and convenient- 
diftance after the Chriftmafs holidays, and your fervants will have full time 
enough to concert the meafures neceffary for the- conduct of the feflions. 
The time of the parliament’s meeting thus early, being on„e fettled and known, 
will give almoft the fame fatisfaClion and fpirit' to the nation, as if it were ac¬ 
tually aflembled; and Mr. Walpole, having already allured your majefty, that 
he can find means for continuing the payments of the army and fleet till 
after the holydays, no inconvenience to the public fervice can poffibly 
enfue. 

But fhould fyour majefty lett flip this moon, and wait for the next of the 
10th of January, N. S. which is the laft of December, O. S. notice cannot be 
given at next prorogation, of the parliament being to meet the 10th, to do 
bufinefs; becaufe, even fuppofing your majefty fbould have the quickeft paf- 
fage. poffible, your majefty cannot be in London till the 3d or 4th of January, 
which, is the 14th or 15th, N.S. and the parliament being prorogued to the. 
10th, O.S. it will be impoffible to open the parliament at the time appointed j 

but 
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But four majefty rauft inevitably prorogue it at leaft for a fortnight longer. Period III. 
which will delay the opening of the parliament to the latter end of January, or ‘ 7 20 t0 I 7 2 7 * 
beginning of February. But yet the parliament, requiring three weeks notice 1723, 
at leaft, cannot be brought together till fome time in February ; and it not 
being certain, whether the payments abovementioned, can be continued thus 
long, there will be evident danger of involving the publick fervice in fuch 
difficultys, as may-very much affeCt publick credit,., and-occafion the greateft 
uneafinefs throughout the nation. 

But Ihould it farther happen, that the frofts fhould fett in about that time- 
in Holland, which may naturally be apprehended, no one is able to fore fee- 
how long your majefty’s paffage may. be delay’d, nor what the confequence-' 
of fuch a delay may be. The publick fupplys (which are granted only from 
Chriftmafs to Chriftmafs) being exhaufted, every branch of the publick fervice 
muft be at a ftand: the parliament mult meet late, and probably in ill temper, 
and the feflion- muft unavoidably be protraCted to the middle of the fummer 
months. 

After having-thus ftated to your majefty, with the greateft deference and 
fubmilfion, the inconveniencies which it appears to me, may occurr from 
poflible accidents and delays, I once more beg leave to affure your ma¬ 
jefty, that tho’ I have taken the- liberty to -give my opinion, yet whatever re- - 
folution your majefty flhall take, I lhall moft chearfully, and with the utmoft 
readinefs and fubmiffion, do all in my power towards rendering it practicable 
and eafy; having no other view or defire than that of conducting your ma- 
jetty’s affairs on all occafions, in- fuch manner as may be moft to your owe 1 
fervice. and fatisfaCtiom - 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO ROBERT WALPOLE. ■ 

Jdnclofes the preceding letter to the ling , which induced the king to give orders 
for his immediate return. — Diffatisfa&ion of the Germans. 

MAR SIR, y Hanover, Sunday, December 5, 1723.' 

J Believe you will be furprized at the king’s having taken the refolution to Hardwicke 
to fet out for England on the 16th of this month, N. S. for which reafon Pitfers ’ 
it will be proper for me to acquaint you in what manner that affair has paffed. Coyy.- • 
While the king was at the Gohrde, beingunwilling to interrupt his good humour, 
with propofing any thing fo difagreeable, as I apprehended a fpeedy return to 

England 
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Period III. England might be, I ventured no further, than to give him in a paper, Rating 
1720to I 7 2 7 ‘ t ^ [e ^ mes on w hi c h the moon-light nights fell. But upon his coming back to 
1723-. ;this place, I found die univerfal bent of the Germans ftrong for keeping him 
here, ’till the full moon of the 10th January, N. S. and fearing left any acci¬ 
dent of contrary winds or frofts might detain him fo long in Holland, that the 
parliament (allowing the neceffary time for furomoning it, and for concerting 
the operations of the felfion) might not be able to meet before February; I 
thought it my duty to lay before his majefty, the poffible inconvenience that 
might arife from his delaying his journey fo long, which I chofe to'reduce to 
writing, in the foam you will fee in the enclofed. This letter, far from caufing 
any uoeafinefs, as I apprehended, had fo good an effedt, that the king, without 
faying any thing to me, fent for the marechal the next day, and ordered him 
to make the neceffary difpofitions for his beginning the journey on the 16th 
inftant, N. S. 

I am fenfible you will think the 10th of January, O. S. fomewhat of the 
•earlieft for bringing the- parliament together after the holydays; but it is his 
majefty’s prefent intention, they fhould meet to do bu-finefs on the gth; and I 
beg you would fufpend your judgment on this refolution, till I have an op¬ 
portunity to acquaint you with the reafons, which made fo early a day appear 
advifable. I hope this good may at leaft be expected from it, that the time 
•of the parliament’s meeting being known before Chriftmafs, will give new life 
to the city, and animate publick credit. You will eafily imagine, that the 
king’s taking this refolution, has been highly difagreeable to the Germans, and 
the more fo., from their having no notice or participation in it. But I never 
Taw any one more overjoyed than the dutchefs upon this occafion; and if I 
had had any other view befides the king’s fervice, I could not have made my 
court more effeftually with her, than by this ftep. The only objedlion and 
clamour which the moft difcontented on this fide pretend to raife is, that we 
hazard his raajefty’s perfon too much, by propofing to undertake the voyage 
fo long after the full moon, when the former part of the night is entirely dark. 
But befides, that his majefty did once before fet out fome days after the full 
•moon, and that he is always liable to be detained by c-ontrary winds, till part 
■of the moon is fpent, his majefty himfelf told me, when I gave him the 
paper on that fubjedl at the Gohrde, that he had no regard to the moonlight 
nights. - 

His majefty defires you would take care, that there may be as litde con- 

courfe of noify attendants at his landing, or on the road" to London as poffible. 

If 
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If he fhould pafs through the city or the park, any thing of that kind -would Period in. 
be more excufable, tho’ it is what he defires entirely to' avoid. I could not * 7 2Ot0l 7 2 7 » 
refufe figning a joint letter to you with lord Carteret for the allowance of 1723. 
1000 l. more apiece, for the charges of our journey and ftay here, it being 
what we have really expended. Hoping to meet fo foon, I fhall defer all 
other news, only I will venture to allure the duke of Newcaftle and you,, 
that we have all reafon to be fatisfied with our Hanover expedition. 


1724. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

Acquaints him with the king's refolution to remove lord Carteret from the office 
of Jeer etary of fate , to appoint him Tori lieutenant of Ireland , and to con¬ 
fer on his grace thepof of lord chamberlain. 

Whitehall, April I, 1744*' 

“YOUR grace is fo perfe&Iy acquainted with- the faftions and divifions that Townfhemf 
have been for fonae time paft among his majeftie’s fervants, and have fo Papers. 
often lamented the mifehiefs arifing from fuch divifions, that you will not be Draught. 
furpriz’d to hear that the king is at laft come to a refolution of doing every 17.24, 
thing in his power to put an end to them. The firft inftance his majefty has 
given, is by removing Mr. Treby from the war office, which he has this day 
difpofed of to Mr. Henry Pelham;-, and I believe the feals will be taken from 
my lord Carteret in a day or two,, and given to the duke of Newcaftle. In 
that cafe, the king intends the lord chamberlain’s place for your grace, and 
Ireland for lord Carteret. As the poll his majefty defigns for your grace, is 
of great dignity, fo you may depend, that your friends and humble fervants will 
endeavour, to render it as advantageous and eafy in all refpefts, as your grace- 
can- defire. 

I fend this by exprefs/being defirous to give your grace the firft notice of what 
is doing in thefe particulars, in which your grace is fo much concern'd; but as I 
write this to yourfelf alone, muft defire this may be an entire fecret till the event' 
is determined, of which your grace (hall not fail to receive the earlieft account 
poffible. I- am perfuaded, that your grace is fo well convinced of the necefiity 
there was of removing lord Carteret from the employment be was in, and of 

the 
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tlie impoflibility there was of doing it without giving forae confiderable equi- 
' valent, that you are fenfible his having the government of Ireland, was in a 
manner unavoidable. The care his majefty has taken in placing your grace 
fo near his perfon, will fufficiently convince the world, that his taking away the 
government of Ireland from you at this time, .does not proceed from any dif- 
approbation of your conduct. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON.. 

Informs the duke of the difmijfion of lord Carteret^ and apologifes for not hav¬ 
ing prcvioufly confultedhim. 

MY LORD, 'Whitehall, April 2, 1724. 

'YOUR grace will find, by a letter .which you will receive from the duke of 
Newcaftle this poft, that his majefty is come to a refolution feme days 
fooner than I expe&ed, in relation to the alterations I mentioned to you in 
mine of yefterday. As I have ever looked on my intereft, and that of my 
friends as infeparable from your grace’s, I flatter myfelf you will not take it 
ill, that your grace was not previoufly confulted upon the alterations, which 
fome circumftances, that I fliall hereafter have the honour to explain to you, 
made impra&icable; and as I can with the utmoft truth allure you, that there 
was not the leaft intention in taking this ftep, to leflen your grace in the eye of 
the world, fo I hope the diftinftion his majefty has publicly declared towards 
your grace, on this occafion, will be an inducement to you to approve of the 
meafures which have been judged absolutely neceffary by thofe who have, 
and ever Had your grace’s honour and intereft fo far at heart, as to look 
mpon it as infeparable from their'own. 

XO’RD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Without a date, but evidently written in 1724, not long before the proroga¬ 
tion of the fecond feffion of the fecond feptennial parliament, which took 
- place on the 24th of April. 

Reprefents frongly the difadvantages which the ling's frequent vifts to Ha¬ 
nover occafion , and the advantages which would refult from his continuance 
in England* 


SI RE* 
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SIRE,' ' Period III. 

jgEING induced to think, from fome words which fell from your majelly, | 1 7 2 ° t ° 1 7 2 7 - 
when I had the honour to lay before you a draught of the fpeecli, that 1724.. 
your majefty may have it in your thoughts to fpend the fummer at Hanover; Weflon 
I moil humbly beg leave, in difcharge of the duty I owe to your majefty, to ^ a P ers ‘ 
lay before you, with the greateft deference and fubmiffion, fome Ihort and im- Draught. 
partial obfervations on the prefent ftate of your majefty’s affairs, in the doing 
which, if it fhould be my misfortune to fuggeft any thing in the leaft contrary, 
to your majefty’s inclinations, I hope from the experience I have long had of 
your indulgence towards me, that you will not impute it to the want of a due 
concern for every thing that may promote your majefty’s fatisfa&ion (which 
no one living can wifh more paflionately than I do) but will believe it to pro¬ 
ceed from a fincere zeal for your fervice, and the future eafe and honour of 
your government; and I beg leave to allure your majefty, that after I have 
humbly laid before you my thoughts upon this fubjeft, I (hall heartily en¬ 
deavour to facilitate whatever refolutions your majefty fhall finally take. 

The great fpirit and majority with which the bills for punilhing the con- 
fpirators,* were carried through both houfes in the firft feffion of this parlia¬ 
ment, the quietnefs and unanimity with which the publick fervice has been 
difpatched in this,f the feveral good laws that have been palfed for the eafe 
and advantage of commerce, and in favour of the publick revenue, the uni- 
verfal and uninterrupted Hate of tranquillity abroad, and flourilhing condition 
of trade and publick credit at home, have all concurr’d to rcftore a far more 
general calm and fecurity throughout the nation, than has been known at any 
time ft nee your majefty’s happy acceffion to the throne. A very great change 
has been wrought in favour of your majefty, in the city of London, whofe 
influence and example is of fo great confequence to the whole nation, as has 
appeared in two fucceflive elections, in oppofition to the utmoft efforts and 
rnoft indirect practices of the united party of jacobites. The univerfities 
have behaved themfelves at leaft inoffenfivcly; and fome fteps have been 
taken by your majefty to make it no lefs their intereft than duty to cherifh 
and propagate principles of loyalty and affeQion to your perfon and govern¬ 
ment. S© that upon the whole, no doubt can be made, but that if thefe happy 
beginnings are thoroughly purfued, and the prefent good difpofition of the 

* Namely, Atterbury, Layer, Planket. 
f This paragraph fufRciently afcertains the date of this letter. 

« q 


VOL- II. PA.R.T II. 


nation 



298 MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Period III. nation improved and ftrengthen’d by proper methods and meafures which may 
1720101727 . k e taken, they will grow fo fettled and confirmed, as to make your ma- 
1724. jetty’s reign for the future no lefs eafy than glorious and fuccefsfull. 

But however promifing thefe appearances are, yet your majefty mutt be 
fenfible, that the jacobite party is dill very ftrong, and their views only fuf- 
pended in expectation of a favourable opportunity. Of this, your majefty 
has the ftrongeft proofs, and fureft intelligence. Thofe of the foreign mi- 
nifters, who are beft acquainted with this country, and who, upon account of 
their religion, may be fuppofed to be fo far admitted into the general defigns 
and confultations of the difaffected, as to be no incompetent judges of the 
heart and fpirit that party is in, do, in their moft fecret and undifguifed re¬ 
lations to their refpeftive courts, where they may be fuppofed to open their 
minds with the greateft freedom and fincerity, conftantly reprefent the prefent 
tranquillity of this nation, as owing more to the defpair of giving your majefty 
any difturbance from abroad, than to any real change or fubmiffion wrought 
in the minds of the pretender’s adherents; infinuating, that if the engagements 
which at prefent withhold France and Spain from efpoufing his caufe, were 
once diffolved, and a bare connivance in his favour from either of thofe 
quarters, the fpirit of difaffefclion would foon rally, and the fparks of refent- 
ment, which now lye fmother’d, would break out into as fierce a flame as 
ever. However vain their reafonings may be, as to the fuccefs that would at¬ 
tend any fuch pra&ices: yet this much is undeniable, that thefe notions leffen 
the weight and influence your majefty ought to have abroad, as to the affairs 
of Europe in general. And it is equally certain, that nothing will fo foon 
give credit to thefe opinions and infinuations, as the feeing any handle given 
to the enemies of your majefty’s government, for propagating difcontents at 
home, and for alienating the affe&ions of your majefty’s fubjefils. 

Among all the topicks for fowing fedition, there is none which the jacobites 
have managed with, greater induftry and fuccefs, than your majefty’s inclina¬ 
tions frequently to vifit your German dominions. But whatever artifice they 
have employed to this end, yet the neceffity of your majefty’s infpecting from 
time to time, the ftate of your affairs in thofe parts, and the prudence and cau¬ 
tion your majefty has ufed as to the times and feafons of undertaking this 
journey, have in a great meafure difappointed their endeavours to mifrepre- 
fent this ftep: but when they may with fome appearance at leaft infinuate, 
that this journey will become annual, the wifeft man cannot foretell what mif- 
chiefs fuch an opinion, Ihould it gain credit, may produce. Should your 

majefty 
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majefty, therefore, after fo long a flay as your affairs required you to make at Period III, 
Hanover laft year, think it proper and advifeable immediately after the ending 1 P Z0 t0l ^ z7 , ' 
of this fhort feffion, again to vifit your foreign dominions, you would thereby ^24. 
give an opportunity to the difaffebied to infinuate, that the fame inclinations 
■which call your majefty abroad this fummer, being likely always to fubfift, will 
always produce the fame effedt, and Britain thereby be reduced teethe fame 
flate with Ireland (where the lord lieutenant never appears, but when the par¬ 
liament is called to give money) and never enjoy the bleffing of your majefty's 
prefence any longer than while this fervice lafts. 

Having laid before your majefty, the inconveniences and dangers which in my 
opinion will arife from your going abroad this year; I moft humbly beg leave 
to mention fome of the many advantages that will in all probability be the confe- 
quences of your majefty’s continuance here this fummer. In the firft place, 
the well affebled party in general, being fupportedby your majefty’s prefence, 
and encouraged by being under your immediate influence, will enabled to 
make the beft advantage of the prefent good temper the nation is in. Your 
majefty’s friends in the city, will not only carry every thing during the fum¬ 
mer, but by the help and afliftance of your fervants, will be prepared to lay 
before the parliament, fuch bills as may for the future fecure the government 
of that important place, entirely in the hands of thofe who are zealous in your 
majefty’s intereft. 

The next points of confequence to the peace, eafe, and fecurity of your 
majefty’s government, are the clergy and the two univerfities, and if a right 
ufe is made of their prefent difpofition, I am perfwaded, it will not be difficult 
to find out fome farther encouragements, that will make the majority of thofe 
great bodies firm friends to your majefty; and as your majefty knows, that I 
have always had the gaining them over to your majefty very much at heart, fo 
I have lately had frequent conventions on this head with the bifhop London,* * Gibfoiu 
who is, with me, fully perfuaded it would be very practicable to reduce them to 
a better fenfe of their duty; and we have already made a rough draught of fome 
things proper to be done for this end. The laft and moft important confide- 
ration, is the preferving that zeal and affebtion towards your majefty, which 
has hitherto appeared fo eminently in this parliament, and taking hold of the 
prefent fituation of your affairs, for concerting, during the recefs, fuch meafures 
as may, with their concurrence, at their next meeting, fecure your majefty and 
the nation, from thofe frequent convulfions, which have at all times been felt 
by your royal predeceffors, ever fince the revolution. 
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Period III. I mu ft before I conclude, beg leave to make one further obfervation of your 

1720to 1727. ma ; e ft Vj t h at fhould you be pleafed to defer going abroad this fummer, your 
1724. majefty may, by calling the parliament in October next, have the feffion 
finifhed in February, and without the leaft inconvenience to your affairs, fett 
■out from hence in the beginning of March next, and ftay at Hanover, if you 
think fit, till January following. So that take two years together, you will at 
once pafs almoft as many months there as you could do, if you went this fum- 
tner and the next; with this only difference, that the one may occafion and 
bring inextricable difficulties upon your affairs here, and die other will not give 
rife even to the leaft murmur. 

I prefume to fend your majefty my thoughts upon this matter in writing, 
that what I have to lay before your majefty may be done with greater exaft- 
nefs and privacy. I once more beg your majefty will believe, that what is 
here faid upon a fubjeft, which I fear will be difagreable to you, flows from 
a heart full of duty and veneration for your facred perfon, and from no other 
motives, but thofe of honour and confidence; and that after I have laid my 
thoughts with the.greateft deference before your majefty, I fhall not only 
obey, but chearfully execute whatever your majefty fhall think fit to deter¬ 
mine; being with the warmeft zeal and moll unalterable attachment, 'fire, 
your majefty’s moft dutifull fubjeft, and moft devoted fervant. 

This firm but refipeBful reprefentation had its due ejfieB; the king did not 
remove from England , and his prefence was highly infirumental in maintaining, 
the domefiic tranquillity. 


LETTERS BETWEEN COUNT BROGLIO AND THE KING 

OF FRANCE. 

Theft letters contain much curious intelligence, concerning the /late of the court 
and minifiry, though , in fime refpeEts , they cannot be implicitly relyed on , 
as they occafionally relate the current rumours of the day. 

COUNT BROGLIO TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 

Walpole (July 6, 1724.) AS the duchefs of Kendal feemed to exprefs a defire to 
Papers. p ee me 0 f ten . j ^ ave been vet y attentive to her; being convinced that it is 
Tranjlation. highly effential to the advantage of your majefty’s fervice, to be on good terms 
with her, for fhe is clofely united with the three minifters who now govern; 

and 
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and thefe minifters are in ftrift union together, and are as far as I can judge. Period in. 
•well inclined. They vifit me very frequently, both together and fingly; I 7 20t ° I 7 2 7 » 
and I behave to them in the fame manner., Chavigny ftrongly affured me, 1724. 

that I might place an entire cpnfidence in them. Their future conduft will 
enable me to judge better of their fentiments. The king of' England, has 
made Chavigny a prefent of 1000 /. which is double to what is ufually given 
to envoys. Both the king and the minifters appear to be very well f&tisfied 
with him. 

Lord Townfhend and Mr. Walpole have been- lately indifpofed,. but they 
are now quite recovered. It is much to be wifhed, that they fhould remain 
in power, for they appear anxious to maintain the good intelligence which 
fubfifts between the two crowns; they poffefs an unbounded influence 
over the king and the duchefs of Kendal, they enjoy-the whole power of go¬ 
vernment, and the entire confidence of the king. 

The prince of Wales endeavours to obtain information of what paffes, front 
perfons who are attached to him; but he learns nothing either from the king, 
the duchefs, or the minifters. The king goes every afternoon at five o’clock 
to the duchefs, the minifters occafionally attend; and it is there that affairs 
which require fecrecy are treated. M. Dillon has introduced me to his 
relations and friends, who,, as he informs me, can fupply me. with good 
intelligence.. 

(July 10.) THE more I confider ftate affairs, the more I am convinced, 
that the government is entirely in the hands of Mr. Walpole, lord Townfhend,' 
and the duke of Newcaftle, who are-on the beft terms with the duchefs of 
Kendal. The king vifits her every afternoon from five to eight; and it itf 
there, that fhe endeavours to penetrate the fentiments of his Britannic ma- 
jefty, for the purpofc of confulting the three minifters, and purfuing the mea- 
furcs which may be thought neceffary for accomplifhing their defigns. She 1 
fent me word, that fhe was defirous of my friendfhip, and that I would place 
confidence in her. I affured her, that I would do every thing in my power 
to merit her efteem and friendfhip. I am convinced that fhe may be advan- 
tageoufly employed in promoting your majefty’s fervice, and that it will be 
neceffary to employ her; though I will not truft her further than is abfolutely 
neceffary, 

Staremberg hopes to go to France in a month, witfftlie chara&er ofem- 
baffador. He had written to the court of Viennai that he had difeovered a 
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Period III. clofe union between the minifters of France, Spain, and England. He re-. 

1 720to 1727. , ce j ve( j £ or an f werj that the imperial court was perfuaded of th< good-will of 
1724. feveral perfons who compofed the cabinet of Spain, hut that if they were not 
Illegible, 'to be implicitly depended on, the government was fo » * and their 

powers fo weak, that there was nothing to fear. It mull be of advantage to 
your majefty’s fervice, that a quarrel has broken out between this embaffador, 
and the king, and mini (try of Great Britain. I fhall not exert myfelf to adjuffc 
the difference. 

* 

{20th July.) LORD Townfhend did not folicit the honour of a garter for 
himfelfjhe had even requefted it for another perfon; but the king, fpontaneoufly, 
infilled on his accepting it, notwithftanding his remonltrating with great xno- 
defty, that there were many perfons more deferring of it than himfelf. It is, 
however, generally believed, that the duchefs of Kendal, at the inftigation of 
lord Townlhend, fuggefted to the king, that it would be proper to inveft him 
with the garter.; and there is a great appearance of probability in the conjec¬ 
ture. It is much to be wilhed, for the maintenance of the union between 
your majelly and the king of England, that no misfortune may happen to Mr. 
Walpole, he being abfolutely the helm of government; the king cannot do 
without him, on account of his great influence in the houfe of commons, where 
he depends entirely upon him, in every refpect. He is a man of great abili¬ 
ties, and very enterprizing. The houfe place a moll unreferved confidence 
in him, and he has the addrefs to perfuade them, that the national.honour is 
clearer to him, than all the wealth in the world. He is very ably feconded by 
Townlhend, who is a man of great capacity, and with whom he is in perfeft 
harmony. The duke of Newcaltle, who is indebted to him for his fituation, 
fubmits to his judgment in every thing, fo that the king experiences no con¬ 
tradiction to his wilhes, but leaving the internal government entirely to Wab. 
.pole, is more engaged with the German minifters in regulating the affairs of 
Hanover, than occupied with thole of England. It is to be obferved, that- 
Mr. Walpole adjufted ■ the quarrel between the king and prince of Wales.. 
He entirely governed the prince at that period, but he has fince left him, and 
attached himfelf to the king. For Tome years pall, the king has not Ipoke a 
word to the prince, nor the prince to him: the princefs of Wales, fometimes 
in public, attacks the king in converfation; he anfwersher; but fome who are 
well apprized, that his majelly likes her no better than the prince, have af- 
fured me, that he only fpeaks to her on thefe occafions, for the fake of deco¬ 
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rum. The king regularly receives a thoufand pounds every week, which he Period III. 
keeps himfelf; the remainder of the revenue of the civil lift, amounting to fix | 7 20t0 * 7 a 7 « 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling, per # annum, is remitted every month to his- 1724* 
treafurer. It is faid, that the prince of Wales is a very good ceconomift, not 
only of the one hundred thoufand pounds a year allowed him by parliament, 
but of the revenues pf the principality of Wales,, which may amount to 
20,000 1 . more. 

The king has no predile&ion for the Englifh nation,, and never receives int ; 
private any Englifti of either fex; none even of his principal officers are ad¬ 
mitted to his chamber in a morning to drefs him, nor in the evening to undrefs 
him. Thefe offices are performed by the Turks, who are his valets de cham- 
bre, and who give him every thing he wants in private. He rather con- 
iiders England as a temporary poffeffion,* to be made the raoft of while it * Aubaine. 
lafts, than as a perpetual inheritance to himfelf and family. He will have 
no difputes with the parliament, but commits the entire tranfa&ion of that 
bufinefs to Walpole, chufing rather that the refponfibility fhould fall on the mi- 
nifter’s head than his own, and being well apprized that a king of Great 
Britain is obliged, when the parliament requires it, to give an account of hisr 
condfifl, as well with refpedl to the liberty of the fubjeft, as to the execution 
and formation of laws. I have even been allured, that the king has expreffed 
himfelf to this effedf. 

I am perfuaded, on the other hand, that Mr. Walpole, who is immenfely 
rich, would wifti to retire from bufinefs, and enjoy his wealth in quiet, but as 
he has excited a great fhare of enmity and envy, it would be dangerous for 
him to retire; he is under the neceffity of retaining his fituation to preferve 
to himfelf and family the wealth and honours of which they are polfelfed. I- 
am even inclined to think, that he entertains- hopes of a particular protedlion 
from the king, if he fhould happen to fall into difgrace; I labour daily, with 
all the dexterity I pofiefs, to induce him to think fo, that I may keep him in 
the favourable fentiments he now entertains towards your majefty. I am very 
much deceived, if affairs are not exadlly as I reprefent them; and I think I 
may go fo far as to claim your entire confidence in the ftatements I have the 
honour to make. 

Carteret no longer goes to court, the prevailing party has intirely deftroyed- 
his influence with the king. He is no longer engaged in bufinefs; he is a man 
of great vivacity and intelligence, and very ambitious; he has already changed 
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Period III. his party feveral times, from interefted motives, a circumftance which -has 
1720to 1727 . } 3roug ]- |1 . him into difgrace with all parties. There is a ftriQ: friendfliip and 
1724. union between him and my lord Cadogan; and I think it very fortunate for ' 
your majefty’s intereft, that Carteret is out of power; having been allured by 
people who pretend to great information on the fubjeQ, that he was very much 
devoted to the intereft of the emperor. 

The miniftry hold Cadogan very cheap, and as he receives 20,000 1 . fterling 
a year from the treafury, he is Walpole’s humble fervant, a circumftance not at 
all to Iris honour, as he is.treated with much indignity, and.there is no reafon for 
him to expect a change of fituation, or that he will obtain the patents, of 
which he is fo defirous. He has no influence at court, or in parliament, 
■nor is he beloved .by the people at large. He keeps up his refpeftability 
only by the fortune he has amaffed in the wars, and the revenues of his offices. 
He is a man of courage, and behaved well in his lituadon of quarter nr after 
general, and on other oqcafxons. The immenfe wealth Ire has acquired, and 
his having, by means of the powerful influence of the duke of Marlborough, 
paffed over the heads of many of his feniors in the-army, have drawn on bun 
a great many enemies. Every body fpeaks of him to me in thofe terms; and 
I am inclined to think, that the miniftry would difmifs him, and give his 
place to fome one elfe, but the duke of Argyle is next in rotation to take the 
command of the troops; and as he is a man of exalted rank, who has feen a 
great deal of fervice, is well verfed in intrigue, and would not fubmit to their 
authority, as they would wilh, they retain Cadogan, but humble him as 
much as poffible, on every occaiion. 

THE KING OF FRANCE TO COUNT BROGLIO. 

(July 18, 1724.) THERE is no room to doubt, that the duclrefs of Ken¬ 
dal, having a great afcendency over the king of Great. Britain, and maintain¬ 
ing a ft rift union with his minifters, muft materially influence their principal 
refolutions. You will neglefit nothing to acquire a foare of her confidence, 
from a conviction that nothing can be more conducive to my intereft. There 
is, however, a manner of giving additional value to the marks of confidence 
you beftriw on her in private, by avoiding in public all appearances which 
might feem too pointed, by which means you will avoid falling into the in¬ 
convenience of being fufpeQed by thofe who are not friendly to the duchefs; 
at the fame time, that a kind of myfterioufuefs in public, on the fubjeQ: of 

your 
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your confidence, will give rife to a firm belief of your having formed a Period III. 
friendfhip mutually fincere. I cannot be too particular in recommending to f^ 20t ° I7Z * ‘ 
you to be very attentive in watching the conduct of Dillon’s relation; and 1724.. 
not only that you ought to be very cautious of giving credit to any intelli- 
'gence you may receive through that channel, but you ought even to be con¬ 
vinced, that nothing will render you more an objeQ of fufpicion at the court 
where you are, than that officer’s maintaining a too frequent intercourfe with 
his relations and friends; for it would beget a fufpicion, that you fandtion, or 
at leak connive at fuch an intimacy. For thefe reafons, as foon as you per¬ 
ceive a too frequent correfpondence between that officer and any perfort 
whomfoever, which might be in the fmalleft degree fufpicious to the Englifli 
government, fend him back to France, and enter into no explanations with 
him on the fubjedt. 

You are informed, by one of the memorials fubjoined to your inftru&ions* 
as well as by the copies, you have received from Chauvigny, of the laft letters 
written to him, of the prefent Hate of the negotiation fet on foot to reconcile 
the king of Great Britain and the czar. You know the obftacles it has to 
encounter; that they arife principally from the referve thefe princes maintain 
towards each other: it is very difficult to bring any affair to a conclufion, 
when extraneous difficulties are added to thofe which are naturally incident, as 
is the cafe in the prefent inftance. We are informed, that the Danifli minifter, 
at the court of the czar, convinced that the reconciliation would be prejudi¬ 
cial to the interefts of his maker, endeavours to prevent it, and confequently 
exerts himfelf to augment the difinclination the minifters of the czar had long 
manifefted to this reconciliation. You may communicate this intelligence 
to the Britilh miniftry, giving them to underftand, that it ought to be an ad¬ 
ditional motive for their fovereign to difmifs his referve towards the czar, and 
to terminate an affair, the conclufion of which, ought to appear more defir- 
able to him, from the folicitude of other powers to prevent its taking effedh 

Prince Eugene, after having teftified fome difcontent, that the Imperial mi¬ 
nifters at Cambray had made demands on fome points foreign to the objeGs 
for which the congrefs was inkituted, and particularly on the order of fuc- 
ceffion eftablifhed by the emperor in his dominions, explained himfelf clearly ■ 
enough on the fubjefit of the garrifons to be eftablifhed in Tufcany and 
Parma, and fpoke of it as a point fubjefit to difcufiion and explanation. But 
the ftipulations of the fifth article of the treaty of London are fo clear on 
this point, and the emperor is fo far obliged to concur in the unqualified ex- 

voun. part 11. ir v ecution 
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Period III. ecution of them, that the arguments of prince Eugene can never be adopted 
\ 7 20 tol 7 z 7 -^ mediating powers, nor maintained by the Imperial minifters. The 
1724. converfation then turned on titles, and on the golden fleece. On the firft 
fubj.&, it may be fuppofed, by what has been faid, that the emperor did 
not make many difficulties in giving up titles to which he had no longer any 
pretenfion, and that the fentimentsof Spain were perfectly reciprocal. Prince 
Eugene was not fo explicit on the fubjeS of the golden fleece; but feveral 
circumftances lead to a belief, that the court of Vienna is defirous to exercife 
the fun&ions of grand mailer of that order. However difficult it may be to- 
form any decilive opinions from this converfation between prince Eugene and 
M. Dubourg, it may be fairly inferred from that, and feveral other things, 
which have been communicated at different periods, that the court of Vienna 
is really defirous to terminate the congrefs of Cambray; the duration of which 
keeps them in a Hate of fufpenfe. Nothing can be more fortunate than this 
difpofkion, and advantage may be taken of it, in the courfe of the negotia¬ 
tion, to procure greater benefits to the court of Spain; I am fure, the mi¬ 
nifters of the court where you are, will be of the fame opinion, when you 
communicate to them, which you will eafily find an opportunity of doing, the 
information I have given you, of the advices received a few days ago from* 
Vienna. 


COUNT BROG1IO TO THE KING OF FRANCE.. 

(July 24, 1724.) ONE of the two knights recently created, is my lord 
Scarborough, mafter of the horfe to the prince of Wales, and very much at¬ 
tached to him. He has found means to manage fo well, that the minifters 
perfuaded the king to give him the ribband, in preference to many others,, 
who had a better right to expeft that honour. It is the policy of the mi¬ 
nifters to- procure places for thofe who are attached to, and in favour with the 
prince of Wales; fearing, that a-time may come -when they will ftand in need 
of their fervices. It is certain that the king has not done it out of affedion- 
for the prince of Wales, and that the prince did not Ipeak a word to him on 
the fubjecl. I affert this from the beft authority. 

(July 27,1724.) I Shall obey your majefty’s commands, in refped' to? 
Dillon’s relation, on the flighted appearance of a too great intimacy between 
him and his family, which might be difagreeable to government. As yet, 
however, he has had no opportunity of doing any thing contrary to your 
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wiflies, his relations being almoft all in the country, according to euftom at Period. III. 
this time of the year, fo that he has only been able to fee a very few of them. i 1 7 2Ot01 7 a 7 » 
I will find means to give him a hint, as from myfelf, that being an Irifhman, 1724. 
he (hould be more guarded both in converfation and behaviour, than the other 
officers in the French fervice, whom your majefty has permitted to come to 
this country. 


PAPERS AND LETTERS PRINCIPALLY RELATING TO 
LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Intelligence ref petting lord Bolingbroke. 

(De Paris le 10 May, 1715.) MILORD Bullingbrook part pour allerfaire Towntheni 
fa refidence dans le Lionnois a portee de Geneve, muni d’une bonne lettre ^ a P er3 * 
de credit fur le chevallier Richard Cantillon, Irlandois, banquier en cette 
ville et chevallier de la fa$on du pretendant. II reconnoit a prefent le mau- 
vais tour, que luy a joue le comte d’Oxford, en fe cachant dans fa province, et 
faifant repandre le bruit, qu'il s’eftoit fauve, a deffein de faire peur ami lord 
Bullingbrook, et luy faire prendre le parti qu’il a prfs. II reconnoit auffy, 
que le pretendant a rendu un grand fervice au roy George, en parlarit dans, 
fon manifefte de Tintelligence qui eftoit entre luy et la feue eine Anne. 

Que par la mefme raifon il avoit auffy ruind tous ceux qui avoient dans ce 
pays ete dans fes interefts, affeurant qu’il n’y en avoit plus un feul, qui defor- 
mais vouloit entendre parler de luy. II a adjoute dit-on, fans que je fache, 
fi ce n’eft pas une charite qu’on luy prete, que cette feule demarche du pre¬ 
tendant fuffifoit de convaincre tout le monde qu’il eftoit vray fils de fon 
Pere. 

EARL OP STAIR TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Illfounded reports circulated at Paris, that lord Bolingbroke had betrayed the 

pretender. 

(Paris, March 3, 1716.) THIS true jacobite projefit has been at lafl Walpole 
difeovered, and they imagine nobody would tell it but Bolingbroke, who, they papers, ; 
have now as they fay, clearly difeovered, has all along betrayed them; and fo 
poor Harry is turned out from being fecretary of ftate, and the feals are given 
to Mar; and they ufe poor Harry molt unmercifully, and call him knave 
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Period III; andtraytor, and God knows what not. I believe all poor Harry’s fault was, 
i 72oto i727, . t ^ at j ie cou j^ not pj a y y s p art w j t h a g rave enough face: he could not help 

4724. laughing now and then at fuch kings and queens. He had a miftrefs here at 
Paris; and got drunk now and then, and he fpent the money upon his mif¬ 
trefs, that he fhould have bought powder with, and negleCted buying and 
fending the powder and the arms, and never went near the queen; and in one 
word, told lord Stair all their defigns, and was had out of England for that pur- 
pofe. I would not have you laugh, Mr. Walpole, for all this is very ferious. 
For the reft they begin now to apprehend, that their king is unlucky; and that 
the wefterly winds and B’s treafon have defeated the fineft projeCt that ever 
was laid. The French , are very angry with B. and fpeak very ill of him in 
every houfe in Paris; but for the reft of them, they fay they are mad and dream, 
and that they never intended to help him at all. By this time you have rea- 
fon to think my epiftle long enough, and not wrote with that gravity which 
becomes a minifter, but that is. not altogether my fault; for I have told you 
nothing but fober and ferious truths. 

This is a private letter, not be given up to the houfe of commons. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

.Reprefmts the ill coni%B t weaknefs, and defperate Jituation of the pretender'$ 
affairs, as a warning , and diffuades his friend from entering into any en¬ 
gagements in that line. 

Townlhend (September 13, 1716.) HOWEVER this letter comes to your hands. 
Papers. y OU are not to f ur p r if e d, fince it will not be fent, unlefs fuch meafures 
are taken as may render the conveyance of it fecure. A common friend of 
your's and mine, who arrived fome time agoe in this country, gave me hopes 
of feeing you here. In the firft heate, I flattered myfelf with fo pleafing am 
expectation: but when I reflected upon your paft and prefent circumftances, 
I began to defpair; and yet dear Willey, it would be of the utmoft importance 
to you, to our friends, and to our country too, if I could have an hour’s con- 
verfation with you, and make you feel in difcourfe, what mull be very imper¬ 
fectly and very faintly reprefented in a letter. Depend upon what I fay to 
you, my deareft friend, nothing can be lb defperate as the circumftances of 
affairs, nothing fo miferable as the characters, nothing fo weake as the mea¬ 
fures; and whoever reprefents things in another light, is guilty either of grofs 
ignorance or of fcandalous artifice. That ardent and fincere affeftion which 

I bear 
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I bear you, and which I {hall carry to the grave along with me, exa£ts this ad- Bolingbroke. 
monition from me; and the rather, becaufe the knowledge I have of fome part 
of what is doing; and the guefs I make at the particulars, which I do not cer¬ 
tainly know, incline me to think, that I {hould not negleft a moment in f» 
materiall an affair. 

If other perfons fpeak another language, they have one of thefe two mo¬ 
tives; either the heate of their temper or their ignorance of fafts, make them 
deceive themfelves.firft, and their friends afterwards; or elfe having nothing 
left to loofe, and by confequence nothing to hazard, they imagine it very law- 
full and very politick, to expofe as many as they can to the fame fituation as- 
they are already in. Let me therefore conjure yo,u on no account whatever, 
to enter into any meafure, till by fome means or other, we have contrived to 
meet, which I hope will not prove impracticable. Keep yourfelf till then ab- 
folutely independant of all engagements, and remember that the time will 
come, when you will own this advice to be the trueft inftance of friendfhip 
which I can ever give you. I am not yet able to prefcribe you a very fecure 
way of writing to me; affoon as I am, you lhall hear again from me. I fend: 
you no news from thefe parts, publick papers communicate publick occur¬ 
rences; I will however mention two obfervations which I make, and which, 
you will apply. The people who belong to St. Germains and Avignon, were 
never more fartguine in appearance; and yet the king of Sweden is oppress'd, 
and the regent will undoubtedly throw himfelf a corp prdu into the king of 
England’s intereft. 

Adieu, you lhall foon receive either a more particular letter, or fee a mef- 
fenger of your acquaintance from me. I embrace you,my dear Willey, and 
am for ever much more your’s than my own-. I anfwered your laft letters: 
the fame perfon that brought me your’s, took care of my anfwer. What I 
write is only for you, and one or two of our bofome friends. The inference 
to be drawn from it, and the ufe to.be made of it, ought to be as general, as 
your concerne for perfons reaches. I give you this caution,., the rather be- 
eaufe fome things, which I writ over, and which were by no means proper to 
rebound back hither, did however do fo. You will eafily guefs this not to be 
very proper, perhaps not very fafe for me. 

September the 17th, this letter comes to you fealed with an head, and 
will go under our friend Jemmy’s cover. 
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? ef j° d Hi* LORD TOWNSHEND TO SECRETARY STANHOPE. 

*720 to J 727* 

. * % *-* - •* [Ejiclofes t^e preceding letter, ] 

1*7% A 

Information concerning the dejigns of the pretender , colkBed from, lord Boling- 
brake’s private letter to fir William Wyndham, which was Jent unfealed to the 
pojhnafer general. ; ■ 

SIR* 1 1 ' Hampton Court, September 15, 1716. 

Townfhend 'J'HREE pofts.heing due from your fide, I have none of your letters to ac- 
Paper5 ‘ ' knowledge; 'but the occafion of my writing is to communicate to you, by 
Private, bis royal htgbnefs’s command, fome papers and advices relating to the defigns 
of'the pretender, in order to your laying them before the king. One of them 
is a letter from the perfori employed. hy his majefty to get intelligence at Paris, 
■whofe hand I make no doubt both the king and you will remember. It ap¬ 
pears by what he writes, that the pretender is Shortly to make fome new attempt 
either on Scotland or England. . But this advice is more fully confirmed by 
a letter from the late lord Bolingbroke to fir William Wyndham, which came 
to my hands yefterday morning, in a pretty extraordinary manner. He gave it 
unfealed to young Mr. Craggs at Paris, defiring him to fend it open under 
cover to his father, the poftmafter general, to whom it flhould be left to fend 
it forward, qr to fuppyefs it, as he fhould think fitt. Old Mr. Craggs imme¬ 
diately brought it to me, to know what ihould be done with it; I defired'he 
would give me a copy of it, to lay before his royal nighriefs, who prefently de¬ 
termined, that it ought by all means to be fent on as direfled. Bolingbroke 
feems to have had two views in writing it; firft to deter his friend from 
'having any fhare in an attempt, of the fuccefs of which be had fo ill an opi¬ 
nion; and in the next place> to give the government fome fort of proof of' bis 
averfion to the meafures now taking by the party. What is moft remarkable 
in it (as you will fee by the indofed copy) is, that'the pretender’s defign (what¬ 
ever it be) appears to him to be in fiich fbrwardnefs, that knowing fir Wil¬ 
liam Wyndham’s zeal for that fervice, he thought not a moment was to he 
•loft in advertising him; in order to keep him clear from engaging in it; and 
then, that he looks upon the regent as determined to throw himfelf a corps 
ptriu into his majefty’s intereft. He obferves, that the Jacobites both at St. 
■Germains and Avignon, never-appeared fo fanguine as at prefent; and the 
•fame is true with refpeQ to the party in England, who, according to concur¬ 
rent and unqueftionable accounts from all parts of the kingdom, are ftrangely 

elated 
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elated with the expectation of fome fudden attempt in their favour,-in which Boli’ngbroke. 
they are confident of being fupported by a body off of eignfofe.es. ' ' '.T"""" - * 


LORD BOLIN GBROKE TO LORD TOWNSHEND-. 

Expreffes his gratitude for pajl favours—and males Jlrong profeffions of at• 
tachment > if his rejlitution is completed . 

1WY LORD, June zSp 1743;- 

■^011 have laid the higheft obligation upon me, in the handfomeft and molt Hardwick® 
generous manner, and I defire your lordfhip to be perfuaded, you never Papers. 
laid any which made a deeper or more lading impreffion. I fhall do my belt Cojy.. 

on this fide of* the water t'o leffen the Force of any objections againft what the 
king has done, and intends-to do in my favour; aind if my reftitution-can be 
compleated, your lordfhip may have more ufeful friends and fervants; a more 
faithful one you cannot have, than I fhall endeavour to approve myfclf. Mr. 

Walpole tells me, that I may give your lordfhip the trouble of delivering the 
two inclofed, which I beg of you to prefent to the king, and to the dutchefs of 
Kendal. I am,, my lord*, with all pofjble efteem and gratitude,. <5fc. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO LORD BOLIN GBROKE.- 

.Delivers his letters to the king andduchefs of Kendal.—Declares the’ king's- in ^ 
tentions in his "favour^ to complete his' nf itution, if it canla carried ini 
parliament. 

MY LORD,, ‘ PyVmont, July 9—20, 1743* 

JJY laft poft, I defired'my brother Walpole to let your lordfhip know, that Hardwick® 
I.had received the honour of your’s of the 28th June, and had delivered Papers. 
the two enclofed to the king and the duchefs of Kendall. But that'as his ma- Co$. 
jelly, avoids reading as much as.he can, during the time of drinking the waters, 
none of the letters were then returned to me. I . have fince received'them from 
the king, and have his majefty’s command to acquaint 'your lordfhip, that‘he 
was very glad to find you. were returned fafe into England. The king re¬ 
ceived very gracioufly the afl’urances your lordfhip gave in ydur letter, and as . 
his majefty queftions not in the lead, but that your, behaviour will every way 
anfwer his expectation, fo your lordfhip may b'e,fati’sfied of his majefty’s ^oocf 
intentions to have what remains to be done in your favour perfectly finlflifcd ac¬ 
cording to your defire,,which being a parliamentary affair, your lordfhip knows,. 

that 
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Period III., that it does not entirely depend on the king; and that it mull be managed with ' 
17201:01727 . c i rcum fp e Qj on _ j am like wife defined by the dutchefs of Kendall, to return 
1724.. your lordfhip very many thanks for your letter to her, with affurances of her 
grace’s particular regard for your lordlhip, and the fuccefs of your affairs. It 
was an extreme pleafure to me to fee that your lordfhip was fatisfied with the 
fhare I hadfn moving the king in your favour; I fhu.ll be always ready to 
contribute my utmoft towards compleating what your lordfhip further expefls; 
and I -fhali In all things that are in my power continue to fhew your lordfhip 
with how much fincerity, and with how true an efteem, lam, See. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 


Returns thanks, and renews his prof ejions of attachment.—Flatters himfelf that 
the obfruMions to his rejtitution will be removed. 


Hardwicke 

Papers. 




Illegible. 


MY LORD, Aix la Chapelle, Sept* 17, 1723. 

J Chofe rather to let your lordfhip "know, by Mr. Walpole, how fenfibly I 
was affeQed by the letter you did me the honour to write me, while I was at 
London, than to give you immediately the trouble of another; but fince my 
brother is going to Hanover, let the opportunity be my excufe, if I return 
you my thanks under my own hand, and write to you again, tho’ I have no¬ 
thing now to fay. Mr. Walpole will have told your lordfhip, what his opin¬ 
ion concerning my fituation was. I have conducted myfelf agreeably to it, 
and {hall continue to do fo. 

There may be fame, I think there will not be many, who will be angry not- 
vwithftanding all the precautions which can betaken; but furely their anger 
muft have a very ill grace, when all other pretences being taken away, they 
•can have mo reafon toafiign againfl an a6t of mercy, which his majefly thinks 
fit to do, and the minifter to advife, but their own private humour. After 
about a months ftay at this place, I fhali go back to Paris, and continue there 
•or remove from thence* according to what lord Harcourt writes to me in con¬ 
cert, with your lordfhip and Mr. Walpole. If the king’s flay in Germany this 
year be as long as was apprehended when I left England, I mull expefl no 
decifion in. my affairs for feveral months, but whenever the parliament does 
meet, this decifion will, I think, happen; whatever it will be, I fhali prefer it 
to fufpenfe. My brother will have the honor to-prefent this letter to your 
lordfhip. Since he is related to me, he mult be * * to you; and I hope 

your 
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your lordfhip will look upon him as a fervant on whom you may always do- Bolingliroke. 
pend. I have writ by him to my lady duchefs of Kendall, from whom I' 
have upon all occafions received the greateft civilities poffiblej and my lord 
Carteret having done me the honour of a letter fome time ago, I thought it 
proper likewife to write to his lordfhip by him. Give me leave to depend 
on you, my lord, for making my moil humble duty acceptable to the king. 

Whatever obftrudlions the fpirit of party may ftill raife to my return 
home, his majefty fhall have no where a fubj eel more faithfully devoted to 
him than myfelf, mor your lordfhip a more obedient and more humble 
fervant. See. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD HARCOURT. 

CharaBer and difpojition of the duke oj Bourbon favourable to the Englijh 
court.—Offers his own affiance to prejerve that good difpoftion.—His 
folicitude to affifl the minijlry. 

MV LORD, Paris, December 17, i7*3< 

J Received on Sunday the 12th inftant, the honour of your lordfhip’s letter Townlhend 
of the 27th of November, which our friend Brinfden brought me, and fa P er3 ‘ 
what came recommended by your lordfhip and Mr. Walpole, has been already Decohered ly 
executed, as far as is either neceffary or proper att this time. You may de- Brinfden. 
pend upon it, that the duke of Bourbon is difpofed juft as you could wilh that 
he fhould be. He has taken all the methods which the conjuncture required 
of exprefling thefe difpofiuons; and, as he fays himfelf, that degree of con¬ 
fidence, which words cannot create, muft be left to time, and will be wrought 
up by a fteady conduct. He has always paft for a man of truth, and if my 
opinion can be of any weight, you will always find him fo. There are, how¬ 
ever, many things to be taken into con ft deration with refpeft to this court, 
which in my opinion, will require a more than ordinary attention, and this 
attention will, if I am not deceived, be much more neceffary fome time hence, 

than it is actually. I have fpoken fo freely and fo fully upon all thefe heads 

to Mr. Walpole, that I may refer myfelf to what he has writ, and will, I fup- 
pofe, in a few days fay to you. 

As to my part, my lord, I fhall be extreamly glad on any occafion to con¬ 
tribute my mite to the king’s fervice, and to help to ciment a clofe correfpond- 
ence between the two courts, whole true intereft it is to be perfectly united. 

VOL, XI. PART XI. ■ S s But 
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Period III. But I muft obferve two things to your lordfhip, with my ufual franknefs. 
1720 to 1727 . Q ne ^ t [ iat t0 cu ] t i va te and improve this good difpofition in general, which I 
1724. promife you not to negledt, as far as my power goes, and as opportunitys pre- 
fent themfelves, is not a very important fervice, unlefs at the fame time I am 
able to awaken it, and to help to apply it in particular cafes, as they occur j for, 
my lord, you are not to apprehend, that this difpofition will be direclly com¬ 
bated by any one, but I would not anfwer that there may not be in time fome. 
endeavours to lull it afleep, or to divert it. 'Another thing, which I would ob¬ 
ferve to your lordlhip, and'which Mr. Walpole did yefterday very kindly 
obferve to me, is this, that as. long as I remain in the uncertain Hate in which 
I ftill am, it is impolfible I fhould exert myfelf as I could wifh to do in your 
fervice, without running too great a rifque; I mean that of rendering my 
afyle lefs agreeable, and lefs fecure, when I cannot depend upon having an 
home. This is all which feems neceffary to be faid att prefent upon the fub- 
je£t. Brinfden will return, to you very foon, and by him I fhall not fail to 
write again. Let me defire your lordlhip to affure Mr. Walpole of my 
humble fervices. I will trouble neither him nor you at this time about my 
private affairs, but conclude with affuring you, that I am, my dear lord, moll 
faithfully, your lordlhip’s moft obedient and moft humble fervant. 

/ 

LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD HARCOURT. 

Acknowledges his inclination to ufe his interefl with the duke of Bourbon in 
promoting the harmony between France and England.—Views of the Spanifh 
faBion on the crown of France.—Duke of Bourbon inclined to oppofe the 
attempts of the pretender.—States the delicacy of his own ftuation ; and e%~ 
preffes a defre that he may be foon relieved from fufpence. 

MY LORD, Paris, Dec. 28, 1723* 

Have writ very largely to Mr. Walpole: that letter will no doubt be fhewrr 
to your lordlhip, and I fhall avoid repeating in this any thing which is faid 
Decyfbered by there. Your lordlhip will have feen by the letter, which I fent you foon after 
£rmjdm. jg r j n £’ ( ^ en > s arr |val, that I loft no time in executing what you deft red of me, and 
in putting myfelf into a condition of doing the bell fervice in my power. It 
is not only the intereft of my king and my country, which I purfue in afling 
conformably to your defires,. but it is the true intereft likewife of a prince, 
whofe friendlhip, he authorifes jme to ufe that expreffion, by the treatment he 

gives 


Townlhend T 
Papers. A 
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gives me, I have been honoured with thefe many years. You may depend BolingBroke. 
on his prefent intentions, they are perfe&ly agreeable to his declarations; but '"" v 

flill I fhould fpeak contrary to my own judgement; I go further, my lord, I l ? 2 *' 

fhould fpeak contrary to my own knowledge, if I told you that the fame de¬ 
gree of attention to the affairs of this country, which was fufficient in the late 
duke of Orleans’s time, was fufficient now. A long regency, great fuccefs in 
his undertakings, many of which were hazardous, and fuch as Lewis the 14th 
would not have ventured upon; a confirm’d power in the government, and a 
confirm’d intereft in the king, had made that prince fuperior to all caballs, 
and abfolute matter of the kingdom. I hope that the duke of Bourbon will be 
fo in time, but time is neceffary to that purpofe, and your court may contribute 
to it, as you did, perhaps more than you imagined yourfelves, to eftablifh the 
authority of his predeceffor. In the mean while, I prefume to tell you, that 
for his fake (and he is now the center of the publick intereft in this country) 
great attention is neceffary on your part as minifters, and all the fhew of perfonal 
friendfhip on the part of the king towards him. He is fir ft in authority, tho’ 
there is another prince* of the blood nearer to the crown. It were to be wifh’d, * The duke 
that there was a better harmony between them; for their intereft is the fame, and 
their intereft is the common intereft of Europe; but the duke of Bourbon fees 
the neceffity of their union; and his endeavours, joyn’d to the experience which 
the other will daily apquire, may, it is to be hop’d, by degrees ciment this union, 
which, I much doubt, there are many who would be glad to hinder. The 
notion of a Spanilh faCtion, which would be glad to fettlie eftablifhment of the 
fucceffion afide, fhould the young king fail, and throw Europe into blood once 
more, is no imaginary, but a real and well grounded notion. The endeavours 
of this faftion will be conceal’d with care, and difguifed under various ap¬ 
pearances ; and as attention will be neceffary to keep them from deceiving 
others, fo mu ft attention be had to keep them from deceiving likewife thofe 
againft whofe intereft they are immediately idre&ed. As it is reafonable that 
we fhould be watchful for the duke of Bourbon, fo it is reafonable, that he 
fhould be watchful for us, leaft the friends of the pretender take any advantage 
on this tufn of affairs, or leaft they take, as they are apt enough to do, en¬ 
couragement to intrigue, tho’ they have no advantage to a Cl. I have faid this 
very thing to him, and he was as explicite and as ftrong in his anfwers to me 
upon the fubjeCt, as I could defire. I will only add, that if there are, or 
Should come into power, any perfons favourable to that intereft, the duke of 

s s 2 Bourbon 
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Period III. Bourbon is the only perfon capable of traverfing the impreflions they may be 
1720*0 17 ^ * ready to give, and the defigns they may carry on. 

1724. Your lordfbip fees, that I obey your orders fully; they are agreeable to my 
inclinations, and have therefore a double weight. But I mull own to you, 
that I fhall be fearful to write by any other conveyance, as freely as I do by 
this; and I muft fuggelhto you another confederation. Hitherto I have had 
but few friends, becaufe I have liv'd in a very retir’d manner, and' cultivated 
little befides my garden and my ftudys, but for the fame reafon I have had no 
enemys. The cafe will be foon alter’d, if I continue to keep in fucli a fitua- 
tion as may make me of real ufe to the publick intereft. It is true indeed, 
that my endeavours will have no objeft but the general good of Europe, 
which in all thefe affairs is the particular intereft of our king and of the duke 
of Bourbon; but, my lord, a profcrib’d man, who has no fupport befides his 
integrity, may be foon diftrefs’d and caball’d out of his credit, perhaps with 
the very prince whom he endeavours to ferve. 

Is it not time that I fhould make a tranfition from my fituation here to the 
bate of my affairs in England? In a long converfation which I had the other 
day with Mr. Walpole, I think that the whole difficulty was reduc’d to this. 
In the prefent ftate of the court and of the party, ffiould my reftitution be at¬ 
tempted, there would be a fmall number of perfons made angry in both houfes. 
Others who appear’d for me, might underhand foment-this anger, and excufe 
themfelves, by urging that they were driven to comply, and lay the whole load 
upon Mr. Walpole, to the ftrengthening thei-r own party credit, and to the 
weakening his. I have mention’d this, and I think anfwer’d it too in my let¬ 
ter to Mr. Walpole; and in truth, my lord, if- there be no other reafon againft 
undertaking to finifh my bufinefs, I fhould hope that this reafon will not de- 
• termine againft me. Let me conjure you, my lord, one way or other, to draw 
me out of fufpence this winter. It is grown quite unfupportable to me; and 
it is the more fo att this moment, becaufe, if I am not after all to go-home, I 
can fettle myfelf in fuch a manner as will agreeable to me abroad. I am 
about to marry the marquife’s* daughter to a young man of great quality in 
this country: I flatter myfelf, that I fhall have the duke of Bourbon’s affift- 
ance, in making this fettlement; and if I thought that I fhould not be reftor’d 
this winter, I own to your lordfhip, that I would att the fame time take- my 


* Madame de Yillette, niece to madame de Maintenon, whom he married after his firJt 
wife’s death. - - 


meaiurea 
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ffieafures to be myfelf a little better fettled here, than I am att prefent. Once Bolingbroke. 
more, my lord, I intreat you, that this winter may not pafs over as fo many 8 

others have done. Let me be either reftor’d,. or told that it cannot be at¬ 
tempted; in which cafe, I doubt, not, but you will find the facility of doing 
what is necelfary to fecure the eftate I have, and that which woukl belong to 
me, if my father fhould drop. 

I have, writ to my lord Townfhend as well as to Mr. Walpole, and -1 
thought it proper to make a compliment in a few lines to Carteret, that he may 
take no pretence of complaint from my behaviour. Adieu, my lord, no man 
living is with greater truth or a warmer friendlhip your moil obedient humble 
fervant. If you judg proper that I fhould take the liberty of writing to his 
majefty att the’ opening of the parliament; and if you would.-have me write ■ 
any other letters, give me your orders and inftruQidns. The.firft courier:' 
fhall carry my anfwer, and the execution of y our lordihip’s commands. 


LORD BOLINGBROK.2S TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Requejis him to folicit his- rejlitution.—-Profejfts his, devotion to the king and 

the ninijlers . • 

MY LORD.; t „ k Paris, December 29,1 7 ^ 5 ® 

■^GU will fee fo much of my writing on this occafion, that it is but reafon- TownftiemS 
able I fhould fave you the trouble of a long letter.- Give me leaved ^ a P ers ‘ 
therefore,, to refer you to. what I have faid'to my lord Harcourt and to Mr „Decy}bered lj> 
Walpole. Your lordlhip has been pleas’d to exprefs yourfelf with fo much Bnnjdm* 
franknefs and generafity concerning my reftitution, that I make no doubt of 
your powerful affiftance to bring it about att this conjunctureand fhould it 
fail now, I am perfuaded-that your lordlhip will not blame me, if I give over all 
expeQation of it; Since his majefty was firft fo good as to offer it me, I have 
endeavoured to make myfelf not unworthy of it, and I am aftually giving 
you the beft proofs in my power, that I-have nothing more at heart than-the 
king’s fervice, and tire particular advantage of your lordfhip, and thofe who 
are joyn’d-with you. I am perfuaded, that your lordihip’s brother-in-law, 
who. is> now here, will do me this juftiee. Since my. letters to my lord Har- 
court, and to Mr. Walpole were writ, here: has. happen’d one of thofe very 
things !, was apprehenfive of;- it is of great moment,.and gives great alarm to 
all thofe who mean well to the prefent eftablilhment in England and in fiance. • 

Somes. 
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Period III. Some meafures fhouldbe taken to prevent, if poffible, more errors, for fuch 
1720101727 . j believe them, from being committed. I think Mr. Walpole 

1724. cannot be inftrufted to fpeak too ftrongly and too plainly on this occafion; 
and in faying thus much to your lordlhip, I mean a fervice to the prince who 
governs here, as well as to bis majefty, and to the common intereft of Europe. 
I am, my lord, with refpect and truth, your lordlhip’s mod obedient humble 
fervant. 

XORO BOLINGBROKE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

JEnclofes a letter to lord Harcourt.] 

Townftiend (Tuefday evening.) I Have had company all day, and am a little out of 
Papers. or( j er to night, fo that I have not been.able to write all the letters I intended. 
This to lord Harcourt, I defire you to fend. I need not recommend to you, 
that it may go in your pacquet to lord Townlhend. You know how much I 
ought to defire, that neither Schaub nor his patron may know any thing of 
my correfpondence. Adieu, dear fir; I do affure you that I am, and that 
you Ihall always find me moil faithfully your obedient humble fervant. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO LORD HARCOURT. 


Communicates fame intelligence.—Defires his correfpondence may be kept fecret 

from Carteret and Schaub. 


■December 30, 1723, 


tell my lord Harcourt from lord Bolingbroke, that although the letter 
according to the firft appearances, and according to the ancient eba- 
Dtcypbtrtd ^ptaQer and prefent afiurances of a certain perfon, yet in his letters to lord Har- 
Rrinfien. court an( j to Mr. Walpole, as well as in the clofe of that to lord Townfhend, 
enough is faidto put them on their guard, befides which, the minutes Brinfden 
took, are plain. However, lord Bolingbroke has feen, fince Brinfden went, 
new reafons to be alarm’d, and will therefore once more Write his thoughts 
<>n fo nice a fubjeft. The^feud between the two princes encreafes daily ; they 
who help to encreafe it, ufe it to drive the miniftry into the king of Spain’s in- 
tereft ;< the duke du Maine, who- is undoubtedly in this intereft, tho* uncle to 
the duke of Orleans, is well with the duke of Bourbon, and takes meafures 
with him. 


Towrihena pRAY 
Pa P ers - w-ritt 


Lord 
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Lord Bolingbroke withes and hopes that his friend will not abandon his own Bolingbroke. 
caufe, becaufe there is one whom he hates before him; but lord Bolingbroke 1 ' 

will not anfwer for it. ft is certain,, that long before lord Bolingbroke, or any 1 l 2 ^' 
one elfe fufpefited it, and before the king of Spain could afk it, it was refolved 
on for Spain; and it was as certain, that the late king of France would not 
fend him there ten years ago, becaufe his chara&er was too well known; in a 
word, things have an ill afpeX, great art muft be employed, and great pains 
taken to bring them right. Adieu. Brinfden will decypher this fcrawl for 
you. 

Lord Bolingbroke recommends one thing particularly to you, and to Mr.- 
Walpole, and lord Townfhend, that lord Carteret may not have the leaft wind 
of this correfpondence. It w^ould come fbon to the ears of Schaub, who is : - 
the tool of the women here, a coxcomb, and dangerous* 

LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD TOWNSHEND. , 

Without date or (ignature, but endorfed December 29, 17,23, N. S. in BrinfL 

den’s hand-writing. 

Prevalence of the Spani/h faction-in various injlancesi—Politic advice of lord P r 
Bolingbroke, with refpeB to Horace Walpole’s interference in the affair of lot 1 
Vrilliere’s dukedom.-—Lord Bolingbroke’s ref oration /elicited. 

JT is certain that the Spanifh fa&ion begins to be very bufy, aXive, and fan- Townlheiuf 
guine. Frejus, beyond difpute, is in it, tho’ not fufpeXed by the duke of Pa P erSm 
Bourbon. A ftrong proof of it, among others, is this, that when a certain Deciphered l$> 
perfon quoted the duke d’Angouleufme’s fcafe, as a precedent for fettling' the 
family of the prefent duke of Orleans, he objeXed to the precedent as a bad 
one, becaufe the-duke of Angouleufme was prefumptive heir to the crown, 
and urged inadvertently enough, that to follow that precedent, would be to 
give umbrage to the court of Spain. This faX is frefh and true, it is unne- 
c-effary to make reflexions upon it, his bigotry is very great, and his devotion 
to the court of Rome : hence the hopes which the jacobites have of good offices • 
from him.. The duke of Bourbon befides- a confidence in his friendfhip,- 
keeps meafures with him, on account of his great influence over the y'ouiige 
king. He is always prefent when the duke of Bourbon is with the king, and' 
without the name of jninifter,has the power. Lord Bolingbroke fRoke plainly 

onv 
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•Period III. on this-man’s character, and on the jealoufy which it mayoccafion veryjuftly. 

- 1720to 1727 -rpk e Q f Bourbon promifes, that he will be very watcbfull to hinder him 

1724, 'from doing any mifchief, and the duke of Bourbon, certainly means what he 
fays; but ftill there is danger from that quarter. Lord Bolingbroke appre¬ 
hends that Mr. Walpole is not enough aware of this. Marfhall de Villars is 
not at all to be reckon’d upon, vain and light, newly reconcil’d to the duke 
of Bourbon, very capable of any new and rafh meafures: the duke of Bour¬ 
bon, between thefe two, may without a -miracle be milled. He 'has been fo 
undoubtedly in the choice of Teffe to go to Spain. This man is fo avowedly 
in the Spariifh faftion, that-he-.own’d to the late duke of Orleans, that fhould 
the king dye, he look’d on the king of Spain to be the rightfuil heir, notwith- 
flanding the treaties, renunciations, See. Monteleon, bis bofom friend, going 
back to Spain at the fame time. All this joyn’d to the marfliall’s intimate re¬ 
lation to the court of Turin, may furnilh matter of very difagreeable fpecula- 
tion. ’Lord Bolingbroke has fpoke ^plainly on this fubjeft, likewife to Mr. 
Walpole, who depends on the marlhall’s friendlhip, but will, it is to be hoped, 
be however on his guard. The duke of Bourbon having opened his heart to 
lord Bolingbroke upon laVrillier’s affair, and confefs’d himfelf under the 
-greateft difficulty imaginable; the king being violently fett againft the thing/ 
.and the nobility clamorous. Lord Bolingbroke thought that he threw a very 
favourable opportunity into Mr. Walpole’s hands, when he acquainted him 
•■with it. Had Mr. Walpole took the negociation from Schaub, he would 
.have undeceiv’d the king, by ihewing him that this bufinefs which had been 
reprefented to him as eafy, was of the utmoft difficulty. If att laft the king 
infilled upon it, and it fucceeded, Mr. Walpole would have had the merit. 
Ifit fpun into length, and fail’d with the king’s confent, Mr. Walpole laid the 
■duke of Bourbon under the utmoft obligation, in no cafe he run any rifque. 
\H’e was of another opinion, and declin’d talking with the duke of Bourbon 
kipon 'it; lord Bolingbroke, however, reprefented it fo to the duke of Bourbon, 
'as riot to let him perceive that Mr. Walpole did decline helping him on this 
■occafion. There are feveral caballs forming, on which an attentive eye muft 
be had; it would be too long to enter into particulars; ufe may be made of lome 
of them to counterwork Frejus and the Spanifh faction. It fhould have been 
;.added above, the prefent duke of Orleans has declaim’d publickly, that he 
thinks himfelf obliged to juftify bis father, and to affure the nobility, that his 
father would never have made M. de la Vrilliere.aduke; this declaration puts 

the 
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the duke of Bourbon under ftill greater difficulties. Schaub by falfe repre- Bolingbroke. 
fentations, has made the king go fo far, that he can hardly go back, and it is ~ ~ 
certain, that the duke of Bourbon dares not go forwards. Madam de Platen 
might have found in this country many people who would have been proud 
to marry her, and againft whofe promotion to the dukedom there would have 
been no obje&ion; for inftance, if madam de la Vrilliere’s brother was the 
man, inftead of the fon, he is.of fo great quality that nobody could complain; 
but Schaub, upon pretence of ferving madam de Platen, has been making ufe 
of the king his mafter to ferve la Vrilliere. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD HARCOURT. 

Defcribes the Jituation of parties in France , in regard to the future fuccejfion of 

the crown.—Gives advice. 

(January 12, 1724.) THIS is the fecond letter which I write to you, fince Town(hen<$ 
Saunderfon’s [Brinfden’sJ departure, and that is more by two than I in- ^ apers ' 
tended. The fubjeQs on which you defire help and information, are too lx cypher.* 
nice for one in circumftances as precarious as mine are; but Fletchville fBo¬ 
lingbroke] fees fo evidently the whole fyftem of affairs expofed to new embroil¬ 
ments, that ftiff Dick [Bolingbroke] cannot forbear once more to fend you 
an account of what he obfervesj and to ftate his opinion to you on the fafts to 
be mentioned, and on a multitude of others, which would make too large a 
volume. You have thought perhaps that my former accounts have vary’d a 
little, and that Freeman [Bolingbroke] has fluctuated in his opinions, and you 
have thought right. Thofe who have feen things neareft, have feen the ap¬ 
pearances vary almoft every day, and have been ready to decide very dif¬ 
ferently, at • different times. Thofe who are belt informed, have often not 
known what to think. And thofe who are leaft inform’d, have continu’d to 
judge as their favourable or unfavourable opinion of the duke of Bourbon 
leads them. The duke of Bourbon has a plain intereft, he fays, he fees it; and 
no longer ago than Saturday, he exprefs’d, talking with Frampton [Boling¬ 
broke,] a good deal of refentment, that he fhould be fufpeQed of views re¬ 
pugnant to it. The party for the fucceffion, according to treatys, is con- 

* This letter being moftly written in cypher, and there being no key, the meaning has been 
•explained, partly by comparing it with the other decyphered letters, and partly from con¬ 
jecture. 

vol. 11. part ii. Tt fiderable. 
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Period III. fiderable, and the whole body of the people will fall in with this fide, unlefs 
1720101727 . ^ princes give up or fpoil their own caufe; for Ellis [the king of Spain] is 
1724, defpis’d, and the Italian faffion dreaded here. In this light, every thing ap¬ 
pears well. 

But turn the tables, F. [Frejus] has an influence over Dunch [the yqung 
king] which the duke of Bourbon is forc’d at prefent to fubmit to, and of 
which, perhaps, he did not att firft fee the confequence; but I hope, and be¬ 
lieve he begins to be jealous of it. He has great confidence in V. [probably 
Villars] and T. [probably Telle]. Now thefe perfqns are indifputabl'y in 
with Epfom [king of Spain]. The firft is timorous; the fecond ready to 
change as his intereft turns; the third imprudent to the laft degree, tho’ form’d 
to all the little artifice of 01; and in Freeman’s [Bolingbroke’s] opinion, 
capable of going farther than the others, and falter too. There are l'everal 
dependants of fome, or all of thefe, who are deep in the fame project. One 
club of the richeft and ableft men in Clermont [Franee,] and who have at 
this time great authority in the revenue, are clofely united to V. [[Villars,] in¬ 
timate with the duke of Bourbon’s miftrefs, and extreamly trufted by him. 
Thefe have been a good while in correfpondence with 02 [probably king of 
Spain] by Cadis and St. Malo. Stiff Dick [Bolingbroke] fpeaks pofitively, for 
the information comes to him thro’ the fame channel, thro’ which the late duke 
of Orleans had his. The effefts of which information would have been feen, 
with refpefl to this junto, if he had liv’d longer. Add to all this, that the 
duke of Bourbon’s miftrefs is attached to him by no inclination, and is at once 
the molt corrupt and ambitious jade alive. In this light, every thing appears 
- ill; fo ill, that feveral people do not helitate to think the duke of Bourbon 
determin’d againft his true intereft. Franklyn’s [[Bolingbroke’s] prefent 
opinion, is different from this. Stiff Dick [Bolingbroke] believes, that his 
proximity to the crown, makes a great impreflion on him; that he has been 
very fincere in moft of the general profeffions to Franks [[Bolingbroke]. But 
ftiff Dick [Bolingbroke] thinks likewife, that the bitter hatred of the 
duke of Orleans, has made a mighty impreflion on his mind. I fee his 
fear on this head, thro* all the care he takes to hide it. Sufpicions, therefore, 
go thus far, that he hearkens to thofe who flatter him with hopes of great fup- 
port and great advantage from Ewers [.king of Spain]; that he goes fome 
lengths with thefe people, but that he does not defign to go all the lengths 
which he fees, nor fees all which the others intend to lead him; here is, the 

very 
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very" point of danger. The firft and principal means of warding it, is a recon- Bolingbroke. 
ciliation between the princes, which numbers are watchful to prevent; which ' v ~ ~ f 
is certainly difficult; but which is certainly not impracticable. Stiff Dick J 7 Z 4- 
[Bolingbroke] has negleCled nothing which he durft venture towards it. 

Freeman [Bolingbroke] came from.Verfailles on Saturday, fully perfuaded 
that this point was fecure. He gave Child’s [Mr. Walpole’s] brother notice 
of it in confidence. Since that time, he finds it grown uncertain, and will 
foon know from what caufe this alteration proceeds. The duchefs dowager of 
Orleans was yefterday in the fame fentiments as laft week, and anfwer’d for 
her fon. 

By this imperfeCl fketch, joyn’d to what has been faid before, you will form 
fome notion of the prefent ftate of things. And you will be my witnefs, that 
I am not backward to ferve the king, my country, my friends, * * * minifter,* Thecypher 
and I may add thofe of Clermont [France] particularly; the duke of Bour- un ' nte ^ i S i h^ 
bon, whofe true intereft I am heartily follicitous for, as well as the public 
peace and tranquillity. You muff not expeft, I doubt, to fee things come to 
a clearer and more certain ftate very foon; and the only refutation, you can 
take att prefent, and which admits of no delay, is this; to attend to all that 
paffes with more than ordinary care; to be informed even of the moft fecret 
motions ofoi; and of all which the feveral cabals do there, or att Paris; to 
have in fome meafure the direQion of thofe which purfue the faipe end; to 
fpeak plainly, and kindly, and ftrongly to the duke of Bourbon; to endeavour, 
above all things, to fix him in his true intereft; to Ihew him, that he can want 
no fupport, when he is firmly united to Dormer [king of England], and to the 
duke of Orleans; to keep a fecret correfpondence with the duchefs dowager 
of Orleans, and thofe who aft for the duke, for he himfelf is young and raw. 

In fliort, to negociate perpetually, for give me leave to fay, that if the union, 

Francis [Bolingbroke] lays fo much weight upon, was made, and was never fo 
cordial, yet you would be in the wrong to relax in your attention. You rouft 
look upon yourfelves, in fome meafure, like careful tutours. The late duke 
of Orleans might be left alone to take care of himfelf, but the cafe is not in 
all refpefts the fame now. Means there are enough, and every day will af¬ 
ford more; but it is impoffible to defeend into all thofe particulars. You will 
meet with much cunning, and little faith, but be affured, you have among 
the Clermont zachari.es [Trench minifters] no great abilitys to apprehend. 
Remember thefe lights are for you, communicate them to none but Chivers 

t t a [Walpole] 
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Period III. [Walpole] and Harris, [lord Townftrend]. I have good reafons for giving 
1720.to11727 . vqu t ^- s caut j on _ you will be fure to take your meafures to watch T. [pro- 
1724. bably Tefle] as well as his friend, and my old acquaintance Monteleon. 
Nothing which Freeman [Bolingbroke] can do, has been or fhall be neglefted, 
but he thinks it will not be convenient to write any more in this manner. You 
are on your guard, that is enough. Adieu. Francis [Bolingbroke] will 
not doubt but he {hall find on your fide of the water, the fame cordiality and 
. the fame zeal which he thinks he has evidently {hewn. 

Since this letter was writ, I have recollefted a thing, which may feem but a 
trifle, but which I judge important enough to be added. Talking with young 
Olivers [Horace Walpole] and giving him about perfons and things, the bell 
information Frederick [Bolingbroke] could, mention was made of Torcy, 
Flemming [Bolingbroke] told nakedly and truly the pro and the con, and his 
own opinion to boot: he perceiv’d that Chefter [Horace Walpole] was im¬ 
mediately jealous. This I tell you freely, Flemming [Bolingbroke] took a 
little unkindly, becaufe he has aided a part which deferves confidence, not 
fufpicion. If this man’s being employed came in queftion, you may affure 
yourfelf that Franks [Bolingbroke] would fpeak as he did in the cafe of T. 
[probably Tefle j but furely it is of fome fervice in {peaking to a friend, to 
tell all one obferves, that he may judge the better. I will fpeak of this to 
Chefter [Walpole] myfelf; but in the mean while, I thought it proper to 
mention it to you, leaft fome miftake fhould be received, and pafs current by 
my filence. Adieu, if my letters are of any ufe to you, your brethren, and 
the publick, I am fufficiently paid; but I mult defire you to excufe me, if I 
venture no more, fince I may perhaps do Fretchville [Bolingbroke] more 
hurt than I can do you good, by meddling in bufinefs, in which I have no- 
thing to do, and to which I have no very proper call. I juft now am in¬ 
form’d again, that the reconciliation does not go fo well forward, as I could 
wifh. I am forry for it, and will negledt nothing in my power. 

FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Without fighature or addrefs. Probably to his confidential fecretary 

Brinfden. 

Exprejfes his resolution to he grateful to thofe who affijl in obtaining hit 

rejiitution. 


I Receivec 
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J Received your letter of the 13 th of January by the courier. You feem Bolingbroke. 

very fanguine, and I take it for granted, that you have fome reafons to be 

fo, which are not explain’d. In the letter I have received from .lord Har- _ I72 , 4 ’ , 

. . Townftiend 

court, I. obferve nothing pofitive, either for or againft what we both wifh. I Papers. 

do affure you, that you might very fafely venture your- life on the return 

which I fhall make to fuch obligations as you mention. I have liv’d long 

enough to have worn out all engagements, except fome few of private 

friendship, which I had contracted, and fhall go back if I return to you, 

under none, but thofe of gratitude and friendfhip to the perfons who- 

bring me back. I am extremely glad that the trifle was fo agreeably 

receiv’d. The perfon* who received, it, has writ me the mod obliging. 

letter imaginable. As to S.t he is fo infignificant a fellow, that it is a kind f SchanBv 

of mortification to imagine, that one muft be on one’s guard againft him. I 

am fo, .perfefftly; and he fhall have no real occafion of complaint. What he 

may invent, I know not. I forgot to mention, that I believe Mr. Walpole is 

now convinc’d of what I hinted to him fome time ago, as foon as the thing was- 

done; which is, that the perfon £ nam’d to be minifter at the court of Eng- j De Buy* 

land is nam’d by the duke of Bourbon’s whore, and her cabal,, of which a- 

principal member is Monf. dela Vrilliere. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE, PROBABLY TO LORD TOWNSHENDb 

Without addrefs or fignature. In his own hand-writing, partly in ■ cypher;- 

Complains of the oppojition made to his refloration.—Hopes it will be obviated. 

—ABs in concert with Horace Walpole.—Speaks contemptibly of fir Luke 
Schrnb.—Exculpates himjelf from the imputation of being friendly to the 
Jacobite inter efl t and of having paid a vifit to Atterbury.—Expreffes his ■ 
attachment to the king. 

MY LORD, 

J Was out of town, when I received the honour of your lordfhip’s letter of Townfhend'- 
the 14th of January, but am come back time enough to anfwer it by the Fa P ers ' 
courier, who goes away to-day. I am not naturally prone to fufpicion; and I Decypheredlj 
fhould be extreamly to blame, if I entertain’d any of thofe who have kept " 

their words with me; who have us’d all the franknefs poffible in their pro- 

* Probably means the duchefs of Kendal,. to whom he fent fome trifling prefent, and who - 
was highly inftrumental in - his reftitution, 

cceding: 
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Period III. ceeding towards me, and of wliofe friendfhip I have received the ftrongefl 
l . 7 Z0t °_ I 7 27 , 'proofs. I do afifure you, that I have not the lead. Upon what your lordfhij: 

1724. writes, I obferve that the oppofition which you lay any weight upon, is drawn 
into a very narrow compafs. The torys will not, you think, declare againft 
me, and I agree .perfectly with your lord fir ip, that if they take this refolution, 
it is for their own fake, not for mine. The whigs, who always oppofe the 
court, and who will, for that reafon, oppofe my reftitution, you feem to put 
likewife out of the cafe; and indeed fince my reftitution is not the caufe of 
their oppofition, this oppofition ought not to be a reafon, why your lordftiip 
does not make it one, againft attempting my reftitution'. The only perfons 
therefore, whofe oppofition deferves confideration, are thofe, who are friends 
to my friends, but have been haftily and unwarily drawn in by my enemys; or 
thofe, who apprehend I may be forming fchemes againft them, whenever I 
.am reftored. Thefe perfons, your lordftiip thinks, fhould be foften’d by the 
moft gentle and prudent methods, in which opinion, I readily concur with you. 
Thefe methods, your lordftiip hopes, will be attended with fuccefs, and it is 
inconceivable to my apprehenfion, that they fhould fail of it. Such of your 
friends as have been haftily and unwarily drawn off, will gradually, and upon 
reflection, come back to your fentimentsj and for fuch of them as are only 
doubtful of the part I may a£t after my reftitution, furely, my lord, they will 
be convinced, that my lord Townfhend and Mr. Walpole are as much inte- 
tefted in that matter as themlelves, and can judg better of it. Upon the 
whole matter, this affair is now brought to fo fhort an iffde in the moft favoura¬ 
ble conjuncture poftible, that I cannot but flatter myfelf it will be confummated; 
and that if it fhould, by fome unforefeen miracle, fail at this time, I fhall be 
fufficiently juftify’d to my family, and to my friends, for taking the refolution of 
expefcling it at no other. 

I am glad that my letters have been received, and that they are taken as I 
meant them. I have made my compliments to Mr. Walpole,* with great 
linecrity upon his nomination. He will, I am perfuaded, receive them with the 
more fatisfaftion ; becaufe I am fure, that I have negledted no one thing in my 
power, which might be ufeful or agreeable to him. No part of my conduct 
fhall give any man occafion to fay, that I a£t in concert with Mr. Walpole, and 
by order from your court. But I cannot anfwer that in a place, where people 
are very alert, fome jealoufy of that fort may not be entertain’d, when they 
perceive me to live in intimacy with him. As to S. [Schaub] be is fuch a 

* He means Horace Walpolej on being appointed envoy extraordinary. 


whiffling 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


3 


whiffling mean fellow, that I own to your lordfhip, whatever importance heBolmgbro 
may be thought to be of, he can infpire me with nothing but contempt. As 
to the marriage, how far it may be practicable at prefent, to obtain the dutchy, 
fhouldthe duke of Bourbon in earneft defire it, I know not; but this I know, 
that I have aCied no otherwife than in one of my former letters I explain’d, 
and that I meddle neither direCtly nor indirectly in it, which I defire your 
lordfhip on my word to affirm, if there be the leaft reafon to do fo. 

There remains, I think, nothing but the poftfcript of your lordfhip’s letter 
to be anfwer’d, in which you afk me, what you may moft truly fay, fhould 
you ever hear again fo idle a charge as that which you mention. You may 
fay, my lord, that it is a moft impudent groundlefs lye, that he, whoever he 
is, that advances it, cannot be more averfe to the jacobite intereft than I am; 
and that there is not a man under the fun, whom I have lefs reafon to truft, or 
more to complain of, than the late bifhop of Rochefter. I went laft autumn 
to the waters of Aix by Namur, from Mons, but the road being exceflively 
bad for a coach, I came at my return by Bruffels. Was I to go again, I 
fhould take the fame road, without fuppofing that I fhould be fufpeCted, after 
all which has pafs’d, on fuch a filly foundation; and any other foundation than 
this, no man living will, I am fure, be hardy enough to fay that he has. Once 
for all, my lord, be pleas’d to depend on what I formerly told you. The hopes 
of returning home, or the fear of continuing abroad, have never had the leaft 
influence on my conduct, with refpeCt to the part I have openly and avowedly 
taken thefe feven years; and in which I fhould continue, were it as much for 
my private intereft to be attached to the pretender, as it is to be attached to 
the king. I am, my dear lord, your moft faithful and moft obedient 
fervant. 

(Feb. 3, 1724.) I Have concluded a marriage for the marchioneffe’s * 
daughter, on which occafion, monfieur le Due has been fo good as to procure 
feveral very great advantages to the young couple. The marchionefs has 
given up all her penfions in part of her daughter’s portion. I thought this 
effeCt very proper to be difpos’d of, fince it could be fo with advantage. I be¬ 
lieve your lordfhip will be of my opinion. 

You have had, without doubt, a courier from Mr. Stanhope long ago, and 
your lordfhip has obferv’d, that the whole junto are Spaniards, except Leide® 

* He alludes to the daughter of lady Bolingbroke, by her former hulband the marquis de la- 
Villette, 

There 
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Period'III. There is not a man of common fenfe, except the inquifitor general, who has 

.1720 tO 1727. A . 0 

1 L- .pr^j an d D. Miguel da Guerra, who, befides his parts, has great knowledge. 
l 7 H' I have helitated fome time, whether I fhould mention to you a thing, which 
is in my opinion, of great moment; but which I have no call to meddle in, 
and may therefore feem officious by doing fo. I will, however, mention it, 
for I had rather run the rifque of a ridicule, than that of negle&ing any thing 
:ufeful to the king’s fervice, and to the fervice of my friends who ferve him. 
The prefent king* of Spain will he certainly as much an humble fervant to his 
wife, as his predeceffor was to his. Your lordfhip eafily imagines, that this 
confideration has been entertained by the dutchefs dowager of Orleans. A 
thoufand reafons concur to make her defire, in the prefent conjuncture, to cul¬ 
tivate and improve the influence fhe has always had on her daughter’s mind, 
and which file has fo far neglected, by an indolence too natural to her, that lhe 
has att this moment no body about the queen of Spain, whom fhe can truft. 
Lord Bolingbroke hasbeen confulted'in this affair; and he took the occafion of 
infinuating, that fince none fit for fuch a truft could be fent from France, without 
giving fufpicion, the belt expedient would be to give the management of this 
affair to the minifter of England, whenever fuch a one fhould be fent, as might 
be inftruCted in his paffage thro’ France. Your lordfhip fees at one view 
twenty advantages, which would with good management refult to the king’s 
fervice by this means. The expedient was fo far from being diflik’d, that 
lord Bolingbroke was defir’d to give notice, when any perfon was fent from 
England to Spain, and to inform them, whether his character was fuch as might 
render it prudent to truft him in fo nice a matter. Adieu. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


On the refvfdl of fir Matthew Decker to jiay the money belonging to lady 
' Bolingbroke. 


Walpole 

Papers. 


Whitehall* April 

YOU will receive inclofed, a letter to my lord Bolingbroke, which comes 
from my lord Harcourt, to give him an account of the very bad reafons, 
Mhink, fir Matthew Decker gives for not paying a great fum of money he has 
in his hands of madame de Villette’s, on pretence, that it is my lord Boling- 
broke’s, and that he may be made anfwerable for it by parliament. You will 


? Louis by the abdication of his father Philip the Fifth, 
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pleafe to give this letter to his lordfhip, and let him know I fhall very readily Bolingbroke, 
do him all the fervice I am able in this affair; my lord Harcourt is of opi- ,n " J 

. r 1724® 

nion,fchat madarae de Villette fhould prefent a petition to Monf. le Due,* and * The duke 
defire his interpofition with his majefty in her behalf, and care fhould be Bourbon, 
taken that only madame de Villette’s name fhould appear in this money mat¬ 
ter, by which means the king may better infift on obliging fir Matthew to do 
juftice, and to repay the money, which he now, as I faid, declines to do. I 
think your way fhould be to let lord Bolingbroke and madame de Villette ma¬ 
nage this matter themfelves with the duke of Bourbon, without your appearing 
in it, or faying any thing of it at firft; till the duke fhall fpeak to you himfelf, 
and then j'ou may undertake to ufe your beft offices, and promife all the af- 
fiftance you are able to give for procuring juftice to madame de Villette, on hef 
petition. And of this you may give all the afiurances you may think fit to 
my lord Bolingbroke, that as foon as the duke of Bourbon fhall have fpoken 
to you upon it, you will recommend the affair in the ftrongeft terms; and that 
you make no queftion but that I fhalL promote it here with the greatefl 
carneftnefs. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Thanks him for civilities Jheron to lady Bolinghroke.—And declares that ht mil 
le fatisfiei with a partial refiitution. 


MY LORD, 


Odober 44, 1724* 


CINCE I have not only an opportunity, but a pretence of writing to your Hardwick® 
.... r i 1 1 1 ■ .1 . . Papers. 


grace,' you will, I am perfuaded, give me your leave to do it, that I may 
at leaft return you my thanks for thofe marks of your friendfhip which you 
have given me, and for my fhare in the obligations which your civilities have 
laid on the perfon * who delivers this letter to you. I fhall wait with a per- 
feQ; confidence the effect of thofe promifes which have been made me this 
fummer, and fhall receive it with a due fenfe of the king’s goodnefs, and of 
the friendfhip of his minifters. If thefe promifes are fhort of thofe offers 
which were made me feveral years ago, it will be however an entire fatisfac- 
tion to me, that this difference muft arife from the temper of party, and from 
the circumftances of affairs, fince no man will, I am fure, affirm that it arifes 
in any degree from my conduct. Do me the juftice, my lord, to be perfuaded. 


VOL. II. PAR * 1 II, 


• His wife, madame de Villette. 

u u 


that 
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Period III. that I am with much truth, your grace’s moft humble and moft obedient 

I72Ot0l727. „ 

.— .. j fervant* 

1724. 

LADY BOLINGBROKE, AS MADAME DE VXLLETTE* TO LORD < 

TOWNSHEND. 


[Without date, but written in 1724.] 

Thanh him for his civilities , and experts the fulfilment of the promifesfor lord 

Bolingbroke’s return. 

Townfhend J E jeudy. Les raifons qui me privent, my lord, de l’honneur de vous voir 
Papers. aV ant mon depart m’affligent et m’inquiettent. Je fouhaite de tout mon 
cceur que votre indifpofition n’ait point de fuite. Si vous juges a propos de 
vous fervir du remede que j’ai fait venir a Mr. de Walpole, et dont tant de 
gens fe trouvent bien chez nous je vous en enverray. Je n’ai pu faire finir 
ma conlignation qu’a midy. Je pars dans Ie moment comblee de vos po~ 
liteffes et de celles de Mr. de Walpole; mais je compte fur quelque chofe de 
plus folide qui font vos paroles et I’honneur de votre amide dont je vous de¬ 
man de a l’un et a 1 ’autre la continuation. Je vous fuppTie d’eftre bien per- 
fuades de mon cincere atachment a vos intereft et de celuy de mon ami, et 
de me croire aulfy parfaittement, que je le fuis, milord, votre tres humble et 
tres obiffante fervante. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

Sends this letter by his wife, madame de Villette.—Expreffies uneafnefs at His 

own uncertain ftuation . 

May 22 } 1724. 

Hgramont X HE marquife will acquaint you, my dear friend; with the particular rea- 
Papexs, fons 0 f h er journey, but I, cannot let her go without faying fomething my- 
felf in general, both concerning her journey, and my prefent Rate. You 
know how many years I have been led on by promifes, lince the firft offers 
of returning home, were made mein the king’s name, and you muft be fen- 
fible how infupportable long fufpence muft be to a man who is prepared for 
any thing certain, and determined. Among other inconveniencys, which 
have attended this ftrange fituation, it has'been none of the leaft that the fmall 
fortune which I had fav’d and acquir’d abroad, has been expofed to abund¬ 
ance of dimunitions and Ioffes, which were inevitable, and muft continue fo as 

long 
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long as I continue unable to take any permanent meafure, and live upon ex- Bolingbroke. 
pedients form’d in the two different and incompatible views of flaying abroad,' ' 

and of returning home. In fhort, neither my mind nor my purfe can bear 
to remain any longer in this condition; anti I fhould be much happyer and 
much richer, if I had four years ago lay’d afide all -expe&ations of a reftitu- 
tion. The only corifideration which kept me from it then, was the confidera- 
tion of what I ow’d to my family, and much more of what I ow’d to my friends j 
I hope that I am acquitted to both. I will certainly not fhut the door againft 
myfelf, nor renounce that claim which the king and his minifters have given 
me, and which has been fortified by the franknefs and opennefs of my conduct. 

But I-cannot live, any longer in an inn. My health decays a great deal. I am 
perhaps come to the latter fcenes of life: it would be ridiculous to pafs them in. 
a ftate of fruitlefs expeQation, hardly to be juftify’d daring the firft. I will 
affemble all the poor remnants of my lhattered fortune, and content myfelf 
with fuch a fettle meat as they are fufficient to make me, be it what it will, and 
where it will. • 

I need not afk your friendfhip to the bearer of my letter. It is hard that 
fire fhould be obliged to go in fuch a manner, and on fuch an errand into En¬ 
gland, but to people tir’d with fufpenfe, the profpeft of coming to a decided 
ftate fweetens every thing. She will appear juft as fhe finds it neceffary, on 
account of her money, which John Drummond put and kept unjuftifiably in 
that rafkal Decker’s hands. If it is not yet pay’d, fhe is madame de Villette, 
and has nothing to-do with my affairs, but comes about her own, for furely 
any diffimulation is allowable to get out of the hands of robbers and affaffins. 

There is nothing in the world I fhould be fo glad of as to fee you, and I will 
hope, that fome how or other that may be contriv’d. Pray embrace lord Ba- 
thurft for me, and defire him to continue me that friendfhip which on my part 
lhall laft as long as I laft. I defire to make my compliments to lord Gore, 
whom I have not the honour to know much, but whofc charaQer I refpefl ex- 
treamly. To our common friends be pleas’d to be my plenipotentiary. 

iORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

Exprejfes his affection for a fan friends. 

' February 6, 172$, 

J Am forry for the alarm which my late indifpofition has given, and I am att Egremont 
the fame time flatter’d by it. The truth is, that the frequent returns of the Papers. 

v u 3 feavour. 
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Period III. feavour, and the perpetual diforder which dwelt in my ftomach, had worn ma 
f 7a °to J72 ^ quite down, and exhaufted all my fpirits; but the marquife, who knows that I 
never difguife any thing to her, not even thofe things which may be difagree- 
able, ought to have moderated her own alarm, and yours, by what I writ att 
the end of the fame letter as acquainted her with my illnefs. God be prais’d* 
I am very much better. Not only my feavour feems effeftually cur’d, but 
my ftomaph begins to be re-eftablifii’d, and I am in hopes that my life will- 
become worth wearing fome time longer. It is not neceflary to live, but it is 
fo neceflary to live agreeably, that I do not well conceive how any one can 
refolve to live otherwife, unlefs he be chained down to life by the fentiments 
of his heart, and the force of friendfhip. For my own part, there is nothing, 
elfe which makes exifting defirable to me, and if the marquife and one or two 
friends did not attach me to life, I fhould foon grow tir’d of the world as one 
grows tir’d of bad company, and wifh to be out of it. Thefe are not the 
thoughts of a melancholy man, my dear friend, but of a reafonable man, of 
one who has been taught by time and reflection to fee things as they are, and 
to rate them according to their true value. I wifh with all my heart that the 
aft which is to pafs in my favour may be foon brought on, and I fuppofe that 
it will be fo. But I know too well the neceffity of timing things in parlia¬ 
ment, to be furpriz’d or concern’d att fome delay. The ftate you defcribe 
of people who expeft they know not what, who are ready to be angry, they 
know not why, and eager to aft, tho’ they have neither plan nor concert, is a 
ftate which I have been fevpral times a witnefs of. In a government like 
our’s, not only the ftronger paflions, but every little humour, has force enough 
to ruffle the face of public affairs. All which an honeft and fenfible man can 
do, is to fleer on with calmnefs, and to guide himfelf with the reafon. of 
things, whilft the herd of mankind are deliver’d over to their paflions. 

LORD BOLINGBROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDIIAM. 

EgremQnt (Jan. 30, 1725.) IT is very true, my dear friend, that I do not deflre 
Papers, more earneftly than I defire to be delivered from fufpence, and enabled 

fome where or other to enjoy that quiet, which is the only objeft I propofe to 
myfelf for the reft of my life. The feeond part of your feffion is now begun; 
and I hear that your houfe is like to he very full; tho’ I do not hear of any 
bufinefs you have which deferves 'much vivacity. That which relates, to 
me, cannot furely create any. 


lord 
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LORD BOLING BROKE TO SIR WILLIAM WYNDHAM. Bolingbroke. 

Entertained hopes of a complete rejloration during the life of George I. — Re~ 
linquijhed thofe hopes on his death.—Is determined to retire from the ioorld t . 
and to live principally in France.—Motives for fo doing, 

MY DEAR.SIR WILLIAM, Pans, Nov. 173/.- 

think too reafonably yourfelfj to be- furprized, that a man who makes E'gremon* 
ufe of his reafon, .who is almoft threefcore, ,and who has paffed ten fuch ^ a f ers,> 
years as I have lately paffed, lhould' begin to confider how it becomes his 
chara&er,.his temper, his fortune,-and his’circumftances; to conduct the laft 
ad of his life, and to wind up the whole piece. Thave thought very fe- 
rioufly, and very.much att leifure,on this fubjed, fince I left England; and I 
take the opportunity of Mr. Chetwynd*s return thither, to communicate thefe 
thoughts, and the refult of them, my refolutions, to you, with an entire affurance 
that you will'approve the one, and aflift me in executing the other. Whilft' 
the late - king lived, I had a juft claim, and a fair profped, grounded on his 
promifes, and on the conjundure, fo that I might, and did exped to compleat : 
my reiteration,. and I fettled • accordingly-amongft you; Since- his death, I 
have entertained no fuch expedation, nor have, in truth any very warm defire ' 
of that kind. Give me leave to affume upon this particular occafion, fince the * 
fad is true, what I lhould not affume perhaps on another, tho’ the fad were 
equally true; whether I have done well or ill; whether I have aded amongft 
you to any purpofe or to none, I have aded with as little regard to pcrfonal 
intereft as any man ever did. They who believe fo will do me juftice, and 
this juftice is all I afk of them. The fame public fpirit, and private friendlhip - 
would carry me ftill op, if your circumftances were Hill the fame, orif any new 
means of being ufeful to you were in my power. You are grown to be a for¬ 
midable minority within doors, and you have a great majority without. I am 
ftill the fame proferibed man, fur-rounded with- difficultys, expofed to morti¬ 
fications, and unable to take any lhare in the fervice, but-that which I have 
taken hitherto, and which, I think, you would not perfwademe to continue to 
take in the prefent ftate of things; My part is over, and he who remains on - 
the llage after his part is over, deferves to be hiffed off. 

Thefe refledions have led me naturally to the refolution of retiring, from the 
bufinefs of the world ablblutely, and from the world itfelf much more than I 
have done hitherto. This refolution is the more ealy for me to take, becaufe 

it 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. "What I mean by this is, that he who will judg rightly of the conduct of af- 
? 720Ml72 ^ fairs. muft not judg of this or that particular part alone, but mud confider the 
general principle on which our conduft proceeds, and what the efferis of it 
have been, and will be. But I Hop here, and had rather leave my meaning a 
little obfcure, than run into reafonings which I endeavour every day to for¬ 
get. It is time I fhould forget diem. 

By the letter which Mr. Chetwynd has given you from me before this time, 
and by what he has faid to you in confequence of the difcourfe he and I had 
att our parting, you are enough informed, my dear fir William, of the refo- 
lution I have taken concerning the fcheme of my future life. I am confident 
•you approve it, You would be forry, I am fare, if I wanted the courage to 
fay to myfelf, thy part in public life is over. Let me depend on you and Ba- 
thurft for enabling me to live like a cofmopolite the reft of rr,y days. For this 
purpofe, you muft difpofe of Dawley for me. Were my father likely to dye, 
this meafure would be .prudent, and fince be is likely to live, it is neceffary. 
To what purpofe fhould 1 keep an expenfive retreat, where in all probability 
1 lhall never retire ? in one fence, and no improper one, it may be faid, that T 
have no excufe for chufing to be att home, except two,,an opportunity of being 
rnfeful to my friends and my country, or the means of compleating that rejlo'ra- 
-tion , by frequent , folemn ., and wnfolicited promifes of which , the late king drew 
me into England. The opportunity is over, the means are not>in my power, 
and in the prefent Hate of things, the end is no longer defirable. .Upon this 
head, I hope to have foon your arrfwer. Chavigny will convey it fafely to da 
Nocquet, and du Mocquet muft be direQed to fend it under coverto the mar¬ 
quis of Matignon. In things of this kind, the canal of Chavigny is not im¬ 
proper, for he is a friendly man. Whilft I was att home, I ferved for an alarm, 
to the wfoigs, and they were threatened with my coming into power. It is to 
he prefumed, this cant is out of date. But if any thing of that kind is faid, 
=or any opportunity offered to you, or to any other of my friends, of making 
fuch an anfwer, I defire the anfwer may be, that I neither expert nor defire 
. power, and as to my being reftored, I am perfectly indifferent. That the 
fe^vice of my friends, and of my country, to whom I thought I was of fome 
ufe,_ kept me in England from the time of the late king’s death, that having 
<done all I could -do for both, I think myfelf att liberty to live wbere I amufe 
ffliyfelf the moft, and enjoy the greateft eafe. Whilft I am abroad, it will be 
Said, perhaps, -either that I feared to continue att home, or that I am doing 

mlfchief 
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mifchief here. If either of thefe two things are fo much as infinuated, give Bolingbrc 
me leave to fay, that I expeCfc from your friendflhip, that you fhould treat^ *— 

them with the contempt they deferve, and anfwer from me, that I will be in 
London as fall as poll horfes can carry me, and the winds permit, after I re¬ 
ceive notice, that any man has an accufation to lay to my charge. You men¬ 
tioned to me, in one of your letters this fummer, my lord Hardwicke. Let me 
defire you, whenever a fair and unaffefted opportunity offers, to prefent my 
humble fervice to him; and to affure him that, wherever I live, I fhall pre- 
ferve for him as long as I live, a great efteem, and a moll inviolable friend- 
Ihip. Adieu, my old and dear friend, I. embrace you with the uttmoffc 
tendemefs. 

It comes to my mind, to mention to you a thing, which you will take notice 
of or not, as you fhall judge proper. I let fall to Pulteney more than once, 
that in feveral publick relations, and in others that I have feen, fome parts of 
my late lord Marlborough’s conduct in the operations of the war are cenfured, 
and I believe unjuftly; the expedition to the Mofelle in 1705, the inactivity 
of 1707, and others. In whatever I write that is hiftorical, I will be neither 
apologift, panegyrift, nor fatirift; and befides, I fhall touch very lightly 
inarches, battles, fieges, encampments, and that inferior detail of hiftory, for 
fuch I think it. But yet I fhould .be glad to do juftice to my late lord 
Marlborough, where I can do it with truth on my fide. If therefore, her 
grace, his widow, thinks fame of any concernment, I will make an honeft 
ufe of any materials fhe may give me, for clearing up the truth in thofe 
parts, where it has been molt difguifed, or is leaf! known. I leave her free 
liberty to do as fhe pleafes, but file ought to take it well, if I give her the 
hint. • 

I fay nothing to you of your winter campaign. I fuppofe it will pafs in 
making compliments, and giving money. However it pafles, I am fure that 
your fhare-in it, will be that of an honeft and a wife man, and that if you can¬ 
not do much good, you will prevent att leaft fome evil. You have contri¬ 
buted fignally to unmafk the knave, and to expofe the fool, in a country 
almoft overrun by the two, and almoft tainted to fhe vitals with corruption. 

You muft proceed in the fame honeft caufe: the good you have done, puts 
it into your power to do more and greater; and the reputation you have ac¬ 
quired, ought to be efteemed by you, a motive to future, as well as a reward 
to paft merit. As to myfelf, for the tranfition from you to me, is made natural 
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by our union and intimacy; if I have not encreafed the number, I fuppofe that 
I have exafperated the malice of my enemys during my flay in England, and 
by the part I a£ied there. As to my friends, I do not fuppofe that I Have 
encreafed their number, or warmed their affeCtion. ’Tis a common cafe; our 
enemys look backwards, as well as forwards, and put both to account. Our 
friends feldom look backwards, always forwards; and what we call gratitude is- 
generally expectation. But be this as it will, I fear nothing from thofe I have 
oppofed; I afk nothing from thofe I have fe-rved. If you hinder the confe- 
quences of the revolution, from deftroying that conftitution, which the revolu¬ 
tion was meant to improve, and perpetuate; I fhall end my days in the obfcurity 
of retreat, with far greater fatisfaclion, than the fplendour of the world ever 
gave me, as bufy as I have appeared in it, arid as fond as I have been of it. 
I grow every hour more indifferent to life, and to the common concerns of 
life. It is fit, that he who approaches the ufual term of life, fhould do fo. 
But this indifference will never affeCt my fentiments for the publick, nor 
thofe of private friendfhip. As long as my heart continues to beat, it will 
beat warmly for Great Britain, and for you. Once more, dear friend, adieu. 
My beft refpeCts to all yours. 

LORD BOLINGBROK.E TO SIR. WILLIAM WYNDHAM. 

Advifes temperance.—Speaks of his own fate of health-.—Want of feep t and 
occflfonal dejeElion of fpirits.:—Virulently abufes fr Robert Walpole.—Afferts 
that the fudden death of George the Firf prevented his difgrace.—Forms and 
fupports the party in oppofition.—Conjiders corruption as more dangerous than 
prerogative.—Condemns the Walpoles.—But approves the peace.—'Confe¬ 
rences of the fyfem efablified at. the peace of Utrecht , and of introducing 
the Spaniards into Italy. 

■ • Feb. 20 , 1736. 

J Thank you very kindly-, fir William, for you'r’s of the 23d of January; and 
rejoice to hear, what Charles has fince confirmed to me, that your tedious 
fit of the'-gout is over. The diforders you complained of in the fummer, were 
forerunners of it, -or perhaps indications that you wanted it. Strange con¬ 
dition of humanity! our greateft evils, phyfival, as well as moral, are to be 
cured moflly by other evils; options are often continued to evils, and all that 
the wifeft, nay the happyeft man, has to do in many cafes, is to change, if he 

can. 
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can, the greateft into the leaft, the longeft into the fhorteft. I have no gout, Bolingbroke. 
but I have frequently interruptions of fleep, and great depreflions of fpirits. ' 

I relieve myfelf, when the firft happen, by yielding to them, at whatever hour 
they take me; I rife, and read, or -write, or walk about. I give full employ¬ 
ment to this fluttering a&ivity of the fpirits. When I cannot have fleep as I 
would, I take it as I can; and like my brother animals, I recover by fnatches 
in the day,-what I loft in the night. They fay, this method is unwholefome. 

But if it fhortens life in. one fence,- it prolongs life in another, and a better. 

We lofe time enough in fleep, but to lofe any in endeavouring to fleep, is un~ 
neceffary profufion. As to the other evil you complained of, that laflitude 
and depreflion of fpirits, temperance and even abftinence is the proper remedy, 
for our fpirits flag by repletion. He who negle&s this remedy, mull purge 
often, or ride like the lord * of Cirencefter. Y ou and I ufe too little exercife; * Earl Bi« 
I will ufe more, and fince I cannot go abroad to fetch a walk, I am refolved tllurfto 
to turn poacher, and have defired Charles to apply to you and to lord Gower 
to afiift in tempting me into the woods. I remember that Cheyne, with a 
gallon of milk coffee, and five pounds of bifcuit before him, at breakfaft, de¬ 
claimed to Pope and me, againft the immorality of ufing exercife to promote 
an appetite. But a much better cafuift, and a much better phyfician too, than 
Clieyne, even the aforefaid lord of Cirencefter, prefcribes exercife to prevent 
indigeftion by the trituration of aliments, to maintain a due fluidity in the 
blood, and to promote the moft fenfible benefit of/infenfible perfpiration. I 
could not help faying thus much about health, and the fubjeft is not improper 
to be treated by one, whohaspaffed the period att which the ancients placed the 
commencement of old age, thefe nine years, in writing to one that approaches 
that period very nearly. 

You overrate by much, my friend, the merit of thofe fentiments you men¬ 
tion, and that have produced the refolution I communicated to you att Mr. 
Ghetwynd’s return into England. There is fome courage of mind requifite, 
no doubt, to refolve to abandon one’s friends and one’s country, and a fettle- 
ment juft made. But you will give me leave to fay, that there was at leaft 
as much neceffary, to refolve to continue in my circumftances fo lopg amongft 
you. Had the late king been pleafed to leave me in my exile, inftead of in¬ 
viting me home, I had faved myfelf many years of trouble, and many articles 
•of expence j I had enjoyed greater eafe of life, and been a richer man. Had 
J .flopped fhort even att his death, and taken the refolution I have now taken, 
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Period III. I had certainly confulted my perfonal intereft more, and faved a great deal 
i72oto ; 7 2 7 - on ^th the heads of trouble and expence. But I know not whether I fhould 
have been fo well fadsfied with myfelf in either cafe. Tho’ the late king durft 
not fupport me openly againft his minilters, he would have plotted with me 
againft them, and we fhould have ferved him, our country, and ourfelves, by 
demolifhing that power that is become tyranny in the paws of the greateft bear, 
and the greateft jackanapes upon earth. It is therefore a fatisfaftion to me, 
that I was not wanting to my friends, to my country, and to myfelf in a con¬ 
juncture, the advantages of which, were defeated by nothing but fuddera 
death. When the prefent king came to the throne, I hefitated on the part I 
fhould aft, I own it to you with lincerity, but I hefitated only for a moment. 
1 faw the confequences of the event with refpeft to me. I faw that I fhould 
have many difficultys to encounter, more mortifications to bear, and among 
others, that of drudging in a lower form of bufinefs than it became me to 
do, and being the common butt of the mod foul mouth’d calumny. But I 
was engaged, a party was formed, I had contributed to form it; and tho’ I 
neither expefted, nor delired (as many perfons have heard me declare, whe¬ 
ther they believed me or no) any favour, or benefit to myfelf, yet I thought it 
my duty not to decline the fervice of this party, in this caufe, till the party 
itfelf either fucceeded, or defpaired of fuccefs. It is therefore a fatisfaftion 
to me, that I have fulfilled this duty, and I had my fhare in the laft ftruggle 
that will be made, perhaps, to preferve a conftitution which is almoft deftroyed, 
under pretence of mending or defending it. There are thofe that will laugh 
att the man, or deem him an hypocrite, who aligns fuch motives of conduct, 
could they have their reafons for fuch judgments. But you will not; and to 
you alone I will account for mine. 

I know not whether you may judg as defpondingly as I do, concerning, the 
prefent ftate of our conftitution. But be pleafed to dwell in your thoughts 
one moment on thefe fbtart and obvious reflexions. The corruption now em¬ 
ployed, is att lead as dangerous as the prerogative formerly employed. 
Againft prerogative, the publick alarm, and the oppofition of parliaments, 
wete a real fecurky. Againft corruption, extended as it is, what real fecurity 
remains? is the 'public alarm kept up? does the oppofition in parliament pre¬ 
vail? but enough of this, I will trouble you no more with thefe melancholy 
reflexions on the flate of our conftitution; for ouf’s it will be to me, under 
what government foever I live. In every other refpeft, be allured that I 
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enjoy my foul in great ferenity, and that no one of thofe drcumftances, in Bolingbrc 
which my enemys, I fuppofe, triumph, takes away in the leaft from the quiet ~ 
of my mind, or the happynefs of my life. I am fure you wifh this to be ft>, 
and therefore I affiire you, upon my honour, that it is ftriftly true. 

Our minifters are certainly very lucky, and very priviledged perfons. When 
they intrigue themfelves into diftrefs, and negotiate public affairs into greater 
confufion, far from being cenfured, they are affifted, and the whole ftrength 
and wealth of the nation layed forth, to redeem every blunder- that Horace 
commits, and to repair every crofs accident which his brother did not forefee, 
in foreign affairs. When they are drawn out of thefe difficultys, by the fkill, 
or fomething elfe of other men, the merit is afcribed to them, and they receive 
the reward. In the prefent conjunflure, I rejoyce as much as it becomes me 
to do. I think the emperor luckily off, and in a better condition than he was. 

The publick tranquillity is reftored. There is an appearance of preventing 
future quarrels by the guaranty of France to the pragmatick fanElion. But 
the old quarrel is, in my apprehenfion, as likely to produce new diforders as 
ever. Confider. By the treaty of Utrecht, the emperor had all the States 
contended for, except Sicily. Sicily was given to a prince, who had ambition 
enough, but not force enough, to light a new fire in Italy, that might fpred to 
the reft of Europe; and the emperor, on many accounts, was unable to light 
this fire of hitnfelf, by attacking Sicily. His rival for the Spanifh fucceffion, 
who had ambition and force-enough,,was barred by the neutrality of Italy. On 
this foot, things might have been kept quiet in. the fame ftate; and if in time 
any new difpofition of feudal eftates in Italy, had been thought expedient, as I 
believe it would have been, the emperor might have had Sicily att laft, the duke 
of Savoy might have been indemnifyed, and aggrandized, and no power let in 
to difturb the publick tranquillity. The partition of the dominions of Italy, 
muft be deemed pretty indifferent, after all the changes that have been made, 
and confented to on all fides. But the great point for fecuring publick 
peace, was to keep the Spaniard out, to hinder the two rivals fronvtredding 
on the fame-continent; and that point was given up when the principle of the 
fyftem of the Utrecht treaty was departed, from,.under pretence of confummat- 
ing the peace, and of fatisfying the unfatiable ambition of the queen of Spain. 

The emperor was diffatisfyed formerly that hehad not Sicily. Do yomima- 
gine Spain better fatisfyed now? The partition is varyed, but the fame feeds 
of difeontent are fown,.and there are now two rival powers eftablifhed in the 
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Period III, fame country. Is this worth all the. blood that has been fpilt, and all the 
1720to 1727 . mone y t \ iat has been fpent, and all the diftra&ion that has been kept apt, 
from the treaty of London of 1716, the triple and quadruple, alliance in- 
clufively ? 

To return to myfelf, and to private affairs. My refolution being taken, you 
fee, that the fooner that part of it which you, and my other friends, are fo 
kind as.to execute, is executed, the better it will be for me, fince I cannot 
be att my eafe, till I am better fettled abroad, and fince I cannot be fo fettled, 
till I know what to reckon upon. I think it however of great confequence, 
that the matter fhould be proceeded in, with the caution and fecret I firft de- 
fired. You will fee what I writ lately to Mr. Cony, and you will combine 
the whole in your thoughts. I chufe the firft plan, for the reafons mentioned 
,att large in former letters. I only propofe the fecond as neceffary in the 
fecond place. In all events, that houfe mull not be a charge to me, nor the 
profits of the eftate be confirmed in management. I thank you for making my 
-compliments to lord Hardwicke. You will renew them as opportunity ferves. 
He afled an affectionate part to me, and I fhall always preferve the memory 
of it. By the meflage which lord Carteret delivered to the dutchefs of Marl¬ 
borough, I have done what I judged right. If fire is in earneft, in the anfwer 
fhe made, I fhall hear from her. If fhe is not, I muft do as well as I can, with¬ 
out her grace's affiftance. Whenever Mr. Levefon comes into this country, 
he fhall be fure of my belt advice and affiftance, and of this I defire you to 
.allure my lord Gower, with my beft compliments. All here falute you, and 
yours. My refpefts attend on my lady and Mrs. Wyndham. As this con¬ 
veyance of letters thro’ Monf. de Chavigny, and Monf. du Nocquet, is fafe 
-enough, you will let me hear from you at your leifure. Adieu, dear fir Wil¬ 
liam, I am ever unalterably your’s, whether in the world, or out of it. Pray 
be fo good as to embrace Batt. for me; I wifh I could have half his good for¬ 
tune, that of felling dear. I fhall buy land no more, no, not a burying 
place. 

LORD BOLING BROKE TO LORD CHANCELLOR HARDWICKE. 

Returns thanks for his good will and friendjhip.—Accufes fir Robert Waljiok 
cf having olf rubied the king's inclinations in his favour. 


(Argeville, 
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(Argeville, Oflober 30, 1742.) YOU was pleafed to renew in fo kind a Bolingbroke. 
manner, when I was laft in England, the marks of your friendlhip, that I think ' jja~dwicke 
myfelf bound to take the firft opportunity, I have had fince my return to this Papers, 
country, to make my acknowledgements to your lordfhip. You fhewed me 
good will and friendlhip, though I was a ftranger to whom you owed nothing 
perfonally, whilft many, who owed me much, affeded to fliew me their dif- 
like and their enmity, becaufe there was a mean merit acquired by doing fo; 
and even as far back, as when the favour of the late king could not proteB me 
againfl the malice of his minifter, nor fecure me the full effeB of his promifes. 

Thefe are obligations, my lord, and fuch as I ihall remember always. The 
life I now lead, the place I inhabite, and the company I fee in it, furnifh 
nothing, that can be of information or entertainment to your lord fit ip; a great 
fcene, and one wherein the greateft tallents may be, and indeed require to be 
exercifed, is opened. God grant, it may be doled by barring effedually a 
family ambition, which I apprehend that we revived, or encouraged at leaft, by 
the quadruple alliance, and have favoured too much ever fince. I fee dif- 
tindly but one corner of this fcene; and I believe your lordihip will approve 
my filence ever about that. 

LORD- BOLINGBROKE TO LORD HARDWICKE, 

Accufes fir Robert Walpole of mea'nnefs and treachery. • 

(Batterfea, Nov. 12, 1744.) I Send you two volumes of the letters you Hardwicke 
left re to fee, of which a few are printed by Pope’s direction. The fecond P a P ers * 
may give your lordihip poffibly fome fatisfadion. The firft, I fear, is fitter 
For a young man, who begins his ftudyes, than for your perufal. With 
.hem your lordihip will find fome addrelfed to Pope, on metaphylical or 
rather antimetaphylical matters. The letter writ to Wyndham I found, and 
[ fend it5 and with it two others: one was writ to lord Stair, on what he 
communicated to me from lord Sunderland. His lordihip took fo little care 
)f it, notwithftanding the caution given him in it, that falling behind his feru- 
ore, it was found by M. de Mezieres, in whofe houfe he had lived, and 
minted as you fee it, for reafons obvious enough. There is likewife a draught 
'f that which Ifent to the late king , in 1725, foon after he had brought me into 
his country. What Ipreffedfor then , and do not even defire now , your lordfhip 
nay think perhaps, was not ill fupported. At leaf you will fee , how mean and 
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Period III. treacherous a part the mini/ter in power a&ed -under the majk of good will. I 
^otPi^/ trouble you no further. I only afk your indulgence, to which I have this 
claim, that I obey your commands, and that J fhew myfelf naked, as it were, 
to you. I wife to hear, that a fpirit of conciliation has operated, fuch as our 
prefent diftrefs requires. I am, my lord, with true refpeQ, See. 

It may be proper to fay, by way of poftfeript, that tho’ fome things in the 
letters to Pope, may appear heterodox, they will be more fo, relatively to 
theology, which I do not much efteem, than to evangelical religion, which I 
refpeft as I ought. Many inaccuracies mull be excufed, lince they were 
never correbled, nor read by me, fince the firlt heat in which they were 
writ. 

Etocjgh's minutes of a converfation with fir Robert Walpole, on the attempt of 
lord Bolingbroke and the duchefs of Kendal to obtain his difmijjion in 1727. 

Etough (September 13, 1737.) I Had an opportunity for full converfation with 
Papers. £ r Robert Walpole. I mentioned then to him, Bolingbroke’s reports, of his 
often attending the late king at fupper, and of his intereft being fo prevailing, 

. .that it was with the utmoft importunity and addrefs, he perfuaded the king to 
defer the making him prime minifter, till he returned from Hanover. He 
condefcended to give me this explanation. He faid lying was fo natural to 
St. John, that it was impolfible for him to keep within the bounds of truth. 
He might truly boaft of his profpects, for they were very great; tho’ things 
were not fo fixed and near as he pretended. He had the entire intereft of the 
dutchefs of Kendal, and having this, what confequences time would probably 
have produced, required no explanation. St. John, he averred, had only been 
once with the king, which was owing to his importunity. 

The king had given fir Robert a memorial of St. John’s, confifting of three 
fheets of paper. He obferved the cover was not fealed, and therefore the 
deliverer of it mull certainly know from whence it came, and perhaps the 
contents. On the two Turks declaiming all knowledge of the affair, he 
went to the dutchefs of Kendal, who owned the part Ihe had a£led, with the 
addition of falfe and frivolous excufes. He then obferved, that her grace was 
of weak and low underftanding. St. John, in this addrefs, had defired an au¬ 
dience, and undertook, if admitted, to demonftrate the kingdom muft lhortly 
be ruined, if fir R. Walpole continued prime minifter. Sir R. Walpole him- 
ielf, humbly and earneftly defired he might he admitted; he told the king, if 
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this was not done, the clamour would be, that he kept him to himfelf, andBolingbrc 
would allow none to come near him, to tell the truth. This was repeated to ' 
the dutchefs, who promifed her intereft with the king. 

When fir Robert next attended her grace, {he {aid the king was averfe to 
feeing St. John, taking for granted, it mull make you uneafy. He replied, he 
could not be eafy till St. John was admitted, . This was fo much prefled, that 
he was foon after gratified with an audience. Lord Lechmere happened to 
come upon bufinefs at the fame time, he enquired who was in the clofet; he 
heard Walpole was alfo at court: he then imagined him to be foie direflor. 

Fully poflefled with this conceit, he went in to the king. He began with re¬ 
viling Walpole, as not being contented with doing mifchief himfelf, but in¬ 
troducing one who was, if poffible, much worfe; and thus he.departed, without 
offering the papers to be figned, which he'brought as chancellor of the dutchy. 

This diverted the king extreamly, who made it the fubjeft of converfation, 
when fir Robert waited on him; he {lightly mentioned St. John’s demonftra- 
tions, and called them bagatelles. 

I have been thus minute and exaft, becaufe St. John and his friends have 
made the thing furer and more imediate, than can be juftified from reality. 

On the other fide, fome of the great man’s neareft relations and friends have 
deemed it as groundlefs, and have thought fit to" reprefent him as under no 
fort of apprehenfion from his rival. I will therefore repeat what he faid fe- 
veral times, and particularly at the end of the converfation, which was nearly 
in thefe words. “ As he had the dutchefs entirely on his fide, I need not 
add, what mull or might in time have been the confequence. He informed 
me the fame day, that the bill in favour of St. John, is wholly to be afcribed 
to the influence of the dutchefs. Either the prefent vifcount Chetwind, or 
his brother William, conveyed eleven thoufand pounds from St. John’s lady 
to lady Walfingham, the dutchefs’s niece. 
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17*0101727. 

' 3723—1725. 


LETTERS AND PAPERS RELATING TO THE DISTURBANCES 
IN IRELAND, ON ACCOUNT OF WOOD’S, PATENT, FOR 
COINING COPPER MONEY. 

CONTAINING 

1. Correfpondence between fr Robert Walpole , the duke of Newcajlle , the duke 
of Grafton , and lord Carteret. 

s. Between lord chancellor Midleton , and Thomas , and faint John Brodrick. 


1. Correfpondence between fr Robert Walpole , the duke of Newcajlle , the duke 

of Grafton , lord Carteret. 

DUKE OF GRAFTON TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN. 

Complains of lord chancellor Midleton's difrefpeHful behaviour. 

Draught. (January 24,1723.) I Don’t touch upon each head of your letters to 

* Extras ^ r * Hopkins * relating to me, yet they make a due impreffion, and I hope, I 

• Hisfecre- Hrall find my advantage in thofe hints, which, I am fenfible, proceed from the 

ttry. trueft friendfhip, as I am, that your grace’s profeffions thereupon, are very 

fincere; in confidence of which, I will take the liberty to mention a treat¬ 
ment of the lord chancellor to me, which is not at all obliging,, and which, I 
believe you will think very extraordinary. I muft acquaint you, that whilft I 
. was in the country, the king’s letter appointing the lord chancellor to be in 
the government was return’d hither by the lords juftices, upon the omiffion ol 
a neceflary claufe; his lordfhip prefs’d my fecretary very much to have it 

deliver’d to him, who defir’d to be excus’d, as neither confiftent with refpeQ 

to me, nor his duty, to deliver a letter to have any thing executed upon it, ir 
my abfence, which was dire&ed to me. Thereupon my lord apply’d to the fe¬ 
cretary’s office, upon the private intimation he received from Ireland, anc 
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before I arriv’d, obtain’d a new letter to be prepared and figned, and fent 
away by the laft poft, not favoring me with a vifit, tho’ I arriv’d on Sunday, ^ 
till this morning (my public day) and then fo far from any apology, that he 
made no mention of this proceeding. This ufage, I have caufe to take amifs, 
but another part of it more, viz; his procuring the king’s letter to be dire£ted 
contrary to the ufual forms obferv’d in all or mod cafes, as you will remark, 
when you fee it, and which is a flight I have not deferved: I have mention’d 
this behaviour to the king, who does not at all approve of it, and I have pre¬ 
pared his majefty fo, as that he will not be uneafy to have again the trouble 
of figning another letter, if the lords juftices think proper to return that now 
upon the road, in order to pay the proper compliment to the lord lieutenant 
in the addrefs. As I write to your grace as a particular friend, and one who 
has both my honor and intereft at heart, I know you will in this point have 
regard to both, and treat this in the manner you think proper. 


DUKE OF GRAFTON TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 
piffatisjaciion on account of Wood’s patent. 


SIR, 


Dublin, Augull 22, 1723.*- 


y^FTER the ceremony and forms, upon firft coming into the kingdom, were a 
little over, I took the firft opportunity of difcourfing with the principal 
perfons here, and with thofe likewife in whom I had mod confidence upon a 
matter which I found was in every body’s mouth that I converfed with, and 
which I was inform’d was the fubjefl of all converfations, both in town and 
country; I open’d it as a point I had much at heart, and us’d all the argu¬ 
ments I was furnifhed with, to induce them to come into my fentiments, in 
order to fupport the king’s patent, I mean the new copper money. I am 
forry to find it is fo diftaftfull to the country; that even thofe who are mod 
forward to enter into meafures agreable to our fide of the water in all other 
inftances dare not undertake the defenfe of this patent; they allow, that fome 
©bje£lions made to it are frivolous, but yet, that there are fome things in it fo 
prejudicial to the kihgdom, and fo much more fo, than in former grants of the 
like kind, that in their own opinion, they can’t like it, but to fupport it, wou’d 
be to make them of little ufe to the king’s fervice hereafter, fo much they 
fhou’d lofe their credit with gentlemen, who are well affe&ed to the govern¬ 
ment. " 


Wood’s 

Patent. 

1723. 


\ 
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Period III. They give me reafon to hope, that other things which had rais’d fome cla- 
1720to 17^7 . mour b e f ore 1 came here, may be kept from giving difturbance to the fefEon, 
1723. in cafe people are not thrown into ill humour by an oppofition to what {hall 
be mov’d in parliament for their relief upon this head. In what lhape this 
■will be introduc’d, I can’t yet learn; nor do I know whether it is yet fettled, 
there being few members yet in town; but I plainly fee, there will be no 
avoiding fome difagreable proceedings upon it, and fear we {hall be very much 
embarrafs’d, whatever turn it takes. I underftand, that fome time ago, a re- 
prefentation from the council here wou’d have been prefs’d to be fent over to 
England upon this fubjeCt, but was wav’d upon my being foon expected over. 
A paper has been printed here, call’d Ireland's confirmation, wherein this 
grant is fet out in the worft light; and is plainly calculated to ftir up ill blood; 
but feveral of our friends feem to think, that fome of the objections are an- 
anfwerable: a ftop is put to the publication of it, but whether thro’ the dis¬ 
cretion of the printer, or for the author to amend it, I am not fure, but we 
expeCt to fee fomething of the fame kind abroad, when the parliament meets. 
I cou’d not forbear fending you in general the fenfe of this country upon this 
affair, and {hall trouble you farther, when I have learnt any thing worth your 
notice; in the mean time, I beg you to be perfuaded, that if this point ends in 
a manner difagreable to us both, which I much fear, it {hall not be owing to 
my want of labour and endeavours. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

SufpeBs that the accounts of the difcontents in Ireland are exaggerated. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, Auguft 31, 1723. 

J Am very much concerned at the account your grace gives me, of the diC- 
polition of people with regard to the copper money, and am truly very 
much furpris’d at it. ’Tis impoffible to judge, of the objections ’till we hear 
them; and I cannot but yet think, ’tis rather a popular run without confidera- 
tion, than any real folid mifchiefs that occafion this clamour. Thofe friends 
to your grace, and your very humble fervants here, that are afraid, they fhall 
fo far lofe their credit in this affair, as not to be able to do any other fervice 
to your government, I dare fay, have well confider’d what will be the con- 
fequences of fuch a proceeding, and are very well fatisfy’d, that yielding in 
this, is doing you the beft fervice. If I thought fo, I cou’d be eafy in any 
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trouble that is prepar’d for us, in order to make you eafy there: I wifh at 
leaf! they wou’d vouchfafe to let us know thefe unanfwerable and infuperable \ 
objections, and tell us, what they propofe, that can be of fervice, and that can 
poflibly be comply’d with. You know, my lord, all that I know of this mat¬ 
ter, and I fhall be heartyly forry for your fake, that the firft trouble that is 
given of this kind, fhou’d arife under your adminiftration, and hope it will 
avail you to have conquer’d all other difficultys. I am afraid fbme people 
and I do not think alike of this matter; I think I forefee the confequences, 
and if I fhou’d be the firft, I believe I fhall not be the only man, that will be 
made fenfible of them. You know that I am moll fincerely, &c. 

DUKE OF GRAFTON TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Laments the difagreeablenefs of his fituation.—Complains of lord Midleton's 

conduct. 

MY DEAR LORD, Dublin, September-24, 1723* 

J Shall not take up much of your time,, fince I fend you a coppy of the letter 
I write to Mr. Walpole, it is all that we can inform either your lordlhip or 
him of at prefent. I believe you may immagine how difagreeable this whole 
bufinefs has been to me; I think myfelf moll unfortunate, that fuch an affaire 
happen’d in my time; however I beg that you will depend upon my truth in 
this cafe, that the whole earth could not have gott through this affaire, without 
its being laid before the king. You fee how the chancellor a&s. -If he has 
liberty to go on in the way he does, it is every way poffible, that fomething 
may happen that will be difagreeable in the progrefs of the king’s bufinefs; 
yett I hope, with the help of the faithfull fervants of the king, to difappoint 
all endeavours to do hurt. I am, with the utmoft truth, my lord, &c. 

I write my public letter to lord Carteret, from whom I- have not received 
one fince he left London. 

DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND'. 

Obferves that the duke of Grafton is irritated by Walpole's letters, and alarmed 
at the dijcontents in Ireland.—States the probable caufes of thofe difurbances. 
•—Hints that lord Midleton aBs in concert with lord Carteret.—Supports the 
lijhop of London, who recommends Dr. Boulton, bi/hop of Briflol for the pri¬ 
macy of Ireland- . •* 

MY 
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MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

MV DEAR. LORD, November r, 1723, 

’ J Send your lordfhip enclofed, Mr. Walpole’s to your lordfhip, in anfwer to' 
your’s of the 25th O Sober. I perceive Mr. Walpole did not think pro¬ 
per to fend your lordfliip’s letter to the duke of Grafton, and I muft own, as' 
an humble fervant to you all, I am very glad he did not. The duke of Graf¬ 
ton has wrote a very long elaborate letter to Mr. Walpole, thoroughly hurt 
and wounded at Mr. Walpole’s private letters, and taking them in a manner, I 
am very fure Mr. Walpole never defign’d them. There were indeed feveral 
expreffions, that I was forry to fee, but for the fake of our friend (who has al¬ 
ways had a good heart, and I dare fay will ever be fenlible who were, and 
are his only friends) I will attribute the caufe of them to the great diffraction 
he finds himfelf and the public affairs in in that kingdom. The melancholy 
an>d public part of the letter defcribes the difcontents in a very high degree, 
that our friends are cool, and our enemies outrageous, and that there was not 
one. man of credit in the kingdom, that would openly take upon him the de¬ 
fence of this patent, which is certainly in every article defenfible and juft, and 
can have no real objections in it, even to the Irilh, but what are the natural 
confequences of the dependency of that kingdom, which I fear too much both 
friends and foes in Ireland, are for fhaking off; and fomething mult be done, 
but God knows when or where, to prevent this growing evil. Your lordfhip 
will fee, by Mr. Walpole’s letter to lord Carteret, to what a height the com¬ 
mons are come by their laft addrefs; it is, my lord, very plain what they aim att, 
and I fend your lordfhip a copy of what the duke of Grafton fent Mr. Wal¬ 
pole, and was what was firft propofed, as you fee, by Mr. Broderick. The 
duke of Grafton fays, the beft that could be obtained, was the addrefs as it 
now ftands. 

Yout lordfhip will fee what was done in England (penfions and patent) is 
the ohjed of the.Iri'fh refentment, and I believe, if there had been nothing but 
Irifh politicks at the bottom of this attack, it would never have been brought 
to this height. Your lordfhip will recoiled;, who told you Ireland was not 
originally intended, but only the Weft Indies, who had the firft information of 
the defign’d attack, and to whom the fupporters of it in Ireland are attached 
here, and. what part of the Englifh admi-n-iftration is refle&ed upon by 
.them. 

Lord Middleton has alfo wrote a fine (but I think an infolent) letter to Mr. 
.Walpole, excufing entirely his own behaviour, laying the blame on others, 

and 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


351 


and fkreCning himfelf by the behaviour of fome, whom I fuppofe he would in- Wood’s 
finuate to be the lord lieutenant’s friends. What he Teems to wilh for, is a fa- . * ■ 

vourable anfwer from the king j and by the letters I received this morning from 1723. 
Hanover, of the 2 2d of O&ober, O. S. for Walpole, I perceive fome folks 
defigned them one, that I fuppofe would have been agreeable to them, if not 
already concerted with them. Your brother* in his to Walpole, takes great * Lord Car- 
meritt, in his not being tenacious of his own thoughtSjin his having acquiefced teret ‘ 
under your anfwer, and has fent to Mr. Walpole the draughts of his own. I 
am apt to believe, he would not fo readily have yielded, if it could have been 
avoided. Your lordfliip does undoubtedly fee and feel from whence this whole 
affair may arife. In one of the intercepted letters from fome of the foreign 
minifters, there is exp refs mention of a great lady,* that was fuppofed to have * Ducliefa 
an advantage from the patent. & en daL 

Tho’ I have already troubled your lordfliip fo long, that I ought really to 
be afhamed, I mull fend you a paper given me laft Wednefday by the 
biihop of London, the affair of the primacy of Ireland. I think it is of great 
eonfequence, and upon the whole I do not fee, what can be done better than 
what the bifhop of London propofes. . The biihop of London afts fo tho¬ 
roughly with us, and fo fenfibly, that I believe your lordfhip will be willing, 
to take his opinion. I find by him, the bifhop of Winchefter is difpofed to 
recommend Dr. Chandler, now bifhop of Litchfield, to the primacy. He is 
by no means proper. He has parts, but a very odd underftanding, will be go¬ 
verned by nobody, except the archbiihop, and fure that is not for the king’s- 
fervice: the primate is not yett dead, and fo your lordfliip has time to confider 
of it. I have not been .wanting in my endeavours to convince' the biihop of 
London,, how truly your lordfhip and Mr. Walpole are friends to him, and' 
how defirous you are in all ecclefiaftical affairs, of being direfted and advifed' 
by him. I think it has had its effe£t, and he both thinks of things and perfons- 
as we wilh. 

I begg my compliments to the good dutchefs, lady Walfingham, and if he 
deferves it , my friend the marefchal, from whom I have not had one word thefe' 
three months paft. Forgive me this long, and I doubt you will think, imper¬ 
tinent letter,, and believe me with the lincereft affe&ion.. 
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DUKE OF GRAFTON TO ROBERT WALPOLE'. 

Complains of lord Townfiend's flence.—ObJlruBions given to Wood's patent.— 
AddreJJes of both houfes.—General panic feizts even the king’s friends.— 
Bitterly reproaches lord chancellor Midleton's conduct, and requejls his 
removal.—Character and conduB of Dr. William King, archbifhop of 
Dublin . 

SIR, • Dublin, Dec. 19,1719. 

J Have been very unwilling to trouble- you with my private letters oftner 
than the neceffity of affairs, or an explanation of my own conduEt here 
abfolutely requir’d; and tho’ I have not hitherto particularly acknowledged 
the receipt of that private letter of the 26th of OEtober (the only one of that 
kind I have been favour’d with for eight weeks pail) yet beg leave to affiire 
you that I have the mod gratefull fenfe of the good offices both you and my 
lord Townfhend have done me, in malceing a due impreffion upon his ma~ 
jefty, with regard to the behaviour of a certain family here, to which is 
cheifly oweing the great obflru Elion which has been given to the king’s bufi- 
nefs this feffion, and my own continual difquietude, ever fince the beginning 
of it. I muff however confefs, that I thinke myfelf very unhappy, that araidfl 
all the difficultys I have had to ftruggle -with, I have never been favour’d with 
one line from my lord Townfhend, fmce my arrival in this kingdom, and 
my uneafinefs upon this head, can’t but be very great, as you may imagine; 
fince the only letter his lordfhip intended me, imported a diflike of my con¬ 
duct in fo ftrong terms, that in goodnefs to me, you forbore to tranfmit it. 
Your fentiments being fo much the fame, on account of my conduEt, I thought 
myfelf oblig’d to offer to his, lordfhip the fame reafons in my j unification 
-which I troubled you with, and that I might with the -greater exaElnefs inform 
you alike, I fent him the whole correfpondence which has paffed betwixt us. 
Whatever, failings I am chargeable with, I flatter myfelf, you will both impute 
them to an error in judgement only; for I proteft to you, I related fa Els with 
the ftriElefl regard to truth. 

The cheif bufinefs which has oecafioned debates in each houfe of parlia¬ 
ment fince the recefs, has been his majefly’s anfwers to the refpeElive ad- 
drefies relating to Mr. Wood’s patent. Altho’ they were in the fame terms to 
both houfes, yet there was not the fame xefpeEl paid in the houfe of commons, 

neither 
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neither in the debates, nor in the refult, as in the upper houfe, which you will Wood’s 

Patent. 

foon difcern upon reading the papers inclofed. The firft part of the refolu- 1 
tion of the commons, as farr as is fcored, was fettled at a meeting of the 17*3. 
Icing’s cheif fervants of that houfe in my clofetj all that follows was offered 
by way of amendment by the peevifh people in the houfe, which, tho’ long 
debated and ftruggled, was at laft receiv’d, the former infatuation of the 
country-gentelmen upon this fubjefl, returning fo ftrong upon them, there was 
no handing a divifion. Thofe who are more immediatly under my influence, how¬ 
ever, ftrenuoufly debated, and protefted againft the amendment, as prefcribing 
to his majefty in what manner he fhou’d proceed, after he had in the moft 
gracious and extenfive words, affured them of his doeing every thing within 
his power for their fatisfa&ion, See. 

Mr. Conolly, the chancellor of the exchequer, the attorney and follicitor 
general, and others of the beft ability and intention, found the torrent too 
ilrong to venture a divifion, tho’ they fufficiently teftified their approbation of 
the anfwer, and in my confcience were very hearty in ufeing all endeavours 
to avoid any thing in the addrefs which might carry the ieaft appearance of 
difrefpeft or diftruft, which they urg’d both in public and private, as moft 
agreable to good policy as well as duty. Indeed, as to the patent, I mull fay, 
as I formerly hinted, there was no makeing any impreffiori upon them in its 
favour, and yet ’tis certain, Mr. Conolly has loft fome ground where he us’d to 
have influence, by being reprefented as too cool in the whole courTe of this en¬ 
quiry. As it is vifible that that gentelman has not fo great an influence as for¬ 
merly, fo it is as fure, that no one perfon has a perfonal intereft equal to his. 

Such has been the management of thofe who cover’d their true defigns under 
the pretence of this greivance, that I have difeover’d fuch a pannick in the 
king’s beft freinds, that they even were apprehenfive of popular commotions. 

Letters from the electors in the country to their members, many people in 
Dublin (fome through weaknefs, others thro’ malice) flocking to the bankers 
to call in their money, or to alter their notes, which now moftly are drawn 
■with an exprefs condition, to be paid in gold or filver: many other ridiculous 
■extravagancys have prevailed not worth your notice. 

A late inftance in the houfe of commons has fliewn, that upon all points, the 
faction is not equally ftrong. Before the recefs, a pompous petition was pre- 
fented, complaining of a great greivance to the fubjeft, by a colleftor in dif- 
Craining for an arrear of quitt rent: fome ftrokes in it bore hard upon com- 
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Period Iir. miffioners of the revenue, and ’twas no fecret, that the complaint was levellh 
1720101727 . ^ Upon a full hearing and examination, the petition was vote* 

1723. fcandalous and malitious, and the temper of the houfe did not appear to tb 
difadvantage of the fpeaker, or to the fatisfa&ion of the Brodericks, who ex. 
pos’d pretty openly their malice. When the addrefs in return to the king’; 
anfwer, was refolv’d in the manner abovemention’d, Mr. Broderick affe&ed tc 
prefs the difpatch of the money bill, and had the affiirance to fay, that thi 
world fhou’d be convinc’d how fome gentlemen had been mifreprefented, a 
if they had a defign to obftruQ. the paffing that bill,, but his mouth was ftop’e 
by generall Wynn, who put him in mind of his talking in that ftyle at differen 
times in the houfe. 

The lords had a divifion upon the motion for an addrefs of thanks, 3c 
againft 7, in the laft number, the only peevifh lords worth your notice, whc 
thought, the. anfwer not fatisfa&ory, were the archbifhop of Dublin, ane 
lord Abercorn. I can’t but obferve to you, the very unaccountable beha¬ 
viour of my lord chancellor upon this occafion. At a meeting of lords, he- 
fore the parliament met, where I communicated his majefty’s anfwer, his lord, 
fhip was much upon the referve as to the anfwer- in general, and as tc 
particular parts of it then difcours’d of (for exceptions were taken by fome tc 
part of it) he ftill fended off, and' declin’d giveing a categorical. I after¬ 
wards fent for him to my clofet, and there alone with him fet forth the arts anc 
induftry which I knew were on foot to make ill impreffions on members o: 
each houfe, and the attempts, defign’d by parliamentary artifice to make the 
king’s anfwer appear lefs gracious, that as we two were his majefty’s ched 
- fervants here, I had warmly declar’d what I took to. be my duty, and that the 
fame was incumbent upon him. In fine, I infilled upon his letting me knovi 
what part he defin’d to take in. this affair. Not to trouble you with all his 
xeafonings,. "who you know is not the leaft verbofe in the world, he told me 
that he was of opinion, that the anfwer was not fatisfa&ory, that if there ihou’c 
be a divifion, he muft vote agreably to that opinion,, but that in his ftation, h< 
fhou’d decline debating on that fide of the queftion. How agreably to thi 
declaration he behav’d, give me leave to inform- you; he fhew’d the greatef 
partiality upon the wool fack, in ftateing and putting the queftion, treating, m] 
lord Kildare, who moved the thanks, and the other lords who fupported. him 
without common decency, and in fuch a. manner, that I have, heard it re- 
\ marked by all forts of people; yet when in the divifion, the lords came to tak< 
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his vote, with much unwillingnefs, after being prefs’d two or three times, he at 
length, with an ill grace, voted content, faying that he did not ufe to differ v. 
with fuch a majority, or. to that effedl. From many inftances for fome years 
paft, it is manifeft, this principle has govern’d his politicks. He throws him- 
felf amongft the majority, and then affumes to himfelf the honour of being 
clieif of that party.' This fiheffe was very remarkable the laft feffion, in the 
difpute about the Irilh bank; at firft, he warmly promoted it, but when he dis¬ 
cover ’d a flame raifed againft it, by the influence of the bankers, and other 
means, he turned lhort, and took the other fide, his kindred in the houfe of 
commons had all voted for it, and his fon vehement in the firft debates on that 
fide of the queftion in the beginning of the feffion; but before two months 
were paft, the very contrary arguments were as violently fupported. 

All refentment or prejudice apart, I may venture to affirm to you, for the 
truth of which I may appeal to the general voice of the country, that till the 
patent for the new coinage came upon the tapis, the chancellor had fewer per- 
fonal freinds than any one man in the nation. Many are attach’d to him only 
thro’ intereft, whilft he is veiled with power; fome who hated him, return’d 
to him when he was fent back from England as one of the late juftices. That 
mark of the king’s favour, believe me, has no ways conduced to the good of 
his fervice, but has artfully been made ufe of to perfuade this part of the 
world, that his lordfhip has very good fupport at court. On many different 
occafions, it has appear’d, that no regard has been had to thofe on either fide 
of the water, to whom he really owed the obligation. Notwithftanding all the 
proteftations made at that time by the chancellour, of a gratefull return, I 
confefs, I was very apprehenfive that the king’s bufinefs here wou’d receive 
no benefitt from his being reftor’d to power, but that he wou’d ufe it to difi- 
trefs my adminiftration, knowing long that his charaQer is to be falfe and in- 
folent in power, when ftript of it, the moft abjeft fubmiffivc creature alive. 
The event has apparendy juftified that opinion. His lordfhip and his fa¬ 
mily have fometime been fhakeing hands with the torys here. Great com¬ 
plaints of very improper perfons being put into the commiffion of the peace, 
before he laft went into England, reach’d me whilft I wasthere; and I have been 
fince affur’d, that amongft the feverall new converts from popery made juf¬ 
tices, fome were fo lately become fuch, that gentlemen of the country were 
ftrangers to their converfion, till they found them in the commiffion. Some 
pafl'ages, at a full committee of the commons this feffion, in a matter depending, 
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Period III. relating to a new convert juftice, gave him great apprehenfions leaft an en 
1720101727. q £ t |j at fhou’d b e f e£t on f oo£) which occafion’d him to defire 

i 7 2 3 - vifit from a member of diftin&ion, in which he gave fuch aflura trees, an' 
made fuch excufes, as wou’d very ill become a minifter, who had nothing t 
reproach himfelf with upon that head. 

After haveing thus particularly and juftly expofed to your view the behaviou 
of this lord, I fubmit it to you, whether the continuance of him in employmen 
can confift with the king’s intereft and fervice here. If better judgment 
fhou’d determine It otherwife, it is my duty to offer this advice; if the chan, 
cellour is not changed, the reft of the king’s chief fervants muft, or there wil 
be a perpetual diftraftion in his affairs, there being fcarce one of thofe atpre- 
fent in employment, who will freely open himfelf before him in any confuta¬ 
tions, and this they have declared to me. His lordfhip will govern abfolutely 
or he will either betray or difturb, of which every government here had ex- 
perience fince the king’s acceflion. It is the opinion of fome of the wifef 
and beft affe&ed in this country to the prefent eftablifhment, that a chancel- 
lour fhou’d always be fent from England; it has ufually been the policy anc 
the praQice. Lord Sunderland carried the compliment to this country toe 
far by choofeing out of the natives all the cheif, and moft of the other judges 
and the bifhops too, which has been attended with very mifeheivous confe- 
quences to the Englifh intereft; for tho’ I don’t complain of being diftrefs’c 
by others of the country in high Rations, as I have reafon to doe of the chan- 
cellour, yet I am little beholden to fome of them for their affiftance. I fef 
too plainly that they ufe the power which the crown bellows, to ferve their pri¬ 
vate views and interefts, and each affefts to have a party of his own to play of 
as occafion ferves, in order to he efteem’d fignificant, and necelfary to the go¬ 
vernment. If, fir, I am fo happy as to have your concurrence as to the ne- 
ceflity of a new chancellour, I befeech you to make an early choice of -a pro¬ 
per perfon. It may not pofftbly much import the king’s fervice, whether this 
change be made fome months fooner or later after the conclufion of the fef- 
fion; but when I affure you, that my honour, credit, and reputation depenc 
upon its being done before I leave the kingdom, I am perfpaded you wil 
not be indifferent, of which you have been pleas’d to give me fo kind ar 
afiurance in your letter of the 3d of Oflober. It is the common topick o: 
all companys here, that this event will fliew who has the moft credit at St, 
James’s, my lord chancellour or my lord lieutenant. Whether it is moft pro- 
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per to put the great feal into the hands of a new chancellour, or keeper, or Wood’s 
into commiffion, I fubmit to your judgment; but be it one way or other, if it t Patent ’ 
is to be, it will avoid much difficulty to determine it before the appointment of 1723. 
the new lords juftices at my return. 

I forbear to recommend to you any perfons for that truft, fince you are 
well able to judge who are moft deferving of it, from the accounts I have given 
you of the behaviour of the moft eminent people; only a few words may be 
neceffary to let you into the char after of the archbifhop of Dublin, not re-- 
membering that I have made mention of him this feffion; and he is of as un¬ 
common a mixture as moft people I know. He is very indifcreet in his ac¬ 
tions and expreffions, pretty ungovernable, and has fome wild notions,- 
which fometimes make him imprafticable in bulinefs, and he is to a ri¬ 
diculous extravagance, national. Upon fome points (of which the jurif- 
diftion of the houfe of lords is a principal one) he loofes both his temper 
and his reafon. Before the opening of the feffion, at a meeting, where 
my fpeech was to be communicated, and confider’d, he ufed fome very inde¬ 
cent expreffions, objefting to the words, a happy people: he faid, thofe of 
this nation could not be efteem’d fuch, for that fince the king’s acceffion, by an 
aft of the legiflature of another kingdom, they were in fome refpeft put under 
flavery, with other unguarded expreffions, and wild arguments to the fame ef- 
feft. In the committee of lords to draw up the addrefs to his majefty, hit- de- - 
bated and divided again ft the word happy, ufeing the fame arguments, tho-’ I- ! 
beleive in public not quite in fo harffi terms as before. As I thought it pro¬ 
per to lay this behaviour before you, fo in juftice to him, I rauft inform' you, . 
that he is very well affefted to the king, and hearty in fupporting the prefent' 
fettlement of the crown, and and an utter enemy to the pretender and his 
caufe. He is charitable, hofpitable, a defpifer of riches, and an excellent 
bilhop, for which reafons he has generally the love of the country, and a great 
influence and fway over the clergy and the bifhops who are natives; to thofe 
who are fent over from England, he does not (hew much curtefie. I wilh I 
could have made this letter fhorter, but the nature of the matters I was to lay 
before you, and the time drawing near againft which the proper meafures are ' 
to be taken, not admitting of it, I hope I may be forgiven; efpecially fince I 
don’t forefee that I can again trouble you with fo tedious a letter. The pre¬ 
fect ftate of our affairs are before you, and I leave the reft to your judgement, 
your care, and your freindlhip. When you favour me with your anfwer and ’' 
determination, I will thereupon, according to the ufual form, write to my 

lord 
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Period III. lord Carteret a letter, to be laid before the king, recommending the perfons 
1720 to I 7 2 7 - w ] 10 p na p f eem proper to be appointed lords juftices. I take the liberty to 
1723. fend you the Hate of the cafe ■with regard to the bill before you, to prevent 
the farther growth of popery, as I have received it from fome of the chief of 
the judges and king’s council. The houfe of commons have much at heart 
that bill. It has been mended iince it came from them, as commonly their 
bills want to be : poffibly you may flill make it better; but-if a bill fhou’d not 
pafs, I fear it wou’d be of very ill confequence, the prefent laws being fo 
evaded, that the popilh preifts dayly increafe, and keep up fuch a fpiritt of 
rebellion amongft the people, as may fometime be very troublefome, if not fatal 
to the government. 


DUKE OF GRAFTON TO ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Cppofes the jirfi resolution to inquire into the conduB and abjence of the lord 
chancellor.—Privately fupports it when introduced.—Vote of cenfure paffes 
the houfe of lords.—Counter motion in his favour paffes the commons .— Ad~ 
drefs to the lord lieutenant. 

SIR? December 26, 1723, 

J^INCE I finifh’d my very long letter to you fome days agoe, which has been 
detained, by reafon all our boats were on your fide till yefterday, that we 
receiv’d four mails together, fome very extraordinary occurrences here, oblige 
me to trefpafs more upon your patience by another letter, the fubject matter 
not allowing me to bring it within the compafs of a poftfcript. 

By the refolutions tranfmitted to you with my publick letter of the fame date 
with this, you will find that my lord chancellour has beent he fubjeft of debates 
in both houfes. The complaint of a great greivance by his fo long abfence was 
pretty univerfall at my firft arrival here, an entire flop thereby of bufinefs in 
the exchequer-chamber being manifeft, his prefence being neceffary by the 
flatute in giveing judgment there, that a great delay of caiifes likewife in the 
court of chancery was occafioned by it, the judges in commiffion haveing often 
their hands full in their own courts, that many fuitors have been put to the 
expence and trouble of rehearings at his return, and farther, that a great num¬ 
ber of caufes were hurry’d over in three months after his arrival, if I am not 
miftaken or mifinform’d, about, 120 (which poffibly hereafter may find fome 
work for our houfe of lords in England) this matter was under the confedera¬ 
tion 
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tion of feme lords at a private meeting about a week before the lafl recefs, 
where it was refolv’dto move the houfe, that a day be appointed to enter into ^ 
an enquiry of this nature. In civility to me, my lord Fitzwilliams inform’d 
me of the defign, and as I apprehended, by the cohfent and delire of the lords 
at that meeting, adding, that ’twas hoped I wou’d n6t interpole my influence 
to obftruft an affair of fo great confequence to the nation; that I had little 
reafon to fereen a man who had been fo inftrumental in difquieting me this 
feffion, inlinuating too, that the iffue of this enquiry might favour me in any 
views I might have to- doe myfelf juftice. My anfwer was, that I was very 
fenfible what difturbante I had receiv’d from that quarter, and therefore, 
could not be fuppos’d to have partiality or tendernefs for that family. That 
their behaviour was too notorious not to have reached the king’s ear, whofe 
fervice had. fuffer’d io much through their caballs, yet, that it was now my 
duty and cheif aim to conduQ the king’s bulinefs thro’ the feffion with as 
much difpatch and tranquillity as I was able; and however undeferving I might 
thinke him to continue in his majefty’s fervice (of which he was the belt judge 
when this lord’s adlions Ihou’d be laid before himj whilft he was in it, I could 
not confent to an attack of this kind, and thereforeuntreated my lord'Fftz- 
williams to lay alide this 1 defign for my fake, and to prevail with the archbiffiop 
of Dublin, and other lords to gratify me fo far. They complyed with my re¬ 
quest, and I was in hopes that they would not have reviv’d-their firft intention, 
but about ten daysagoe, they enter’d into a frefh engagement, to fet a foot the 
enquiry ; lince the money bill was gone through both houfes, the addreffes to 
the king paffed, and all the material bufinefs relating to the king over. Ac¬ 
cordingly they made their motion, notwithftanding. all the arguments I could 
urge to diffuade them from it. I did not ceafe my endeavours to the laft mo¬ 
ment, for that very morning,. I fen t my lord Shannon, the bilhop of Ferns* 
and my cheif fecretary to the houfe, to pray them to defift, but ineffedtually. 

I had many reafons, abftradled from the king’s affairs, which mov’d me to 
difeourage this undertaking. I have no great dependance upon the veracity 
of the people of this country, or of their conftancy to their engagements* 
and indeed I cou’d not wifh my good lord’a vidtory, through a failure of 
either, or a want of management in conducing, the affair. I imagin’d the 
worldvwou’d thinke, that I had fet the profecution on foot, to make the way 
more eafy for his-removal; whereas I did not thinke fuch an aid wanting or 
neceffary after his- late addons; and if he had been acquitted, it might have 
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Period III. given fome little ftrength to his intereft, -which I hope he wants. I was fen* 

1720 toijzj. too ^ t | iat j or( j Fitzwilliams, who was at the head of this charge, was piqu'd 

.... 

1723. at"fome unbecoming treatment he had received from the creatures of this lord 
in the other houfe, whilft the popery bill was depending, and tho’ his ahilitys 
are great, his popularity is not fo, and his appearing foremoft wou’d not in- 
•creafe the chancellour’s enemy s; it proved fo in the fequel in another place. 
Matters being come to this pafs, entirely againft my confent and opinion, as I 
Solemnly averr to you, fo I will ingenuoufly confefs to you, that when fome 
particular lords of my Friends came to me, and fhew’d a difpofition to ad agre- 
.ably to my fentiments, I told them that I had no -reafon to wifh the chancellour 
.any new triumphs, nor wou’d I deli re them to fpare him a mortification, pro¬ 
vided all due regard was had to the king’s commands to him as his fervant, and 
that nothing was pufh’d which might wound his prerogative, or hurt his fer- 
vice. This -proceeding took up all Saturday till eight, and Munday till eleven 
■o’clock at night. Upon the reports, proxys were not ufed, otherwife the re- 
folutions had pafs’d by a far greater majority. The numbers in the feveral 
•devifions were about 21 to 10. The inclos’d paper, contains the lords in the 
firft njateriall devifion; and I can’t but obferve to you, what ftrength he had 
from his new allys, thofe mark’d with the crofs being ftaunch to the fame caufe 
our Mr. Shippen has at heart. 

The tranfa&ion mentioned in the houfe of lords, gave rife to the motion 
made in that of the commons on Munday, which ended in the refolutions which 
you receiv’d, by this mail, without ,a devifion. A ftrid call of the houfe being 
sever fix days before, a number of members gone out of town, yet many kept 
in it by thofe who had in view to attempt fomething counter to what might be 
srefolv’d in the affair to come under confederation elfewhere, the chief bufinefs 
; befare them being difpatch’d, and the recefs .being expeded even to begin on 
Munday, made it feem to be the moll favourableopportunity to obtain a feather 
of this kind lor my lord chancellour, who in the eyes of the vulgar wou’d 
appear to be juftified in the opinion of that houfe, - which will generally carry 
fhe greateft weight, yet the moft judicious part of the world will diftinguilh 
and obferve, that by a general compliment he is dear’d, where he was not ac¬ 
cus’d, aad where no part of his miniftry was under a regular and due exami¬ 
nation. Thofe who oppos’d comeing to this refolution at that time, as not ripe 
for it, avoided perfonal reflexions, or takeing to peices the charader of this 
lord, but urg’d that a day fhou’d be appointed to .take into confideration fuch 
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matters as might lead them to this queftion, that fuch a method wou’d tend 
moft to that lord’s honour, and to the honour of their own proceedings, that ; 
they hoped, therefore, that this queftion wou’d be for the prefent withdrawn, 
otherwife that the previous queftion might he putt, the promoters of this com¬ 
pliment beleiving, they cou’d never have fuch an advantage again, adher’d to 
their motion, and omitted no infinuations nor popular arguments to impofe 
upon thofe who of late they have found' weak enough to receive any impref. 
Sons. They went back to the behaviour of this lord, whilft he was for many 
many years a member of that houfe, and part of that time had fill’d the chair, 
appealing to the journals for the fenfe of the commons with regard to his be¬ 
haviour in the worft of times, and reminding them of his fteddy adherence to 
the proteftant fucceflion, and dangers he had expos’d himfelf to for the fupport 
of it. That whenever he had been call’d by his majefty to another kingdom, 
the intereft of Ireland was always at his heart, enumerating feveral particu¬ 
lars. But what was always thrown in to warm their affections, was his great 
endeavours to prevent the palling of the copper patent, hinting at fome great 
merits upon this head, which were coin’d for this purpofe, infinuations, as if 
there had not been the fame endeavours from others, or elfe furely they mull 
have have had fome effeft: thefe infinuations, I know how to underftand,' 
they not being new. Upon this laft occafion, I have lately learnt, that a beleif 
has obtain’d amonglt feveral of the Weft Saxons of this country, that my. 
lord chancellour refus’d to put the great feal to this patent, if to be pafs’d in 
Ireland, according to the firft intention, for that he had been founded there- 
npon when in England. 

Folly did not only difcover itfe-lf in the courfe of this debate, for roguery, 
too had its part, fome makeing great encomiums upon his lordlhip, who ufed 
to talk very indifferently of him, and who particularly had exclaim’d againft 
him for his behaviour and abfence as chancellour. Some perfifted a good 
while to have the previous queftion put, being more fanguine than tbeir friends, 
who advifed dropping it, rather than have any devifion at all: for my part, I 
thinke the latter reafon’d beft, being firmly of opinion, that during the prefent 
phrenzy which reigns, nothing can be carried; the peevifhnefs feems to me to 
be equal to, if not furpaffing that which appear’d in another place upon the 
affair of the South Sea. In plain terms, whilft the chancellour is in power, and 
this prejudice prevails, all influence is loft, and I can expeCt no good from 
them, and heartily wifh I had done with them, till which I fliall continue to 
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Period III. live in a fort of a feaver. Before I conclude this article, I will inform you, th; 
1720 to 1727 .indecent language was us’d towards the lords, that might have an ill cor 
1723. fequence, if the recefs had not come on, and the king’s bufinefs pretty ne; 
over. Indeed thofe inflamers met with fome cheque, as did others a prett 
rough one, who infinuated as if the enquiry in another houfe againft this lor< 
was let on foot by a greater perfon, and a paralel was drawing betwixt th 
' and an enquiry which had been fet a foot againft lord chancellour Porter b 
lord Capel; there being, as ’twas faid, a conteft between them for power ; 
court. Mr. Hopkins interrupting this harangue, by fpeaking to order, th 
houfe was fo gratious to me, as to fhew a great diflike to that treatment of m< 
and one gentleman of that fide the queftion, was heard afterwards to fay, that h 
had good grounds to be perfwaded, that the enquiry began in the other houft 
was not with the approbation of my lord lieutenant. My lord Allen, in th 
houfe of lords, and his two fons (Talkers) in the other houfe, are amongll thof 
who feem to have no other reafon for takeing my lord chancellour into thei 
proteQion, but out of hatred to lord Fitz william^ the two Allens have re 
markably, in former occafions, made war upon the Brodericks 3 and one 0 
them this feffion brought in a bill, in the preamble of which, my lord chancel 
lour was ftruck at in fo indirect and unfair a manner, that his great eft adver 
farys thought it molt becomeing to drop the billthis may give you a little tafti 
of our patriots. 

On Fryday laft.in the houfe of commons, the queftion was propofed (whicl 
1 herewith inelofe) to give me thanks. By the timeing of it, and the terms of par 
of it, you will guefs it was not defign’d to doe me real honour, before I tel 
you, that it was mov’d by one of my greateft oppofers, who, notwithftandin| 
that all my freinds defir’d that compliment might be defer’d till the ufual am 
proper feafon, wou’d not confent to wave it, without the previous queftion 
So far the civil -banter was carried, and Mr. Broderick fpoke often againft thi 
previous queftion, but when he found the treatment the houfe gave it, and tha 
their fenfe appear’d,, that it ought not to be in the votes, he left his courtl] 
freinds to devide by themfelves, who were twelve in number, and fat ftill him- 
felf, as did fome of his father’s dependants with the other fide, who were 126 
My kind endeavours to prevent the. f affing the patent , is defign’d by the quef¬ 
tion, to carry both malice and irony at the fame; notwithftanding the ehan- 
cellour’s feeming victory in the houfe of commons, I don’t retraCt my opi¬ 
nion in relation to his credit in the kingdom. Whoever fees him diveftee 
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of power, and the mighty danger of what they are frighten’d with, over, will 
find him no favorite. It is not long fince he was the reverfe of it to my u 
knowledge. 

The uncertainty where my letters may now find my lord Townfhend, makes 
me not write to him. I queftion not but that you will communicate to his 
lordfhip the contents of my prefent difpatches, when you meet. 
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LORD CARTERET TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTON* 
The king dijfatisjied at lord Midleton's conduft. 


HX lord, 


Whitehall, Jan. 7, 17213—44 


H IS majefty has commanded me to acquaint your grace, for your own pri¬ 
vate information, that he is very much diffatisfy’d with the behaviour of my 
lord chancellor of Ireland, to whole public conduct, as well as fecret influences, 
your grace imputes the unquietnefs of the feffion; his -majefty will {hew his 
refentment in a proper manner, by refuming the feals; but bis majefty directs 
your grace not to mention this matter to any body whatfoever at prefent. 


Pipers. 

Copj. 


ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE PUKE OF NEWCASTLE, 

Deems it imprudent to force the Irijh to take the coin.—Thinks it necejfary to 
remove the lords jujlices in due time.—Propofes that the lord lieutenant 
Jkould immediately proceed to Ireland. 

MY LORD, Houghton, Sept, i, 1724. 

J Had late laft night the honour of your grace’s difpatch, with the feveral Hardwickei 
letters and papers from Ireland inclofed, and confefs I was not a -little PAners ‘ 
furprized at the contents of them. It is not new to fee fmall matters aggra¬ 
vated and carried to a very great height, but thefe things feldom happen by 
chance, and when there is in reality little or no reafon to complain, nothing but 
fecret management and induftry can kindle a general flame in a kingdom- 
That this is the cafe in Ireland, I have never doubted from the firft beginning 
of the clamour about the copper coinage, and hope I fhall be excufed in fay¬ 
ing, that I verily believe nothing btit the king’s authority being underhand 
employed againft him, could have brought matters to this extremity. But I 
prefume it is not at prefent fo much our bufinefs to confider frorp what fecret 
Springs and caufes the mifehief has arifen, as to endeavour to apply a proper 
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Period III. remedy. The popular frenzy and averfion to the taking this money, 1 1 
afraid, is now carried to fuch a degree, that it will fcarce be prudent to < 
1724. tempt the forcing their inclinations, efpecially where they are fupported a 
countenanced in their obftinacy by their governors, and thofe that are in a 
thority under his majefty. For how is it poffible that the king’s pleafu 
Ihould be known, much lefs that it ihould be obeyed by the people, when t 
lords juftices refufe to fignify his majefty’s pleafure to the people, and t 
council breaks up without coming to any refolution, when the king’s orde 
are under their confideration. This makes it impracticable to hope to chan 
the minds of the people; and to repeat the orders of the king to the lor 
juftices, when they have already told you in effetl, that they will not ob< 
them, is but a fecond time to expofe the king’s honour, without airy hopes < 
fuccefs. 

At the lame time, I cannot but be of opinion, to fuffer the lords juftices ; 
continue in authority under fuch a behaviour, is at once to give up all tl 
power and authority of the crown of England from this time for eve 
And as I am not able to fey immediately what other perfons may be thoug 
proper to fupply their places, to remove them avowedly and exprefly for th 
behaviour, would poffibly make them fo popular all over the kingdom, th 
with the intereft and influence they have already, they might be' able to rendi 
the king’s government abfolutely impracticable, and I think therefore the on' 
expedient is, to fend over immediately the lord lieutenant, whofe prefence h 
formerly been generally thought neqeflary, but in times of difficulty or di 
order, ought never to be difpenfed with; and this particular cafe feems moi 
than ordinarily to require the prefence of the lord lieutenant. For as it 
plain no Iriffi man will venture to Item this torrent, nor even go fo far as 1 
endeavour to bring the people to a little temper and moderation, that the 
might hear reafon, the chief governor of Ireland, who muft be fuppofed 1 
have the honour and intereft of his majefty, and this kingdom, firft and mo 
at heart, and not being a native of Ireland, will be free from that prejudk 
and partiality which has been the only caufe of all this diforder, will properl 
exert his authority, bring the people to a temper and a fence of their dut; 
and convince them of the great error and infatuation that they at prefent It 
hour under. Thefe confiderations, make me humbly of opinion, that the on' 
expedient at prefent, is to fend over immediately the lord lieutenant, and 
his majefty Ihould be of that opinion, I hope the common pretences for dela 
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of equipage, &c. would not be admitted. How far this meafure will anfwer Wood’s 
expe&ation, I dare not take upon me to anfwer, for ifc depends entirely upon . Pa,tent '- , 
the conduQ; and difpofition of the lord lieutenant; but I think it is all that 1724. 
can be done at prefent. 

I (hall have been a week here to-morrow, and have been very much taken 
up in looking into my fon’s affairs, which a five years minority has left in bet¬ 
ter order then was to be expefted from fuch a circumftancej and I hope in 
this week, I lhall be able to go through the greateft part of it, and leave this 
place at the beginning of next week, and I hope his majefty will have the 
goodnefs to excufe this necelfary abfence from my duty. 

ME. I. PORTER, MAYOR OF DUBLIN, TO THE LORDS JUSTICES 

OF IRELAND. 

Has prof edited the pullifier of a /editions pamphlet . 

(Qftober 17, 1724 ) YOUR excellencies having alfo defired to know of Hardwicke 
me what was-done in fupprelfing feditious pamphlets, I muft inform your ex- Papers, 
celleneies, that upon the 24th of September laft, the publishers of a feditious Copy. 
pamphlet, inti tied “ The Prefent Jiate of Ireland confdered , in a letter to the 
Rev. Dean.Swift, by a true patriotf were apprehended and bound over to 
appear at the king’s bench term, and a warrant iffued againft the reputed 
author, who cannot be yet taken, and the printers of fome newfpapers have 
been alfo apprehended, and bound over to appear at the king’s bench, by the 
prefent lord mayor, for fome fcandalous and feditious paragraphs in their pa¬ 
pers, the fupprelfing of all fuch feditious papers and pamphlets, by difcover- 
ing and punilhing the authors, printers, and publifhers, was alfo given in 
charge to the grand jury, by the recorder at the quarter feffions, purfuant to 
your excellencies dire ft ions. 


LORD CARTERET TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Cenfures Swift's pamphlet.—The archlifhop of Dublin defends it.—Is deter¬ 
mined to proceed againjl the author, if he is difcovered. 


MV LORD* Dublin Caftle 0£tober 31, 1724. 

J Yefterday received a vifit from the archbilhop of Dublin, who after dif- 
courfing of the affairs of this kingdom in a very extraordinary manner, ac¬ 
quainted 
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Period III. quainted me, that the perfon who wrote the pamphlet mentioned in the order 
council and proclamation, which I tranfmitted to your grace in my letter 
.1724. of the twenty-eighth, had fome thoughts of owhing, and even declaring himfelf 
to be the author of it: the archbifhop added, that he believed in the prefent 
conjun&ure, the author might fafely put himfelf upon his country, and Hand 
his tryal, fence it was generally underftood, that his crime -was a writing againft 
the halfpence. I told his grace, if he would know my opinion, it was this j that 
no man in the kingdom, how great and confiderable foever he might think 
himfelf, was of weight enough to ftand a matter of this nature. But if the 
author defired to have the glory of taking it upon himfelf, he would do well 
•to apply to the chief juftice of the king’s bench. I told him further, that the 
libel contained fuch feditious, and in my opinion, treafonable matter, as called 
upon a chief governor here, to exert.his utrooft power in bringing the author 
of it to juftice. 

The event of this is uncertain, but I mull acquaint your grace, and beg 
you will lay it before die king, that.if the boldnefs of this author fliould be fo 
great as the archbilhop intimates, I am fully determined to fummon him before 
the council; and tho* I Should not be fupported by them as I could wife, yet I 
lhall think it my duty to order his being taken into cuftody, and to detain him, 
if I can by law, till his majefty’s pleafure, lhall be further fignified to me. For if 
his offer of bail Ihould he immediately accepted, and he forthwith let at liberty, 
•after fo daring an infujt upon his majefty’s government, it is to be appre¬ 
hended that riots and tumults will infue, and that ill difpofed perfons will run 
after this author, and reprefent him to be the defehder of their liberty, which 
the people are falfely made to believe is attacked in this affair of the half¬ 
pence. I confulted my lord chief baron Hale, who thinks the cafe, if it 
ihould happen, fo extraordinary as to become a matter of Hate, and require the 
•utmoft rigour. My lord juftice Whitlhed, who is likewife very zealous in 
this affair, fays, that the prefent ferment in which the people are, Ihould be 
laid out of die cafe, and that the government Ihould neither do more or lefs 
upon that occafeon, but a£t with regularity and firmnefs. Fie faid this upon my 
intimating that I did not know but it might be neceffary, if the author fliould 
be fo bold as to declare himfelf, to detain him in cuftody under a guard, till 
his majefty’s pleafure Ihould be taken upon this affair, in which the peace of 
She kingdom is fo much concerned. My lord Shannon was the firft perfon 
who acquainted me, that lie had received intelligence that this matter was 

under 
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tinder the deliberation of feveral confiderable perfons in this city, but neither 
he or I could give entire credit to it, till I received this vifit from the< 
archbifliop. 

*Tis the general opinion'here, that doftor Swift is the author of the pam¬ 
phlet, and yet no body thinks it-can be proved upon him; tho’ many believe 
he will be fpirited up to own it. Your grace may fee by this, what opinion 
the archbifbop of Dublin and Swift have of the humour of the people, whofe 
affections they have exceedingly gained of late, by inveighing againft the half¬ 
pence. I here fend your grace a large edition of the declaration contained 
in the news-papers, tranfmitted to you rn my laft letter, which is now printed, 
as I am told, to be put into frames, hung up in every houfe. The names I 
have marked, are the privy council. I muff entreat your grace to let me 
know his majefty’s fenfe upon this, and my former letter, as foon as your grace 
conveniently, can. 

ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Defires that three penfions of i,oOo /. for eight years, may be granted to William 
Wood, for furrendering the patent, infiead of one of 3,000 1 . 

(London, October 12—21, 1725.) HIS majefty, before he left England, 
figned a warrant for granting a penfion of 3,000/. per annum, on the eftablifh- 
ment of Ireland, to Thomas Uvedale, efq. which was to him in trull; for Mr. 
Wood, for the furrender of his patent. That warrant is ftill in my hands, and 
is not to be given out till all difficulties in the parliament of Ireland are over. 
Mr. Wood has now been with me, to delire that the penfion of 3,000/. per 
annum to Mr. Uvedale, may be turned into three penfions of 1,000 1 . per an¬ 
num, for the fame kumber of. years, which he defires, for the greater con- 
veniency of difpofing of it to the belt advantage, finding it very difficult, and 
almoft impracticable to part with the whole in one fum, which being divided 
into three parts, may be eafily had. I therefore fend your lordffiip three war¬ 
rants for 1,000 L per annum, each for eight years, which I defire your lordfhip 
will prefent to his majefty.to be figned; and upon the return of them, I wilt 
cancel the former warrants, and keep thefe in my cuftody, .until it lhaU be gro-r 
per to give them quu 


367 

Wood’s 

Patent. 

- , -# 

1725* 


Hardwick# 

Papers. 


Extract 


Copy* 


MO WERT' 



368 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

1720 to 1727. 


1725. 

Walpole 

Papers* 


Extract* 


Cofy. 


Succefs of oppofition in the Irijh houfe of commons, owing to the Brodricks. 

(London, Nov. 29—Dec. 10, 1725.J YOUR lordflhip will have heard 
-of the mifcarriage of the king’s bufinefs in the parliament of Ireland; it is 
moll plain that the Brodericks deceived my lord lieutenant, after the moll 
politive promifes of fupporting him in all his queftions. The ill confequence 
■that will follow from this difappointment, may very much affefit his majefty’s 
affairs, if there fhould be any trouble in Ireland, by the army being ill paid. 
Of this .the opppfers of the king’s meafures feem fenfible, and as I am in¬ 
formed, think of applying a remedy, before they rife, as bad as the difeafe, 
which is by addreffing the king to ftop all payments upon the civil lift, and pen- 
fions, until the army is paid up and clear’d, a dangerous precedent, if ’tis at¬ 
tempted. But ’tis to be hoped this defign may be laid afi.de, as fome others 
very mad ones have “been, which in their heat they had refolved, and upon 
cooler thoughts were dropt, which is very certain; in the prefent temper, 
whatever is moved for againft the government, will be carried. 


2. Correfpondence between lord chancellor Midleton , Thomas Brodrich, and 

Saint John Brodrick. 


• His fecond 
ion. 


LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO ALAN* BRODRICK. 


Account of the oppofition to Wood’s patent.—Of the addrefjes which paffed loth 
'.houfes. — A-bfurd.method of carrying Wood-’s patent into execution. — Negli¬ 
gence in miflaying the patent.—Indifcretion of Wood.—Falfe and exaggerated 
reports.' 

DEAR NAMESAKE, , -Dublin, Sept. 30, 1723. 

Midleton ON Saturday I fent your uncle the addreffe, which the houfe of lords agreed 
Papers. , t o make to his majeftye, about the copper halfpence coyned by William 
Wood for this country. Both houfes of parliament were of one mind, that 
hk majeftye had the good of the kingdome in his view, and that he was in¬ 
formed, that the coyning fuch a number of halfpence as Wood was empower-, 
ed to coyne, would be for the benefit of it; but they were alfo of opinion, 
(that his majefty had been mifinformed, very much to the detriment of Ireland, 

and 
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and to the advantage of Wood, arid) thole concerned with him in the profit 
that would accrue by the coynage of foe great a fume of bafe money. Soe i 
both houfes have applyed to his majeftye for protection, and that he would 
prevent foe great an evil from falling upon us: but I cannot but fay, I think 
the- lords have done it* in a more handfome and agreeable manner’then the 
other houfe. They fay for therqfelves, that '.at the time the lords addreffed, 
the commons had adually. delivered their addreffe, and that the upper houfe 
was not at that time fo much in fear as the commons were (while their ad~ 
drelfe was flill under confideration) leaft the projed might take place: but 
that the lords-believed all would doe well, when the commons -had with foe 
much zeal expreffcd their-deteftation of> Wood’s fcheme, which gave the lords 
a fair handle for being very temperate .-in their application. It is’certain 
that the .neceffity of the thing (which both; houfes were equally ferifible of) ex¬ 
torted from them the. applications to his majeftye, being .very unw-illing to ap¬ 
proach his. majeftye with any thing in nature of a complaint. We read over 
all the letters and papers relating ito this affair on Wednefday 25 September, 
and adjourned the confideration : of : tbetn, and v the debate till the following 
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day. ' ' .' r . •' ' 1 ■ '• 

;You fhall foon have copies of fome pretty extraordinary letters, which were 
proved before us, and read, in which fame perfons 1 are named, who doe afliire 
us here, they know nothing ! of the matter. But Wood muff be a-very filly 
fellow to order his correfpondents to apply to men -for advice-and affiftance 
in forwarding the projeft, who are perfe&ly Grangers >to the thing;; I told you , 
in. my poftfcript, under the copy of our addreffe, that two lords named in it, 
were inftrumental in foftning matters, by which ! meant in' the' wording the 
addreffe: ;but I think I, miy,; without vanity, fay I prfeffed'-the .prudence arid 
neceflitye of our approaching the king in' the' mo ft htimble and dutiful manner, 
as far as any lord in the lioufe.did,' and I believe, with as much-fucceffe. I 
hope his majeftye’s goodneffe will incline him to give us fuch an anfwer as 
(we hope) we may reafonably cxpeflt,. confidering that we think, withdilt' fuch 
an application to him, we imuft have .been ruined'e and that we may have the 
fatisfaQion to hear' w.hatrwe; have been obliged ta do in this unhappy affair, 
is not taken .to be the refuk of any.-inciinatiori. to complain unneceflarily. 
The fooner fuch an, anfwer comes-over, the more chearfully will all matters 1 of 
the feffion proceed. It is very mortifying to us, that the. next feffion after the 
bank was attemptedamong -us, we. Ihorild be forced to ftruggle with the cop- 
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Period III. if Mr. Wood be a man who had deferved well, of the crown, fome other me* 
1720101727 . cou y have been f ounc j t0 rew ard his merit. 

1723. , ' 

LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

Dejires him to inform Mr. Walpolethat the Irijk ■ are determined; not to receive 
Wood’s coinage;—Bad management of that affair.—Cenfures the indifcreeP 
conduB of the loti lieutenant. . ' 

Midleton (Dublin, November 1, 1723.) * * * * I Doe believe people will be lefle 

Papers. cur j ous t h en they have been, for fome time paft, to know gentlemen’s thoughts' 
about the proceedings of our parliament, with refpeft.to the copper money in¬ 
tended for us, an Afor-our good.. . For our fenfe of,that matter, is fo fully un- 
derftood, that there needs.no induftry to be ufed to know the thoughts of every* 
man in the kingdome, who hath a dram of fenfe, or a penny of money, or the 
leaft love for the countrey. I have feen a paper well written (as far as I can 
judge) upon that fubjefl, which- from the manner, I conclude is intended for- 
the preffe; but I have nqt been able to get a copy of it: for which my friend*, 
in whofe hand I faw, it,- gave me this reafon. He faid, that as he never had 
contributed to the railing orincreafing the heats which had hapned by occafiont 
of this copper money, foe he refolved not to doe-any thing which might con¬ 
tinue or revive them, as he apprehended giving a copy might doe,, for that 
it would not .be in his powpr. after doing foe, to prevent it 3 being, made pub-, 
lick, which he never defigned, unleffe there fhould be a neeeffitye for it, from.- 
Mr. Wood’s and.his friends hehaviour in-juftification of bis febeme. But in 
that cafe, he would fpeak. his mind in the plained and mod publick manner* 
which he declined to doe, till there was a neeeffitye for it, becaufe he fhould 
be forced to fpeak fome truths which might difoblige. I gave Mr. W..a hint, 
of my haying,feen fuch a paper,-and that I hoped to be able to fend you a 
copy, of it foon y ai\4 to have enabled you to Ihewe it to him, which I intend 
to doe as foon as poffible, and I wiffi there may not be an opportunity*;, 
fooner then I defire. For yederday my lord lieutenant delivered to me his- 
majeftye’s -anfwer -to the addrelfe of the houfe of. lords at the beginning of the 
feffions, and exp reded himfelf iathis* manner, that he had received his mar. 
jeftye s anfwer to the addrede pf the houfe of lords at the beginning of. the 

feffions. 
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feflmns, which I hoped, and was willing to underhand, meant the fevcral Wor 
addreffes oi" both bottles; the firft being only an addrelle of congratulation , * at( 
on the difeoverye and dilappointment of the defignes of his niajellyc’s ene- 172 
myes; the other againll our being mipoverifhed by Mr. Wood’s lean kino 
eating up our fatt. 

Put I foon found, that the anfwers were only to the addreffes of congrafu-* 
lation, and cannot but lay, that his grace’s manner of fpeaking, gave me leffe 
hopes ti«'n I defiled, of our foon receiving a gracious anfwvr to the other ad- 
drellcs. I (hewed how* much it imported his majeliye’.s ferviee, the good of 
the kingdome, his grace's honour, and how mm h it would be to the fatisfae- 
tion of all the king’s fervauts and well wilhers, that the lellion might have an 
eafy and fpcedy ilftie: and that to attain all thole delirable things, it were to he 
wilheil, tinit Inch anfwer mit*ht come foon, and remove the difmal apprehen- 
lions the count rev lyes under, of being ruined and impoverilhed by a thing 
which we air told is intended lor our good. Ills gi.ice’s antvver was, that 1 
might he line he w idled vu might receive itieh an anlwei : hut he guv <.* me no 
othei leaiott to think he belii veil that we weir like to receive an anlwei, filth 
as is here mu only defied, but (if I thought the exprelliou proper to be tiled) l 
might add (I think) expected. I doe not know but your plain way may doc 
his majeltye and this count rye fen iee,,il you would wait upon Mr. W. ami tell 
bint, that they doe not at 1 with candor or judgment, who think or may pretend 
to give hopes that the kittgdome is capable of being pei fwaded tu receive this 
1111 uies voluntai tiy. 11 imh people have been lound, who {01 uu 1 !y ; *.i\ e hopes 

lh.it nu tin id . might hr taken here to ton; t tie propY to t hi toppu uu mc\ , 
tin v mult now lee ihcv misjudged the th:e• 1 , .itid mult louicilc th.U they bav o 
not the power to tloevriy thing which they umlcifukr. 

[■'i n we are nut without our Iulpieitms, that hopes have been given hum 
ihi . tide, that there Humid be Inch methods taken heir, a. Humid nuke Mr. 

\\ 1 1 id’ . inotH-v lUitent: and ann>n Mi. \\ 001 1 ‘ . it m 1 to !u , lu< abet |olm 
Mi jltneux, tbeie i, an 1 xpndlion whitb p. ant Itiou g-, :b; . wav . Hut you 
m.iv .dime Mi. Walp*lr, ih.a.t all hopes wha.h may have been given, or which 
Hi,ill be given, that the propY heu. w iil to civ e them of theii own an <>rd, are 
without any hut of foundation ; nothing will ever acute a emii 111 v c oi them, 
but whut tins countrye piomiles themlclve.s they 1n.1V ncvei In in bis majeUye’ss. 
in, in. 1 will now let you into a h 1 n-t, that nothing w.n evi 1 managed with 
idle ikill then this whole affair hath ban lime it vva> fit 11 mentioned after tlui 

du ke'.-; 
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Period IH. duke’s .landing. He declared himfelf perfectly unconcerned how the thing 
ff 20 -* 0 - 72 * * went, and that he had no inftru&ions about it frona the .king, or the M-y: 

1735. but added, that honour was to be done to the king’s patent, which had paffed 
before he was made acquainted with the matter’s being in agitation. 

The exemplification of the patent, which Mr. Wood in one of his letters 
to his brother Molineux, faith he had fent by Mr. Whichcotte, my lord’s pri¬ 
vate fecretary, was not forth coming, altho’ there were forty copies in feveral 
bands in the town. But at length the exemplification was (we find) not given 
by Mr. Woods, as he faid, to Mr. Whichcotte, but to one Mr. Brumftead, a 
gentleman of the duke’s, who had miflayd it, and at length found it on the 
14th of September* among fome lumber and goods which were brought over. 
But this finding hapned to be unfortunately after my lord lieutenant had given 
an anfwer to the addreffe of the houfe of commons, in which he told them he 
bad no papers, &c. relating to it, which could give them any fatisfaction. The 
town knew how agreeable the anfwer wa6 to the majoritye of the houfe of 
commons; and I have reafon to think, my lord lieutenant was told by feveral 
that wifeed him well, that there would, be an humble application for a more 
fatisfa&ory and explicite anfwer; hut this was fortunately prevented by Mr. 
Brumftead’s finding the exemplification between the deliverye of the lord 
lieutenant’s anfwer on Saturday, and the houfe’s meeting on Monday, when 
Mr. Hopkins (as foon as the fpeaker was feated in the chair) told the houfe 
that a gentleman attended at the door with the exemplification. Now, if in- 
ftead, of three perfons going together into an upper room in Mr. Conolye’s 
houfe, on Friday the fixteenth day of Auguft (when the lord lieutenant dined 
with the fpeaker, and I had the honour to be of the company) the number 
had been made foure, it is very poflible that a fourth man might have been 
■of opinion (fuppofing he could have been induced to have gave into the cop¬ 
per fcheme) that the way to have fucceeded, would have been to ad avowedly 
and aboveboard, and either wholly to have dropt the thing, as wholly imprac¬ 
ticable and inconvenient, or elfe to have appeared for it heartily and fairly. 
The other method was the refult of the poor temper and fpirit of one man, 
who hopes he flial'l be able to blind people as to his being a well wilher to 
die thing, and hath obtained his end of convincing one man, that he would 
doe all in his power, which indeed he hath done, and that is nothing. 

You will wonder at my mentioning three perfons going into an upper room, 
one of them I need not name"to you; but Mr. Hill was told this (in a vaunt) 

by 
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by .1 creature of Mr. C. that after the chancellor was gone away, the D.* 
the Sj>. f anti Mr. H.+ went into an upper room, and were together for two 
hours, and then fettled the meafures to he* taken in the public affairs. Indeed 
one would admire how it fhoukl he poffihlc for men who have foe many troops 
at command, fhould be foe ill generals as to receive foe many difgraees as 
our great men have done* this campaign, 'flic ttuth is, inilcad of carrying 
matters on with temper and prudence and good manners. Come gentlemen, de¬ 
pending on numbers in all events, elude to ad with hauteur,and to place in- 
dignttyex on gentlemen, who Would not hear them, ami were very able to {hew 
how ineoufiflent hu h proceedings were with the very being of parliaments. 
Givi! treatment and common countenance (hewn to your nephew, might have 
made him leffe n adv to give them the chagrin which they were often put to by 
his means. In limit, if tluy had conlidcied better, they would not have pro¬ 
voked a nun whom low of them could hold a d< hate with, nor laid him under 
ftieli impn !ii< m at a i main place , that it wa . impra< fn a* >le lor him to explain 
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hitnli If, and undeceive the uthei, v here he had been mifinformcd. It is time 
to eoneitule, and I know not bow to do it better then by faying, that in my 
opinion, thcie are feveral who will think it will he lime eramgh to pa fie thfc 
hill of lupply, when they find icafbn to think the danger of the kingtitmte front 
the coppet money h over, hut I will nut pretend to guefle at the numbers 
they may amount to. Hut of this, I am fully convinced, that a very great 
majm itye of both houfe., (if we fhould not have (he happmefle of his mujeflye’a 
gracn -us anhser to our addn lle..J will come to u iolution.s which one would 
with then- it.id s hr Hu initial' to mine to; hut v.Lot they may he, I will not 
pn fume to gmdie, kail I fhould hr thought a protnoter of them. Poflibly 
fume may think, that the lead they can dor, will be to lay thole who fhal 
cuuntcn.oue the cut rent yr of copper money, by volusu.uilv reeriving them 
it» pa\ na ot, u..«i r inch thui.wk r-, whuh lrw men woiihl willingly have fixed 
on tiu in in the bodv of the n.iiion: and I b.,u lone man talk lat> ty of feuding 
over ftane uiunhci ot both huuk.1 011 an uiaini, lot which I hope there will be 
no uccahun. Adieu. 
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Period in. Letters and extracts oj letters , from Saint John Brodrick } to lord chancellor 
1720101727. Middleton . 


I72R 

v *' Several conversations with, and remonjlrances to lord Carteret and Robert Walpole 
againjl Wood’s patent.—Speaks of the divifions in the cabinet.—Struggle be¬ 
tween Townfhend and Walpole on one Jide,. and Carteret and Cadogan on the 
other.—Various proceedings in England relating to Wood's patent. 


.Endorfed by lard Midleton—“ About my brother' s, and his difcourjing the 
minijlry on theJitbjeB of our proceedings in both houfes in Ireland." 

iMidleton (London, 11th of January, 1723-4.) MY uncle gave you an account of a 

*• Secretaries con f erence he'had with the 2 S-,* upon the fubjeft of our late proceedings in 

•Ireland, fo that I need not trouble you on that head further then to tell you, 

f The king.-that every word he faid, was that day laid before- 1 by one, in prefence of 

the other, in the plaineft manner, not without reminding him of the conftant 
-zealous affeftion of our family, See. particularly in the laft feffion here, the 
quiet and fuccefs of which, he was t.old, was in a good meafure owing to it. I 
bad yellerday a conference of near two hours with the perfon to whom you 
fometimes wrote upon this fubjeQ, and did, in the belt manner I could' open 
and explain to him the whole hiftory of our feffion, particularly with relation to 
the patent; at which he feem’d a good deal furpriz’d, and told me, I had - put 
that matter in a very different light from what it had been reprefented in by 
thofe who had tranfmitted conftant accounts of it over hither. I found, that 
every one of the refolutions had been faid to have been of mine, and confe- 
quently your framing; particularly the two which feem to have given the 
greateft offence, thofe about the notorious mifreprefentation of the ftate of the 
kingdom, and addreffing the king againft granting the power of coinage to 
any private perfon whatfoever. When I mention’d the perfon that mov’d 
them, Singleton, the meeting at the Rofe the night before we went into the 
■committee, the .manner of opening it by the chancellor of the exchequer, the 
proposing one or both thofe refolutions by Mr. Ward, and in Ihort every thing 
that was faid or paft there, which I did very fully and truly, he faid, he confeft 
fome people’s proceedings and politicks were a good deal out of his depth, 
and could hardly believe me, when I acquainted him with Mr. Upton’s motion 
at the clofe of the debate, to declare Wood incapable of any employment, pen- 

fion. 
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fion, Sec. from his majefty, fearing, as he faid, that he might be made a com- 
miffioner of the revenue, or be put upon us for a pention of 1000L per an- v 
num, as a fatisfafilion for the lofs of his patent. You may be fure I did not for¬ 
get telling him whofe creature and confident he was; nor that the queftion of 
the 150 per cent, lofs was mov’d by the king’s follicitor, member for New¬ 
town. He was very exaft about the names of the particular perfons who 
mov’d the feveral queftions, which he made me repeat two or three times; 
and affur’d me, that as my uncle had the day before told him a good deal, fo 
I had explain’d and enabled him to fay many things, which he had omitted, 
which he would not fail to reprefent to —— immediately. 

I had the fatisfaQion to be told, when I gave him an account of the firft 
matter of heat which pall in the houfe (a certain grave perfon’s moft irregu¬ 
larly calling me to order) that whatever the confequences of that behaviour 
were, he thought, the perfon who-was the occafion of them, and not I were 
anfwerable for them. When I began to enter upon the proceedings of the two 
houfes about you, he told me, I need not labour that point, for that it was 
very well underftood, and that no great llrefs was laid upon it. This is the 
fubftance of what pall between us, at leaft as much as is proper to be trailed 
to a letter that is to pafs thro’ Manley’s hands; when I can meet with a pro¬ 
per opportunity, I will write more explicitly, and let you know feveral par¬ 
ticulars, which I beleive wont difpleafe you. In general, I think our late 
proceedings will in no fort anfwer the end propos’d; but on the contrary, 
will take a very different turn from what thofe who fet them a foot expedted. 

I go very little abroad, fo can’t fend you much news. Our felfion open’d 
very quietly, not a debate upon, or negative to the addrefs, and people feem 
to think, ’twill be a very Ihort and eafy one; but of this, I don’t pretend to 
give any opinion. The town fays, lord Cadogan has Hood his ground, not- 
withllanding a very flxong attack made .upon him. The fcheme was, Cobham 
to command the army, Argyle, for the prefent, to take up with the ordinance, 
and Dorfet to be lleward. I f this had fuccecded, ’twould hardly have llopt 
there; but as it has been difappointed, people who know nothing, make va¬ 
rious conje&ures upon the confequences of it. In Ihort, we are in a llrong 
rumble here; who will turn up, God knows; particulars, you mull not expe£l 
by the poll, no more then anfwers to your letters to the perfon who is the cheif 
fubjefl of this; who bids me tell you, that writing would only prejudice you 
and himfelf, but that he is, and I verily beleive him, much your fervant. For 
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Period III. the future, I fhould advife your writing either to my uncle or me, rather theft 

J2.QK>lj2J . to him. 

Endorfed by lord Midleton—“ Had feen lord Carterett , who appeared very 
much dijfatisjied at my ufage.—Gives good hopes not to fee it continued.” 

(London, January 12, 1723-4.) I Wrote to- you by laft night’s poft, but 
having an opportunity of fending this by a private hand, Mr. Hamilton, I 
lhall mention fame things now, which in prudence I could not do yefterday, 
without repeating any thing I then wrote. You cannot imagine what anoife 
your affair has made on this fide the water, nor how ’tis refented by almoft all 
forts of people. I fpeak not my own words when I tell you ’tis the luckyeft 
incident that could have befallen lord Carteret, Roxborough, &c. who you 
may be affur’d, have and will purfue it to the utmoft with the king, whom it 
has very much Jower’i already. Thefe are the words of one of thofe lords to 
me. I need not tell you, -that the breach between thofe two lords and Mr. 
Walpole, isfo great as to be paft a poflibility of reconciliation, or even acting 
together. The former have withftood many home pufhes at them and their 
freinds at Hanover, and as I told you yefterday, have been able to fupport 
lord Cadogan, even after pofitive promifes made to the three lords, I then 
mentioned, of his employments, which has not only a good deal chagrin’d 

them, but is looktupon as a great blow to W-, efpecially, confidering the 

time of preffing and denying him this, the beginning of a feffion, when he and 
his freinds fancy they have a right to afk and infill upon any thing. He is- 
certainly a very confiderable man, and has great influence in the houfe of 
commons; hut then, many things which pafs there purely by the zeal and af- 
fedlion of gentlemen to the king’s perfon and government, are, by his crea¬ 
tures, afcrib’d wholly to his condudl and intereft. In fhort, while he purfues 
the king’s meafures, he has, no doubt, great opportunitys of ferving him, but 
if thro’ pique, or any other pretence, he fhould again think fit to oppofe them, 
he aflur’d there are gentlemen enough, even in this parliament, to do the 
king’s bufinefs, without him or his freinds, and ’tis not impoffible, but that 
you may in a little time fee what I fay come to pafs. I mention this, purely 
that you may not be under any apprehenfions from the omnipotence of his 
power; he certainly has a great deal, but your freinds have at leaft as much 
credit with the king, and are infinitely better efteem’d, by the difinterefted 
part of mankind. 
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What the event of this conteft between them will be, I can’t pretend to 
fay; and am afraid I fhall be thought to fpeak my inclinations, rather then^ 
my judgment, when I tell you I have very little apprehenfions about it, ’Tis 
certainly preft on both fxdes with the greateft application and vigour, and is a 
fair trial of their credit and intereft with the king; fo that the event of it will, 
in all probability, determine the fate of one of the partys. By all the obfer- 
fervation I could make, our freinds feem to think they have gain’d a great ad¬ 
vantage over the others, and to determine to purfue it to the utmoft; and lord 

C-went fo far t’other day, as to tell me, he did not think doing you juftice, 

by continuing you in your employments, was a fufficient reparation for an injury, 
which he thought was done and meant to die whole family, and therefore ad- 
.vis’d both my uncle and me to infill upon fome particular mark of the king’s 

favour being Ihewn one of us, and to- mention this to Mr. W-in the 

ftrongeft terms. I have great reafon to know he, Mr. W-, is both alham’d 

and uneafy about his freinds behaviour in Ireland, which has brought him into 
the greateft difficultys he ever was involv’d in fince his laft getting into the 
miniftry. For this reafon, great pains are taken to Ihift the load from our 
great man in Ireland, who pretends to difavow even the knowledge of it, and 
the whole blame is laid upon that moft inconfiderable tool of his. Jack Rugby. 
When I was told this by a very great lord and friend of theirs, I took the li¬ 
berty to fay, I could hardly beleive he was in earneft; but that if he were, he 
was not very well acquainted with the complexion of our houfe of lords, to 
imagine they dar’d have taken fuch a ftep without orders from their fuperiors, 
or that 11 billiops, and 9 temporal pentioners could have been influenced by a 
Jittle inconfiderable papift in mafquerade, whofe perfon every one of them 

hated and defpis’d. I have nothing more to add, not having feen lord C- 

fince I began my letter; only, that this day in the houfe, Mr. W— : — ap¬ 
pointed me to be with him on Wednefday morning; I fhall fay nothing with¬ 
out advice, and will give you the earlieft account of what pafles. God 
Almighty preferve your lordfliip, and difappoint the devices of all your enemiys. 

(London, February 1, 1723-4.) I Had yefterday a long conference with 
one to whom you are under very great obligations both upon this and a former 
occafion. He aflures me, that matters are upon fo good a foot, that he does 
not beleive that leaving you out of the government, will be even attempted. 
On the contrary, that orders are gone, from hence to name you, among others,' 
in the letter which is foon to be wrote. I told you, in a former, that your 
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Period III. being put in when you went over Iaft, was owing to the perfonal interefl of a 
1720^01727 .g rfiat man jjjg f re i n d, and by no means to thofe to whom you may fancy 
J 7 2 3 * yourfelf under fome obligations upon that account. If this be the fcheme 
now, you may be fure we Ihall be told the fame ftory, and with equal truth. 
Till this great point is fettled, I dont think it advifeable to infill, or even men¬ 
tion any thing elfe; but when that is over, I think we ought to fpeak plain' 
Englilh,. and infill, that as you are equal in commifixon, fo you ought to be 
in power and credit with that little fellow, who, I may venture to tell you, is now 
pretty well underflood here. If this had been done formerly, I fancy we 
Ihould not have been under fome difficulties that we have been of late. 
What gives rife to this advice at this time, is an expreffion of the perfon’s, I' 
mentioned, to me yefterday, that the king and every body here were fenfible 
where the influence and interefl; of Ireland lay, and therefore he was of opinion,, 
that thofe ought and would be employed, who were moll capable of ferving him. 
That if people could have been contented with doing the king’s bufinefs only, 
he was fenfible it might have been done in themoft unanimous and quiet man¬ 
ner; but if his majefty’s name and authority were to be made ufe of to gra- 

• Duke of tifye the private pique and refentment of-■,* he thought they were account- 

Grafton. a jjj e f or t q, e confequences, who had been prevailed on to enter into fuch weak 
meafures. Thefe are, as near as I can.recollect, his own words. There is 
very little public news ftirring: every thing goes on very quietly in parliament, 
and there is great probability of a fiiort and eafy feffion. The great ones are, to 
outward appearance, upon a very freindly foot. Towards the clofe of the 
feffion, we Ihall know how far they are fincere. The dukes of Dorfet and 

Bolton are now faid to be the competitors for our government, both W'- 

freinds, and they fay, both promifed; I am glad, however, his grace is like to 
have- a fucceffor; I doubt we Ihall never have his fellow. 

Endorfed by lord Midleton— <c That lord lieutenant's Jlay in Ireland, is in 
hopes he may Jlil attain his end , and prevent'my being left one of the lords 
jufices ; thinks he -will fail doing it.—That duke of Argyle puts in hard for 
it.—Which gives great uneafnefs to Mr. W,” 

(London, March 2, 1723-4.) I Find I made a right judgment of the 
reafons of —— {laying fo long in Ireland, when in my letter to lady Midle¬ 
ton, I told her, it mull be by direfilion? from hence, to fee whither the affair 
of the government could be carryed to fome people’s fatisfaflion, or elffe, by 
keeping poffeffion, to prevent the immediate declaring a fucceffor, and of 

courfe* 
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eourfe, receiving another year’s falary. That matter is now fully explained. Wood’s 
and gives fome people more uneafinefs then you can imagine. The conteft < - — * * 

formerly lay between his grace of B - n* and Do- t;f but of late, another 1723. 

competitor has appear’d, who declares he 'mujl not be denyed his requeft; 
you may perhaps have heard, that when a certain perfon£ parted with a gene- jDuke^f 
ral’s ftaff for one of a lefs fize, he obtain’d it upon politive affurances never Argyle. 
to expert the former, or any way to intermeddle with the army. But this is 
now explain’d, and very, reafonably, to extend only to England ; and that the 
government of Ireland could never be conftrued to be comprehended within 
the promife, being entirely a civil employment, tho’ by accident the command 
of the army is appendant to it. Without entring into the nicety of this way 
of reafoning, ’tis certain he has afkt it, and in a pretty pofitive manner, and 
thofe who bell know him, think he will not be very eafy, if denyed. On t’o¬ 
ther hand, to have an employment of fo much confequence and value taken 
out of the hands of a favourite, by fuch means, feems a little to ftrike at that 
omnipotence, upon the notion of which, a good deal of our prefent intereft is 
founded. By. this time, I beleive fome people begin to repent the taking Jir 
Simon § into fuch a degree of confidence, indeed, into the adminidration ,* be- § Lord 
caule,, if I am not mifinform’d, he has Itruck into tbis new fcheme; and if Harcourt 
people could have been prevail’d on to have {hewn a little good nature to ho¬ 
ned Harry Madrigal,|| we Ihould have had a very pretty triumvirate. But this [| Lord 
unexpe&ed incident, together with what lately pad in the houfe of commons, ®°h n gbroke> 

an account of which you will fee in lord M--’s letter, has put a dop to that 

affai r, for the prefent, at lead. Lord C-1 and his freinds feem to be perfectly 

•unconcerned in this fcrape, knowing it cannot hurt them, let it take what turn 
it will,- tho’ if- it fucceed, me mud alter dur difpofition, and take entirely new 
meafures, of which I. fliould.be glad to have your thoughts. I told you when 
I hrd came over, and obferv’d the fituation of our great men and their in— 
tereds, I was of opinion, the fullen calm and' feeming unanimity that appear’d 
at the opening the feffion, would probably end in a dorm, having learnt fo 
much fkill in navigation, as to know, one is generally the confequence of the 
other. The feffion is now fo near a conclufion, that I beleive nothing will 
appear till ’tis over; but I am drangely out in my politicks,, if the next don’t 
prove a warm one. 

Endorfed by lord Midleton —" That my brother and he had waited on and ex- 
gojhilated with the mini fry about the defign of the JO. of G. to leave me out 

of 
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Perioaill. again repeat my opinion, that however valiant and fanguine fir Owen and his 
1720to 1727 .-f re j nc [ s ma y appear, they will not even venture to propofe the leaving you out 

*7-zj. of the government, at leaft not in their publick letters. 

But to return; Mr. W-proceeded, by telling me he beleiv’d I did not 

apprehend any ill offices from one part of the mini fry i but that, whatever 
my opinion might be of them, perhaps the others were as fincerely our freinds, 
as they who made larger profeffions. I took the liberty here to interrupt him, 
by faying, I was forry to hear fuch an expreffion, which he undcrftood, I 
meant of the diffentions among the great men, and faid, the matter was pub- 

lick, and that he did not difown being upon ill terms with lord C -1. But 

I went on, and explain’d myfelf, that my concern arofe from his beleiving I 
had entred into meafures, or chofe to make my court to one part of the ad- 
miniftration, rather then another; that if juftice were done you, I was affur’d, 
you would as willingly own the obligation to him as to any body; and that, for 
my own part, I would always endeavour to behave myfelf in fuch a manner 
as to merit the freindfhip of all the king’s minifters, and fhould be particularly 
happy, if I could obtain his. This gave him an opportunity of faying a great 
many things of me, that neither he nor I thought I deferv’d. He told me, 
hat he had never received more fatisfafition, then in my laft converfation with 
iim; that I had explain’d-the hiftory of our feffion fo clearly, and with fuch an 
lir of fincerity, that what I faid, had made "a great impreffion on him. That 
te had laid every thing that paft then, before the king, in the heft manner he 
:ould, and that he had the fatisfa&ion to tell me, that my behaviour in par- 
iament here, was entirely agreable to the king; that he had conftantly ac¬ 
quainted him with it, and that it was the greateft confirmation of the truth of 
rvery thing I had faid relating to the affairs of Ireland. He continued, that 
twas natural to imagine, people in his fituation were glad of the freindfhip of 
nen of charaQer and underftanding, and that, without compliment, he thought 
3ur family were poffeft of both, and therefore fhould always defire our freind- 
hip, and would give me any infance i I could defire, of his fincerity and regard 
or me. I told him, I had nothing to afk for myfelf, that I never yet had, 
tor did I beleive, I ever fhould afk for an employment; that doing you 
uftice, was the only favour I defir’d, and that I fhould make my judgment of 
he fincerity of the many profeffions that had been made me, by the flops 
hat were taken in that.affair. He told me, he hop’d he had laid enough to 
onvince me, he was not fo naughty } as he had been reprefented, and that I 

would 
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would not think him fo, for not having explain’d himfelf further upon the fub- 
jefit of our converfation, which he was fure I would not take amifs, when I 
confider’d either his public or private fcituation. 

We parted upon the civilleft terms, and I mull tell you, he talkt to me with 
infinitely more freedom and freindlhip then when I came firft to town. I 
have been the more particular in this account, not knowing but the prating 
and lying of fome people may give you fome uneafinefs. You will form your 
own judgment upon what I write, and tho’ I am too well acquainted with the 
profeffions of great men to build much upon them, yet I am fo'entirely fatis- 
fyed, that they know ’tis their intereft to do you juftice, that I have not the 
leaft doubt of their doing fo, and often think, that we give too much credit and 
weight to the intereft of our enemys,‘by laying fo much ftrefs upon a point, 
which I know they cant carry, and notwithftanding all their boafting, I verily 
beleive, dare not even propofe. I this moment received a meffage from lord 
Townfhend, to be with him to-morrow morning, and will let you know what 
palfes in my next. In the mean time, let me entreat you, by your behaviour, 

to let-and his freinds fee, you know you are out of their power. Indeed, 

my lord, their intereft and credit here is at a low ebb j and I fhould be very 
forry to think you had no better tenure in the great feal, then fir Owen has in 

his power. I forgot to tell you, that as an inftance of Mr. W-fincerity, 

I was employed by him yellerday, to move for the difeharging the committee 
•of ele&ions, from hearing any more petitions this feflion. The two next were 
the D. of Ar—e’s uncles and coufin germans; from which you may form 
your own conjeflures, for I allure you, the thing will bear it. 

(London, March 24, 1723-4.) THERE is no letter in form yet come 
from his grace, tho’ I hear to day, he intends to come away the beginning 
of May; if fo, he mull certainly write foon, that there may be time for the 
king’s letter to go thro’ the common forms of the offices. I own I could 
wifh, for many reafons, this affair were fettled before the rifing of the parlia¬ 
ment; not that I fufpeft any attempt will be made againft you on this fide the 
water; but your freinds will be better able to fpeak plainly while the houfe is 
fitting then after it is up. The king’s going abroad is now generally beleiv’d; 
if fo, ’twill probably haften his grace’s coming over, who I take. for granted, 
will think it proper to kifs his hand, and give an account of his adminiftration, 
before he goes away. The town talks of mifunderftandings between the 
great men; and that they will probably come to an open rupture as foon as 
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Period IIL the parliament is up. I hope there is no foundation for this report, but if 

1720101727 . j can>t |j Ut think w-muft prevail, and for that reafon endeavour 

1724. to be as -well with him as I can. ’Tis certain his intereft in our houfe is pro¬ 
digious, and while that continues ’twill be pretty hard to withftand him. I am 
a letter in lady Midleton’s dett, and would have anfwer’d it to night, if I had not 
wrote to you. Pray give her Nancy’s and my humble duty. I hope we fhall 
be in Ireland before the firft of next term. The houfe will certainly rife in a 
few days after Eafter, and I hope before that time, the main affair will be fet¬ 
tled to our fatisfaftion; if not, I am refolv’d not to ftir till ’tis determin’d. 
In the mean time, I beg you will be under no uneafxnefs about it, for I think 
’tis impoffible it fhould mifcarry. Adieu. 


Endorfed by lord Midleton—“ Had Jeen lord Carteret and Mr. Clutterbuck, 
and made my complements. Gives an account of what the court dejigns to doe 
on Wood’s complaint. 

(London, April 18, 1724.) YESTERDAY I received your lordfhip’s fa¬ 
vour of the gtb, by which I find you had heard the agreable news of lord Carte¬ 
ret’s being appointed our governour, and of your being nam’d one of the lords 
juftices, in defpight of all the attempts and malice of your enemys. You may 
be fure I did not omit paying all the refpedt and compliments imaginable on this 
occafion, to a perfon who has been fo remarkably freindly to you, and by that 
means, laid our family under fuch obligations, as ought never to be forgot. I 
fhall fee Mr. Clutterbucke to day, and will then obey your commands to 
him. I had, upon the general good chara&er of the man, made myfelf well 
acquainted with him before I imagin’d I fhould fee him in the employment 
he now is, and you mud beleive I fhall now do every thing in my power to 
cultivate his freindfhip, and hope before I leave this place, to put it upon fuch 
a foot, as that no little malitious lyes or infinuations will be able to fhake it. 
I have had a good deal of difcourfe, both with my lord and him, about the af¬ 
fairs of Ireland, and have honeftly told them my opinion of them, and I look 
upon the difficultys, and indeed difgrace, which his predeceffor met with by 
efpoufing that pernicious patent, and giving himfelf entirely up to the freinds. 
of it, as a peice of very good fortune to Ireland, becaufe they will effectually 
prevent his treading in the fame fteps. From the time of his being declar’d 
lord leiutenant, I confefs I was more then ever apprehenfive of the halfpence, 

4 both 
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both becaufe I knew the power of their great patron was vaftly encreaft, and Wood’s 
as I was of opinion, that the profpeft of laying my lord under difficultys, might ■ ‘ ■ 

be an additional motive to the others infilling on the eftabliftiment of the pa- 1724. 
tent, and I now find I was right in my conjectures. I gave you a hint in my 
lalt, of what pall in the committee of councel about them, and am promis’d a 
copy of the order then made, which, if it come time enough, I will fend you 
by this poll. All that is faid to be defign’d at prefent, is only to fend over an 
order to the commifiionevs of the revenue, to revoke one lately made by them, 
forbidding their officers to receive or pay any of that curfed coin, fo as the 
patentee may be upon the fame foot be was at the opening of the parliament. 

I never, till lately, heard our commiffioners had vertue enough to ilfue fa 
honeft an order, nor can I yet bring myfelf to beleive it, tho’ I have been 
affiir’d of the truth of it from very great hands; but if they did, I am afraid 
fome of thofe honeft gentlemen will find themfelves in a good deal of difficulty, 
how to aft upon this occafion. If they revoke the order, I doubt whenever 
the houfe of commons meets, they will expert a very good reafon from their 
members for afting in direCl oppofition to their unanimous and repeated fenfe, 
and will hardly think any orders from their mailers here, can dilpenfe with 
their obligations to them. On the other hand, Ihouldthey perfilt in what they 
have done, you know they have to da with people, who are pretty impatient 
of contradiction, and will hardly bear to have their orders difputed by thole 
whom they look -upon as their fervants. 

’Tis now pretty plain, with what view fo many refolutions were fram’d at a 
certain place, againft the abufes of the powers of the patent, and I hope, if 
ever it Ihould prevail, the countrey will be made fenfible to whom they owe 
that bleffing. I have reafon to know, that the plan of all thofe wife queftions 
was fent from hence, with defign to make the ufe that is now intended of 
them, viz. The parliament complains only of the mifexecution of the patent, 
but there has been none l'uch; therefore no caufe of complaint. You and I 

are too well acquainted with Mr. S-n’s* Jincerity, to imagine he could * Singleton? 

have any indirect view in propofing the quellion for addreffing againft granting 
any patent for coining, See. to private perfons; but as the bell aCtions are liable to 
mifconltruCtions, fo a handle is taken from hence to fay, that his majefty’s 
prerogative is {truck at by this, and in fuch an article as that not even an 
Engliih parliament ever ventur’d to quellion, and therefore, if for no other 
reafon, his minilters are oblig’d to jultilye the legality of this patent. This is . 
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Period HI. the foot upon which the abufes complain’d of are put; as to the objections 
i . . . made to the quantity, they are allow’d to have fome little weight; but maybe 
1724. anfwer’d by the patentees condefcending to leffen it, perhaps half, and then 
furely all uneafinefs will be remov’d. I don’t trouble you with the anfwers 
made to thefe weighty objections; but upon the whole, I beleive revoking the 
order I mention’d above, and agreeing to leffen the quantity, is what is at pre- 
fent defigned; and in all other refpeCls, the patent is to ftand upon its own bot¬ 
tom; without the affiftance of a proclamation, or order for receiving them; 
both which are pofxtively difavow’d, and I hope will never be given into. 

(London, April 14, 1724.) I Defigned to have wrote by laft poft, but 
lord Carteret’s being out of town prevented me. He returned on Sunday 
morning, and I had a good deal of difcourfe with him about the affairs of Ire¬ 
land, the particulars of which, it is not proper to fend in a letter that is to go 
through Manley’s hands, and indeed I am enjoin’d not to mention many of 
them till I can find a more fecure conveyance. In general you may be af- 
fur’d, he is inclin’d to do every thing in his power that can be thought for 
the fervice of the countrey, or is agreable to the inclinations of fome of your 
freinds, towards whom he expreffes himfelf with uncommon regard and 
efteem. The thing which is likely to create him the greateft uneafinefs, is 
that pernicious fcheme of the halfpence, which I now apprehend more then 
ever. You mull no doubt have feen the account that was lately given by 
Mr. Wood in the publick news-papers, of a hearing before a committee of 
council, at his inftance, and the order that iffued thereupon for an immediate 
affay of fome of his coinage. I endeavour’d to inform myfelf, as well as I 
could, of what paft there, but could learn little more then what is mention’d 
in the papers, nor do I beleive there was any debate on that fubjeCt in council. 
When the report of the affay is made, wefhall know what is determined about 
us; in the mean time, it feems pretty plain to me, that this affair is to be pufht 
to the utmoft, not only, as ’tis a darling projeCt of one who cannot bear con¬ 
tradiction, but as ’twill lay fome other people, for whom he has not much re¬ 
gard, under the greateft difficultys imaginable. 

I am not acquainted with the forms of iffuing proclamations in Ireland, 
but if any thing of that nature is to pafs thro* the hands of a freind of mine, 
which he imagines deftruCtive to the kingdom, I hope he will have little doubt 
with himfelf in what manner to aft. I could fay a great deal on this fubjeCt, 

but 
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but dare not, for the reafons I have given, enlarge upon it. I am to be with 

lord C-again to-morrow by appointment, and as foon as I can meet with i 

a fafe hand, you {hall know every thing that paffes. ’Tis whifper’d among 
fome people, that he will not go into Ireland, but have the fame fucceffor 
there, that he had in his former employment. This poffibly may be in fome 

people’s thoughts, but if-* has affur’d him, as ’tis faid, he fhall go over, I 

beleive ’twill be pretty difficult to perfuade him to alter his refolution. ’Tis 
certain he is as well there as ever he was in his life, and the night after the al¬ 
terations were declared,-talkt to him near half an hour in the drawing room, 

and hardly fpoke to any other perfon j fo that his freinds are fanguine enough 
to think he will, even yet, be able to make his party good. 

We are told the parliament will be up in a few days, but as far as I can 
judge by their manner of proceeding, they will not rife fo foon as is expefted. 
Be that as it will, unlefs fomething extraordinary happen, I will endeavour to 
get away fo as to overtake the very beginning of next term, for I am heartily 
tir’d of this town, and long, more then I can exprefs, to fee you and my 
freinds in Ireland. I hope in a day or two, to hear how fir Owen and his 
creatures receiv’d the news of your being put into the government; they cer¬ 
tainly mull have been a good deal mortifyed, elpecially confidering how high 
their expectations were raifedj but they have been fo much miftaken in their 
politicks of late, that difappointments of this nature, fit eafier upon them then 
they did formerly. 

Endorfed by lord Midleton— <c About the alteration oj the king's letter to the 
duke oj Grafton, to appoint ju/lices, &c." 

(London, April 21, 1724.) I Wrote you a long letter by laft poft, and' 
was then in hopes I ffiould not have had occafion to trouble you with another, 
unlefs it were to give you an account of my having left this place, which I 
intended to have done to-morrow, and had fettled all my affairs accordingly, 
but was oblig’d to alter my refolution by an account I received, and which went 
current for two or three days, of fome further changes intended, and parti¬ 
cularly one lately made, I dare fay, a good deal to your fatisfaftion. I en¬ 
deavour’d to inform myfelf of the trufh of. this matter, but dont find there was 
any other foundation for the report, then a letter lately fent over by your very 
good freind,t complaining of ill ufage in being fuperfeded while in Ireland, 
contrary to all prefident, as he alledges, and defiring that the commiffion, ap¬ 
pointing lords juftices, may not pafs till he is ready to come away, for if it 
does, he mujl jleal away by night , rather then ftay or go off as a private man. 

This 
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Period III. This letter, I hear, was communicated to his fucceffor, who was defir’d to 
172^:01727 . t ^j s matter e ^fyy by confenting his grace fliould have the pleafure of 
1724. paffing the commiffion for lords juftices in his abfence (which by the by, he has 
a thoufand times -Laid, he would never do, if you were to be in it) and that as 
foon as he was landed, lord Carterett’s fhould be put under the feal, and then 
a new one for appointing the fame lords juftices during his abfence, fhould 
pafs the great feal of I reland. This is the foot upon which this matter is 
put, and you may depend upon it, there is no other view in it dren what I men¬ 
tion, and that repeated orders are fent to haften his grace over, who I beleive, 
will have left Ireland before this reaches you. Befides the letter fir Owen has 
wrote in anfwer to the publick one wrote him by lord C———t, I hear there 
is another fent to a certain minifter, whom I muft not name nor even defcribe, 
defiring him to affure our frgind of his beft fervices, and of his defire to make 
him eafy in every refpeci; that he is perfectly eafy in the company he is put, 
and is very defirous of living well with every one of them. How ftrangely is 
that fervile abject creature’s tone alter’d! He would have talkt in another ftyle, 
if his friend’s fcheme could have been brought to bear; but I find lie is refolv’d 
to continue his power by the fame bafe unworthy methods he attain’d it, viz. 
the moft fervile mean compliance with every thing that he thinks has power 
either to hurt or ferve him. 

I dare fay, you muft be impatient to know bow matters go here, and what 
further alterations are likely to be made fince the late great ones. Every 
body expefted the command of the army would have been put into other 
* Cadogan. hands immediately; but hitherto the perfon* who has it has flood his ground 
beyond expefilation; and the town fays, has a freind who has pofitively de¬ 
clar’d he will not part with him ; if this be faft, fuch a repulfe is more then an 
overballance for the late viclory. Tho’ for my own part, I know the power and 
temper of a certain perfon fo well, as to be firmly of opinion, that he will 
carry this and every other point he infills upon; and will leave no body in 
employment but his own relations and dependants. The commiffion for the 
admiralty, they fay, will be foon alter’d; and that there are thoughts of put¬ 
ting it upon the fame foot as it was in the prince of Denmark’s time; but I 

beleive it much more likely that lord Tor-n.will fucceed B-ey, and 

that two or three of his freinds will be join’d with him in the room of fo many 
\ Sir Peter of the others. Your friend t at Ockam is like to have the purfe; the cheif 
baron to prefide in the next court, and he that was lately ours, in the court he 
now is. Thefe changes make a good deal of urieafinefs among every body 
hut thofe immediately concern’d in them, and the toreys, who feem extremely 

pleafs’d. 
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pleas’d, and have hopes of being taken in. ’Tis certain the prefent bottom is 
very narrow, confidering the prodigious fuperftruClure; but I am of opinion, 
’twill be as dangerous to endeavour to enlarge it by thofe means, as ’tis impof- 
fible it flrould Hand long upon the prefent foot. The publick papers tell you, 
that Kenfington is fitted up, for the next fummer; but as the air there cannot 
be fuppos’d to be fo good by reafon of its neighbourhood to this unhealthy 
town, ’tis poffible a more remote and agreable place may be thought of. 

I told you in my laft, what I now find is refolv’d, that there would be an 
order fent to the cuftom houfe to revoke one lately iffued from thence, forbid-- 
ding the feveral collectors to receive or utter any of Wood’s halfpence, 
which, however agreable to the fenfe of both houfes of parliament, is faid to 
have been very irregular, as not being warranted by any directions from hence, 
and pretending to controul or abridge the king’s patent under his great feal. 
You may be fure I endeavour’d, as far as I could, to prevent this, by fpeak- 
ing and remonflrating again ft it to the perfons cheifly concern’d in the ob¬ 
taining it ; but. received no other anfwer, then that the king’s prerogative was 
concern’d, and that his minifters could not fit by and fee his own fervants take 
upon them, without order or authority, to controul his patent; that Ireland 
was not concern’d in the prefent queftion, fince it was not intended to give 
the leaft fanfition to the patent, but only to leave it upon the fame foot as it 
was before the ifluing that order. Befides many other objections, I hop’d 
this might have fome weight, that infilling, on this order, might poffibly make- 
it very difficult to meet tins parliament again, for that it was not to be imagined, 
that both houfes could fit tamely by and fee an order made in the very terms of 
their refolutions, revok’d by perfons whom they look upon as under their 
power,, and fome of them members of one of the houfes, and as fuch certainly 
accountable to them for a breach or contempt of their orders; but arguments 
of this' nature had very little weight, and to tell you the truth, I beleive, con¬ 
cluded rather for then againft doing what was intended. 

Endorfed by lord Midleton— About the proceedings before the committee of 

council about Wood’s halfpence.—Calls the patent a vile project.—Glad of the 

oppoftion it met with in Ireland.” 

(Briftol, May to, 1724.) YESTERDAY I received your lordffiip’s of- 
the 26th and 28th April, which I immediately forwarded to my uncle to be 
laid before lord Carteret, that he might be fure to have a true account of what 
paft lately in council about the halfpence. I am very giad that vile projeCt meets 
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Period III. w ith fo much oppofition in Ireland, which I beleive will have a good effeft 

1720 tO 1727* 1 A ^ 

I,, i here; tho’ at the fame time, I muft tell you my opinion, that if any body on 

1724., .behalf of Ireland, had appear’d at a certain place, which I know was both ex¬ 
pended and defir’d by Wood and his accomplices, it would only have furniflit 
fome people with a plaufible excufe for doing what they were in all events de¬ 
termin’d to do; whereas now all the world thinks and fays the hearing was 
only ex parte. This I find is not underftood by fome of our freinds in Ire¬ 
land, by one of whom, I and all of that countrey in London, were taxt with 
fupine negligence, in not endeavouring to oppofe the proceedings before the 
cquncil, of which I do not think one of us had the leaft notice, till we read the 
Daily Courant; tho'’ if we had, I fancy we fhouldhave a died in juft the fame 

manner. You may be fure lord C-has been fully talkt to on this fubjeft, 

and as he is perfedtly free from all fufpition of being concerned in, or wilhing 
well to this bafe projedl, you may depend upon his doing what becomes him. 
Perhaps a time may come when a good ufe may be made of what is lately done; 
you will underftand my meaning without further explanation. You would 
not tax me with negledling the laft term, if you knew my only reafon for do¬ 
ing fo, was to fee what turn things took. I affure you, when our freind was 
firft declared, they who procur’d him that honour, little thought of his going 

>over; and I know the D. of B-n was promis’d his place, above three 

weeks after he was declar’d; but that matter is now fettled, and you may de¬ 
pend upon it, he is at leaft, as fecure as fome of his freinds are in their places. 

Further letters between lord chancellor Midleton and Thomas, and Saint John 

Brodrick. 

THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON. 

Remonjlrates firongly againjl Wood’s halfpence in cornerfation with lord Car¬ 
teret and Tickel his fecretary . 

Midleton {May 18, 1724.) THIS will bee delivered by Mr. Tickel, whoe will 
Papers, bee to attend the juftices during the abfence of lord lieutenant, hee feems to 
have a true notion of the ftate of things with you. I fpoake fully to his lord- 
fhip uppon the fubjeQ: of Wood’s pattent, butt more plainly to Mr. Tickle, 
defiring him to repeate to my lord what I fayd, the fubftance of which was, 
•that I could forefee nothing that would create trouble and uneafineffe to his 
government, except thefe halfpence; that this was noe party caufe, but univer¬ 
sally efpous’d, every man of eftate being to bee affedted, as well as trade in 
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general!, that among thofe whoe wifiit beft to his government, I did beleive 
a man would nott bee found foe hardy as to open his lips in favour of itt, ^ 
nay nott to remaine neuter, unleffe hee would fubmitt to give up att once all 
his intereft, and bee lookt uppon as a betrayer of his country. I told him my 
lord muft judge for himfelfe what part hee was to aft, butt att the fame time 
defired itt might bee remembred, that I was of opinion, nothing leffe then a 
vigorous oppofition from his excellency was hoped for, and I was very fure was 
expeCled. That the pretence of limiting Wood to a fmall fumme, would bee 
of noe availe, for that none att all was wanted, befides that ’twould bee im¬ 
practicable to difcover what greater fumme hee fhould coine, which without 
doubt hee would putt in praCtice. That unleffe timely precaution prevented 
itt, I was morally certaine, ’twould produce fuch effeCts as I could nott thinke 
of, that people were nott to bee blinded with Wood’s name, that they full 
well knew the greateft fhare of the profitt was to goe elfewhere, and were fure 
fuch confiderations. ought nott, and they hoped would nott prevaile to the 
ruine of the kingdom. That an order to the commiffioners of the revenue 
to recall or revoke their former directions to the collectors againft receiving 
them, would bee interpreted an order to take them, which however would 
nott have the effeCt propofed, giving them a currency; for that none would 
take them in payment, except the poof fouldiers, whoe would very foone bee 
oblidged to live uppon free quarter, rather then ftarve, for that the pay in 
that coine would nott buy halfe enough in the markett to keep life and foul 
together, that this would neceffarily bring complaints from every part of the 
kingdom before the government, which would bee well improv’d, and made ufe 
of here, by a fett of people, whoe by a prophetick fpiritt would foretell what 
might happen here. That I thought this would bee the firft ill effeCt, but 
that an utter Ioffe of trade would foone follow, wherein ’twas very manifeft 
England would thinke ittfelfe, (as indeed itt will bee) immediately concerned. 

I mentioned what had happened in your councill uppon lord Abercorne’s 
motion, afking him whether any reprefentation was come. 

I told him I thought nothing of that nature could adde force to the repre- 
fentations of both houfes of parliament, butt that I mentioned, itt as what the 
D. of G. could not Item, for (as I heard) hee fign’d the order, referring this 
matter to the confideration of a committee of the whole board. Hee told 
mee hee heard his grace had brought over fomething of this kind, for that 
the matter was foe managed on your fide, and by one in particular (wliom 
von. ix. part ii, 3 e hee 
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hee named) as that ’twas carry’d through before his grace could bee ready 
to come away. I concluded with taking notice of the effay made here, in 
order to lay that before the councill here, for that I heard itt was to bee 
brought before the great councill, though hitherto itt had been onely before a 
committee, I defired itt might bee confidered whoe brought the halfpence foe 
effay’d; every body knows ’twas Wood. Was hee likely to bring the bafer 
mettle, or lighter halfepence: this effay would furely obtaine with nobody, 
and therefore I could not butt thinke what was foe obvious to all others* 
would nott efcape the notice of foe wife an affembly. 

Whither what I have fayd and heartily endeavoured will have any effeQr 
I know nott, butt content myfelf with having to the utmoft of my power with 
his excellency (as well as elfewhere) endeavour’d doing the belt fervice I can 
to the kingdom, and if I can forefee any thing, to his majefty: for uppon my 
word, I thinke it will be made ufe of by thofe whoe doe nott foe heartily 
with his eafe and profperity as I doe. I ended with giving my opinion, that 
if nothing were done, ’twould dye away filently, butt that if what might by 
implication or neceffary confequence, Ihould bee attempted for. giving coun¬ 
tenance, a flame would be raifed, nott eafily to bee extinguished. Farewell. 

LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

ConviBion of the ill confequences occafons his oppoftion to the patent.—The 
lords jujlices ref ufe to ijjue the orders:—The 40,000 /. in lieu of the 100,000 /. 
•will not be received. 

(Dublin, Auguft 29, 1724.) I Am juft returned from fpending fix days 
at Mr. Pole’s houfe in the queen’s county very agreably with a great deal of 
company who loved and .liked one another, and found yours of the 15th from 
the Bath: for which I thank you. In it you tell me, that it will be the fault 
of Ireland, if Wood’s halfpence prevail, becaufe there will be no compulfory 
methods ufed to inforce them on us, nor encouragement given to them, except 
by thofe who are in die bottom of the affair. I cannot tell how extenfive this 
phrafe may be, but can affure you, that great earneftneffe hath been ufed to 
induce thofe here, who have appeared mod zealous againft them, to come into 
the grace and favour done us lately, by the confent of kind Mr. Wood, viz. 
to accept voluntarily, 40,000 1. and I have been foe urged to come into thefe 
fentimentsj that not leffe than an unalterable refolution againft 'this coyne in 

the 
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ihe maner it hath been endeavoured to be impofed upon us, grounded on a 
conviftion of my judgement, that my doing what was expeCted from me, v 
would tend to the hurt (if not utter ruine) of the kingdom, could have induced 
all the juft ices* to defire to be excufed from i filling the orders required from 
them to be iffuedas they did on the 20th of this month, in a modeft, fub- 
miflive, and yet (in my opinion) a ftrong letter, the confequence of which we 
fhall foon fee and perhaps feel. But I think all the three are determined in 
the matter, and will adhere; but I can’t fpeak with certainty only for one of 
them. 

If you look into the beginning of lord Clarendon’s hiftory, you may find a 
very judicious remark of the effeCt the judgment which was given in Mr. 
Hampden’s cafe, about fhip money, had on the minds of people in general, 
who bad not foe much weighed the matter before: and to the belt of my ob- 
fervation, what hath paffed lately in relation to this copper coyne, feems to 
have a like influence here. I doe not find that the report hath made one 
convert, nor that the reducing 100,000 l. to 40,000 l. hath foe fweetened the 
draught, that people are enclined to fwallow it, as altered and foftened; which 
I confefs, feems to proceed in a great meafure from fome fevere paffages in a 
certain paper, and from an opinion people may have, that the fame matter may 
be again thought ufeful or neceflary for us, when we think we know the con¬ 
trary, and could be very well content to be excufed from having fuch a kindneffe 
done us againft our wills. Others imagine, that it will be impoflible to pre¬ 
vent the importing or uttering above 40,000 1. which I own feems to me to be 
more difficult than the favourers of the project will allow it to be. 

LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

Infidious conduit of feveral who promifed to fupport the patent.—Proceedings 
for the profecution of Swift's Letter to the whole people of Ireland.—Supports 
the profecution.—Is jlrongly againjl the poftion, concerning the independency 
of Ireland , which is fupported ly Molineux, the archbijhop of Dublin , and 
Swift.—Is uneafy at the fituation of things in Ireland. 

(Dublin, October 31, 1724.) INSTEAD of agreable accounts of what 
paffes here, I fhall be obliged to mention feveral things which, I believe, will 
create you uneafinefie, becaufe I am fure they doe fo to me in a great de- 

* Himfelf, lord Shannon, and Mr. Conolly. 
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Period III. gree. The matter of Wood’s halfpence would have put the kingdom under 
V z 0 t 01 ^ 1 l 'difficulties enough, tho’ our people here had afted with the greateft prudence 
1724, and temper: for confidering what fteps have been taken in England in grant¬ 
ing and fupporting the patent, he muft, in my opinion, be a very fanguine 
man, who can hope for fuch an event in this affair, as I believe might have 
been attained (before things had gone the lengths they have gone, and before 
perfons and things had been exafperated to that heighth, which I fear they 
now are) if fome people had fpoke their .minds as freely in that matter at the 
beginning as they have done fince. But the game was plaid thus, by a certain 
fet of men j they faw the carrying the point was much at the heart of the lord 
lieutenant, and would be very well taken in England; they knew that the fenfe 
of the whole kingdome was oppolite to the receiving the halfpence, and con- 
fequently trufted, that the majority in both houfes of parliament would be 
againft them, and prevent their obtaining a currencye, without their appearing 
in oppofition to a darling point; and I am apt to think, fome gentlemen (who 
have fince thought it advifable to declare themfelves as much againft that 
coyne, as thofe who from the beginning honeftly and. publickly fpoke their 
minds of it) gave hopes, if not affurances, that they would be for receiving 
them. This condudt, I apprehend, brought us in great meafure to thofe dif¬ 
ficulties we now lye under, and perhaps may be finally ruin’d by; for if the 
good of the kingdome be concerned one way, I fear honour may be thought 
to be foe far concerned the other, that I confelfe, I hardly fee what clue will 
lead us out of the labyrinthe we are in. 

But in addition to this misfortune, the behaviour of fome people, who have 
thought fit to write againft the halfpence, hath given Mr. Wood and his friends- 
great advantage, and may poflibly turn to the great damage, if not deftru&ion 
of this kingdome, if not prevented by the prudence and temper of others. On 
the day of my lord lieutenant’s landing, there was a pamphlet puhlilhed and 
cried about by the hawkers, one of which was brought to my lord the next 
day; and on Saturday, 24 October, his excellency lhewed it to me, and told 
me, it ftruck at the dependency of Ireland on the crown of Great Britain. 
I had not read it over, but had one of them from Mr. Tigh in the council 
chamber, who told me, he bought two in the caftle from an hawker. But after 
my lord lieutenant had mentioned the book to me, under fuch a character, I 
read it over very deliberately; and when he alked me what - my thoughts of it 
were, I freely told him that I thought the pamphlet was highly feditious, and 
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fit to be taken notice of, in order to punifh the author and printer. His ex- 
cellencye then declared, he refolved to lay it before the council, and to have^. 
the opinion of the chief juftice, chief baron, and attorney general, as to the 
pamphlet’s being criminal; which he .accordingly took, and they were all of 
opinion, that it was a feditious and vile libel, and fit to be profecuted. 

On the 27th of Oftober, my lord held a council, and in a handfome and 
ftrong manner difclofed the tendencye of the paper, and expreffed fuch a re- 
fentment of it, as became a man in his ftation, upon fuch an occafion: but 
he fpoke fhort, and thought fit to felefif fome few of the many exceptionable 
pafiages, and to leave others to be enlarged upon by thofe who fhould fpeak 
after him. As I was convinced of the wicked pofitions contained in that libel, 
and how much the publifhing fuch do&rines might, and certainly would turn 
to the prejudice of the kingdome, if fuch things fhould pafs unpunifhed. I 
thought we fhould a£l wifely in taking the advice of the communion fervice, 
which direfts us to judge ourfelves, leaft we be judged of the Lord. I then 
fpoke pretty largely as to fome points in the pamphlet, viz. fome of them which 
feem’d to treat the king in an undutiful and difhonourable manner, others 
which affcrted an independencye of this kingdome, and one which in exprefle 
words, calls the power of the Britifh parliament to bind Ireland by laws, a 
ipo-wei fometimes ajjimei in the memory‘of man. Other paragraphs refle£t on 
the wifdom of England, one infinuates (in my apprehenfion) I mean the par¬ 
liament, that they are capable of corruption : Ireland is reprefented as in a 
ftate of flavery, and treated as flaves by England; nay, when he mentions 
50,000 operators as a necelfary number to diftribute his fire-balls, I doubt he 
means fotnething which he dar’d not name, and infinuates as if we were to be 
born down with main force. I therefore mov’d that the attorney general' 
fhould be directed to profecute, See. All the lords of the council own’d their 
abhorrence of the pamphlet, as feditious and of dangerous confequences; nay, 
foe did one who would not join in figning the order for a profecution, for this 
ireafon (if I underftand him right) leaft the profecutor fhould fail of fucceffe.- 

Every body who-knows that the firft contelt between England and Ireland 
arofe from the judgement given in the caufe between the- foeietys of London 
againft the then bifhop of Derry, now archbifhop of Dublin,* in which the lords* 
voted, that an appeal brought by the bifhop againft a decree in the chancery 
here, was coram nonjudice. This matter matter liept for feveral years, till-fett 
again on foot in the houfe of lords in Ireland, in the cafe of Sherlock and 
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PeriodTII. Aveflye in 1719, by means of the fame man, when the barons of the exche- 
» 7 2Qt °i^ 2 ) '.qnpr were proceeded againft in an extraordinarye manner for afting as they 
,1724. were direfted by the lords of England, in oppofition to what had been deter¬ 
mined by the lords of Ireland. But I am not at prefent follicitous to tell you. 
the circumftances of this cafe-; only thus much I remember, that it produced a 
•certain reprefentation, which occafioned an Englift aft; of parliament, that 
‘hath declared that matter of jurifdiftion. The labour of fupporting the jurif¬ 
diftion of England fell a good deal to my ftare, and I was treated then as a 
betrayer of the liberties of Ireland by fome who believed what they faid, and 
by others, who had other views, and knew more of the fecret. For the truth 
is, if the jurifdiftion of the houfe of lords here, -could have been eftablifhed 
to be the dernier refort, that houfe confifting generally of foe fmall a number 
of lords prefent, it was always in the power of our bench to determine finally 
the property of every man in the kingdome. This was a very defirable thing, 
.and much panted after, and I am much miftaken if I did not fuffcr for the ftare 
I had in this affair, within one year laft paft. In this debate, I ufed this 
argument to ftew., that appeals were not finally to be determined here; be- 
caufe they muft neceffarily have die power to expound laws finally, who have 
the power to make them; elfe another per-fon may, by expounding them 
contrary to the fenfe of the maker’s will, exonerate, and in effeft repeal them. 

This was an objeftion which could no way be fo fully anfwered, as by re- 
forting to Mr. Molineux’s notion, that they in England could not bind Ireland 
by any aft made there; which is one great pofifion of our pampblett, and a 
darling point of his grace; and from that quarter, I take it, the arrow origin¬ 
ally comes. The author of the pamphlett has, I think, vifibly had the prin¬ 
ciple from him. Now this is the man who was carreffed to that degree in a 
late government, that he had vanity enough to obferve he ftould at all times 
he courted in the fame manner his grace of G. was pleafed to doe. The late 
difappointment in the greateft church preferment, hath no doubt greariy irritated 
and exafperated the good man, and hath occafioned the general refleftion in 
the pamphlett, as if no emploiments or preferments were ever to fall to the 
ftare of thofe of this country. That feems to be much infinuated; but no 
man can think the writer takes a. way to mend matters in that particular, on 
the contrary, is doing the mod in. his power to have all of this country for 
■ever excluded from them. I will fend you the pamphlett, with lines under 
fome of the paffages of which I took notice, when I fpoke in council on this 

fubjeft; 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE, 


399 


fubje&j and hope that your having this matter fett in a juft light, may enable Wood’s 
you to explain any thing that may be offered out of this writer, to the prejudice < . 

of Ireland. The council alfo promifed 300/. as a reward to the perfon who 1724. 
fhould difcover the author. But in a little time after it was buzzed about, 
that the writer would come in and own himfelf to be foe; and I heard from 
my lord lieutenant yefterday, that the archbifliop had been with hiin, and fpoke 
as if the author would appear and own the writing the pamphlett. This to me' 
was amazing, but I can never believe it. I was this morning at the caftle, 
and found the archbifliop in the clofett, but whether any thing paffed on this 
head before my coming in, I cannot tell, but believe the contrary.. 

The town concludes a certain dean-* of the fame name with our divine, * Swifts 
who lives beyond Shackleford, to be the writer, and indeed the maner and 
nature of it, as well as the ftyle befpeak him to be the author. The arch-- 
bifhop,.the bifhop of Elphin,. and Dr. Coghil, declined to fign the order fora 
proclamation. You know that the two latter are the creatures of the- 
former. 

I wifh this matter were once well overand fhal not be at quiet while I 
have any apprehenfions of Wood’s importing his halfpence, which he may ■ 
plainly fee can never obtain a currencye with the confent of the people, but 
if he fliouldftiU opiniatre the thing, and refblve to bring them in, I am in great 
doubt what may follow upon his doing foe. If the mob fhould be fo audacious 
to meet in a riotous maner to obftruft the halfpence being landed, and the go¬ 
vernment fhould think fit to oppofe force to force, what a condition will this 
country he in? No body can tell what follyes the populace may be guilty of, 
nor how far their behaviour may provoke the government to proceed to chaf- 
tize and reprefs them. But this-is a fubjeft of which I am weary, and will quit it. 

Fhave been very kindly treated by my lord lieutenant; but I confefle, nothing 
would have overjoyed me foe much as to have feen his inftru&ions were to 
quiet our fears of the halfpence ever being brought among us; but this I am 
forry to day, I have not had the happinefleto be able to expert from-any thing ; 
that I have yet feen or heard. If things continue long in the uncertainty they 
feem to be in at prefent, I think the country will fuffer extremely in its 
trade, and the crown in its revenue, and I: fhall foon wifh my felf at Peperhara*.- 
Adieu. 
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LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

1 Difficulties about the coinage.—Hints as if Swift and the archbifhop of Dublin 

intended to afperfe the revolution. 

(Dublin, November 7, 1724.) I Have your two letters, one dated the 
'24th, the other the 31ft of lad month; both which came to me under the 
fame wrapper, which furprizeth me. I have always a£led with the greated 
refpeft toward my lord lieutenant, and will continue to do foe, it being my 
duty to him as lord lieutenant, and what I perfonally owe him on many ac¬ 
counts : with which refolution, I hope it will not be fuppofed to interfere, if I 
continue to follow my own judgement in the matter of Wood’s patent; but I 
find the great difficultye is this, what temper is to be found in the matter? Noe 
body can be foe wild to expect, that fome people will put themfelves in the 
wrong.from the beginning by owning that the patent, in the manner it hath 
been granted, ought not to have paired, nor confequently can reafonably 
hope for more then being daily vexed from the ill confequences which it is 
believed will affuredly fall on us, if that coyn ever fliall obtaine a currencye 
here, let the thing be done either by people’s willingly receiveing them, or in 
any other maner. This is an end much longed for by every body: but then 
itfeems to me, as if fome people thought the thing’s dying of itfelf, will look 
like a viftory over the patent, and not confident with the honour of thofe who 
were concerned in carrying it on. And if I underftand Mr. Wood’s letter to 
the duke of Newcaftle dated 29 September 1724, right, he feems to think it 
very hard to be foe great a fufferer, as he is like to be by that which he faith 
was originally intended him as a mark of his majefty’s favour. This letter 
being tranfmitted to the late lords judices; I am apt to think fpcaks thefenfe 
of more people than Mr. Wood: but I doe not yet fee who the perfon will be 
that will think foe well of his own underdanding, as to hope he can propofe 
that which may be acceptable to remove this very great difficultye. I doe 
not find the lead difpofition in people to accept the 40,000/. nor that any 
body will venture to fay fuch a thing may be an expedient, which (if accepted 
by'thofe who appear for the patentj will be made good, if care be taken to 
prevail on, or prevent Mr. Wood’s bringing or fending over any of his half¬ 
pence. If any thing of this fort fhould be propofed, I doubt we fhould have 
it called undertaking for a kingdome, which you know is the mod likely me¬ 
thod 
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t!bod in the world to difappoint .any thing in a popular affembly; fince the 
merit will wholly redound to the honour of the propofers, and others will notv. 
readily contribute to that which may indeed be thank worthy, unlefs they can 
partake of the honour of having a fhare of the thanks. 

I fent you Wenfday feven night an account of the pamphlet which was brought 
by my lord lieutenant in councel under the confideration of the board. I did 
intend to have fent the book itfelf by fir Guftavus Hume for your perufal, 
with ftrokes pointing at many of the excepdonable palfages in it; but far from 
all. But the knight was failed before I could fend my letter to him, foe I 
am forced to doe it by poll; which will be noe inconvenience to you, fince 
your privilege exempts you from paying the poftage, which is indeed much 
more than the prefent is worth. I own upon reading it over more confider- 
ately, and comparing it with a pamphlet, fuppofed to be wrote by the fame 
author fome years fince, exaggerating the feverities this kingdome lies under 
in point of trade from the laws made in Great Britain, it is very obfervable, 
that in that pamphlet he affigns the rife of them to have been much about the re¬ 
volution, and I doubt, intended by that means to infinuate prejudices againft the 
revolution in the minds of the people here; and for aught I know, the author 
retains ftill fome good wifhes to his patron the lord Bolingbrook, and to that 
caufe, for whofe fervice he wrote the conduct of the allyes. It is plain, that 
the matter of the independencye of this kingdome, the complaint of the lords 
not having jurifdi&ion in matters of appeal, and our not being bound by 
flatutes made in Great Britain, are the notions which have for feveral years 
paft been propogated and avowed by a great churchman, who was lately 
thought to be taken into favour, and to have diftinguifhing marks of being fo 
placed in him, in the time of the duke of Grafton’s adminiftration; while I, 
who alway oppofed him in every one of thefe articles, received ufage which 
I cannot forget, while I fuffer under the effefts of it. But why doe I men¬ 
tion my own little fufferings, when it is polfible I may have ftrength enough to 
outlive the liappinefs of my country j if this affair does not take a more fa¬ 
vourable turn than fome people not only wifh but expeft. 

If this bufinefs were moved in parliament, I am fure I would without re- 
ferve fpeak my mind without regard to popularitye, and confider the fervice 
of my king and countrey only, in propofing what feems to me the only way 
which feems to be fafe for the people, and at the fame time honourable for 
others. But leafif what I think right may not find the approbation of others, 
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Period III. j am not hardy to mention or propofe it, for fear of falling under the odious 
1720101727. name o £ an unc j er taker, or having deceived people by my advice, if it fhould 
1724. prove unfucceffeful. 

LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

Wood dijlributes the Drapier's letter to the members of the Englijh parliament. 
—Determination of the people not to receive the copper coinage , although, re¬ 
duced in quantity.—Agitated fate of the nation, ajid its confequences in re¬ 
gard to the revenue. — Conduct of the friends and opponents of the meafure.— 
Expreffes his intention to retire, and difcontent at the rejection of his advice . 
—Proceedings relating to the profecuiion of the author of a pamphlet addreffed 
to the jurors on the Drapier's letter, and his fentinients on the bufnefs. — Re¬ 
curs to the affair of the coinage.—Shews the little confidence repofed in him. 
•—Private overtures concerning an expedient . 

Midleton (Dublin, November 17, 1724.) THERE are letters in this town of the 
Papers. ^ inftant from London, which give me a good deal of furprize, for certainly 
mine dated either 29th or 31ft of October, about what was done in councel in> 
relation to the difcoverye of the author and printer of the pamphlett, intitled “a 
Letter to the whole People of Ireland,” muft have come to your hand. If it be 
ftopped any where, it is barbarous treatment: for I make no doubt but that 
hot headed libel (for I cannot term it lefle) is handed about by Mr. Wood 
and his friends among the members of parliament, and probably will raife 
fuch refentment as may turn to the prejudice of this Tung dome, if care be 
not taken to have, it underftood, that the kingdome is in no fort of the mind 
• Archbifhop °f the author or his patron,* whom I have pointed out in that letter. The 
pf Dublin. kingdome hath received, and probably may receive more damage by the poli¬ 
ticks and wrangling of thofe two men, than it would have been in the power 
of its worft enemys to have brought upon it, without the affiftance of in- 
difcreet and feditious pamphleteers: but fure their follyes and crimes are not 
to be placed to the nation’s account. There are now three pacquets due, and 
I have hopes you will by one of them put my mind at eafe in this matter, arid 
be able to acknowledge the receit of the pamphlet itfelf, with my marks on 
the margin of it, which I made as a guide to me in fpeaking in councel againft 
the moft flagrant parts of the libel, in order to incline the board to order a 
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profecution. The pamphlet went in a later maile/in a wrapper, dated, I think, 
the 2d inftant. 

I wilh I could fay any thing had been done here, lince my lord lieutenant’s 
landing, which had quieted the minds of the people; but indeed I cannot 
with truth acquaint you, that foe defirable an end hath been attained. It is 
true no compuHory methods have been taken to inforce the currencye of 
that coyne (for I will not with the archbifhop think the proclamation had a 
tendencye that way) but on the other hand, no Heps feem to me to have been, 
omitted to create a willingneffe in people to confent to the receiving the fumme 
propofed. But as far as I can make a judgement,, people are at leaft as firmly 
determined as ever in that particular, and I cannot find by the difcourfe of 
the mod temperate and prudent men in my fphere of converfation, that any 
body feems inclined to receive the reduced quantitye on any grounds whatfo- 
ever. That really feems to me to be the fenfe of the people in general, but 
the grounds they goe upon, have in my hearing been called nonfenfe; yet in 
our way of thinking (for we have a particular way of thinking from the reft of 
mankind, if I underftand that phrafe in a late letter right) there is more fenfe 
in refilling that money for the reafons which move us, then others will allow, 
who no doubt' have very different reafons from us on this occalion. 

I hear there is a paper called ** St afenable Advice to the Grand, Jurors” to dif- 
fuade them from finding a bill againft the printer or author of the letter, full 
of reflections on thofe of the councel which voted for profecuting and difeo- 
vering the author, and very liable to be called in queftion. But I have not 
feen it, tho’ I am one of the perfons who are reviled in it, having heartily 
voted for a profecution. You cannot imagine in what a condition this king- 
dome now is ; no doubt there are thofe who reprefent this affair in the ftrongeft 
light they can, to inflame people’s minds with an opinion of very hard treat¬ 
ment by this patent, and the fteps taken to eftablilh it, as they think. I can¬ 
not but wilh thofe who have it in their power to efface thofe impreffions, would 
think it deferved their care to do fomething out of hand in it; for the damage 
which accrews to the publick is very great, while things remain in the ftate in 
which they noware; and the effefls of this patent’s hanging over our head 
for about two years and an half, are thoroughly felt in the countrey already, 
and will be foe in the revenue, whenever we come to meet in parliament. I 
doubt the demand will then be fuch as will not come within the compaffe of 
the ordinary dutyes, and muft be left unfupplyed, or new funds be found. 
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Period ill. Now we have charged every thing that will bear it already, except one, t© 
* 720 t 017 ^ .which indeed Tome people infinuate this affair hath an eye: but indeed I can- 
1724* not fay I know one man in the kingdome that will advife an attempt of that 
kind, as likely to have fucceffe, or that will be hardy enough to propofe it, 
whatever they may fay privately in a clofett. 

Our lord lieutenant doth not think fit, or is not inftru&ed to let any body 
know, what is expefted to put this unhappy bufineffe at quiet, but feems to wait 
in expectation that propofals will come from the other fide. But as far as I 
can judge, no man or number of men will venture on any thing of that nature; 
foe that I think it is the inclination of every body to come to a right under- 
ftanding and agreement, yet I fee no fufficient grounds to hope for fucceffe, 
fince neither fide will begin. One fide may, but feem not willing; the others 
think it not fafe to do it, but apprehend that their faying they have a ready- 
neffe to doe every reafonable thing in their power, when they can doe it with 
honour and fafety to themfelves (viz . when called together to advife on na¬ 
tional affairs) is all they can juftifyably or in prudence doe at prefent; and 
think they ought to be believed in their affirmation, that they will meet in a 
difpofition to a& with great duty to the king and regard to the quiet and hap- 
pineffe of the countrey. 

As for my part, I fee foe many difficultyes, that I have not a profpeS to 
live foe long, till an happy end is put to them; and I fee that I am not able to» 
doe any thing by my advice in this perplexing affair, and ffiall, I think, very 
foon retire into Surrey. My way of thinking is not fuch as is pleafirig on. 
your fide, and of confequence my advice can have little weight; and all that I 
am like to bring to paffe is to be efteemed too ftiff by fome people, and too 
condefcending, or. rather complying, by others. Whichever of the two. is my 
fault, ought to be imputed to want of better judgement: for I have done all 
in my power to difcover what is the right thing to be done, and have an in¬ 
flexible purpofe to follow what I think to be foe. If I am fo unhappy not to- 
be able to difcover what is fit to be done, I ought to be pityed, not blamed. 
I have thought foe much of this matter, that I have really impaired my health 
by the uneafinefs of my mind and breach of my reft; but will give over a mat¬ 
ter in which I fee my labouring is like to be fucceffeleffe, and where I reap no 
thanks for doing what I think right. 

I cannot but obferve to you, that the firft time I heard there was fuch a 
paper printed, as the “ Seafonable Advice was from my lord lieutenant on 15 
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November, who told me the import of it, but I never, faw it till 22 November Wood’s 

. Patent. 

at the caftle, in the hand of Mr. Tickel, who read it to the attorney general, . - • 

follicitor, and me, who were talking of what had happened the day before in 1724* 
the king’s bench, when the court difcharged the grand jury for not prefenting 
that paper as feditious. The manner of doing that, I was told, was what is 
contained in a paper, which comes along with this, and was reduced to writ¬ 
ing the fame day the thing happened. The town talks of that tranfaflion va- 
rioufly, and are far from being of one opinion about the difcharging the jury„ 

For my part, I will not prefume to cenfure the proceedings of a court of juf- . 
tice, but will take it to be within their authority to doe it in the manner and 
on the occafion they have done it; becaufe I am. convinced, that courts have 
formerly exercifed that power, and becaufe I know no law which reftrains 
them from doing it. But then it is a power to be ufed with difcretion 
and great confideration; and if what Mr. Conely told me laft Sunday night, 
that 11 out of 23 were for profecudng the paper; I confeffe, I could wilh 
time had been given to the dilfenting, 12 to have confidered farther of the 
matter, and poffibly one might have been convinced in two or three days time 
before their next meeting. This thought of mine I was rafh enough, to ex- 
prefie to a certain perfon, who expreffed himfelf foe warmiy on the occafion, 
that I cannot but fancy, that this ma’tter was fettled and refolved upon before 
hand: and if foe, in taxing the difcretioir of the court, I fell into the abfur- 
ditye of telling-him that had before confidered of it, that the thing was mis¬ 
judged. To conclude, the town-is in- a prodigious confternation and ferment, 
and fcem to be in the fame condition as the difciples of our Saviour, are men¬ 
tioned to be in the 24 chapter of St. Luke, verfe 22. 

I wiih their fuprife may be as happily removed as that of the difciples was, 
by feeing that thing, effetied by that perfon of whom they had almoft given 
over all hopes of effecting the thing hoped for. I think it is ufual with phy- 
ficians to'change their courfe, if upon trial' they find the patient grows worfe, 
and the diftemper increafe upon ufing thofe. methods. which were at firft 
thought the bell. But my zeal for the fervice of my king and countrey, and, 
the honour of my lord: lieutenant have carryed me further then one who had 
great concern for himfelf would have gone. Juft now a very fober man of 
great fortune, and well affefted to his perfon and government, expreffed a good 
deal of furprize, that no bill of indictment had been drawn againft Harding, 
the printer, and feemed to hint, if that had- been done, it is poffible the bill might 

have 
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Period III. have been found, which would have fhewn how little influence the " Seafonablt 
l J ZOt °^ 2 7 ‘ Advice" had on the minds of the jurors; and indeed it is pretty unaccountable 
1724. to me, why that hath not been done in all this time, if there be fufficient for 
finding the bill; and this would have put the offence of printing into a legal 
examination. 

If the receiving any of Wood’s coyne be finally on us, I confefie noe pro- 
fpeft of its ever taking effeQ: upon the terms of the patent (willingly) and I 
hope it will not be a mark of difaffeQion in people to ufe that freedome 
which the laws allowe, and his majeftye doth alfo in expreffe terms. God 
help us; fomething is to be done, and we find is expefiled; and I think every 
body knows the nature of the expedient, but no body will propofe it, for rea- 
fons very obvious. I look on it as a great happinefie, that I was [ not ] con- 
fulted about laying this paper before the grand jury, and confcquently had no 
part in the advice given; but from my being a ftranger to the whole (which I 
hear was chiefly under the direfition of the chief juftice and fecretary) you 
will make your judgement in what degree of confidence I ftand. Adieu. 

LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

Hopes that the coinage will not le forced.—The lords jujiices charged by the duke 
of Newcajlle with inattention.—Their juf if cation and conduct.—EjftBs of 
the proclamation for the apprehenfon of the publifhers of the Drapier’s let¬ 
ter.—His opinion. <f the pamphlet, entitled “ Seafonalle Advice to the Ju¬ 
rors—And of the conduB of the jurors, 

Midleton (Dublin, November 23, 1724.) I Am not at all furprized at your defire 
Papers. t0 he informed of every thing which pafleth here in relation to Wood’s half¬ 
pence, confidering the hopes you bad given me in three feveral letters written 
fbon after your return from Newmarkett, that we fhould not be prefled in 
that very difagreeable affair, but left entirely to our own choice, whether we 
would receive or refufe that coyne. I confefie, I entertained hopes, that in 
a little time all apprehenfions of that money becoming current among us, 
would have vanifhed, and people would have begun to think of their bufi- 
nefle as formerly, and been free from their jealoufies of this coyne obtaining 
a currencye in this kingdome. This is fo defirable a thing, that every man 
who hath thought enough to conceive-the prejudice which trade fuffers, while 
men’s minds are in the fame fufpence about it as they have been for, about two 
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years and a half paft, and how much the kingdome and his majeftye’s revenue Wood’s 
fuffer on that head, muft earneftly wilh it were fettkd. But alas! brother, , Patent ‘ 
matters are much otherwife; and tho’ I cannot decline anfwering your expec- 1724. 
tations, and letting you know the fituation we are in at prefent (Cnee you de¬ 
fire it, and will make the belt ufe of it for the fervice of the king, and this un¬ 
happy countrey (yet I muft take leave to proteft you have impofed a very 
difficult talk on me, and fuch an one, as I would not undertake at the inftance 
of any other man. For I believe letters are fometimes opened, and am fen- 
fible, that whoever writes on this fubjefl, will be found fault with by fome 
whofe fentiments may not be eafy to be born, what part foever he fhall take 
in this affair; which will be thought favourable or unfair, as men are pre- 
vioufly dHpofed, if not determined, in their thoughts about the matter of 
Wood’s patent. However, while I confine myfelf ftriclly to truth, as I re- 
folve to doe (as far as my knowledge reaches) I think I fhal only fuffer in the 
opinion of ethers for not judging right, which I can eafily bear; being for a 
long time accuftomed to have greater and wifer men differ from me in opinion*, 
as probably they doe and will continue to doe in this. 

I will now proceed to reprefent the circumftances in which ff apprehend 
this city ftands at this time. By a letter which the late lords juftices received 
from the duke of Newcaftle, dated 3d Oftober, they found that his majeftye 
had received repeated accounts, as if Ireland were in fuch a condition as the 
quiet and peace of it was in danger (thofe are not the words, but I take it 
the fenfe of the letter) and they did think it was pretty ftrongly infinuated, 
that they had been remiffe in difeouraging and preventing this evil, and in, 
punifhing perfons guilty of publifhing feditious libels, if not encouraging them 
in foe doing. This letter they anfwered,. and infilled on their having done 
their duty to his majeftye to the bell off their power, and that the kingdome 
was free from any difturbances and in perfeQ peace and quiet, and very well 
affe&ed to his majeftye’s.perfon and government. When my lord lieutenant 
was fworn,, and the fword delivered to him by the juftices, I did by their 
concert and direfchon of the other juftices, tell his excellencye, that we did- 
with great fatisfaflion deliver the fword into his hands,, and had great plcafure 
in being able to affure him that the kingdome was in perfedl peace and iran- 
quiliitye. But we had acted very unfairly if we had laid or inlinuaied it was. 
in any meafure difpofed to receive Wood’s halfpence, or indeed any part of 
-that coynage: for indeed we know the contrary, and were fenlible my lord 
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Per'od in. lieutenant will befoon convinced, that the averfion to that coyne was infuper- • 
f 7 2 ° 01 7 2 ^ *able, as the juftices told die duke of Newcaftle in anfwer to his grace’s letter 
* 7 Z 4 - of the 3d of O Sober. 

The day my lord lieutenant landed, or very foon after, the “ Letter to the whole 
People of Ireland” came out, one of which I fent you with ftrokes under fomeof 
the moft exceptionable paffages and feditious pofitions and infinuadons con¬ 
tained in it, and muft refer myfelf to my letter on that fubjeft dated 31ft 
OSober, which I find you had receiv’d on the 7th inftant, at which time the 
pamphlet itfelf had hot reached your hand. The publifhing this pamphlett 
fliews that things of that nature might be printed and creep into the world 
without any neglect of the government, or encouragement given by it. For 
I think my lord Carterett will not be fufpe&ed in that particular; and his 
excellencye having one o,f them laid before him-by Come perfon, he called a 
councel, and laid it before them for their confi deration: if the councel had not 
done what became them upon the occafion, they had been highly accountable; 
but I confeffe I think the councel did as much as they-could doe in juftice or 
prudence; for which I refer you to my former letter. The proclamation 
agreed on in councel, had fuch an effect, that Harding the printer of that let¬ 
ter was apprehended and -carryed before the chief juftice (as I bear) in order 
to be profecuted for printing the letter. Sdme time after there came out a 
paper called “ Seafonahle Advice” one of which I fend you under this cover; 
you will fee the tendencye of it to be to difincline the grand jury to find any 
bill of indi&ment againflt Harding the printer, which I own I think to be a 
a moft impudent and illegal pra&ice, and punifhable by law, under .the name 
of embracery of jurors (but perhaps I may miftake in this point of crown law, 
having for fome years paft difcontinued thinking on that part of my profeflion 
which relates to criminal matters). The paper feems to me to goe farther, 
and to endeavour not only to excufe but vindicate the author of the letter for 
what he had faid in relation to the dependency of Ireland, and to leave that as 
a doubtful point. I pafie by that part of it which reflefts moft vilely on the 
perfons who figned the order for profe curing the writer and printer of the 
letter, conlidexing that I am dire&ly libelled by that paper. There are fome 
parts of that letter which appear to me to be highly criminal; but I doe not 
fay or think they are all. For I doubt the tendencye of the, whole is to create 
jealoufyes between the king, and his people of Ireland; and to foment divi- 
fions and mifunderftandings between the people of Great Britain and us; of 
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the confequences ■whereof I have fully fpoken my fenfe in my former letters, 
and tremble when they occur (as they frequently doe) to my thoughts. , 

SAINT JOHN BRODRICK TO LORD CHANCELLOR MIDLETON. 

Endorfed in lord Midleton’s hand— That he had a long conference with Mr. 

Walpole about the halfpence , and the perfecution that J had undergone in the 

houfe of lords , in which the duke of Grafton denys to have had any hand .” 

(London,‘January 17, 1723-24.) I Deferr’d anfwering two of your’s of 
die 2d and 3d inftant, by laft poft, being appointed by Mr. Walpole to attend 
him this morning, and confequently defirous of letting you know what paft 
in that converfation. I was with him above two hours this morning, and in 
the beft manner I could gave him a particular account of what paft in our 
parliament, efpecially with relation to Wood’s patent, which I do not repeat 
to you, who are fo well appriz’d of it. He heard me with great attention, 
“and in the conclufion told me, he had been inform’d of moft of the particu¬ 
lars I mention’d, but that fome of them were new to him, by which I under- 
ftood he meant the hiftory of all the refolutions we paft, except the firft, the 
perfons that mov’d them, and the motives of their doing it.' He then began 
with a pxoteftation of his not having the leaft hand in advifing or promoting 
that patent, further then as firft lord of the treafury, it muft of neceflity go 
thro’his hands; and took particular pains to difclaim having had the leaft 
lhare of the advantage, or profpeft of any, by it. He faid, that thefe things 
were intended as boons from the crown, and confequently, that it muft 
be fuppos’d, and was intended that the patentee Ihould have fome profit by 
his grant, and added, that he thought thofe who had with, fo much zeal ap¬ 
pear’d againft this patent, fhould be fure that no petition or paper could be 
produc’d under their hands, defiring a grant of the like nature; but a good 
deal more to the prejudice of Ireland, it being propos’d, that a pound of cop¬ 
per fhould be coin’d into three fhillings, whereas Wood’s was only into half a 
crown. This he mention’d and repeated in fuoh a manner, that I imagin’d 
you were the perfon intended, and when I preft him to explain himfelf, he 
defir’d to be excus’d from naming any body, fo left me to my own conjec¬ 
tures. Tho’ I know you never had any lhare in a projeQ: of this kind, yet I 
fhould be glad to have your opinion of the perfon he intended, and expreft 
himfelf againft -with great bitternefs. 
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Period III. He then proceeded to talk of the extraordinary method of our proceedings) 
720 to 1727. ^ was a f ra j£[ W ould hardly anfwer the end, not being founded 

172+. even upon truth; that the calculations were falfe, and that there never was 
but one fort coin’d by Wood, and thofe ftriflly according to the patent, and 
that all the other forts were counterfeit, having been ajfur’d Jo by Wood. He 
faid, he was the more pofitive in this matter,, becaufe particular care was taken 
by the lords of the treafury, to appoint a comptroller, who was very far from 
being a freind to Wood; that fir Ifaac Newton was the firft that was ap¬ 
pointed, but that he, being old, defir’d, and accordingly obtain’d leave to re- 
fign to Barton his nephew, who had made feveral affays, by which it appear’d, 
that the halfpence were not only better then any that were ever coin’d before, 
but even exceeded the terms requir’d by the patent. He could not conceal 
his refentment at what paft in our parliament, which he faid, he was afraid 
would hardly attain the end propos’d, every thing there being hurryed in Fuch 
a manner as not to give people time to confider of what was proper to be 
done, and therefore they were oblig’d to advife general anfwers, that when 
gentlemen were a little cool, the miniftry might confider of fome reafonable 
fcheme, which he hop’d might be agreable. To this I anfwer’d, that the 
hurry and heat with which this affair was carryed, if any fuch there were, was 
to be imputed wholly to them who had declin’d, and indeed rejefiled all freind- 
ly propofals; that if gentlemen had underftood, and could have trailed one 
another, I was allur’d things would have taken another turn, and any reafon- 
able thing that could have been propos’d either by the caftle or miniftry here, 
would have been gone into; but that fince all meafures of this kind were de¬ 
clin’d, I thought they who gave fuch advife, and not our freinds, were account¬ 
able for the confequences, to which he feem’d to agree. He infilled a good 
deal on the legality of the patent, and was afraid that bringing a Jcirefaciai 
againft it in Ireland, or queftioning it in the parliament here, would rathei 
eftablilh than avoid it. I told him, as to the firft, that I was in hopes Iris ma- 
jefty’s anfwer, and the proceedings of our parliament, would in a good mea- 
fure fecure us, for the prefent at leaft, from the pernitious confequences o! 
that patent; and that I faw no fort of occafion for a Jcire facias , unlefs it was 
intended, in all events, to eftablilh it. As to the fecond, I thought he wouic 
confider how far that might be advifeable, and whither it might not create 
fome uneafinefs in a felfion which hitherto had, and I hop’d would continue 
to proceed with the greateft unanimity and quietnefs. He feem’d, in this par- 

ticular 


ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


4ii 


iicular, to have overfhot himfelf, at leaft to have intended to feel my pulfe; 
but I had before given affurances that I would not attempt bringing it into 
parliament here, and had very good reafon to beleive other people would, 
at leaft not be at all difpleas’d that it were done, upon an affurance that the 
houfe here might have had another opinion of that projeft then ours in Ire¬ 
land expreft. 

This is, as near as I can recoiled, the fubftance of what paft between us, 
which I have fet down in the very order it was deliver’d, having taken notes 
of all that was faid, as foon as I came home. Upon the whole, I am of opi¬ 
nion, this affair is far from being over, and that as foon as the parliament rifes, 
fomething or other will be attempted, but what in particular, I do not pretend 
to guefs. ■ 

From the fubjed of Mr. Wood’s coinage, we paft to that, which was the 
principal part of my errand, your affair, which I was advis’d only to talk of 
in general, without entering into particulars, or expecting a pofitive anfwer to 
any thing. In this, I found we entirely agreed, fo that after having open’d 
the feveral fteps taken by Fitzwilliams, &c. preparatory to the refolutions, 
and the certainty we had of his g-— r —'*s being at the bottom of the whole, 
(which however was denyed) I told him I was fure I need not remind him of 
the confequences which might attend the giving any countenance to fuch a 
proceeding, which every body here lookt upon as a cpnteft between his majefty 
and the lords, and not between the lords and you. Thefe were the very 
words of L. C. J. King us’d to me. I then mention’d the conftant good 
affedion of our family in general, and your’s in particular, to his majefty’s 
perfon and government; efpecially the fervices which he knew they did him 
laft feffion here; and therefore concluded, that when they were fairly rep re¬ 
lented, as I did not doubt they would be, to his majefty, he would be gra- 
cioully pleas’d to take them into his confideration, and that we entirely de¬ 
pended on his goodnefs and juftice. I faid fomething of myfelf, and that my 
principal errand was, by my behaviour in parliament, to convince his majefty 
and the world, that I had been moft vilely mifreprefented. 

In anfwer to this, I was told, that however he might have been lookt upon 
as an enemy to our family, he never had done any ad to difoblige any one of 
them; but on the contrary, had done us all the good offices he could, when¬ 
ever it lay in his power. That he was fure he had never given my uncle rea¬ 
fon to relent any thing, except it were his not being reftor’d, as others were, 

3 g a ' to 


Wood’s 

Patent. 


1724. 



413 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period III. to his employment, die beginning of the king’s reign. That he was not ther. 
J ^ V in the adminiftration, and therefore that could not be juftly imputed to him, 
1724.. and that fince'he was fo, he had it not in his power to fhew his regard for him. 
As to your particular, tho’ he was fenfible the putting you in the government, 
was afcrib’d to the intereft of other people, yet he allur’d me, ’twas principally 

owing to him, for that unlefs his g-had confented to it, the king would 

never have order’d it to be done, without removing him, which he was fure 

could not have been.done. That he was the perfon who obtain’d his g-- 

confent, and that, not without great difficulty, being oblig’d to make it a point 
between them, and to put an-old freindlhip, that had been between them, upon 
it. That after this affair was fettled, he thought fome trifling pun&ilio’s, as 
not fending the order over under lord leiutenant’s cover, were unneceffarily 
infilled upon, and expreft himfelf with fome warmth againft a freind of your’s, 
whom ’tis not proper nor neceffary to name. He then made profeffions of 
the regard and good opinion he had of me, and of his having taken all oppor¬ 
tunity s of Ihewing it, when I was laft here, which indeed was in, a good mea- 
fure true; that he had endeavour’d to ferve me in the affair of the follicitor- 
ihip, but was prevented by lord Sunderland’s power; and concluded with ge¬ 
neral profeffions of regard to our family, that he would confider of what I had 
faid, and lay it before the king. I told you-before, 3 was inftrufited not to 
make any particular requeft, nor defire particular anfwers; the reafon of 
which, I mull not now tell you, and fo ourconverfation ended. - 

I wont take up your time with making any refle&ions upon it, which you 
are much better able to do; but will in a few words tell you; my impartial opi¬ 
nion of your affair. You have certainly two or three very fincere freinds, 
who have and will employ all their credit and intereft to ferve you, and have 
'* The King, laid every thing in a full and true light before ——*. No body has yet de¬ 
clar’d themfelves openly againft you; and tiro’ I am not fanguine enough to 
beleive, a-s fome of your freinds do, that no attempt will be made to lay you 
afide, yet I am of opinion, that you are upon a much better foot then you 
were laft year, and that Fitzwilliam’s and his wife freind’s fcheme, has been the 

luckyeft incident that could poffibly have befallen you. ’Tis certain W- 

intereft,if employed againft you, is very great; but I affure you, very far from 
being omnipotent, of which we have had very late proofs; and I cant beleive 
he will be brought to lay all his ftrength to do a particular injury to a family, 
who have never diflerv’d. him, but have, and probably may have it in their 
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ppwer to be of ufe to him; and all this to gratifye the private malice and pique 
of two or ; three the molb inconfiderable wretches in the world. But what I ^ 
cheifly-depend on is his-majeftye’s goodnefs and juftice, who I have reafon to 
know, has a good opinion of your’s and my uncle’s integrity and fervices, and 
will therefore not be prevail’d on to {hew a particular mark of disfavour to a 
family, who; he is fenfible, have upon all occafions, appear’d moll fignally in 
his irrtereft, and without vanity, done him confiderable fervice. I at firft in¬ 
tended this letter only as a rough draught, but ’tis fpun out to that unreafon- 
abl'e length, that I have not time, nor indeed am I able to write- it over. You 
muft therefore excufe.the fauks of, it,-. 

LORD .'CHANCELLOR' MIDL'E'l'ON 'T'CS THOMAS BRbrrRICKL • 

Lord Carteret' zealous in promoting Wood's patent,—Represents the natives 
averfe to its reception.—The Englijh cabinet inclined to delay the Surrender, 
with- the hopes of finally Succeeding.—Thofe who oppofe the patent accufed of 
oppofing. the king.—Is determined to refign.—Mentions lord Carteret's fur~ 
prife at that refolution* — Reproaches-Walpole for infolence . - 

(Dublin, : March 15, 1724-25.)- MY letter of the 13th inftanty which goes 
by the pacquet, will certainly come to your hand before this can; which the 
attorney general promifes to deliver into your own hand as foon as convex 
niently may be after he gets to London.- I think I can -have -noe doubt of 
the bearer’s delivering this-into your-hands, and will therefore fpeak plainer 
Englifh then otherwife 1 would venture to doe; yet-not foe plain that every 
one elfe {hall know my meaning as fully as you will; This you may depend 
upon, that the perfon who told you in foe • folemn a manner, .that all people 
would be left at their own liberty;.- &c. thought it either neeeflary or conve¬ 
nient for him to ufe> every way he could think of, that nobody fhould make 
life of-that liberty-to'which-they were to be left: no carefles were wanting to 
foften thofe who were fuppofed capable to be made pliant, nor was there- any 
difficultye made of letting people know what was hoped (if not expefitedjfrom 
thofe-who had dependancyes, and what the confequences-of being;refra£lory 
might (nay would certainly), prove; - Thofe who were againft warm methods 
at-the beginning-, were not-in fo-good grace as -thofe who either advifed or were 
concerned in putting them in execution. To be fhort, I cannot but think that 

a certain- perfon knew-* had the fuecefle of Wood’s coyne foe much at 

heart. 
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Period III. heart, that he was perfuaded to undertake the bufmefs, as the man in the 
1720^01727 .^^^^ mo {j- likely to effe& it, and to deliver fome people in London from the 
1725. -difficulties they have laboured under by means of this patent; and I confeffe 
it is my thought, that more zeal and induftry could not have been ufed to attain 
this end, then was employed, if the fucceffe of it were to be attended with an 
entire reftitution of the fame favour and employment which he formerly 
enjoyed. 

You may be fure thofe who were mo ft zealous enemies to the projeQ were 
firft and moft warmly applied to, and all they could be brought to was this; 
that they believed if the patent was furrendred by Wood before the meeting 
of the parliament, and thereby the fears and diffatisfa&ions of people were 
difpeiled, gentlemen would not be fond of bringing that matter again on the 
carpett, notwithftanding all the hard treatment and ill language the nation had 
received; but that nobody would go into the giving any thing to Wood in 
nature of a compenfation for giving up the patent. People feemed to hope, 
and promifed to ufe their endeavours, that on this foot, matters of fupply, See. 
might goe on in the ordinary courfe; and I am convinced that a certain per- 
fon after having fpent fome time in Ireland, became fo far fenfible of the 
temper of the kingdome, that he gave it to be underftood in London as his 
fenfe, that no endeavours that had been ufed had in any fort reconciled men 
to the receiving that coyne, nor had influenced their meaner paffions to an ac¬ 
quiescence in the pleafure of thofe who in this affair feem to me (at leaft) to 
»0t like our matters. I believe alfo, that he gave as little hopes of an ealy 
feffion of parliament (urvleffe the patent ffiould be previoufly given up) as he 
reafonably might, and that he put the manner of attaining that end, and bring¬ 
ing that about upon the Engliffi miniltry. 

If my accounts from London be well grounded, they pretended ftil to be¬ 
lieve, that the granting the patent, and all that had been done by the lords to 
whofe confideratkra Wood’s petition was referred, and Woods his manner 
•of executing the powers granted to him, and every thing done in England in 
this matter were right, and every thing done here had Seen wrong from the 
beginning; and that even giving Wood (but not in expreffe words or by 
name to him) ,a compenfation for his patent was not at all agreeable to thofe at 
the helm, and would look like a viflory obtained by us here; and I fancy they 
infifted on Ireland’s being contented with the king’s not going farther to Sup¬ 
port the patent or create a currency for Wood’s coyne then had been done 

already* 
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already, as enough to fatisfye them; which is juft what the order in councel 
faith, and was fignifyed to the late juftices with directions to make it publick, v. 
for which I refer you to fome late papers delivered you by C. P. from me. 

It was matter of amazement to tftofe with whom a certain perfon advifed, and 
pretended to be much influenced by their advife, to be told every poft, that no 
orders were come about declaring what the king intended to doe to remove the 
difficultyes which Ireland laboured under, from this patent’s ftil hanging over 
our heads: but fo it was; only we were told, that there would be time enough 
before the meeting of the parliament; and that in the mean time no methods 
were ufed to bring them in upon us. Now I am pretty well convinced, that 
the fatisfaClion (which Mr. S. and others in London had written was ordered 
to be given to Ireland) meant no more then letting matters remain quiet till 
the meeting of the parliament; and I cannot but think that all hands have been 
at work to incline men to think it will be advifeable to go on in the ordinary 
couife of granting fupplyes, without an aCtual furrender of the patent, or tak¬ 
ing the lead notice there ever had been fuch a thing in the world. However 
wild this fcheme may feem to you, yet I am fully perfwaded that it is hoped 
and expended a- pufh will be made to go on with what they call the king’s 
buGneffe, with all convenient difpatch, and if any thing, of the halfpence fhoul'd 
be mentioned, to endeavour to poftpone that till the other is finifhed, with’ 
full affurances of our having time enough for that and all other matters which 
relate to our countrey. I have good reafons to be ftrong of opinion (which I 
confefs-I was not of till very lately) that it is not in their thoughts to give up 
the patent before the feflion, but fairly to try whether people can be cajolled 
or difcourfed into the meafures from the other fide prefcribed to us; and as- 
far as I can judge,, there are fome people here who give hopes, that this 
fcheme will fucceed: but I own I am not of the number;. yet cannot ftnd 
reafons ftrong enough to think I have convinced a friend of your’s, that things 
will not anfwer expectation. It is very hard to perfwade a man to believe 
that will come to paffe, which he hath a mind to have never happen. When 
I have fpoke my mind freely on this occafion, I have been afked who the 
people are who will create the oppolition to things proceeding, according to de¬ 
fire; and have been told that fome people dare not after what they have done 
(whether it was meant in this particular or other matters I know not, but be¬ 
lieve in other things which have come, to the knowledge of a very difcerning 
man) and that thofe who are not under any apprehenftons from a fenfe of their 
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Period Hr. paft actions (whom I underftood. by the term ufed, which was others) would 
1 72010! 727 . n et 0 pp 0 fe the king’s affairs. You fee that-Bill not giving oppofition to 
i7?j. 'Wood is called the king’s bufineffe, or that oppofing the halfpence, is to op-. 
pofe the king’s bufineffe, and confequently thofe who will not oppofe him are 
to be -underftood to doe it; .as on the other hand, thofe who will ftil oppofe 
.-that patent, are to be deemed obftruCtors of it. Nay fo far have I heard 
matters carryed, that no one body in the king’s fervice, in any ft-ation remov¬ 
able-at pleafure, will be continued, who fhall not proceed in the method ex¬ 
pected, not excepting even the moil honourable the privy councel. 

I was on Sunday at the caftle, and delivered my lord lieutenant your letter 
©f the ninth, by which he faw that Mrs. Duncombe’s fecrett about fir William 
Thomfon was not fo entirely new, but that I had notice of it from you. He 
feemed a good deal furprized at the later part of your letter, in which you 
tell me, you hope I am putting things into the belt order.I can-for going into 
England, and told-me it-could not be reafonable to defire or expeQt a licence 
©f abfence foe near before the opening of the parliament. I told him I had 
no fueh thoughts; then faith he, you fpeak upon a fuppofition the king fhould 
difmiffe-you his fervice before that time, (which I doe not beleive) : to that I 
faid, it was not unlikely I fhould attend the feffion in .fome capacitye, either 
public or private; and added, that offering the feal about from hand to hand 
till fomebody could be found to take it up, was certainly intended to leffen me, 
and in great meafure did foe: the former he allowed, but not in any fort .the 
later, and added, that my enemies could not think I had loll any honour in 
this whole affair, which had been fo long between .more than one xniniftry and 
me. 


^Carteret’s. To conclude this tedious fcrawle, I muft tell you that my lord * heart is 
bent on going through this feffion (as if there never had been .fu.ch a thing as 
Wood’s patent in the kingdome) and that he thinks I can, and lhal be an ob~ 
ftacle to their defigns. Thus-,far he.doth me noinjurye, for I have told him 
what I intend to doe in that matter; -and hope I fhal not be difappointed in it. 
But if he believes that the intimations .given out that every body in the Ling’s 
fervice fhall be removed who will not comply, can incline me to quit, or be 
filent in the intereft of my countrey, he entertains thoughts lefs honourable 
then I apprehend my conduCl hitherto in this and other affairsj have given 
him reafon to have of me. I confeffe that from his furprize at hearing what 
^oiumentjoned in relation to my going over loop, and other circumftances, I 

cannot 
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cannot hut apprehend, that his view is to have me palfe the fefllon on the 
wooliitek, and there go through the druclgerye of it, and the reward (which I 
have hern h> long and (o often told of) of my Ion” faithful and powerful ler- 
vices, a f'upet fe,l< ,/s. When that comes, I {hall ceafe to lie the king’s fervant, 
hut not his loyal I'ubjeM. Hut whenever that happens, it will in other peo¬ 
ple’s opinions make me more mailer of tnylelf and my own aftions, then 
when I was in employment. Hut I have alwav looked on the {alary and per- 
tpblitrs of my office, as due to me for ollieiating in the ehaueery and chew here 
as ih.uui'lloi ; and I thank God I have alway thought my 11 If <u liheity to aH, 
rote, and {peak in pailiament (as a hud) juil in the fame manner, while I was 
on the woolftek as I {houhi have done on one of the benches. I have now 
tloue, and am obliged to Mr. W.* for liis honourable petfonnanee of all the 
proiniles he made me in England; hut molt pat denial ly in ptoviduig me a 
Innellur of Inch emi uieye as lit William T. is known to he. 1 will not he 
loiu'et in the pown ol ,ui iniidriit man, hui will in a hide lime lave them d c 
tiouhle of doing an a< t they has e l< > «dien threat nod me ssidg hui h u other 
jeuhms dun good will lusvaids utc liave dclleicd the execution <4 then in¬ 
dignation. 


Wood’s 

Patent. 


17 * 5 * 


• Walpole. 


1,0 HI) CHANCELLOR MIDI, ETON TO THOMAS B R 0 D R 10 K.. 

Jh;>u>UKt:n the departure of an exptefs, convoying a letter fmm the lord iinite- 
/.» the fnutatv of fate, pat in* his uptefl to refiyn the feat. — 
M :>,e\ f. r in ,/;:! r..:n mi , an.! j-r r. >! innk.ny a />n mal tom.plaint 

r 1 !<> lie k : r..\ . - J. ; ni ;nr? m.nh tijmjj.d at his xp'iuuon to 


(Dublin, Mav t, lyjg.) THK expreffe which went hence ye {let dav with Mlilrton 
«i 1. in t f.» die leetetai) of hate, Horn my hud lieutenant to mudye t’not I had * l l crs - 
apph, i 1 1 lo lmn, that his majelhe w(add he pleaied to give me leivt- to {ur- 
, (;ih 1 die !i al, will base deliveted alio to sou mine <4 the aBlh of Apiil, by 
1,1:,,h sou will Do, that I telokeil in 11 unphanoo to your tepcated advice and 
that of m\ Inendi heir) to las down. Nobody was more warm or readier to 
p;u* that ads ice, then the p* tlon, whole lenlr in the matti'r o{ Mr Wood’s 
«.«*•, nr, Mr. <‘. odd )<m In had In smith d. fired, hut could not luve. by his 
being at that tune out of town. l'omi that and Some exprefli<ms he lately 


u!.-d, I at iptelieiid he may liase en.ettaiu. d vety sain expectations; and if 
voi.. ii- max n. 3 H H)y 
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Period III. my conjecture be in any meafure right, thofe probably muft proceed from 
17201 01727 . fome wor( j s w hi c h may have been artfully let fall by a certain perfon on your 
1725. fide of the water to him to bring him into meafures, which the fpeaker of them 
never had the leaft thought of making good. My lafl letter told you, that 
poffibly I might defire the trouble of you to deliver a memorial dire&ly to 
his majeftye; but on confidering that matter again, I thought it not advifable 
to proceed that way, which would put me under great difficultyes as to the 
maner of doing it. To have applyed to his majeftye in blunt terms to have 
leave to lay down the feal, without afligning any reafon why I made that re- 
queft, would naturally imply a difinclination to ferve the king, of which I am 
fure I am not capable: if I reforted to the common motives for making fuch 
applications, indifpofition of body and my advanced age, this would have 
given fome countenance to the revilings and lyes of Shimei, as if I acknow¬ 
ledged myfelf incapable to ferve the king in that office; whereas the truth is, 
that I have health of body and ftrength enough to give me reafon to believe, 
I ffiall be able to difcharge my duty oh the woolfack this feffion, as well as I 
ever did in any former. To have told the truth, which is, that tho’ I am 
fenfible of as much abilitye of body and mind to goe through with the bufineffe 
of parliament and the duty of chancellor, as I ever have been fince I came into 
that placej but I did think myfelf to have been foe ill-treated, that I did 
not look on myfelf in any fort obliged to run the rifle of a fit of fickneffe after 
the feffion, occafioned by the fatigue of the feffion. This would or might put 

me upon explaining myfelf, whether I meant from --- or the miniltry, or 

any others, and whom in particular; and I doe not think it prudent to be in 
danger of making fuch explanations as I muft make, if I tell plainly what I 
refent (and I think veryjuftly). 

Thefe reafons and the advice of my friends, made me content myfelf with 
defiring my lord\lieutenant to fend no more in his letter, then that I attended 
him on Wednefday, and defired him to lay before his majeftye my humble 
requeft, that I might have leave to furrender the feal; and inftead of a letter 
drawn by the fecretary, founded upon fuch explanations as I had made about 
my ill treatment at the time I waited on'him, and which I then intended to 
mention in my memorial to the king, and told him foe the night when I firft 
waited on him. The letter drawn by the fecretarye fhewed me the difficultyes 
I ffiould lye under, in' fuch a maner, that I could never agree it fhould be 
lent as prepared. 


To 
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To fay truth, I am far from thinking Mr. Tickel (who drew it) to have Wood’s 
intended any unkindnefle to me in the draught (which mentioned ill treatment , Patent ' t 
I had received in England lately) and that I found myfelf through want of 1725. 
health, and my great age, incapable to difcharge the duty of my office. I never 
did, or can yet with truth fay foe: but my real refolution is, that I will not 
wear myfelf farther out, or run the hazard of fickneffe by the pains I (hall take 
on the woolfack, during the fefilon, after the ufage I have mett with; and when 
I know what I fhall meet, when the purpofe of thofe, by whofe permiffion I 
yet continue in my employment, is effefited by my affiftance. But I believe 
the letter was direfted to be drawn by my lord lieutenant in fuch a manner, 
that I might fee how my refentment would look, as put into writing by Tickel, 
and I think he took this to be as good a method to dilfwade me from ufing 
expreffions of refentment, as perfifting in giving me his exprefle opinion to 
the contrary, which he fairly and ftrongly did. But I muft be juft to him in 
letting you know, that he lent Tickel’s draught to me by Mr. Clutterbuck, 
who left it with me to cor reft, and alter, and amend as I thought proper. Since 
it was to contain my fenfe, he defired me to expreffe it in my own words; 
and on the beft confiderations of fome of my molt faithfull and judicious 
friends, they and I thought it would be fufficiently underftood by the world 
upon what motives I refigned, without exprefling them, fo I went to the caftle, 
and defired the letter might go in general terms, and foe it is fent. 

His lordlhip, I told you, was greatly Chocked at the refolution I had taken; 
thought I gratifyed myenemyes in it, and fhould leave him under great diffi- 
cultyes to hold a parliament with a new chancellor, who might prove a perfon 
not to be confided in, nor perhaps able to give him much affiftance. 


■LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 


Alteration of meafarts Jince his refgnation.—Hopes of government that no 
mention of the patent will be made in parliament.—His opinion , and conduct 
of lord Carteret on the hifnefs. 


DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, July 4, 1715. 

J7ROM the repeated affurances you have given me lately, that our little cor- 
refpondence is thought worth prying into, I chufe to fend this letter by 
major Renouard, who tells me, he will without fail deliver it into Allye’shand; 
and when it once gets fafe there, I make no difficultye of her being able to 
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convey it to you unexamined on your fide of the water. We are now here 
upon a new fcheme of politicks, which is not to be much wondred at, con- 
fidering the late alteration at the caftle, by my laying down, and another’s fuc- 
ceeding me. In confequence of which, you may be fure I am trufted in the 
fame maner as undeferving, difgraced, or difobliged people alway are at court. 
I have all along acquainted you with every ftep I took to difcourage my lore 
Carterett from entertaining hopes of having a quiet and eafy feffion here, un- 
leflethe parliament were fatisfyed as to the matter of Wood’s patent, for fo( 
I rather chufe to call it, then Wood’s halfpence, which I believe every bodj 
feeth can not obtain a currency here, by reafon of the refolution of thofe for- 
merly in authoritye, and the conltancy of the people in their determinatioi 
not to take them voluntarily; and that his majeftye’s goodnefle and wifdome 
will not admit of his ufing any compulfory means to make them pafle. N< 
man can entertain a thought or apprehenfion that his majeflye will doe an; 
thing inconfiftent with the repeated declarations he hath made on this head. 

But in my opinion, the tranquillitye and eafineffe that the people hath ihew: 
lately upon this matter, proceeds not from their being told, that the king wi! 
not doe any thing to oblige the taking that coyne, nor from the fenfe they have 
that nothing but compulfion will give it a diffufed currencye in the kingdome 
for his majeftye’s patent and declaration in councel, were as ftrong again 
ufing any compulfion to enforce that coyne on the nation, as any thing whic 
hath hapened fince his excellencye’s landing, and the minds of the people wer 
as well known to be very averfe to receiving it voluntarily: nay, foe aver 
were they, that Mr. Wood and his friends were pleafed to argue, that the peop 
were on this fcore become difaffedled to his majeftye’s government. But : 
my opinion, the feeming eafinefs men Ihew of late, by not talking at all aboi 
them, arifeth from an apprehenfion that fome publick aft will be done, or d< 
claration made at the opening of the parliament, which may render it unn 
ceflary to undeceive his majeftye and the councel in England in a very mat- 
rial point, viz. whether there was fuch a want of copper coyne as was fu 
gefted to his majeftye to be in this kingdome, without which- fuggeftion, the 
could not have been a pretence for afleing, or a ground for granting W. 
Wood thofe powers of coyning, which he hath by his patent. Mr. Wood, i 
deed, was ready with his witnefles, to fwear there was a want of fuch coyne, a 
had the good fortune to obtain credit in that matter, for want of witnefles 
prove the contrary; for the fenfe of both houfes of parliament, and of the cot 
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cel board were not of fufficient weight to the contrary; upon this principle Wood’s 
(if I do not miftake) that in matter of property, as Wood’s patent is, the votes > Patent * ^ 
of either, or both houfes, or addreffe of the councel board are not legal evi- 1725. 
dence, much lefs conclufive. 

But I doubt the parliament may be inclined to lay the truth of that fa& in. 
another light then it feems to me to ftand at p relent- on your fide of the water j 
and perhaps they may fancy, that when a thing is of fo national confequence, 
as knowing whether there be occafion for 14 tons of copper to be coyned into 
finall money, to be current for above- 100,000 1 . this matter might have de¬ 
ferred the confideration of the reprefentatives of the kingdome, or at leaft to 
have been referred' to the government and- councel of it, and not to be finally 
determined at the treafury upon the teftimony of perfons, who might be either- 
concerned in inter-eft, that. Wood might obtain a patent to coyne, or'be pro¬ 
cured by him and his friends. But my lord lieutenant feems to me, not to 
expeft he (hall receive any orders to mention either the patent or proceedings 
had either in England or here on that head at the opening of the parliament; 
and confequently that he lhall not in his fpeech take any notice of that affair 
at all: and he alfo feems to believe other- people will be perfedlly file-nt on that 
point too, and proceed in granting fupplyes, and other bufinefife of parlia¬ 
ment (if there lhal be any other) juft as if there never had been fuch a man as- 
Wood in the world, or as if no patent had been granted, or proceedings either 
jn England or Ireland relating thereto; 

If thefe be his real fentiments, I freely own to you, that I think he will be 
greatly miftaken. But I will now tell you my judgement on his conduQ; in 
this whole affair. Iam well fatisfyed that his own private judgement is, that 
the patent obtained in the maner this hath been obtained, and when the king- 
dome did not want (in reality) fuch a quantitye of fmall coyne as Wood, by 
his patent, is authorized to coyne, and without enquiring into the truth of that 
matter on this fide of the water; I fay that his opinion, I believe is, that the 
patent is legal (fuch a.notion he feems to me to have of the king’s prerogative) 
and that the king, by the law, is the judge of the conveniency to the kingdome' 
in granting power to coyne fuch quantitye of bafe money, as he jfhal think pro¬ 
per; and that he i-s empowered to give currencye to a piece of copper for an' 
halfpenny,, which is not of fuch intrinfick value; allowing the neceffary ex- 
pences of coynage and other reafonable allowances. This I think to be-his 
notion, but his good fenfe rauft tell him, that fuch a conceffion puts the fubjeft 
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Period III. very much in the power of the prince, if he be the foie judge of the quantitye 
f-7 ZOt01 > 'of copper to becoyned, and of what intrinfick value the piece to be coyned 
1725. is to be of in proportion to the rate it is to goe att. But I have no reafoa 
to fay, he thinks the king hath a right to inforce fuch bafe money to be re¬ 
ceived as current money by his fu'bje&s; by which, added to the belief every¬ 
body ought to have, that the crowne will not ufe its prerogative to the detri¬ 
ment of the fubjeft, I apprehend, he thinks the fubjeft to be fufficiently 
guarded againft any great and grievous inconvenience from an exceffive quan¬ 
tity of bafe coyne. 1. Becaufe we fhould not think fo ill of the crown, as 
to believe it will for any private inducement, doe any thing which may be 
prejudicial to the nation in general. 2. That there being no neceffitye laid 
on the fubjeft to receive this bafe money, they will be fure to refufe it, -when 
there is a fuperfluitye of it; and then there will be an end of coyning, when 
the tralh cannot be uttered or received as money. 

But it is now time forme to proceed to unfold to you what I mean by our 
new fcheme of politicks. You may remember the matter of Mr. Hackett’s 
letter to me: and to fpeak plain Englifli, I am of opinion, every thing is now 
kept perfefilly a fecret from my knowledge, which is realy intended; for fince I 
have from the beginning told lord C. that I always was, and alway muft be 
againft Wood J s patent, in the whole and in every part, and never could be pre¬ 
vailed upon, either by the moft artful and infinuating letters from England, or the 
great careffes ufed toward me-upon his arrival to come into this darling affair 
{in which I do not find, but that his excellencye went as great lengths in the 
committee of counfel as any body) and fince the more cavalier methods taken 
by him foon after his landing to carry his point, had no more effeft on me 
then his douceurs, I plainly difcovered in him a coldneffe toward me; he al¬ 
way treated me with great civilitye, and as far as good-words went, expreffed 
himfelf to have a particular kindneffe for me. I fhould be glad to be able to 
give one inftance of his favour, unleffe his conftantly advifing with me in the 
moft dcklilh and dangerous affairs to advife in, may be looked on as in¬ 
stances. From time to time I fhewed him fuch parts of your letters as in¬ 
formed me of the manner I was treated in at a certain place, and told him I 
enderftood very well the meaning of thofe who fett the chace on Foot, viz. 
that they who could not affign a ground for removing me, might put me on 
doing that from refentment, which they wilhed to be done, but were unwilling 
to doe profeffedly. He could toot but know from my telling him what I 

heard 
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heard (to all which he alway profofTed he was wholly a ftranger) that I in- WoD ' 
tended to lay down that which only made me capable of being infuUed in die t __ .1 
manner I had been, and I told him that I certainly would quit, if it continued, 172 

without defiling him to ituerpofe, that I might have fairer quarter* 

1\ 1 haps he did not think 1 was of fo much mettle to doe what he afterwards 
found 1 dated and refblvcd to doe; or to fpeak my mind clearly; he refined 
listen This man will never come into my fchemes, but lord chief baron Hale 
will; let them proceed to worry M— and let him he angry and throw up, 
and then 1 ihall have* opportunitye of bunging Mr. Hale into Ins place to have 
;t chancellor as obfequious, as his picdcceffor hath been untradabie* And I 
mull needs lav* that upon the belt conlidcration of things which I have been 
able to give them, my thoughts are* that for fume time it hath been wrote by 
tool (A that its not to he expeHed things will dor in parliament here, without 
giving the people fatisfaHion in the matter of Wood's patent, and I believe he 
hath fat that nut foe llrongly as to convince the minifh y. I am alio apt to 
brbrvrg that to hi ing them into the* king's giving him inilinations or power to 
give she padiament latisfadiun in that particular, he may have given hopes, 
nay ulhttamex of being able on thole terms to obtain great fupplyes, and in¬ 
deed, of nut being difappointed in any thing that is not very tmreafonable in 
point uf money, if men’s minds can be made eafv about the patent. But 
I am of* opinion, that he hath defired to he left at liberty, not to mention it 
i; ■ his fpetn Ig out of hopes that nobody will mention the patent in padiament; 
but if* if he Hit red, and the parliament fhevv a (pit it, that he may then have 
itn' puent hi hi. ptnui to quahhe theii heats, and by this imams he will come 
at tlif kntmh d oi d;e buhl itu n who Shall venture to appear m the lerviee 
oi their untune}, and not wotilttp Baal, upon whom I have rcaton to believe, 
a-. gtraf matks of n (eminent will be (hewn, as men deierve, who having cm- 
}>h»nmsits, due not ad as they arc bill. 

LOUD M 1 D L E TOM 10 THOMAS BRODRICIv* 

An u/uw/V aw vf w ikrnh.i at UJl the ajair \f f Feed A patent J/mdd hr brought 
p-ninna-nt by L:s mans—and ImptS that ly his a jlijUnu r tinny s may 
i % n:a:d tjuietr—L,: » ’ - v < j m -ipitts //n.L «V A—Mryo ;uo that lard 
Ca* ten! o lining 1 by the /.. yJ \ m;,. r >y.—SatjJiiy vj Jaitojying the 
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DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, July 17, 

1 J Continue ftill fas my wife once called me humoroufiy enough) vice chan¬ 
cellor to Mr. Weft, who is not yet landed, nor poffibly may in two or 
three dayes, if his being unwilling to ride over the mountains of Wales, or 
any other confideration hath determined him to come direftly from Chefter 
water, and not ride to Holyhead: the wind is now at Weft and may continue 
longer foe than he is aware of; but the captain of the yatcht will be able to 
tyde it down to the head, and when he gets foe far, will be able to make his 
paffage thence at leaft, as well as any of the pacquet boats. Before you re¬ 
ceive this, I hope M. R. will have delivered into your hands a long letter of 
three fheets, which I at firft intended to have fent to you under Allye’s cover, 
but altered my meafures, becaufe it would then have gone firft to Peperhara 
before you received it. I dial be very uneafy till I have your anfwer to each 
part of it, as well publick as private. Tho’ I have not received a line from 
you fince your’s of the fecond inftant, yet I am fenfible you have had one from 
me, becaufe my lord C. takes notice of mine to him which went under your 
cover. In it, he fpeaks to this effeft, that he hopes I will continue to make 
ufe of my intereft to keep things quiet here. This caution of his to me, cer¬ 
tainly arifes from his having been told from this fide, that fuch methods have 
been taken, to prevent the matter of Wood’s patent being brought upon the 
ftage in our approaching parliament, as will attain the end, if I doe not ap¬ 
pear in the matter, and concert meafures about it, and fett it on foot. 

Asfor mypartin the affair, Tam kept entirely a ftranger to what is intended, 
if any thing has been determined: nay I am told my lord hath not yet any 
orders in that particular, but he ftil feems to hope that matter (with my 
ajijiance) will reft, and that the feffion will goe on very fmooth without men¬ 
tioning or thinking of the copper money. I have alway told him he would 
find his miftake too late, and that unleffe men’s minds were made eafy in 
that particular, it would certainly be taken up by fomebody; and when it 
Chould be foe, that it would not be in the power nor inclination of his fincere 
friends to ftop things from going farther then would have fatisfyed men’s minds 
at the opening of the feffi'on. To fancy telling the houfes from the throne, 
that the king will not doe any thing to inforce a currencye of that coyne, 
is no more then the patent fpeaks, and is contained in the report of the com¬ 
mittee of counoel and the king’s order of councel thereupon. This I think 
will be foe far from preventing the parliament entring into the confideration 

"of 
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of that matter, that it feems to me to furnilh an handle to thofe who have a Wood 

mind to bring the affair on the carpett. And I confeffe my thoughts to be, that v _ 

■ there will appear more gentlemen in the matter then feems to be expedited. 17; 

I am very doubtful that encouragement is given from your fide to the 
people confided in here to create my lord C. all the difficulties poffible in the 
feffion, and if a ftory be true, which I lately heard from noe ill hand, he 
will find not only little affiftance, but hearty oppofition from a quarter whence 
it feems to be little apprehended. Now methinks you might, as you- are going 
toward Peperhara, call on a gentleman* who lives a very little out of the road, * Sir 
and tell him that which I have often endeavoured to perfuade his friend to 
be the truth of the cafe, that (unleffe it be refolved in England) that we filial 
fpeak our minds freely in what maner the nation hath been treated in the mat¬ 
ter of Mr. Wood from the beginning to the end in the plaineft maner, as well 
as in procuring and paffing the patent, as how the parliament, privy counfel, and 
nation have been ufed, &c. I fay, if this be not the wiCh ofpeople, fome ftep 
fhould be made to quiet men’s minds, that neither this patent nor any ob¬ 
tained for the private benefit of any body without the application of the king- 
dome, or foe much as acquainting the government and councel of this king- 
dome, that it was fuggefted that there was a want of copper money, or direfr- 
ing the truth of that fad to be inquired into, in Ireland; fhal be ufed or put 

in practice. But if the long ftep taken at the T-in granting the patent 

upon fuch information as preceded die obtaining this, muft in all events be 
fupported, and made a point of prerogative, I cannot but think the parlia¬ 
ment will look on their property to be touched too nearly by fuch a pofition 
as juftifies the manner of obtaining and granting this patent, not to doe their 
belt to prevent their falling into misfortunes, which they believe will follow 
from this point being once infilled on in the manner it hath been (in my opi¬ 
nion) unleffe it be receded from. I know how difficult a thing it is, to bring 
great people to doe all that will be wifhed on this occafion: but I now write 
while there is time to doe what may prevent warmth in our approaching fef¬ 
fion ; and I confeffe I do not fee that any thing leffe then what I have hinted 
at, can attain that defirable end. 

This, this, is the way and the only One I can think of having things proceed 
fmoothly in parliament: till we were bleffed with a bank and a copper patent, 
every thing proceeded quietly here: the people gave what was demanded to 
fupport the eftablifhment, nay ex abundanti encreafed their own expence by an 

vol. 11. part 11. 31 addition 
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addition to the pay of the troops. But when they found their money was go- 
’ing into private pockets (I mean the projectors of the bank and Mr. Wood 
and his partners) they could not digeft thofe proceedings. Methinks you 
may better difcourfe this matter where it is proper, then that it fhould be 
done in a letter direCtly to the party; in which I Ihould not be fond of fpeak- 
ing my thoughts foe plainly as to the king’s prerogative and the proceedings 
at a certain place where you were a witneffe of -what palled, as I reafonably 
may when I write privately to one whofe eftate lyes in this countrey, and to 
whom I have foe near a relation as I have to you; in whom I entirely con¬ 
fide, that you will make no other ufe of what I write, than to confider whe¬ 
ther what my thoughts on this fubjefl are, may be of any fervice to the king 
and this poor countrey in the very difficultyes we lye under. For it is certain, 
nothing can be foe fatal to our happinelfe, as to lye or fall under the difplea- 
fure of the king, or the refentment of the miniftry. Now unlefs fomething 
can be done to prevent the heats, which I think will unavoidably happen in 
our parliament, if it open without giving better fatisfa&ion about Mr. Wood’s 
coyne then (I fear) hath been yet given, I confeffe I have a very melancholy 
profpeCl of the fuccelfe of the felfion. 

LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

Conjectures that’ lord Sunderland was the original author of Wood’s patent, and 
thence accounts for the zeal with which lord Carteret promoted it. 

(Dublin, Auguft 15, 1725.) WHEN Wood’s patent was heard of firft, 
I call about to find who was the perfon for whofe benefit that worthy projeCl 
was fett on foot, and truly the firft way my thoughts turned, was to confider, 
whether this might not fpring out of a former patent, granted to alderman 
Knox, the intereft of which came to the late earl of Arran; and I did fancy 
this might have taken its rife from that root, efpecially when I confidered the 
relation there is between thofe who are defcended from lord Arran’s heireffe, 
and fome perfons in very confiderable power at the time of the, palling that 
patent. Under this miftake, I continued, till a friend* of yours, who is now 
on the continent, gave me an account from the court t where he was at that 
time, that a certain perfon J, to whom I recommended him, and who allowed 
hijn familiar acceffe, feemed to efpoufe the patent in a warmer manner then I 
did believe he would have done, as a matter which was undoubtedly the king’s 

pre- 
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prerogative, &c. I then began to fufpeft that, my firft conjecture was wrong, and 
that any perfon reprefenting lord Arran or their friends, had the preceding or ^ 
bringing the fcheme to the perfeQion it came afterward. And I doe confeffe, 
that the judgement given by Solomon about the true mother of the child 
(which was grounded upon the real concern which appeared in one of the 
contending partyes, to prevent the death of the child) hath influenced me a 
good deal in my opinion, that the friends of thofe who feem not to have half 
foe much concern for the event of this affair, as another perfon feems to me 
to have fhewn for feveral months paft, are not fo much at the bottom of it, as 
I once believed, and that this was the offspring of one (who is now in his 
grave) and for that reafon, as well as to keep well with thofe who are to gett 
by it, hath been ftrenuoufly fupported by his furviving friend. Of the truth 
of his endeavours to fupport it, I need no proofs, but am to feek for a reafon 
for a wife man’s doing it; foe far as I think this hath been carryed, unleffe 
there were fome very ftrong reafon to induce him to doe all in his power to 

endeavour it. This is moft certain, that Mr. W- * difclaimcd, and doth 

difclaim having any hand in it, or other notice of it while it was in agitation, 
then fuch as he neceffarily mull; have by his office,' and I have it from a 
good hand, that he declares he all along was in his judgement, and declared 
himfelf againft the thing as very unreafonable in itfelf. 

What I have already wrote, I intend as a foundation for my following con¬ 
jecture, that all methods have been hitherto taken, and I believe will be ufed 
to have the fall as eafy as poffible; and perhaps the fecurity of this poor coun¬ 
trey from any ill confequences which it may fall under by means of this patent, 
or from fuch a precedent, may be thought of leffe concern to be remedyed, 
than the covering what hath paffed in the manner of obtaining this grant. 
This confideration may lead you into conje&ures, what is advifed from the 
friends of the patent here, by which I think thofe on your fide of the water 
will a good deal be guided in their meafures to quiet this affair. How far 
fuch endeavours to cover, &c. will attain the end aimed at, which is faid to be 
to quiet the minds of the people by giving them reafonable fatisfa&ion. See. 

I'doe not know, but of this I am certain, that a friend of your’s feemed to 
me to be in great warmth, when I difeourfed with him laft on this fubjeCl, and 
feemed to think the aftual furrender of the patent would be infilled on; I 
fay, I obferved a great deal of heat and diffatisfaction as far as I could judge, 
by the manner in which-he deported himfelf, and fome expreffions which 
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Period III. dropt. You will take your own meafures as to your'refolution contained in 
nr>s 0 £ ^ (which is the lateft I have received from you) and will con- 
1725. lider, when you know from your friend in London, what will be done, whether 
that will in your opinion be fafe, and to the fatisfaftion of rational men, who 
really have the good of their country, and not their own private interefts in 
view, and take your meafures accordingly. But the time is coming on very 
fall, and what will be done, will be (I think) at the very beginning of the fef- 
lion, when not one man of the Handing troops will venture to be abfent (on 
pain which may enfue) and a vote then will determine the fate, of this affair, 
and I think of our countrey too in canfequence. 


Midleton 

Papers. 


LORD MIDLETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

Declares that nothing lefs than an aBual furrender of the patent will avail* 

DEAR BROTHER, Dublin, Auguft 19, 1725. 

B Y a letter which I received lately from the perfon at Chefter, under whofe 
cover I have fent my letters to you at Bath lately, I have reafon to be¬ 
lieve that mod of mine are come to your hand, which went that way, becaufe 
my correfpondent owns the receit of them, and affures me, they from time to 
time were forwarded by the croffe poll. I have given you the beft and ear- 
lieft accounts from hence, that I can learn; for you may be fare I am kept 
entirely in the dark as far as poffible; and yet there is not a movement they 
make, or any fcheme undertaken by them, but comes fome way or other to my 
knowledge. 

I have already told you, that Mr. C-came to me on the day I took 

phyfick, and by that means could not attend at the caftle according to ap¬ 
pointment, altho’ I promifed to doe foe, and that the main of his bufineffe was 
to take my opinion, whether nothing would doe but giving up the patent; and 
the anfwer I made, that in November laft, I had, with the privity of my lord 
lieutenant, difcourfed feveral gentlemen to know their mind and refolution in 
that particular, who had all unanimoufly declared their fenfe to be, that no¬ 
thing but an aflual furrender and giving up of the patent could prevent that 
affair being mentioned in parliament; which was alfo my opinion at that time, 
and that I knew not that any one of them had altered his thoughts fince, and 
believed they had not, nor had I altered mine. Prodigious indultry hath 
been ufed to foften this affair, as to the matter, and I muft tell you, that the 

perfon 
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perfon to whom your laft letter feems to impute your not doling with Dr. 
Hackett for the purchafe of a certain farm,, wrote to me lately to this pur- ^ 
pofe, that for his part he thought a declaration from a certain place, that we 
fhould never be troubled with the halfpence, would be fatisfa&ory to him; but 
that he was white paper, and if convinced that was not fufficient, fhould be 
guided by his friends; but faid, he fuppofed it was not intended nor expended 
he fhould take the lead. 

If you turn to my letters, you will find one dated in November, which con¬ 
tains an account of a converfation between half, a dozen gentlemen of figure, 
who dined at my houfe with the privitye of my lord lieutenant, that I might, 
know what their fenfe was as to the maner of putting people’s minds at eafe 
about Wood’s patent; and you will there find, that not one of them thought 
of any thing lefle then an a (dual furrender and giving up the patent. Upon 
this point, I all along infilled,, and was accordingly treated; the fame letter 
will alfo tell you the names of gentlemen who agreed in that opinion, no one 
diffenting. I believe the Englifh air really hath effeft on moft of our coun- 
treymen, who goe over; and I doe allure you, it hath had very great influence 
on feveral, particularly on your tenant, and the gentleman of whom I gave 
you caution, under the charafter of a perfon very ambitious; of which he 
gave you a fample in his difcourfe, whether the matter pf the halfpence fhould 
be entred upon before other bufinefle. 

My laft letter to you by the crolfe poll, of which the whole fuperfcription 
is in my own hand (whereas in others I leave it to Mrs. Kenna to fuperfcribe) 

tells you how aflive-is to ward againft an aftual furrender being declared 

from the throne, or being made, if I underftand him right. But I fancy that 
point will be got over; but am fure it will be with the utmoft relu£lance and 
regret. But I now hear we are to have the old way of accounts being laid 
before the parliament, which was condemned in the felfion in 1703; for which 
we fent fir William Robinfon to the cattle, and voted him incapable of any 
public emploiment, revived. His fault confifted in this; in ftriking. a ballance, 
by which the debt of the nation appeared' to be one hundred and three 
thoufand and odd pounds more then it would have been, if credit had been 
given for calh in collefilor’s hands, and for feveral folvent branches of the 
revenue, that were not then collefled.- I fhould be forry any thing of this 
kind fhould be revived now, or endeavoured to be brought again into prac¬ 
tice, becaufe I think the attempt will not fucceed, and a difappointment will 

not 
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Period III, no t be at all for my lord lieutenant’s honour ; or if it fhould fucceed, I think 
1720 to l 7 2 7 -‘ t be extremely hurtful to the kingdom. I hear a certain perfon ap- 
1725. proves the thing extremely, and that the officers who are to prepare the pa¬ 
pers to be laid before the parliament, have directions to draw the demand at 
full, without giving the nation credit for feme things, which I doubt the par¬ 
liament will think ought to have been brought to credit. This is an odd paf- 
fage, but I verily think there is fomething in it, and fure you had fome hint of 
it, when you fay in'a late letter, that if you find fchemes are framing to. bring 
us into fuch a debt as m.uft mine the nation, you will come over to give your 
affiftance to prevent it. For God’s fake (without the Ioffe of one poll) write 
to London for a copy of Wood’s laft petition, which was referred to the com¬ 
mittee of councel, and upon which they made the .report, which was the foun¬ 
dation of the order about ‘the commiffioners of the revenue recalling their 
orders, and the lords juftices publiihing the king would not inforce that coyne; 
for much depends on it. 

iORD MIDLETON I'd THOMAS BRODRICK. 

Surrender of the patent communicated to- the councel.—Proceedings and joy 
thereupon.—Difficulties to be apprehended about the manner of addrejfing the 
ling.—Is inclined to promote the fupplies. 

Midleton (Dublin, Aug. 27, 1725.) YESTERDAY morning my lord lieutenant’s 
Papers. p r i v ^ e Secretary monfieur Balaquier came to my houfe to acquaint me Mr. 

Edgecumbe was landed, and had brought difpatches concerning a matter of 
confequence; and that my lord intended to impart the news fir ft to me; to 
which end he was ordered to call On me, and tell me his excellencye defired 
to.fee meat the caftle as foon as L could this evening. Before he came I 
had received my friend’s letter of the 14th inclofed in your’s of the fixteenth 
from the Bath. But by the by, whoever recommended that meffenger, would 
hardly have thought him a proper perfon, if he had been privy to the import 
of your letter; for that gentleman withdrew frOtn I reland to avoid being ex r 
amined as to his knowledge how far a certain great man knew of, or was con¬ 
cerned' ih the procuring or fupporting that patent: I mean he who faid, that 
lord M. was at'length’turned out. If opporturiitye offers, you or any freind 
of mine ‘may iky his favorite patent is brought to an end, notwithftanding all 
'the methods taken to reconcile people to it.. 


The 
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The matter was imparted to me at the caftle under the greateft confidence, 
as not having been communicated to any body before; but I could not con¬ 
ceal its being no news to me, who had an account from another hand j and I 
can no more conceal from' you, that I mett the fpeaker coming out of the 
caftle juft as I came into the yard, but poffibly it was not told him. My lord 
imparted the thing to the councel, which was faid (by the fummons) to be called 
on extraordinary bufineffe. Every body, you may be fure, was extremely de¬ 
lighted with the news, and they feemed to me to fhew moft joy, who had 
hitherto never given that project any avowed opposition. But the fpeaker’s 
zeal carryed him foe far, as to ufe this over rhetorical.expreffion, that he be¬ 
lieved God Almighty infpired the minijlry , who advifed his roajeftye to the 
meafures he had taken to have the patent furrendred, and, as I underftood, 
he faid, he rofe to congratulate or give thanks in the name of all the people 
(the laft words he actually ufed) and ftiould propofe an addrelfe of thanks to 
his majcftye, if he were not fenfible that would more properly be moved elfe- 
where, and I think, ventured to undertake for one, if not both houfes of par¬ 
liament, that the thing would be done. Which put me in mind of :a paffage 
in one of Shakefpeare’s playes,' where Owen Glendower (a proud Weigh wan) 
in a rant faid, that at his birth the fkyes were all on fire, to- which Harry 
Piercy anfwered with juft contempt, that foe they would have been,.- if his 
mother’s catt had kittened at that time. 

My lord lieutenant, you nday be fure, reprefented the thing in the ftrongeft 
terms as a great condefcenfion, and an aft of great goodne.fs .in his.majeftye; 
and this I think might reafonably be expefted to be his ftyle, but the arch- 
biftiop gave it the term of a piece of juftice done by his majeftye to this king- 
dome. I confefle that I apprehend the truth lies (as it often doth between 
difputants) in the middle, and'that neither of them was in the right (to fpeak 
the real truth) if they confined their thoughts to the narrownefsof the exprefi- 
fions by them ufed.. For my part, I doe think the eafing the kingdome of 
that patent, was an aft which the king owed in juftice, and which they might 
with modeftye hope from his majeftye’s tender regard for, and affeftion to 
them. But I doe not think that the king was in any way obliged in juftice to 
take thofe methods, which brought Wood ;of his own accord, without a judge¬ 
ment againft the patent, to fur render and give it up. And this certainly was 
a condefcenfion in his majeftye, and a great aft of his goodnelfe, and a ftrong 
inftance of that gracious difpofition towards this kingdome, which' ought to 
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Period Ilf. remove all fears of his entertaining any other'thoughts of us, then as of a very 
17^0101727. j 0 y a j p art 0 y y,- s dominions, to fay noe more. 

igz$. My lord lieutenant told me yefterday, he refolved not to make the fpeech 
on the 7th of September, but that the houfes fhall meet then, and the commons 
iffue writs for new members, and the new peers and bifhops be introduced; 
and that then the houfes fhould adjourn for a week or ten dayes, that the 
kingdome might, previous to the meeting of the parliament, be acquainted 
with the patent being laid afide. I forefee fome difficultye, that I doubt will 
arife about the maner of addreffing. Every body will with great duty and 
gratitude own his majeftye’s goodneffe in what hath been now done; but how 
that will be done foe as not to give offence by mentioning the redrefle to have 
arifen upon the addreffes of the houfes, complaining of the patent (which per¬ 
haps will not be liked) or elfe by making the thing a meer aft of grace and 
favour, to which this ftrong objeftion may be oppofed, that the parliament 
hath, by their feveral addreffes, mentioned this patent (in the maner it was 
obtained) to have been unprecedented, and very prejudicial to the kingdome; 
to which his majeftye hath anfwered, that the patent he granted to William 
Wood, was what his anceftors had from time to time done, &c. Thefe are 
not his words; but by my fenfe, he by his anfwer claims it to be bis right to 
grant a patent in the fame maner, and upon the fame information he granted 
this; and truly he hath been told all was right, that the kingdome wanted fmall 
money, and that his majeftye had not been mifinformed, &c.; but I confelfe 
thefe are not the. words of a certain report, but I take it to be the fenfe of it. 
if then we own the procuring the patent to be furrendred to be an aft of grace 
and favour; is not that an allowance, that in juftice it might have been infilled 
• upon as duly obtained and granted? and if that be foe will it not be in the 
power of the crown at any time hereafter to doe the fame thing ? though I am 
perfuaded, fince this experiment hath hitherto had fo ill fucceffe, and met foe 
ftrong oppofition, I doe apprehend, the holdeft minifter will not think it ad- 
vifeable foon to fteer the fame courfe. 

But there feems to me an appearance that people may differ as to the me¬ 
rit of the thing. Some will believe they doe all that can be reafonably ex- 
pefted from them, if they forgett what is paft (and that hath been a great oeal) 
and proceed to bufmeffe, and give fuch fupplyes as they fhould have judged 
leafonable, if the day of paffing Wood’s patent had been (as Job wifhed the 
day of Ms birth had been) not joined to the dayes of the year. But if I ap¬ 
prehend- 
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prebend things right, it is hoped and perhaps expelled, that in the joy of our Wood’s 
hearts for this great condefcenfion, we fhall fupply very liberally, and perhaps be t faKnt ‘ . 
leffe ftri6l in fcanning and looking into money matters. But the archbifhop 1725. 
put the thing in this light the other day; a man (faith he) throws me into a 
mill pond, and then pulls me out of it, all over wett: hath he done me a fa¬ 
vour, taking the matter altogether? I own, if we can fleer clear of the dif¬ 
ficulty es arifing from the maner of addrefling, I lhal be inclined to wink at 
any tolerable exceeding in the fupply, without enquiring with eagle’s eyes, 
what is to be done or hath been done with the money. If I fhould fufpe£fc 
that it went a certain way, I fhall confider whether in prudence we are obliged 
to be too inquifitive, and to put this difficultye on gentlemen who wifh well 
to their countrey, to make them alway obnoxious, and give others opor- 
tunitye of confirming the great men in England, that they (and they only) now 
(as formerly) fupport the king’s interefts. If you think I am wrong in this, 
you muft not judge by the rules men are to take, who expeQ; to live in this 
world with any quiet; but I cannot fay, that I think the thing ftri&ly right. 

Farewell. I aflure you, I am glad the thing is fo well over. Pray God fo 
unreafonable a fupply be not pufhed for, as may divide us more then we have 
yet been. 


LORD MIDlETON TO THOMAS BRODRICK. 

Confers with lord Carteret about wording the addrefs of thanks.—Is deter - 
mined to aB with moderation and refpeB to the king. 

(Dublin, September. 16, 1725.) I Had executed my promife to you in Midleton 
part, before I received your laft, by declaring I would with the greateft foft- Pa P ers * 
heffe and duty to his majeftye, acknowledge his goodnefie in eafing us from 
the apprehenfions and fears we lay under from Wood’s patent, by his ma- 
jeftye’s interpofing foe far as to have the patent refigned and furrendred. But 
at the fame time, I infilled on it, that we fhould fay it was done upon the 
humble reprefentation laid before his majeftye by the parliament. The perfon 
with whom I difcourfed feemed much to diflike the later words, but was for 
our faying, that the royal condefcenfion and goodnefie of the king in procur¬ 
ing the patent to be furrendered, filled the hearts of his fubjefts with a deep 
fenfe. See. and that the afitual furrender, &c. had given us entire fatisfa&ion. 

a k. Much 
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Period III. Jons. He' found (in a while after the grand jury had refufed to prefent the 
1720 to I 7 z 7 ^ ettet ^ an( j a f ter f aw j n w hat maner the difcharging the grand jury was re- 

1725. fented) that the temper of the whole people was averfe to Wood’s coyne, and 
that it was not a faftion or party only railed againft it, that there was a necef- 
fitye to doe fomething to pacifye people’s minds; but faw the method pre- 
fcribed to the juftices (to publilh the redu&ion of the whole fumme to 
40,000/.) would be of no avail. His next thought was to order the 
judges of affize to affure the country in their circuits, and to fatisfye the 
people the halfpence would not be brought in among them: and this they 
did fo far, that the countrey feemed eafy and not to be under much con¬ 
cern on that account; but that proceeded from an opinion they had, that 
the patent would be called in or given up before the meeting of the parlia¬ 
ment. Whereas it is very poffible he expe&ed the parliament might be 
brought together, and meet in fuch a temper as (if the halfpence were not 
brought into the kingdome, nor the patent given up) it might remain in being* 
and all that had been done would have been paffed over in filence. It is 

true, that-read part of a letter to me, which (as it was read) feemed tet 

me to impart, that it was his opinion, the patent muft be given up. But 
matters were fo ordered between your fide of the water and this, that we 
heard nothing of the refolutions taken in England till Auguft laft, when the 
parliament was fitting, and what paffed then you well know. Then the giving 
up the patent, and his majeftye’s part in it, muft be reprefented as matter of 
eondefcenfion and royal favor (againft which I advifed, apprehending it ftas 
meant as a fhooing horn for attaining fome things which could not with any 
good grace have been infilled op otherwife) and I much doubt, fome hopes 

if not affurances, have been given by-that fomething very fatisfaftory to 

the perfons who had obtained that boon fhould be found out. This, I fear, 
is at^the bottom; and if it be, the difappointment will be as far fatal as the 
loofing the fupport of the perfons who expeft, can be foe. Adieu. 

The fucceffe at the beginning of the feffion in carrying the words royal fa¬ 
vour and eondefcenfion, in the addreffe to His majeftye, and of fupplying the 
deficiencyes in that to my lord lieutenant, gave, I believe, fuch hopes, that it 
was believed nothing could be propofed that would not becarryed; but men 
fhould diftinguifh between general expreflions of compliment in addreffes, and 
votes for taxing the nation; men weigh the later more before they come into 
them then they doe the former. 

I will not conclude this without telling you, that a gentleman of my ac-' 

quaintance, 
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quaintance, who hath a friend very converfant at the caftle, tells me his friend 
informed him that the common topick of difcpurfe at the caftle is the obliga- ^ 

tions lord-* hath laid on lord M*-*—— and. that all thefe difappointments 

are owing to the later. I aflted him whether lord M. was taxed with having * 
promifed any thing which he did not perform, he faid not. I have often 
heard M. fay he owed great obligations to lord C, and I am fure he never did 
nor ever will difown them r but I have reafon to believe he never could think 
it juft, honourable, or handfome, to pay a perfonal debt of gratitude, by adling 
in a publiek truft contrary to that which in his judgement, was expedted from 
him by, and was due to the publiek. But lord M. thinks it is not prudent to 
tax him in this maner, as if he were the caufe of all that is taken amiffe. 
Surely if the things expedted were in themfelves reafonable, the management 
of affairs is in foe able hands, that they would have been made appear to be 
foe;, and if that had been done, whaf.intereft of any particular perfon could in 
a reafonable thing prevail againft right, when all honeft men, all the miniftry, 
and dependants and expectants of all. forts, are taken into the number ? What 
arguments could one private man ufe to tbefe perfons to overballance tbofe on 
the other fide? But from the time I declared rnyfelfiri November 1724, to be 
againft giving any advice, till the- patent was furrendrdd- * I- have not observed 
that I ever was fo happy, to be able to propofe or advife any one thing which 
was thought fit to be followed. Farewell. 

Intended dedication of the Drapier’s letters.^Endorfed in lord Mi'dleton’s 
hand-writing —“ This paper was left at my houfe in my abfence on 20 Sept, 
and brought to me by one of my ftruants while I was at dinner in the prefence 
of my fon, Mr. Watt, and Mr. Slatery . I ordered thefervant to tell the man 
who left it, that I would not by any means confeni to the dedication of the 
/ J) rapiers to me, and if done, would complain of the pr'intcr.” 

TO THE RIGHT HON. AIAN, LORD VISCOUNT MIDLETON. 

MY LORD, 

'Y'OU have fo fignally interefted your felf in afferting the dying liberty of 
your country-, that to offer the following papers to any other, would be the 
greateft injuftice I could poffibly be guilty of to your lordfhip’s chara£ter, 
which muft attend the fame of the greateft fovereigns that have adorn’d the 

JBritifti 
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Period III. Britifh throne through the memoirs of futurity. But among all the great 
1720to t 7 a 7 ‘ a Q.^ Qns q £ y 0ur lordfhip’s life, your late conduft in the affair of the copper- 
*725. halfpence juftly demands the nation’s thanks: and, in my humble opinion, the 
Drapier himfelf would have been intirely filent in that affair, had he not had 
fo glorious an example as your lordfhip to follow, whofe every aftion teftifies 
to 'the world, that your greateft glory is being what the ancient Romans fo ar¬ 
dently defir’d, z. pater p atria. 

I humbly beg pardon for my preemption, and remain with all refpeQ:, 
My lord, 

You lordfhip’s moft humble, and moft obedient fervant, 

George Faulkner. 


1 7 * 5 ' 


LETTERS BETWEEN SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, LORD TOWN- 
SHEND, THE EARL OF JLAY, AND OTHERS, RELATING 
TO THE TUMULTS IN SCOTLAND. 

SAINT JOHN BRODRICK TO LORD MIDLETON. 

Thomas Brodrick propofes to enforce the payment of the malt tax in Scotland.— 

, Walpole at firfl oppofes it> but f natty accedes. 

MY XORD, . Xondon, Feb. 8, 1723-—4« 

J Am to acknowledge the favour of three of your letters, of the 25th, 27th, 
and 30th of January. The two firft came by Wednefday’s poft, but dining 
the next day with the duke of Roxburgh, and flaying pretty late there, I could 
not anfwer them at that time. Before I enter into particulars, I think it 
neceffary in general to tell you, that as the letter for conftituting or naming 
lords juftices, is not yet come, fo you tnuft not expefl any other account of 
your affair, but that it ftill continues upon as good afoot as poffible, nor can 
I yet fee the leafl danger of its mifearrying. ’Tis, very eafy, however, to 
difeem the different inclinations of fome of our great men by their very dif¬ 
ferent behaviour to me... . From one fide,. I meet with more civility and good- 
nefs than I can well exprefs, and I am perfuaded, they are very fincere in their 
profeffiens; other people talk always in general terms, but fo as they would 

have 
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have me beleive, they are and always were very good freinds to our family, 
and that even at this time, they have not a thought of doing the leaf, injury to v, 
any. one of them . Thefe are their own words; and as they will in a very fhort 
time have an opportunity of explaining themfelves, fo I {hall defer giving my 
opinion of them till then. I could wifh, however, that the bufinefs of the Scotch 
malt tax had not hapned, at leaft that my uncle had not appear’d fo warmly in it, 
till your’s were over. The cafe is this: ever fince the end of the war, they 
have been charg’d with the fame duty upon malt, 6 d. per bulhel, with En¬ 
gland; but this being more then that commodity will bear, as they fay, they have 
never paid one farthing to that tax, which you know is- a very greivous one 
here, and confequently mull imagine the Englifh members were not well, fatisfyed 
to fee them efcape without paying one farthing, where they pay 750,000 1. per 
annum. My uncle, among others, has always roar’d at this, - and mov’d yef- 
terday to adjourn the committee of ways and means, where the malt tax was 
propos’d, till Monday, in order to think of fome method to oblige Scotland 
to pay fomething to it. This was oppos’d by Mr. W——, but after fome 
debate, he was oblig’d to give it up,, and I beleive ’twill admit of a pretty 
long one a Monday, and if not carryed, there will, be at leaft a pretty clofe 
divifion upon it. I own I don’t fee how infilling upon fo juft a thing can 
reafonably give any offence; but as’tis a method with fome people to tax 
thofe who either refufe to go into, or oppofe their jobs, with obftrufting the 
king’s roeafures, fo ’tis not impoflible but this turn may be given my uncle’s 
behaviour; and for that reafon I preft him, and made ufe of all the little fil¬ 
tered I have, to p'revail with him not to take the lead in this affair, but to no 
purpofe. I own I cannot enter into their, reafons, tho’ I fubmit entirely to 
their advice, who think the way to attain what every honeft man wilhes for, 

the humbling-, is to go thro’ this feffion as quietly and with as little op- 

pofition as poflible; and therefore I refolve not only not to enter into the 
debate on Monday, but to divide with thofe who are for keeping things upon 
the foot they now are, being convinced of this certain truth, that ’tis neceffary 
fometimes to give up one’s opinion in leffer matters,- in order to attain thofe 
of greater confequence* 


Tumults In 
Scotland, 

—— 

1725* 
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Period in. MR. JOHN CAMPBELL TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

I720t0l727« 

'-v- ' On the temper of the people of Glafgow.—Conclufion of the riot. — Comhina* 

1 7 2 S' ■ tion of the brewers at Edinburgh. 

SIR, Edinburgh, July 31, 1725. 

Campbell J Am very fenfible that you have accounts from much better hands, of the 
Papers. fixation of affairs in this country. But as they happen to be at prefent in 
my poor opinion, of that confequence, as to deferve the attention of the go¬ 
vernment, I hope my laying the prefent map of the country before you, will 
not be mifconflrucled. The prefent temper of the people of Glafgow, from 
• Wade, whence all the ferment took its rife, is a very odd one. When the general* 
f Forbes. an d my lord advocate f went thither to enquire into the authors of the barbarous 
riot there, they indeed found fome people who condemned the mob; but 
they found a combination among the citizens to conceal the aftors, and they 
found nobody in authority there, had been at the leaft pains tcv make difco- 
verys. The honour of the government was concerned. in punifhing thefe ma- 
giftrats publickly: I believe it was for that reafoa they were brought in here aS 
prifoners, but the behaviour of the lords of jufti'ccry, ; efpecially the lord 
juftice Clerks, in relation to thefe gentlemen, has had the effect to render them 
yet more infolent then ever. When they came hither^ they were accom- 
panyed by a great number of their inhabitants, who, by their upbraiding of 
our people in this place, as betrayers of the interefts of their country, whofe 
fubmiflion £0 the law* would‘have theeffeft of wreathing the" unfupportable 
burden of the malt tax about their necks, fo fpirited the people, that in a 
few days after, we heard of a criminal combination entered into among out 
brewers, neither to give fecurity for the duty of flock on hand, nor to bfeW 
one drop after the firft of them was fummoned to appear before the juflices, 
in order to be decerned for that purpofe. ■ - ' 

Mr. Dundafs is the fpring, to.which the fuccefs of theft fowifig' fedition is 
owing. The gentlemen who accompanyed the magiftrats being moftly the tools 
he had employed to overturn the magiftracy of Glafgow at the eleflion, and 
they now ferved him as fo many guards upon them, to prevent their being 
fpoke to by any body, but fuch perfons as would cherilh them in their madnefs. 
The poor unhappy-gentlemen themfelves, while upon their way, were refolved 
to have thrown themfelves upon the mercy of the government, and by a letter 

■,which 
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which I Jaw , to their recorder here , commanded him to prefent an application to Tumults 
the lord advocate for that purpofe ; but Mr. Dundafs waited to receive them at ,_ Scotl j m 
the gate of the prifon, and foon prevail'd with them to committ themfelves 
implicitly to him. Their fuccefs before the court of jufticery was triumphed 
in as a victory over the government. And to ridicule their coming out of 
Glafgow as prifoners, two of them, who went home next day after they were 
bailed, being met upon the road by a great number of inhabitants, they re¬ 
entered Glafgow in a chaife, amidft the acclamations of the croud, and with 
bells ringing, being preceeded by all the gray horfe in the company, and fol¬ 
lowed by the black. I fubmitt itt to you, whether it may not be for the fer- 
vice of the government, and the quiet of the countrey, that thefe gentlemen 
be called up to London to anfwer for their conduft, and that very foon too, 
lince they think themfelves above being punilhed in this countrey, and I am 
affraid not unjuftly, confidering the prefent frenzy that prevails. It’s very 
poffible the doing this would have a very good effeft on other towns. 

It’s true the provoft and other three magiftrats, who went home fome days 
after, went in very privately, the pra£tife of the other’s having been dif- 
aproved of, even by their abettors here; but the people of that place are as 
feditious in their behaviour now as ever, and infufe fentiments wherever they 
have accefs, deftruQive of the quiet of the countrey. They have but too 
well fucceeded here, for Mr. Dundafs and they have.wrought up our people 
to a belief, that fubmiffion to the law is the ready way to cutt themfelves fhort 
of their relief from a tax, which, in their prefent fituation, their trade can not 
bear; and has rivetted them, I am affraid, in a refolution neither to give fe- 
curity for the duty, nor to brew, if they are judicially called upon for 
payment. 

Thefe poor men, however criminal their combination is, are very much to 
be pitied; their advifors are more guilty then they; my lord advocate thought 
fo, and therefore, while general Wade was bringing troops together to pre- 
ferve the peace of the place, if any thing Ihould fall out, he left no means un- 
effayed, that the witt of man could fuggeft to bring them out of their delufion; 
but all was in vain, they had given themfelves up to Mr. Dundafs, body and 
foul. He from time to time gave them affurances, they were fafe in keeping 
to their refolutions, and Jo Jrong is the inchantment with which he holds them, 
that it is impojfible to perfwade them they are in any fort of danger, or that they 
are making it impracticable for their friends to help them. 

VOL. II. PART II. 3 L 


On 


442 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period HI. On Thurfday laft, the lords of the feffion publifhed an aft of federunt, com. 
1720 to 1727 . the brewers to appear next day before them, to give fecurity to 
1725. continue brewing; a copy of which I enclofe; and as they all concurred in 
voting this aft, fave the juftice clerk and lord Tweedale, every body imagined 
it would have had the effect to bring the brewers to their fenfes. But Mr. 
Dundafs having mett with them that evening, fpirited them up a afrefh, and 
inftead of giving fecurity, prevail’d with them to fign a petition, which he 
drew for them. This petition, the lords appointed to be burned yefterday, by 
the hand of the common hangman, as a falfe, a fcandelous, and a feditious 
paper; yet none of die brewers have fubmitted, fave one gentleman, who is a 
prefent magiftrate of Edingburgh, who upon that account meets with the treat¬ 
ment naturally to be expe&ed from the prefent temper of the people. Till 
Thurfday laft, I did not obferve the Jacobites take any part in encreafing the 
flame, but fince that, they have fihown themfelves induftrioufly of his fide of 
the queftion. General Wade has fhow’d a very great and prudent concern 
for the peace of this place. It is to this in a great meafure it is owing, that 
hitherto we have had no tumults. But I never knew this country at any time 
fo much difpofed to be mad. The magiftrats and council of this city, con¬ 
tinue in a very good temper. We are upon our guard as much as we can be, 
but while this firebrand continues among us, it’s hard to fay, we will alwile 
be fo. I enclofe a copy of the lords their order to us for burning the peti¬ 
tion, which w.as faithfully executed. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Troubles in Scotland not fupprejfed. 

Hardwicke (London, July 29—Auguft 9, 1725). ALTHO’ the affairs of Scotland 
, ** a P ers ‘ are now the chief objeft of men’s thoughts and converfations, I have not as 
Extras, yet troubled your lordfhip with my thoughts on that fubjeQ:, ’til I am able to 
Cojy. form a better judgment about them, and to give my humble opinion to his 
majefty upon mature deliberation, and fhall only fay at prefent, that I am far 
from thinking that the troubles there are over. On the contrary, I greatly ap¬ 
prehend it will come to be a ferious matter, and prove as difficult a talk as 
any thing that has happened fince his majefty’s acceffion. 
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Extras. 


Cojy» 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. Tumults iti 

Scotland* 

Hints at the necejjity of removing the duke of Roxburgh , and abolifhing the office 

of fecretary of fiate for Scotland. I 7 2 S* 

(London, Auguft 13—24, 1725.) AS I write by the poft, I muff not be Hardwicke 
too particular, but I thought it proper to acquaint you, that fince my long Papers * , 
letter to you, baron Lant is arrived from Scotland; and in difcourfing with 
him upon the ftate of affairs there, and the proper remedies for this great 
confufion, he told me very frankly and very explicitly, that nothing could 
conquer the prefent diforder, but the meafure that I prefumed humbly to ad- 
vife, naming the perfon and thing; and I do affure you, I did not drop one 
word that Ihould lead him to fuch an opinion, nor let him fufpe£l that I had 
fuch a thought. But he fays this whole affair in Scotland is underftood, by 
every mortal in the manner that we look upon it here, and that even the moil 
cautious and difcreet are amazed that it is not done, and that the whole conteft; 
is for nothing elfe. He explains himfelf for a total abolition of the office. 

What makes me think this intelligence of more weight than ordinary is, that 
your lordffiip knows baron Lant’s chara&er and attachment cannot render him 
fufpe&ed as partial at all to my way of thinking. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ILAY. 

On the tumults of Scotland.—Is of opinion that the brewers Jhould be permitted 

to raife the price of their beer . 

MY DEAR LORD, Chelfea, Auguft 14,1725* 

J Send you inclofed, a copy of lord Townffiend’s laft letter to the duke of 
Newcaftle, that your lordffiip may be fully informed of the fentiments at 
Hanover, of what is doing where you are. The feverall things fuggefted are 
little new, and almoft agreable to the meafures that had been thought on here, 
and which were laid afide for good reafons. However your lordffiip will give 
them a due confideration, that if any thing can be llruck out, that is pratea¬ 
ble, we may have your lordffiip’s opinion, upon which the neceffary orders 
ffiall be fent down. Equivalent Campbell’s propofal of carrying on the brew¬ 
ing trade, if the magiftrates of Edingburgh dare fuffer it to be tried, and can 
be made effe.ftual, would do the bufineffe, and if either that or any thing elfe 
that can be thought on which wants nothing but a fund of creditt, will do the 

3 l 2 bufineffe. 


Campbell 

Paper*. 
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Period III. bufineffe, creditt {hall not be wanting; for we mull pour water into the well, 
172010^727 . nQt j l j n g e ]p e w pj ra ;f e t he water. 

1725. If any particular brewer, fuch as the {ingle magiftrate of Edingburgb, who 
upon the fummons of the court of feffion, would exert and endeavour to do 
all that is poffible to be done, a creditt fupplied to him, which I would anfwer 
for, if he fucceeded, would make the whole flock follow him as fall backward, 
as they have run into the other way. But I am of opinion, if the conftru&ion 
of the article of union which Mr. Scrope himfelf difcourfed your lordflhip about, 
can be brought to bear, and the price of beer therein mentioned, be looked 
upon as defcriptive only, and not conditional, and in confequence of this 
conftru&ion, the brewers be permitted to advance the price of their drink, 
without having the duty increafed upon them, directions to commiflioners of 
excife in purfuance of this opinion, might probably contribute more to the 
quelling thefe difcords, than any other method whatfoever. Such orders from 
the government would at leaft leave the country inexcufable, and I fee no ob¬ 
jection, if it is legal, to our giving fuch orders, if in the execution of them 
due care is taken, that the kind of drink is not altered; I mean, if the ftrength 
and goodneffe is not increafed, altho* the price be, I fee no reafon to raife 
the duty. 

I muft not omit letting your lordfhip know, that the aflurances from Ha¬ 
nover of fupporting the meafures that {hall be refolved upon, in my private 
letter from lord Townfhend, go much further than what I here fend you, that 
I am very fanguine about the fucceffe of the long letter I wrote. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE.' 

Leaves the method of proceeding in regard to the dijlurbances in Scotland, prin¬ 
cipally to his grace and fr Robert Walpole j but fuggejls fame hints for the 
purpofe of erupting the combination of brewers.—Commends the earl of Hay, 

MY LORD, Hanover, Auguft 27, 1725. 

Campbell J received yefterday by Parry the meffenger, your grace’s difpatch of the 
Papers. . 3 oth July, which I laid before the king; and as his majefty was moft 
affefted with that part of your letter, wherein your grace mentions the diffi¬ 
culties which we are ftill like to meet with in railing the malt duty in Scotland, 
and particularly with the informations you had received from Edingburgh of 
the refolutions the brewers there feem to have come to of leaving off brewing, 

as 
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as foon as the officers fhould diftrain for the malt duty, his majefty there¬ 
upon efpecially commanded me to let your grace know, that he is perfuaded 
that fo fmall a fumm of money as that propofed to be raifed by the malt tax, 
compared with the advantages which will accrue to all the growers of com, 
by the draw-back on malt, could never have fuch an effect on the minds of the 
people of Scotland, nor produce- in them fuch a£ta of folly and madnefs, were 
they not fpirited up to that pitch, not only by jacobites, but alfo by incendiarys 
from other quarters. However, as any difturbance at this time, may have a 
double ill effect upon the king’s affairs, not only by putting things in confu- 
fion at home, but particularly by giving them a wrong turn abroad, when 
the emperor and king of Spain will not fail to promife great advantages to 
themfelves, from the leaft commotion that may arife in Scotland; his majefty 
therefore does not doubt, but on fo critical a junSture, your grace and my 
brother Walpole, with all thofe who have his majefty’s fervice at heart, will 
give the utmoft attention to the carrying on this bufinefs with prudence and 
vigour, fo as on the one hand, not to give up the colle&ing of the malt duty, 
as it is prefcribed by law, and on the other, to take care to aft with fuch pre¬ 
caution as not to drive things to extremities, or plunge the country in. confufion, 
before the meeting of the parliament. 

His majefty cannot take upon him at this diftance, to fuggeft what meafures 
fliall be moft proper and effectual for obtaining thefe ends. Your grace and my 
brother Walpole are on the fpot, and are more diftinftly informed of the 
working of this evil, and what remedies are to be applied. And I affure you, 
his majefty places an entire confidence, both in your abilities and zeal for his 
fervice, and will rely on thofe meafures which you fhall judge advifeable to 
be taken on this occafionj promifing you at the fame time, hisaffiftance in all 
things neceffary towards carrying through what fliall be refolved on. 

The king thinks, that the combination of the brewers at Edingburgh, may 
be attended with moft dangerous confequences. For fhould they perfift in their 
defign, and fhould their example be followed by the chief towns throughout 
the kingdom of Scotland, this Angle aft of theirs might put the common peo¬ 
ple under the greateft neceffity, and confequently throw them into the greateft 
fury and diftraftion. How far the magiftrates of Edingburgh are able to go in 
this cafe, or what power they have to force the brewers to carry on their trade, 
his majefty cannot pretend to judge here. Neither can he determine whether, 
if they were forced to go on againft their wills, the bad beer they might in fuch 

cafe 
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Period III. bufineffe, creditt {hall not be wanting; for we muft pour water into the well, 
1720^01727 . ;f not | 1 j n g e jf e w ;jj ra jf e water . 

1735. If any particular brewer, fuch as the {ingle magiftrate of Edingburgh, who 
upon the fummons of the court of feffion, would exert and endeavour to do 
all that is poffible to be done, a creditt fupplied to him, which I would anfwer 
for, if he fucceeded, would make the whole flock follow him as fall backward, 
as they have run into the other way. But I am of opinion, if the conftru£tion 
of the article of union which Mr. Scrope himfelf difcourfed your lordfhip about, 
can be brought to bear, and the price of beer therein mentioned, be looked 
upon as defcriptive only, and not conditional, and in confequence of this 
conftruction, the brewers be permitted to advance the price of their drink, 
without having the duty increafed upon them, directions to commiffioners of 
excife in purfuance of this opinion, might probably contribute more to the 
quelling thefe difcords, than any other method whatfoever. Such orders from 
the government would at leaft leave the country inexcufable, and I fee no ob¬ 
jection, if it is legal, to our giving fuch orders, if in the execution of them 
due care is taken, that the kind of drink is not altered; I mean, if the ftrength 
and goodnelfe is not increafed, altho’ the price be, I fee no reafon to raife 
the duty. 

I muft not omit letting your lordfhip know, that the afTurances from Ha¬ 
nover of fupporting the meafures that {hall be refolved upon, in my private 
letter from lord Townfhend, go much further than what I here fend you, that 
1 am very fanguine about the fucceffe of the long letter I wrote. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Leaves the method of proceeding in regard to the dijlurhances in Scotland , prin¬ 
cipally to his grace and fr Robert Walpole ; but JuggeJis fame hints for the 
purpofe of cru/hing the combination of brewers.—Commends the earl of Hay. 

MY LORD, Hanover, Auguft 17, 1715. 

Campbell J received yefterday by Parry the meffenger, your grace’s difpatch of the 
Papers. 30th July, which I laid before the king; and as his majefty was moft 
affeded with that part of your letter, wherein your grace mentions the diffi¬ 
culties which we are ftill like to meet with in railing the malt duty in Scotland, 
and particularly with the informations you had received from Edingburgh of 
the refolutions the brewers there feem to have come to of leaving off brewing, 

as 
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as foon as the officers fhould diflrain for the malt duty, his majefty there- Tumults in 
upon efpecially commanded me to let your grace know, that he is perfuaded . Scot ^ anc ^, 
that fo fmall a fumm of money as that propofed to be raifed by the malt tax, 1725% 
compared with the advantages which will accrue to all the growers of corn, 
by the draw-back on malt, could never have fuch an effect on the minds of the 
people of Scotland, nor produce-in them fuch afts of folly and madnefs, were 
they not fpirited up to that pitch, not only by jacobites, but alfo by incendiarys 
from other quarters. However, as any difturbance at this time, may have a 
double ill effefl upon the king’s affairs, not only by putting things in confu- 
fion at home, but particularly by giving them a wrong turn abroad, when 
the emperor and king of Spain will not fail to promife great advantages to 
themfelves, from the leaft commotion that may arife in Scotland; his majefty 
therefore does not doubt, but on fo critical a juncture, your grace and my 
brother Walpole, with all thofe who have his majefty’s fervice at heart, will 
give the utmoft attention to the carrying on this bufinefs with prudence and 
vigour, fo as on the one hand, not to give up the coliefling of the malt duty, 
as it is prefcribed by law, and on the other, to take care to aft with fuch pre¬ 
caution as not to drive things to extremities, or plunge the country inconfulion, 
before the meeting of the parliament. 

His majefty cannot take upon him at this diftance, to fuggeff what meafures 
fhall be moft proper and effeflual for obtaining thefe ends. Your grace and my 
brother Walpole are on the fpot, and are more diftinflly informed of the 
working of this evil, and what remedies are to be applied. And I allure you, 
his majefty places an entire confidence, both in your abilities and zeal for his 
fervice, and will rely on thofe meafures which you lhall judge advifeable to 
be taken on this occafion j promising you at the fame time, his afliftance in all 
things neceffary towards carrying through what lhall be relblved on. 

The king thinks, that the combination of the brewers at Edingburgh, may 
be attended with moft dangerous confequences. For Ihould they perfift in their 
defign, and Ihould their example be followed by the chief towns throughout 
the kingdom of Scotland, this lingle aft of theirs might put the common peo¬ 
ple under the greateft necelfity, and confequently throw them into the greateft 
fary and diftrafiion. How far the magiftrates of Edingburgh are able to go in 
this cafe, or what power they have to force the brewers to carry on their trade, 
his majefty cannot pretend to judge here. Neither can he determine whether, 
if they were forced to go on againft their wills, the bad beer they might in fuch 

cafe 
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Period III. cafe brew, would not enrage the populace as much, and have as bad effect as 
; 20 ^ 7 . if they left of their trade all on a fudden. 

1725. Under thefe difficulties, I muff fuggeft to your grace a thought which the 
king mentioned to me on the perufal of your letter. His majefty obferved, that 
the magiftrates of Edinburgh have notice, that fuch a combination is forming, 
and therefore thinks, if they have vigour, zeal, and refolution enough towards 
carrying on his fervice, they may fummon all the brewers before them, ac¬ 
quaint them with the informations they have received, and require them to de¬ 
clare, if there is any truth in the advice of their having entered into fuch a 
pernicious combination, and if they own they have, they ffiould firft intimidate 
them with fuch reprimands and threats as they think proper, and then privately 
try to break the combination, by getting fome particular brewers to go on with 
their brewing, and promifing them all encouragement and fupport, if they will 
abandon fo extravagant a defign, as their fellow traders would bring them into. 
But if they fhall find the combination fo ftrong, and the brewers fo obftinate, 
that no impreffion of that fort can be made among them, then the magiftrates 
fhould let them know, that unlefs they will fubmit to pay the malt duty ap¬ 
pointed by parliament, without putting the officers to the trouble of diftraining, 
and will engage to go on with their trade as formerly, and brew as good beer 
as they ufed to do; they the magiftrates will find out and appoint other peo¬ 
ple to go on with the brewery, and fet up public brewhoufes for the ufe of 
the town. If this project be judged pra&icable, his majefty thinks it fhould be 
put in execution out of hand, before the officers come to diftrain for the malt 
duty ; and that preparations fhould be made from England, as well as at Edin¬ 
burgh, towards fhewing them that care fhall be taken of the brewery, and that 
either brew-houfes will be fet up, even at the expence of the publick, in cafe 
the prefent brewers continue fallen. And the fame expedient the king imagines 
jnay.be put in practice, if neceffary, in any other towns, where the like com¬ 
bination is fet on foot, and in the county’s where the juftices of the peace are 
well inclined and have courage to aQ. 

This that I have now written to your grace, is a thought which the king 
ordered me to fuggeft to the confideration of his fervants in England, and 
his majefty does not queftion, but you will either model this in fuch manner, or 
ftrike out fuch other expedients on this occafion, as may prevent the pernici¬ 
ous defigns of the enemies of his government in Scotland; and his majefty is 
perfuaded, that if by any means the brewers may be made to fear, that they 

' may 
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may happen to lofe their trades, if they perfift in their unreafonable obftinacy, 
they will fubmit to the law, and quietly pay the eafy tax which the parliament 
has laid upon them. 

The king was highly pleafed to find by your grace’s letter, that my lord Ilay 
was gone to Scotland. His majefty has a great opinion of his capacity and 
zeal to do him fervice there in this junQure; and your grace will do well to 
let his lordfhip know his majefty’s orders concerning his journey, and how ac¬ 
ceptable it -was to him to hear that he had anticipated them by his diligence and 
a&ivity; his majefty being defirous by all means that his lordfhip fhould be 
encouraged to exert that fkill, dexterity, and influence he has in Scotland. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

The troubles of Scotland, increafe, and are principally owing to a contejl for 
■ power.—Duke of Roxburgh counteracts the meajures of government. 

MY LORD, London, Auguft 17—28, 1725. 

J Have nothing in particular to trouble your lordfhip with, in relation to the 
affairs of Scotland, but to acquaint you, that almoft every particular method 
that your lordfhip fuggefted towards bringing the Scotch to reafon, have 
been before thought of, and fome of them attempted and found ineffeftual, 
others were fuch, as the magiftrates of Edinburgh dare not to attempt. 

You will have had an account of the proceedings of the lords, of feffion, 
which was making ufe of the greateft authority in Scotland, to break the com¬ 
bination of the brewers, but your lordfhip will fee how little effect that has 
had; and by the accounts received yefterday, the 10th of this month, the day 
appointed for the brewers by the court of feffion, to give fecurity to carry on 
their trade, is expired, and not one brewer has complied with it. And the 
lords of feffion have deferred doing any thing further upon the difobedience 
to them, till they fee what fuccefs the advocate has in his proceedings towards 
levying the duties, and this I look upon as an unfortunate incident; for now 
the difpute will be barely between the king’s officers and the malfters, upon 
non-payment of the duties. But if the lords of feffion had proceeded in de¬ 
fence and fupport of their own jurifdi&ion, the weight and authority of that 
court, which has hitherto commanded the greateft deference and regard 
throughout all Scotland, would have been of great confequence to us. But 
the lords of feffion feem to be a little difheartened, and though the lords j uf- 
tices have in the ftrongeft manner approved and commended their condufcl, I 

am 
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Period III. am afraid that is look’d upon only as a compliment of courfe, fince nothing 
1720^01727. £ 0 jj qws U p 0n j intirely agree with your lordlhip, that the two extremes 
J725. are to be avoided, if ’tis poffible, and we are to endeavour neither to give up 
the railing the malt tax, nor to fling the country into confufion. But for the 
firft, there is no medium.: for they not only refule to pay the duties for the 
ftock that has heen furveyed and charged, but they abfolutely refufe to give fe- 
■curity for payment at three or four months diftance, which has been offered 
to gain time, which brings us under an immediate neceffity either of levying 
the duties by diftrefs, or not levying them at all. If any orders from thence 
fhould pat a flop to the execution of the aft, then we fhall be told next winter* 
that a want of refolution in the government is the only blame. 

By die laft letters from the advocate, which came in laft night, he feems to 
conceive fome hopes, that he may be able to do fome good, by a new thought 
which occurred to me, and I fuggefted to him ,• which is by differing the re¬ 
tailers of beer to advance the price of the drink, without advancing the duty 
upon them. 'This is a conftruClion of the article of union relating to the ex- 

cife, which has hitherto been taken otherwife; but I am of opinion, it will bear 

\ 

this conftruClion, if we find it will do, fhall venture to give orders accord- - 
ingly, which mu.lt come from the treafury, at leaft, as the only plaufible ob¬ 
jection they have, is founded on the opinion, that they are reltrained to the 
price of their drink, notwithftanding the malt tax is paid,, which they call an 
additional charge, and fitch as the price of the drink will not afford to pay; if 
this objection is removed, and they are fuffered to raife the price of drink in 
proportion to the duty paid without an additional duty, they will be left in- 
excufable, when it will be impoffible for the brewers or malfters any longer 
to infilt, that they are not able to pay the duties, which then will be born by 
the confumers. But, my lord, when we have tried every thing, I cannot but 
have recourfe to the opinion I have already given, and tho’ no man can foretel 
where or how this will end, ’tis moft certain the whole fprings from a conteft 
for power, and this I dare affirm is the opinion of every thinking man in Scot¬ 
land. His majefty can only determine, 'but I beg leave to obferve, that the 
prefent adminiftration is the firft that was ever yet known to be anfwerable for 
the whole government, with a fecretary of ftate,* for one part of the kingdom, 
who they are affured ads counter to all their meafures, or at leaft, whom they 
cannot in the leaft confide in. 


* John, duke of Roxburgh. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF IL AY. Tumults m 

Scotland. 

The duke of Roxburgh difmijfed from the office of fecretary of fate for 1 ' J 

Scotland. l 7 2 5' 

J Would not loofe the opportunity of this poll to acquaint you with what I am Campbell 
confident will be fome fatisfa&ion to you, amidft the troubles and difficulties, ? a P ers * 
which I am fenfible you are very hardly befett with; and when you have read 
this, I dare fay, you will make no farther ufe, nor take any notice at all of 
it, until you lhall hear in form, that the king’s orders are actually executed. 

I this day received an expreffe from Hanover, which brought the king’s 
orders to the duke of Roxburgh to deliver up the feals of his office to the duke 
of Newcaflle, together with a fign manual direQipg and warranting the furren- 
der and receiving of them; but both the order and warrant purporting ex- 
preffely the delivery of the feals to the duke of Newcaflle by name, and his 
grace being in Suffex, the execution of thefe orders mufl neceffarily be de¬ 
layed till his arrival in town. I have fent an expreffe to him, begging he 
will come up without the Ioffe of a moment’s time, and hope he will be here 
time enough to do his bufinefs on Monday. This intelligence may be of im¬ 
mediate ufe to your own conduct, when your lordfhip fees what ground you 
Hand upon, and you fhall know it in form, the moment I can fay it is done. 

But it may not be improper to acquaint you at prefent, that the fcheme is to 
putt an end to the office of Scotch fecretary. It will be happy indeed, my 
lord, if your lordfhip’s endeavours fhould have any fo good fucceffe, as to give 
a creditt and fatisfaflion to the king from the effect of this ufeful meafure. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Good effects to be expelled from the removal of the duke of Roxburgh.—The dif- 
ajfeBed in the highlands furrender their arms readily.—Recommends the 
meafures mof proper to be purfued. 

(London, Auguft 23, 1725.) THE duke of Newcaflle return’d this Hardwicfce 
morning out of Suffex to execute the king’s command, with regard to the Papers, 
duke of Roxborough, who being likewife out of town, nothing has yet been Copy. 
done, but I prefume by to-morrow night, the duke of Newcaflle will be able 
to give you an account of having executed this commiffion from his majefly, 
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Period III. which I am verily perfuaded will he of great fervice to his majefty, or at leaft 
1720 ten7 2 7 *jf mea f ure does not {trike a damp on thofe reftlefs fpirits in Scotland, 
1725. which animate, and even create all thefe diforders there, I am not able to. 
fay what will. By the accounts that are come in this day from Scotland, 
there is reafon to believe that the jacobites have not fo far taken their part as 
to be afiors themfelves, but leave that hitherto intirely to others; this I think 
is plainly to be inferred from the account general Wade fends of the difpofi- 
tions of the Highlanders to furrender their arms immediately, which I fcarce 
believe they would have done, if they hid been determined to have any 
hand or {hare in the prefent difputes about the malt tax, any further than by 
by privately and underhand blowing the coals; at the fame time the magiftrates 
of Glafcow perfift in their obftinacy, and byway of reply to Mr. Delafaye’s 
letter, written by order of the lords juftices, almoft difpute the faffs that are 
ihoft unqueftionable, and endeavour to reprefent the whole proceeding as a 
fiftion of the advocate’s, and what he has not fufficient evidence to fupport. 
Upon this head, I beg leave to make one obfervation, that their reafonings are 
the fame, and their objeftions agree almoft verbatim with thofe that were ftated 
by the duke of Roxborougb at the regency, and it is now a faff, not denied by 
any body, that Mr. Dundas is the advifer and drawer of all papers that are 
prepared in oppofition to the malt tax. 

In the prefent fituation of affairs in Scotland, it feemed to be a queftion, 
which of their meafures it was prudent to proceed firft: upon. To levy the 
duties for the ftock in hand already' furveyed and charged, by diftrefs for not 
paying or not giving fecurity for the payment of the duties; to proceed by cri¬ 
minal procefs againft the brewers for entering into an unlawful combination to 
leave off brewing, or to execute the warrants of commitment of the lords of 
fefiions for difobedience and contempt of their authority, and by virtue there¬ 
of, to commit the brewers; and I was of opinion, that the firft meafure was 
the moft preferrable to be firft put in execution, becaufe it is the natural and 
plain ftep, exprefsly required and enjoined by the aft of parliament, and the 
not doing it, or deferring the doing it, is not putting the law in execution, 
which is fo far yielding the point in queftion, and upon this there can be no 
doubt or uncertainty of the proceeding, and if the confequence fhould be, 
that the brewers fhould thereupon leave off their trade, there is an overt aft, 
and exprefs proof of the combination, which will juftify whatever fhall be 
thought afterwards proper to be do'ne to the brewers j and if the brewers are 
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committed for difobedience to the court of feflions,. that may be fome pretence 
for leaving off their bulinefs, but the queftion of paying or not paying the'< 
malt tax is not at all determined or forwarded by this proceeding, and I aL 
ways think it better to proceed upon points that are plain, and not in the leafit 
to be controverted, than to enter into queftions that will admit cavils and dif- 
putes, and this I have fuggefted as my opinion, and am very much inclined to 
hope, when this news of their fecretary of ftate fhall reach Scotland, and no¬ 
thing is done, but in plain execution of the law; the madnefs will not be can* 
ried on, which they will plainly fee can have no fupport. 

But as to what fhall be done if the brewers Ihould leave off brewing at Edin¬ 
burgh, ! tis very hard to determine, becaufe the magiftrates of Edinburgh who 
are fo well difpofed, have not as yet dared to receive any other drink into the 
town not brew’d by their own brewers, for feveral expedients have been 
thought of, if this difficulty can once be removed, and I cannot again, upon 
this head, but flatter myfelf we fhall have very good effe&s from his majefty’s 
laft refolution. Mr. Daniel Campbel is juft come in, and the accounts that 
he gives, exaftly agree with the notions we have of the whole proceeding, and 
he is perfuaded, that the refolution the king has taken, will certainly have a 
very good effect. I am with great truth and affection. 

P. S. (Auguft 25, 1725.) The duke of Newcaftle did not fee the duke 
of Roxborough till this morning, to receive the feals. He will give you an 
account of their conference, and there is but one part that I fhall trouble 
your lordfliip about, which is what he has defired to be wrote concerning his 
coming to the regency, and as he-has refolved to ftay away till he hears from 
Hanover, I think it is very much to be wifhed, that he may not receive fuch 
an anfwer from thence as may encourage his coming. When I fent my 
humble opinion, that it was neceffary for his majefty’s fervice, to take this re¬ 
folution, I did not imagine that he would once think of coming after the feals 
were taken from him, and as I did avoid, and always fhall avoid faying any 
thing perfonally hard of any body, that is founded upon fuppofitions only, 
tho’ never fo ftrong, I faid nothing of the difficultys that we were every day 
under at the regency, when we were to confider of meafures, and to give or¬ 
ders, in the prefence of one, that I am perfuaded, was counteracting all we 
did, which at leaft put it in his power to render every thing ineffeftuaL I 
think it very fortunate that he has refolved to ftay till he hears from the other 
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Period ML fide of the water; becaufe in that time, I flatter myfelf we fhall fo far have 
i ^ I the good effeCds of his difmiflion, as to fee the main conteft over, altho’ the 
1725. chief bufinefs of the regency, I believe, will be in fending orders to Scotland. 
I would therefore, with all fubmiffion humbly hope, that the anfwer your lord- 
fhip fliould return, might be fomething to this effeft. “ That his majefty 
would not do fo harfh a thing as to alter the commiflion of regency on pur- 
pofe to leave the duke of Roxborough out, or to fend any orders to forbid his 
coming to the regency. But as he imagines his grace’s attendance there in 
his prefent circumftances, cannot be at all agreeable to himfelf, his majefty 
does not think it reafonable to require that of him, and fhall not be difpleafed 
if his grace thinks fit to flay away.” Believe me, my lord, his coming will 
create a great deal of trouble, and difoblig’d as he is now, ’tis impoffible to 
hope for any thing but open oppofition from him. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Affairs in Scotland mend.—Rumours that he is to be di/graced. 

MY LORD, London, Auguft 24, 1725* 

J Am very glad you have had fo good fuccefs in the great point of Scotland, 
which I cannot but hope will anfwer our expectations, for by the beft ac¬ 
counts we have, with all the allowances for party reprefentation, ’tis moft cer¬ 
tain the oppofition in Scotland has been raifed and kept up, by the hopes and 
expectations of fupport from hence. Daniel Campbell is juft come to us, and 
confirms every thing, and you’l wonder to hear, that they are perfuaded in 
Scotland, that my fall and difgrace at court is very near, and that they dream 
of nothing lefs than the lofs of the feals. I have not feen governor Harrifon 
of late, but I will fend to him, and difcourfe him about what your lordfhip 
writes concerning the Eaft India and South Sea company. 

P S. I forefaw the duke of Roxborough’s continuing in the regency, not- 
withftanding hislofing the feals; which I took to be unavoidable, altho’ it would 
be very much to be wifhed it could be otherwife, in cafe he fhould take it into 
his head to come among us; for I do affure you, he has taken up a very dif¬ 
ferent manner of behaviour this year, from what he ever did' before, and has 
been very explicit in giving direft oppofition wherever he could find the leaft 
handle. The addrefs from the magiflrates of Glafcow, which has been already 
fent over, and their letter to Mr. Delafaye, which will come now, perfeftly 
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tally with his proceedings here, that *tis demofiftrable they have hitherto wrbte Tumults in 
by his advice and direftion j and now that hi$ grace has loft the feals, and has , V 

Nothing to manage, if he ihould come, it will be Very mifchievous. But this 1725. 
depends entirely upon himfeff,* for we' adjourn' ourfelves. from time to time, 

■and there are no fummons fent, but upon- extraordinary occafions, which very • 
feldom happen. I verily believe, if your lordfhip cbuld have apprehended, 
that the duke of Roxborough would have thought of coming to. the regency, 
you would have been of another opinion about that matter; as he has how put 
it, he cannot come without the king’s orders to come, or fome intimation frbm 
his majefty, that he defires he fhould come,: which indeed as to Scotland and 
appearances here, will lofe.half the grade of the-; thing, and as he .would never 
fubmit to fuch a mean complyance, but with hopes of doing fome mifchief, you ■- 
cannot imagine how prejudicial the hints that he has hitherto given, have been, 
and all their meafures have been taken accordingly. If you; avoid, this diffi¬ 
culty, I think the bufinefs of Scotland will be foon and well over,, and believe 
me,.his boafted credit and intereft with' the king, is the only thing that keeps 
the oppofition alive in Scotland, and if you were in any degree fenfible of 
what I feel, you would be of my opinion. F6r God’,s fake do not: think of 
continuing him in the cabinet council, with.a Harcourt penfion. - 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE fO ! THE- EARE OP lLAY. 
Highly approves his conduB in,'fupprejftng the tumults in Scotland. 


MY LORD, 


London, Auguft 26, 1725. 


J Am very much obliged to your lordfhip for the favour of your letter, and 
■ the particular account you gave me of the prefent ftate of affairs where you 
tire, I Ihould be very unjufty ,if I did not in a particular manner declare the 
fenfe I have of the fervice you have done your king, and the fair profpect 
you have opened of extricating the government out of difficulties which, till 
you undertook them, feemed unfurmountable. Your condefcenfion to aft as 
a private juftice of the peace, muft be of fuch Angular fervice* that I cannot 
enough commend the thought and refolption. And I think it great good 
fortune, that my endeavours have been fo fuecefsful as to remove out of your 
way that great obftruQion, which muft have render’d all meafures for the fer- 
vice of the government very difficult, if not ineffectual. 


Campbell 

Papers* 
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Period lit. ; t cannot but be of opinion your lordihip has judg’d very right in beginning 
1720101737 .^^ £ r ^ pi ace with fummoning the brewers before the juftices of the peace, 
1735. for not paying or giving fecurity for the payment of the duty. For as this is a 
regular ftep, in direE obedience and execution of the law, it cannot poffibly 
admit of any cavil or difputej and without it,, the governmment had hitherto 
done noaE, in order, to levy andfecure the duties, and if upon this the brewers 
fhall leave off their brewing,: you have ah overt aft, that is a full proof of the 
criminal combination and confederacy, which otherwife remains in the intention 
only, until! they fhall have perfifted fome time in the non-exercife of their 
prafeffion and calling.. And if at the fame time, fome of the molt notorious are 
committed upon the warrants, of the lords of feffion for contempt, you do not 
only, as your lordihip very wifely obferves, engage the lords of feffion in the 
quarrel, but Ihow the brewers how many different ways, the government has 
to harrafs and punilh them, and it is very rare to find men of their rank, ob- 
ftinate and hardy enough to withftand the power and authority of the law, 
when they begin perfonally to feel the fmart and trouble of it. But upon 
fuppofition that they fhall perfift, your - lordihip will do very well, if you can 
break the confederacy, and take off fome of the brewers. For that once done, 
and the knot broken, they will all be endeavoring to retrieve and return to 
their duty, and to this nothing will more contribute, than if they fhall fee the 
bailie-brewer well fupported,- and carrying on his .bufinefs to his advantage, 
and the out-town brewers admitted to come into the town. For as the whole 
view and drift of this combination is’.to defeat the malt tax, by diftreffing the 
town by a total want of beer and ale, if fuch an attempt is by any means ren¬ 
der’d ineffeEual, their delign is baffled, and they can have no inducement to 
holdout any longer; and if you can befides get poffeffion of fome of the 
brewing houfes, they will foon grudge others'reaping the profitts which their 
own folly and obftinacy has deprived them of; but ’tis mifpending your lord- 
fttip’s time, to dwell upon particulars which your own prudence has fuggefted, 
and muft therefore fee the benefits of, better than I am able to explain 
them. • , 

But there is one thing in which I likewife agree with your lordihip in opi¬ 
nion, that I underftand gives the lord advocate fome uneafinefs, which is your 
delaying the profecution of the magiftrafcesiof Glafgow, till after the triall of 
the rioters, and this I think fhouldbe fo managed, as not to damp his zeal, 
which has been fo commendably exerted upon this great and difficult occafion. 

Your 
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Your lordfhip will eafily imagirte.be muft not know I write in this mannerj Tumults in 
but your difcretion will eafily manage this fo,, as to do what is right, and at the , 8cotIan ^- i 
fame time, not diftafte him. For as ’tis mo ft certainly of great confequence, that 
the magiftrates in Scotland, upon whorn the keeping the publick peace, and 
fuppreffing riotts does fo much depend* fhould not think they may with im* 
punity negleft or withdraw, themfelves from their duty, fo if by more'gentle 
means they can be taught their duty, it leaves leffe rancour and determined 
refentment againft the government, which a too rigorous feverity may. begett, 
but I mean not this to give up the* profecution of the magiftrates, but-only to 
poftpone it till after the trial of the rioters. . ' 

I have herewith fent your lordlhip 1,50 q/. which I leave intirely to. your 
difcretion and management, and dare fay it will be laid out to the beft ad¬ 
vantage for his majeftie’s fervice. I will write, to lord Orkney to do imme¬ 
diately what you defire about the brewer concerned with him, and whatever 
you fhall propofe for the incouragement and fupport of the magiftrates of 
Edinburgh, fhall be done. But pray my lord, give me leave to be fo free 
with you, as to beg we may not at the beginning drive fo faft, as to give, our 
adverfaries any advantage over us. i The great ftroake was now accomplffied, 
without the leaft difficulty, which you know, I think is equal to the! doing 
of the thing, and if we fhould immediately follow, it* with propositions of other 
and more changes, it may poffibly make fome uneafinefs, where there is. now 
none, and where we ffiouid avoid giving any; I mean this in regard, to lord 
Rothes and the chaplains; if the firft will not be gained, I fhall make; no fcru- 
ple, to lett him take the fate he deferves. ; ... 

But I would at firft fhow all that call themfelves whigs, and are willing to 
he received, that they may be received; for furely ’tis better, to lett this man 
fall fingle, than by involving others in his oruin, give him a creditt,. which I 
think does not belong to him. Your lordfhip will foon fee.how this operates, and 
from the effects be better able to judge wbatmore is neceffary to be done.. By 
the converfations I have had with you, your lordfhip will conclude my opinion 
is not ag&inft doing the thing, but againft doing that too precipitately, which we 
fhall otherwife do more furely; in fliort, I would take the fame methods now, 
that I think have fucceeded in greater things, and queftion not but we fhall 
perfect all. As for the chaplains, I fhall foon be able to reprefent: faflfs m 
fuch a light, as ftiall fufficiently ftrengthen your hands in affairs of that confe-. 
quence, wherever you want it, hut I would at prefenit take the air of having 

nothing 
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Period III. nothing to do, but to carry on the king’s bufineffe, put the law in execution, 
l / ZOt °l' l ' 27 .' and to do juftice to all that are willing to fupport the king and his govern- 
1725. ment. 

I beg leave to give you one hint, do not negleft to write to the duke of 
Newcaftle upon all occafions when any thing'has been done or is to be done, 
he'rauft know it, if it comes through my hahds, and I am as well pleafed to 
fee it in his. Your more private fentiments you may communicate to me, 
and I fhall make nothing but a proper ufe of them.. I hope, my lord, you will 
look upon the freedom with which I write to you, as an inftance of the friend- 
Ihip and confidence I place in you, and be allured, you lhall find me with all 
poffible fincerity, &c. 

TH’E EARL 6f ILAY TO MR. STEWART. 

. Relates the proceedings, at Edinburgh-againf the combination of the brewers. 

DEAR STEWART, . Edenburgh, Auguft 24, 

Campbell J Was fo fatigued with variety of plagues, that I only writ three lines to you. 
Papers. referring you to my long letter I writ to Mr. Walpole. When I came 
here, I found Duncan very violent for impriforiing fome of the brewers im¬ 
mediately upon the warrants of the court of feflion, which were lodged in lord 
prefident’s hands, to be ufed difcretionally by the advice of fuch of his bre¬ 
thren, who Were in or near the town; this inftruftion amounted to no more 
than a private advice, and. made no part of the proceeding of the court, for 
the warrants were abfolute in cafe the brewers did not by the xoth of Auguft, 
obey the aft of federunt. I found the brewers’ fcheme was to palliate their 
crime of confpiracy by their imprifonment, and afterwards when in prifon, to 
deny they ever intended it, and only complain of the aft of federunt; this, 
though fo could not be a fufficient proof of their innocence, yet might have 
great .weight with the .peopM* as if I had occafioned the diftrefs ; I took there¬ 
fore a middle way, and the rather becaufe thofe proceedings of the feflion had 
been carried not only by the authority, but indeed by the artifice of our friends, 
and I had notice the reft had either been praftifed upon or intimidated, fo that 
they <fid not care to have thofe warrants executed. I had the brewers fum- 
naoned at about fix days notice, to appear before the juftices of peace (I having 
myfelf qualified the day after I arrived) and by the aft of parliament, in cafe 
of appeal, they would have fix days more to appear before the quarter fef- 
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fions; this I did to give myfelf time to take all meafures poffible to practice Tumults 
upon the brewers, and to provide againft the bad confequences of the diftrefs, , Scodanc 
if it fhould happen, and in all events to render the rogues the more manifeftly 1725. 
inexcufable, refolved at the fame time, whenever they began to leave of brew¬ 
ing, to begin all forts of fevere methods to terrifie and punifh. 

I found it impracticable to do any thing with the brewers before they de- 
fifted from brewing, becaufe they were convinced by their advifers, that their 
confpiracy would have the effeCt they intended, and that I durft not proceed 
farther againft them. Some of them, I believe, were fenfible of their being in 
the wrong, but either by fecret. oaths or other engagements, were fo linked to¬ 
gether, that the molt moderate amoung them thought themfelves under a 
neceffity of at leaft Ihowing fome regard to their mutual promifes or oaths. 

Many of them had this farther terror upon them, that if they deferted their 
brethren, they would lofe their whole trade in this town, and that all their cus¬ 
tomers would leave them. But above all, the thing which united them moll was, 
that they believed, and do fo to this day, that I am acting againft the fecret 
inclinations of the king only to fupport fir Robert Walpole, that he is next 
felfions of parliament to fall, and that one Mr. Poultney would have all in his 
hands, in conjunction with Dundafs and the duke of Roxburg. Thus, inftead 
of being confidered as one having the favour of the miniftry, they think I am 
aCting a defperate game, out of private views and refentments, and for which 
I am very foon to fuffer ; however, as nothing of this nature was unforfeen, 
when I left London, it neither has nor fhall make the leaft impreflion 
upon me. 

They commonly brew here three times a week, Mundays, Wenfdays, and 
Frydays, in this town and the adjacent places fubjeCt to the town’s duty, about 
8 or 900 barrels each brewing. On Fryday night laft, I had notice fent me, 
that they had all left of, except Bailie Simpfon, who fubmitted at firft; but I 
had intelligence, that they had the Wenfday preceding brewed a double quan¬ 
tity, and that they kept their brewhoufes fo ready, that they could begin to 
brew upon a minute’s warning, having all their fires made up ready to light, 
when they pleafed. I had further intelligence from different quarters, that 
the moft fubftantial of them had great difficulty to prevail w'ith the poorer ‘ 
fort to defift from brewing the Fryday night, and that they had prevailed upon 
them only by affuring them that they would defire to engage them no farther 
than die Wenfday after, and if their fcheme (which they affirmed to bejnfal- 
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Period III. lible) did not then anfwer their purpofe, that they rauft fubmit; I had 
172°to 1 7 2 7 ’ on Saturday fome hopes of the leaders giving up the reft, but whether 
1725. they got, as I have heard, a private exprefs confirming them in their 
refolutions, or whether they did it only to amufe me, and make me lofe 
time till the diftrefs fhould come on, I cannot tell; however, as I could not 
get my brethren that day together to advife the execution of the warrants, and 
having fome reafon to fufpeft one of them to have altered his way of think¬ 
ing, befides the clamour of the church, if they had on Saturday night been 
deprived of the fpiritual affiftance from the pulpits on Sunday, I refolved to 
be quiet till Monday, when I got together lord prefident, lord Newhall, lord 
Royfton, and lord Milton. All the reft were out of town, but lord Cullen, 
who, when he fhould have come to us was afleep, and his fervants would not 


wake him. 

Upon our meeting, I acquainted my brethren with the great merit they 
had with the king and the minifters, by their feafonable interpofing their au¬ 
thority againft the confpiracy of the brewers, that I underftood there were 
warrants figned by my lord prefident in name of the court of feffion for the 
imprifoning them for their contempt, if they Ihould not fubmit by the 10th of 
Auguft, that thefe warrands had been delayed in hopes that there would be no 
immediate occafion for them till the time of the meeting of the court, but that 
now fince the confpirators had a&ually began their attempt to ftarve this town, 

I thought we could be no longer anfwerable to the king, to the court of fef¬ 
fion, or to our country, if the leaders of this fedition were not immediatly im- 
prifoned. My lord prefident faid, that he had thofe warrands figned in hands, 
and was of my opinion, that they fhould fome of them be put in execution, 
only defired to have our advice for that end. Lord Newhall declared againft it, 
and faid it being now out of feffion time, we could do nothing, that thofe war¬ 
rants were intended only in terrorem, and that he did not believe the imprifon¬ 
ing any of the brewers would do any good.. I anfwered, that although the 
court of feffion was not now fitting, thofe warrants were figned in court, and 
that it was impoffible they could be executed, but out of term time, becaufe 
they were conditional, viz. unlefs, the brewers fubmitted before the 10th of 
Auguft. Now if the term ended the laft of July, either thofe warrants were ille¬ 
gal, or they could now be executed; that as a member of the court of feffion,, 
I could not juftifie myfelf to the parliament, if I fhould be thought guilty of 
fuppreffing the orders of the court, made on fo folemn an occafion for the pub- 
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lick good, and therefore I hoped my lord prefident would deliver warrans 
againft five of them, whom I was informed were the leaders and feducers of the 
reft. I was forced to take upon me, on this occafion, more than fell to my fhare, 
for I ventured to fay, that thofe warrands would have had all the effeQ we de¬ 
fire d in terrorem, if the brewers had not fufpefted or known that there would 
be fome difficulty in putting them in execution, and that if the lords of the fef- 
fion layd afide thofe commitments, I thought they had nothing to do but to 
plead guilty, when the court met, to the indi&ment which'Dundafs had drawn 
againft them, and which they burnt by the hands of the common hangman. 
Lord Royfton and Milton fupported me, and the prefident (not forry, I believe, 
to fee Newhall in the wrong box) declared that he would deliver out to the 
proper officer, warrants againft thofe brewers whom I had named, and accord¬ 
ingly, I believe, they are now all in prifon. They will immediatly be charged 
with indiftments for their confpiracy, and the tryals may begin after the ex¬ 
piration of fifteen days; I think their crime confidered in all its circumftances, 
deferves a very fevere puniftment, but how far I fhall perfwade my brethren 
to go, I can’t tell. I will in this, as well as every thing elfe, carrie my head as 
high as poffible, fo that the people fhall either think I am playing the better 
of the lay, or that I am diftra&ed. 

Wenfday, Auguft 25. We have already feperated fome of the brewers 
from the combination, for on Munday laft, thefe brewed, viz. Bailie Simpfon 
(who complied at firft) Mrs. Elliot, Maggy Johnfon, Mr. Mackie, Mr. Angus 
(brews this night). Peter Campbell, the corn merchant, has hired a brew- 
houfe, and a finally brewed on Munday, and will continue. I make no doubt 
but we fhall get the better of this confpiracy here, upon which all the malfters 
in Scotland depend ; the Edenburg brewers are the chofen champions for the 
caufe, and therefore coute que coute they mull be fubdued. I am no ways ap- 
prehenfive of any infurrefiion here or any where elfe; the diftrefs of this 
town is the only inconvenience I forfee in the profecution of the prefent mea- 
fures, I fay this town , becaufe in all other places of Scotland, the publick 
brewers ferve very few private families. As for the danger of wanting bread 
here, I have heard all that can be faid on that fubjeft, and think it a mere 
jeft, for bread can certainly be made without yeft. I know how to do it my- 
felf, and as my friend Peter Campbell has turned brewer, I’l turn baker, if 
nothing elfe will convince them; the bakers here are well affefied, and fo I 
think there’s nothing in it. If the want of ale turns into too great a grievance 

3 n 2 to 
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Period III. to be fupported, and that the combination does not ceafe, as I believe it will, 
1720^01727 . ^ magnates of Edenburg (who dare do little openly) have agreed to let 
1725. their officers connive at the importation, from the country around, of ale, not 
only without fubje&ing thefe country brewers for all they brew to the town’s 
duty, but without demanding any thing for what they fhall import. In this 
event, I believe the dragoon horfes mufl fetch in the drink; for the neibour- 
ing country places have been made to believe, that thefe brewers of Edenburg 
are fo formidable, that they fent us word, that though they are willing to en¬ 
deavour to fupply the town, yett they dare not fend their own fervants and ' 
horfes. 

The ftate of Aberdeenfhire is very extraordinary. I am informed from 
. thence, that the earl of Rothes’s clerk, who is likewife clerk to the juftices of 
the peace, has fuppreffed thefe fourteen days the new commiffion of the peace, 
and that fome of the malfters who at firft allowed enterance to the officers of ex- 
cife, now think fit to refufe. This latter part of the news I have from the board 
of excife. Thus it is that the king is ferved in this country, and thefe are the 
difficulties I meet with daily in other fhapes, over and above that of introduc¬ 
ing a new tax, which though unreafonably, unjuftly, and extravagantly oppofed 
here, yet is not the moft popular thing to do in any place whatfoever, and am 
very much of opinion, that if things 'continue on this foot, with refpefl to the 
adminiftration of Scotland being felo de fe, neither cuftoms nor excife, nor 
hardly any law will have force in this country. But let all that be as it will, as 
long as I have the law in my hand, and fifty men to fupport me, I wont give 
the leaf! way to any infult, nor fhall I boaft of any merit in the matter, when- 
there are fo many of the king’s fubje&s, who for fixpence a day (in point of 
firmnefs) do more. 

One of the leaders of the brewers, who is now in the tolbooth, had the im¬ 
pudence to defire one to propofe to me, that the lords of the feffion fhould 
privately agree to connive at three of their number fufpending thefe com¬ 
mitments, and the juftices of the peace fhould adjourn the confideration of 
the fait of the board of excife againft them till the parliament met. I anfwer- 
ed, that no three lords of the feffion durft fufpend their commitment, and that 
I fhould, as a juftice of the peace, this day declare in publick, that the brewers 
here were perfons whofe aftions called more for the vengeance of the law than 
the leaft favour from the government, that I forfaw they would at laft be 
compelled to beg for mercy when it would be too late. I have the prifoners 
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difpofed in different prifons to prevent their encouraging one another, or In- Tumults in 
fluencing the reft by any joint advice, and I’l endeavour to hinder any of the f Scotland “. 1 
brewers having accefs to them. This afternoon the juftices of the peace met, 1725. 
where the brewers who were fummoned offered a petition, a copy of which I 
fend to Mr. Walpole. We had about twenty juftices prefent. I connived at the 
ab fence of the magiftrates of Edenburg, who are in the com million, in regard 
to their approaching elections, though they offered to attend if I pleafed: I 
fpoke to the brewers, by way of anfwer to their petition, and there being pre¬ 
fent a vaft number of people, I faid every thing I could think of, not only for 
the fake or the brewers, but of the audience too. 

I mull tell you one thing of the fpeflators, y/hich I did not expe£l, nor in¬ 
deed could have hoped lor, which was, that they behaved themfelves very 
decently during the whole proceeding, nor could I obferve theleaft murmur or 
impertinence. One of the brewers mentioned the objedlion about the ftock in 
hand, which I ftated at large to my brethren juftices, and they unanimoufly 
overuled it. All the excufe the brewers made for not giving bond for the duty, 
was their poverty, and that they muft firft pay their creditors, of whom they had 
bought their corn. We gave judgment again!! them for the double duty, and 
they have appealed to the quarter feflions, as they are allowed by a£t of par¬ 
liament; forefeeing this appeal, and that fix days are to be allowed them, be¬ 
tween the firft fentence and the appeal being heard; we yefterday adjourned 
the quarter feflions to Thurfday fennight,.at which time thefe'judgments will 
be made final. 

I had forgot one other defence the brewers made, viz. that the gaugers 
had not done them juftice in meafuring their malt, or rather that the brewers 
did not know whether the meafuring was right, upon which Mr. Baron Kenedy 
told them, that he believed the board of excife would be fo indulgent to them, 
as to order the malt to be gaugpd over again in prefence of themfelves or 
any they fhould appoint, and alked them, if in that cafe they would give bond 
for the tax; to which they anfwered, no, for they had not money. Mr. 

Dodfwel, who is fecretary to the excife, is extreamly ufefull and able in his 
buflinefs; if it were not for him, that board could do nothing; the two com- 
miflioners, however fkilful they may be in the lower parts of their buflinefs, 
are far from being able to conduct the management of the excife here, which 
requires authority, fpirit, and a proper behaviour, fuiting an office that ought 
to carrie refpe£l with it in this country. Inftead of all this, the whole town 
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Period III. knows that they are frightned out of their wits, that they lie in different places, 
1720to 1727 . !for jj n ^. as t p e p an i c feizes them, and before this mutiny began, they had hired 
4725. a little hut jointly, for which they pay five pounds a year, and have deferted a 
fhilling ordinary, becaufe it was too dear. Thefe are circumfiances that may 
feem trivial, but in a country like this, where by a long feries of no adminiftra- 
tion, the mere letter of the law has little or no weight with the people, it muft 
be fupported, by the concurrent influence of every thing that any ways tend to 
the dignity, authority, refpeQ;, and reputation of thofe in office. 

Auguft 2 6, Thurfday. Our work goes on pretty well, I believe I fhall 

• have three more brewers light their fires to night, and one of them is the molt 
confiderable in the town, fo that I make no doubt of dragging them all in very 
foon, and I hitherto perfift in having no apprehenfion of pubiick difturbances: 
if any happen, they fhall be too foon over to make any noife. I had this day 
a letter from Chelfea, by which I fee my friends the brewers here, will in a 
little time be informed of the ftate of their affairs. Adieu. 

They threatned fo hard at Dyfart, that if Logie or his brethren came there, 
they fhould be deftroyed, fo that Logie fent a proteftation, and I could not 
defire gentlemen of diftinftion to go to be drub’d, or perhaps murdered. I 
am told they had gathered great numbers of people in and about the town to 
be ready for mifchief as occafion fhould offer; I did not think it very fafe 
to have any troops fent from hence in the condition we are in; befides they 
would have faid, that the army was made ufe of to choofe magiftrates. There 
met yefterday eight of the other fide, and though twelve was a quorum, thofe 

• eight have prefumed to have a magiftracy elefted, and have put them in pof- 
feffion; whether they fhould be proceeded againft by a fufpenfion here, or 
by complaint above, I have not yet had time to confidcr. 

1 EARL OF ILAY TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Relates the means which he took to fupprefs the combination of brewers. 

SIR, ' Edenburgh, Friday, Auguft 27, 1725. 

Campbell I Forgot by the laft poft to inclofe this petition of the brewers, which they 
Papers. offered at the late meeting of juftices of the peace. Yefterday they made 
an application to the magiftrates, defiring them to intercede with me, that their 
brethren might be fet at liberty, and that nothing fhould be exacted of them 
before the parliament met. The magiftrates were very fenfible how imper¬ 
tinent 
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tinent this application was, but thought it better that I fliould return an anfwer 
than they: accordingly, I was this day attended by the magiftrates and town 
councel, when the petition was read. I thereupon acquainted the town coun- 
cel, that all mild methods had been purfued to induce the brewers to. an obe¬ 
dience to the laws, but that now they had made fo bad a ufe of the lenity of 
the government, that I would let them know that they lhould foon feel the 
confequence of their crimes, that this city was now in all the diftrefs which 
their confpiracy could bring upon it, and I would take that time to ffiow them 
how little I was to be intimidated; that inftead of releafing thofe in prifon, 
who would this day receive their indi&ments for their crimes, I would on 
Saturday have five more of the moft criminal imprifoned and indicted, the 
nature of their crimes and their punilhment, I fliould foon pronounce to them 
in another place; that their wicked defigns had failed of fuccefs, for I had 
taken care that the town fliould be fupplied with drink, and that already ten or 
eleven of their trade had fubmitted, and did brew: thefe I fliould probably 
recommend to the lords juftices as proper objefts of his majeftie’s mercy, but 
for the reft, who plead compaflion even during the time of their criminal ob- 
flinacy, I thought it an infolent application, and that in compaflion to the in¬ 
nocent, I would execute the laws again!! the guilty. 

In about three hours after this, one of them lighted his fire, and fell to brew¬ 
ing, and two of the name of Campbell, whom I fent word to, that they fliould be 
more feverely handled (if poffiblej than any others, promifed to brew this night. 
I know for certain they;are all difconcerted amoung themfelves, and I think 
the neck of the whole plot is broke. This day at noon, there came fome barrels 
of drink from the country, people came in the ftreet, and defired to buy drink, 
upon which the fellow tap’d the barrels, and in a very little time retailed out 
all his ale, without the leaft difturbance, and to the great fadsfa&ion of his cuf- 
tomers. The rogues now are fenfible that they can neither ftarve the town, nor 
raife. any tumult, but blame me for letting ale come in free of the town’s duty; 
I am forced to allow the magiftrates to excufe themfelves, by faying they dare 
not hinder it, for fear of me. I dont yet hear of above one baker, who pre¬ 
tends to be diftrefled for want of yeft, and he is one Hay,, of lord Tweddale’s 
family. 

Upon the furrender of the feals, there will be an immediate neceflity for a 
deputation here for the keeping the fignet, becaufe it is out of that office that 
all fummonds’s for law fuits proceed. Before the union, the office of fecretary 
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Period III. -was conftituted by commiffion under the great feal, and in it the office of 
8 720101727. ^ ee p £r Q |- t ^ e |' 1 g net was i n f er ted. I dont know whether the duke of Montrofe 
1725. and the duke of Roxburg had a feperate commiffion for that effefl, nor can I 
enquire here at prefent, leaft they fhould know in the offices the reafon of my 
enquiry, but the moment the news comes in form, and is public, I’l fend you 
word. I would recommend one Reanold Campbell, one of the juftices of the 
peace here, to be the deputy keeper of the fignet, and though you may depend 
upon it, I ffiall not in the fequel of Scotch affairs, be partial to that name, yet 
upon this occafion, I indultrioufly do it, as a meafure ufefuL I fend you in- 
clofed a pamphlet written by Mr. Hugh Dalrimple, fecond fon to the lord 
prefident, and with it an infamous copy of verfes, privately handed about by 
the enemy: the Dalrimples, all but the earl of Stairs, and one fir John Dal- 
ximp’le, concur zealoufly with me in every thing. Lord Stairs is in the country 
amufing himfelf with improvements of ground, gardning, &c. That fir John 
is one of the clerks of the feffion during life, and a jacobite: he had the im¬ 
pudence the other day, upon our giving orders in the quarter feffions of the 
peace, for letters to be writ to our abfent brethren, to return a nonfenfical 
impertinent anfwer. Lord Torphicken, whom you lately made one of the po¬ 
lice (800 k a year) does not attend the juftices of the peace, nor did he return 
any anfwer to his letter; I am not forry for it, he having more from the go¬ 
vernment than his fervices can deferve, though he were on the right fide. 
Mr. Campbell of Glafgow, a very rich man, and Daniel’s enemy, is to come 
here next week, to talk to me about the affairs of that town: he is certainly a 
very honeft man, and by letter has given me the ftrongeft affurances of his 
friendfhip. I am affraid I plague you with tedious letters, but I cannot well 
©therwife give you any true notion of affairs here. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Supprejfion of the combination in Scotland, owing to the good conduSl of lord 

Hay. 

MY LORD* London, September 3, 172.$, 

JHardwklce F is with the greateft fatisfa&ion that I give your lordffiip the following ac~ 
gapers ‘ count of the prefent ftate of affairs in Scodand, and as this great happy 
Gcfy. turn is intirely owing to the induftry, ability, and refolution of lord Ilay, I 
can never fay enough in his commendation, or do him juftice in relating his 

great 
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great dexterity in the conduEt and management of this nice and difficult point. Tumults In 
And that his majefty may be more fully apprifed of the particular tranfaflions , Scorian( \ 
in getting through this whole affair, I beg your lordlhip’s patience, if I take 1725. 
it a little further backward, in order to explain it the better. 

Your lordlhip has been already acquainted that the refolution concerted 
was to begin with profecuting the brewers before the juftices of the peace, for 
non-payment of the duties charged upon the flock in hand, which was accord¬ 
ingly done, and the brewers thereupon, purfuant to their combination, leaving 
off brewing immediately, lord Hay ordered, that four of the chief and princi¬ 
pal offenders fhould be immediately committed upon the warrants of the lords 
of feffion, left in the hands of the prefident, for contempt and difobedience to 
their orders, and the authority of the court; and as foon as they were commit¬ 
ted, direEted inditements and informations to be exhibited againftthem for their 
criminal combination, which now they had full evidence of, by having actually 
left off their brewing. And the town of Edinburgh was actually for about a week 
under all the diftrefs, that they could poffibly put them, eight brewers only, 
by the management of lord Ilay, out of 65, continuing to brew, and the con- 
fumption of ale in Edinburg, is computed at leaft at 2,500 barrels per week. 

But for their further relief, lord Ilay prevailed with, one Peter Campbel, an 
eminent and rich old merchant, to hire two very large brewhoufes, and brew 
all that he poffibly could, and compelled the magiftrates of Edinburgh not to 
hinder the country brewers from bringing drink into the town, of which they 
had not benefit till the 27th of Auguft, when ale was publickly retailed in the 
ftreets by country brewers, without any difturbance, and all that was brought 
immediately fold, and this was the condition of Edinburgh from about the 20th 
of laft month, to the 28th. 

On the 21ft, his majefty’s orders for difmiffing the Scotch fecretary ar¬ 
rived here, of which I fent an immediate account to lord Ilay that day, that 
he might have the benefit of that refolution as foon as pofiible, which I was 
very fenfible he wanted, and perfuaded he would find a very good account 
from. The exprefs arrived at Edinburgh the 26th, on the 25th the brewers pe¬ 
titioned the juftices of the peace, before whom they were fummoned, and in a 
ftrong manner infilled, that all further proceedings Ihould be fuperfeded till 
the meeting of the parliament, when they hoped and queftioned not to obtain 
redrefs. That application being rejeEled on the 26th, they applied in a body 
to the magiftrates of Edinburgh to intercede with lord Ilay for the liberty 
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Period III. 0 f their brethren that were committed. Lord Ilay took that opportunity of 
^^Q-to 1 ; 2 ^ .being- attended on the 27th by the magiftrates and town council of Edinburgh* 
*725- and did then publickly, in a full affembly, fpeak to them with a very becoming 
fpirit, and feafonable refolution, and rejected their application for the liberty 
of their bretheren with fcorn and indignation, which had that effe£l, that three 
brewers more immediately after lighted their fires, and fell to brewing. 

On the 27th, late at night, upon the report of lord Ilay’s rejecting this ap¬ 
plication in fuch a manner, the brewers fent a meffenger to defire the quarter 
feflion of the juftices, where the penalties for non-payment are to be levied by 
diftrefs, might be adjourned to October next, to which an immediate anfwer 
was returned, that nothing would be accepted or heard, but an entire fubmif- 
lion and an immediate return to their duty; upon which, in their affembly, 
they fell into debates, and various opinions began to arife among themfelves, and 
at laft unanimouily agreed to be determined by a queftion. Brew or not. Which 
being put by the chairman, he began to take their votes Jeriatim at the right 
hand; but his right hand man, thought it an hardfhip upon him to be obliged 
to fpeak firft, the left hand man thought fo too, and they could get nobody to 
give his vote firft. At laft one Gray declared he thought they had .nothing 
now left to do, but to return to their trades; that he would not be bound by 
the majority, but began the vote, and voted brew. He was immediately fol¬ 
lowed by another, upon which two warm ones hoped they would hold out, 
till their bretheren were fet at liberty, but thefe not being fupported, the af¬ 
fembly broke up, and fuch of them as had their things in readinefs, fell to 
brewing that night; and on the 28th at noon, above 40 brewhoufes were hard 
at work in Edinburgh, and ten more at Leith. Lord Ilay has fince fent a 
peremptory order to the brewers, not to hold any more affemblies at their 
peril. The brewers under confinement have taken till the 31ft, to confider 
what methods they fhall take. It is expected, they.will then comply with the 
order of feflion, and give fepurity for carrying on their bufinefs, upon which 
they muft be fet at liberty, but the profecutions for the criminal combination 
will ftill remain good, and I am at prefent of opinion, ihquld be carried on, 
to make fome examples, if lord Ilay is of opinion that can be done, without 
railing new mutinies and diforders; or at leaft, that after conviction, they 
fliould be obliged to the king for their pardon, if that is thought advifeable. 

The trials of the rioters at Glalcow, and the confpirators at Edinburgh, 
will be put off for a fortnight, from the date of the laft letters, upon fome ne- 
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ceffary precautions. But I think I may now congratulate your lordfhip upon Tumults in 
feeing an end to a very troublefome and hazardous affair: the fuccefs is in- 1 ^ . 

tirely owing to the laft wife refolution his majefty was pleafed to take, and it 1725. 
is plain to a demonftration, that without that alteration, all the art of man could 
not put at end to thefe diforders, which had their rife and fupport from the 
countenance and proteftion which they expended and received from hence. ' I 
forgot to acquaint your lordfhip, that I fent down 1,500/. to lord Hay, to 
anfwer any expence that fhould be neceffary to carry on his majefty’s fervice. 

I am confident he will manage to the beft advantage. By all letters from 
Scotland, the affair of the highlands is like to fucceed to his majeftie’s wifhes. 

Urqhart fends me word from thence, that there will be a total fubmiffion and 
furrender of their arms. I am, my lord, with great truth and affe&ion. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Warmly commends lord llay„ 

MY LORD, London, September $, 1725, 

J Do not fend your lordfhip copies of lord Ilay’s letters to me, not only fce- 
caufe they are very long, but as they are fort of diaries or journals of all his 
tranfa&ions; they contain many things, which from the circumftances, fre¬ 
quently varied, and would rather create confufion, than give you a clear idea 
of what has been done. But if your lordfhip obferves any inconfiftency in the 
accounts that have come from the duke of Newcaftle and me, it is occafioned 
by his grace writing from fuch accounts as the advocate fent up to Mr. De- 
lafaye, and his grace not having feen lord Ilay’s accounts to me, and there having 
been feme difference of opinion betwixt lord Ilay and the advocate about the 
methods of proceedings; lord Hay prefering in point of time the more moderate 
meafures to be firft put in execution. We have had fome difficulty to manage, 
without giving the advocate diflafte, or difcouraging of him by abating all that 
zeal and warmth, which he had engaged himfelf in; this made lord Ilay’scor- 
refpondence with me, differ a little from the advocate’s accounts, who was not 
previoufly let thoroughly into all the meafures that had been concerted: but 
all is well, and the fafls are as I ftate them in my other letter. 

Indeed, my lord, I cannot fay enough in commendation of lord Ilay j to fet 
himfelf up in direft oppofition to the fpirit and wifhes of the whole country, 
to throw off all popularity at once, and run the hazard of not fucceeding, which 
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you may depend upon it, he had not done, if the duke of Roxborough had not 
been removed, was a defperate and refolute undertaking, and he has conduced 
it with admiration, and I think I can anfwer for him, he will not be unreafonable 
in his demands, or give the king or his fervants any uneafinefs by propofing 
unneceffary charges, or aiming to ingrofs the whole power of Scotland into his 
own hands. Thefe matters have already been fo fully explained betwixt him 
and me, that I think we need be under no apprehenfions upon that account. 
There muft be a deputation for a keeper of the fignet in Scotland, under 
Mr. Tilfon and Mr. Delafaye. Lord Hay recommends very earneftly one 
Mr. Reonald Campbel, a juftice of the peace there, that has now fignalized 
himfelf upon this occafion, to that poft, worth betwixt a and 300 1 . per annum. 
He fays you fhall not find him partial to that name, but fays this will be of 
particular fervice, and indeed I think he fhould be gratified in it. 

The furrender of Wood’s patent has had fo good an effeft in Ireland, that 
the lord lieutenant prornifes every thing will go well there, but I have other 
accounts that I more depend upon, which give the fame affurances; fo I think 
we have once more got Scotland and Ireland quiet, if we take care to keep 
them fo. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF ILAY. 

Highly commends his conduct and zeal . 

MY LORD, London, Sept. 4,17251 ’ 

J Am favoured with your letters of the 26th of laft month by the poft, and 
of the 27th and 28th by expreffe, and not only return your lordfhip my moft 
fincere thanks for your fuccefsful endeavours in furmounting the great diffi¬ 
culties, which few men but your lordfhip would have dared to undertake, and 
fewer would have been able to accomplifh; but do affure you, I have done 
you all pofiible juftice in my accounts to the king of this whole proceeding. 

I intirely approve the meafures you have taken, and cannot but think you 
judged very rightly in beginning where you did5 but I do not know whether 
you obferve what I think I difeover in the advocate’s letters, that he rather 
wifhed you had begun with the criminal profec'utions, and feems to think there 
is an abatement of that zeal with which he ftarted. But as he is to be ma¬ 
naged, and by no means to be diftafled, I dare fay, your prudence and tem¬ 
per will conduft it fo, that he lhall not be diffatisfied, nor imagine that any 
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fuch intimation was given you from hence: to contribute all I can to pre- 
ferve him in good humour, I write to him now, in a manner that I hope will 
pleafe him. I have now wrote to lord Lauderdale, according to your 
directions. 

I have commended Mr. Campbell to lord Townfhend to be deputy feal 
keeper, in which the duke of Newcaftle has joined with me; and I dare fay 
it will be as you wifh j and for your other recommendations, I think you have 
fuch a title to command me, that you may be fure I will take due care of them. 

I hope you have wrote hither, as you hinted before, and pray don’t be fparing 
in perfonal compliments. I wait your lordfhip’s commands in the further 
progrefs of the great and difficult talk, and think there can be no doubt but 
if feme of the molt guilty and leading offenders can be convicted and punifh- 
ed, without creating new mutinies and new diforders, that fome example 
fhould be made, or at leaft, that they fhould be tried and convifted; and if 
afterwards your lordfhip Ihould think them objects of the king’s pardon, you 
may have the grace of procuring it, and the obligation be your’s. 


Tumults in 
Scotland. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Sends -warrants for fecret fervice money to be Jighed by the king. 

MY LORD, London, September 7, 1725, 

J Have nothing to trouble your lordfhip with this poft, having no particu- Hardwicfce 
lars from Scotland fince my laft, but general accounts that every thing Faper3 * 
is like to go on very well, and ’tis now hoped that the malt tax will be levied 
and collected without any further difpute. The occafion of my troubling you 
now, is to tranfmit to your lordfhip the three enclofed warrants and receipts for 
money to be iffued out of the fecret fervice, which will be wanted at Michael¬ 
mas, or at leaft no more of it fhall be iffued than fhall be abfolutely neceffary. 

The unexpected fums that have been paid fince his majefty’s departure, which 
your lordfhip is acquainted with, make it neceffary to fend over thefe war¬ 
rants, that it may be in my power to anfwer fome payments that become due at 
Michaelmas, and to be able to anfwer any unforfeen fervices; but I hope the 
whole will not be wanted before the king’s return. Be pleafed, my lord, to 
prefent them to his majefty to be figned, the dates are left blanks, to be filled 
up at the times that the money fhall be wanted. His majefty will remember, 
that the receipts are to be figned at the top with G R at bottom. You will 

' obferve. 
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Period III. obferve, that I am preparing to get my bufinefs difpatched with an eye to 
l 7zotol7Z 7, '{om& O&ober hunting, or you had not heard of me fo foon upon this account. 
tj SS . I am very truly and affe&ionately, my dear lord, your lordfhip’s moil faithful 
humble fervant. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOXE TO THE EARL OF I LAY. 

Exprtffes a high fenfe of his obligations , and his inclination to follow his 

advice . 

MY LORD, oaober 7 , i7*5- 

Campbell | Am afraid your lordfhip will think I have been a long time filent; but I 
Papers. hope you know me too well, or that I have more of your good opinion, 
than for your lordfhip to think, that any negled proceeds from a want of that 
regard that is due to you, or a juft fenfe of the fervices you have rendered, 
and the obligations that I fhall ever own, you have in particular laid upon me. 
But I have forbore writing out of choice, and I wifh you had not mentioned 
what your letter begins with; becaufe it makes it impoffible for me to ac¬ 
knowledge the receit of a letter which I cannot produce. 

I am fully convinced by the account you give me, that Mr. Burnett muft 
not long continue a commiffioner of the excife; but I think the alteration of 
that commiffion may wait our meeting together; and for me, I think, you 
have a right to direct me in all thefe things; which makes me confident, that 
you will not think any delay in the execution of your commands,. is playing 
the minifter. You fhall find me fincere and ready to do what you think ad- 
■vifeable, and without a grain of more difcretion than you fhall think neceffary 
from circumftances. I think myfelf authorifed to ad as you defire concerning 
lord Kirkubright, having fpoke to the king on that fubjefit before he left En¬ 
gland; and you fhall have a lift of our penfions. I wifh you a good de¬ 
liverance in the great work you have undertaken. 

I am, with a great deal of reafon, and very fincerely, my dear lord, your 
lordfhip's moft faithful humble fervant. 


SECRET 
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1725 - 

SECRET CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN SIR ROBERT }YAL- 
POLE, LORD TOWNSHEND, AND THE DUKE Oi; NEW-- 
CASTLE. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Remonjlrates on account of the large fums of money drawn upon the exchequer 
for the purpofe of gaining Sweden . 

MY LORD, London, July 20, 1725, 

J Was no lefs furprized than concerned at the news which your lordfhip’s dif- Hardwickfi 
patches brought us, and (hall trouble your lordfhip no further about them, Pa P ers< 
than with all poffible deference and fubmiffion to offer my humble opinion to Cogy, 
his majefty, about that part which more immediately concerns the office, I have 
the honour to ferve his majefty in. 

I obferve your lordfhip has fent Mr. Poyntz orders to draw for 50,000/. 
or even 100,000/. I hope his majefty will be fo good as to believe, I would 
not, upon any account, make any unneceflary difficulties, when his fervice or 
intereft is concerned; but as I am convinced, that it is impradlicable to anfwer 
fuch large fums, without very manifeft and great prejudice to his majefty’s fer¬ 
vice, I do hope I {hall be forgiven, if I humbly beg, that immediate orders 
may be fent to Mr. Poyntz, not to exceed 50,000 /. in the whole, and to be 
as cautious and fparing in drawing that, as ’tis poffible for him to be. I am 
afraid, as the prefent circumftances of our revenue now ftand here, this demand 
can no ways be anfwered, but out of his majefty’s civil lift revenues. The 
bank cannot by law make any public loans, but upon parliamentary fecurities, 
of which we have none, but tallies upon the land and malt tax, referved for 
the payment of the forces, which cannot be depofited but by the confent of 
the pay-mafter, and are appropriated for the fervice of the current year. If 
the pay-mafter fhould make no difficultys in borrowing money upon thefe 
tallies, this tranfa&ion with the bank and pay office, would immediately make 
thofe apprehenfions public, which ’tis thought advifeable fhould be kept pri¬ 
vate! and therefore the civil lift, alone, mult certainly bear the whole burden 

of 
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Period III. of this charge, be it more; and I think I need not make ufe of many words to 
tyz° 101727 . p rQVe t h at g 0j000 1 } s as much as can poffibly, without the greateft. incon- 
1725. veniences and difficultys imaginable, be fupplied that way. I have this day 
accepted Mr. Poyntz’s bill for Spool, which will be paid to-morrow, and 
•with 4,000/. paid before, makes 10,000/. I hope I fhall be forgiven, for 
prefuming to give my opinion in this free manner, which proceeds from no 
motive, but an unfeigned duty and concern for his majefty’s fervice and 
interefto 


XORD TOWNSHEND TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Exfirejfes his concern , that his opinion about Sweden Jhould be mijinterpreted.— 
Thinks it necejfary to fecure that kingdom at any expence. 

Hardwicke (Hanover, July 27, 1725.) I Don’t wonder you was furprifed at the in- 
* >a P ers ‘ telligence I tranfmitted to the duke of Newcaftle from Mr. Poyntz; for 
Ctysy. though we had always reafon to apprehend danger from the czarina, with re¬ 
gard to Sweden, upon which fubjeft I had the happinefs of reafoning fome hours 
with you at my owne houfe, before I left England; at which time, the point with 
relation to affiftance by money, was very fully examined; yet I muft own, till 
I received that very difpatch from Mr. Poyntz, I was not under the leaft ap- 
prehenfion of affairs in the kingdom taking the hidden turn therein repre- 
fented. I amforry you take offence at an expreffion in my letter, which may 
look like a complaint of our having been too frugal. I don’t fee how you 
could turn that, as if it was meant at you. Cnee after that converfadon we had 
together, the fame orders you now complain of, were fent to Mr. Poyntz, with 
this only difference, that he was then allowed to draw in cafe of great danger 
or neceffity in general; and in the laft orders, he was tied up not to do it, un- 
lefs the duke and duchefs of Holftein came with the Mufcovite fleet to demand 
admittance into the kingdom of Sweden, and the ufe of one or more of their 
ports for that fleet; and that' the king and fenate of Sweden had refolution to 
refufe that demand, and to implore the affiftance of England. 

Thefe conditions were fo ftrong, and the fituation in Sweden feemed to be 
fiich at that time, that we could hardly flatter ourfelves they would have courage 
enough to venture on fuch another denial, even with all the promifes Mr. Poyntz 
could make them; and therefore you will give me leave, in my turn, to be 
furprifed, that you could imagine that this money was already drawn for upon 

you . 
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you. And I mull allure you, that I think the point was fo effential, of re- Period HI. 
filling entrance both to the duke and the Mufcovite, in cafe it lhould have * 7 20t ° I72 7 * 
been demanded, that I would not for any conlideration in the world, notwith- 1 7 2 5 * 
Handing the difficulties you have reprefented, have been the author of recalling 
thofe orders, and of leaving it to be faid, that Sweden would have refufed 
that admittance, if England would have fupported them with fuch a fum of 
money. But I think it needlefs to difpute about a matter, which is now en¬ 
tirely over. I always thought Mr. Poyntz was too frugal at firlt, for tho* 
he has drawn for 10,000 1 . he has Hill near 8,000 1 . of it in his hands, and our 
intereft has increafed in proportion to the fums he has diftributed; and I am 
firmly perfuaded, that the difappointment the czarina has met with there, is 
chiefly owing to his abilities and dexterity, and the fums he has difpofed of. 

I laid your letters before the king; and you may depend upon it, I repre¬ 
fented all you offered, as the higheft care of doing the bell dor his majefty’s 
fervice. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Recommends Mr. Law.—Remonf rates againjl the expence of fending an em- 
haffador extraordinary to Paris. 

(London, July 29—Aug. 9, 1725.) Mr. Law has wrote to your lordlhip to Hardwlcke 
defire that he may have fome fort of commiffion from his majelty to any prince Pa - pers * 
or Hate, not to be made ufe of, but to be kept as a protefilion in cafe of necef- Extras. 
fity. By what he fays to me, I really think, he believes it may be of fervice to Copy. 
him, and I promifed to ufe my intereft with your lordlhip for the obtain, 
ing it. 

I am forry to hear you think of fending an ambaffador extraordinary to 
France with a compliment. The expence to the king will be very great, and 
I think, of very little advantage to the perfon. The plate for an ambaffador, 
and an allowance for equipage money, the quarters advance, and the weekly 
appointments, will, in a little time, come to a great many thoufand pounds, 
which I think may as well be faved, and ’tis better for the king to give lord 
Waidegrave 2000/. than to make an expence of three times that fum j out of 
which he cannot with credit fave 1000/. 


V0&. II. PART II. 3 P ' BVK& 
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Period III. DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

1720 to 172 7. 

V——y —j Lays the articles of the treaty of Hanover before the lords of the regency , vihs 
, 7 2 S i approve the meafure, and exprefs their refolution tofupport and enforce it. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, September 10—21, 1725. 

Walpole J Had the honour of your lordlhip’s very private letter of the 31 Auguft—« 
P a P ers ‘ nth September, by Molloy the meffenger, and I have endeavoured to 
Very private. <txtc\xic his majefty’s commands in the bell manner I was able, and with the 
’ c utmoft fecrecy and caution. I accordingly, in concert with fir Robert Wal¬ 
pole, appointed a meeting, which we had yefterday, with my lord chancellor, 
the earl of Berkley, and the earl of Godolphin, who, in the abfence of the 
duke of Devonlhire, who is out of town, were the only perfons to whom we 
thought proper to communicate matters of fo great fecrecy and importance. 

Before I acquaint your lordlhip with the refult of our conference, and lay 
before his majefty the humble opinion of us, his fervants here, upon the pre- 
fent fituation of affairs, I muft obferve, that yefterday morning, before our 
meeting, I had the pleafure to receive from Mr. Walpole at Paris, a duplicate 
of Mr. Stanhope’s letter to your lordlhip of the 4th inftant, N. S. whereby 
I found that the language and behaviour of their catholick majefties, with re¬ 
gard to the king our mafter, and the continuance of the correfpondence be¬ 
tween the two nations, were very much altered, fince Mr. Stanhope’s laft au¬ 
dience. Whether this change be real, or not, or if fo, whatever may have 
-been the oceafion of it, as I thought it might be of confequence, in order to 
forming the opinions of the lords upon what I was to communicate to them, I 
did at laft acquaint them with fo much of Mr. Stanhope’s letter as related to' 
the difpofition of their catholick majefties concerning the affair of Gibraltar, 
and the manner, in which they were now willing to explain the peremptory and 
. extraordinary demand they had formerly made of it in Monf. de Grimaldo’s 
letter. 

I fhall now proceed to give your lordlhip a particular account of our con¬ 
ference, which I begun by laying before the lords (having the letters before 
me, to juftify my accounts) a particular relation of our prefent fituation, with 
refpeft to the courts of Vienna and Madrid, and in it I endeavoured to lhew, 
how unprovoked the behaviour of the latter was towards his majefty, and his 
people; and how it was intirely owing to the di&ates and fuggeftions of the 
court of Vienna, whofe refentment the king had drawn upon himfelf, upon no 

other 
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other account, than his endeavours to procure for the court of Spain, the ad- Period III. 
vantages they were juftly entitled to by their treaties. 1720101727 . 

I acquainted the lords, that no fooner was this feparate treaty concluded, in 1725. 
that extraordinary manner, between the courts of Vienna and Madrid, than an 
offer was made by the emperor, of his mediation to accommodate differences 
between England and Spain, which offer, his majefty, with all the juftice and 


reafon imaginable, very peremptorily refufed, there being'no difference, but 
what has been fince created by the court of Vienna itfelf, between the two 
crowns. That this offer (which appeared afterwards to have been the voluntary 
aft of the imperial court) and his majefty’s refufal of a mediation for accom¬ 
modating differences not fubfifting, and to engage his kingdoms in ftipulations 
and guarantys not known, which, if gueffed at, would be attended with confe- 
quences, that muft be moft fatal to the peace and tranquillity of Europe, 
was immediately followed by a peremptory demand of Gibraltar at the court 
of Madrid; and by fuch a behaviour and avowed difcourfes of the Spanifli 
ambaffadour at the court of Vienna, and even of the minifters of his imperial 
majefty, as could leave no room to doubt, but that the latter were taking all 
occafions to work up the court of Spain to come to an aftual breach with his 
majefty. That the king had, upon this occafion, taken the moft prudent 
meafures to be informed of the true fentiments of the court of Spain, whether 
the extravagant difcourfes of Riperda to every body that came near him, of 
the king and kingdom (and here I took particular care to inform their lord- 
fhips of what he conftantly threw out with regard to the pretender) were by 
order of his court or not; and though at firft indeed their catholick majefties 
feemed to difown any thing faid by their minifter at Vienna, that was unbe¬ 
coming, or might tend to a breach between the two crowns; yet at laft, by a 
letter from Grimaldo, Mr. Stanhope was given to underftand, not only that 
Gibraltar muft be immediately reftored, but, if it was not, the good corre- 
fpondence between the two nations would be forthwith broken off, and all the 
conceffions, with relation to our trade to the Spanifti Weft Indies, would be fet 
afide. 

I did alfo, in as fhort a manner as I could, explain to their lordfhips the 
inducements of the court of Spain, which was folely under the direftion of 
the queen, to aft this extravagant and unjuft part towards his majefty, which 
could be only the marriage of her catholic majefty’s fon, with one, if not the 
eldeft of the arch-dutcheffes. I did not fail alfo to acquaint their lordfhips 

3 p 2 with 
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Period III. with the orders that the king had, from time to time, fent to Vienna and Ma-, 
t 72 °!°l 727 / drid: and the firmnefs that his majefty had fhewn for the honour of himfelf 
1725. and his people, by rejecting, in fo peremptory a manner, the demand of 
Gibraltar. 

I muft now do the lords the juftice to fay, that they received this commu-., 
incation with the greateft refentment at the ungratefull and unparalled* be¬ 
haviour of thefe two courts, and at the fame time expreffed their gratitude for 
his majefty’s firmnefs and refolution, which they thought, by the alteration 
that feems at prefent to be in the court of Spain, had already had a very good 
effect, and did not doubt but, if that court fhould return to their former mad 
way of talking, or, in purfuance of that, fhould put any of their wild fchemes 
in execution, fuch prudent meafures would be taken by the king, as would fe- 
cure the honour of the nation, and prevent any mifehief that might happen to 
his people. Their lordfhips were all of opinion, that the court of Spain, not- 
withftanding the fuggeftions of that of Vienna, confidering the Arid union there 
is between his majefty and France, the declaration that has been of late given, 
by his moft chriftian majefty, even with relation to Gibraltar, and above all, 
the great and powerfull alliances that the king is now forming, would not ven¬ 
ture to come to an open rupture, by which, they muft evidently fee, that they 
themfelves would be the lofers; though it was yet uncertain to what caufe, the 
prefent change of their catholick majefties, was to. be attributed, or whether 
indeed, it may not poffibly have been with a view only to amufe and prevent his 
majefty from taking fuch meafures, as may effe&ually fecure him and his fub- 
jeQs, againft all attempts for ever; yet, confidering the feafon of the year, and 
how rafh the feizing any effeQs of our merchants in the Weft Indies would be, 
on account of an apprehenfion that court muft be under of reprizals to be 
made upon them, it is the opinion of his majefty’s fervants'here, that the utmoft 
refentment that their catholick majefties will at prefent {hew, will not go far¬ 
ther than refuming their former extravagant way of talking. 

But as the king has been pleafed to command us, to give our humble ad¬ 
vice, what may be proper to be done for the fecurity of his fubjefts, in cafe the 
madnefs of the court of Spain fhould carry them fo far, as to make any attempt 
upon the effefts of our merchants in the Weft Indies, or elfewhere upon his 
majefty’s fubje&s; their lordfhips are, in that cafe, humbly of opinion, that 
immediate orders fhould be fent to make reprizals upon the Spanifh galeons, 
and that without making a previous demand of the reftitution of the effefis 

of 
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of our merchants. In this their lordfhips were all very clear, that fuch a pro- Period Iir. 
ceeding would not only be juftified every where, but was abfolutely incum- i 1 7 20t01 7 2 7 « 
bent upon us. And upon this occafion, I acquainted them with what I had 1725. 
written to your lordfhip the 3d of September upon this head; but'as I had 
not then prefumed to give my opinion either for or againft it, their lordfhips 
defired I would this day inform you of their fentiments upon’ it. My lord 
Berkeley acquainted us, that if the fquadron now in the Weft Indies was 
not thought fufficient for that purpofe, two or three more fhips might be fent 
thither, either now, or when his majefty pleafed, without giving the leaft alarm,, 
and'onlyon the common pretence of protecting our trade. If the king thinks 
any attention is to be given to this notion of reprifals, I had the honour in my 
letter of the 3d inftant, to acquaint your lordfhip in what manner lord Berke¬ 
ley. thought it might be done, without making any noife, or having any ill con- 
fequence. 

Their lordfhips were alfo of opinion, that if his majefty approved of it, it 
might be proper to fend immediate orders to Mr. Stanhope, that in cafe the 
court of Spain fhould alter their conduct, and return to their former violence 
and extravagance, he fhould then declare to them, that if his catholick majefty 
fhould be induced to take any unadvifed ftep, by feizing the effeCts of our 
merchants, or making any other attempt upon us,, in that cafe they muft expeCt 
the king would take the firft opportunity of revenging the injuries done to his 
fubjeCts. 

Their lordfhips did alfo confider what you hinted with relation to the fitting 
out 15. or 16 men of war. My lord Berkeley acquainted us, that-fueh a 
number of fhips would always be got ready in a month’s time,..if it fhould be 
thought proper;, and that, in any feafon of the year, they, or part of them 
might be fent away to the Weft Indies, if neceffary. But as your lordfhip 
will fee that the opinion of the king’s fervants here, is, not to wait for the de¬ 
manding the reftitution of the effeCts of our merchants, in order to make re¬ 
prifals ; one of the ufes propofed by your lordfhip in fitting out this fquadron, 
will, in their opinion, be better anfwered, by fending to the commodore of 
the king’s fhips in the Weft Indies, to make reprifals, in cafe any of the effeCts 
of his majefty’s fubjeCts fhould be feized by order of the court of Spain. 

However, in cafe of a breach, which the lords think will actually be made, when 
once the effeCts of the merchants are feized, it may not be improper to order- 

fuch. 
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Period III. fuch a fquadron to be fitted out, •which both my lord Berkeley and fir Robert 
172010 r727. ^ a j p0 | e be done without much expence. 

,1725. Thus, my lord, I have acquainted you with the fentiments of the king’s fer. 
vants here, upon the fubjeci of your letter, and upon the advices which were 
communicated to them. If, notwithftanding that, his rriajefty fhould think 
any other meafures more advifeable, I am fure, that their zeal for the king, as 
well as their refentment for the injuries threatned by the court of Spain, is 
fuch, that they will, with the greateft chearfulinefs and unanimity,, execute and 
fupport whatever his majefty fhall think proper to have done. 

I muft alfo do them the juftice to alfure your lordfhip, that they have the 
riioft gratefull fenfe of the early concern that his majefty has fhewn for the fe- 
curity of his fubjefts^againft all events that may poffibly happen; and they are 
alfo of opinion, that nothing more can be done now, nor even till the next 
fpring, than what I have had the honour to lay before your lordfhip. I muft 
•beg leave, as from myfelf, to add, that it would be the higheft injuftice to im¬ 
pute any thing, that might poffibly happen on the part of Spain, to his majefty’s 
ab fence from hence, or to imagine, that every thing has not been done on the 
part of the king for the fecurity of his fubjects; when on the contrary, thofe 
that are informed of the great fuccefs that has attended his majefty’s endea¬ 
vours abroad, in the forming the beft and ftrongeft alliances for the preferva- 
tion of the publick peace and tranquillity, muft reckon it a very happy inci¬ 
dent, jhat the king fhould be at this time, where this great work could be 
heft accomplifhed. 

I muft now return your lordfhip my thanks for the communication of the 
feveral papers you have been pleafed to fend me. Nothing fure could be pro- 
perer, than the manner in which you propofed to induce the ftates general and 
the king of Sweden to accede to our treaty. I find by Mr. Walpole’s letters 
to your lordfhip of the 4-15th inftant, that they are in the main approved by 
Franee, tho’ monfieur de Morville made fome difficulty with relation to the 
communicating the feparate article about Thorn, to the Swedes and the Dutch, 
which I very much wonder at, becaufe that muft, in my opinion, be as agrea- 
ble to them as almoft any part of the treaty. 

As to the manner propofed in Franee of tranfa&ing with the king of Sardi¬ 
nia by a feparate treaty, I cannot, for my own part, fee the neceffity of it; 
*ho* on the other hand, provided that prince be fecured, it is not very mate¬ 
rial 
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rialVhich way It is done. Count Maffei fhews a very good difpofxtion, and Periodlir. 
by the accounts I have had of him from Mr. Walpole, I doubt not but he will i 1 7 20t0 I 7 2 7 « 
do what he can to bring in his mailer. ' 1725. 

As to the eleBor.of Bavaria, I cannot but think the fecurelt way to gain him, 
will be, to fend back monfieur St. Saphorin to Munich, who, during his Ihort 
flay there, was able to begin that negotiation with fo much fuccefs. 

The only circumftance in all our affairs, which I diflike, is what Mr. Wal¬ 
pole mentions of a defenfive alliance between the emperor, Portugal, and 
Spain. It would have been very lucky, if we could have prevented any coa¬ 
lition of this kind; however, nothing can be ftronger than the orders which 
have been fent to Mr. Dormer on that head. I fhall write to him on Tuefday, 
to inquire whether there is any foundation for this news, and to ufe his utmoft 
endeavours to prevent that crown from entring into any new engagement with¬ 
out the concurrence or participation of his majelty. The difference between 
that court and France, has been an unlucky incident at this time: that added 
to the new alliances that are forming between the familys of Portugal and 
Spain, I conclude has been the occafion of this new ftep, if it be made. 

I was forry for the account Mr. Walpole gives of Cederheilm’s difcourfe to 
monfieur Gedda at Paris. It cannot be true in all its parts j biit what he 
mentions of the negotiation between the emperor and the czarina, may have a 
.good deal of foundation. Ho wever, as we have fecured Pruffia, if we can get 
Sweden, I think his majelly need be little concerned at whatever meafures may 
be taken by any other powers in the north. 

I beg your lordfhip’s pardon for troubling you- with fo long a letter, which 
my defire of being as exaB as poflible in my relation, has been the ocfca- 
fion of. 

P. S. As I find by Mr. Walpole’s letter to your lordlhip, that the Dutch 
minifter at Paris, has again complained of major Hargrave’s behaviour at 
Gibraltar, X believe it may be proper to fend orders to colonel Kane, who is 
now upon the fpot,.to inquire into the affair of the Dutch prize, which was car¬ 
ried into Gibraltar, and to fend a full account of all the circumftances of that 
fcranfaBion, as well as to examine into the other complaints that have been 
made againft major Hargrave,, by either the Spaniards or the Dutch. 
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1725. 


Period III. LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

4720101727. 

u 1 Hopes to fecure the accejfion of the landgrave >of Heffe Cajfel to the treaty of 
Hanover.—Sends an intercepted letter from Peterfburghy which feems to 
. prove that a fcheme is in agitation between the czarina y the king of Spain t 
and the emperor, to fupport the pretender.—Farther proofs of the projeB.— 
Is convinced that the emperor is deeply engaged in it.—Propofes to fend more 
Jhips to the Wejl Indies* 


MY iord, 


Hanover, O&ober 4, 1725, 


Walpole 

Papers. 


J Received the honour of your grace’s private letter of September 14, by 
.Randal, the meffenger, this morning, which I immediately laid before the 
Ferj private, king, who was extreamly pleafed to find, that your grace and my brother Wal- 
pole concurr fo entirely with his majefty’s fentiments in relation to the meafures 
to be taken in order to engage the landgrave of Heffe to accede to the new 
alliance. I fear prince William of Heffe, and Mr. Diemar have not found 
his highnefs fo forward to accede upon the terms they propofed to me, as they 
imagined they lhould, for they have not yet been able to obtain his final con- 
fent. I received, however, on Tuefday night, a very comfortable letter from 
baron Sparre, whom the landgrave fent for to confult upon this occafion; in 
which he affures me, his highnefs will certainly confent to Diemar’s propofal, 
and only .waits to know the fentiments of his fon, the king of Sweden, upon it. 
Your grace and my brother Walpole, may depend upon it, I will be as good a 
hufband of the money as poffible, and will draw as lparingly as the neceffity of 
the fervice will allow. 

The copies of letters from Mufcovy, which I fent you laft Tuefday (and 
which I can affure you are genuine) compared with the advices we have re¬ 
ceived all this fummer from Vienna, Madrid, Stockholm, and very lately from 
Mr. Walpole at Paris, open a fcene, that, I am perfuaded, you will agree with 
me, might not only have been dangerous, but even fatal, if it had not been 
difcovered in time. I don’t know what to do with the perfon that putt thefe' 
papers into our hands. He was fent by the jacobites with letters of confequence 
to Peterfburgh, and recommended by them to be placed in the army there, but 
not liking the country, was fent back with thofe difpatches to France and Spain. 
But by the letters I have received from the chaplain of the faftory at Peterf¬ 
burgh, I have intelligence, that they had begun to fufpedt his fidelity, before 

he 
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he failed from thence, and had fent to feize him after he was aboard. How- Period IIL 
ever, they miffed their aim, and the man is now at Amfterdam, where he de- i 1 7 ^ otoI 7 2 7 « 
livered the letters of which I fent you copies. But I am afraid he can fcarce 1725* 
be of any further ufe to us in betraying their correfpondence. Neverthelefs, 

I have given him 100 1 . and promifed him a pardon, and further rewards, pro¬ 
vided he can give us any information, how we may intercept their letters; af- 
furing him, that if he dares go on himfelf, and deliver the originals, and putt 
the anfwers into our hands, he fhall have a reward fuitable to fo great a 
fervice. 

Your grace will obferve, that one of the letters is from fir Henry Sterling, 
who has been the pretender’s known agent at Peterfburg thefe feveral years 
paft. There is very little cant ufed in the letter. By goods he certainly 
means arms, and by the faBory, the court of Peterfburg. The three firft 
fhips are thofe, who touched at the ifland of Lewis,' and I cannot but think 
they left part of their cargoe there. The not intending to attempt any thing 
at prefent, but to have every thing ready againft next fpring, is exactly con¬ 
formable to what Baffewitz and Cederheilm the Swedifh minifter at Peterf- 
burgh write, as your grace will have been informed by letters, of which Mr. 

Walpole will have fent you an account in his of September 13-24, arid what 
is faid in thofe extracts of the czarina’s refolution not to break off the nego¬ 
tiation by giving a flat refufal to the propofal made by us and the French 
court, with regard to the reconciliation and alliance, but rather to amufe us 
with the hopes of agreeing, that they may gain time until their meafures are ‘ 
taken, agrees perfeQly with that part of the letter, where fir Henry affures 
them of the unalterable good xuijhes of the faBory (i. e. the court of Perterfburg) 

■who, fays he, are as defrous to contribute to efiablijk your trade, as may be, and 
admonifhes them not to ncgleB the leajl time to fett all engins at work againjl 
the next feafon, and tells them, that the faBory have given their ill wifhers no 
provocation as yct'wjjon which they can lay any jlrefs; fo that he hopes their goods 
may pafs without any treacherous defigns. 

. Count Golowin, the Mufcovite minifter at Stockholm, is one of the moft 
noted jacobites of all Ruffia; the captain of the fhip that brought him, is one 
Surocole, who was in the rebellion with the late lord Marr. But what gives 
me the greateft apprehenfions, that fir Henry Sterling is not quite in the 
wrong as to their ftrength in Sweden, is looking back upon Mr. Poyntz’s let¬ 
ters of the 9th of J une, and 6th of J uly, which were writt not long after the 
voL# 11. part 11. 3Q three 
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Period III. three Ruffian men of war paffed the Sound. I believe your grace will judge 
3720101727 .f rom t ^ emj t jj at there is great reafon to think, that not only Mr. Reichell, the 
1725. Holftein minifter, but even the Swedifh fecretary Mr. Hopken, is deeply en¬ 
gaged in this fcheme. I fend your grace extra£ls of thofe letters, leaft you 
fhould not have them by you. As to William Heafs, who is mentioned in 
this letter, he is one, who has been long employed in carrying meffages for the 
jacobites. Your grace muft have feen his name frequently in the Leyden 
correfpondence. What fir Henry fays about prince Kurakin, and prince Dol- 
gorucki, I dare fay is true, for your grace may remember, that a little before 
the czar’s death, prince Kurakin had orders to follicit the court of France for 
their affiftance towards reftoring the pretender, and had likewife a credential 
letter from the pretender. Tho’ this letter is directed for Meffrs. Butler and 
Kelly, yet I verily believe it is writttothe duke of Ormond; for in the clofe 
of it, where fir Henry fpeaks in commendation of the bearer, he fays, he would 
have been provided for here , but the defire he has to be near your favours , makes 
him refufe the offers made. Which laft words make it probable, that the let¬ 
ter is addreffed to fome perfon of credit and authority. 

The great fumm mentioned as requifite to carry on the work, fhews not 
only, that fir Henry’s correfpondent is a perfon of fome confequence, but 
likewife that there are confiderable powers engaged in the fcheme; for befides 
the money paid for the arms already carried to Cadiz on board the three men 
of war, he requires 120,000/. more at leaft. The powers concerned are 
without doubt, the emperor and'Spain; and a proportion of the vaft fumms 
Spain Has remitted to. Amfterdam within thefe few months, is certainly em¬ 
ployed in thisfervice. I have had 'frequent advices from good hands of their 
having remitted four millions of crowns, but I have all the reafon in the world 
, to believe, that they have a credit for above half that fumm, with one An- 
dreoli, and another banker at Amfterdam. 

There can be no doubt, but that Spain is deeply engaged in this fcheme-.. 
Thefe letters, and the whole conduQ; of the king and queen of Spain fhew it. 
The great civilitys that are paid to the duke of Ormond; their feizing Ca- 
mock at this j unHure, to be fure, upon fufpicion of his being a fpy of ours ; 
the three ftiips already fent, and the two others, which it appears by thefe let¬ 
ters the czarinna is fending thither upon the jacobite account, befides the im~ 
poffibility that any power, except Spain,Thould furnilh the fumm of .money 
required, leave us no room to doubt that they intend, in conjunBion with the 

czarinna, 
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czarinna, to make an attempt upon us next fpring. And I am convinced, that Period ill. 
the modeft ftile in which the queen of Spain talkt laft to Mr. Stanhope upon * 7 2Qt ° 1 7 2 7 - 
Gibraltar, was intended only to amufe us, and to avoid coming to a rupture 172J. 
immediately. 

As to the court of Vienna, we may certainly conclude they have their fhare 
in this project, fince Spain is fo evidently engaged in it; the queen having 
done nothing for fome time, but by their direttions. It is not, however, from 
this general way of reafoning only, that I am convinced the emperor is con¬ 
cerned in it. For I have been for fome months thoroughly perfwaded that 
Spain and the court of Vienna, when they concluded the late treaty, entered 
into a ftrong engagement in favour of the pretender, by a fecret article. I 
acquainted your grace fome time ago with this intelligence, which I had from 
fo good hands, that I no more doubt the truth of it, than if I had actually feen 
the article. 

Your grace will communicate what I now write to you, to my brother 
Walpole, and to him alone. We have fix months before us to take all pro¬ 
per meafures for defeating the wicked intentions of our ennemies, but it is of 
the laft importance, that this difcovery fhould, if poffible, be kept an abfolute 
fecret. His majefty muft endeavour, while he is in thefe parts, to gain Sweden; 
if we can fecure that kingdom to our intereft, and the Dutch, and the land¬ 
grave accede to our treaty, we may, in my opinion, laugh at all thefe defigns. 

The only thing, that will be neceffary for your grace to do at this junfture, 
will be to fend particular orders to general Wade, that the ftrifteft fearch be 
made in the highlands, and in the ifland of Lewis for the arms that the Mus¬ 
covite fhips are fuppofed to have left there. You will likewife prefs him to 
fett all hands at work to get the barrack of Killiwemen and that of Invernefs 
in a good pofture of defenfe. Your grace will take care to do this without 
difcovering to the general the particular reafons, that move his majefty to de¬ 
fire that thefe works may be finilht with all expedition. 

His majefty has further commanded me to acquaint your grace, that, fince 
this difcovery, he is more inclinable to come into what was propoled by fome 
of the lords of the council in relation to the fending three or four lhips more 
to ftrengthen the fquadron commanded by captain Scott in the Weft Indies; 
being fenfible that it will he no great expence to the public, and at the fame 
time that it will be a great check to the Spaniards. If your grace aid my 
brother Walpole are of the fame opinion, his majefty would have you acquaint 

3 Q a ray 
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Period III. my lord Berkeley, that the king has altered his fentiments upon that head, 
1720to 1727 . an( j ^at three or four fhips gott ready as foon as poffible, and 

1725. fent to the Weft Indies. Thefe fhips may, before they proceed upon that 
voyage, be made ufe of towards feizing the two fhips mentioned to have been 
at Peterfburg, when thefe letters were wrote; if we can gett notice of them 
as they pafs the found, for I fancy they are not yet out of the Baltick. Your 
grace fees they are the czarinna’s fhips, fhe lends them, and it is probable, by 
the accounts given of them, that they are men of war. We may perhaps meet 
with them upon our coaft, or upon that of Scotland, but it will be, in my opi¬ 
nion, to little purpofe to fend any fhips out to cruife for them, till we have had 
fome previous notice of them; fuch a ftep would alarm, and would not be at¬ 
tended with any fuccefs or advantage. I am. See. 

Intercepted letterfromfr Henry Stirling, agent of the pretender, at Peterjburgk, 
Juperfcribed to mejjienn Butler and Kelly, merchants, at 'Madrid.—Enclofei 
in the preceding difpatch. 

SIR, St. Peterfbourg, July 25, 1725. 

J’VE the favour of your’s of the 23d of May, inclofed by our friend in Paris, 
with an account of his receiving the contents of my bill of the 28th of 
April, which gave me pleafure. I hope the remainder will be as carefully an- 
fwered: when required, you lhall be furnifhed with moft part, if not all the 
goods required before the latter end of the feafon. I hope the three firft 
fhips and goods are arrived without damage; there is one more ready to fail, 
and two preparing, which will be clear before the end of this month. I have 
already allured you of the unalterable good wilhes of this faftory, who are as 
defirous to contribute to eftablilh your trade as may be. I cannot but repeat, 
that you mult not negleft the leaft time to fet all your engines, at work, and 
anfwer the next feafon. It is required, that a proper perfon be immediately 
fent to Stockholm, who will meet a fure friend of our’s there, fent by this fac¬ 
tory, who will facilitate the accompliIhment of the needful; as foon as I have 
an account of his being on the wayj I’ll meet him.' There mull be one hundred 
and twenty thoufand pounds fterling at leaft, ready to be anfwered where re¬ 
quired, to do matters effe&ually, belides the price of the prefent goods re¬ 
quired. This I think proper to hint, for one of our faCtors from there, fig” 
nify’d fuch to me; and it’s proper, whoever you fend, be advifed on this point, 

William 
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William Heas goes away from this for Stockholm immediately, to view the Period in. 
goods there, which are in good order, as I am told. Matters are carryed on f 1 7 20t0 ^ 7 2 7 « 
here with all imaginable difcretion, but the guilty confcience of our ill withers, 1725. 
gives .us juft reafon to apprehend dangers, yet as they have no provocation to 
lay any ftrefs upon, I hope our goods may pafs free from any treacherous 
defigns. 

Prince Dolgoruky and prince Kourakin have inftrufdions to clofe with fuch 
as you appoint to treat with them. Our friend Thomas Gordon inclofed my 
letter of the 4th of laft month, to be forwarded by his friend in Bourdeaux: 
nothing elfe befides the aforefaid, feems neceffary at prefent to be inferted. The 
bearer can acquaint you withfome remarks; he has anfwer’d the chara&er you 
writ of him, and would be accordingly provided for here, but the defire he has 
to be near your favours, makes him refufe the offers made, for which reafon I 
think he deferves the greateft efteem. I conclude with my beft refpe&s to 
you and yours. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Propofes to fend a fpy to Peterjhurgh , under the appearance of a jacoiite .— 

Objeffs to the intercepting Ruffian Jhips under the bare fufpicion of carrying 
arms. — Deprecates- a war, which nothing can jwftify but the dread oj an in- 
yoafion in fupport of the pretender. 

MY LORD, O(Sober 2—13, 17a5• 

YOUR lordfhip’s letter to the duke of Newcaftle of the 14th inftant N. S. Hardwicke 
came to us laft night, and I agree with you fo intirely in your reafonings Papers * 
about the intercepted letter from Peterfburgh, that I had refolved to give you Copy. 
my thoughts upon the fubjeft, and in the fame way of thinking before we re¬ 
ceived your’s. This difcovery is of the laft importance, and I think, if this 
channel of intelligence is loft, nothing fhould be fpared to fecure fome other 
method of being informed of what is doing. 

You obferve, that part of their fecurity is, that we have nobody at Peterf¬ 
burgh, and as we have fix months before us, if we could fettle an intelligence, 
we may certainly prevent the mifchiefs that are intended. The Ruffian fac¬ 
tory, I underftand, are all jacobites, and upon that principle, were fo eafily 
induced to join in the clamour againft captain Dean, but we may from thence 
infer, that they are, or fome of them to a degree informed of what is doing. 

May 
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Period III. May I try fir Nathaniel Gould (governor of that company) with all poffible cau- 
y 20t0 i^ 2 ? , .ti°n 1 whether he can procure any intelligence from thence, or whether any 
1725. body could be fent as upon the companies affairs, who might take die charac¬ 
ter of a jacobite, and endeavour to dive into the fecret. Something at ieaft, I 
think, fhould be attempted. 

I was very clear in my opinion, not to order any fhips to he fitted out and 
fent to the Weft Indies. The feafon of the year, when all the trade in thofe 
parts is expe&ed to come home, the time for making any reprifals upon Spain 
in thefe feas, being fo far off as May, when the flota or galleons are fooneft 
expe&ed, and the irapoffibility of preventing the alarm, and giving lord Berk¬ 
ley a fuppofition that there is fotne fecret concealed from him, convinced me, 
not to give any orders liable to thofe obje&ions, which I think at the fame 
time can be of no fervice, and we fhould rather keep our naval force at home, 
than fend it abroad. I take it for granted, that by this time fome more of the 
lhips may be come away from Ruffia; and if they fhould be intercepted, without 
farther evidence or fatisfaftion to the world, I am afraid to feize or flop Ruf¬ 
fian fhips trading to Spain, or failing under that pretence, with all their proper 
documents to that purpofe, would be fuch an a£l of hoftility, as would make 
us deem’d the aggreffors, in cafe of a rupture, and that is one thing, I thinly 
we fhould avoid. And if we are to be engaged in a war, which I mojl hear¬ 
tily deprecate, 'tis to be wijhed that this nation may think, an invajion by a fo¬ 
reign power, or an evident dejign of fuch an invafion, the fupport of the pre¬ 
tender, and the caufe of the protejlant fucceffon, are the chief and principal mo¬ 
tives that obliged us to part with that peace and tranquillity, and the happy con¬ 
ferences thereof, which we now enjoy. 

I begin now to think with his majefty’s leave, to go into Norfolk, which I 
hope I may be permitted to do about the 20th of this month; it would be of 
fome fervice to know by that time, when we may expeft the happinefs of feeing 
his majefty here, and about what time ’tis propofed that the parliament 
fhall fet. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Thirty or forty fhips of the line will be ready next fpring.—Is convinced that an 

invajion is defgned. 


Kit 
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MY LORD",. London, O&ober is— 41, 1745. Period III. 

‘’’JpHE duke of Newcaftle and I dined yefterday with lord Berkley, where we | 7 2Qt01 7 2 7 « 
communicated to hint the contents of the laft intelligence, and difcourfed 1725. 
fully upon the fubjeft. The refult was to give orders to the commiffioners of Hardwicke 
vifiualling to contraft for and provide vi&uals for 10,000 feamen, which will Papers, 
be declared in council on Thurfday to be the number of men for fea fervice for Copy* 
the year 1726,. and as the orders for victualling have been for the fame number 
of men for feveral late years,, and the quantity of victuals reduced only by 
private intimations, this may and fhall be done without giving any alarm,, 

©r notice taken,, and when this quantity is provided, it will be very ealy at 
any time betwixt this and the latter end of January, to make up the compli¬ 
ment for 2 or 3000 men more, if neceffity lhall require. 

I have procured; a lift of all the navy, with fuch Ihips mark’d as are ready 
or may very foon be ready to put to fea, and it may certainly be depended; 
upon,, that 30 or 40. Ihips of the line of battle may be eafily got ready to put 
to fea in March or April next, without giving any new orders before Chrift— 
mas, and lord Berkley was very explicitly of this opinion,, fo that there is no 
eccafion tcrgiye any orders now, or for his majefty to determine at prefenl,, 
for what fervice, or in what feas the fleet {hall ferve, in which there will be 
many inconveniences. For as I fear there will be no difficulty in fitting out'a 
fleet, but in procuring men, this difficulty will increafe, if ’tis known that? the 
fleet is defigned for the Baltick, fo great an averfion have all the Tailors-for 
that fervice. There will be likewife time to confider in what other parts any 
other part of the fleet may be moft ufefully employed, according to intelli¬ 
gences and circumftances of time and things. 

I muft confefs the apprehenfions of fome defign next fpring, obtain fo much; 
with me, that I think it deferves the greateft attention, and we cannot be too 
watchful to trace and difcover all that can poffibly be known. The defign at 
prefent appears to me in this light: the difficulty, that Spain is under to fur- 
nifh fhips or to equip them, has made it neceffary for Ruffia to fupply the - 
{hips,, and at the fame time to fend with them fuch quantities of naval ftores,, 
as may be fufficient to equip fuch fhips as may be had in Spain. For I do not 
apprehend that the three Ruffian fhips that touched in Scotland, did land,, or 
defigned to land any arms or warlike ftores in Scotland. 

The movements and difpofition that had lately been made in the Ruffian 
fleet, by fending fo many fhips to Revel,.has the appearance of a fleet’s being, 

defigned- 
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Period III. defigned to come early from thence, and to fall at the fame time with the ettt— 
1 720101727 , jjarkation defign’d from Spain, one probably for Scotland, the other for the 
1725. weft of England; and if the emperor engages in the defign, the land forces, 
that muft have the greateft fhare in the execution of this proje&, muft be had 
for Flanders, by way of Oftend, and thefe are the events which it feems to me, 
are chiefly to be guarded againft; and if any thing, like this, is the fcheme, 
.the conclufion feems very plain, that a fufficient fleet, lent early enough to the 
Haitick, and another to be employed in our own feas, as occurrences fhall di¬ 
rect, and to guard our own coaft, may probably defeat the projefiL But if in 
the mean time, any meafures could poffibly be fallen upon, that might divert 
the attempt, that is of all things to be molt wifhed for and defired. 


« Afterwards XORD CARTERET TO RICHARD EDGECUMBE. * 

lord. Edge- 

<umbe. Makes overtures of friendfhip to fir Robert Walpole»—And offers his bejl fer ~ 

vices to forward that end. 

SIR, Dublin Cattle, September 29, 1725* 

Hardwicke J Return you ray moil flncere thanks for your letters of the 21ft and 23d 
r Papers. inftant, in which you give me fo good an account of your proceedings in 
A#* the affair with relation to your friend, which I recommended to you, and 
•which I have extremely at heart. If I was not fully bent upon cementing 
that friendfhip, I would never have applied to you about it.; I know your juft 
and tender attachment to the perfbn concerned; I know your penetration 
likewife, fo as not to venture to impofe upon you, if fuch a thought had been 
in my heart; but I trailed to that relation of blood which fubfifts between us, 
and to that uninterrupted civility and acquaintance, that has been between us 
ever fince we appeared in the world; and that you would be glad to facilitate 
any coming into that friendfhip, which you yourfelf are fo happily engaged in. 
It was upon this foundation, that I applied to you, and I will give any tokens 
of fincerity that you fhall require, and think proper for me to do. I find you 
mention— the.only meafures that can create a confidence, &c. If I knew fpe- 
cifically what they are, I would anfwer with the utmoft franknefs, being re- 
folved not to let this opportunity flip, upon which I muft regulate my future 
conduft. If that friendfhip can be obtained, I fhall think mylelf happy, and 
be for ever faithfull to it; if npt, you will bear me witnefs, that I endeavoured 
it. As I .know it will be agreeable to you to do good to us both, fo I delire 

you 
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you will continue to cultivate the difpofition in.your friend, that you mention; Period III. 
and I will, on my part, do what you {hall think becomes me to convince him i 1 7 20t ° 1 7 2 7 « 
of the truth and fmcerity of my intentions to eftabliffi a lading amity between 1725. 
us. I hope to hear from you again. 

Our matters here, as to the parliament, go on very well, but as that body is 
always to be watched, and never to be anfwered for, I can only fay, that I have 
no reafon as yet to apprehend any difturbance. The date of Prat’s account, 
will be clofed before the commiflioners, fo as they may report upon it on Sa¬ 
turday next; and people here grow much cooler, lince it is probable, as Gar¬ 
diner told me to day, that the deficiency upon Prat’s account, will not exceed 
35,000 l. to which his edate and fecurity having been applied, hardly any thing, 
will remain deficient. I {hall ufe my bed endeavours to quiet all noife and 
clamour, and I think I {hall fucceed, for the king’s fervice, and the future 
quiet of this country Prat’s account will be brought down to the day of his 
difniiilion; and he has a notion, that his friends, when the public bufinefs in 
the parliament is over, may have weight enough to get 10,000 l. remitted to 
him. I think this very chymerical. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO. LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Enclofes the preceding letter to Mr. Edgecumbe.—Carteret males overtures of 
friendfiip and union, which he judges it prudent to accept. 

MY LORD, Oaober la—ii, 1725* 

J Am now to give your lordfhip an account of a tranfa&ion, which being 
carried fo far, I thought neceffary to acquaint you with it, and hope, con- 
fidering all things, you will think I have done right. Upon Mr. Edgecumb’s Private. 
return from Ireland, he came commiflioned from lord Carteret to make me 
the mod ample tender and offer of fervices, that words could exprefs, and 
recommended it mod earnedly to him as a common friend to do all the good 
offices he podibly could, to procure a good underdanding and reconciliation 
betwixt us, upon fuch a durances of fincerity as nothing can exceed. And 
altho’ in the report of two different and very long converfations upon this 
fubjeft, I did not obferve many things new, but rather a repetition of what his 
lordfhip had frequently faid to all of us upon the like occafion, the manner 
in which he broke this to Mr. Edgecumbe, the earnednefs with which he 
' preffcd him to undertake it, and his beginning thus by a third perfon, a formal 


Hardwicke 

Papers. 


Copy. 
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Period III. negociation, to which I was under the neceffity to give fome anfwer, prevailed 
1720101727 . me £ ar t0 rece iv e and entertain his propofal, as to fend him a civil but v 
«7 2 S* very general anfwer, which I did not then know tut might end there. But the 
laftpoft brought a letter from his lordfhip to Mr. Edgecumbe of which I fend 
your lordfhip a copy inclofed. By that you’l fee and judge how much he is 
in earned:, or how defirous at lead: he would be thought to come to terms and 
temper with us. 

Upon this, I was of opinion, that I fhould encourage him to hope for our 
friendfliip; and as you will fee by the words he has mark’d in his letter to 
Mr. Edgecumbe, what my firft anfwer was to him, I now explained that, that 
upon condition he would enter cordially and fincerely into the king’s meafures 
in conjunction with us at prefent in the adminifiration, and without any re- 
ferves, I’ was ready to agree with him, and as he knew with whom I was fo far 
engaged as to do nothing but in concert, this mud: be underftood to extend 
equally to thofe with whom I was engaged; and that to render this reconcilia¬ 
tion more perfect, I would by the firft opportunity acquaint your lordfhip 
with it, and did not doubt of your *$pncurrence upon the fame conditions. 
By this means, my lord, we fhall hinder him from entring into any engage- 
' ments with Roxborough, Pulteney, ,&c. we fhall have the ufe of him and bis 
affiftance in the houfe of lords next winter, where his behaviour may make 
him fo defperate with them, that he may have no refcource. I fay nothing of 
his fincerity, fo as to anfwer for it; but we know him enough to watch him, 
and be upon our guard. I think the ftroke of Roxborough has frightened 
him into this temper, from which he fees we could do, what he thought we 
could not; and if we keep him and Berkley, who both reafon and talk alike 
from the lad: meafure, I think we have all that are worth having of that clan. 
You’l let me know what you think of this tranfaftion, 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Intrigues of Spain and the emperor in favour of the pretender . 

MY LORD, . Gohrde, November 4—15, 17 * 5 * 

Walpole I Send your grace by this meffenger, a copy of Mr. Poyntz’s difpatch, and of 
Papers. the advices fent by Cederhielm from Peterfbourgh to Stockholm. Your 
Private, grade will fee one article among thofe advices which confirms, in the ftrongeft 
T manner. 
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manner, the defign mentioned in the letters intercepted from Peterfburg, and Period III. 
all our fufpicions in relation to the intrigues of the courts of Vienna and Ma- *^ 2 ° t0 ^ 7 2 J ' 
drid in favour of the pretender. Your grace will likewife find a very extra- 1725. 
ordinary article in the circular from Madrid, which I received yefterday, re¬ 
lating to the three Mufcovite Chips at Cadiz. Their fending them now to 
Ireland can be in no other view, than preparatory to the Spaniards beginning 
their attack upon us in favour of the pretender early next fpring. His ma- 
jefty thipks that no time fliould be loft in fending proper orders privately to 
lord Carteret to take the moil effeflual care, that thofe Clips upon their firft 
arrival in any ports of that kingdom, be feized and fearcht with the utmoft 
exaftnefs and rigour; and that the officers employed do take care to fecure all 
the fmall arms they ffiall find aboard, and likewife all papers that do not ap¬ 
pear to relate to trade; and to prevent as much as poffible thofe on board 
having any correfpondence with the people of that country. 

The fiiips being {hips of force, and our not knowing to what port they are 
defigned, will make the execution of the orders to be fent difficult, and their 
fuccefs precarious. Your grace will therefore confult lord chancelor, lord 
Berkley, and fuch others of the regents as you ffiall think proper in this affair, 
and take care that without lofs of time, fuch orders be fent to the lord lieute¬ 
nant in particular, and fuch direQions in general given, as ffiall appear to them 
proper for the feizing and fearching the abovementidned ffiips, and fecuring 
all the fmall arms that ffiall be found on board them; as likewife all papers 
that may be of any confequence to his majefty and his government. 

If any other pretence could be found for giving thefe orders, fo that the 
true reafon might yet be kept fecret, it would be of infinite advantage. How¬ 
ever, if that cannot be done, your grace and the other lords will fee the im¬ 
portance of having the orders themfelves kept a fecret, and every thing re¬ 
lating to them tranfa&ed with all the privacy the nature of the thing itfelf, and 
the good and fuccefs of the fervice will allow of. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Imputes the lad jlaie of affairs in Ireland to the Brodricks.—Makes a few ol - 
fervations on the draught of the king’s fpeech.—Stocks offered by rumours of 
, war.—Recommends caution. — Oppoftion . 

MX 
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Period III. 
1720 to 1727, 

mJ 

1725 . 

Walpole 

Papers. 

Copy. 


MY DEAR LORD, London, Nov. 29—Dec. 10, 1725. 

J Believe your lordfhip is not at a lofs to account for my long filence, being 

ii form’d that I have been in Norfolk, where the finenefs of the feafon de¬ 
tained me a week longer than I propofed, but I have now taken my leave of 
all rural diverfions for this winter. 

Your lordlhip’s letter, with a draft of the king’s fpeech, came to us yefler- 
day. I will certainly confider it in the bell manner I am able, and be ready 
to give you my poor thoughts upon it by letter, or upon your arrival. But 
it is neceffary that I fhould fugged to your lordfhip, that if the parliament is to 
be opened: in that manner, and the meafures are to be put in execution, which 
feem refolved by the tenure of your lordlhip’s feveral difpatches tranf- 
mitted to the duke of Newcaftle, which I have perufed fince my return from 
the country, it will be advifeable, if his majefty can order his alfairs accord¬ 
ingly, that the parliament fliould fet about the middle of January. For the 
opening of the parliament in that manner, will immediately affeCt the credit in 
fome degree, which in fuch cafes being always worfe at firft, than after a little 
time and confideration, may probably make it neceffary for me a little to vary 
my fchemes of the fupply, and not venture upon the ftrength of credit, which 
I have hitherto depended upon. 

This leads me to tell you, that the rumors of war begin now to obtain pretty 
much, and have their effects upon the flocks, which, as ’tis unavoidable, we 
,mufl expe£t and provide accordingly, but at the fame time, not to take any 
Heps which are not immediately neceffary, and which in point of time, will be 
as effectual to all intents and purpofes. I fpeak this in regard to fitting out 
fhips, and manning fquadrons, for ’tis mofl certain, that in three mont: s, all 
that can poffibly be wanted, may as certainly be got ready as in twelve months; 
and one or two fuch fquadrons as are talk’d of, may certainly be had and got 
ready in all particulars, except feamen, which will at all times be an unequal 
difficulty, as well, altho’ delayed till the beginning of the next year, as if orders 
were immediately given. 

It is fit you fhould likewife be acquainted, that the .Pultney’s build great 
hopes upon the difficulty's they promife themfelves will arife from the foreign 
affairs, and efpecially from the Hanover treaty. I had a curiofity to open 
fome of their letters, and find them full of this language. The lafl foreign 
mail brought a letter from count Staremberg to William Pulteney, giving, him 
great expectations of the materials he fhould furaifh him with, when it might 

be 
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be done with fafety, and very ftrong in general terms upon what is tranfaXing Period III. 
with you. Wife. Daniel fills all his inland correfpondence with reflexions 0 f i 7 20toI 7 2 7 « 
the fame kind, and gives all their fools great hopes of doing wonders: their 1725. 

two only topicks are the civil lift and the Hanover treaty j but I cannot learn, 
they have gained a man but righteous fir Jofeph.* I am, with great truth and * Jekyll,* 
affeXion. 

If great care be not taken,, the vacancy of the fee at Chefter will make an 
irreparable breach betwixt our two governing prelates, of York and London. 

The firft in the ftrongeft terms efpoufing Dr. Gilbert, the other moft deter¬ 
mined againft him. 

Lord Town/hend’s jketch of a fpeech for the enfuing fejfion. 

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 

’’J'HOUGH the ftate of my dominions abroad, made it neceffary for me to 
pafs fome months in thofe parts, yet I hope you will find, that I have 
not been !efs attentive to every thing that may tend towards fupporting the 
honour and intereft, and fecuring the peace and tranquillity of my kingdom. 

The diftre.fs’d condition to which fome of our proteftant brethren abroad 
are reduced, the engagements entered into by fome powers, which it is juftly 
to be feared, may deprive my fubjeXs of very confiderable branches of their 
trade, in prejudice of the rights and privileges long fince acquired to them by 
the moft folemn treatys, made me think it a duty incumbent upon me, to lofe 
no time in concerting proper meafures with fome neighbouring powers; and I 
have accordingly made a defenfive alliance, which I hope will, with-your fup- 
port and.aff.ftance, be an effeXual fecurity againft the encroachments that are 
daily made upon our trade. 

I have already given the neceffary orders for laying this treaty before you, 
and I doubt not but that I fhall foon be able to acquaint you, that more powers 
have acceeded to it. 

I have reafon to believe, that the pretender (who is ever ready to facrifice 
to his own views all the moft valuable interefts of this kingdom] is ufing his 
endeavours, and not without fome profpeX of fuccefs, to obtain the affiftance 
of fome of thofe very powers who have enter’d into engagements fo prejudicial 
to the trade of this nation. 

It is the fartheft from my intentions to put my fubjeXs to an expence, by 
taking any unneceffary precautions. I have an entire xonfidence in the af- 

feXiore 
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Period III. fection of my people, and in the fidelity and bravery of my army. I rnuft, 
1720to 1727 . j lowever> recommend it to you, to enable me to have a firong fleet at fea early 
1725. next fpring, which you muft all be fenfible, may not only be necelfary to¬ 
wards preventing or defeating any attempts from abroad, but will give me a 
proper flrength and weight in all foreign negociations. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Inculcates the necejfty of -vigorous meafures in order to reduce the emperor to 

reafon. 

DEAR BROTHER, Hanover, December 7—.18, 1725, 

'Walpole J Have received the favour of your’s of the 29th November, and am glad to 
t ^ a P ers> find you have had fo much good weather, fo fine a feafon, and fo much 
diverfion in Norfolk. 

I was perfectly aware of the objeftions that would occur to you upon the 
rough {ketch I fent you of what I thought proper for his majelty to fay at the 
opening of the parliament; it may be foftened as to fome expreffions, but I am 
perfuaded I Ihall be able, when we meet, to convince you that nothing can 
prevent a war, in the prelent Hate of things, but vigorous refolutions on the 
part of our parliament, which cannot be, unlefs occafion is given from what 
the king Ihall fay to them from the throne. 

The emperor’s views at this junQure are as extenfxve and as dangerous to 
Europe in general, and to -our country in particular, as ever thofe of Lewis 
the 14th were;, and if we do not in time fhew the world that we are deter¬ 
min’d to oppofe him, if he does not depart from them and grow reafon'able, 
and refolve to live with his old friends as formerly, we {hall be involved in 
difficulties and expences, and perhaps in engagements which may carry us too 
far. A war will be inevitable, and we left alone with France to bear the weight 
of it, according to fuch proportions as the French {hall think fit to impofe 
upon us: whereas fhewing a fpirit now will fecure us friends, prevent Portu¬ 
gal and other powers from joining with the emperor and Spain, and confe-. 
.quently convince the imperial court of the folly and madnefs of their fcheme, 
And bring them once more to their right fenfes. 

As to the Pulteneys, with regard to our treaty, I think we need not be 
much afraid of .them; -they will not be able to reafon better againft it, than 

thofe 
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thofe do from whom* they have their inftru Elions, and you fee all they can Period III. 
fay in the two memorialls given- in at the Hague by the imperial minifter ? 7got °J 72 j ' 
there. 1725. 

The affairs in Ireland are in a very bad way, but I fhall not trouble you 
with my fentiments upon them till we meet. I intend to leave this place on 
Friday next, in order to pafs four or five days at the Hague, before the king 
getts to Helvoetfluys. His majefly has not yet fixed the day he intends to 
fett out from this place, but I believe it will be the 28th or 29th inftant, N. S. 

I am, with the greateft truth and affeEtion, &c. 


THOMAS BRODRICK TO LORD MIDLETON. 

Oppofes Daniel Pulteney’s motion for appointing a committee to examine the pub¬ 
lic accounts from 1714. 

(Feb. 10, 1725-6.) YESTERDAY came your’s of the 26th of laft Midleto® 
month. I think itt very plaine that whatpaffed the firfl day of our meeting by P a P er5 » 
the claime layd in of examining minutely into the feveral eftimates had its 
very full effeEl: for uppon delivery of them, wee were told that the calcula¬ 
tions were made as low as poffible, and foe itt proved, for I really think a 
thoufand pounds could nott upon the whole with colour of reafon have been 
excepted againft, foe that by common confent, they were allowed, foe 
triviall a fumme nott being worth contending. A very long debate 
happened yefterday uppon a motion of Mr. D. Pultnyes (which you’l fee 
in the votes) for appointing a committee to examine the publique accounts 
from the year 1714, to which a negative was given by a majority of a great 
many above a hundred. I was with the majority, though fome of my beft friends 
(from whom I feldom differ, divided for the queftion) becaufe I thought itt 
extremely ill timed, though the thing in ittfelfe (generally fpeaking) is highly 
reafonable; taking itt in either viewe, was what I formed my judgment uppon, 
fuppofing noe debt fhould have been incurred in that time, which could pofli- 
bly have been avoided, the enquiry was of noe ufe. Taking itt in another 
viewe (which I beleive would h.ave been the cafe) I thought itt very improper 

4 * # 

m Alluding to the emperor and his minifters, with whom the Pulteneys kept up a conftant 
correfpondence. 
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Period III. to fhew the world our nakednefs. People abroad would naturally conclude us 
1720 toi 727 . ver y -wilHxig to ruffle the government whenever wee had opertunity for foe 
1725. doing, and might from fuch a notion bee induced to goe into a war, which they 
would nott have adventured, uppon any other confideration. Creditt has for 
feme time paflt been in a finking condition, and in my opinion would have grown 
worfe ; -lett people think w 7 hat they will, this is our main fupport, take that 
away, our cafe will bee bad. I fuppofe i'fhail be fayd to bee turned courtier, 
butt I defpife every fuggeftion of that kind. I never was for a minority, be- 
caufe they are foe, nor will I bee again ft them as fuch, which to deale plainly, 
was in my opinion, the foundation of this matter. I contented myfelfe with 
giving my vote, without fpeaking in the debate: the torys were generally with 
the minority, fome few, butt nott many whigs. You may perhaps bee fur- 
prized by our votes, which you have and will fee, whereby it will appeare wee_ 
raife above three millions, till you underftand the matter, for above one third 
of itt is onely turning as much which wee owe into another fiiape, and this al¬ 
teration is apparently a great faving to the nation: ’twere too long to enter into 
the detaileof itt, butt alfure yourfelf ’tis foe. 

I am told by an eminent merchant, whofe correfpondence is great, and 
very good, that they are of opinion, that there is noe likelyhood of the empire 
or Spaine going into a war this yeare, whatever they may doe hereafter, for 
which they give this good reafon, that they are in noe meafure prepared for itt. 

I am fully perfwaded we flhall nott bee the aggrelfors; for ’tis very plaine, that 
whatever our houfe fayes, wee are nott inclinable to itt, and I thinke ’twill bee 
in noe bodyes power to reconcile a majority to itt. Whenever it happens, I am 
confident Portugal will not bee partyes; they will find great advantages by a neu¬ 
trality, and are not over fond of rendering Spaine more confiderable then itt is. 
The Dutch had long under confideration the fame point, wherein their loft 
trade turned the ballance. The attorney general told mee, that there laft Irifli 
bills were to bee reported this day. I thinke we are winding up our bottoms 
as faft we can. 

Since writing, I have been in company with a very knowing and cpnfider- 
able tory (but a Hanoverian) who defired mee to explaine the motion, which 
I did, and told him what induced mee to vote as I did. His anfwer was, this 
is a very- ticklifh time, I thinke you judged the matter perfeQly right, for itt 
could now be of noe ufe, butt might be attended with fatall confequences, 
efpecially for that the commencement of the enquiry was to bee from the 

king’s 
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lung’s acceffion to the crowne. This was in my mind daring the debate, and Period III. 
if I had fpoake, I fhould have mentioned itt, butt confidering how apparent i I 7 2m °- I " 2 7 * 
it was what might be the fuccefle of the queftion, I was unwilling to fay any 1725, 
thing of this kind, confidering that fome whoe had argued for the queftion, are 
I am very fure, as heartily in his majefty’s intereft as any fubjefil hee has. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO BISHOP FREJUS.* * Afterwards 

Cardinal 

Congratulates him on his elevation to the office of firfl minifier. Fleury. 

- MONSIEUR, a Londres ce 8—19, de Juin, 1726. 

TE ne doute pas que la juftice que fa majefte tres chretienne vient de rendre a Walpole 
votre excellence en fe repofant fur elle du foin de fes affaires, ne foit applau- Fa P ers * 
die de tous ceux qui font zelez pour le bien public, et pour la gloire de la Franee, Cojy. 
et je vous fupplie de croire, que e’eft avec un plaifir extreme, que je prens 
cette premiere occafion pour vous en faire mes complimens tres finceres. 

Mais l’eftime particuliere que j’ay pour votre perfonne, et la haute idee, 
que j’ay concue de votre merite ne tirent pas leur origine d’un evenement de 
(i fraiche date: il y a long terns, monfieur, que je fpay avec combien de zele, 
et d’application vous travaillez pour la tranquilite de 1’Europe, et pour la 
gloire, et l’union des deux couronnes, qui, dans cette conjuncture delicatte, 
en eft le plus ferme et folide foutien; et la grande marque de confiance dont 
fa majeftS tres chretienne vient de vous honorer, m’affure que la reuffite en 
fera gloireufe, et que le fucces de vos foins repondra a leur afliduite. 

J’ofe vous affurer, monfieur, que le roy mon maitre prend beaucoup de part 
a votre avancement, et fa majefte fe promet d’un miniftre auffi droit et eclaire 
que votre excellence la continuation et meme l’accroiffance, s’il eft pofiible, 
de cette bonne intelligence qui regne fi heureufement entre les deux couron¬ 
nes, laquelle feule, peut etre, pourra tenir en refpeCt des puiflances, qui veillent 
avec une attention tres vive, pour profiter de notre difunion. J’ofe pro- 
mettre que rien ne manquera de la part de fa majefte pour refferrer les Noeuds 
de cette amitie encore plus etroitement. 

Voila des fentimens, monfieur, que je croy avoir en commun avec toute 
1 ’Europe fur cette occafion, mais l’amitie et la bienveillance dont vous ho- 
norez mon frere me mettent en droit de m’interreffer encore plus particuliere- 
ment, et plus fenfiblement en tout ce qui vous regarde, et je prie votre ex- 
vox. n. part ii. 3 s cellence 
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Period III. cellence d’etre perfuadee, que nous tacherons, l’un et l’autre de nous en ren- 
»72Qtoi7 2 7 *cl re dignes par une affe&ion plein de reconnoiffance et d’un attachement tres 
1726 . fincere. 


1726. 


INTERCEPTED LETTERS FROM SEVERAL FOREIGN MI¬ 
NISTERS, WHICH PROVE THAT THE KING’S GERMAN 
MINISTERS WERE CABALLING WITH THE EMPEROR 
AND THE OPPOSITION AGAINST THE TREATY OF 
HANOVER. 


COUNT PALM TO THE EMPEROR. 

Bothmar difapproves the treaty of Hanover.—The king averfe to the Enflijh 

minijlers. 

Walpole (London, April 23, 1726.) IT is the general opinion here, that the mi- 
* >a P ers * niftry has put itfelf into a neceflity to effe£t the recalling of the patent of the 
Official trmf- Oftend company, or its being transferred to fome other place, or elfe to re- 
latien. f 0 i ve upon a rupture, becaufe they have too much obliged and engaged them- 
felves to the parliament. Count Bothmar himfelf, who continues ftill to be 
for a good underftanding between the king and your imperial majefiy, laments 
the violent proceedings. He believes that in cafe it had been poffible to pre¬ 
vail with your imperial majefiy to come to fome temperament upon the affair 
of the commerce of Oftend, before the parliament had taken cognifance of it, 
it .would have never gone fo far, and poffibly means had been found out for 
accommodating the whole affair; but at prefent, he thinks that it will be dif¬ 
ficult to compofe this matter. 

The king himfelf does in my humble opinion not much like (or is much 
difheartened’ with) the conduft of his Englifh miniftry, but he is got into their 
hands in fuch a manner, that he is obliged to conform in every thing to their 
will, and it would perhaps pleafe the king, if by a natural confequence of 
evepts he could get rid of that fubjeftion. 


fCSOm 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


490 


POZOBUENO* TO RIPPERDA. 

Emharrajfments and alarms of the king of England lejl his German dominions 
Jhould be attacked.—The Hanoverian party averfe to the treaty of Hanover. 
—Encourage thefe alarms. 


Period Ilf. 
1720 to 17 27. 

' - „ - > 

I726, 

* Spanifo 
cmbaiTador. 


(London, May 16, 172 6.) THE king of Great Britain fufpeHs more and Orford 
more, that if the king of Pruffia conceives that the treaty concluded at Vienna ^ a P ers ‘ 
between the emperor, Ruffia, and Sweden, will be prejudicial to his interefts, Tranjlath*. 
he will recede from the treaty of Hanover, and on this event, the king’s 
German dominions will be expofed to.invafion fhould a war be occafioned by 
the treaty of Vienna. This reflefiion has confiderably agitated the king’s mind; 
for it is evident, that his wifhes tend to the prefervation and augmentation of 
his deflorate; and his inclination is fo great, that he cannot diffemble it. To 
this inclination may be attributed the refolution which, it is faid, he has taken, 
that at the leaft caufe of fufpicion from the king of Pruffia, he will inftantly 
repair to Hanover, to keep Frederic William to his promifes, and to place 
himfelf at the head of his troops, fhould any invafion from the emperor or the 
czarina render it neceflary. It is feared that the czarina will form an enter- 
prife in favour of her fon-in-law the duke of Holftein, and it is. added, that 
the duke of Mecklenburgh will command the Ruffian troops at their de¬ 
barkation. 

Befides thefe fubjefts of difquiet, the king of England feels no lefs cha¬ 
grin in having loft the confidence of the emperor, whom he fo much loves and 
efteems, confiders the treaty of Vienna as oflenfiye and prejudicial both to 
the fafety of his Hanoverian dominions, and to the Britifh commerce; and if 
his inclination firft leads him to preferve his hereditary dominions, yet his 
intereft obliges him to endeavour to maintain the commerce of England, 
which is his chief wilh, the lofs of which he is convinced would effeflually prove 
the ruin of all. 

The king is no lefs troubled with the fufpicions which he entertains, that the 
emperor is refolving to annul the treaty of Hanover, as oppofite to the confti- 
tution of the Germanic empire. The Hanoverian party here encourage thefe 
fufpicions, and infinuate that an elefloral aflembly will be convened, for the 
purpofe of declaring the treaty unconftitutional and of exhorting the king 
and Frederic William as electors of Hanover and Brandenburgh to retraH it, 

3 s 2 > and 
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Period III. and in cafe of refufal to put them under the ban of the empire. The conE 
1720101727 .^en t i a ! friends of the king fpeak with regret of this convocation of the eleftor 
1726. affembly, which is threatened to be called in the month of July; and a hii 
thrown out by the emprefs in a letter to the duchefs of Kendal, that it appea 
from the treaty of Hanover, as if the king had no longer occafion for the eir 
peror’s friendfhip, has tended to confirm the king in this opinion, that he hi 
loft the emperor’s confidence. 

POZOBUENO TO RIPFERDA. 

Or ford (London, May 23, 1726.) THE account I tranfmitted to your exce 

Papers, j enC y. j a ^ wee j l G f w hat pafled between the king and the dutchefs of Kenda 
SraxJIation. lord Townfhend and fir Robert Walpole in regard to the letter from the err 
prefs of Germany, has been confirmed to me from another quarter. I all 
know by the fame channel, that Fabrice, chamberlain to the king as ele&o 
his favourite, told the imperial refident that the king was uneafy on account < 
the Situation in which he (lands with the emperor, and he added, that Fabric 
after abufinglord Townlhend as overbearing and violent in his refutations, d< 
dared that he would never fpeak to him in future. The refident attempted l 
appeafe his anger, but in vain, for Fabrice protefted that he feared no on 
becaufe in all he did and faid, he cohfulted only the intereft of his mailer, at 
he requefted the refident to furnifh him according to his promifes with tho 
papers, which prove the ill confequences of the treaty of Hanover in regard 
the emperor and empire, and which give the reafons that induce the empert 
to protect and fupport the Oftend company; and promifed not to omit the fit 
opportunity of laying them before the king in the fame manner as he had dot 
thofe which the refident had before entrufted him with. 

He alfo propofed to the refident an interview with the duchefs of Kend: 
in which interview he might give his reafons, which would be well receive 
and might produce good effefts. For he was well informed that the ducht 
defired peace, from an apprehenfion of being expofed to certain misfortun 
which threaten her; her principal care is to prevent thofe misfortunes fro 
happening unexpectedly. To. obtain that end Ihe would ufe all her effort 
for, if a rupture with the emperor fhould take place, fhe would be preclud 
from carrying her defigns into execution, which is to retire into Germany, ai 
convey away the large fums of money which fhe pofTeffes in England. Fabri 

co 
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concluded that the motive which induces the duchefs of Kendal to lean to Period Iir. 
the opinion of Walpole, to avoid a war, is not, as fhe declares, becaufe it is * 7 * ox ^ 1 7 2 7 * 
the intereft of England, but from felf-intereil. That the mifundefftanding 1726. 
between Townfhend and Walpole daily increafes, and that it was for fome 
concealed purpofe that Walpole lately paid a vifit to Pulteney, his antagonifl 
in parliament ; after having been three times refufed. Fabrice imagines that 
Walpole is fo defirous of getting rid of Townfhend, that he is capable of re¬ 
conciling himfelf with Pulteney, and of placing him in Townfhend’s poll. 

Fabrice infilled that the refident fhould determine on difperfing the pa¬ 
pers which he intended publifhing; he dwelt on the favourable confequences 
which would refult from it, and even went fo far as to hint, that in confequence 
of the mifunderftanding between Walpole and Townfhend, and the publica¬ 
tion of thefe papers, out of 240 members, who now voted for the court, 20a 
would join oppofition in the next parliament. He promifed to inform him 
what the king would propofe to the parliament at the opening of the next fef- 
fions. The conference continued two hours. I have not been able to 
difcover, if the propofed vifit was confented to by the refident, but I will 
make enquiries, that I may inform the king as foon as poffible. It appears 
that this conference was occafioned by the altercation which palled between 
Townfhend and Fabrice laft week. Fabrice in concurrence with feveral 
perfons of diflinftion having endeavoured to prevail on the king not to confirm 
the fentence of death, lately palled on a criminal, but to commute it for fome 
other punifhment; the king confented and declared his inclination to Town¬ 
fhend. But Townfhend oppofed this refolution; and obferved that the cri¬ 
minal did not deferve pardon, becaufe in addition to the offence, for which he 
was condemned, he had committed feveral other crimes. Fabrice fpoke 
warmly in favour of the criminal; and infilled that as it was the king’s incli¬ 
nation he fhould be pardoned. Townfhend broke off the converfation ab¬ 
ruptly by faying, that neither himfelf nor Fabrice could fettle the difpute; 
and he afterwards ftated the fentence to the king as conformable to the laws 
of England, and reprefented fo ftrongly the bad confequences that would re¬ 
fult from the pardon, that the fentence was confirmed. 
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Walpole 

Papers. 

Tranjlatiou. 


FOZOBUENO* TO RIPPERDA. 

The duchefs of Kendal correfponds with the emprefs of Germany.—Mentions 

the mifunderfanding between Townjhend and Walpole. — Palm's cabals with 

Pulteney.—Qaufe of Walpole’s vift to Pulteney. 

(London, May 30, 1726.) A Few days after the departure of the laft poft, 
I happened to meet with the imperial refident, and, without making the 
flighted; inquiry refpefling the conference he had had with M. Fabrice the 
preceding week, he imparted to me all I wrote to you in cypher, and added, 
that, although he had yielded to Fabrice’s propofal of paying a vifit to the 
duchefs of Kendal, he had thought proper to inform him, that he fhould not 
pay it very fpeedily, becaufe the frequent conferences of the Englilh minifters 
and the French embaffador, with the Pruflian minifter, had given him caufe to 
entertain fome fufpicions. Upon which Fabrice had allured him that he might 
make his mind perfectly eafy, for he was well informed there was nothing 
in thefe conferences. * * * * He then proceeded to. communicate to me, that 
he had learned from a fafe, and certain quarter, that the duchefs of Kendal had 
copied afrelh a letter to the emprefs, difilated by the Hanoverian minifter 
(which fhe had previoufly written in prefence of the fame minifter) omitting 
the claufe inferted in the firft letter by the advice of lord Townlhend, 
refpefting the abolition of the Oftend company, and that this letter had 
been lent by a different route, unknown to lord Townlhend. The re¬ 
fident alfo fpoke to me of the divifion fubfilling between Townlhend and 
Robert Walpole, which he defcribed as very great; and attributed to it the 
apprehenfions entertained here, that the Dutch will not accede to the general 
terms of the treaty of Hanover. For though alfuranees were given laft week 
that they would now difpenle with the condition, relating to the Algerines, 
yet England and France, will not, by any means admit of that article, or 
of another, more effeatial; namely, that the Dutch flhall be at liberty to 
go to war, or not, even after the eonclufion of a general accefiion; it is 
confidered as certain, that the republic will not accede to the meafures of the 
two crowns. Thefe arguments are very current here, and have produced a 
great emotion in the public mind; nor is that emotion diminilhed by the in¬ 
formation that Sweden will maintain the treaties of Vienna. For although 
general Diemar, produced here, laft Saturday, a letter from the king of Swe¬ 
den, declaring that his minifter at Vienna had exceeded his inftru£iions, in 
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figning the emperor’s aft of acceffion, and that this ftep could not affeft the period III. 
good underftanding, and treaties with his Britannic majefty; this declaration is I 7 20 t0I ? 2 7 * 
not fufficient to hinder a belief from prevailing, that he will accede to thofe jjz6 , 
treaties: a circumftance which augments the general fufpicion is, the fear 
which is entertained, that the czarina will go from Peterlburgh to Riga, next 
June. For whatever care minifters may take to conceal every unpleafant 
faft, and to keep a guarded filence, even with their greateft intimates, yet the 
nation is apprized that whatever hoftilities arife in the north, they will pay 
dearly for them. They obferve that moll of the fafts difclofed to them re- 
fpefting our treaties with Vienna, are not truly ftated, and that even the treaty 
of Hanover has not produced the effefts they were fo liberally taught to ex- 
peft; they even fhew difpleafure at the facility with which the parliament has 
permitted itfelf to be led by the influence of the minifter. 

The refident alfo told me, that Mr. Pulteney, the oracle of oppofition, 
who is very intimate with him and Staremberg, had given him this information. 

Pulteney alfo took great pains to inform him that he was ufing every exertion 
to publilh a work, before the fitting of parliament, in which he will prove, by 
the cleareft evidence, the mifconduft of the prefent government; taking up 
the fubjeft previous to the taxation of the catholics, and accufing. Robert 
Walpole of mifmanagement of the public money, and official malverfation. 

He will alfo difplay the ftate of the national debt, and the violent temper of 
lord Townfhend, which has reduced the nation to the brink of ruin, and whofe 
manner of aftmg, he fays, feems to fhew a defign formed by him and Wal¬ 
pole, to facrifice this king and raife the pretender to the throne.* Palm fur- # see p. 226, 
ther fays, that Pulteney afterwards treats,, of the reftitution of Port-Mahon 
and Gibraltar to Spain, without entering into the difficulties which he knows 
are made refpefting it by the prefent miniftry, rather for their own pri¬ 
vate ends, than on account of the impoflibility of his Britannic majefty’s ful¬ 
filling his promife, which he fays, might be done with the confent of the na¬ 
tion, provided the prefent miniftry were changed. I would not enter into any 
difpute with Palm on this fubjeft, or fhew any curiofity refpefting Pulteney’s 
intrigues. I contented myfelf with praifing the addrefs Pulteney fhews in at¬ 
tacking his antagonifts, with the very fame arms they ufe in their defence. 

I have endeavoured to difcover the reafon why Walpole went to vifit Pul¬ 
teney, and I have learned that it was in order to tell him that he, Walpole, 
having received information of a defign to fet his houfe on fire, it was necef- 

farv 
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Period III. fary for Pulteney, who was his neighbour, to be on his guard, but Pulteney 
_ t0 — 7 * 7 *anfwereri ] he was under no apprehenfions, becaufe the threats did not apply to 
J726. him, but that if hishoufe fuftained any damage by the conflagration of Wal¬ 
pole’s, he ihould rely on the parliament, and on Walpole himfelf to indemnify 
him,* and thus ended the vifit which made fo much noife, and which having 
been renewed three times, though Pulteney had been denied, gave rife to many 
obfervations fimilar to thofe of Fabrice. 


COUNT PALM TO THE EMPEROR. 

Lord Townfiend has the principal direction of foreign affairs:—Always oppofcd 
the emperor.—Palm confults with oppoJition.-—And at their infigation, advifes 
the emperor to contradiB the affertions that he intended to affiff the pretender. 


London, December 33, 1726. 


Orford 

Papers* 


lotion .. 
In cypher 


I N the prefent circumftances, when the violent proceedings of the Englijh 
minifry againft the Spanifh court, have the appearance of an almoft in- 
citable breach of the peace with that court, and when it is to be feared that 
all Europe may be plunged in a deftruckive war, I, urged by my duty and zeal, 
have endeavoured to learn i°. how the nation is inclined on that head, and 2 0 . 
who it is in reality that labours to blow thefe coals. As to the firft, it is moll 
certain that the greateft part of the nation, nay, as I have been told by people 
of good experience and knowledge y even two thirds of it are difcontented at the 
prefent miniftry, and not only abhor the war with Y. I. M. and Spain, but 
alfo the ftri£t alliance and union with France. " As to the fecond, it is no lefs 
manifeft, that the caufe of thefe meafures, fo precipitate and tending to a dan¬ 
gerous rupture, can be imputed to none elfe but the Englijh miniftry , that is 
to fay, to my lord Townlhend. For the king as to himfelf, is of a peaceable 
difpofitioh, and not to be brought to proceedings of that nature, unlefs he has 
been induced to it by fuch mifreprefentations and falfe fuggeftions as have 
been able to create a fufpicion and hearty fear in him. 

I have juft now faid, that the nation is not inclined to a war, efpecially 
againft Y. I. M. and it is very well known to the publick, that the Oftend 
commerce is a grievance induftrioufly enhanced by the miniftry, to animate 
the nation, and make them cry out againft Y. I. M. fancying that you might 


f See an account of this vifit in (Pulteney’s) “ Anfwex to One Part of an Infamous Libel," p. 45* 

thereby 
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thereby be induced to gratify them (the miniftry) as well in this point direXly, 
as indireXly in other affairs. 

In fome of my former, but efpecially in my reflexions upon the anfwer 
given, to the Spanifh court, I mentioned how great a miftake the miniftry were 
guilty of in that anfwer, and how they committed fo falfe a ftep, that it is al- 
moft impoffible for them to make it confift with their honour and fecurity not 
to make a war. But who is the primum mobile in the miniftry, ’tis very Well 
known to the whole world, that it can be but my lord Townfhend. For bis 
brother R. Walpole, tho’ his power and credit be far greater, yet he properly 
does not meddle with foreign affairs, but receives accounts of them- in general, 
leaving for the reft, the direXion of them entirely to lord Townfhend. As for 
others, there is none that has any fhare in thofe affaires, befides the duke of 
Newcaftle only. But then it is alfo known to every body, that this latter is 
nothing but a figure of fecretary of ftate, being obliged to conform himfelf in 
every thing to lord Townfhend, who is proprie autor et anima negotiorum. 
Now, as long as his lordfhip continues in his poll, it does not appear how one 
may expeX from England a fincere good under (landing, and undifturbed al¬ 
liance ; for the known principles of this minifter, as well as the prefent con¬ 
dition of affairs, hurried by him to the brink of a rupture, are an obftruXion 
to fuch an amicable compofidon as might be relyed upon. As for his prin¬ 
ciples,. it is known that he has always been againft the fyflem of Europe, as 
fettled by the quadruple alliance; for he has told upon that head, that had it 
depended upon him, he would have ordered it fo, that the advantages your 
imperial majefty got by it, fhould have coft you dearer. (Thofe were his very 
exprefiions.) Since he came to the miniftry, experience has convinced that 
he has, almoft upon all occafions, aXed againft your imperial majefty’s in- 
terefts; of which the fteps taken in the face of the whole world, both at Cam- 
bray, and fince, are evident proofs, and fhew his real difaffeXion. Befides 
this, nobody is ignorant of what he faid in parliament, for in his fpeeches, he 
ran into fuch exceffes, that all impartial people could not hear of them with¬ 
out horror. In this fituation, it is probable that we can never promife to our- 
felves any good from him; for fhould we even refolve to forget his audaciouf- 
nefs and indiferetion, and fhould he difguife his natural opinion and inclination, 
yet all that could be negociated with him, would not be lafting, but we fhould 
ever run the rifk, upon every proffered occafion, of his returning to the max- 
imes formerly ufed by him, and entirely fuitable to his genius. 

V0L.I1 . part ii. 3 t As 


Period III. 
1720 to 1727. 


1726. 
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Period III. As much as this man is an obftrudtion to a general quiet and reafonabl© 
i 72°‘01727; a g reement> as ea fy as j t WO uld be to arrive at it, were he no longer in the way, 
5726. and removed from the dire&ion of affairs. For the nation in general hates 
him, and the king himfelf is not well inclined to him by his own choice, but 
he only keeps himfelf in power and credit, becaufe he and his brother have 
in a defpotick manner rendered themfelves matters of all affairs. It is true 
they have the parliament on their fide; but that is not to be wondered at, for 
upon the foot that matters have been carried on within thefe few years, when 
the members, and confequently the majority are bought with great penfions 
and employments; it is no great fkill to have gained the parliament. But 
then I have been affined ,from a very good hand, that if it fhould be once per¬ 
ceived, that the miniftry are not deep in the king’s favour, and that his majefty 
fhould out of diflike to them, make fome fhew of changing, them, in that very 
moment there would be a turn, and moft of them upon whom the miniftry 
chiejly depend, would pull off the mafic, and declare againft them. But as 
long as this does not happen, it is not fo much as to be fuppofed, that the par¬ 
liament will oppofe the government, unlefs the kingdom fhould come to be 
plunged into fome vifible ruin or danger; for tho’ more than the third part 
have adtually oppofed, and will ftill oppofe it, yet this can have no effedt, be- 
eaufe the minifters will always get the better by their purchafed majority. 
The nation itfelf is not fatisfyed with the parliament, becaufe every body 
knows that there has not been one time out of mind, in which the minifters 
have been fo corrupted and devoted to the court. 

For though the parliament has approved the meafures and engagements 
taken with foreign powers, and particularly with France, yet the nation in ge¬ 
neral, high and low, are of a contrary opinion; the clofe underftandrng with 
France, and the hoftile proceedings towards your imperial majefty, being dif- 
approved by the'fn. Now, as long as the miniftry can produce nothing to 
convince the nation, that it has reafon to fear any hoftile adt from your im¬ 
perial majefty, or your allies, that opinion will not be altered, and all the blame 
returns upon the miniftry. From which one may conclude, that as long as 
your imperial majefty and your allies defign nothing in favour of the pre¬ 
tender, and will make \t known fo to the world, the imputations invented on 
that head by the miniftry, will do hurt to none but themfelves. For . the na¬ 
tion muft clearly fee how ill they are led on by the miniftry. Some eminent 
Jubjetts, who are well inclined to your imperial majefygs Jervice, and extremely 

opgafed 
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Oppofed to the prefent maxims of the miniftry, . have affured me, not only that Period III. 
the fatd mini flay are extremely putt to it, but alfo, that if your imperial majefty • | 1 7 20t0 _* 7 2 7 » 
and the king of Spain Jkould continue with the fame Jleddinefs as hitherto, and 1726. 
the nation be convinced befides that all is falfe and groundlefs, which they 
are told in order to prejudice them againft the U'eaty of Vienna, and to render 
it odious, then the miniftry would not long be able to blind the people, and 
play their cheating tricks: and a declaration of this made to pleafe the nation, 
and the moll feufible part of the people would, in due time, produce a good 
effe£t. Now, therefore, to promote this point and your imperial majefty’s 
fervice, and deprive the miniftry of all ftrength and credit, which they fo 
mightily endeavour to preferve both at home and abroad, the opinion of the 
well intentioned is, that befides the aforementioned Jleddinefs of your imperial 
majefty and Spain, a true ftate of the prefent matters fhould be fairly, and 
with convincing proofs, laid before the king: as to the nation, it may be done 
by publifhing in print, and by word of mouth-information to fuch as have, 
mojl credit and influence among them. And to the king, it fhould be done by 
a confidential channel; then, if his majefty were thus retrieved by better in¬ 
formations and affurances from his falfe impreffions, and convinced that his 
Englifh minifters intended to lead him on in fo dangerous a way, there is no 
doubt but he would apply to better councils, and then there would be found 
fome people who would enforce fuch good difpojitions, and break the neck of the 
prefent miniftry. I know moft certainly that the king loves to learn fome 
things in materia negociorum publicorum by other hands than by his minif¬ 
ters ; which it may very well be, proceeds from a fufpicion he has, that his 
minifters do not acquaint him with the true circumftances of matters. The 
king has many times had fuch informations conveyed to him, which he has 
taken as kindly as one could expe£t from a mind fo prepoffefit as his is, and 
'this gives reafon to believe, that what one would defire to convey to him in 
that manner, would have a good effebl. 

COUNT PALM TO THE EMPEROR. 

Courts Pulteney, as the great and popular leader of oppojition are inclined, to 
favour the imperial interejl.—Opinions and conduct of the duchefs of Kendal 
and the king’s German mmijlers.—Employs Fabricus to infufe into the king 
fentiments of averjion to the Englifh miniflers. 

3 x a (London,, 
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Period III. (London, December 17, 1726.) BY my laft P. S. I told your imperial 
1720^01737 . ma j e ^y feveral opinions of the king, the miniftry, and the nation; by the 
1726. prefent I have to mention fomething more upon that fubjeft. Amongft the 
In cypher, feveral confiderable fubjetfs in this country that are very well enclin’d for 
Officialtranf- y our intereft, William Pultney is the chief and the weightieft. This man is 
lation. very rich and experienced, and as every body knows thefe his eminent quali¬ 
ties, and believes that he will fometime or another come to the direfition of the 
affairs, he has a very great party amounting to near the third part of the houfe 
of commons. He is alfo beloved by the common people, and makes fo great 
an oppofition to Walpole in the houfe of commons, that they have often en¬ 
deavour’d to gain him, but it has been to no purpofe, becaufe he is diffatis- 
fied with the maximes purfued at prefent, and not only infifts upon a conftant 
alliance and good underftanding with your imperial majefty, but alfo is entirely 
againfl the clofe underftanding with France. He had formerly a confiderable 
and pretty profitable employment about the king, but he freely and from his 
own motive refigned it, when he faw that the miniftry a died contrary to the 
fyfteme introduced formerly; and he being befides rich and confiderable, and 
caring for no employment, he has aim’d at and acquired the name of a true 
Englifh patriot. His party confifts in the richeft and moft confiderable peo¬ 
ple of this nation: nay moft of thofe who at prefent enjoy pofts and pcnfions 
from the court, and are oblig’d to behave as creatures of the court, are his in¬ 
timate friends, who very frankly own to him, that they are as little fatisfied as 
himfelf,. and only diffemble for their interefts fake, but that if the [prefent] mi¬ 
niftry fhou’d once totter, they wou’d then foon and willingly throw oft' the 
malic. 

Now thofe who are properly his opponents [[or adverfaries] as well as the 
bafis of the prefent condubt of the Englilh court, are none but Townfhend and 
the family of Walpole, which however, is not fo confiderable as to be able to 
fupport themfelves by their own ftrength; and are befides this, for the moft 
part, if not all of them, hated by the nation and the common people. 

This aforefaid perfon [Pulteney] therefore, I have thought indifpenfably ne- 
ceffary for promoting your imperial majefty’s prefent and future intereft to 
manage by all ways and means , and he has aftur’d me from time to time, that 
thefe are his conftant principles: that this nation ought to he at all times in a 
clofe alliance and confidence with your imperial majefty $ for this reafon, there¬ 
fore 
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fore I have, purfuant to the 8th article of my inftruQions made him fenfible P e nod III. 

of what [really] paffes, fhewing him at the fame time the falfity of thofe re- 1 J 20t ° 17z7 ; 

ports, and the poyfon of thofe imputations infinuated to the nation by the mi- , 7 2 ^* 

niftry, to the no fmall prejudice of your imperial majefty; by which I have 

gain’d fo much, that the fufpicious and dangerous views of the miniftry [in fet- 

ting forth thofe reports] have been of but fmall effect, the well affection’d 

having been confirm’d in their good opinion. He has often protefted to me, 

that were the king, for his own perfon, once brought to other thoughts, and 

if he did not fuffer himfelf to be thus lead by his miniftry, the violent conduct 

of this court v'ou’d foon change, and the prefent dark clouds of difcord Wou’d 

difperfe with the change of the prefent miniftry, the firft ftep to which [latter] 

wou’d be to make the king fenfible of his real interefts, and of the bad meafures 

taken by his Englifh miniftry. It feems to be difficult to effeff this; for the 

king is quite captivated and befieg’d by his miniftry: he gives credit to moffc 

of their finifter nnpreffions,, and loves quiet too much to go upon along fearch 

and examination; for which reafon it will be vexing to him when he is to rid. 

himfelf of his miniftry. 

The dutchefs of Kendal talks nothing upon fuch fubje&s with him, partly 
fearing to hurt his health, and partly too, becaufe lhe keeps great meafures with 
Walpole and Townffiend; fhe having befides her yearly penfion o’f feven 
thoufand and five hundred pounds fterling, another fecret penfion, as alfo fur¬ 
ther perquifites, which latter as well as the chief penfion is payd or not payd, 
according as fhe hehaves well towards the miniftry. Her niece the lady Wal- 
fingham has indeed great credit with the king, and more fpirit than the faid 
dutchefs; but as there is no body to reprefent the affairs to her with vigour, nor 
fhe being any ways prompted on [to fpeak] fhe is not much talk’d of, and yet 
I have been confidently told, that fhe, at a certain time,''oppos’d the opinion 
of the miniftry, and fincerily told the king what was his real intereft, according 
to her capacity. 

Amongft the king’s German minifters, there is none who has credit and re- 
folution enough to exhort him [the king] with vigour. Count Bothmar’s in¬ 
clinations indeed are good, but then he fears lord Townfhend and Walpole too 
much: it alfo feems partly that he cannot reprefent matters to the king as it 
ought to be done, or elfe that the king dos not put fufficient faith in him. 

The grand marfhall of Hartenberg’s credit is likewife but fmall, and tho’ the 
minifters defpife him, yet he has no courage nor power to oppofe them, and to 

make 
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to 

Mod III. make the king fenfible of the truth. The third German minifter, Hattorff, i« 
^ 20to I727 ; ind.eed belov’d by the king, and dos him good fervices; but he never enter’d 
1726. into fuch affairs, nor will he ever undertake to do it. 

But then there is another perfon whom the king likes pretty much, and whom, 
he fometimes talkes to with great confidence: this perfon is the king’s lord of 
the bed chamber [or chamberlain], Fabrice, who frequently takes an oppor¬ 
tunity to fpeak of the conduct of his Englifh minifters, and is fo well liften’d 
to, that the king even told him, he fhou’d be glad to be fometimes entertain’d 
by him with fuch informations. This perfon is mightily belov’d at court, and 
by all the Englifh, Townfhend only excepted, with whom he dos not ftand 
well, hut the king knows of it, and privately gives him right, in fo much that 
tho’ Townfhend has done all he could to thru ft. him away, yet it has been to 
no purpofe, he ftill continuing in the king’s affeQion and confidence. I have- 
often made a fecret ufe of this perfon to reprefent to the king how falfe all 
thofe imputations are, that are fett forth to the prejudice of your imperial 
majefty, and your allies, and that they tend to nothing elfe but to break the 
friendfhip and alliance ftill fubfifling between your imperial majefty and the 
king, and to create difference and mifchief. 

Formerly, and when the minifters ftill promifedto the king, that they wou’d 
fortify themfelves, and that they fhou’d be in a condition to execute their de. 
figns, the king being then likewife full of the receiv’d bad impreffions, thofe 
reprefentations [of Fabrice] were but of little effefl, but at prefent when his 
majefty fees plainly that, Ihou’d it come to a rupture, the fituation of foreign 
affairs wou’-d be dangerous for him, it feems as if he liftens with more atten¬ 
tion to thefe exhortations, and that he harbours a fufpicion againft his Englifh 
minifters, notwith (landing that they wou’d infinuate to him beforehand, that 
•even, tho” it fhou’d 'ome to a rupture yet he had nothing to fear for his Ger¬ 
man dominions, becaufe it wou’d never c.ome to a general war by land, but 
jkhat the war wou’d] only coiifift in burning fome Spanifh fhips, and in fome 
warlike operations in the Weft-Indies. Thus much I cou’d at prefent 
-eafily judge from Fabrice’s difcourfe, as well as otherwife, that the mi- 
nifters do ajl they can t-o prevent the king’s coming to the knowledge of 
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SINZENEORFF TO PALM. 


Period Ilf. 
1720101727, 


Denies the qffenjive alliance concerning Gibraltar.—The propofed marriage he - Vi —■ *—- 
ttoeen don Carlos and an archduchefs. 


(Vienna, December-21, 1726.) WE fee plainly by the proceedings againft Orfbrd 
Spain, that England feeks by all means to compell Spain by force, in order to Papers ‘ 
break with us, as St. Saphorin gives out, in purfuance of their allyance. Official, tranj-. 
This arrifes chiefly from hence, becaufe the miniftry cannot fupport tliemfelves 
otherwife than by troubling and confounding matters. We mu ft wait to fee 
whether the nation will fuffer themfelves to be lead away blindly any longer. 

Do they fay that there is a fecret engagement entred into in the offenfive al~ 
lyance'concerning Gibraltar? that is the greatefl untruth; as the treaty itfelf 
fhews. Do they fay that an agreement is made concerning the pretender? 
that is likewife the greatefl untruth that can be imagined. Let them afk all the 
Jacobites whether they have heard one word from us or from Spain, that could 
be.conftrued to mean fuch an enterprife, fo long as we don’t enter into a war; 
but then, we fhall help ourfelves as well as we can.. In fho,rt the mad Englifh 
miniftry fhall never bring us to any thing thro’ fear: our meafures are fo taken, 
that certainly we fhall be able to oppofe the aggreffor. 

As to the commerce of Oftend, we have already made fuch fieps as fhew 
the peaceable defires of his imperial majefty, and w'e are ready every moment 
to go farther. Do they talk of a marriage between an archduchefs and don 
Carlos? ’Tis very wonderful that they would prevent by a war now, a cafe 
that is fo far off from happening; which would not be avoided by.a war, were 
it intended; which is a cafe put, but not granted. What danger can Europe 
undergo by that? this only, that this being a prince of the houfe of Bourbon, 
the ftrifl union between France and Spain and this houfe will be promoted. 

But if France itfelf, as it feems, oppofes this, and don’t care that a cadet of 
that family fhould rife fo high, then this fixes a difunion between France and 
Spain, which was attempted to be fixed by fo long and bloody'a war. What 
then is the caufe and reafon for making war? the augmentation of 30,000 
men goes on; and we are fure of many friends. 
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Period.ITT. EIVA TO THE DUKE OF MODENA. 

1720 to 1727. 

l_ v J Pozobueno the Spanifh niinijler at London, on the point of retiring.—Fahricus 
endeavours to Jet the king againji the Engli/h minijlers, and to Jkew that 
their meafures may prove the ruin oj his German dominions . 

Orford (London, 27 December, 1726.) POZOBUENO has' publifhed, that 
^ a P er4j whoever has any demands upon him, on applying to fuch a banker, fhall be 
Official /m^-fatisfyed. This flep encreafes the fear of a rupture. I faw him yefterday at 
' 'Palm’s, with whom I dined with other company.'" I told him that your high— 
J2uy$hmd. nefs had thoughts of fending a minifler to Madrid, to renew that good corre- 
fpondence which your highnelfefs’s fituation had interrupted only in appearance. 
He anfwered, that ever fince I made him, four years ago, this overture of your 
good intentions, he remembered he had told me, that a .minifter from your 
highnefs would be well received at his court, and that he would be fo, efpe- 
cially now that his king is fo good a friend of the emperor’s. 

Fabrice, a Hanover gentleman, and in high favour with the king, has told 
me in confidence, drat he has had the courage to tell his majefty, that the ani- 
mofity of the Englifh minifters engages him in affairs, which may prove the 
ruine of his Hates in Germany; and that if war fhould be made, France might, 
with the mony of England, conquer the Low-Countrys, in which cafe there 
will be aneceffity to make a new war in conjunction with old friends to take 
out of the hands of the French the faid Low-Countrys; and that France does 
not, for the fake of England and Holland, fhow fo much eagernes for a war, 
but for her own. Fabrice has confidentially told me, that he fpoke in this 
bold manner to the king, and that his majefty gave great attention to it, or¬ 
dering him to fpeak freely to him of affairs, as he had already begun. I cul¬ 
tivate the friendfhip of this perfon, becaufe I can by that means brevi manu 
learn many things that come from the fountain-head. 
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, i Period IIL 

1 01 I72Ot01727* 

1727. '—■ J 

1727. 


SIR CHARLES WAGER TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Regrets that he has miffed, the Spanifk Jlota.—Purpofes that Portolello, Pa¬ 
nama, and other places in Spanijh America, Jhould be attached. 

SIR, Kent, about 15 leagues from Cape Spartel, the 14th March, 1726—7, 

J Doubt not but you will hear with both ears, that admiral Caftagneta is ar- Orford 

riv’d at Cadiz, with eight millions of pieces of .eight, and that all the reft of ^ aperSs 

the flota is arriv’d at one port or other, notwithftanding I was fent here on 
purpofe to intercept them. I think admiral Hopfon is very lucky, that I 
came in fo good time, to take the blame from him. As to my felfe, I mull 
bear this misfortune as well as I can: but I confefs it is a great mortification 
to me, tho’ I am not confcious to my felfe, of any one wrong ftep, that I have 
taken, but fo much the contrary, that if it were to do again, I don’t fee how 
I could do it better. For I find that I judg’d perfe&ly right in altering the 
cruifing ftation, from off Cape St. Vincent, to 20 leagues, W. S. W. from 
Cape Spartel, for I knew, that they ufed to efcape formerly, by coming about 
that diftance .from the coaft of Barbary, and that was certainly Caftaneta’s 
track now, as near as the wind and weather would give him leave; and tho’ 
that often puts us out of our defigned ftation, as alfo chacing of Chips; yet 
I happen’d for two or three days together, at the time he pafs’d, to be in as 
fair a way, as I could now choofe. He might go by in the night, or as it was 
then thick blowing weather, he might pafs by, at no great diftance, tho’ not 
near eno’ to be feen. But I need not fay fo much to you, for I am fatisfy’d that 
I am fo much favoured with your good opinion, that you do not fuppofe, that 
this misfortune proceeded from any neglect or want of care in me: but I be- 
leive I had better have been at Parfons Green, looking after my garden, for I 
know, that people generally fupofe, that it is as eafy to intercept Jhips at fea, 
as to flop a coach at the end of a ftreet ; however, I muft bear it as well as I 
can. 

We met with a fliip from St. Andero, that was order’d to come in the fame 
track, and avoid the capes, for fear of our fquadron: fhe is a fhip of 4 6 guns, 
and 280 men, built at St. Andero, and bound to Cadiz, where they feem to 
vol. h. part 11, 3 u be 
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Period Iir. be endeavouring to make up a fquadron. But as I fuppofe moft of the {hips 
1720101727 £ rom t pj e jj avana are g 0 t into Vigo, or the Groyn, as it is reported, I fhall 
1727. endeavour to prevent their joyning, if poffible, tho’ if they will attempt it, they 
will have a chance to efcape as thefe had. I fend you inclofed a lift of what 
{hips the Spaniards have, or are like to have, according to the feveral accounts 
I have had, and I beleive it is near the truth. As to the Chips that are faid 
to be now come from the Havana, they may want fome refitting, tho* feveral 
of them not much, having been clean’d (I beleive) at the Havana. But as I 
prefume they will take no certain refolution till they fee what they can make 
of Gibralter, in which feige, I am told by a French man that came from 
thence two days ago, they make but little progrefs, he fays, they make a great 
fire, but do little damage, but four or five men having been kill’d, and no 
breach made; that an engineer, and feveral martroffes, were arriv’d for Port- 
Mahon, which were much wanted, and I hope the Torbey is not far off, with 
the Ordinance ftorefhips (they were a little too backward) but I hope will come 
in good time, as well as the troops from Ireland, who I am told put back. 
X pick’d up two of their tranfports, which had three company's and a halfe 
on bord, and fent them to Gibralter. 

I am very forry now, that I fent the two feventy gun Chips to admiral Ho- 
Cer, who does not want them; for now he has nothing to look after, but the gal¬ 
leons. Some difcreet man, with four or five {hips, to the South Sea, next winter, 
may do ftrange things; the companys at New York and other places with a little 
help, might be carry’d to Portobel, by the fquadron in the Weft Indies, take 
that place, and march over to Panama, meet your South Sea fquadron there, 
and be carry’d to Lima, or any where on that coaft: thefe things have been 
formerly in my head, and that, I fuppofe, makes them come again now. But 
you may juftly bid me mind my own bufinefs better, and'not trouble my felfe 
to make projects for other folks, therefore I aft. pardon, and hope that if you 
find the Spaniards lhould get a fquadron together at Cadiz, fuperior to what 
I have (not looking upon a 50 gun {hip for a line of battle) I may be rein¬ 
forced: I have mentioned this to lord Berkeley, and have fent to the duke of 
Newcaftle, and to him the lame lift I fend herewith to you. The Spaniards 
are generally flow in their motions, fo hope they will not have this fquadron 
ready prefently, tho’ they labour very hard at Cadiz, I hope to no purpofe. 

■ Perhaps if they find, they cannot eafyly take Gibralter, they will turn the feige 
into a blockade, and proceed onfome other project; tho’ there does not feem 

any 
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any appearance of any imbarkation for an army. But I forget that you have Period III. 
not time to read long letters; but hope you will excufe this from, fir, your l 7 20 i ° l 7 2 7 ° 
moil obedient fervant, 17x7. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 

Parliamentary proceedings. — Pulteney's oppojition ill fupporied* 

(Paris, May 22, 1727.) AS to our domeftick politicks, when I was in Poynt® 
England, and I hear of no alteration fince, they went as well as could be Pa P ers *_ 
wifhed. All queftions were carried with a great majority, and with a good will Extras, 
on the part of the whiggs, who have been in a manner unanimous, excepting 
fome few, but very few, not amounting to ten at moft, who followed Mr. Pul- 
teney, who has had no fucceffe in his oppofition, and gott no other reputation 
than that of endeavouring to facrifice the publick good to his own private re- 
fentment, which refentment again!! my brother Walpole, is founded upon pique 
and prejudice unaccountable to us all, as well as to you. My brother Wal¬ 
pole has been extreamly ill of a violent loofenefs, but I had the fatisfaftion 
not to hear of his illnefs, but at the fame time of his being out of danger; the 
parliament is juft at end, and the king preparing to go abroad. 


SIR CYRIL WYCK* TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 
On the death of George the Firjl. 


* Refident at 
Hamburgh, 


MONSIEUR, Hambourg, Jum vj , *7*7. 

^OUZ fqavez aparemment deja la nouvelle tragique du deces du roi, qui Poyntz 
mourut le 22 au matin a Ofnabrugge d’une apoplexie qui faifit fa ma- P ft P er ** 
jefte le jour auparavant en chemin, entre Delden et Ofnabrugge, ou my lord 
Townfhend arriva le 23 de grand matin; mais ayant trouve le roi mort, fon 
excellence reprit d’abord la pofte pour retourner a Londres. 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Original Correspondence and authentic Papers. 


PERIOD THE FOURTH. 

From, the Acceffion of George the Second to the 
Refignation of Lord Townfhend. 

1727—1730. 


1727. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Condoles with him on the death of his father ,, and congratulates him on his 

acceffion. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR. MAJESTY. Ofnabrug, June 13—24, 1717. 

Period IV. the fame time that I take the liberty of condoling with your majefty 

1727101730 . upon the unfpeakable lofs of your late royal father, I beg leave humbly 

1727. to allure your majefty, that you have no fubjedt in all your dominions, who 
Townfhend wifhes more cordially than I do, that your reign may be as profperous and as 
Pa P ers * glorious as any of your greateft and moft renown’d predeceffors. I came 
Srmght. hither, hoping I might be of fome ufe to your majefty’s fervice, and being 

likewife 
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Irkewife defirous to pay this mark of refpeft to my deceafed fovereign. I Period IV. 
fhall return to England with all expedition, in order to lay myfelf at your \ 7 * 7t01?3 °* 
majefty’s feet, being with the utmoft duty and veneration. Sec. 1727. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THOMAS ROBINSON. * 

The king happy to receive the king of France’s profejfions of friendship.-—* 

Writes to the cardinal. 

SIR, Whitehall, June 20— July i, 1727, 

YOU will have received'in Mr. Walpole’s abfence, my two letters to his Walpole* 
excellency of the 16th inftant, and I doubt not but, in purfuance of his ^ a P er5 ** 
majefty’s commands therein contained, you will have delivered into the proper 
hands his majefty’s letter of notification to the moft chriftian king, and that 
you will alfo have given the French minifters, and in particular the cardinal, 
the affurances which the king has direfted, of his majefty’s firm refolution to 
maintain, in its full extent,.the prefent union between the two crowns. 

This being his majefty’s intention, the king was glad to receive from Mr. 

Walpole the fame ftrong profeffions on the part of the moft chriftian king; 
and has fo juft a fenfe of the obliging manner in which the cardinal, in his 
letter to Mr. Walpole, has exprefied his regard for his majefty’s perfon and 
government, that the king has been pleafed to honour the cardinal with the 
inclofed letter from himfelf, which you will deliver to him,.and make him fen- 
fible of his majefty’s great efteem and affe&ion for him, in having conde- 
feended to give him this early mark of it. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WAXDEGRAVE* 

Uncertain fate of the minifry.—The king determined to purfue the fame mea~ 
fares in regard to foreign affairs. 

MY DEAR LORD, Whitehall, Jane 2,0—July 1, 1727. 

JN the great concern and hurry we are in here, I am fure you are fo good as Waldegrave? 

to excufe my not having wrote to you by the laft melfenger. We can i>a P ers - 
yett make no certain judgement what turn things will take here: the king is 
extreamly civil to us, and as to foreign affairs, I firmly believe determined to 


• Secretary to Horace Walpole, and fecretary to the embafly during his abfence. 
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Period 17 . go on in the fame meafures, as he has affured the court of France, and par- 
y 2 7 t°i 73 0 t ‘ t | cu | ar | v cardinal in a letter from himfelf. He mightily approves your 
1727. Haying att Paris, till we know where the preliminaries are to be new figned. 
You will have a new full power fent you. I think it would not be amifs for 
you to write a letter to the king. If ever it is in my power, you may de¬ 
pend upon me. Lord Town&end and Horace are your humble fervants,ap<J 
I am, &c. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Miniflry continued . 

MY DEAR LORD, , Whitehall, June iS—July 7, 17x7, 

Had yefterday the honour of your kind letter, -with the enclofed for the 
king, which I delivered in the belt manner I was able, and have the plea- 
JPfivate. fure to affnre you, that the king received it extream kindly, and order’d me 
to make bis excufes to you for not anfwering it himfelf. His majefty was 
pleafed to exprefs himfelf in the moft affectionate manner poffible towards 
you, and faid he had a great love and regard for you, and the belt opinion of 
you imaginable. This gave me very great pleafure, and I really believe you 
are perfonally extreamly well with the king, for he has alfo talked of you in the 
fame kind manner to lord Scarborough, who has been very much your friend. 
Every thing here goes on as well as can be defired, and much to the Satis¬ 
faction of all your friends. Lord Townfhend beggs his compliments to you, 
and hopes you will excufe his not writing. The parliament meets to-morrows 
we Ihall have a fhort feffion for the civil lift, and then a new parliament will 
he called, which there is no doubt, will be att leaft as good as the prefent. 
Harry and the ladies are very much your fervants, and I hope you believe 
me, &c. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 
Succefsful opening of parliament.—Cardinal Fleury writes to lord Townfhend. 

MY DEAR LORD, KTewcaftle Houle, July 29—Auguft 9, 1727. 

Waldegrave J Hope you will excufe my not having fooner returned you my thanks, for the 
Papers. favour of your letter in your own hand, but you may ealily imagine, we 
J’ntmt. are not in a little hurry here. The good news you have fent us, has made 

the 


Waldegrave T 
Papers. A 
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the opening of our parliament very fuccefsful, and I think we have now a Period IV. 
profpeCl of getting out of our affair, and furely the fooner the better, and I v 7 2 7 t0I 73 °« - 
therefore if the declaration could be figned att Paris, we fhould like it ex- 1727. 
treamly. I have the pleafure to fee both king and queen, prodigioufly pleafed 
with your conduft, and indeed it is without a compliment, what every body 
commends, ’tis impoflible to do better, or with more prudence. The king, 
the other day, talking of the lords of the bed chamber, faid, when you came 
home, he fhould do fomething very good for you, alluding, I am perfuaded, 
to the government of Barbadoes. Your behaviour abroad, encreafes the 
efteem and affeCtion of all your friends, which I hope you will think is no 
fmall fatisfaftion to me. The cardinal has done my lord Townfhend the ho¬ 
nour to write to him, and my lord did not know your fervant was to go this 
evening, or he would have anfwered it, but he will do it by the firft opportu¬ 
nity. All the advice I can give you, is to go on, as you have begun, and tho’ 
you have many friends and fervants, be allured nobody is more fo than 
your’s, &c. 

Minutes of a connerfation with Mr. Scrope, fecretary to the treafury, relating 

to the arrangement of the new mini fry on the accejfon of George the Firjl. 

gIR Robert Walpole waited on the king at Richmond with the account EtougR\ 
of his father’s death. The affair being urgent and important, he was P a P ers * 
awakened from his afternoon’s nap. He came out in great hurry with his 
breeches in his hand: when Walpole informed him of his errand, he did not 
believe its reality. . The exprefs was then produced. In return for fuch fur- 
prizing and agreeable news, Walpole had the very mortifying direction, to fend 
Compton to the new king, in order to be confulted with, as to the proclama¬ 
tion and future bufinefs. 

My informer went the next day to fir Robert Walpole, who with the chief 
of the late king’s fervants were at the duke of Devonfhire’s. When it was- 
known where he was, he had an imediate invitation to make one of the com¬ 
pany. He found nothing there pleafing and agreeable. All hopes and ex¬ 
pectations were given up by every member. Either the next, or the day after, 
the fame perfon attended on the defponding minifter. He bid him hope. 

But before his encouraging reafons were offered, he infilled on no enquiries 
being made after his authority. He then proceeded, that he had been well , 

informed 
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Period IV. informed, that the prefent queen had formerly employed all opportunities of 
172710 1730 .t^ z ~ ng k er f at h er) an£ j talking politics. At chapel, fubjecis of the mod im¬ 
portant kind were comonly difculfed. Either the laft or the time before 
of the late king’s going to Hanover, fhe told her father neceffity would oblige 
him to difband the greateft part of the Hanover troops. He replied, the cafe 
was not foj for Walpole could convert {tones into gold. As the queen’s 
averfion to Compton was hearty and real, there remained no doubt but this 
had been urged and reported to Walpole’s advantage. He added, his having 
the ftrongeft affurances, that the queen would improve every method and 
opportunity to difappoint Compton. This roufed up the knight, and more 
than his moft fanguine expectations were foon anfwered. 

My fagacious intelligencer’s opinion is, that Compton voluntarily contri¬ 
buted to make Walpole’s continuance in his ftation, fo quick and eafy. He 
was frighted with the greatnefs of the undertaking, and more particularly as to 
what related to money affairs. As he thus declined it himfelf, he had no one 
elfe to recomend. It was well for the public that fuch were his then appre- 
henfions: he afterwards thought difficulties about money affairs, to be nei¬ 
ther very confiderable nor formidable. , 


NOTES FROM LORD TOWNSHEND TO GEORGE THE 
SECOND, WITH THE KING’S ANSWERS. 

It is remarkable that not one of theft notes is in the hand-writing of lord Town- 
fund ,* .but in that of his fon Thomas Townfund, or of the underfecretary of 
fate. The king's replies are uniformly in his own hand-writing, and gene- 
' rally written on the fame paper, which contained lord Towrf end's notes., 

IiORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Townfiiend (July 2, 1728.) FEARING I fhouldnot have an opportunity of laying 
Papers, the inclofed draught to lord Chefterfield before your majefty at your arrival 
here this evening, I take the liberty of fending it now, and in cafe it fhould 

* The reafon probably was becaofe the hand-writing of lord Townlhend was very indiferent, 
and fometimes almoit illegible. 


have 
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have your majefty's approbation, I propofe to fend it to night to lord Period IV. 
Cheflerfield. ' ^01730. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

YOU will have feen by lord Chefterfield’s letter, that the penfionary rea- 
fons in the fame way, as I allwais did, both in relation to the provifional 
treaty, as of the fear he is in of the princes of the empire fubmitting to the 
math,* in cafe we fhould not ftiew all fort of vigour in oppofing it. I think, my * Match, 
lord, you fhould tell him more ftrongly, that it is my opinion, and as you con¬ 
clude this letter, defire his fentiment how to bring thofe princes into our mea- 
fures, and how to make every body concern’d in this affair a£t with thefpirit 
they ought to do. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

(July 26, 1728.) I have not feen the duke of Newcaftle’s difpatch, and Townfliend 
therefore cannot tell how he may have executed your majefty’s orders; but if ^ a P ers ' 
your majefty approves of the inclofed letter, I will fend it privately to Mr. 

Walpole, fo as the duke of Newcaftle may know nothing of it. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Like this letter very well, with an addition of fome few words at the 
end of it. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

(Sept. 20, 1728.) I Have drawn a declaration in concert with monfieur Townfhend 
Hattorff. If your majefty approves of it, I humbly propofe that it fhould be P a P ers * 
fent to Mr. Walpole, with orders to communicate to the cardinal the conver- 
fation he had with count Baffewitz, and the terms that were offered by him, and 
that as your majefty would do nothing without the cardinal’s advice, your ma¬ 
jefty had thought fit to defire it particularly in this cafe. By this ftep I con¬ 
ceive your majefty will have advantages; that if the cardinal advifes your ma¬ 
jefty to go this length, and defire this declaration, your majefty will be fure 
that the cardinal is determined to do fomething in favour of the duke of Hol- 
ftein; and that it is in fuch cafe for your majefty’s intereft not to be left An¬ 
gle; and if the cardinal is of opinion that your majefty fhould not hearken to 

vol 11. part 11. 3 x ’ thefe 
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Period IV. thefe propofitions of count Baflewitz, your majefty will find plainly that 
i 7 °* 73 ° ~ France has no intention to recede in the leaft from their guaranty, or give of¬ 
fence to Denmark. In the firft cafe, Mr. Walpole may have orders with the 
cardinal’s' approbation, to talk to count Baflewitz as from himfelfe, and to 
propofe his giving a declaration of the nature of the inclofed, in order to pro¬ 
cure your majefty’s friendlhip and good offices. And in the fecond cafe, that 
the cardinal appears indifferent as to the duke of Holftein’s fatisfa&ion, Mr. 
Walpole may drop the whole, and take no further notice of count Baflewitz’s 
propofals. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE- KING. 

Townlhend (Sept. 24, 1728.) I Send your majefty the inclofed draught of a declara- 
Papers. t - on tQ ^ ma( j e by count Baflewitz, to which I have added the claufe mark’d 
with dots underneath. By the former paper, the duke' of Holftein would not 
have been obliged to renounce his pretenfions upon your majefty, unlefs the 
whole fatisfa&ion were obtained. But as it is now turned, the renunciation 
will be immediate upon your majefty’s engaging to aft in concert with the moft 
chriftian king to thofe purpofes therein mentioned. And as it is proper the 
duke lhould renounce thofe pretenfions, which really can never avail him any 
tiling, upon your majefty’s promifingyour good offices in his favour; foyour 
majefty is engaged to nothing but in concert with France. And if that crown 
joyns in obtaining a competent fatisfadlion for the duke, your majefty will be 
undoubtedly quit of all fhadow of pretenfion on the part of that prince. And 
if France fhould not be hearty and aEfive in that matter, your majefty by your 
readinefs to join, will have deferved this declaration from the duke; which 
will always ftand as a proof of your majefty’s goodnefs towards him, and of the 
little ground he has for any pretenfions upon your majefty; fo that in all 
events, whatever the fuccefs of your majefty’s endeavours may be, if the duke 
makes this declaration, he will have quitted all claim upon your majefty for 
any part of the equivalent for Slefwig, and all pretenfion to Bremen and 
Verden. 

.THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Like this form of a declaration much better than the firft, and if it is to 
be obtained, it will entirely fecure the pofleffion of Bremen, and free me from 
any obligation of an equivalent. 


LORD 
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LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. Period IV. 

1727101730. 

(November 6, 1728.) I Have put together in the inclofed a few hints for'-- - 1 * 

Mr. Walpole, which if your majefty fhall approve, and think proper, may be "^papersT^ 
fent to him by the meffenger that goes to France this night. . The laft claufe 
for a general fcheme, may, in my opinion, be of great ufe to your majefty’s 
fervice, if France will open themfelves. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Believe all you propofe may be of very great ule, and as there is no like¬ 
lihood of an accommodation with the emperor, I think it rigth to be in as 
great a friendlhip and intimacy with France as poffible; I defire only all this 
may be kept very private. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

J Beg your majeftie’s pardon for fending you my thoughts upon the affair'of Sydney 

Meclenburg in fo loofe and undigefted a manner; but I was fo much con- Papers; 
cerned at that part of the plenipotentiary's letter, that I could not fleep till I 
had thrown my notions together in the loofe way your maj.efty finds them. 

But if your majefty thinks they may be of any fervice, I will communicate 
them to-morrow to monfieur Hattorf; and the duke of Newcaftle may have 
orders to write to the plenipotentiarys, and without acquainting them with 
your majefty’s fentiments upon the provifional treaty in general, direft them 
to communicate to the cardinal the inclofed paper, and infill upon his pro¬ 
curing the declaration in the manner defired in it. As to the affair of Sl^f- 
wig, I have not had time to put any thing in writing upon that head, but will 
be fure to do it to-morrow morning. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Like this draght very well, and wifh you would communicate it to Hat- 
torff, for to fee whether any thing more may ftill be added. I’ll fpeak to¬ 
morrow to the duke of Newcaftle, whom I have appointed to be here early, 
to write on this fubjeQ: to the plenipotentiarys, without declaring my opinion 
yet as to the provifional treaty. 


3 x 2 


LORD 
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Period IV. 
1727101730, 


Townfliend 
, Papers. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

German affairs,—Particularly Mecklenburgk. 

J Am humbly of opinion, that the enclofed papers and extrafils fliould bq fent 

to Mr. Walpole by the fir ft opportunity. I cannot but apprehend from 
the extrafils, that Chauvelin is preparing materials in relation to Slefwic, with 
a view, that may in the end prove prejudicial to your majefty’s interefts, if 
not prevented by a feafonable interpolation, and application on the part of your 
majefty to the cardinal. Chauvelin feems to with that their minifter at Stock¬ 
holm would find means to encourage the fenate to infift upon giving fatisfac- 
tion to the duke of Holftein, and that the Swedifh minifters fhould be in- 
ftru-filed to concurr with France as to this particular, in whatever they {hall 
think moft expedient and right for fettling this affair j. and in one of his letters- 
to Pouffin, he feems to fay that the duke’.s fuccefs in this affair, will depend 
upon the manner in which he is fupported by the emperor at the cobgrefs.. 

Mr. Walpole, therefore, fhould have orders to talk with the cardinal in a 
calm but ferious manner upon this point, and to fhew how dangerous a ftep 
it would be for the two crowns to enter into this difcuffion at prefent; that 
France having given her guaranty to the king of Denmark for Slefwick, can 
no more infift upon his giving the duke any equivalent for it, than upon his 
refloring the dutchy itfelf, and of what fatal confequence any thing done at 
this time in favour of the duke of Holftein may be in Sweden, by the ftrength 
it would add to his party there; and how inevitably fuch a ftep muft loofe 
us Denmark, and the advantages the emperor would make of thefe two 
events. 

That in cafe he finds the cardinal does not take this general way of reafon- 
ing, but ftill continues to be defireous of getting fome equivalent for the duke;, 
he fhould then let him know, that your majefty fpeaks only out of concern 
for the common caufe, and for the intereft of the two crowns; for that you do 
not look upon yourfelf as any way particularly interefted in that affair, the 
king of Denmark having in truth no right to make a demand upon your ma¬ 
jefty, with regard to any equivalent to be given for Slefwick, as Mr. Walpole 
will fee by the inclofed paper markt A. And Mr. Walpole fhould do his 
utmoft to induce the cardinal to declare that your majefty fhall not be in any 
manner affefiled by any thing that may be done in favour of the duke of Hol¬ 
ftein, or given him as an equivalent for Slefwick. 


I far- 
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I farther humbly fubmit' to your majefty’s confideration, whether it will not Period IV. 
be proper to fend the inclofed letter marked B. to Mr. Walpole, with orders ^ 271017 
to communicate it to the cardinal,, that his eminency may fee the power the 
emperor is arrogating to himfelf over the princes of the empire in the cafe of 
the duke of Mecklenberg, by declaring him by his own authority to be mad, and 
confequently incapable of governing, and by putting the adminiftration of his 
country into another perfon of his own naming; and that the court of Vienna' 
intends to introduce the king of Pruffia into Mecklenburg, who has already 
the expeftatives of that country. His eminency mull be fenfible of the dan¬ 
gerous confequence it muft be to the Swedes at Stralfund, to the duke of Hol- 
ftein, and even to the king of Denmark, if ever the king, of Pruffia fhould 
get any. footing in Mecklenburg; and the abfolute fubjeflion to which the 
princes of the empire will be reduced, if the emperor is fuffered to proceed in 
this manner, muft in the end produce very bad effefls even with regard to 
France itfelf, as well as to all the reft of Europe. Mr. Walpole will obferve 
to the cardinal, that Baffewitz has been the great negotiator of this affair at 
Vienna. 

T H E KING I N REPLY'. 

I Agree entirely with you, my lord, in what you think of the defigns of 
Chauvelin, and I believe the beft way to prevent it, will be to let Mr. Wal¬ 
pole be informed of all- thefe tranfa£lions, and to let him have all the copies 
you have fent me for his inftrutiion. I think it will be right to,,.to warn Deik- 
faw from fpeaking too freely, and opening himfelf too much for the future 
to the French minifter in thofe things that relate to the affairs of Slefwic.. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

j Humbly fubmitt it to your majefty, whether the letter, which I have the ho- Townfliend 

nour to fend your majefty inclofed, be not of confequence enough to be P a P? rs * 
fent immediately by an exprefs to Mr. Walpole at Paris, that the cardinal 
may fee it as foon • as poffible, and be. informed of the king of Pruffia’s 
intentions. 

THE KING IN REPLY'. 

I Shall fee you to-morrow, and talk this matter a little over. I am affraid 
greffing France too much, when we know how cautious they are,,when they 
‘ think 
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Period IV. think it is to come to extremities, may rather frighten them than make them 
1727to 1730 . f Qrwar g . m y German miniftry have given very private orders to Botbmer at 
Coppenhagen, and to Diekfaw at Stockholm, to try thofe kings, ..what they will 
do in cafe the king of Pruffia fhould ufe force in Mecklenbourg, and whether 
the king of Denmark can be prevail’d with, to fend fome of his troops under 
Tome pretence into Holftein. If you fpeak to HattorfF, he’ll communicate 
to vou thofe letters. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Townfliend (December 3, 1728.) IN order to induce monfieur Schleinitz tojoynwith 
Papers. y 0Ur ma j e fty’s minifters in bringing France to make the declaration propofed, 
I have writ the inclofed letter to him, which if approved by your majefty, I 
hope will have a good effeCt; it being in my humble opinion, of the utmoft 
confequence to obtain fuch a declaration, which will undoubtedly put a flop 
to thofe affairs for fome months, and at leaf! give your majefty time to turn 
your thoughts towards other expedients, if neceffary. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

THIS letter can be of no ufe at all, monfieur Schleinitz not being impowered 
to aft from his mafter in this particular point, and fo it will be neceffary to 
prefs the duke firft, to give him directions to concur with the plenipotentiarys 
in this demand. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO M. DE SCHLEINITZ. 

(Inclofed in the preceding note.) 

MONSIEUR, De Whitehall I e Deccro. 1728. 

Townihend 1 QUE le grand poids d’affaires m’avoit prefque ote 1 ’efperancc depou- 

Papcr*. voir vous ecrire par cette occafion, cependant je ne voulois pas laiffer par- 

tit I e courier fans dire un mot pour vous remercier de I’honneur de votre lettre 
du 28 du mois paffe, avec les papiers, qui y etoient joints. La correfpond- 
ence avec une perfonne de votre diftinCtion m’eft trop pretieufe, pour n’y pas 
donner toute 1 attention poffible. Et le roy mon maitre eft fi fenfible aux 
fervices que vous luy rendes, et que vous pouves encore luy rendre dans fes 
affaires publiques, aufii bien qu’en ferrant de plus en plus l’etroite union 

entre 
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entre les deux Maifons, que fa majefte eft tout difpofee a vous donner des mar- Period IV. 
ques reelles de fa bienveillance. Le roy a bien reconnu par les trois papiers i 7 z 7 t01 73 ° » 
que vous m’aves fait tenir, v6tre habilite et votre genie fuperieur a mettre 
cette affaire de Meclenbourg dans fon veritable jour pour faire toucher au doigt 
a la cour de France toutes les mauvaifes fuites de cette manoeuvre dangereufe 
de la cour imperiale. Mais a l’egard d’un plan pour prevenir les incon¬ 
veniens, qui en font tant a craindre, fa majefte aimeroit mieux de fuivre celuy 
qui fut dreffe par monfieur de Hattorff, et que j’ay envoye il y a quelque terns a 
fon excellence monfieur Walpole. Et les plenipotentiaries du roy vous 
pourront expliquer les raifens qui ont porte fa majefte a choifir pluftoft ce . 
plan, que celuy que vous aves propofe. 

J’envoye a nos ambaffadeurs plenipotentiaries les fentiments du roy fur 
une declaration a faire a l’empereur par la France fur l’affaire de Meclden- 
bourg, et qu’ils ont ordre de vous les detailler amplement. Sa majefte vous 
prie de vous joindre a fes miniftres en portant le cardinal a faire faire la de¬ 
claration requife. Et fa majefte efpere que fon eminence ne refufera pas a 
vos inftances unies cette demande, qui eft ft jufte et fi bien fondee, et qui ne 
manquera pas d’arreter les precedes ties imperiaux a l’egard du Meclenbourg, 
pourvu que la France y parle d’un ton convenable, comme garante des trait- 
tes de Weftphalie. Le roy fe repofe beaucoup fur votre concurrence dans 
cette affaire importante, ne doutant pas que vous ne foyes preft a vous joindre 
dans toutes les mefures neceffaires a empecher les entreprifes de la cour de 
Vienne dans le Meclenbourg. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

(April 13, 1729.) YOUR majefty will pardon the liberty I take in hum- Townfhend 
bly fubmitting to your confideration, the inclofed paper which contains what I ^ a P ers * 
think will be proper to be written to Mr. Walpole upon the fubjefit of the 
letters which came lately from Berlin. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Like this letter very well, and it may go by a meffenger to-morrow, when 
the reft of the difpatches are ready. 


Endorfed 
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Endorfed—“ Lord Townfheni to the king , and his maje/ly’s commands” 

’ jgEING under great anxiety upon the prefent fituation of affairs, I have not 
been able to forbear putting my thoughts together, which I here fubmitt to 
your majefty, with utmoft duty and humility, 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Have read over with great attention your opinion about the prefent fitua- 
lion of our affairs. You know I have a great while ago been uneafy to fee 
them drawn into fuch a length. You can remember, I very often wifli’d to 
have a time fixt, by which every thing Ihould be fettled, and in cafe of a re- 
fufal, to force our enemies to it. I am entirely of opinion the cardinal 
fhould be prefs’d to take thefe refolutions, and to execute them with vigour, 
and all poffible means fhould be us’d to perfuade him to do it, without which 
nobody can forefee the confequences of this next feffion, and what influence the 
dilaffefled may have in this parliament. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

'P'HE inclofed account of what paffed yefterday in the conference I had 
with the count Kinfki, I propofe to fend if your majefty approves of it, 
to the duke of Newcaftle and to Mr. Walpole, and lord Waldegrave in 
confidence'. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 

IT will be very right to fend this account to thofe abovementioned, and I 
don’t know whether it might not even be communicated to lord Chefterfield, 
for to lett the penfionary and Greffier know the behaviour of the court of 
Vienna. 

LORD TOWNSHENd’s CONFERENCE WITH COUNT KINSKI. 

Sent to the king, and endorfed—“ Account of what -paffed in a converfaiion 
between count Kinfki and lord Towifhend on Sunday the 8—1 g th of jfune t 
1729, being the day after the count’s arrival at Hanover 

(^OUNT Kinfki arrived here yefterday about noon, and this morning made 
me a vifit. He began, after the ufual compliments, to tell me, I was 

without 
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without doubt informed of what had pafled in England between him and fir Period IV. 
Robert Walpole, but that he fuppofed the ftate of affairs was now fo much \ 7 2 7 tol 7 i°' 
changed by what had pafled of late between his majefty, France, and Spain, 
that what he had to fay, would be out of feafon. I told him I did not well 
know what he meant, but could aflure him the king had made no propofition 
to Spain, but jointly and in concert with his allies, and that nothing had been 
as yet propofed to that crown, but what was perfeftly agreeable to the quad¬ 
ruple alliance, the preliminary articles, and even to the provifional treaty, 
and that as yet we had not received an anfwer to the letters fent by the cou¬ 
rier Banieres. Upon my faying this to him, he anfwer’d, that he was glad to 
hear matters had gone no farther; that by the letters he had received, he found 
his court ftill doubted of our fincerity as to renewing of the antient friend- 
flrip with his imperial majefty. That as to myfelf in particular, the part I 
afted in parliament, as well as every where elfe, gave them reafon to fufpeft 
my intentions as to them; and that their advices from foreign minifters refiding 
in England, confirmed them in thofe apprebenfions. That, however, his court 
had, upon his reprefentations, given him full powers to tranfaft with me, but 
that I muft in the firft place enable him to fay, that I thought this place more 
proper than the congrefs, or the court of France, for adjufting all matters in 
difpute between our courts. To this laft, I anfwer’d, that I was by no means 
a proper judge of that, and therefore could not fay I was of that opinion; for to 
be able to know at what court the negotiation might be carried on with the 
greateft profpeft of fuccefs, one muft be previoufly informed, in which of 
them the emperor and his minifters placed the greateft confidence; that the 
negotiations had hitherto been carried on by the entrcmifc of the cardinal, and 
the king my matter was entirely fatisfied with the condufl; of his eminence, 
and therefore would not be brought to take any ftep towards taking it out of 
his hands; that the king would do no one thing without the privity and con¬ 
currence of France and the ftates, but that if he, count Kinlki, had any thing 
to propofe to me, I could affure him, no ufe fhould be made of it againft the 
emperor: but that, in cafe it was fuch as the king my mafter thought might 
conduce towards eftablifhing the publick peace, he would acquaint his allies 
with it; and if it fhould happen to be fuch as, in the king’s opinion, would not 
tend towards this defirable end, whatever he might fay fhould remain as en¬ 
tirely a lecret as if he had never mention’d it. He then faid he had nothing 
to propofe on the part of the emperor, but had full poweis to fettle and agree 
vol. xi. part ix. 3 v things 
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Period IV. things jointly with me, and even to fign the provifional treaty, provided other 
1727to 1730 . mat ter S might be explain’d between us at the fame time; and that he thought 
we fhould begin with the difputes that fubfifted between us and Spain, and 
with what related to the fucceffion of don Carlos; that as to the difputes be¬ 
tween the emperor and the king as eleQor, they might be fettled after thofb 
relating to England were adjufted. To this I anfwer’d, that the quadruple 
alliance, which was confirmed by the preliminary articles, and by the project of 
the provifional treaty, and which the emperor himfelf had made, as it were, 
the bafis and foundation of the treaty of Vienna, had fufficiently regulated the 
meafures to be taken for the fuccefiion of don Carlos. He faid, in a very 
broken and unintelligible manner, that the emperor was not bound to ftand by 
the quadruple alliance upon any other account than as it was confirmed by the 
treaty of Vienna; but I hope I convinced him he was in an error as to this 
point. Upon the whole, -I told him that I was perfuaded his majefty would 
Freely and candidly open his fentiments to him upon whatever points he 
. thought fit to propofe, but that his majefty could neither propofe nor agree to 
any thing on his part without firft confulting the cardinal and the penfionary. 
That I fhould be ready to give him his majefty’s thoughts in writing to what¬ 
ever he fhould fuggeft to me in the fame manner; that by taking this method, 
all miftakes might be avoided; but he did not deem to relifh this. And by his 
whole behavior, I am perfuaded, that the hint lord Chefterfield gave of his 
having received orders, whilft at the Hague, not to open himfelf any farther, 
is founded; that he will difpatch a courier from hence with what pafs’d here, 
and ftay till he hears from Vienna, before he fays any more. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Townlhend (OSober 5, 1729.) I Send your majefty inclofed the draught of an 
Papers. an f wer which I have prepared to Mr. Dubourgay’s difpatch, in which he fent 
the plan of accommodation deliver’d to him by Mr. Knyphaufen, together 
with feme remarks which I have made upon the faid plan, in my own name. 
For as I can’t think it at all right, that your majefty fhould declare yourfelf 
upon this affair, during the prefent difpolitions of the court of Pruffia; as 
this letter and remarks are fuppos’d to contain my particular fentiments only, 
and to be written without your majefty’s privity, and your majefty will have 
this advantage from them, that you will be inform’d of the real intentions of 

the 
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the court of Pruffia, without having engaged yourfelf to any thing. I flatter Period IV. 
tnyfelf that the ufe I have made of Mr. Knyphaufen’s notion concerning 73 ° * 

guaranty of Sweden and Denmark, and what I have grafted upon that propo- 
fal, may, if it .be accepted by the court of Pruffia (confidering the great in¬ 
clination of the. Swedes to fee themfelves again matters of Stetin, and what 
they have loft in Pomerania, and confidering the hank your majefty has upon 
Denmark with regard to the affair of Slefwick) facilitate any views your ma¬ 
jefty may have upon any part of the country of Mecklenburg. I fend your 
majefty likewife inclofed a letter from count Plettemberg, in which he defires 
the ufe of your majefty’s houfe at Ofnabrug for the eleftor his mafter. 

I fend your majefty the letter to monfieur Chavigny, that your majefty 
may fee whether the alteration which I have made in the [article concerning 
Mecklembourg be to your fatisfaftion. If your majefty does not approve of 
it, that part of the paragraph may be entirely left out, in the manner that your 
majefty will find it mark’d in the inclofed. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

IN the letter to Chavigny, I believe it will be better to leave out the whole 
paragraff, as you ftruk it out. As to the defire of count Plettenburgh of my 
houfe for the ele6tor.of Cologne, I am very willing to make him the compli¬ 
ment of it. But as to the anfwer to the propofols that Knyphaufen has 
made, I think there is feveral points about which I muft fpeack to you, before 
it goes. I believe the rights of the princes of the empire are not enough pre- 
ferved, and as to the match, tho’ I fhould be very glad to take care of the 
^prince of Pruffia* in cafe he fhould take his refuge to me, I am not willing 
to have it made a condition of the marriage, that I fhould maintain him. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

(Auguft 20-31, 1729.) MY lord Waldegrave coming to me juft as I was Townfliend 
difpatching monfieur Dubourgay’s fervant with the letter I fent your majefty ^ a P crs ‘ 
this morning, and my lord having read Mr. Dubourgay’s letter to me, which 

* Afterwards Frederick the fecond. He was defirous of marrying the princefs Amelia, but 
the king his father infilled on his marrying the princefs of Bevern. With a view to avoid this 
marriage, and to efpoufe the princefs Amelia, he propofed efcaping from Pruffia, and taking re- 
iage in England. 

lay 
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Period IV. lay upon my table, to which mine was an anfwer, feem’d very uneafy and ex- 
7 27 to prefs’d a good deal of concern, faying he very much apprehended that Knip- 
haufen having undertaken to get this difpute referred to two princes (the 
landgrave of Helfe, and the duke of Wolfenbuttel) who were known to be in 
fuch ftrift friendfhip, and under fuch clofe engagements to your majefty, your 
majefty *s refuGng fuch an arbitration would occafion great difcontents in Eng¬ 
land, and would be attended with very ill confequences there, fhould your 
majefty be forced to fend for any affiftance from thence; and that the more 
your majefty appeared to be in the right, as to the prefent difpute, the lefs 
reafon, they will fay, there was for your majefty to refufe the arbitration of the 
two princes known to be fo much your friends. What fell from my lord 
Waldegrave upon this occafion, had fo much weight with me, that I thought it 
my duty to delay fending the anfwer till I had acquainted your majefty with 
bis fentiments upon it, being in my own opinion convinced that there is great 
reafon in what his lordflup faid. I fend your majefty the fame rough draught, 
which I took the liberty to lay before you this morning, with thofe places 
marked, which muft be altered, in cafe your majefty fhould approve lord 
Waldegrave’s way of thinking. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

TO fhew the world, that I am willing to do every thing that is reafonable- 
on this occafion, I confent this letter fhould be fent, but at the fame time, care 
fhould be taken, that I may have an anfwer foon; for the moment this matter 
is quite over, I intend to write to England for my yachts, which I lhall not do,, 
as long as there is any appearance of difturbances here., 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

& 

Townihend (December 8, 1729.) I Was laft night with the French ambaflador, and 
Papers. reac j t ^ e letter which I had drawn by your majefty's order to him. I never 
faw him fo uneafy, and fo much out of temper in my life. He complained of 
the article relating to the eleftor of Mentz, as not being explicit enough, and 
defir’d it might be alter'd in the manner I have done in the inclofed paper. 

All that I could lay to him about the article relating to the fubfidies, could 
not appeafe him; and finding I would not fay any thing more to him on that 
head, than what was contained in my letter, he told me, he muft defire ant 

audience 
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audience of your majefty this morning. I have therefore drawn up a paper. Period IV. 
•which I have communicated to monfieur Hatorf, and which I fubmit to your ^ 7 2 7 t0I 73 ^ » 
majefty, as the fubftanceof what your majefty may fay to him at his audience, 
and order me afterwards to give to him in writing, for the avoiding of miftakes. 

Your majefty will fee that I have not touch’d upon the fubfidies, thinking 
the turn to be given to that matter, had better be done by your majefty as in 
confidence to him, that your majefty feeing the impoflibility of complying with 
what France defires on this head, either out of the money arifing from the civil 
lift, or of even getting it from the parliament, had fent to Hanover to know 
what could be done there, and that you expecled an anfwer either the latter 
end of this week or the beginning of next; and that it was impoflible for you 
to fay any thing decifive on that point, till you had received the informadon 
you had fent for from your treafury there, your majefty having made it the 
rule of your life, not to enter into any engagements without being previoufly 
fure of being in a condidon to make them good. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Am very forry count Broglio would not be fatisfyed with the reafons you 
gave him, as to what relates to fubfidies being given from Hannover: it is a 
thing not to be done, it would be a very ill precedent, and I told count Brog¬ 
lio already, when he made me fuch a propofal in his laft audience, that it was 
with great difficultys, and a great charge to the country, I could keep up my 
own troops, and it would not, I believed, be required of me to difband my 
own troops to keep ftrangers. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

(December 8, 1729.) I Am under the greateft concern to fee that your Townfhenef 
majefty fhould imagine from- what I wrote, that I- had the leaft thought of Papers, 
your majefty’s engaging to count Broglio, that you would pay the fubfidys for 
Hanover. What I propos’d for your majefty to fay to him, was not defign’d 
by me or monfieur Hattorff, to lay your majefty under any obligation of that 
nature, but was only, as we both thought, the moft proper expedient, and' 
fuch a one as cannot poffibly be attended with any inconvenience, for gaining 
your majefty a fortnight’s time before you returned a pofitive anfwer, which 
delay is, in our opinions, of the utmoft confequence to your majefty’s affairs 
at this critical jun&ure. All which is humbly fubmitted to your majefty. 

LORD 
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Period IV. LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

1727 to 1730. 

'- «— J (February 8, 1729-30.) THE inclofed is the draught of my letter to 

T papm nd Mr. Dubourgay. I have fhewn it to Villa, who thinks nothing elfe will be 
neceffary, but that her majefty fhould be gracioully pleafed to write a letter to 
the queen of Pruffia upon her illnefs, confining it to that fubjeft, and not 
taking any notice of any thing that the king has done, or of the hard ufage 
which either her Pruffian majefty, or the prince royal has met with. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

THOUGH I am very much affraid, that my fending fomebody to Berlin, 
will give fufpicion both to France and Spain, and that this ftep will prove 
ufelefs even with the king of Pruffia himfelf, and will only make him more 
violent, and think himfelf more important and of greater confequence, I will 
for this time, condefcend to it, but for the laft time of all. The queen will 
write in the terms you propofe. Hotham muft be told that his commiffion is 
to laft but two or three months, that he is to hear, but take all what is fay’d 
or offer’d ad referendum. He muft not yield to any impertinent propofal, 
allways aft with vigour and fpirit, and declare from the beginning that he is 
to ftay but a fhort wile there. He muft be cautious in not trufting du Bour- 
gay in any thing, try as much as he can to gain the prince royal, and allure 
him of all my endeavours toaffift him. You will order his private inftruc- 
tion to be drawn in this way, and I intend to fpeak to him myfelf in private 
before his journey, to tell him what may he omitted here. I defire you to 
have three or four different cyphers prepared for him, that he may not fo 
eafily be difcovered, which he muft; upon no account communicate to du 
Bourgay. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Townfliend ^JPON receiving your majefty’s fentiments upon the remarks I fent you 
$ laft night, monlieur Hattorf and I have review’d both this morning and 

laft night the faid paper of remarks, and are both of opinion that your majefty’s 
obfervations upon them are very juft, and that they are deficient in the feveral 
points your majefty mentions, and I take the liberty to tranfinitt to your ma¬ 
jefty a paper of additions to be made to the faid remarks, which we hope will 
anfwer your majefty’s views in every particular. 


THE 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. . 535 

THE KING IN REPLY. Period IV. 

t . . 1727 to 1730. 

I Think with the alteration I have made, this article may'pafs; but in re- L * 

lation to the fucceflion of Juliers, if I fhould give any promis to the king of 
Pruffia, I {hall loofe entirely the hopes of getting the four ele&ors of the Pa¬ 
latine family, which will be of much more confequence to me than the other. 

So it is impoffible to flatter him of my being either neutral, or favouring his 
pretenfions. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

(February 8, 1729-30.) I Take the liberty to lay before your majefty Townfhend 
with the greateft fubmiffion, what, in my opinion, may be proper to be written Papers, 
to Mr. Poyntz, and to the penfionary, with regard to your majefty’s intention 
of fending fir Charles Hotham to the court of Berlin. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Believe it is very neceflary to communicate to the penfionary and cardinal, 

Hotham’s commiflion, as far as it relates to the ill ufage of my fitter, * but as 
yet no mention fhould be made as to the marriages, it beeng very diftant and 
uncertain, and France wifliing as much to hinder them as the emperor himfelf. 

It will be better, whenever he will be there, and propofals are made to him, 
to communicate them at fuch a time, that it may not feem, that I am to be led 
as they pleafe, whenever they have a mind to it. Befides in the way this per- 
fon has been fent, it will allways be in the power of thofe who have fent him, to 
difavow him as they have done laft fummer du Bourgay. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

(February 19, 1729-30.) THERE being a caufe relating to the magif- Townfhend 
tracy of a burgh in Scotland, upon which the whig intereft, as to all future elec- ** a P ers * 
tions there depended, I thought it for your majefty’s fervice to go to thehoufe, 
which prevented my waiting on your majefty this morning. However, I ac¬ 
quainted the duke of Newcaftle with my fentiments upon lord Harrington’s 
inftru&ions. I beg to have your majefty’s orders upon Mr. Dubourgay’s 

* Dorothy, wife of Frederick William the firft, king of Pruffia. 

letter. 
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PeriodIV. letter, and to know whether it is not your pleafure, that I fhould fend him pa- 
1727101730 .^.^ or( j ers tQ g et t ] ie declaration on the part of France made to the king of 
Pruffia affoon as his Pruffian- majefty returns from Drefden. 

I have fpoke to feveral lords about the bill relating to penfions, and find 
them all zealous againft it; but they do infift that it fhould be oppofed in the 
houfe of commons, alledging, that fince it relates intirely to the members of 
that houfe, our friends there ought to fhew the utmoft diflike to it, in order to 
juftify the lords in throwing it out; and the lords I have fpoke to, affine me 
they will, in that cafe, join heartily, fhould it pafs the commons, in throwing it 
out of our houfe at the firft reading. 

I fend your majefty herewith the draught of a letter in anfwer to that I re¬ 
ceived from Mr. Wodward this morning. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Have no objection about the time of the declaration of the French fecre- 
tary’s to the king of Pruffia. I approve very well of the letter to Wood¬ 
ward. I am glad to find the lords zellous againft the bill that is comming 
from the houfe of commons. If there is a poffibility or likelihood of throw¬ 
ing it out, I am of opinion, to have it oppofed there, but if there fliould be no 
hopes of it, it would certainly fix thofe who are for it againft us in other 
points, and they muft be as little ufed to it as poffible. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Send your majefty a copy of a letter, which is juft now decyphered, from 
monfieur Chauvelin to count Broglie; and humbly fubmitt it to your majefty, 
whether it might not be fent to Mr. Walpole, in a letter from Mr. de la Faye, 
a copy of which I alfo inclofe; and whether another copy fhould not be given 
to my lord Chefterfield, to fend to the penfionary, that he may fee how averfe 
the French are, to the giving a guaranty of the emperor’s fucceffion; and that 
therefore what your majefty propofes, is all that can he done at prefent. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

THE intercepted letter you fent me, is of the utmoft importance. The 
letter de la Faye is to write to the ambaffadors is very proper, as well as your 
thougth of fending a copy of the intercepted one by lord Chefterfield to the 
penfionary. In the main, I am very glad to fee things come to this pafs, that 

France 


Townihend T 
Papers. -*• 
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France muft court England, after the long time we have been in the fame con- Period iv. 
dition towards them. 17^7 to 1730 . 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

D R - Willis has juft deciphered, and brought me the inclofed letter, which, Townfhend 
notwithftanding the affe&ed obfcurity in fome parts of it, is moil certainly Pa P ers * 
from Seckendorff. 

The bill concerning places and penlions, being to be brought up to the houfe 
of lords, I flhall be obliged to be there early in the morning. As we expected to 
have had it yefterday, I thought it neceffary to attend then, and was by that 
prevented from having the honour of waiting upon your majefty. Sir Ro¬ 
bert Walpole and the other members of the houfe of commons, who were at 
the meeting at my houfe, together with the lords, the night before laft, were of 
opinion that we ought to let it be read the firft time, and endeavour to throw 
it out at the fecond reading. We have therefore agreed upon this method of 
proceeding, and I ihall accordingly endeavour to get the fecond reading of it 
appointed for to-morrow,* and then to throw it out. 

THE KING IN REPLY". 

THE letter you fent me is not From Seckendorff, but from the prince of 
Bevern. As to this villainous bill, I have feen a great many lords who are all 
zealoufly againft it, in every part of it. I don’t doubt but you will tear it to 
pieces in every particular, not only in relation to the gratuities, but alfo to the 
oths, and penfions, knowing very well, that if all the different claufes of it are 
abufed and run down, the commons won’t attempt it another time; and the 
fooner it is thrown out the better. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

J Have ordered Mr. Tilfon to fend this privately by the meffenger that goes TownfhenJ 
to France to-morrow, if your majefty approves of it. Papers, 

* The penfion bill was thrown out on the fecond reading on the zoth of March, 1730, 

.which fixes the date of this note. 
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* Duke of 
Wolfenbut- 

tel. 


Townfliend 

Papers. 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

THIS letter is as I could wiih it. You have feen by du Bourgay’s lette 
how the king of Pruffia puts himfelf in readinefs for an attack. You will toe 
have taken notice of what Woodward writes as to the furprife of a town whid 
can be no other than Brunfvic. I faw-Mr. Horace Walpole, and he told mi 
he had feen this letter, and he is to make ufe of this as of an argument to brin| 
the cardinal to give me the guarantie I have delired of him. This thing nettle 
me a good deal. The Pruffians can be at this place in two days march. Then 
is but four battalions to guard it, which, with the want of fortifications, whicl 
are not altogether finifh’d, make it very liable to be furprifed. Should thi 
D. of W.* be informed of this, and he defire any troops for his affiftance, i 
would be impoffible to ftay for an anfwer from France, nor right for me to re- 
fufe him, both as to my own fecurity, and to the engagements I am under tc 
the duke. So that every way I fhall be now under difficulties, except France 
gives me very foon apofitive declaration, and I fee my troops in poffeffion 0: 
that town. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

YOUR majefty has feen that.I intended to fend Mr. Dubourgay’s.letter tc 
Mr. Poyntz, but only for his private information; my view being at pre- 
fent to bring the cardinal into the forming of a plan for your majefty’s fecu¬ 
rity, under the notion of doing it for the fecurity of the Dutch, and for keep¬ 
ing them attached to the allyance; and when the cardinal has confented to 
form fuch a plan, then I humbly think it may be a proper time to take par¬ 
ticular care of what your majefty mentions, and to urge thefe advices as a 
ftrong argument for providing againft any attack upon your majefty’s domi¬ 
nions in Germany, and therefore with humble fubmiffion I offer it to your 
majefty, whether Mr. Walpole fhould at prefent make ufe of that argument to 
the cardinal. In the mean time if the advices mentioned by Mr. Woodward 
come confirmed, your majefty may make good ufe of them with the duke of 
Wolfenbuttel. 


THE KING IN REPLY. 


WHAT made me fpeak to Walpole upon this fubjeft, and wifhing it may 
be done now is, becaufe, if fuch a furprife fhould be intended, the winter will 

be 
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be a proper time for it, becaufe of the froft. And fhould this be delay’d, a P««od IV. 
great deal of time may be loft, particularly -when I confider the flownefs and ? 727 *” 173 ? * 
irrefolution of the cardinal, who is' allways prepoffeffed againft any thing that 
looks like war, and who has Chauvelin about him, who is allways willing to 
Hop any thing that is for my advantage. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING, 

difpatch I have prepared to be fent to the penfionary this night, if Townfliemi 
your majefty approves of it. Papers. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

THIS letter is writ in the beft {tile in the world, and hope will have a very 
good effect. I with you would only add a word, of the fatisfaction I have 
about the declaration the penfionary has made about Bremen and Verden, 
and deli re him to be fteady in this point, as well as thofe relating to this king¬ 
dom, which you have reprefented very ftronglv to him. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

*JpHE inclofed is a petition from Hyam the, Jew, who was condemned at Sydney 
Kingfton, for clipping and diminifhing broad pieces of gold. As the man P a P CTS » 
is to be executed this morning, I thought it my duty to lay this petition before 
your majefty affoon as poffible. The crime for which this perfon is con¬ 
demned is of fo heinous a nature, that I believe your majefty will think pro¬ 
per to let the law take its courfe in this cafe. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

THE ill confequences of this crime are fo bad, that I am of opinion itde- 
ferves no mercy. 


L6RD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

r J' 1 HE inclofed are draughts of two letters to lord Waldegrave. In cafe Townlhend 
your majefty approves of them, I will have the oftenfible one putt into * >a P ers ‘ 
French, that there may be no miftake in tranflating it. 


3 z s> 
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Peiloarv. THE KING IN REPLY. 

1727 to 1730. 

>— y — ' I Like thefe letters very well, with a fmal alteration that you will find i 

one of them. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Harrington T Am humbly of opinion that the inclofed letter* ought to be lent to you 

p aDers x * 

* ' majefty’s plenipotentiarys at Paris, to be communicated to the cardinal,, nc 

as intelligence to which your majefty gives any credit, or to which you flioul 

be averfe, if it were true; but only that his eminence may be acquainted wit 

the reports that are fpread. Your plenipotentiarys lhould take this occafio 

of founding the cardinal’s fentiments as to the king of Poland, and how far h 

thinks it might be of ufe to gain him ; and whether king Staniflaus’s preten 

lions to the crown of Poland have not fo much weight in France, as to mak 

all thoughts of bringing the prefent king of Poland into the intereft of the tw< 

crowns imprafticable.- 

I am likewife humbly of opinion, that the plan of operations ought to b 
fettled previous to all other deliberations j and that your minifters at Pari 
ought to infift upon this in the ftrongeft manner; and that the fettling the fai 
plan ought to be made the condition of your majefty’s complying with the al 
teration defired by the French in the fecret declaration to be given about Ber 
and Juliers. It is not pretended by the French, that this declaration can b 
ligned by your majefty, till the treaty with the four eleftors is concluded 
Could your majefty get the plan of operations fettled, I am intirely of opi 
nion, that this Angle ftep would free you from all your prefent difficultys 
and your minifters will have the afliilance of thofe of Spain towards makin, 
the cardinal aft a right part as to this particular of the operations. I an 
firmly perfuaded, that upon the firft news of this plan being fixed, the king 0 
Pruffia would fubmit, and will not wait ’till the declaration propofed be mad 
to him, and when the emperor fhall have loft him, and fhall fee your majeft; 
and your allys in a condition to make good their engagements, he will think i 
agreeable to his honor as well as to his intereft, to accept of any declaration 
that fhall be made him in the name of your majefty and your allies. 

• Referred to in the duke of Newcaftle’s letter to lord Harrington of March 24—April 4 
1729-30. 

Bi 
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But if your majefty fuffers the negotiation for forming the plan, and that of Period IV. 
the declaration to go hand in hand, I very much fear that confidering the tem- t017 3 ° * 

per and difpofition of the cardinal, as well as of the Dutch, no plan of opera¬ 
tions will be formed,* and in that cafe any declaration to be made at Vienna, 
will rather be infulted than agreed to. And your majefty will be next year 
at the meeting of the parliament under the fame difficulties you at prelent la¬ 
bour, not only with regard to Pruffia, but likewife in regard to the affairs in 
general, and one may ealily forefee the evils that muft attend fuch a lituation. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Agree with you in every thing contained in this letter, and defire you to 
communicate your opinion either to the duke of Newcaftle or Horace Wal¬ 
pole, that the inftrutiions to the ambaffadors may be fent according to your 
©pinion. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

^OUNT Broglie having chofen rather to fend an exprefs with his laft let- TownlhemE 
ters, than to write by the pofti I very much fear he may not have made a * >a P- r3 '- 
true report of what paffed between us. Therefore, as I am to fee Chamorel 
to-morrow morning, I mod humbly fubmit it to your majefty, whether I 
fhould not communicate to him the anfwer I gave to count Broglie, and en¬ 
deavour to induce him to tranlmit it to his court. 

THE KING IN REPLY. 

I Believe it will be very right to inform Chamorel, of what pafs’d between 
you and count Broglio, upon this fubjeti, that he may give a true account to 
his court.. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Endorfed 6 May, 1730—“ Account of conference -with count Broglio. ,T 

'J’HE caufe in the houfe of lords went this day in favour of the proteftant Townfhend’ 
intereft in Ireland, without one'di(Tenting voice. * 

Monfieur Broglie has been with me, and communicated to me the letter he 
received from Chauvelin. I told him that I was extremely furprifed at monfieur 

Chauvelin’s writing him fuch a letter, and that I was perfuaded your majefty 
. would 
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IV. would be fo when I Ihould acquaint you with the contents of it; that your ma- 
IlfJ’jelly’s conduft had not deferred either the reproaches, or the infinuations con¬ 
tained in that letter; that if we were to compute the expcnce of fleets and 
arrays, your majefty had born at leaft your full lhare of it ever lince the Ha¬ 
nover alliance, and that your majefty’s ready complyance with the quota pro- 
pofed by the minifters of France and Spain, mull convince the cardinal and 
garde des Sceaux, that you were ftill in the fame intentions of doing all that 
could reafonably be expected from you; that your majefty never made their 
agreeing to the particular plan of the year 1727, the condition of your con Tent¬ 
ing to leave out the words " euffi lien que” in the treaty with the four debtors, 
but that your majefty did indeed infill upon having either that, or fome other 
plan of operations fettled, becaufe that being previoufly done, your majefty 
could better judge of what ufe or fervice the four eleQiors could be to the two 
crowns. That your majefty, by infilling to have a body of French troops ready 
to come to your afiiftance, in cafe your German dominions were attacked, 
could not be fuppofed to intend to leave the defence of tliofc countrys wholly 
upon France; that the garde des Sceaux mull be very well acquainted that 
your majefty has in thofe countrys and in the neighbourhood full two and thirty 
thoufand men ready to march; but as thofe countrys arc open and expofed, and 
as the emperor, and perhaps the king of Prufiia, might out of revenge, in cafe 
of a war, fall with a great part of their forces upon thofe dominions, your raa- 
jefly might infill upon it, not as a favour, but as a right and jufticc clue to 
you, that France Ihould keep a body of men ready to march to your 
afiiftance. * 

I concluded with telling him that this letter of Chauvelin’s feemedto me to 
be calculated to let us fee that France was determined not to enter into a war 
in fupport of the engagements taken by the treaty of Seville, or, in cafe they 
Ihould be prevailed upon by Spain to engage in a war, to burthen your majefty 
with fo great a proportion of the expences, that it would be impofiible for you 
to fupport them. That your majefty was determined to do all that could rea¬ 
fonably be expefted from you towards fupporting your engagements, but if 
France thought fit to infill, in any projeH that might be formed, upon laying 
a greater load upon your majefty, either in troops or money, than you could 
bear, it would be their fault, and not your majefty’s, if nothing were done, 
and the affairs of the allies of Seville, run into confufion. JVIonfieur Brog¬ 
lie agreed with me in every thing I had laid, and to convince me that be had 

not 
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not given occafxon by any thing he had written to the garde des Sceaux’s Period IV. 
writing him a letter in fuch terms and ftyle, he {hewed me his two letters, to i I 7 2 7 tol 73 o » 
which this was in anfwer, and I promis’d him at parting, that I would acquaint i-jzf. 
your majefty with all that had paffeck 


1727. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

Rumour that lord Chefierfield is to fiicceed. him at Paris, and be appointee? 
fecretary of fate.—Thinks him improper to fill the emlajfy in France.— 
Recommends lord Waldegrave for that fiation. 

DEAR BROTHER, Paris, Auguft 9, 1727, 

J Am infinitely obliged to you for your letter of the 25 paft O. S. with foe Walpole 
clear and fuccinSt account of matters, in which I think you have {hewn all P a P ers - 
imaginable prudence and addrefs, it is certain that you mud continue to go Private. 
on in the fame .way, and I hope a little time will render your bufinefs' more 
eafy, and not fo dangerous to your health, which is the cheif thing you fhould 
be attentive to. 

It is already in the Dutch prints that lord Chefierfield is to come hither, which 
together with what his lordlhip publifhes abroad himfelfe, will, I fuppofe, make 
the cardinal afk me a thoufand queftions about his temper, views, and princi¬ 
ples, which will be difficult to anfwer, confidering he will hand in the eye of 
the world, as the perfon defigned by his majelly to be hereafter fecretary of 
ftate. His thoughts of coming hither, I muft own, puts me under a great 
dilemma; becaufe although asfoon as the great affairs of Europe are fettled, I 
{hall be defirous of returning home; yet I am fure he is the mod improper per¬ 
fon, if I rightly know him, to fucceed me, upon a foot of having that confidence 
which is between the cardinal and me, and which is abfolutely neceffary to be 
maintained even after I leave this embaffy. I moll: earneftly defire you will 
continue from time to time to inform me of matters as what will be neceffary 
for me to putt things in a proper light, againft the various furmifes that are fent 
from England or made here. 


P. S. 



544 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period IW p. s. Lord Waldegrave is indeed defigned for Vienna, and I think mud 

1727101730 .^^ t hj t h er as f oon as W e hear from Spain; but his temper and prudence 
1727. would doe extreamely well at this court, as it is conftituted at prefent. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO SIR R 023 ERT WALPOLE. 


Hints that lord, Chejlerfield would be appointed Jeeretary of /late.—The car - 
dinal’s concern at lord, Townjhend's illnefs , and mentions the difficulty of 
replacing him. 


Walpole 

Papers. 

Private* 


DEAR BROTHER, Fontainbleau, November ir, 1747. 

M R - Robinfon, the fecretary of the embaffy has read to me a paragraph in 
a letter from his eldeft brother, who tells him that a friend of his who 
knows well the flotation at court in England, has lett him know, that if lord 
Chefterfield fhould go abroad, and particularly to France, it is in order to be 
fecretary of ftate, in which cafe, he, Mr. Robinfon the fecretary, mull ferve 
under his lordlhip, fuppofing he can contrive to doe it handfomly with regard 
to others. As I feem’d to Mr. Robinfon to take little notice of it, I did not 
aflt him many queftions about it, nor defire him to read it to me a fecond time. 
But as this letter is lately received, I thought it might be worth your knowledge, 
not upon my account, becaufe you know how indifferent I am grown to all 
fervice; but it is poffible poor lord Townfliend’s ftate of health may have 
given occafion for new caballs among the ambitious. I hope his lordfhip is 
not fo bad, as I find the ordinary letters make him, becaufe you have never 
mentioned it to me; but few people that write about him, think he can gett 
over his illnefs. Should any thing happen, the replacing of him will be of 
vaft confequence to the management of affairs at home, as well as to the creditt 
and influence of the government among the foreign powers. I can allure you 
the cardinal! mentioned it to me this morning with the greateft concern, but I 
comforted him, by telling him that I did not doubt but his lordfhip would re¬ 
cover, tho* I can’t fay that he agreed with me in that opinion. I am. See. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


545 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO THE HON. THOMAS TOWNSHEND. PeriodIV.... 

1727 to 1730. 

Condoles with him on lord TownJJiend’s danger. '- 

1728. 

DEAR TOMMY', Houghton, Thurfday 1 z o’clock, 

J Suffer too much on account of poor lord Townlhend to know any fatis- Sydney 
faftion in being at this diftance. I have now fent for horfes to meet me Fa P ers * 
on the road, which will bring me almoft as foon to town as if I did fett out to¬ 
morrow. I hope to be with you on Monday by noon. Surely that provi¬ 
dence or good fortune which has fo often, flood us in ftead, will once more in- 
terpofe and fave the man, without whom all muft fall to the ground. 

I would not prefage any ill tidings; but be affured, dear Tommy, that your 
own meritt and the meritt of being defcended from fuch a father, will fecure 
to you and all your unhappy family, whatever is, or can' ever poffibly be in 
my power, to foften, what nothing can repair, the Ioffe of fuch a father, friend, 
and Englilhman. But I will hope ftill, that this time of tryal is far diftant, and 
that it may be fo for reafons infinite, believe me, dear Tommy, is the moft 
ardent and moft fincere wilhes of your’s moft faithfully and affeblionately. 


1728. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

JnfruBs him to obtain the cardinal’s affent to the form of figning. — Meet¬ 
ing of the parliament.—General good will of the commons.—Acclamations 
of the people as the king went to the houfe. 

MY DEAR LORD, London, January 24, 1727—8, 

J Would not let Mr. Charters return to Paris without alluring your lordlhip Waldegravt 
of my fincere refpebls, altho’ I have no news to fend you, fince you will P a P ers * 
have been fo fully informed from the duke of Newcaftle by the meffenger 
that fet out laft night of all matters: I lhall ‘only add in confidence not to be 
mentioned in the difpatches; that your lordlhip Ihould ufe your utmoft ap¬ 
plication and intereft with the cardinall that the form lor figning the declara¬ 
tion tranfmitted from hence Ihould be followed, as being plain and Ample, and 
vol. 11. part 11. 4 a , making 
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Period IV* MY DEAR LORD, London, February 15, 1727—8; ©, $, 

1727 to173° . J Am honoured with your Iordfhip’s letter of the 18th inftant, N. S. and 
have feen what you write in your difpatches to the duke of Newcaftle, i 
Waldegrave the 18th and 21ft, and it is impoffible for me to exprefs how much his majefl 
Papers. an( j jjj s m inifl;ers are fatisfied with your lordfhip’s condu£l, at which I am nc 
at all furprized. -The uneafinefs of the French court about the pretende 
difficultys and delays in agreeing to the declaration on the part of his majefiy 
were' very groundlefs and unreafonable, and I find fome had worked up th 
cardinal- to great warmth upon it, for befides what he faid to your lordlhij 
he wrote a more ferious and ftranger letter to me than ever I received fror 
him, full at tire fame time of great compliments personally to me of which 
have taken proper notice in my anfwer, which I leave open for your lordlhip’ 
perufall; but you will not in delivering it or fending it to him take the lea: 
notice of it. You have likewife inclofed at the fame time another letter i 
anfwer to one which his eminence wrote to me upon a private affair. We ha 
yefterday in the’ committee of fupply a debate about continuing the Heffian 
another year in his majefty’s pay, which called me up, and altho’ the debat 
did not laft long, yett the oppofite party would come to a divifion, and we wer; 
280 againft 86, and I reckon that our difpute about foreign affairs is as goo* 
as over, and by what the king fayd to me this morning, I believe it will not b 
long before I Ihallhave the honour to fee you at Paris. I am, with the greatei 
affeQion and refpedl. 

' P. S. My compliments to marlhal Berwick, the dutchefs, and all their fa 
mily, and let them know that his majefty has agreed to make the ufual allow 
ance of bounty to lady Sophia Bulkeley; but the affair about allowing the Irifl 
regiments to be recruited in the manner propofed has mett with fome difficul 
tys on account of an a£t of parliament, but I am in fome hopes of over 
coming them. 

DE LA FAYE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Debate on the national debt. 

Waldegrave (Whitehall, February 22, 1727-8.) YESTERDAY as fir Robert Wal 
* Pa ? ers * pole was giving,'an account to the houfe of commons of the ftate of the finkin 
fund, he acquainted them that fince the year 1716, it had paid off of the na 
tion’s debts a certain fumm (I think fix millions and feven or eight hundred 

thou fan 
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houfand pounds) but that by the contra fling of new debts the debt of the Period IV. 
nation had upon the balance been leffened ("as I remember) about two millions * 7 2 7 tQ 1 73 ° - 
and half only. Mr. Pulteney anfwered him, and averred that the debt of the 1728. 
nation inftead of being at all leflened was greatly increafed fince 1716, and 
that tho’ he was not now prepared to prove it, he would undertake to do fo 
in two or three days, and put his reputation upon it. Sir Robert put his re¬ 
putation upon making out the truth of what he had advanced. In the debate 
mention having been made of the book publifht about a twelve month ago, as 
was thought by Mr. Pulteney’s direBion, called a State of the National 
Debt, fir Nathaniel Gold faid he had carefully examined that book, and would 
undertake to prove it .very fallacious. So it is expeBed there will on the next 
proper occafion be a formal debate upon this fubject; but fome fay they re¬ 
member that fome fuch challenge was formerly given by the fame gentleman, 
but not fupported. I am, See. 

GEORGE TILSON TO THE EARL OF WA 1 DEGRAVE. 

Debate on the fiate of the national debt. 

(Whitehall, March 7, 1727-8.) I Was glad that what my lord direBed me Waldegrave 
to write about the parliament was fo ufefull to your lordffiip. There was laft P a P ers > 
Monday a great battle in the houfe of commons, carryed with the ufual ma¬ 
jority of above 250 to go and odd; but it was a domeftick point; wherein 
our neighbours take no very great part. It was the difpute Mr. Pulteney 
raifed about the vaft increafe of our debt, more than was paid off by the fink¬ 
ing fund. It appeared clear to the houfe, that above fix millions had been paid 
off by that fund fince 1716. To day is appointed to debate the other part of 
the queftion, how many new debts are incurred fince that year; and it is ge¬ 
nerally faid, that it will be made plain, that with the debts properly faid to be 
contra&ed for fervices within that time, at leaf! two or three million will have 
been paid off. For the purchafing the long annuitys, the army debentures, 
and fuch deficiencys as have been provided for, are ftriBly fpeaking, debts 
contracted,before 1716. I fhall be very glad to fee this clearly determined, 
for ’twill flop the clamours of thofe who have all along been afferting that we 
run in debt continually; and that our finking fund does not fuffice to pay 
exceedings annually contra Bed; with other fuch general accufations, that, like 
throwing of dirt at random, ftick with many. 
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BE LA FAYE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 


- Period !V. 

1727101730. 

jj t x»s of the Jig-nature of the convention with Spain arrives in the midjl of & 
m . debate. 


1728. 


Waldegrave (Whitehall, March 11, 1727-8.) I Received this morning the honour of 
^ a £ ers * y 0ur lordfhip’s letter of the 6—17th inftant, which I put into my lord duke 
•of Newcaftle’s hands, who charged me with his bell and mod hearty compli¬ 
ments to you. Your lordlhip was very good in detaining Byneham from us as 
little as poflible. The poor man to do him juftice, performed his journey ex¬ 
ceedingly well, for on a computation (allowing him two days and half for his 
journey to Verfaitles, his wayting at Calais, and his paffage by fea) he was but 
eight days and half coming from Madrid hither. The news he brought, your 
lordlhip may believe, was not lefs acceptable here than at Verfailles; it proved, 
I dare fay, a more efficacious cordial to lord Townffiend than all that Grimes’s 
Ihop had afforded him, and it came very feafonably to fir Robert Walpole in 
the midft of a debate, and, as I have been told by fome that were prefent, 
made him go on with freffi fpirit and vigour. Your lordlhip will fee by the 
letters that go by this meffenger, which will probably reach you at Paris, that 
monfieur Penterridter threatens us with frelh difficultys at the congrefs: there 
toay be a little gafconade in his difcourfe; however, it furnilhes an argument, 
as your journey does an opportunity for endeavouring to prevail with the car¬ 
dinal to open his budget, and let us know what he thinks is farther to be done, 
and how tire allys are to proceed, which I hope will be in perfect concert to¬ 
gether, otherwife divide et impera will be the play of our antagonifts. I 
heartily wiffi your lordlhip a good journey and good fuccefs at Vienna, where 
I hope you will find the minifters more tra&able than they would have been 
to St. Saphorin, who will prove a.good foil to one that has none of thole fail¬ 
ings by which he had made himl’elf moll odious to that court, and had in a 
manner deftroy’d the ufe of thole ability's, and that knowledge, and experience 
which te mull be allowed to poffefs. I lhall be glad to hear of your fafe 
arrival there, and beg that I may ftill, tho’ not in your province, preferve 
' fome Chare in your favour, which I lhall always ftudy to deferve by being with 
the greatek ffncepty and refpedh 


SPEAKER 
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SPEAKER ONSLOW’S REMARKS ON VARIOUS PARTS OF Period iv. 
SIR ROBERT WALPOLE’S CONDUCT, AND ANECDOTES / 7 * 7 1° 1730. 
OF THE PRINCIPAL LEADERS OF THE OPPOSITION. 

Although fome of thefe remarks and anecdotes relate to the reigri of George 
the firfl, and others to the later periods of Walpole’s adminiftration, yet it 
was thought proper not to feparate them j but to print them as they were 
written,, in a continued narrative. 

CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

On the oppojition of Jir Robert Walpole to the peerage hill. 

W E have often heard of men who have left one party to joyn another. Onflow 
without any change of principle or inclination avowedly, and only to ^ a P ers " 
force the crown, by diftreffing the adminiftration in parliament to bring them- 
felves back to, or to obtain thofe feats of power they had loft or quitted, or 
fought after, and without defigning to continue any longer with their new 
friends than fhould be fufficient for that purpofe. A praflice that has tended 
more to corrupt and debafe the minds of men that ufe it, and to diftrefs and 
confound the affairs of the public than any other public evil this age has pro¬ 
duced. And however ftrange and offenfive fuch tergiverfations muft appear 
to men of ftrift minds, and of little acquaintance with the world (for to fuch 
only they can appear ftrange) yet there is nothing more certain than that by 
fome fatal darknefs of underftanding, or imbecility of heart, many perfons 
otherwife of great probity and honour, have fuffered themfelves to be made 
inftruments and fupports of thefe factions, and have been brought to believe 
(what is in truth the Common band of all party unions, and only juftifiable 
where the conftitution is really in danger, from the fettled plan of an admi¬ 
niftration for that plirpofe) that they might very honeftly a6t againft their con- 
fcience in particulars, in order in general to pull down one man they did not 
like, and to fet up another they did, nay to make it a point of honor and fide- . 
lity to their friends fo to do. 

Upon this foundation partly (I mean of diftreffing the adminiftration) I 
have reafon to think that Mr. Walpole (afterwards fir Robert) exerted himfelf 
fo eminently and effe&ually againft the bill to reftrain the making of peers. 

I have told you before the nature of this bill, and that it was much approved 
of by very many of the whiggs. What occafioned them to like it fo well. 
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’mod IV. was the recent memory of the extraordinary creation of twelve peers at once* 
>2/t01 73 °> anc [ c f a fudden, under theadminiftration of Mr. Harley, earl of Oxford, and 
lord treafurer, done as it w T as fuppofed, to fave him from fome difagreeable at- 
attack he expeded in the houfe of lords. It was, I remember, univerfally 
difapproved of, and by the whiggs fo much detefted that it was one of the 
principal fubjefts of their clamour againft him, and afterwards one of the ar¬ 
ticles of his impeachment. When this bill, therefore, which had the plaufi- 
blenefs of preventing fuch an abufe for the future was firft brought in, the 
oppofing of it looked fo like a contradiction in the whiggs to what they had 
faid and done on the former occafion, that it was thought by the malecontents 
to be too ftrong a point, and would be of too much reproach for them to fet 
themfelves againft (the lords among them perhaps fomewhat biafs’d by the ad¬ 
vantage the bill brought to their body) and at a meeting of the moft confider- 
able of them, it was the opinion of all except Mr. Walpole to give into it. 

But he diffented fo vehemently and paffionately to the fo doing, that after 
much altercation and heat they yielded to his oppofing it in the houfe of com¬ 
mons, or rather becaufe they found that he refolved to do it, whatever they had 
faid or ihould do upon it. He told them it was the moft maintainable point 
they could make a ftand upon in the houfe of commons again ft the miniftry. 
He was fure he could put it in fuch a light as to fire with indignation at it 
every independent commoner in England; and that he faw a fpirit rifing 
againft it among fome of the warmeft of the whigs that were country gentle¬ 
men, and not in other things averfe to the adminiftration. That the firft dif- 
covery of this to him was from what he overheard one Mr. * * * * member 
for * * * * * fay upon it; a plain country gentleman of about eighthundred 
pounds a year, of a rank equal only to that,- and with no expe&ations or 
views to himfelf beyond what his condition at that time gave him. But this 
perfon talking with another member about this bill, he faid with heat and fome 
oaths (which wasewhat Mr. Walpole overheard and catched at)—“ What 
ihall I confent to the (hutting the door upon my family ever coming into the 
houfe of lords!” This, Mr. Walpole told the company, ftruck him with con¬ 
viction, that the fame fentiment might eafily be made to run through the 
whole body of country gentlemen, be their eftates then what they would. 
And foil proved, to a very thorough defeat of the minifters in this inftance. 

His performance in this debate, I have heard, for I was not then come into 
parliament, was very great, and had as much of natural eloquence and of ge¬ 
nius 
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nius in it as had been heard by any of the audience within thofe walls. His Period IV. 
topics were popular, and made for thofe he hoped to bring over, from the i 1 7 2 7 t01 73 ° » 
ftory I have juft now told you. He talked of the honours of peerage as the Speaker 
conftitutional reward of great qualities and aftions only, in the fervice of the 
commonwealth, and to be kept open for that purpofe. That the ufual path to the 
temple ef honour, had been thro’ the temple of virtue; but by this bill it was now 
to be only thro * the fepulchre of a dead ancejlor , without merit or fame. In this 
{train he bore down every thing before him, even againft very able perform¬ 
ances by many very confiderable perfons who fpoke on the other fide of the 
queftion. 


ON OPPOSITION. CHAPTER II. 

Walpole’s conduB in the profecution of bifhop Atterbury.—Motives for laying a 
tax on papifts and non-jurors.—Impropriety of multiplying oaths.—Walpole’s 
art in confounding the tories with the Jacobites.—Anecdotes and characters of 
Daniel and William Pulteney—Sir William Wyndham—Sir John Barnard— 
Sir Jofeph Jekyll—Lords Carteret — Chejlerjield — Bolingbrokc. — Conclufton . 
—Obfervations on fir'Robert Walpole, 

^ Remarkable event happened at this time, 1722, which contributed very 
much to the fixing Mr. Walpole’s intereft and power then with the king, 
and manifefting frefh proofs of his abilities and ufefulnefs as a minifter. • It 
was the management of a difcovery made by the regent of France to the go¬ 
vernment here of a plot in favour of the pretender, formed and carried on 
principally by Atterbury, bifhop of Rochefter, a man of great parts, and of a 
moft reftlefs and turbulent fpirit, daring and enterprizing, tho’ then very in¬ 
firm, and capable of any artifice; but proud and paflionate, and not of judg¬ 
ment enough for the undertakings he engaged in. His views were not only to 
be thefirft churchman, but the firft man alfo in the ftate, not lefs than Wolfey, 
whom he admired and thought to imitate; and found he could only fucceed 
in this, by the merit of his overturning the prefent government, and advancing 
that of the pretender in its ftead. He bad been long projecting this revolu¬ 
tion; but went now upon the foundation of the difcontents in the kingdom, 
arifing from the South Sea tranfaftions in the year 20, which were ftill frefh 
in the minds and hearts of the people, efpecially the fufferers, many of whom 
imputed their Ioffes to the government, as defigning by a fraud to deprive 
voi 11. part 11. 4 b them 



554 


MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


Period IV. 
1727 to 1730, 

'- „ -* 


them of their property, and propagated this notion, with too much fuccefs, 
among the people in general. 

When this intimation was given from the regent (who, it was faid, did it on 
condition that no one fhould die for it) the difficulty of getting to the bottom 
and fixing the evidence of it ftill remained; but when that was effe&ed, in a. 
great meafure by Mr. Walpole’s dexterity, who had the chief part in unravel¬ 
ling this dark myftery, the profecution was as difficult to manage as the other, 
from the want, in moil: of the cafes, of legal proofs to conviCi: the criminals at 
law, and from the neceffity not to let them go without fome degree of punilh- 
ment that might be a fecurity to the government againft the like attempts for 
the future, and worthy of the notice the government had taken of this. This 
he alfo undertook and carried through in parliament with great {kill and 
clearnefs, and made it ferve another purpofe too he always aimed at, the fetting 
the whiggs againft the tories as jacobites, which all of them gave too much 
handle for on this and many other occafions, and making therefore combina¬ 
tions between them and any body of whiggs to be impracticable: and it had 
that effect for fome time. In the proceedings in the houfe of lords againft 
the bilhop, he appeared as a witnefs for the government to fome things which 
had been folemnly denied by the other: the bilhop ufed all the art his guilt 
would admit of, to perplex and make Mr. Walpole contradict himfelf, but he 
was too hard for the bilhop upon every turn, altho’ a greater trial of {kill this 
way, fcarce ever happened between two fuch combatants. The one fighting for 
his reputation, the other for his acquittal'. The expectation of people in it, as 
they were differently inclined to the parties, and the caufe and the folemnity of 
it from the place and the audience it was in, made it look like a lifted field for 
a combat of another fort, and the joy of victory as grdat as there. To fay 
the truth, the bilhop funk under the weight of his guilt, and indeed the whole 
of his defence, as made by himfelf, was not adequate to his real abilities. 

He grounded alfo upon this, what was more politick as I thought, than 
juft, the fubmitting the eftates of the papifts in England to a tax of 100,000?. 
under the name of a compolition for their recufancy, altho’ it did not appear, 
that any, or at leaft but very few of them were engaged in this defign. But he 
did it to terrify ’em, from giving any countenance to fuch undertakings, and 
to make them to ftop, which they were moft likely to be able to do, all fuch. 
from proceeding, by Ihowing them, that let what would happen, they as a body 
of men Ihould pay for it; and altho’ the levy fell very ftiort. of the fum im- 
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pofed, yet it has with the fince mildnefs of the government towards them, very Period IV. 
probably been the means of keeping thefe people quiet from this time. He * 7 2 7 *° 1730 * 
anfwered the objection of injuftice in it, not by contending that they were in Speaker 
this particular confpiracy, but this 100,000/. was but a part of what they had 
already forfeited, which was a third part of their eftates, from the time of their 
recufancy, and therefore due to the government, tho’ not taken; and as the 
government now took but this fmall proportion, it would rather be a favour to 
them to let this compound for the whole; and a provifion was inferted in the 
a£t for that purpofe. But all this appeared farce to me and fome others, and 
which I fhall ihow you in what I fhall fay elfewhere upon this fubjefit. 

Another thing which arofe from this laft, did not do the government fo 
much fervice as this: it happened by accident; but he took it up and purfued 
it with his ufual party fpirit, and it was this; fomebody in the debate of the 
other matter, faid it ought to go to proteftant non-jurors as well as to papifts, 
and the rather becaufe they were both already liable to a double of the com¬ 
mon land tax. This appeared fo plaufible, that it was generally given into; 
but then to do it with any juftice, every body was to have an opportunity ,of 
fwearing to the government; and, to do it with effefil, every body was to be 
obliged to fwear; that thus the real non-jurors might be known, and regifter 
their eftates, for this or any future impofition of the like fort, or to keep them 
in dread of it. ' 

I have mentioned this laft to you, ot fo much for the fake of the thing it- 
felf as for the extraordinary effeH and operation it produced. People in ge¬ 
neral were fo terrified with the apprehenfions’of not only forfeiting their eftates 
in poffefiion if they did not take the oaths, but alfo what they had in rever- 
fions, limitations ever fo remote, or the lealt relation to or expe&ation of any, 
nay with regard to their money or efFeSs of any fort, that the whole nation 
almoft, men, women, and children capable of taking an oath flocked to the . 
places where the quarter feffions were holden, that they might by fwearing to 
the government free themfelves and their families from the danger, as they 
thought, of lofing their fortunes to it. I faw a great deal of it, and it was a 
ftrange as well as ridiculous fight to fee people crouding to give, a teftimony 
of their allegiance to a government, and curling it at the fame time for giving 
them the trouble of fo doing, and for the fright they were put into by it; and 
I am fatisfied more real difaffi fition to the king and his family arole from it 
than from any thing which happened in that time. It made the government to 

4 b 2 appear 
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appear tyrannical and fufpicious, than which nothing can be more hurtful to a 
'prince or leffen his fafety. 

Upon this occafion, which ir.deed was one of my reafons for relating this 
faQ; to you, I cannot help ob:er\ing of what little ufe to a government the 
impofition of oaths to it has ever been. It’s very true that nothing in the 
conftitution is more ancient. It was the praflife among our Saxon anceftors, 
continued after the accefiion of the Norman race, and enforced often by par¬ 
ticular oaths under feveral of the following kings, but never prevented any 
revoludon that either reafons of government or ambition could bring about. 
To come nearer to our own times, oaths were made to Charles the firft, but did 
not fave him. Oaths were taken to the parliament and common-wealth, but 
the fame people forgot them or broke them under Cromwell, and all at the 
reftoration fwore allegiance to Charles the fecond. They fwore the fame to 
king James, and the fuccefs of the revolution made the fame perfons almoft 
take the fame oaths to king William and queen Mary, and to queen Anne: 
many in the rebellion of 1715, had fworn to king George the firft, and more 
who wifhed it fuccefs. After all this, who can think thefe bindings of any fe- 
curity? It may torture the minds of people, but never influences their 
a&ings. 

A government is never fecure of the hearts of the people but from the Jus¬ 
tice of it, and the juftice of it is generally a real fecurity. A good govern-, 
ment, therefore, does not want thefe oaths to defend it, and a bad one the ca- 
fuifts fay, frees fubjefts from the obligation of them, and is a do&rine the 
people in all times have given into. Some particular men may poffibly be in¬ 
fluenc’d by them, but I fpeak of the generality of the people; and, with re¬ 
gard to them, it has ever been found at leaft ufelefs. But this praSife is,, in 
many refpefls, generally very dangerous. Princes are apt to truft too much 
to it in evil government, and are too much encouraged to that by it. Charles 
the firft was deceived by it, and it deluded his fon James into the extravagant 
attempt he made upon the religion and liberties of his fubje&s. Belides the 
minds of men are often corrupted by this to a flight of the obligation of an 
oath in general, either by taking thefe oaths unwillingly, many times againft 
their confciences, and only by compulfion. Others fwear what they do not 
comprehend, as was the cafe of nine in ten of thofe who took the oaths on the 
occafion I have been {peaking of, and then the evil is, as was obferved by a 
great man at that time, that when men habituate themfelves to fwear what they 

do 
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do not underftand, they will eafily be brought to forfwear thetnfelves in what Period IV. 
they do underftand. The like danger is from the frequency of oaths that * 7 * 7 * 01730 * 
is here required, which allways takes off from the awe of ’em, and confequently Speaker 
their force. Indeed no . oath fhould be impofed where it is poffible that the 
intereft of the perfon taking it fliould induce him either to break it or fwear 
falfely; and, in my opinion, no oaths at all fhould be appointed but in judicial 
matters; which as they are neceffary in thofe cafes, fhould be kept for them 
only, that they may thereby be the more folemn, and confequently the more 
forcible there, where only they are really wanted, or can be of any true ufe 
in fociety. To conclude this digreffion, I have often wonder’d that men do 
not fee the unreafonablenefs and danger of making people fwear where there 
may be an intereft to tempt them to forfwear or afterwards break their oaths, 
from that uniform practice of courts of juftice not to fuffer any one to be put 
upon his oath in judgment, when he is either to get or lofe any thing by the 
event of that caufe in which he is brought to he a witnefs. 

But to return: notwithftanding the imprudence and folly of thus fwearing 
the whole nation in the manner I have defcribed, yet was the fame thing con¬ 
tinued by a fubfequent a& of parliament deliberately made againft the advice 
and admonition, and to the great fcandal of many wife men, who wifhed the 
beft to the government, and faw the prejudice it would do to the king and his 
family. But as parties are generally fa&ions, and the chief bufinefs of factions 
is to annoy one another, thole men have always moft merit with their party who 
contribute moft to this humour; and to that, as this was defigned to affeft the 
tories, muft this filly zeal of the whiggs then in parliament be imputed: and it 
is moft certain, that on too many occafions it has been thought,, he was theho- 
neft whigg-friend to the government, who did moft to make the tories enemies 
to ft, which many of them from refentment to the whiggs, and being deprived of 
power, did but too much incline, and give into. 

But however diftafteful this was to feveral ferious men among the whiggs, 

Mr. Walpole enjoyed and encouraged it all, as purfuing his plan of having 
every body to be deemed a jacobite who was not a profeft and known whigg. 

When he had thus, by the unravelling of this plot, and puniftung the principal 
offenders, eftablilhed his own. credit with the party in general, and as he 
hoped with his mafter too, he believed himfelf to have a fair profpeft of 
eftablifhing his own power, which, as he built upon a whigg-party bottom only, 
lie laboured all he could to unite thofe to him who had been peculiarly de¬ 
pendant 
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P-- ; cd IV. pendant on my lord Sunderland. Some he fucceeded with, but not with all, 
of them feveral remained in their employments, whom he could not re¬ 
move, or did not dare to attempt, becaufe of the intereft they had with the king, 
thro* the means of the Germans; and this body of people, fmall, but of con- 
fiderable rank, remained his enemies to the time of the king’s death, waiting 
and watching for every opportunity to ruin him, which, however, it is in oft 
undoubted tbey could not have done, without ruining at the fame time, the 
whigg caufe and party. -But they thought otherwife; and now began fome— 
thing of the whigg oppofition to his power, which grew afterwards to be fo 
troublefome and formidable to him. It was at firft made up chiefly of fuch 
of my lord Sunderland’s creatures as he could not attach to him; but it had 
very foon the addition of fome others from various motives and views. „ 

Since that oppofition to him makes fo great part of his hiftory, and from 
whence fo much of his charadter arifes, it will not be improper for the better 
illuftration of that, to give you fome description of the perfons who under¬ 
took, or had the principal management of it. 

He who firft endeavoured to form this oppofition into a fyftem, or regular 
method of proceeding, with a view only to ruin Mr. Walpole, and for that 
purpofe, to unite people of every charafler and principle, and in which he 
took the moft indefatigable pains, was Mr. Daniel* Poulteney, in all other re- 
fpeQs almoft, a very worthy man, very knowing and laborious in bufinefs, 
efpecially in foreign affairs, of ftrong, but not lively parts, a clear and weighty 
fpeaker, grace in his deportment, and of great virtue and decorum in his pri¬ 
vate life, generous and friendly. But, with all this, of moft implacable hatred 
where he did hate, violent, keen, and moft bitter in his refentments, gave up 
all pleafures and comforts, and every other confideration to his anger, and fell 
at laft a martyr to it in his quarrel with Mr. Walpole. For his not fucceeding 
in it prey’d upon his fpirits, which, and with his living much with the lord 

Daniel Pulteney was envoy at Copenhagen during the reign of queen Anne, a commiflioner 
Of trade in 1717, and a lord of the admiralty in 1721 He came firft into parliament in 1721, 
on the death of fecretary Craggs. He married Margaret- Deering, daughter of Benjamin 
Tichboutne, brother to Henry vifeount Tichbourne. Daniel died in 17 31, leaving three 
daughters, two of whom died unmarried, the third by failure of the male iflue in William 
and Harry Palteney, became heirefs at law to their large fortunes. She married Mr. John- 
ftone, fon of fir James Johnftone, bart. now fir William Pulteney, and by him left an only 
daughter Henrietta Laura, the prefeat lady Bath. See the genealogical table in the note to the 
39th chapter. 
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Bolingbroke fas an enemy to Mr. Walpole) threw him into an irregularity of Period IV. 
drinking that occafioned his death, to the great lofs and regret of thofe who 
were now jpined with him, to whom he was a fort of magazine for all the ma- Speaker 
terials neceffary to the work he principally had engaged them in. remarks! 

This animofity to Mr. Walpole, arofe from his intimacy with my lord Sun¬ 
derland, to whom he was brother-in-law, by having married the filler of my lord 
Sunderland’s laft wife. He was in the depth of all that lord’s political fecrets, 
as far at leaft as he trailed any body, and was defigned by him to be fecretary 
of Hate in the fcheme he formed of a new adminillration, if he had lived long 
enough to have once more overfet Mr. Walpole and my lord Townlhend. 

But my lord Sunderland’s death putting an end to the other’s hopes, fo Tower’d 
his mind, that from the moment of his difappointment, I verily believe, he 
fcarcely thought of any thing elfe, but to revenge it in an oppolition to him 
who had been the chief opponent of his friend and patron. This was at firft 
carried on in whifpers and infinuations, and railing private prejudices againlt 
Mr. Walpole. For he Hill continued one of the commiflioners of the admiralty, 
and fo Hill voted with the adminillrationbut religning that office, which he 
had great joy in being difintangled from, that he might, as he foon did, a 61 
openly and without referve againll the minillry in. every thing;, and was the 
perfon chiefly who fettled his kinfman Mr. Poulteney (afterwards earl* of Bath) . 
in this oppolition, tho’ they little agreed, or indeed converted with one another 
before, nay rather perfonally dilliked one another, even to the laft, and they 
were in truth, of very different charafters. 

Whatever fufpicions Mr. Daniel Poulteney might lie under of entering into- 
feme dark and dangerous defigns* againll the government itfelf, it is moll cer¬ 
tain the other had never any thoughts that led to jacobitifm; and if there was 
any thing relating to- the publick, that he was conflant to, it was his fears of the* 
pretender, his abhorrence to that caufe, and his attachment of the king and his 
family. And it was from this, and not a little too, becaufe of his great fortune, 
which might be at flake, that he had often fome checks of confcience, and very 
melancholy apprehenfions, leaft his violence againll the adminillration of fir 
Robert Walpole, and joining for that purpofe with thofe fuppofed to be the 
enemies to the government, might not weaken the foundations of it, and give 


* The iniinuation hinted at by fpeaker Onflow, that Daniel Pulteney was engaged in deflgnsr 
contrary to the proteltant fucceffion, feems to have been urged without fuffident foundation. 


too 
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Period IV . too much advantage to them who were thought to mean its deftru&ion. He 
1727101730. without difpute, a perfon of very eminent endowments, rather natural 
than acquired, altho’ not without the laft, but with a mixture of fuch natural 
•defefts and weakneffes too, that no time, I believe, can produce an inftance 
of a man of fo variable and uncertain a mind, who knew not that he was fo, 
and never defigned to be fo. 

I am perfuaded he thought his life was one continued fcene of uniformity 
in principles and a&ings; and as thofe who knew him bell, wondered at the 
popularity he once had, fo he who knew himfelf leaft, wondered as much that 
he ever loft it. He had indeed the moll popular parts for public fpeaking, 
that I ever knew; animating every fubjeft of popularity, with the fpirit and 
fire that the orators of the ancient commonwealths govern’d the people by; 
was as claffical and as elegant in the fpeeches he did not prepare as they were 
in their rnoft ftudied compofitions, mingling wit and pleafantry, and the appli¬ 
cation even of little ftories fo properly to affeft his hearers, that he would over- 
fet the belt argumentation in the world, and win people to his fide, often againft 
their own convi&ions, by making ridiculous that truth they were influenced by 
before, and making fome men to be afraid and alhamed of being thought within 
the virulence of fome bitter expreffion of his, or within the laugh that generally 
went thro’ the town' at any memorable ftroke of his wit. And, altho’ this 
never got him. a majority in the houfe of commons, yet he ufually had the 
occafional hearers that were there; and to that audience he generally fpoke, 
and by them eftablifhed his general fame, as long, I mean, as his talents were 
employed againft minifters, courtiers, power, and corruption. He certainly 
hurt fir Robert more than any of thofe who oppos’d him. What his motives 
were to this oppofition, and what happened to him afterwards, I leave to other 
accounts of him, which are various. He was undoubtedly a very extraor¬ 
dinary perfon; and in his private life free, from common vices, with a fenfe of 
religion even to devotion. 

Another perfon who afcted a very confiderable part in this oppofition, was 
fir William Wyndham*, as a leader of the tones, or fuch of them, at leaft, 

who 


* Sir William Wyndham was descended -j- from an ancient family of that name, which feems 
to have taken its famame from Wymondham, or Wyndham in Norfolk, and which afterwards 


t Collins, Edmonton’s Baroaeguim. 
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who were not averfe to come with their party, into power and offices under Period iv. 
the prefent royal family. In the latter part of queen Anne’s reign, he had * 7 2 7 to 1730 ^ 
been fecretary at war and chancellor of • the exchequer, tho’ a very young Speaker 
man, raifed fo high in the world againft the opinion of it by the favour of my Onflow’s 
lord Bolingbroke, with whom he lived in an intimacy of pleafures and gallan¬ 
tries as well as bufinefs; and from his attachment and gratitude to him (which 
he ever preferved) and from party violence and the heat of his youth had en¬ 
gaged in the rebellion of 1715* but efcaped any punifhment except that of a 
fhort confinement, by the confideration then had of the noble family he had 
married into, and who had great merit with the king and his family. He con¬ 
tinued* however, in all the meafures of his party againft the government, and 
by frequent fpeaking in public, and great application to bufinefs, and the con- 
fiant inftruQion he ftill received from Ills friend, and as it were his mafter, 
efpecially in foreign affairs, he became from a very difagreeable fpeaker and 
little knowing in bufinefs to be one of the mod pleafing and able fpeakers of 
bis time, wore out all the prejudices of party, grew moderate towards the dif- 
fenters, againft whom he once,bore a moll implacable hatred, ftudied and un¬ 
fettled at Felbrigge in the fame county. By the marriage of fir Joljn Wyndham in the reign; 
of Edward the fixth, with the daughter of John Sydenham of Orchard, the elder fine was 
^ftablifhed at Orchard, hence called Orchard Wyndham, in the county of Somerfet. Sir Wil¬ 
liam Wyndham, the perfon under confideratidn, was lineally defcended from this line. He was 
horn in 1686, and on the death of his father fir Edward, fucceeded to the title of baronet, to 
a very confiderable eftate, and to the diftin&ion and influence which his family had poflefled in 
the weftern counties of England. He increafed his confequence by efpoufing in 1708, lady 
Catherine Seymour, fecond daughter of Charles, duke of Somerfet. Born of a tory family, and 
imbued from his early infancy with notions of divine and indefeaiible right, he was adverfe to 
the interruption of the lineal defcent, and uniformly oppofed the eftablifhment of the fucceffion 
in the houfe of Brunfwick. In the reign of queen Anne, he was brought forwards into public 
employment at a very early age by his friend Bolingbroke, with whom he lived in habits of the 
ilri&eft intimacy, and by whofe brilliant talents he was feduced into fimilar excefles of pleafure 
and gallantry. Under the adminiflration of Harley, he was made fucceflively mailer of the 
buck hounds, fecrezary at war, and chancellor of the exchequer. H»s principles in favour of 
the reftoration of the Stuarts were fo well know*, that on the accelfion of George the firft, he 
had no official employment, and in 1715, he was imprifoned in the tower, until the conclufioa 
of the rebellion. In July 1716, he was releafed under the bail of the dukes of Somerfet and 
Richmond, the earls of Roche Her and Thomond, and lord Gower. * He died in 174-; his fon, 
jir Charles Wyndham, on the aeatii of the duke of Somerfet, fucceeded to the title of earl ©£ 
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Period IV. derftood tbe nature of government and the conftitution of his own country, 
1727^01730 . an j f oun( j fucj-i a new f et 0 f principles with regard to the publick, and from 
them grew to think that the religion and liberties of the nation, fo much de¬ 
pended on the fupport of the prefent family on the throne, that he loft all con¬ 
fidence with the Jacobites, and the moft rigid of the tories, and it is thought 
would have left them entirely if he could have flood the reproach of that in 
his own country, or could have maintained a prevailing intereft there without 
them: and upon that footing would willingly have come into a new whigg ad- 
miniftration upon the exclufion of fir Robert Walpole, with whom he would 
never have aCted, and with the admiffion of fome few of his tory friends, who 
in company with him would willingly alfo have left their party for fuch~ a 
change, fwayed not a little perhaps in this by obferving that no other road 
■would lead them to thofe honours and preferments in the ftate, which it was juft 
for men of abilities to expeCt, and a folly to exclude themfelves and their fa¬ 
milies from, when they could take them as they thought without hurt to their 
principles and their characters. But he did not live long enough to have this 
happen to him. 

He was, in my opinion,- the moft made for a great man of any one that I 
have known in this age. Every thing about him feem’d great. There was 
no inconfiftency in his compofition, all the parts of his character fuited, and 
were a help to one another. There was much of grace and dignity in his per- 
fon, and the fame in his fpeaking. He had no acquirements of learning, but 
his eloquence improved by ufe, was ftrong, full, and without affeCtation, arifing 
chiefly from his clearnefs, propriety, and argumentation, in the method of which 
laft, by a fort of induction almoft peculiar to himfelf, he had a force beyond 
any man I ever heard in public debates. He had not the vivacity of wit and 
pleafantry in his fpeeches fo entertaining in the former perfon, but there was 
a fpirit and power in his fpeaking, that always animated himfelf and his hearers, 
and with the decoration of his manner, which was indeed very ornamental, pro¬ 
duced not only the moft attentive, refpeCtful,* but even a reverend regard to 
whatever he fpoke. 

He was befides generally ferious, and always decent, never pofitive, and 

* A ftriking in fiance of the high refpeft paid to fir William Wyndham, appeared in one of 
the debates which related to the convention. In the mid ft of a fpeech, being confufed, he 
tamed to .the Ipeaker, and faid, “ Sir, I mufi beg leave to recolle£l myfelf 5” he then fat down. 
A profound and refpe&ful filence enfued, for fome minutes, when fir William again rofe and con¬ 
tinued hia Ipeech with his ufoal animation and energy. 


often 
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often, condefcending, though fometimes fevere and pointed. There was in¬ 
deed great decorum through his whole carriage, and no man ever contributed 
more than he did to the dignity of parliament. Had he been a minifter in his 
latter days, I am fatisfied, he would have had the fame decorum in office as 
he had in parliament, and he had that civility and good breeding in his de¬ 
meanor, that made him as fit for a court as any other fituation, and his abilities 
would have made him equal to any. He had certainly great notions, and ap¬ 
peared to have a high regard to the principles of honour and juftice. It has 
been faid, that he was haughty and paffionate, and would have carried his power 
too high, and I am afraid it was the weaknefs he was moft liable to fall into. 
Thofe who fpoke moft of this, took their thoughts of him chiefly from what 
they remembered of him in his younger days, when it is very true he had too 
much of this temper; but as far as. I could obferve, he was much changed in 
this as he was in his piinciples and other things, and furely no man in general 
was ever lefs in his advanced age of what he had been in his youth, than he 
feem’d to be. But as he was not without his fears too, and fome defire of fame, 
they from his knowledge alfo of the world would have been fome reftraint upon 
the other, and if fo, his ftate might only have procured that refpeht which is 
always due and neceffary to government. What his firmnefs in great trials 
would have been, I cannot fay. He was certainly of a very high fpirit, and 
that with power well managed might have fupported him under any difficul¬ 
ties. If I have fpoken too highly of him, it mud be imputed to the great 
opinion I conceived of him in the houfe of commons, where I never faw him 
fail of being a great man. 

Thefe three were the principal opponents fir Robert Walpole had in the 
houfe of commons. There were others too in that place who bore their parts 
in the fame work, but were far inferior to thofe I have mentioned, fome in 
point of abilities, and others from their youth and want of experience; al¬ 
though among the latter fome were young men of great natural and acquired 
endowments, and from the training they had by their oppofition to the court, 
came afterwards to be of confiderable figure and rank in public office and bu- 
finefs. It was indeed from the applaufe for fpeaking which thefe had acquired, 
that it became a faffiion for moft of the then young men of birth and fortune 
to fet themfelves againft the court, and to endeavour to obtain feats in par¬ 
liament for the lake of the fame they hoped to get, as the others had done, by 
popular declamations there, againft the evil power and corruption of the ad- 
miniftration, which they chiefly, or rather only applied to fir Robert Walpole; 
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:riod IV. and too often in a language that by no means became their youth to give or 
^73 ? - his y ears to have it given to him. But for this alfo they had their applauders 
and it is fcarcely to be imagined to what a height it arofe, and how much ge¬ 
neral mifchief he received from this fpirit and licentioulnefs of fpeech in thefe 
young patriots. It went the farther, becaufe in them it was deemed native 
virtue and difintereftednefs, the refult of untainted minds, and hearts too 
young to be corrupted by envy of power and profit (the ufual motives of 
older men in fa&ion) and in many or moll of them, indeed I am perfuaded, 
in the beginning at leaft, they were made to believe they were faving their 
country from deftrudion, and that they only could do it. 

But they were the tools and inftruments of thole who meant no fuch thing, 
and who were in oppofition only becaufe they had not power, and made ufe 
of the virtue of thefe younger and better men to the quicker obtaining of it 
for themfelves, which when they had done, and manifefted by their after act¬ 
ings what their former motives had been, many of their young followers foon 
difcerned the cheat, and fhew’d their refentment accordingly. Some, how¬ 
ever, who were older and grown wifer, faw the propped the change had opened, 
and made as able a ufe of it as the belt experienced of their principals had 
done; but alas! with a change too of ftyle and behaviour, that has made me 
often mourn over them and refleCl how very wary young men Should be of 
what they fay and do in their political outfet, left the language and aCtings they 
then hold lhould not be able to laft them through their whole journey: and I 
have found alfo that nothing can be more unfortunate for any man, than to 
begin his public life in the fchools of faftion and defamation. It is unhappy 
enough to begin it in a fervile and implicit compliance with power; but the 
other is far more dangerous. The middle track between thofe two extremes 
is the path that honeft and wife men will take, and is the true character of a 
parliament man. 

The next perfon in the houfe of commons, who I fhall mention, and gave 
much difturbance there to fir Robert Walpole and his adminiftration, was one 
of the members for the city of London, and the mod eminent man among 
them; not for fortune, which he feem'd to have no appetite for, beyond a com-, 
petency for his rank and falhion, which was that of a merchant by profeffion 
(though of no extenfive dealings) and of the great offices in the city, all of 
which he had pafled through; but his confideration arofe from his own in- 
trinfic worth and abilities, unaffifted by any collateral advantages whatlbever. 
For he had neither birth, alliances, riches, or fictions in the government to for¬ 
ward 
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ward him, but was himfelf, if ever any man was, the worker out of his own true Period IV. 

fame. Nor had he the advantages of learning, language, or manner to orna- , I7Z7tol73 ? > 

ment or fet off his natural or acquired endowments, the latter of which lay Speaker 

chiefly in the knowledge of trade, its foundation and extent, and of the whole °* lflo ' v ’ s 

remarks® 

circle of taxes, funds, money, and credit. In all which he had more fagacity, 
acutenefs, force,, and clofenefs of argumentation, better and more practicable 
notions, than almoft any man I ever knew, with a dilintereftednefs as to him- 
felf, that no temptation of the greateft profit or very high ftations (for fuch he 
might have had) could have drawn him from the very retired and humble - 
life he generally chofe to lead, not only for the fake of his health, but the con¬ 
tent of his mind in a moderate habitation, in a neighbouring village to London,, 
from whence he only came, as he was occafionally called to any bufinefs of 
importance in the city or in parliament; in the firft of which,, he was a great 
magiftrate, and in the other, of true weight and influence. He was befides, of 
a very regular and religious life, without fhow or affectation, as in his public 
deportment, he feem’d to have made the belt principles of both parties, to be 
the guide of his political a&ing: fo that he was in truth, one of the greateft ex¬ 
amples of private, and in general, of public virtue that this age has produced; 
and had a popularity ariffng from that, which, though he did not court or 
cherilh in the way it is ufually got and kept up, was more univerfal and laft-- 
ing, than that of any man of his time, manifelling itfelf in calm and real in- 
ftances of efteem, and not in noife and riot, which he himfelf would have been, 
the firft to fupprefs. (1764) He is lately dead in full poffeffion of this true 
fame. 

After fo much of the charafter of fir John Barnard,* it cannot be fuppofed 
that in his oppofitions to fir Robert Walpole, he was at all actuated by the - 

. fpirit 

* Sir John Barnard, knight, was bom at Reading in. 168;. His parents being quakers,. 
he was brought up at a fchool at Wandfworth in Surry, appropriated to the education of per- • 
fons of that perfuafion, and derived little information from his malfer. In 1703, he quittedi 
the fociety of quakers, was baptifed by Compton, bifhop of London, and continued a member 
of the ellablifhed church. He rofe into eminence, folely by his indefatiguable affiduity in bu¬ 
finefs and high integrity in his mercantile tranfadions. He had attained his thirty Tixth year, , 
when he firlt attracted the public notice, and on an occafion wholly unfought by himfelf. ■ 

<f A bill greatly affe&ing the wine trade, had pafied through the houfe of commons, and was • 

4t depending in the upper houfe. The principal merchants, who would have been injured by. 

the operation, of the bill^ united in prefenting a petition to the lords, praying to be heard 

“ againfl 
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Period IV. fpirit of fa&ion; nor do I believe he was, or that he ever entered with the 
others into any formed defign to ruin or remove him, however he might wilh 
the latter, from the then diflike he feemed to have of the principles of his ad- 
miniftration, efpecially after the famous attempt of fir Robert Walpole to turn 
‘ the collection of fome of the inland duties into an excife, which fir John Bar¬ 
nard had much contributed to defeat; and fir Robert Walpole’s manner of 
debating a fcheme,the other had propofed, to reduce the intereft of the public 
debt to 3 per cent, of both which I fhall fptak more particularly very foon. 
And here it mult be confeffed, that his oppofing the meafures of the govern¬ 
ment was more conftant and fettled, and had more of intemperance in it to¬ 
wards fir Robert Walpole, than can feem well to confift with the defcription 
I have before given of this gentleman. 

cc again ft it, by themfelves or counfel. Their requeft being granted, Mr. Barnard, .without 
“ his knowledge, was feleded as the fitted: perfon to prove the grievance, and to anfwer every 
** obje&ion to the petition. Through fome unaccountable negligence he was not acquainted 
“ with the bufinefs, till the afternoon before he was to be heard by the peers. This fmgular 
€< difadvantage, when it came to be known, made his fpeech appear the more extraordinary. 
ce By the extent of his acquaintance with commerce, and the perfplenity and force of his rea- 
“ foning, accompanied with a becoming me defty, he contributed in fo high a degree to carry 
* e the point aimed at, that all the petitioners confidered themfelves as principally indebted 
<e to his talents for their fuccefs.” * This inftance of his abilities rendered him fo confpicuous 
and popular, that he was put up as a pa ember for London, without the final left felicitation 
cn his .part, and chofen in the warmed conteft ever known in that city. His parliamentary 
abilities were acknowledged by all ; and by none more than by fir Robert Walpole, wh Te mea- 
fures he almoft uniformly oppofed. To his talents as a fpeaker, he paid a due eulogium. As 
he was riding out with a party, fome perfons were overheard talking on the other fide of a 
narrow lane, the hedge of which concealed them from view. One of the party faying, whofe 
voice is that ? fir Robert replied: do you not know! it is one which I never fhall forget. I 
have often felt it- power. On meeting at the end of the lane, adds the biographer, fir Robert 
Walpole with that enchanting courtefy he poffeffed, fainting Mr. Barnard, told him what had 
palled. 5 ’ f The minifter frequently ufed to rally his ions who were praifing the fpeeches of 
Pulteney, Pitt, Littleton, and others, by faying you may cry up their fpeeches if you pleafe, but 
when I have anfwered fir John Barnard, and lord Polvvarth, I think I have concluded the debate. 
In 1728, he was chofen alderman, and in 1737, lord, mayor of London. He re -relented the city 
of London five fucceftive parliaments. In 1758, the infirmities of old age increafing, he re¬ 
signed his alderman's gown; and foon afterwards retired from public buiinefs to his villa at 
Clapham in Surry, where he died in 1764, aged 79. 


# JJiographia Britaiuiica, Art, Barnard. f Ibid, 
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But among all his great qualities he had fome blemifhes, rather from his Period IV. 
conftitution, however, than his will or defign. He was of a very warm tem- [ 7z 7 t01 73 ° - 


per, too foon wrought up to paffion, and.when under that operation, was often 
deprived of his judgment, and even of his ufual difcernment. He was like- 
wife too perfevering and tenacious of his opinions, and when in the wrong. 


Speaker 

Onflow’s 

remarks. 


would fhift and refine, and fubtilize fo much to fave himfelf in his difputing. 


that, in fome inftances, with thofe who did not know him well, it created fome 


unkind fufpicions of his fincerity; but all that, I am fatisfied, was more owing 
to the narrownefs of the company he kept, and the lead he always had in their 
converfations, which ufually begets impatience of contradiQion, and a love of 
difputing for the fake of viftory, than to any fixed intention of impofing upon 
or deceiving his audience. He had alfo that regard for the city of London, 
and the profeffion of merchants, and that warmth for their interefts, and in¬ 
deed for every perfon he undertook to ferve, that on fome occafions, it has 
threw him into partialities for them that he himfelf might not perceive, tho’ 
every body elfe did. He was not, perhaps, without his vanity too, and that 
might carry him into a defire of trying his fkill with fir Robert Walpole in 
thofe matters in which he was thought to have no equal, and to be fure, he had 
none, unlefs fir John Barnard was the man; I mean in the bufinefs of money 
and credit, and in this, it was that he chiefly affe&ed and. hurt fir Robert* 
though feldom with any real fuperiority.' 

There was one perfon more in the houfe of commons (fir J. Jekyl) I will 
mention here, though he was not in a fet oppofition to the miniftry, and was 
fometimes with them, and never againft them, from the motives the others 
were thought to have; I fhould rather fay the three firft, yet as he molt ufually 
differed in the houfe of commons from thofe who were in power, and had 
much diflike to fir Robert Walpole in many things, and bore no great reve¬ 
rence to his character in general, and being alfo much known and talked of in 
the times of fir Robert’s miniftry, and being likewife of a very particular turn 
in his public and private actings, it may not be improper—but this hereafter. 

There were two other perfons, who in different ways contributed very much 
to the keeping up the fire of opposition* to fir Robert Walpole’s adminiftration. 
The late lord Bolingbroke, and the lord Carteret, afterwards earl of Granville. 
But as I know not enough of them to be very particular in their characters, 1 fhall 
only deferibe them as they were generally fpoken of. They were univerfally ef- 
teemed of the greateft genius for parts and knowledge of any men of the age; the 

latter 
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Period IV. fatter thought to be the better fchoiar, and to have formed his eloquence more 
4727 to 1730 . mxm the ancients, and to have more of their fpirit in it, than the former, hut 
the firft was far the better writer, and had been a very lively and able fpeaker 
in both houfes of parliament. He was thought too to have more knowledge 
and fkill in the affairs of Europe from his long experience abroad and inti¬ 
macy there with men of the firft; rank for bufmefs and capacity. But neither 
of them were thought to know enough of the real temper and conftitution of 
their own country, a'ltho* lord Bolingbroke wrote much on that fubjeft, they 
were both of them of unbounded fpirit- and ambition, impatient of reftraint, 
contemning the notion of equality with others in bufinefs, and even difdaining 
to be any thing if not the firft and higheft in power. They were not famed 
for what is called perfonal courage, but in the conduct of affairs were deemed 
bold if not rafh, and the lord Bolingbroke was of a temper to overturn king¬ 
doms to make way for himfelf and his talents to govern the world; whilft the 
other in projecting the plans of his adminiftration, thought much more of railing 
a great name to himfelf all over Europe, and having that continued by hifto- 
rians to all pofterity, than of any prefent domeftic popularity or renown what- 
foever. He thought confulting the interior interefts and difpofition of the 
people, the conduQ; of bufinefs in parliaments, and the methods of raifing 
money for the execution even of his. own defigns, was a work below his appli¬ 
cations, and to be left as underparts of government to the care of inferior and 
fubordin&te underftandings, in fubferviency however to his will and meafures. 
But much of this perhaps was owing more to his never having been of the houfe 
of commons than even to the natural height of his fpirit, altho 1 the laft had 
but too well formed him for thofe difregards. They were both, I believe, 
•very incorrupt as to money. It was not their aim to aggrandize themfelves 
that way. Lord Carteret was all glory, even to the enthufiafm of it, and that 
made him rather more fcrupulous than the other in the means he ufed for his 
grealnefs. But lord Bolingbroke’s was merely power, and to be the leader 
of it, without any other gratification but what the prefent enjoyment of it might 
give him, in a word they were both made rather for the fplendor of great mo¬ 
narchies, than the fober counfels'of a free ftate, whofe liberty is its chief con¬ 
cern. Although upon the whole, lord Carteret feem’d much the better man, 
and a fafer minifter than the other. 

With thefe talents and temper, it will not be wondered at, that they lhould 
be enemies to fir Robert Walpole, and he to them. But his apprehenfions 

of 
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of what they might do againft him, were not the fame with regard to both, nor Period IV, 
of the fame fort with thofe he had of the other perfons before-mentioned, be- * 7 2 7 t0I 73 Q « 
caufe they were of the houfe of commons where he was, and where the chief Speaker 
fcene of bufinefs lay, and if he got his affairs through that place, he was not 
very felicitous as to what might happen in the houfe of lords, where the party 
againft him was very fmall, and a fpeech or two from lord Carteret, and from 
two or three more, was all he had to fear. But his apprehenfions of hurt from 
lord Carteret lay another way. It was at court he feared him moft, as the 
moft likely perfon to fupplant him with the king and queen, who difliked lord 
Carteret lefs than any of the others who carried on this oppofition. For he 
had very early in his life applied himfelf to the affairs of Germany and the 
northern courts, he had been a minifter at one of them, and had made many 
connections of acquaintance and intimacy with the perfons that came from that 
part of the world hither, and efpecially with the-Hanoverian minifters (none of 
whom ever loved fir Robert Walpole) by whofe means he had feme com¬ 
munications with the queen, if not the king, and they at leaft had no unfavour¬ 
able opinion of him; and when he did come into power, upon the removal of 
fir Robert Walpole, had more of the king’s favour and opinion than any of 
the other minifters, partly for the reafons before mentioned, but'chiefly, that 
his politics made very much for the interefts of Hanover, which he always la¬ 
boured to unite with thofe of his country. 

But lord Bolingbroke did not moleft fir Robert Walpole in this way. He 
had no hopes of coming into bufinefs and power, under the prefent king at 
leaft, but by forcing his paffage to it, and making, as he thought, even the 
king’s fafety to depend upon it. He had by his almoft weekly writings, in 
which he was very able, fo irritated and inflamed the nation (who eagerly read 
his inveftives) againft fir Robert Walpole and the meafures of the govern¬ 
ment, in which he often perfonally involved the king and queen, that at feme- 
times, there was too much reafon to fear the rage he had wrought the body of 
the people up to, might have produced the moft defperate attempts. But he 
meant not that, I believe (whatever has been the fufpicion) but only to terrify 
the king into a change of his miniftry, and for himfelf to be thereby reftored 
to his honours, which would, as he always flattered himfelf, foon put him at 
the head of affairs. And feafons there were in the courfe of this oppofition, 
that if it had fivcceeded, might poffibly have procured him a reftitution of his 
vol. ix. part ii. 4 d • peerage 
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’eriod IV. peerage (his eftate was given him by parliament before) though by what has 
V to 1 73 Q -£ a || en Qut p mce> one ma y d ou bt even of that. 

There was befides thefe two, another perfon of great rank, who came to 
have a confiderable fhare in the defign of ruining fir Robert Walpole, I, 
mean the earl of Chefterfield: he was efteemed the wittieft man of his time, 
and of a fort, that has fcarcely been known fince the reign of king Charles the 
fecond, and revived the memory of the great wits of that age, to the liveliefl 
of whom he was thought not to be unequal. He was befides this, a very- 
graceful fpeaker in publick, had fome knowledge of affairs, having been am- 
baffador in Holland, and when he was engaged in debates, always took pains 
to be well informed of the fubjebt, fo that no man’s fpeaking, was ever more 
admired, or drew more audience to it, than his did, but chiefly from thofe, 
who either relifhed his wit, or. were pleafed with feeing the miniftry expofed 
by his talent of ridicule, and the bitternefs of jell, he was fo much mafter of, 
and never fpared. And this made him fo very terrible to the minifters who 
were of the houfe of lords, that they dreading his wit upon them there, and 
his writings too, for he fometimes, as it was thought, furnifhed the weekly 
paper of the oppofition, with the moll poignant pieces it had. 

Sir Robert Walpole continued in his fullnefs of power, till 1741, fortified 
as he believed, by his triumphant defeat of his principal oppofers in their mo¬ 
tion for an addrefs to the king to remove him from his prefence and council: 
that fuccefs rendered him too fecure in his own mind, and it is faid, made 
him remifs in his means to obtain the next parliament. But be that as it will, 
he could not fupport himfelf in the new houfe of commons, at leaf! his beft 
friends thought fo, altho’ he himfelf thought otherwife, and reproached them 
,for it; and therefore after many attempts to fave himfelf, but in vain, he 
yielded at laft, altho’ with much reluftance, refigned his employments, and was 
made an earl with every private favour he defired of the king. His retreat 
was entire from any concern in the bufinefs of government, but not from the 
, following eftimation of almoft every man of thofe that had furrounded him 
when in the height of his power. He lived but a very few years afterwards, 
and died, as I have been told, with great feeming compofure of mind, even 
under excruciating pains from the ftone. 

I will end this account of him with faying, that he was a wife and able mi- 
nifter, and the beft man from the goodnefs of his heart, which was cha- 

rafteriftic 
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rafteriftic in him, to live with, and to live under, of any great man I ever Period IV. 
knew. 1727 to 1730, 

* Speaker 

No. 2. Anecdote from, Mr. Pelham , relating to Jir Robert Walpole's danger Onflow’s 

f f • 7 • • fy j ■ rcnmrlcs* j 

oj being dijmiJjea m 1727. 


J^E told me, foon after fir Robert’s death, mentioning feveral things of him, 
that lord Bolingbroke had by fome German intrigues and influence, fo 
wrought himfelf into the confidence and favour , of the then late king (George 
the firft) that had he lived to come back from Hanover, it was very probable, he 
would have made lord Bolingbroke his chief minifter, and of which fir Robert 
was fo fenfible, that he intended, juft before the king went abroad, to have 
obtained a peerage for himfelf, and refigned his offices. But acquainting his 
great friend, the then duke of Devonfhire of it, he was ftrongly averfe to it, 
and it was fo ftrenuoufly oppofed by the princefs, to whom the duke of De¬ 
vonfhire had imparted it, that he laid afide his defign, altho’ againft his judg¬ 
ment at that time. This fhows the intereft he had then with the princefs, and 
will account for the early re-eftablifhment and increafe of his power in the 
following reign, againft the new king’s firft inclination and refolution, which 
were certainly for Mr. Comptoh the fpeaker, who had been long his treafurer, 
and very near to him in all his councills. It went fo far as to be almoft a for¬ 
mal appointment; the king, for two or three days, direfiting every body to go 
to him upon bufinefs, and fir Robert, I know, did believe himfelf it would be 
fo: but by the queen’s management, all this was foon over-ruled, with a fincere 
regard, I am perfwaded, to what fhe believed to be moft for the king’s real 
fervice, with perhaps at the fame time a little vanity to have the perfon deemed 
the ableft minifter in parliament of that, age, to be a dependant of her’s, which 
the other was not, or much in her efteem. 


No. 3. Sir Robert Walpole promifes to fpeaker Onflow to propofe the fepara- 
tion of Hanover from Great Britain , but does not carry it into execution. 

A Little while before fir Robert Walpole's fall, and as a popular a£l to faive 
himfelf (for he went v-ery unwillingly, out of his offices and power) he 
took me one day afide, and faid, ** What will you fay, fpeaker, if this hand of 
mine fhall bring a meffage from the king to the houfe of commons, declaring 
his confent to having any of his family after his own death, to be made by aft 
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of parliament, incapable of inheriting and enjoying the crown and poiTefling 
the electoral dominions at the fame time?” My. anfwer was, “ Sir, it will be 
as a meffage from heaven.” He replied, “ It will be done;” but it was not 
done, and I have good reafon to believe, it would have been oppofed and re- 
jefled at that time, becaufe it came from him; and by the means of thofe who 
had always been moll clamorous for it. Thus perhaps the opportunity was 
loft. When will it come again ? It was faid that the prince at that junfilure 
would have confented to it, if he could have had the credit and popularity 
of the meafure, and that fome of his friends were to have mov’d it in parlia¬ 
ment, but that the defign at St. James’s prevented it. Notwithftanding all 
this, I have had fome thoughts, that neither court ever really intended the thing 
itfelf; but that it came on, and went off, by a jealoufy of each other in it, and 
that both were equally pleafed, that it did fo, from an equal fondnefs (very 
natural} for their own native country. 


LETTERS RELATING TO RIPPERDA. 

THE PRETENDER TO THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA. 

Congratulates him on his being appointed prime minifler.—Hints at his cum 
quarrel with his wife.—And the duplicity of cardinal Alberoni .— Recom¬ 
mends the duke of Ormond to him. 

(De Rome ce 7 Decembre, 1725.) APRES tout ce que je fqay de vollre 
zele et de voftre atnitie pour moy, vous ne deves pas douter de la fatisfa&ion 
que j’ay de vous fqavoir rappelle en efpagne, ou vous ne pourres manquer de 
recevoir du roy votre maiftre toutes les marques de confiance et d’eftime, 
que vos fervices et vollre merite exigent, et ou je me flatte que vous ne feres 
pas moins attentif a avancer mes interefts que vous l’aves deja efte, et je vous 
prie de vous entendre fur ces matieres avec le due d’Ormonde, qui vous fera 
tenir cette lettre. 

Je Pay charge de vous informer de ce qui vient d’arriver dans ma famille: 
la reine a efte feduitte, mais j’efpere qu’a la fin elle reconnoiftra le tort qu’elle 
a faite a foy mefme et a moy, il eft en effet grand, car en cette occafion on 
ne m’a pas mefme efpargne fur ma fermete dans ma religion; mais la malice 
des mes ennemis eft dans toute cette affaire fi noir et fi manifefte quelle ne 
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f^auroit que tourner contre eux mefraes fans me nuire en facon quelconque, Period IV. 
quoique fi j’avois fuivi les advis da cardinal Alberony, jaurois donne dans le 1 7 2 7 t 0 l 73 ° * 
panneau et me ferois ruine a tout jamais, car ce cardinal a faite et continue de Ripperda. 
faire dans cette occalion un perfonage tout autre que je n’aurois dii m’atten- 
dre et de l’idee que j’avois de luy, et des fervices que j’ay tiche de luy rendre. 

Je n’ofe entrer icy fans chifre en d’autres matieres, mais je vous prie de croire 
que j’ay toute la confiance immaginable dans voftre amitie pour moy et une 
egale emprelfement a vous prouver la fincerite de la mienne. 

Jacques R. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Return.—Honourable reception , and injolence of Ripperda. 

MY LORD* Madrid, December 37, 1725. 

JHE duke of Ripperda arrived bere fix days ago, and bad an audience-of Walpole 
an hour and half the fame night of their catholick majeftys, who exprefs’d ?apers ‘ 
themfelves afterwards highly fatisfied with him and his late condubt. He was Co ty> 
the day following declared fecretary of ftate, without fpecifying any province / 
in particular, but as he has not appeared at court fince by reafon of the gout, 
which has confined him to his bed from the firft night of his arrival here, ’tis 
not known as yet what authority will be put into his hands, tho’ tis believed 
he will under the name of fecretary exercife the funblion of firft minifter. 

He talks here with as much impertinence and infolence as ’tis poffible for 
him to have done at Vienna; and fince his arrival their catholick majeftys 
exprefs themfelves upon all occafions with infinitely greater rage and inve¬ 
teracy againft his majefty and France than ever, and with greater attachment 
to the emperor, and I think I may fafely affure your lordfhip of my having 
infallible proofs of the resolutions being absolutely taken of beginning a war 
in the fpring, towards which all forts of preparations are making with all pof¬ 
fible diligence. This court is refolved to ufe (tho’ I hope ’tis already too 
late) their utmoft endeavours towards diffuading the Dutch from acceeding 
to the treaty of Hanover, and for that purpofe figniore Orendayn* difpatched* Afterward: 
on the 11th inftant (after a long conference in fecret with the Dutch ambaffa- 
dor here) a courier to the Hague with a letter to the grand penfionary, com¬ 
plaining of him as one entirely attached to England, and defiring his being 
recalled. And I am affured that the refolution is taken in cafe the Dutch will 

not 
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not accede to give them the affiento de Negros, with the annual fhip, the 
’liberty of entering into the ports of the Eaft Indies, and a large abatement of 
the prefent duties in Spain upon their fpices, which at prefent amount almoft 
to a prohibition. 

The abbe Mongon is in daily conferences with the king of Spain’s con* 
feffor, though I believe he has not advanced much in the affair of the recon¬ 
ciliation : he told me two days ago, that Cnee the arrival of Ripperda, he looks 
upon the war as certain. 

The. late duke of Ormond had an audience of their catholic majeftys the 
night before laft of above an hour, the pretence of it was-to give an account of 
the late quarrel betwixt the pretender and his wife, and to juftify tire pro¬ 
ceedings of the former upon .that head. 

WILLIAM STANHOPE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Ripperda exercifes the power oj prime minijler under the name of Jecretary of 
Jlate.—His wild and extravagant behaviour.—Converfations with him on the 
fubjeBs of the O/lend commerce , Gibraltar , and the pretender.—His profef 
Jions of frimdfhip andJincerity. 

MY LORD, .Madrid, Dec. 27, 1725. 

* r JpHE expectation I have been in for fome time paft of the arrival here of a 
meffenger from Hanover, by whofe return I might have occafion of 
writing fully and freely to your lordfhip, made me defer from day to day 
difpatching to you a domeftick of my own, as being deGrous, if poffible, to 
avoid fo confiderable an expence.; but at prefent, that the return of the duke 
of Ripperda to this court, and his catholic majefty’s having put the whole of 
his authority into his hands., have opened fuch a new feene of affairs here, as 
in my humble opinion, may be for his majefty’s fervice to have your lordfhip 
fpeedily informed of. I durft not venture to defer any longer (for the fake of 
good hufbandry) the difpatching this my fervant with the account of it. 

In my laft letter to your lordfhip of the 17th, I had the honour to acquaint 
you with the favourable reception the duke of Ripperda had met withall 
from their catholic majeftys, and with the appearance there was of his exer- 
cifing the funftions of firft minifter under the title of fecretary of ftate; but at 
-prefent, I can affure your lordfhip, that what was then only probable, is now molt 
certain* he having vifibly taken the entire government into his hands, and par¬ 
ticularly 
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ticularly what relates to foreign affairs (as your lordfhip will fee by the in- Period IV. 
clofed letter I received from him the other day) the like of which he has a l_, 1727101?3 °* 
ready fent alfo the Dutch ambaffador, and intends to do the fame, in a few Ripperda. 
days, to all the foreign minifters. In lhort, my lord, he is to the full, as 
abfolute as the cardinal Aberoni ever was; and altho’ he has not the title of 
firft minifter (which is a name the king of Spain has an averfion to, and could 
never be brought to bellow, even upon the cardinal) he under that of feere- 
tary of Hate, without any particular department, commands all the others, 
and the reft of the Spanilh monarchy. 

Were not the temper and character of this wild man, perfectly well known 
to your lordfhip, I could fcarcely flatter myfelf with the hopes, that any cre¬ 
dit could be given to the following accounts of his extravagant and contra¬ 
dictory difcourfes and behaviour, much lefs that any fure inference could be 
drawn from thence of what maybe expected from him; and I muft freely 
own, that altho’ I am an eye witnefs of his tranfaftions, and have had for 
thefe two days laft pall conferences with him of feveral hours alone, I am 
wholly unable to judge, whether his being thus put in authority, will be ad¬ 
vantageous, or otherwife to his majefty’s interefts, and to the tranquillity of the 
reft of Europe. I fhall therefore content myfelf with barely relating to you 
his behaviour here, and what has paffed between us. 

Immediately after his landing at Barcelona, all the officers of that garrifon 
went to wait upon him, to whom he gave an ample account of all his tranf- 
aftions at Vienna; adding, that the emperor had 150,000 men, ready to 
march at an hour’s warning, and prince Eugene upon his taking leave, bid him 
allure the king of Spain, that in cafe of a war, he would have as many more 
in fix months. He Chewed the utmoft,contempt for France, and particularly 
for the perfon of monfieur le Due and his government, telling them, that if 
the Hanoverian league Ihould dare to oppofe themfelves to the defigns of the 
emperor" and Spain, France would be pillaged on all fides, the king of Pruflia, 
whom he was pleafed always to call by the name of the grand grenadier, 
would be driven out of his country by the emperor in one campaign, as his 
majefty would be alfo in the fame time out of his dominions in Germany, and 
out of his Englilh ones by the pretender: he added, that the reconciliation 
between France-and Spain, Ihould never be, whilft he had any authority; and 
faid, he only willied to live till that was brought about, as being 'allured he 
Ihould then die a very old man. Upon his arrival here, he talked publickly in 
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Period IV. the king’s antichamber in the fame ftyle, excepting only, he never named his 

/ ' l i .‘ majeftv. neither direfilly nor indire&ly. This infolent behaviour of his here, 
together with the accounts I had received from your lordfhip, and others of his 
impertinent difcourfes at Vienna, made me determine not to go near him, which 
refolution I accordingly kept, till I received the abovementioned inclofed let¬ 
ter from him; altho’ he had been declared fecretary of ftate ten days before. 
But then I thought I could not take upon myfelf, without orders, to refufe 
to treat with a minifter particularly named by the king of Spain for that pur- 
pofe, efpecially, feeing I had no other proof than that ofhesrfay to alledge of 
his having talked in the infolent manner abovementioned at Barcelona: befides, 
as I had known him intimately for-thefe eight years, and had a right to talk to 
him with more freedom and plainnefs than any body elfe (for reafons your 
lordfhip is acquainted withal) I hoped, confidering his talkative temper, that 
fome lights might be got in converfation with him, into what he was driving at. 

I therefore went to him upon the 24th; who received me withall imaginable 
■civility, and with the ftrongeft profeflions of efteem and particular friendfhip. 

In this our firft conference, which lafted near two hours, after having talked 
over his tranfafdions at-the court of Vienna, he faid, that he was fenfiblethat 
a great part of the world looked upon him as a madman and a traitor, and that 
I myfelf had alfo an ill opinion of him, but that as I was the oldeft and molt 
intimate acquaintance he had in Spain, and the perfon whole confidence and 
friendship he moft earneftly and fincerely defired to maintain and cultivate, he 
•would open himfelf to me with the greatefl veracity, and without any referve, 
by {hewing me his very foul, and the whole of all his views and tranfaftions, and 
would confefs to me what he would hide from all the world befides, and even 
from his own confeffor. He begun by faying, that he was and ever would be, a 
mortal and irreconcilable enemy to the French, and wifhed God Almighty 
might never have mercy upon him, if ever he negleQed any opportunity 
of confounding that nation, or if ever he fuffered, whilft he had any credit here, 
a reconciliation between this court, and allured me, that their catholic majeftys, 
were .exafitly in the fame way of thinking, and that they had politively alfured 
him feveral times, fincehis coming hither, that they would never receed-from 
their demand of monfieur le Due’s coming hither in perfon, adding, that tho’ he 
fhould comply (which they thought him vile enough to do) they would never 
enter into any friendfhip, treaties, or engagements with France; and tho* 
they then could not refufe to let thofe of that nation exercife their commerce 

here. 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


here, they ffiould meet with fuch continual vexations in. it, as fhould by de- Period iv. 
grees render it ufelefs to them, but that however their catholic majeftys, and f 72710I?3 ° * 
he himfelf were ftedfaftly refolved not to begin a war againft France, as look- Ripperda. 
ing upon fuch a feigned peace as lefs hazardous, and as effectual a way of 
ruining that nation, as any fuccefs they could hope for in a war. This he af~ 
fured me with the molt folemn oaths and imprecations, was the prefent fenti- 
ments of their catholick majeftys, and himfelf upon that head, and was what 
he ftedfaftly (and believed they werealfo) refolved to continue inj that the fyf- 
tem he had lay’d down to himfelf, and what he would go upon, was to preferve 
the liberty and tranquillity of Europe. For which purpofe he fhould equally 
oppofe the emperor’s becoming too powerfull as that of France, but that he 
thought there was infinitely lefs danger to be apprehended from the former’s 
being fo,than from the latter’s, and that therefore he would by all the means pof- 
fible, endeavour to eftablilh the molt perfedt union between Spain, England, and 
Holland, and a good correfpondence with the court of Vienna, and that for that 
purpofe, he was delirous and ready to enter into new engagements with his ma- 
jefty and the Dutch, that Ihould not in any wife be repugnant to the late treaty 
of Hanover, which the king of Spain confented might remain in its full force; as 
looking upon it as a defenfive alliance only, and confequently not prejudi¬ 
cial to his interefts or defigns, fince he was ftedfaftly refolved not to be the 
aggreffor or attack any of his neighbours. 

As to the pretender, he faid, he muft own his having talked both here and 
at Vienna in his favour, but that in his interiour he was as fincerely in his 
majefty’s interefts and in that of his royal family as the bell fubjecl he had, 
of which he would give the moll effential proofs upon every occafion that 
fhould prefent itfelf; that his talking in the manner he had done, proceeded 
from his opinion of making his court to their catholick majeftys by fo doing, 
but more efpecially to appear zealous in his religion, which was much fufpe&ed 
in this country, and to avoid pafling for an heretick, and falling into the hands 
of the inquifition, who he was very fure are very watchful over him, and as 
they looked upon him as a chrijliano nuevo, would lay hold of any pretext for 
falling upon him, or at leaft for afperfinghim and ruining him with his matter. 

This was what he faid he would not nor durft not fay to his confeffor, but cal¬ 
led God to witnefs in the moft folemn manner of the exa£t fincerity of what 
he thus affirmed. He defired I would in confidence, and with the greateft 
fecrecy acquaint your lordlhip with this, and that you would pleafe to do the 
' vol. 11. part 11, 4 e fame 
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fame to his majefty, -with the mod folemn affurances of his unalterable refo- 
.lution of continuing in the fame fentimeats with ref; ect to his majefty’s in- 
terefts and the proteftant fucceflion, as your lordfhin knew he was formerly 
in upon thofe fubjeds when he had the honour to be perfonally and intimately 
known to you in Holland. He alfo moft pofitively affured me, that nothing 
had been concerted or even treated upon by his canal or to his knowledge 
betwixt the courts of Madrid and Vienna in favour of the pretender, and that 
he was fully perfuaded no enterprize was at prefent on foot or even projected 
either by any prince or by the jacobites themfelves of that nature, and pro- 
tefted that whatever defigns on that head fhould come to his knowledge, he 
would not only diredly oppofe them to the utmoft of his power, but would 
immediately give me a moft faithful and exad account of them. He po- 
fitively affirmed there was no fecret treaty or articles whatfoever entered into 
betwixt this court and that of Vienna, and that the two fhips faid to be granted 
to the company of Oftende is abfolutely falfe, tho’- he owned that matter had 
been preffed by the German minifters with the utmoft force, tho 5 conftantly 
as pofitively reje&ed by him, and that no engagements were entered into for 
a marriage, nor any promife made of that nature, declaring he always looked 
upon the execution of any fuch thing as impracticable and impoffible. 

As to the affair of Gibraltar, he faid it was the thing in the world that gave 
the greateft pain from the extream defire he had always obferved in his catho- 
lick majefty for the recovery of that place, but that he flattered himfelf how¬ 
ever with the hopes of being able in a fhort time to accommodate that bufi- 
nefs. In our converfation upon that head, I endeavoured to let him fee the 
injuftice of his catholick majefty’s pretenfions, and the wrong and direQly op- 
pofite meafures he had taken, and was purfuing for the obtaining what he de- 
fired. That he might be abfolutely affured that not only his majefty but the na- 
.tion would ever rejeCt with the higheft indignation any propofal made in that 
affair, that fhould carry with it the leaft appearance of threatning, and that al¬ 
though the parliament fhould be inclined to hearken to any about that matter 
(which was certainly very farr from being the cafe at prefent) his majefty’s 
honour would not allow him to condefcend to it, confidering the haughty and 
imperious manner in which his catholick majefty had made his demand. That 
he muft not expect that his majefty and his parliament would any longer buf¬ 
fer fuch indignities, or patiently fubmitt to all the prejudices to be appre¬ 
hended from a war with Spain, with their hands thus ty’d up from making 
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themfeives fuch amends as an open rupture would naturally afford, which was Period IV. 
the cafe at prefent from the entire flop thus' put to our trade both here and in * 7 2 7 t ° r 73 ° - 
the Indies, by the miftruft got amongft our merchants through thofe threaten- Ripperda. 
ing declarations; that it was therefore neceffary to come to a fpeedy and 
thorough explication upon that head. 

He anfwered, that he entirely difapproved of the fteps hitherto taken in 
that affair, as being fenfible that fuch menaces mull draw on a rupture, and 
would therefore induce his matter to recede from his late demand of that place 
for the month of January, and doubted not but with a little patience he fhould 
amicably accommodate that affair. Upon which I deiired he would tell me 
plainly what he propofed to reduce the king of Spain to. He afwered, that for 
the prefent all he could hope for was to prevail upon him to declare to me, that 
he no longer infifted upon his demand for the month of J anuary, but mutt be 
contented to wait three or four months longer, and that afterwards (he Rip¬ 
perda, faid) I might be abfolutely affured he would by degrees lead his matter 
to accommodate that matter entirely to his majefty’s fatisfaftion. But upon my 
telling him that fuch a declaration would be entirely ineffectual, as carrying 
{till with it an air of threatning, and not removing the diffidence abovemen- 
tioned in our merchants, and that therefore if his catholick majefty fincerely 
defired to live in friendfhip and confidence with his majefty, he mutt declare 
that the affair of Gibraltar {hall never caufe a rupture betwixt them, whether 
ever it be reftored or no, he beg’d I would put an entire confidence in 
him, and judge by his behaviour in this affair of the fincerity in every thing 
elfe: he added, that .he would go immediately to their catholick majeftys, and 
would employ to the utmoft his whole credit with them for the procuring me 
an agreeable anfwer upon this affair, which he would give me the next 
day. 

Accordingly the next morning, I received a letter from him, excufing his 
not being able to come to me by reafon of his gout, and begging to fee me at 
his boufe at fix o’clock. As foon as I got thither, he told me he had faithfully 
executed every thing he had promifed me, and even ventured his credit with 
their catholick majeftys, in pufhing that affair farther than I could have ex¬ 
pected from him. He faid he had not fucceeded entirely to his fatisfaCtion, 
being afraid that it would not be altogether to mine, tho’ as to himfelf, he was 
abfolutely affured of having entirely obviated any inconveniency from that 
matter for the future. He begun then by telling me what had paffed in his 
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Period IV. audience, which having, as he faid, lafted above two hours, folely upon this 
l 727 0173 ° ‘ affair, is too long to repeat. But the fubftance of it was, that the king of Spain 
had only ordered him to declare to me, that he would ftill wait three months 
beyond that of January, the time laft infilled upon for the reflitution of that 
place, but that from himfelf, and in the greateft confidence, he could pofitively 
affure me, that the king of Spain would certainly never break with his majefty 
upon the affair of Gibraltar. His reafons for it were, that upon alking the king 
of Spain what he would do in cafe Gibraltar was not returned within the three 
months laft limited, he anfwered, that he would then give three more, and after 
that, three more. See. and upon being ftrongly preffed to declare his inten¬ 
tions, in cafe of its never being reftored at all, he, tho’ with much repugnance 
and difficulty, brought him to promife pofitively not to break with his ma¬ 
jefty upon that account, but at the fame time, charged him (Ripperda) not to 
let me know any thing of what had thus paired between them, nor make any 
other declaration to me, than that of the three months; adding, that if his in¬ 
tentions were once known in England, he fhould afterwards defpair of any 
fuccefs. This Ripperda told me, I might, in the greateft confidence, acquaint 
your lordfhip withal], and defired, at the fame time, you would pleafe to beg 
his majefty would be affured of the -truth of what he had advanced to me, 
and that he anfwered and engaged his life for the bringing the king of Spain, in 
a fhort time, to confent to the declaration propofed by me as above. In fhort, 
my lord, ’tis abfolutely impoffible in nature, for any one to make fairer pro- 
mifes, or ftronger proteftations of zeal and good will, but with what fince- 
rity, feems doubtfull. Before I leave this bufinefs, I fhould mention his hav¬ 
ing often repeated to me the emperor’s declaration to him upon his leaving 
Vienna, viz. that in cafe the king of Spain defired it, he would renew his in- 
ftances, in the ftrongeft manner, to his majefty for the reflitution of Gibraltar, 
and if thofe fhould prove ineffectual, and his catholick majefty thought fit to 
declare war upon that account, he, the emperor, would affift him in it, with his 
whole force. 

As to the affair of Ofiend, he faid he fhou’d be glad to treat with me upon 
it, and did not doubt but we fhould find fome expedient for the accom¬ 
modating that matter to the fatisfaflion of his majefty and the ftates general. 
He told me, that the king of Spain had already, by his advice, offered to the 
Dutch his mediation betwixt them and the emperor, by a letter from fignior 
Orendayn, of the day before, to their ambaffador here, of which the inclofed is a 
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copy. He faid further, that the expedient he had fixed upon, and brought the Period.IV. 
emperor to agree to; was the limiting the Oftend company to a certain fmall * 7 - t 7 t01 73 Q . 
number of fhips, not to fuflFer them to make any eftablifhment or fettlements Ripperda. 
in the Indies; to give to the Englifh and Dutch, equal priviledges of entering 
into all Spanifh ports in the Eaft Indies with thofe of the emperor’s fubjecds, 
and laftly, to lower the duties upon Dutch fpices brought into Spain, with 
fome other advantages to the Englifli in their commerce here. 

I am afraid that the hafte I write in, will make this account of my converfa- 
tion with the duke of Ripperda appear very confufed to your lordfhip; and 
that the length of this letter will have tired your patience. But as the prefent 
difcourfes and proteftations of this new minifter are fo diametrically oppofite 
to all his former ones, I thought myfelf obliged to be more circumftantial in 
relating them than I fhould other wife have needed to have been, tho’ I have 
omitted ten thoufand things, that from the mouth of any other perfon in his 
llation would have deferved taking particular notice of. The fubftance of his 
whole difcourfes may be reduced to his molt pofitive and folemn affurances of 
there being no treaty or promife of marriage for don Carlos with any of the 
arch-dutcheffes for feparate and fecret engagements, or articles entered into 
between the courts of Vienna and Madrid, of any kind wbatfoeverj his 
avowed inveterate and irreconcilable hatred to France, and moll erneft defire 
and refolution of cultivating the ftri&eft union and friendfhip betwixt his ma- 
jefty, the king of Spain, and ftates general, without requiring any thing from 
his majefty, inconfiftent with his late engagements entered into by the treaty 
of Hanover, and his ftedfaft refolution of not beginning a warr; his pofitive 
' declarations of never not only not countenancing or aflifting the pretender,, 
but of difcovering to me whatever defigns were carrying in his favour, that 
fhall come to his knowledge, with the ftrongeft affurances of his accommodat¬ 
ing fpeedily the affair of Gibraltar to his majefty’s fatisfa&ion. 

As to myfelf in particular, he profeffes the ftridteft friendlhip and confidence, 
affuring me that he defires to live in the greatefl intimacy with me, and that 
he will open to me his heart and all his fecrets without any referve, and with 
morefincerity and confidence than to any other man in the world befides. He 
fays he is fenfible of his not having another friend in all Spain (which is mod 
certainly true) and that confequently fhould he be engaged in a war, the dif- 
appointments and oppofitions that every one in employment would induf- 
trioufly fling in the way of the execution and fuccefs of every undertaking of 
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bis, muft infallibly make it mifcarrv, and confequently fpeedily ruin him with 
’ their catholick mtajeftys* that therefore his only fecurity mud be to live in peace, 
in hopes thereby to merit the favour and protection of the foreign powers, in 
order to fupport himfelf againft the powerful factions, which he is fare" will 
never ceafe attacking him at home, I rxrnlt confefs, my lord, that all thefe 
confidences and moft folemn profeffions (altho* they may deferve fome atten¬ 
tion) have not weight enough with me to make me depend upon the fincerity of 
them, fo thorough and direCt a change feems tgo fudden to be natural, nor can I 
reconcile what I thus hear him fay to what I fee him do, it being moft ap¬ 
parently evident that all imaginable preparations are carrying on with the uttnoft 
diligence, and at a prodigious expence for the entring upon a war. They are 
not only fortifying all their frontier towns towards France, but even thofe to¬ 
wards Portugal, together with Cadiz, where (as your lordfhip will fee, by the 
enclofed letter from that conful) Mari’s fquadron, confifting of four men of 
war and two frigates, are ordered to be in readinefs to put to fea in all the month 
of February. They are going to augment their troops, by adding five men 
more to each company, and have a large field train of artillery, together with all 
forts of warlike preparations, as magazines, tents, &c. getting ready with the 
utmoft diligence ; and in ihort, my lord, I can truly allure you, that the queen’s 
confeflor, the marquis de Caftelar, and all thofe who are moft in the queen’s 
confidence, have pofitively allured Monteleon, that a war with England and 
France was abfolutely refolved upon. From all which, and from fundry other 
moft credible informations of the like nature, I am led to believe that all thofe 
fair fpeeches and promifes of Ripperda are defigned purely to amufe his raa- 
jelly, in hopes thereby to make him fufpend for fome months his fea prepa¬ 
rations, in order to their getting home in fafety their galleons and flota, that 
are both expeCted at Cadiz by the end of June next, with an immenfe quantity 
of money, upon the reception of which all their poffible means of carrying on 
a war entirely depends. Thefe confiderations would lead me (if I durft 
prefume to offer my fentiments in fuch matters) humbly to propofe to his ma- 
jefty’s confideration, whether it might not be advifeable to take advantage of 
theirprefent fears for their faid galleons and flota, by vigoroufiy infilling, both 
in his majefty’s and the king of France’s name, upon an immediate and 
thorough explanation from his catholick majefty, of his intentions as to peace 
or war, in order to the quieting the minds of their fubjeQs, and freeing 
them from the extreme detriment caufed to their trade by being thus_ kept 
, * ia 
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in fufpence as to the fecurity they may find for’ their fhips in the ports of Period IV. 
Spain. 

Whilft I am now writing, Mr. Stalpart is come to me, fent from the abbe Ripperda. 
de Montgon to acquaint me with his having been informed by a good hand, 
that a courier has been difpatched this evening from this court to that of Paris, 
with the propofals of an accommodation between them, on condition that the 
court of France enters immediately into a defenfive and an offenfive alliance, 
in order to the carrying on a religious warr in Germany. The faid abbe fays, 
he is purfuaded of the truth of this account, tho 5 he is equally of this propo- 
fal’s being made exprefsly and folely with the view of railing jealoufies betwixt 
his majefty and France, which was the reafon of his thus acquainting me with 
it, for fear it lhould come to my knowledge by other means, and confequently 
make me fufpedl his having entered into that affair: he added, that he was 
fully convinc’d of this court’s being determined not to be reconciled with that 
of France, and that therefore whatever propofals they lhould make, could be 
defigned at bell only to amufe and gain time. 

It has not been poflible for me to come at the difcovery of the particulars 
of any defign carrying on either by this court or the jacobites here in favour 
of the pretender, and I am entirely perfuaded, that nothing of that nature has 
as yet come to the knowledge of the Ruffian minifter here, by means of whofe . 
fecretary, I cannot fail of being acquainted with every thing that palfes through 
his hands. I intend in a day or two to put the fincerity of the duke de Rip- 
perda’s profeffions to a tryall, by infilling with him upon the immediate recall 
of Pozobueno, and of the replacing him by Monteleon or marquis Maxi. 


THE EMPEROR TO THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA. 


Congratulates him on being appointed fecretary of fate. 

(De Vienne ce 29 Janvier, 1726.) DON Charles par la Clemence divine 
empereur des Remains, toujours augufle, roy d’Allemagne, de Caftille, de 
Leon, d’Arragon, des deux Siciles, de Jerufalem, de Boheme, Hongrie, Dal- 
matie, Croacie et des Indes, archiduc d’Autriche, due de Bourgogne, de 
Milan, et de Brabant, comte de Flandres, &c. 

Illuftriffime due Ripperda, coufin. Par votre lettre du 26 Decembre 
dernier, vous me faites part de la confiance et diftin&ion que le fereniffime 
feigneur roy d’Efpagne mon bon frere et coufin a faite de vdtre perfonne, en 


Walpole 

Papers. 
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Period IV. V ous av arrant a la fecretairerie d’eftat, et de la depeche avec I’exp edition 
5 IfI^J^*des matieres eftrangeres, et comprennant dans les circonftances d’une fi fage 
eledlion le jufte motif d’icelle a caufe de vos merites et des epreuves de votre 
zele et fidelite. Apres avoir re^eu dans mon efprit royal vos expreffions, je 
viens a vous declarer ma reconn oiffance pour icelles, et pour votre fort, en 
vous aflfurant de ma bienveillance et royal penchant a tout ce qui peut eftre 
pour votre confolation: et parce que ma volonte et efprit royal font portes 
(par les liens eftroits de parentage et amitie avec le dit feigneur roy mon bon. 
frere) a fa plus grande gloire, feurete et fatisfa&ion, j’accepte avec toute 
complaifance l’avis que vous me donnez de fa roy ale refolution d’arrenger 
fes finances et I’eftat de fa marine; agreant pareillement les demon ft rations 
avec les quelles fon fouvenir royal juftifie par tout, fa fermete et conftance 
dans le foutien des communs interets: fur le quel fujet vous entendrez plus 
au long ce qui fepalfe par mon chancellier de cour comte de Sinzendorf, etne 
pouvant douter que votre entendement, et connoiffance ne s’exercent toujours 
dans le louable propos de la paix, et dans le cours des communs avantages, je 
veiix vous^ renouveller l’alfeurance de mon fouvenir cefarien et de fes effets 
en ce qui pourra eftre dorefenavant pour votre fatisfa&ion® 

Moy le Roy® 

In the empe- Encore une fois je me felicite de votre heureufe arrivee, puifque je fuis feur, 
hand writing. *I ue C€ ^ era P our P^ us g ran ^ Service du roy votre maitre, et pour toujours 
augmenter l’union des interets des deux couronnes. Et comma il ne fe 
paffe aujourd’huy rien de particulier outre ce que vous apprendrez par mon 
chancellier de cour, je me fuis fervi d’une autre main; fouhaitant de continuer 
cette correfpondance dans la fuite, et vous aflurant de. mon affedtion et con- 
fiance en votre perfonne® 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE® 
Ripperda mentions the purport of the fecret articles in the treaty of Vienna, 

MY LORD, Madrid, February 4th, 1726, N»S. 

Harrington 'p W O pofts being yet wanting here from England, I am ftill without any 
Papers ‘ commands from your grace or lord Townfliend. The fecond (hitherto 

Draught, fecret) treaty betwixt the emperor and the king of Spain, will, as the duke de 
Ripperda told me two days ago, foon be made publick. It confifts, ac¬ 
cording 
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cording to his reprefentation of it to me, of three particular articles, befides Period IV. 
the general one of a perpetual alliance defenfive and offenfive, viz. t. An [ I 7 2 7 t °i73»* 

9 ... — 1 "» mf 

engagement on the part of Spain to fupport and maintain the company of Of- Ripperda. 
tende. 2. An engagement on the part of the emperor (as an equivalent for 
the former) to procure Gibraltar for the king of Spain, by good offices if pof- 
fible, but if they prove ineffe&uall, by open force. 3. The adjuftment of the 
fuccours to be reciprocally furnifhed in cafe of a war, viz. on the. part of the 
emperor thirty thoufand men to be actually fent by him into Spain. On the 
part of Spain, money to be fent for the payment of the like number of troops 
wherefoever the emperor ffiould think fitt to employ them. This treaty was 
concluded foon after the firft, but thought not proper to be divulged ’till it 
became neceffary in order to frighten the Dutch from acceeding to the treaty 
of Hannover. 


THE PRETENDER TO THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA. 

Requejls him to confult the duke of Ormond.—Decries cardinal Alheroni. 

(De Rome ce 9 Fevrier, i72 6.) MON coufin. J’ai appris avec d'au- Walpole 
tant plus de fatisfaQion les marques diftinguees de confiance dont le roy ca- fa P ers * 
tholique vous a honore depuis votre retour en Efpagne, que voftre amide pour Copy, 
moy, dont je fuis bien informe, m’engage a m’interreffer particulierement a 
vos advantages prefentes, et a. les regarder mefme comme les miennes propres. 

Je vous prie d’efcouter le due d’Ormonde fur des matieres dont il ne convient 
pas d’eferire hors de cyfre, et d’avoir pour luy une confiance entiere fur tout 
ce qui me regarde, ce qu’il vous aura appris par rapport a la reine, et ce que 
j’ay efte oblige d’en eferire moy mefme au roy catholique me dilpenfera de 
vous en entretenir icy longuement. J’efpere que les bons confeils de leur ma- 
jeftes catholiques contribueront a la rammener a fon devoir, et la detacheront 
de ceux qui ne cherchent qu’a nous perdre l’un et l’autre, et fi j’ayois fuivie 
les conceils du cardinal Alberony, ils n’auroient que trop reuffij j’ay efte ne- 
ceffite d’eferire fortement contre ce cardinal au roy, mais j’aurois crii manquer 
a luy auffi bien qu’a moy fi je n’avois parle clairement fur fon fujet. Con¬ 
tinue moy je vous prie voftre amide dans la quelle j’ay la plus grande con¬ 
fiance, et foyes perfuade de la fincerite de la mienne et de ma parfaitte gra¬ 
titude. Voftre affedlione coufin, 

Jacques R. 
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WILLIAM-STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 


Rippe?~da y $ promifes. 


MY LORD, 


Madrid, February n, 172-6, N. S, 


^LTHO’ the domeftick I difpatched to your grace upon the 27th of 
December laft, returned hither three days ago with the letters you did me 
the honour to write to me by him upon the 13th of January, O. S. I muft beg 
leave to defer for a few days, or ’till the next poll (in cafe I have nothing 
worth difpatching an exprefs withall fooner) giving your grace an account of 
the fuccefs I have met withall in the execution of the orders brought me by 
him; the duke de Ripperda having demanded three or four days time to con- 
fider upon what I had reprefented to him in confequence of the faid orders, 
after which he promifed I lhould receive his catholick majefty’s fentiments and 
determination thereupon. In the mean-time, I thought proper to acquaint 
your grace, that the faid minifter continues to exprefs himfelf to me exaftly in 
the fame terms as formerly, and as a proof of his fincerity, affures me, that he 
has taken the advantage of their catholick majeftys’ refentment againft the pre¬ 
tender, upon his late ill ufage of his wife, to perfwade them to take away his 
penfion, which is actually done; and as he pofitively promifes, fhall neyerbe 
renewed. He fays he will fpeedily do the fame thing with thofe of the duke 
of Ormond and the reft of the Jacobites here. He tells me alfo, that the king 
of Spain has actually confented to the recal of Pozo-Bueno; and that another 
will be appointed to fucceed him fpeedily, and hopes it may be Monteleon, tho* 
their catholick majeftys are more difpofed to fend him to Turin. 

All other matters remain here exaflly in the fame fituation as when I had the 
honour to write laft to your grace, excepting only that the duke de Ripperda’s 
authority increafes daily: he has lately taken the marine affairs into his own 
hands, by annexing that office to his own, and feems at prefent to turn his 
utmoft application towards the getting together' a fleet for the furamer, for 
which purpofe he has made feveral contrafts for the buying up of lhips in 
Italy and in the north, and, as I am credibly informed, has fent to St. Ander 
to offer money for the Mufeovite ones at prefent in that port. 
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THE PRETENDER TO THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA. 

Recommends the duke of Wharton. 

(De Rome ce 4 Mars, 1726.) LE due de Wharton n’aura pas befoin de 
recommendations aupres de vous. Vous connoiffes fon merite et fon credit en 
Angleterre, et fon fincere attachment a moy ne vous le rendra pas, je fuis fure, 
moins eftimable. Je 1 ’envoye en Efpagne pour reprefenter a leurs majeftes 
catholiques ce qui regarde mes interefts dans une conjonfiture auflx critique, 
et je vous prie de lui donner vos confeils, et de l’appuyer de tout voftre cre¬ 
dit aupres de vos maiftres. Je fuis plus fenfible, que je ne puis vous l’exprimer, 
a tout ce qu’il m’a dit de voftre zele et amide pour moy, et j’y place d’autant 
plus de confiance qu’il femble qu’il ne 'manque que mon retabiiffement pour 
mettre le comble a voftre propre gloire, et pour rendre le roy catholique le 
plus grand prince de l’univers. Je n’entreray icy en aucun detail, me remet- 
tant au due de Wharton a vous entretenir de touttes mes affaires polidques et 
domeftiques. J’efpere tout de vos bonnes offices, et je vous prie de conter fur 
la fincerite de ma gratitude et amide. 


Period IV. 
1727101730. 

Ripperda. 

Walpole 

Papers, 


Copy* 


Jacques, R. 


THE EMPEROR TO THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA.* 

Commends his zeal and good fervices . 

DUC DE RIPPERDA COUSIN, Le 9 Mars, 1726. 

J>AR les deux couriers extraordinaires votre fils m’a remis les deux voftres Walpole: 

du 12 et 20 Janvier par les quelles j’ay remarque, a ma grande fatis- ^ a P ers -. 
fa&ion (quoique j’en fuffe toujours certain) combieri voftre zele et applica¬ 
tion continuelle contribuent a l’avancement de la monarchic Efpagnole, et a 
eftablir toujours plus fermement 1’union de mes interets avec ceux des vos 
maitres, et vous pofez la feurete des effets en divers points effentiels, fur les 
quels, pour n’avoir pas affez de terns, je vous fais repondre par mon chancel- 
lier de courj comme aulfi j’ay donne ordre a mon ambaffadeur de conferer 
avec vous fur divers points importans, et mon efprit agreant avec reconnoif- 
fance votre diligence, travail, et fatigues pour le common bien, je me felicite 
dfe la confiance meritee que les t roys mes freres mettent en votre perfonne, -f. The king 

et de la volonte qu’ils confervent dans notre reciproque union et amide, la a " d <l“ eea 

> r i ’of Spam. 

* Official tranflation from the Spanifh original, in the hand-writing of the emperor. 

4 r 2 - quelle 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


588 

PeriodIV. quelle je conferveray tres fincerement par inclination et par tous ces liens fi 
1727to 1730 . ^ tro ~ ts q U * nQUS un ;[p cnt . vous reiterant raon affection, et la confiance que je 
mets en votre perfonne, et mon bon fouvenir en ce qui pourra vous donner 
la plus grande fatisfaClion. 

Moi le Roy. 

WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Confirms the account given by Ripperda by the tejlimony'of the Dutch emhajfa- 
dor.—CondvB of\ and intelligence from Ripperda. 

MY LORD, Madrid, March 25, 1726. NT, S. 

Received together by the laft poft the honour of two letters from your 
grace, one of the 17th February, and the other of the 22d O. S. I am 
Draught, extreamly obliged to your grace for having been pleafed to communicate to me 
in the firft of them the late addreffes of the two houfes of parliament, and I 
doubt not but the concern which the nation fhews for his majefty’s honour, 
and their vigorous declarations of exerting themfelves to the utmofi. in pro¬ 
tecting and defending the German dominions, in cafe of any infult or attack, 
will effectually (hew to the world the folly of thofe who may have vainly flat¬ 
tered themfelves with the hopes of fo wife and gratefull a nation’s being ca¬ 
pable of not looking upon the honour and interefts of the belt of kings as in- 
feparable from their own. It was with the greateft fatisfaCtion that I learnt 
by your grace’s faid letter, that mine of the 4th of February had in fomefort 
contributed to the fuccefs of the aforefaid refolutions, and had I forefeen that 
fuch a ufe would have been made of it, I jfhould have taken care to have 
{Lengthened my affertions with the concurring teftimony of the Dutch am- 
baffador here, who the fame day writ the very fame things to monfieur Fagell, 
as your grace will fee by the inclofed letter, which I received from him 
yefterday. 

Upon obferving that the laft Dutch gazete had brought an account of what 
had pafs’d in the houfe of lords in relation to my faid letter, I immediately 
took the pretext of an affair lately happened in the commerce at Barcelona, 
of feeing the duke de Ripperda, whom I found a little diffatisfyed at publifh- 
ing in the gazets matters of fuch confidence, which, as he pretended, he had 
communicated to me in confidence, tho’ without pretending that I had in the 
leaft mifreprefented what had pafs’d between us, excepting only that the 30,000 

men 


Harrington T 
Papers. I 
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men to be fent hither by the emperor, were mentioned in the faid gazette to be Per io <3 IV. 
defigned exprefsly for the taking of Gibraltar, whereas he only faid, they were ' /3 

to affid the king of Spain in general, which I owned to be true and agreeable Ripperda. 
to what I had the honour to write to your grace, and that confequently the 
other aflertion mud have been a midake in the prints. I fhall not fail to ex¬ 
ecute his majeftie’s commands, fignified to me in your grace’s letter in cypher 
of the 22d paft, O. S. 

Matters here are in the greateft confufion, nor is it poffible for me, at lead;, to 
form any judgement upon the intentions of this court as to peace orwar. On the 
one hand, it is not only moll certain, but notorious to all the world, that the 
emperor’s ambaflador here is highly diffatisfyed with the duke de Ripperda, 
and complains publickly of his having deceived the court of Vienna in not 
furnifhing the money promifed by him, who excufes himfelf upon the impoffi- 
bility of doing it in the prefent bad date of his catholick majefly’s revenues, 
of which he yederday gave the mod convincing proof, by putting a total Hop 
to all payments whatfoever (the fame thing as {hutting up the exchequer with 
us) which has put the whole nation, particularly the moneyed men, to whom 
large fums are owing, into the greateft confirmation and. delpair imaginable. 

It is alfo certain, that the king is extremely agitated and uneafy, and has dayly 
difputes and quarrels with the queen, who does nothing but cry from morn¬ 
ing till night. On the other hand, orders are given for the forming a 
camp with all expedition of 12,000 men, betwixt Siguenza and Soria, 30 
leagues from Madrid, and about as much from Pampeluna, Fontarabia, 
and St. Sebaftian, and not much more from the neared; parts of Catalonia, 
which gives reafon to believe, that thofe troops are thus placed to march to 
either of the frontiers upon any motion on the part of France. 

Great magazins are alfo making in the faid places, and a large train of ar¬ 
tillery of 30 pieces of cannon is ordered immediately from Barcelona, which 
I believe is, by this time, upon its march: how to reconcile fuch an expence 
to the prefent want of money, is the great difficulty, efpecially to Ripperda’s 
having but two days fince, mod folemnly proteded to me, that he was in no 
■want of money, but gave out his being fo, purely to oblige thereby the em¬ 
peror not to think upon entering upon a war. The late duke of Ormond is 
as affiduous as ever at court, tho’ I don’t find that any of his projedts have been 
as yet hearkened to, much lefs approved ofj and Ripperda told me the other 

day* 
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Perrod I V. day, that to remove all iealoufies upon his account, in cafe I infilled upon it ia 
1727 to 173Q* . . o 1 

i~ . his majefty’s name, he would immediately make him quit Spain. 

The three Mufcovite lhips are, I believe, already failed from St. Andero. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Infolcnt and weak conduEl of the duke of Ripperda.— Situation and views of 
, the Spanifh court. 

MY LORD, • Madrid, April 11, 1726, N. S« 

Harrington r J''HE meffenger, Gordon, arrived here upon the 4th inftant, at night, with 
' ^ a P ers ‘ your grace’s difpatches to me of the 7th of the laft month, O. S. and as 

Draught, you was pleafed to direS me to fend him back again with all poffible expedi¬ 
tion, I have not kept him longer with me than was abfolutely neceffary for put¬ 
ting in execution the orders I received by him from your grace. 

I wilh, my lord, tho’ I dare not promife it, that the accounts I am going to 
give your grace of the fituation of affairs here, and of the difpofitions of this 
court as they appear to me to be at prefent, may anfwer your expectation, by 
clearing up in fome meafure the uncertainty of how farr the parties to the 
treaty of Vienna, and particularly Spain, will venture to put their defigtis 
againft his majefty in execution. For altho* I flatter myfelf with the hopes 
of being able to form a pretty fure judgement of the prefent difpofitions of 
this court, I have almoft as little certainty from thence of what they will be- 
a fortnight hence, as I have of knowing'what the wind will then be, from 
feeing how it is at prefent. This uncertainty proceeds, my lord, from having 
a minifter at the head of affairs here, upon whofe veracity no fort of dependance 
can be had, and what is Hill worfe, who a£ts upon no fixt fcheme, but entangled 
in the ralh engagements he has entered into, which he finds himfelf impoflible 
io fulfill (from the difappointments his vain hopes have met withall at home, 
and in mo ft of the courts of Europe} a perdu la tramontane et vit aujour la 
journee. 

, But the better to explain what I have thus advanced, as alfo to ftrengthen 
the probability of my not being deceived in the judgement I am going to lay 
before you, of the prefent difpofitions of this court, it is neceflary for me to 
give your grace a fhort account of the conduft and difcourfes of the duke of 
Riperda,ever Alice his return from. Vienna. 


Your 
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Your grace will have obferved from my 1 former letters the infupportable in- Period IV. 
folence that appeared in all his difcourfes upon his fir ft entrance into, the mi- t0173< ; 
niftry, with what’extravagance he extolled the irrefiftable force of the emperor, Ripperda. 
and the inexhauftible riches of the king of Spain, which joyned, were not only 
capable of counterbalancing the reft of the powers of Europe, but able to 
chaftife thofe who fhould have the boldnefs to difpute receiving the law from 
them ; the pretender was to,be fent into England, and his majefty and the king 
of Pruffia driven out of their dominions in Germany in one campaign, &c c. 

Such were his conftant difcourfes then, and as I believe, his real ideas. In¬ 
toxicated with his new honours, and the abfolute authority he found himfelf 
invefted with, he flattered himfelf with afiurances of the king of Poland’s and 
czarina’s acceflion to the treaty of Vienna, as alfo that the prefent weaknefs, 
as he was pleafed to call it, of the French government, and divifion among 
the minifters, would effeftually prevent that crown’s coming to any vigorous 
refolutions, and that the parliament of England would never approve of a warr 
with Spain, nor the Dutch venture to accede to the treaty of Hanover, and that 
he himfelf by his fuperior abilities and power, fhould eafily find the means of 
drawing from the Spaniards whatever fums of money he fhould either want or 
defire. Thefe notions in a weak head, naturally infolent and enterprifing, 
encouraged him to write that haughty letter of the 23d January, to the ftates 
general, as alfo to make that indifcreet difcovery of the articles of the fecret 
treaty mentioned in my letter of the 4th of February, vainly hoping by fuch 
ill judged bravados, of which he moft heajrtily repents at prefent, to frighten 
his majefty and the Dutch from purfuing the meafures they were entring 
into. 

This, my lord, I am perfuaded, is a juft ireprefentation of the way of think¬ 
ing and afling of that minifter, at, and for forr\e months after his arrival here, 
from which it feems evident, that his intentions and refolutions then were to .1 . 
oblige by force the reft of the powers of Europe to fubmitt to whatever laws 
the emperor and king of Spain fhould think fit to prefcribe to them. But at 
prefent, that matters both abroad and at home, appear to him with a quite dif- ' 
ferent face, that he has loft all hopes from Poland, and that thofe from the 
czarina are become at leaf! doubtfull, and that the parliament has' fhewn 
the greateft unanimity and vigour for the fupporting his majefty’s meafures, 
and the French ferioufiy difpofed to enter upon a warr, and not only' the 
Dutch, but feveral others of the moft confiderable powers of Europe, upon 

the 
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periodIV. the point of acceding to the treaty of Hanover, and what is yet ftill more 
1737 to 1730 . mor ^£yj ng to him, that he finds himfelf (from the ruined condition of liis ca- 
tholick majefty’s revenues, and the total ftop put to all puhlick credit from 
the diftruft he is in with all mankind) abfolutely impoffibilitted not only to 
furnilh the fupplies ftipulated for the emperor, but even to carry on the cur¬ 
rent fervice in the time of peace, without the affiftance expefled from the flota 
and gal eons, which in cafe of a warr run the rifque of falling into other hands. 
He has not only entirely changed his way of talking but of thinking alfo, and 
is now become as abje&ly fearfull, as he was before imperioufly intrepid, and 
would undoubtedly embrace any pofiible.expedient for the preventing or put¬ 
ting off a war for the prefent. But to find that expedient hoc opus hie labor ejl , 
which will eafily be explained by confidering the Gtuation he is in: as that he 
has for inveterate enemies not only all the other minifters, but the whole Spanifh 
nation, to whom he has rendered himfelf odious beyond imagination, and that 
he is by no means agreeable to the king himfelf; that his only fupport and pro- 
te&ion is the queen’s favour, which having got by flattering her with the hopes 
and affurances of obtaining an archdutchefs for her fon, he is fenfible he mull 
entirely loofe, and confequently his whole fortune upon the leaft ftep he fhould 
take towards weakening ihofe hopes, which mutt evidently follow from any 
handle given to the emperor for being diffatisfied with this court. 

Thefe confiderations do, and I am perfuaded will hinder the duke de Ri- 
perda from openly oppofing himfelf to the emperor’s views and defigns, and 
will lead him to engage his matter in a war (in cafe the emperor requires it) 
however ruinous to Spain, and contrary to his own fentiments and inclinations; 
nor is there much to be expefted from the king of Spain himfelf. For altho’ 
ke feems fenfible of the inconveniences falling upon him from the engagements 
be has entered into, and would probably gladly extricate himfelf from them, yet 
the queen’s abfolute attendant over him, and more particularly now that lhe 
h with child, leaves but little room to hope for his coming to any refolution 
- contrary to her inclinations; from all which, I conclude, my lord, that this 
court is extremely averfe to the entring upon a war at prelent, but that in 
cafe the emperor begins one or draws one upon him, their catholick majefties 
Jeront caufe commune aiiec luy . 

I fhall now proceed to acquaint your grace with what has palled here upon 
die execution of the orders contained in your letter to me of the 7th paft, O. S. 
which with fame other circumftances, that I fhall have the honour to lay be¬ 
fore 
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Fore you, will, I hope, help to juftifie what I have already advanced, and al- Period IV. 
molt demonftrate, that nothing but a total improbability of fucceeding in a war t I72 7 t0 » 73 Q « 
in the prefent circumftances, will induce this court and that of Vienna to come Ripperda. 
even to a feigned peace with his majefty, for the gaining of time, and that as 
foon as ever a more favourable conjuncture offers, they will not balance, to 
put in execution their projects and engagements in favour of the pre¬ 
tender, &c. 

Upon the 7th inftant, I made to his catholick majefty, in an-audience I had 
for that purpofe, the declaration ordered me by your grace in your faid letter, 
conforming myfelf as exaflly as was poffible to the very expreffion you was 
pleafed to prefcribe, which he heard with fome little emotion; but replyed, 
that his engagements with the emperor did not hinder him from defiring his 
majefty’s friendlhip, which he would always endeavour to preferve. To which 
I replyed, that I was affured the king (our mafter) had always fincerely de- 
fired to live in perfeCt friendlhip with his majefty, of which he hoped he had 
given the molt elfential proofs, but that he could not but be very much fur- 
prifed and concerned at the declaration made by the duke de Riperda to the 
Dutch ambaffador and mylelf, of an offenfive alliance between his majefty and 
the emperor, &c. This I repeated to try if it was poffible to get his catholick 
majefty either to own or deny direftly die faid offenfive alliance or the articles 
of it, as declared by Riperda only, but to no purpofe, c< his catholick majefty 
always anfwering with general affurances of friendlhip for the king, and defire 
of living in peace with him, notwithftanding his engagements to the emperor, 
from whom, he faid, he would.not feparate himfelf;” upon which, I retired, 
as not being willing to enter into any further difcourfe, having had your .grace’s 
order not to make any other declaration to the king of Spain, than the above- 
mentioned one. 

In my difcourfes afterwards with the duke de Riperda (no other minifter 
being at prefent in any fort let into the management or knowledge of affairs) 

I made ufe of all the arguments, your grace had furnilhed me withall, to fhew 
the juft grounds his majefty had to be highly diffatisfied with, and refent the 
affront and injuries offered to him and his fubjects by the faid fecret offenfive 
alliance, which he might be affured, neither the king nor the nation was dif- 
pofed nor neceffitated to fubmitt to; all which he heard with the greateft pa¬ 
tience, conftantly anfwering in the mildeft manner imaginable. The fubftance 
of what he faid, may be reduced to—that the lecret alliance complained of, was 
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Period IV. not defigned to difturb the peace of Europe, which he pretended to prove by 
1727to 1730 . dewing, tJjat the emperor and king of Spain were difpofed and fincerely de- 
lirous to obviate the umbrage taken at the two articles of Oftend and Gibral¬ 
tar, by offering fuch expedients, and confenting to fuch conditions as could not 
fail giving entire fatisfaftion to his majefty and the Dutch, provided a negotia¬ 
tion could be fct on foot for that purpofe either at Madrid, London, or the 
Hague; that altho’ the faid alliance bore the name of offenfive (as he could 
not but own he faid it did) yet it was in its nature chiefly defenfive, the real in¬ 
tention of it not being otherwife; for that altho’ the emperor engages to joyn 
with the king of Spain for procuring him Gibraltar from his majefty, ’tis ex- 
prefled in the treaty amicabi liter Ji jieri potejl. 

Upon which the Dutch ambaflador (who was alfo prefent) and I afked him, 
if he had not often repeated to us both the feveral articles of the faid fecret of¬ 
fenfive alliance, in the manner he afterwards found them mentioned in the Hol¬ 
land’s gazette, he owned he had, and that what he had told us was true, which 
I am perfuaded (from his confufion and repugnance) he would not have done, 
had he made the difcovery to one of us only. As to the fecret offenfive 
alliance, there is not one foreign minifter here, to whom he has not de¬ 
clared it feveral times, tho’ only to the Dutch ambaflador and me any of its 
articles. 

Riperda, after running over all the arguments formerly made ufe of by him, 
for entring into a negociation upon the affair of Oftend and Gibraltar, to no 
purpofe, told us he had orders from his catholick majefty to propofe a general 
congrefs, and that we would immediately write to know the fentiments of our 
courts thereupon. We replyed, that we could not fee the purpofe of fuch apro- 
pofal, unlefs it was the gaining of time, for that he might be affured our matters 
would never fuffer either the affair of Gibraltar or that of the Oftend company 
to be debated upon there, and that thofe points once adjufted, we did not fee • 
what remained to be regulated. He anfwered, many, as the giving frefh force 
to the preventions taken for hindring the uniting in the fame perfon the crowns 
of France and Spain, by making new renunciations, &c. as alfo for effeaually 
preventing the like union of the Auftrian dominions with thofe of the Spanilh 
monarchy, by the moft authentick renunciations: I mention this anfwer only 
for the fake of the laft claufe, which feems to imply a marriage concerted for 
don Carlos with an arch-dutchefs. 

But to return to the affair of Gibraltar and Oftend, the whole purport of 

what 
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what he faid upon them, was the repeating to us, that nothing could ever re- Period IV. 
dace the emperor to revoke his patent given to the Oftend company, nor the * 7 2 7 tol 73 ° « 
king of Spain not to infift upon the reftitution of Gibraltar, and that any in- RIpperda. 
fult or injury done to either of thofe princes, would be looked upon by the 
other as done to himfelf, and equally refented. He owned, however, that in 
his particular, he looked upon the propofal of removing the Oftend company 
to Triefte, See. as reafonable, and what the emperor might be fatisfyed with; 
and that his catholick majefty would be glad to find the emperor of the fame 
opinion, and had defined count Konigfeck to propofe it at Vienna, and let him 
know as foon as poffible his matter’s fentiments thereupon. To which we re- 
plyed, that fince his catholick majefty found that propofal reafonable, we 
hoped, in cafe the emperor fhould reje£t it, his catholick majefty would not 
think himfelf any longer obliged to engage in a war upon account of that com¬ 
pany, he having done all that in juftice could be required from him, in ob¬ 
taining fuch terms for his ally, as in reafon he ought to be fatisfyed withall. He 
anfwered, that whatever his catholick majefty’s fentiments and refolutions 
were, he could not make fuch a declaration, without firft confulting the 
emperor. 

This court’s thus readily coming into, and highly approving of an expedient, 
which in itfelf is really no more than what was never difputed to the emperor, 

Ihews plainly their defign by it, of gaining time upon the pretext of waiting 
for the opinion of the court of Vienna thereupon. 

Altho’ what I had the honour to affirm in the beginning of this letter, of 
Riperda’s fincere defire of accommodating matters for the prefent, and that 
he would for that purpofe contribute to the utmoft of his power, even by 
abandoning the emperor (could he do it without loofing the queen) appears 
to me, every day more and more unqueftionable, for the reafons above al~ 
ledged. I can’t, however, hope for any fort of good from thence; it being 
equally evident, that his own inclinations h.re as bad as ever, and that it is 
purely the preient utter improbability of fucceeding in a war, that makes him 
wiih for peace, the which, however, he dares not take the necefiary fteps for 
obtaining, and that confequently all forts of treachery and mifehievous defigns 
are to be expected from him, as a proof of which, I jfhall give two inftances. 

The receiving and careffing the duke of Wharton, who comes dire&ly from 
Rome, with propofals to this court from the pretender, from whom he (Whar-, 
tonj received the garter, with which he appearsqmblickly. The order, which 

40a your 
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Period IV. your grace will fee by Mr. Black’s enclofed letter, has been publifhed at 
1727*01730 . £ a dj Zj f or fitting out privateers, as in the year 1718. From which, I take the 
liberty to give it as my humb ! e opinion (which I fhould not have prefume d 
to do in matters of fuch coufequence, without your grace’s exprefs commands 
for fo doing) that no time ihould be loft in bringing matters to an iffue, for 
that otherwife upon the arrival of the flota and galeons expcfcted here by the 
end of June, a war will be inevitable, which it is pofiGble the emperor, if 
pulhed, would not at prefent engage hinffelf in, from the impoflibility he fees 
on the part of Spain, without the flota and galeons, of furnifbing the fupplies 
flipulated, of which his ambaffador here loudly complains, and publickly re¬ 
proaches Riperda with breach of promife to the emperor. 

Having fince my writing thus far, been informed that the duke of Wharton 
had been yefterday in conference with Ripperda, I thought proper to fee 
that minifter before the departure of this meffenger, in order to be able to tell 
your grace by him, what turn this court gives to an affair that muft make 
fuch noife in the world, as that of the arrival of an ambaffador in form from 
the pretender; which is the title at prefent given to the duke of Wharton. 
Ripperda began by protefting to me (as he had done three days ago) that he 
knew nothing of the duke of Wharton’s having left Vienna, till he was actually 
arrived at Madrid, and that their catholick majefties were as ignorant of it as 
himfelf. He proceeded, by faying that Wharton told him yefterday, that he 
was charged with a commiffion of importance from the pretender to their 
catholick majefties, and therefore defired to procure him an audience affoon 
as poffible, which he, Ripperda, promifed to inform their catholick majeftys 
of, and bid him return this night for the anfwer. Ripperda fays, that the 
principal part of Wharton’s commiffion, is to demand leave for the pretender 
topafs immediately into Spain; but that their catholick majeftys fo far from 
granting his requeft, have ordered him, Ripperda, to tell the duke of Whar¬ 
ton, that they cannot receive any propofitions from the pretender, nor even 
give audience to any minifter from him, and that he would therefore do well 
to return fpeedily from whence he came. 

Your grace will not believe, I think, great credit is to be given to thefe 
difeourfes of Ripperda, it not being eafy to imagine that his intimate friend 
would come hither without advifing him, and having his approbation of it be¬ 
forehand. Neither is it to be fuppofed that the duke of Wharton wou’d have 
publickly taken the garter (with which he was inftallcd yefterday in great ce¬ 
remony 
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lemony by the late duke of Ormonde) and thereby render his return to En- Period IV. 
gland impracticable, without profpedt of fome expedition’s being on foot, and 1 7 2/ toI73 ° * 
fpeedily to be executed in favour of the pretender, which is not poffible to Ripp er da. 
fuppofe could be negociated without the concurrence and affiftance of this 
court, tho s I cannot find any reafon to believe that any attempt can be made 
from hence, but have grounds to fufpeft that the defign is from Flanders, 

Ripperda having owned to me, that the pretender has demanded of the em¬ 
peror leave to go Bruffells, and as the late duke of Ormonde talks of going 
fpeedily to Rome, Wharton to Vienna, and general Selfan to Aix la Chapelle > 

I am perfwaded the rendezvous is to. be in. Flanders. 

WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Rif per da removed from the fuperintendance of the finances. 

MY LORD, Madrid, May 13, ijz6, 

J Have not received any commands from your grace, fince I had the honour Harxingtoai 
to write to you laft upon the 6th inftant, by Gould the melfenger, by fa P er3 ‘ 
whom I acquainted you with the duke de Ripperda’s having been, and then Draught. 
continuing ft ill to be in danger of being dilgraced: I alfo, at the fame time, 
mentioned to your grace from what quarter the moll, if not only dangerous 
attack was made upon him: but at prefent, my lord, what was before only 
conje&ure, feems moft certain, by his catholick majefty’s having laft night 
taken from him the furintendance of the finances, and reftored it to don 
Francifco Ariaza, who formerly held that employment: for altho’ Ripperda 
gives out, and the decree itfelf fays the fame thing, that this demiffion was at 
his own requeft, other circumftances plainly denote the contrary. 

I can pofitively affure your grace, that this ftroke came from the queen 
(who is more attached than ever, if poffible, to the court of Vienna) at the in- 
ftigation of the German ambaffador, which laft, now publickly exclaims againft 
Ripperda for having deceived the court of Vienna, and Ripperda himfelf, 
but laft night, fwore to me that his difgrace came from thence for not fending 
them money, adding with the moft folemn oaths, that had he done other wife, 
the war had moft infallibly been begun above three months fince. I found 
him in the higheft rage againft that court, and difpofed to ftick at nothing to be 
revenged. He has de fired me to return to him to-morrow, promifing then to 
give me fuch further proofs of his confidence in me, as lhall evidently con¬ 
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Period IV. vince me of his having flung himfelf abfoluteiy at our matter 1 s feet, and that 
1727101730.^ depends upon, and feeks no other proteftion and favour, than that of his 
majefty and the Dutch, and that he will well deferve what he thus begs for. 
In cafe I receive no meffenger from your grace in two or three days, I pro-, 
pofe then to difpatch one of my domefticks to you, by whom I fhall have the 
honour to write more fully upon thefe and other matters. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Caufes of Rif per da's difgrace.—The imperial amlafjcdor, who oecajioncd it, is 

alarmed . 


Harrington 

Papers. 


Draught* 


f 


MY LORD, Madrid, May 25, 1726. 

JJ’PON the 13th inftant, I had the honour to acquaint your grace with the 
duke de Ripperda’s removal from the fuperintendancy of the treafuty, 
and the almoft certainty there then was of his total difgrace very foon : at pre- 
fent* your grace will fee by my enclofed relation* the moft material affairs that 
have pafs*d here ever fince with refpeft to that gentleman. To which I fhall 
beg leave to add* in this feparate letter* feme other circumftances worth obfer- 
vation* which I purpofely omitted in the enclofed narrative* not to break the 
thread of the fubjedl matter of it* which I was defirous to lay before your 
grace in the cleareft light poffible. But as your grace may be juftly furprized 
at not having much fooner had an account from me* of matters of fuch con- 
fequence, I fhall begin this letter with acquainting you the caufe of it* which 
was my not being able for a whole week to obtain an order for poll horfes* 
upon the idle pretext of no minifter’s being hitherto named for foreign affairs, 
whofe province it is to give thofe orders. But the true rcafon certainly was to 
prevent my giving an account to my court of what was doing here in relation 
to Ripperda’s being refuged in my houfe, ’till his catholick majefty fhould have 
come to a final refolution thereupon* which he did not do till late laft night or 
this morning. 

Ripperda s difgrace moft evidently proceeded from the daily complaints 
made of him to their catholick majeftys by the comte de Konigfeck, for not 
fending the money promis'd to the court of Vienna* which > tis thought Rip-* 
perda did not abftain from doing out of any good intentions towards p refer v- 
ing the pubiick tranquility* but purely to prevent the emperor from beginning 
the wax immediately* as he feemed difpofed to do (had he money wherewithal!) 

which 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


599 

which Ripperda feared might endanger the fafe arrival of the galleons and flota, Period IV. 
and thereby render precarious the only means he hoped for being able to fup- I727t0173 °' 
port the emperor, but even Spain itfelf. Konigfeck, tranfported with this Ripperda. 
vi&ory over Ripperda, negleQed to purfue it, by getting him fecured imme¬ 
diately; which error he no fooner found by Ripperda’s retiring into my houfe, 
than his rage exceeded even the joy 4 of the day before, and made him prefs his 
catholick majefty with the utmoft vehemence (in which he was fupported by 
the queen and Orendayn) to take him out by force, in which, altho’ he did not 
fo far fucceed as to wholly determine the king, he however made fuch an im- 
preffion upon him, as he himfelf (Konigfeck) was not able afterwards to efface, 
when upon more ferious reflection, he forefaw the danger arifing from fuch a 
ftep, of poffibly engaging his m after and the king of Spain in a war, which 
neither of them were in readinefs or prepared to fupport. But thofe reflec¬ 
tions came too late, when it was not poffible for him to lay the ftorm he him¬ 
felf had railed; it being molt certain, that for thefe two days paft, he has ufed 
his utmoft endeavours to perfuade the king of Spain to approve of Ripperda’s 
propofal of retiring into a convent. I have been informed, that his catholick 
majefty, yefterday, in his orders to the council of Caftile, to confider and give 
their opinion upon his right of forcing Ripperda from my houfe, lay’d three 
crimes to his charge, vis. t. His having difclofed his fecrets whilfl in the 
miniftry. 2. His having given feveral orders without firft confulting his ma¬ 
jefty thereupon, and 3. For not having as yet given in his accounts. But as 
la Paz, in his letter to me, mentions no fuch thing, I might juftly be fuppofed 
ignorant of it. 

All the foreign minifters, to whom I have given part of what had happened, 
are to affemble this evening at the nunzio’s, in order to make the proper re- 
prefentations to his catholick majefty, on account of the violence thus offered 
an ambaflador, as equally affe&ing themfelves in their feveral charafters. And 
I ought in juftice to the Dutch ambaflador, inform your grace; that he has 
a£ied in this whole affair, and fpoke to the Spanifh minifter upon it, with the - 
fame zeal and vigour, as if the honour of his own republick had been principally 
concerned in it. The late change in the miniftry here (in which la Paz has 
the greateft fhare of bufinefs and credit).will certainly occafiofl none in the 
entire attachment of this court to that of Vienna, but rather, if poffible, aug¬ 
ment it; as Ripperda’s difgrace plainly indicates, whofe only crime was, even 
Iris not being imperialift enough for their catholick majeftys, efpecially for the 

queen* 
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Period IV. queen. The duke of Wharton returned hither two days after Ripperda’s 
1727101730 . difgrace, where he will probably ftill remain for fome time, tho 7 he gives out 
the contrary. He has frequent conferences with la Paz and the emperor’s am- 
baffador, See. I have nothing more to trouble your grace withall at prelent, 
excepting only the renewing in the moft erneft manner my humble requeft to 
you, of reprefenting favourably to his majefty, my condubl in this late critical 
and important affair, in which, if I have erred through too much warmth, it 
proceeded from not being able to bare with temper the leafe infuk upon his 
majefty’s honour, efpecially from a court, at which the king has had of late fuch 
juft and frequent grounds of being highly offended, as might poffibly'xnake his 
majefty not difpleafed at having fo juftifiable a pretext, for timely hindring 
them by force from attempting to put their long laid fecret defigns againft him 
in execution. But, my lord, in cafe his majeftv fhould think fitt to difavow 
jny condu£t in this affair of Ripperda, I hope he will be gracioufly pleafed at 
the fame time to order my being recall’d from hence, which I beg leave moft 
folemnly to allure your grace, I do not mention out of any regard to myfelf, 
but purely and folely to that of his majefty’s fervice, to which, after what has 
happened, my longer abode here would certainly be abfolutely ufelefs, and 
probably prejudicial. The emperor’s ambaffador has long audiences almolt 
dayly of their catholick majeftys, and feems to aim at entering into the miniftry, 
as the French ambaifadors formerly ufed to do. 

WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Ripperda tales refuge in his houfe.—Audience of the king of Spain. — Ripperda, 
forcibly feized, notwith[landing Stanhope’s remonjl-ranees. 

‘MY LORD, Madrid, May 25* N* S« 

Harrington -JJfPON the 14th inftant, I went to Aranjuez, with intention to remain there 
^ >ers °- two days for the fake of my health; but upon receiving an exprefs the day 
Itemght. following, with advice of the duke of Ripperda’s having been difmifled the 
night before from his catholick majefty’s fervice, I refolved to return imme¬ 
diately to Madrid, where I arrived about eleven the fame night, extreamly 
furprifed to find in my apartment the duke of Ripperda and the ambaffador 
of Holland. The firft immediately addreffing himfelf to me, faid, that being 
obliged for the lafety of his perfon to feek out an aziie, he had fled to my 
houfe, and hoped and beg’d I would proteS him, to which I, in prefence of 

the 
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die Dutch ambaffador replied, .that before I could give any anfwer to what Period IV. 
he demanded, he muft give me leave to alk him fome queftions; as ift. Whe- * 7 a 7 t0I 73 Q « 
ther he dill had any employment under his catholick majefty, or was in any Rjpp er da. 
manner whatsoever in his fervice? he anfwered pofitively no, for that the 
night before the king of Spain had (at his own requeft) abfolutely difmiffed 
him from all his employments, 2. Whether he hadreafon to believe himfelf 
under his catholic majefty’s difpleafure, or that he apprehended the king of 
Spain intended to have him charged with, or profecuted for any crime com¬ 
mitted during his adminiftration? he anfwered, that he had no fort of reafon 
to fuppofe himfelf under the difpleafure of his catholick majefty, much lefs to 
be charged with any crime, and as a convincing proof of the contrary, put 
into my hands the original letter (of which goes inclofed a copy) he' had re¬ 
ceived the night before from the marquis de la Paz, by which his catholick 
majefty not only abfolutely difmiffes him from his fervice, but gracioufly 
recompenfes him with a penfion of three thoufand piftoles a year. 

I then a Iked him, 3. That having fuch reafon to allure himfelf of his ca¬ 
tholic majefty’s. favourable intentions towards him, what motiff or occafion he 
could have for flying to my houfe for proteflion? to which he anfwered, that 
it was in no wife from the apprehenfions of any violence on the part of his 
catholic majefty, of wliofe and great goodnefs to him (in having gracioufly 
bellowed on him the faid penfion of 3000 piftoles) he had juft received fo 
convincing a proof, but from the fears he was in for his life, from the malice 
and inveteracy of his enemys, and the rage and fury of the people (incenfed 
againft him, on account of fome violent ineafures, the neceflity of affairs had 
obliged him to take during his miniftry) who had that very day infulted his 
Servants as they were tranfporting his goods from the palace, and publickly 
given out, that they would in the night attack his houfe, in order to tear him 
to pieces. The duke having thus fatisfied my demands, I told him, that as. 
he had given me fuch convincing proofs of his being entirely difmiffed from 
his catholick majefty’s fervice, as alfo fuch good reafons to believe him not 
under his difpleafure, and as I had found him already in my houfe, I could 
not oblige him by force to depart, but defired him immediately to acquaint 
the fecretary of Hate with the fteps he had taken, together with the motifs for 
it, and told him, that I would the next morning inform his catholick majefty 
of the whole, as I accordingly did in an audience I had of him (on the 16th 
inftant) for that purpofe. 
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In that audience, I related the matter of fa£t to his catholick majefty, exaCHy. 
in the manner I have now done it to your grace, adding only the mod folemn 
affurances of my not having had the lead previous knowledge or. fufpicion of 
any defign in the duke of Riperda of retiring himfelf into my houfe, and de¬ 
claring, that without the abovementioned circumftances of his being difcharged 
from his catholick majefty’s fervice. See. I fhould not have fuffered him to 
continue in my houfe, as alfo, that even with thofe circumftances he fhould- 
have found no entrance, had I been in town to have prevented it; from all. 
which I hoped that his catholick majefty would not be diffatisfied with my 
conduft in this affair. To which he anfwered, “ he was not, but that he had- 
great reafon to be fo with the duke, who having fo lately been his minifter, 
and trufted with the fecret of all his affairs, gave but too juft grounds to 
fufpeft his fidelity in thus retiring himfelf into the houfe of a foreign minifter, 
upon no other pretext than that of his fears of infults from the people j it not 
being poflible to imagine, that he, his catholick majefty, upon the leaft appli¬ 
cation, would not immediately have given the neceffary direQions for the ef¬ 
fectually fecuring him from any danger of that kind; that as to giving him a 
pafiport to retire into Holland (which the faid Ripperda had by letter de¬ 
manded the night before) he could not allow it him 'dll he fhould have firft 
reftored feveral papers of confequence remaining in his hands, andmuft defire 
I would engage not to fuffer him to efcape from my houfe, till he (the king) 
fhould have got a lift drawn out of them, and fent to him for them, which 
fhould be done the next day.” 

To all which, I anfwered, that I did not pretend to jullify or excufe the 
duke’s conduCt (which was certainly very imprudent) but only defired to fa- 
tisfy.e his majeftye, that under the circumftances abovementioned, it was not 
poflible for me to aCt in this affair otherwife than I had done, and that I 
fhould with great pleafure comply with his demand in not fuffering the faid 
duke to efcape, ’till his catholick majefty fhould have fent to him for the faid 
papers. The fame evening the marquis de la Paz fent me the enclofed letter 
of the 16th inftant, excufing his majefty’s having ordered a detachment of his 
guards into the neighbourhood of my houfe, and upon the 18th inftant ano¬ 
ther, defiring me to perfuade and induce the duke to retire from my houfe, 
to which I immediately returned an anfwer to both, which copys alfo go here- 
with enclofed. The 19th, the duke writ to the king, defiring leave to retire 
into a convent, upon which I had alfo a conference that evening with the 

marquis 
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-marquis de la Paz. But updn finding by him, as alfo by other intelligencys I Period IV. 
had received, that his catbolick majefty was difpofed to take by force the faid 1 7 2 7 to t 73 ° » 
duke from my houfe, I demanded an audience of his catholick majefty, in Ripperda. 
which I reprefe'nted to him the great pleafure it was to me to have been able 
to induce the duke of Ripperda to confent to retire from my houfe to a con¬ 
vent, as hoping that thereby this troublefome affair might be made an end of 
to his majefty’s fatisfadfion; for that this expedient not only fatisfied the only 
thing he had demanded in th'e marquis de la Paz’s faid letter of the 18th 
inftant, (viz.) the removing the fca’ndal taken at the faid duke’s continuing in 
the houfe of a foreign minifter, but alfo in my opinion could not lay his ma¬ 
jefty under any difficultys. For that however authors differ’d as to the nature 
of the crimes or perfons that ought or ought not be allowed an afyle or pro- 
teftion, yet none I believed ever pretended to diftinguifh betwixt the afyle of 
the church, and that of the houfe of a publick minifter, much lefs to afcer- 
tain crimes or perfons to be proteftable in the former, and not fo in the latter. 

From whence I inferred that Ripperda would not be more out of Ins catholick 
majeftie’s power, when in a convent than in my houfe, for that had his majefty 
a right to take him out of my houfe by force, he had it equally fo to do from 
a convent; and as I was affured he was too juft a prince to force my houle, 
without being fully convinced of his right fo to do, I could not forefee how 
any inconveniencys.could follow from accepting this expedient, but that very 
great ones were to be apprehended from its being rejedled, in cafe his majefty 
was refolved to proceed with violence; for that no inconveniencys could arife 
from the forcing the convent, in cafe his majefty was fully convinc’d of his 
right to do it; but that very fatal confequences were to be feared from vio¬ 
lating the houfe of an ambaffador, altho’ he. fhould think he had a right fo to 
do; in cafe that minifter’s matter fhould think otherwife. For which reafbns 
I faid, I hoped his majefty would accept of the expedient propofed, for that 
otherwife, in cafe he was refolved to a£t by force, it might be thought, he defigned 
to lay hold of that opportunity of publickly affronting the king my matter and 
the Britifh nation, feeing that other means not liable to any inconveniency had 
been thus pointed out to him for coming at wbat he defired. 

The king replied, “that he would confider upon what I bad faid, but as to 
Ripperda’s offer of going into a convent, he did not as yet fee how he could 
admitt of it, or allow any afyle or prote&ion in any part of his dominions to 
one of his own minifters;” to which I anfwered, that had not that duke been 
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Period IV. actually difmifs’d from the miniftry, certainly no protection could be given 
*^727^01730. hj m ^ g ut a n ec [gi n g « that the duke’s penfion, ’till he fhould other-wife be 
employed, continued him in the fervice;” I replied, that the penfion might 
rather be look’d upon as a recompence for paft fervices, and that it was in his 
catholick majefty’s liberty to employ him anew or not, fo it feem’d in his to 
accept again or not any employment; and that altho’ the faid penfion fhould 
be fuppos’d to continue the faid duke in the fervice (which in my humble 
opinion, it did not) it could not be look’d upon to continue him in fuch an 
employment as renders the poffeffor incapable of protection. I ended- by 
faying that the duke was actually under the protection of the king my maker 
(as being refug’d in his houfe, not mine) I could not venture to force him out 
of it, without firft receiving orders from my court for fo doing,.that in cafe be¬ 
fore any orders could arrive to me, he (his catholick majefty) thought fit to 
take him away by violence, as I was not able to make any refiftance, I fhould 
only proteft againft fuch force, and retire from court, ’till I fhould have re¬ 
ceived the king my matter’s further pleafure upon the account I fhould im¬ 
mediately fend him, of what had happened, who, I was affured, would take 
fuch meafures thereupon, as his own honour and that of the nation fhould 
require. 

In this fituation, the affair remained ’till the 22d at night, that I received 
the enclos’d letter from the marquis de la Paz, to which I returned the day 
following an anfwer, of which alfo goes herewith a copy. But this morning, 
the 25th, at fix o’clock, an alcal de corte or judge, with a general officer and 
60 of the horfe guards, came to my houfe and delivered me the enclofed letter 
from the marquis de la Paz (of the 24th) telling, me at the fame time, that 
they had orders to demand from me the duke de Ripperda, and in cafe of re- 
fufal or refiftance on my part, to take him out of my houfe by force. Upon 
which I afked them, whether they could not carry my anfwer back to the faid 
letter, before they proceeded to put their orders in execution; they replied, 
that in cafe I fhould return any anfwer, they would carry it back, but that it 
mutt be at the fame time with, the perfon of the duke. I then told them, that 
I neither could deliver him to them, nor confent to his being taken from my 
houfe againft his will, and that if they proceeded to force him from thence, I 
fhould proteft againft fuch violence done to my char after, of which I would 
immediately fend an account to the king my matter, and ’till I fhould receive 
his pleafure thereupon, abfent myfelf from court. They replied, that feeing 

I ab- 
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r abfolutely refilled to deliver the duke, they muft execute their orders, and Period IV. 
cake him away by force, which they accordingly immediately did, and I there- i J 7 2 7 t0I 73 ° “ 
upon wrote to the marquis de la Paz the inclofed letter. Before I conclude, J Ripperda. 
muft beg leave toobferve to your grace, that this court have never alledged to 
me any crime or other matter againft Ripperda, in order to prove him not ca¬ 
pable of protection, nor even once demanded him from me ’till this morning 
(all their letters hitherto, as your grace will have obferved, only defiring me to 
perfuade him to retire) that they took him away by force, without allowing me 
time to reprefent to his catholick majefty the reafons I - might have for not 
complying with what he requir’d from me. 

Your grace has now before you as full and as exaSt an account of this whole 
affair, as the hurry I am in would allow me to give you, which I moft humbly 
begg your grace will be pleafed'to reprefent to his majefty, in the moft fa¬ 
vourable manner, for obtaining his. moft gracious approbation of myconduQ: in 
it, and flatter myfelf that his majefty will 'have the goodnefs to believe that 
(whatever errors my want of judgement may have led me into) I have aCled to 
the beft of my capacity in this whole affair, in the manner I thought it my in- 
difpenfible duty to do in fupport of his majefty’s honour, and that of the Britifli 
nation; and I have the good fortune to be able to allure your grace, that 
every one of the foreign minifters here have publickly declared their entire 
approbation of my conduct in this affair, and that they (in the like circumftance) 
would and muft have a£ted exafclly in the fame manner. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Rejoices at the difgrace of Ripperda. . 

(May 23—June 3,1726.) YOU may imagine the difgrace of the duke of Walpole 
Ripperda, from whatever canfe it may have proceeded, has given-great joy to ^ a P ers * • 
us here, for though it ftrould prove to be at theinftigation of the imperial mi¬ 
nifters, yet even that muft have been occalioned by an impoffibiiity that there 
was for Ripperda to furnifh the fupplies for the court of Vienna; and it is 
not to be imagined, that his fucceffor, whoever he be, will be better able to 
do it than he was, and better inclined or more attached than Ripperda was to ’ 
the imperialifts, he certainly cannot be. 


BENJAM’IN 
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PeriodIV. BENJAMIN KEENE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

1727101730. 

—•»- ' Gives a confidential account ofi the difcoveries made by Rip per da. 

MY LOUD, t London, June 15, 1726; 

Orford M R * Stanhope, having by the means of the duke of Ripperda’s having taken 
P a P ers ~ refuge in his houfe, made feveral difcoveries of very great importance 

Copy. to the king and his allys, which he durft not fend in writing, left they fhould 
fall into the hands of thofe that wou’d make an ill ufe of them, defired me to 
come over to England, and acquaint your grace with them by word of mouth, 
in order to their being laid before his majeftyj I therefore take the liberty to 
fet them down here, as they occur to my memory, and I lhall endeavour not to 
omit any material circumftance. Mr. Stanhope having prefled the duke of 
Ripperda to inform him of the fchemes that had been projefted or agreed to 
by the empAror and king of Spain, either with regard to the ftcte of Europe 
in general or to his majefty’s affairs in particular, the duke began with the 
fecret treaty of Vienna, confiding of five articles* and three feparate ones, the 
fubftance of which he diQated to Mr. Stanhope, who took them down in 
writing with his own hand, and are as follows: 

Art. 1. Confirms and ratifys all preceding treatys made between their im¬ 
perial and catholic majeftys. Art. 2. The emperor gives the eldeft arch- 
duchefs in marriage to the infant don Carlos, and in Art. 3. The fecond arch- 
duchefs is given to the infant don Phillip. 

Art. 4. The emperor and king of Spain enter into reciprocal engagements 
to begin in a war for reconquering the dutchy of Burgundy, Franche Comte, 
Alface, and all the French conquefts in Flanders, and encroachments on Lor¬ 
raine, Navarre, Rouflillbn, Petite-Cerdagne, which are to be divided after the 
following manner: Burgundy, Franche Compte, Alface, &c. and all that for¬ 
merly belonged to the houfe of Auftria, Is to be fettled on don Carlos, and 
look’d upon as the Auftrian patrimony. Lorraine is to be return’d to its 
duke, and Navarre, Rouffillon, and la Petite-Cerdagne, to be remitted to the 
Spanifh monarchy. Art. 5. The emperor and king of Spain do mutually 
oblige themfelves and pofterity never to give an archduchefs or an infanta in 
marriage to the houfe of Bourbon. 

1. Separate article. That in cafe the prefent king of France fhould dye 
■without iffue to inherit that crown, the infant don Phillip is to be king of 

France. 
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France. 2d Art. The emperor and king of Spain do folemnly engage to afiift Period IV. 
the pretender with their forces, in order to the putting of him in pofleffion of } 7 * 7 tol 7 3 ° » 
the crown of Great Britain. 3d Art. Is the reciprocal engagements between Ripperda. 
the emperor and king of Spain utterly to extirpate the proteftant religion, and 
not to lay down their arms till this defign be fully and effe&ually executed. 

All the while the duke of Ripperda was dilating this treaty to Mr. Stan¬ 
hope, he appeared to be in the greateft agonies, and frequently burft into 
tears. ’ 

Mr. Stanhope having taken this down in writing, from Ripperda’s own 
mouth, put it into cypher, and lodged it in a fafe hand, left his houfe fhould 
be fearched for papers on Ripperda’s account, and this might fall into the 
hands of the king of Spain or any of his minifters. The duke of Ripperda 
acquainted Mr. Stanhope, th'at none of the king of Spain’s minifters, befide 
himfelf, knew of this treaty; and that it had not been communicated to any 
perfon whatfoever, except the emperor, the king and queen of Spain, and the 
minifters who figned it; and what confirms this, is, that the duke of Ripperda, 
during his flay at Mr. Stanhope’s, having occafion to write to his catholick 
majefty feveral letters to obtain leave to retire to Holland, he (Ripperda) to 
prevent the king of Spain communicating to his minifters, who were his ene¬ 
mies, conftantly mixed in them lomething of this fecret treaty, which Mr. 

Stanhope found to be true in one inftance. Mr. Stanhope hadpropofed the 
expedient of the duke’s retiring to a convent, to which the duke himfelf con- 
fented, and bad wrote to the king on this fubjeft. His excellency came into 
the duke’s apartment before the letter was fealed, upon which the duke defired 
him to perufe it. In it he recapitulated the great fervices he had done his catho- 
Jick majefty. Wqs it not I that procured your majefiy the treaty oj Vienna ? Was 
it not I that made the marriage with the archduchefs for don Carlos and ion 
Phillip ? After fealing this letter in Mr. Stanhope’s prefence, he put it into 
his excellency’s own hand, and defired him to fend it to the king; but Mr. 

Stanhope replyed, it would be of dangerous confequence to him (the duke) to 
have it carry’d by a domeftic of his, for fo fufpicious a-prince as the king 
of Spain, would have but too much reafon to.think his (Mr. Stanhope’s) cu- 
riofity would go no farther than barely fending the letter. So one of the 
duke’s fervants was called for, and Mr. Stanhope himfelf followed him to the 
palace, and faw the letter delivered into the hands of the king’s favourite valet 
de qhambre, and makes not the leaft doubt of its being delivered to the king. 

The 
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The duke declared to Mr. Stanhope, that his catholick majefty was fo 
earned: for the extirpation of the proteftant religion, that in the feveral letters 
that had paffed between the king of Spain and the emperor upon this fu-bjeQ:, 
the king propofes in cafe of neceffity, to fell the domains of his crown, put up 
grandeurs to the higheft bidder, and difpofe of all the employments for life in 
the Indies to the belt purchafer, for promoting this fcheme : and particularly 
in one of his letters, he makes ufe of this extraordinary expreffion, vendrai 
mime ma -chemife. The article for fettling the pretender on the throne of 
Great Britain was to take its courfe after the greater enterprifes were begun; 
hut they changed their refolutions, and were to begin with a project entered into 
in his favour by the emperor, Spain, and Mufcovy. By this fcheme, the czarina 
was to furnifh the pretender with ten thoufand men, and arms and tranfports 
in proportion, which are defigned for Scotland, where the late lord marifchali 
is to he ready to receive them, and fpirit up the highlanders, in order to join 
with the Mufcovites. The king of Spain is to fend eight thoufand men, from 
the coaft of Galicia, which are to land in the weft of Europe with the late 
duke of Ormond (or any other general his catholick majefty thinks proper) 
at the head of them, and one Morgan has given in propofals by the duke of 
Liria to provide fix Ihips out of Bretany, and one he has in Cadiz, upon the 
king of Spain’s advancing 60,000 piaftres. They once thought to employ 
upon this expedition the three Mufcovite men of war which ftayed fo long at 
St. Ander. 

The emperor on his part, is to have 6,oco men ready at Oftend for the 
pretender’s fervice, to be made ufe of where neceffity may require; and is 
alfo to fend a confiderable body of troops in the Low Countries, to intimidate 
the Dutch', and prevent their fending any forces into England. 

The time the Mufcovites were to make their defcent, was calculated to he 
during the abfence of the Britifh fleet. In this project, Wharton declares that 
the Jacobites in England and France have two millions fterling ready to pro¬ 
mote this affair, and have 20,000 arms in France. 

The pretender in return, is to reftore Port Mahon and Gibralter to the 
king of Spain, and to he guarantee for the Oftend company, and to lay open 
our commerce in England, and the foreign plantations to their fhips, with the 
feme priviledges as the Englifh themfelves enjoy. 

By this fcheme, the pretender was immediately to leave Rome, and go in¬ 
cognito to Vienna, there to have the articles drawn up, jn form, for the fub- 

ftance 
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llance was already agreed upon. From Vienna he was to proceed to Peterf- Period IV. 
bourg, from thence to Archangel, and to embark from that port to avoid the 172710173 °* 
inconveniencies of palling the Sound. Ripperda. 

The duke of Ripperda Paid, that Wharton was fent to Madrid by the em¬ 
peror to communicate this projeQ; to the king of Spain, as what he (the em¬ 
peror) had agreed to. The duke of Lyria had laid a plan much to the fame 
purpofe before his catholick majefty the originals in the refpeftive hand-writ¬ 
ings of Wharton and Lyria, were fhown by the duke of Ripperda to Mr. 

Stanhope, and whilft that duke was at Mr. Stanhope’s, both’Wharton and 
Lyria vilited his dutchefs to know what was become of the papers. The duke 
of Ripperda confelfed to Mr. Stanhope, that the negociations and conferrences 
he propofed to be held at Madrid, were only to protraft time, and amufe us 
till the galleons and flotas lhould be fafe arrived, and made no difficulty to 
own his catholick majefty would not fcruple to lay his hands upon them in cafe 
of neceffity. 

The laft orders the duke of Ripperda fent to the Indies in relation to the 
flotas and galleons (when he faw there was no poffibility of letting a negotia¬ 
tion on foot) were, that the filver and gold, and the moft valuable commodi¬ 
ties lhould be fent in fmall Angle frigates, which might more eafily efcape the 
Englilh fleet, but the great fhips were to remain at the Havannah and Car- 
tliagena, where admiral Holier would find them. The duke Iikewife confefled 
to Mr. Stanhope, that the vaunting it was in hjs power to reconcile the two 
crowns of Franee and Spain whenever he pleafed, was entirely falfe and ground- 
lefs, thrown out only with the aim of creating jealoulies between his majefty and 
his allies, and particularly cleared bilhop Frejus from the vile afperfions he had 
call upon him; for this was a point Mr. Stanhope took great care to be in¬ 
formed in, being of fuch importance. The 12,000 men ordered to march 
into Galicia, under pretence of an invafion upon that coaft from England, 
the duke owned were to be employed in the pretender’s fervice, and that the 
pretence of their apprehenlions from this, was entirely a trick or fiftion of the 
king of Spain’s, and that they had no fuch intelligence, either from Pozabueno 
or any other perfon; and when this excufe failed them, they made rife of 
another, which was the giving out an encampment was to be formed in that 
part of Spain. As to Lambrity, the duke told Mr. Stanhope, he was fent to 
Mufcovy as a minifter of the king of Spain’s; but had orders not take the 
leaft ftep without the direction of the imperial minifter of that court. 
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The firftmark the duke perceived of the queen’s difpleafure, was upon their 
raajeftys’ receiving a letter from count Konigfeg, preffing remittances to the 
court of Vienna, which they were reading when the duke entered the apart¬ 
ment, he thereupon reprefented to their majeftys, that they were not obliged 
to make any payments, till this war fhould be begun, and laid before them 
the inconveniences that would inevitably enfue to Spain, if Konigfeg’s de¬ 
mands fhould be comply’d with, the queen frown’d upon him; and a Iked him 
in the Spanilh way, -what is that to you. 

This, my lord, is the fubftance of what Mr. Stanhope charged me to relate 
to your grace, and as for any other circumftances of my own obfervations, I 
fhall always be ready to' acquaint your grace with them whenever I have the 
honour of your commands." 

WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Hints km Ripperda may efcape.—Ripper da's agitation, tuhen he made the 

difcov tries. 

MY LORD, Madrid, July 303 1726. 

J Have read with all pofEble attention the letter your grace did me the ho¬ 
nour to write to me upon the 29th paft, O. S. by Spear the meffenger, and 
cannot enough admire his majefty’s great goodnefs and generality, in being 
gracioully pleafed not to come to any determination in an affair of fuch 
vaft importance to his fervice, and to that of the publick, as is that which 
makes the fubjeft matter of your faid letter, without firft alluring by all means 
•poflible-the fafety of an unhappy perfon, who has put his life into his hands, 
and without fhewing the greateft regard to what I might have promifed for the 
encouraging him fo to do. 

As the arguments your grace is pleafed to make ufe of to fhew the great 
advantage and almoft neceflity of his majefty’s being enabled to make a proper 
and right ufe of the difeoveries that have been made, carry too much ltrengtb 
and evidence in them to make it neceffary for me to take up any of your 
grace’s time in letting you fee the juft fenfe I have of the force of them; and 
as I cannot doubt but that your grace is equally apprifed and convinced of the 
juft reafon I have, both in honour and confcience, to be moll earneftly folli— 
citous for preferving by all the means poffible, a life thus in the utmoft con¬ 
fidence put into my hands, I Ihtall not detain your grace with my reflections 
upgn either of thefe confiderations, as being affured of each of them’s having 

their 
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their due weight with you; but fhall proceed (from being commanded fo to do) Period IV. 
to fuggeft to your grace the method that has occurred to me of doing the 271017 3 °' 
abovementioned fervice to his majefty and the publick, without wounding that Ripperda. 
religious delicatenefs in point of honour, which his majefty is fo juftly adored 
for thro* the whole world. 

The method that I fhould moft humbly propofe, is, that his majefty would 
be pleafed to authorife me to adjuft with this court the fatisfaftion to be given 
for the late unjuftifiable violation offered td the houfe of his ambaffador at 
Madrid, in the doing of which, I do not defpair of bringing this court to 
confent to the duke of Ripperda’s being allowed to return to his own houfe, 
from whence it will be no impoffible matter for him to make his efcape. And 
that his catholick majefty may be brought to confent to this expedient, I am led 
to hope for, from the difcourfes I have had with feveral of the court upon that 
fubje£l, and in which opinion, I am the more confirmed* from being allured 
that no crime can be proved againft Ripperda, nor will even be laid to his 
charge. But what, in my opinion, would almoft infallibly determine this 
matter, would be, for the king of France and the Dutch to declare ftrongly 
their approbation of fuch an expedient, which I fhould think they might eafily 
be brought to, from feeing themfelves equally interefted therein, when they 
fhall be let, in the greateft confidence, into the true motive for his majefty’s 
infilling upon it. 

Ripperda once thus in his own houfe, will, I dare anfwer with my head for 
it, immediately attempt to efcape, both from the neceflity he would be con¬ 
vinced there was, as well as the ftrong inclination he has for fo doing, which 
laft, I am affured of from his being defirous to attempt it whilft in my houfe, 
provided I would have winked at it. 

This way of proceeding feems in no-wife prejudicial to his majefty’s affairs, 
fince it does not hinder an immediate proper ufe’s being made of the faid dif- 
coveries, by communicating them in the greateft fecrecy to fuch of his ma¬ 
jefty’s allys or friends, where it may be of fervice; and as Ripperda will, in 
cafe this expedient fucceeds, have either made his efcape, or have been taken 
in the attempt, long before the meeting of the parliament, in the firft of which 
cafes no difeovery can do him any hurt, and in the latter, no regard for him 
can then do him any good, his majefty will be at liberty to make the ufe of 
thofe difeoveries in fpeaking to his people, by the time it fhall be neceffary, in 
the manner he fhall judge moll for his fervice. To which alfo may be added, 

..41 2 ' - that 
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Period IV. that even in cafe this method proves unfuccefsful, his majefty will have had’ the 
1727101730 . fatisfafl . ion 0 f having done as much as in him lay, confident with the fafe'ty of 
his people, in favour of the unfortunate perfon. The only obje&ion that I 
can forefee to purfuing this method, is, that his majefty’s thus infilling upon a 
determined fatisfaftion may, in cafe Spain refufes to comply, engage thereby 
the nation in a war. Tho* to that I think may be anfwered, that if, as your 
grace leems to think from what has been already difclofed to his majefty, the 
war is inevitable, and that the making thofe difcoveries publick, is neceffary for 
the juftifying that war, the doing it afterwards, which will be equally in his ma¬ 
jefty’s power, if judged necelfary, will alfo fully jultify its having been be¬ 
gun. I beg leave to allure your grace, that I am by no means fond of what 
I have thus propofed; but as you was pleafed to command me to fend 
you my thoughts upon that matter, I have done it in the beft manner I ana 
able. 

As to your grace’s demand of what Ripperda faid to me upon this head, 
and whether he did not forefee the great fervice it would be to us upon a pro¬ 
per occafion, to make ufe of his difcoveries, and confequently how far he 
would contribute to make this eafy ? I can only fay, that he was fully apprifed 
of the importance of thofe fervices, and would contribute to the utmoft of his 
power for the procuring them for his majefty, were he once out of Spain, but 
always infilled in the ftrongeft manner upon the fecret’s being kept, until he 
fhould find himfelf in England. And I muft own my having given him all af- 
furances poffible of recommending in the ftrongeft manner his faid requelt ; 
tho’ as he had confented to my communicating what he had faid to me, to his 
majefty and his minifters, I told him he knew I could be no farther anfwerable 
than for my moll earnell and effectual offices in his favour, and particularly for 
■ the procuring him his majefty’s protefdion and utmoft alfiftance for the getting 
him fafely out of this country. I forgqt to mention Ripperda’s having owned 
to me, his being aprotellant, and that, he was refolved, the moment it lhould 
be poffible for him to efcape from hence, to abandon his penfion, and pafs the 
reft of his days in England. : 

. As to the duke of. Wharton’s plan, I only read .it once, which was the morn¬ 
ing that the marqqis de, la:Paz came, by his catholick majefty’s order, to re¬ 
ceive Ripperda’s papers, amorgft which that was delivered. It contained in 
fubllance the whole of that of the duke of Lina too, with the feveral parti¬ 
culars fet forth in the inclofed projefft, of aiecret treaty between the emperor, 

. Spain, 
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Spain, and the pretender, which faid projeQ, he aflured me, had been abfo- Period IV. 
lutely approved of by the courts of Vienna and Madrid. 1727101730 . 

It is true, my lord, that Ripperda aflured me, that his majefty and the king Ripperda. 
of Pruflia were not only to be ftript of their dominions in Germany, but that 
the princes, who were to fucceed to them, were aftually pitched upon. I 
could never, however, induce him to name to me thofe princes. Upon which 
occafion, I beg leave to obferve to your grace, that altho’, in the difcoveries 
made to me by him, feveral particular circumfltances that were to have been 
wifhed to have been explained, are omitted, it is not fo much to be wondered 
at, as that he had the courage to open himfelf fo far as he did, conlidering the 
rilk he run thereby, whilft in the dominions of his catholick majefty, of which 
he was very fenfible, as fully appeared by the agony he was always in upon 
thofe occafions, and particularly in dictating to me the two inclofed papers, all 
which times he cryed like a child. Mr. Keene will have told your grace of 
the infallible proofs he gave me of the marriages. 


BENJAMIN KEENE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

♦ 

Efcape of Ripperda from the cajlle of Segovia. . 

(Madrid, September 13, 1728.) I Am now to acquaint your grace, that Walpole.' 
on the r ith inftant (I as well as the greater part of the foreign ifiinifters at faper3 ‘ 
this court) received a letter from the marquis de la Paz (copy of which goes Extras. 
inclofed, with a tranflation) to inform me, that the duke de Ripperda had made Cepj ™ 
his efcape out of the caftle of Segovia, and that his catholick majefty defired 
he might be delivered over to his order, in cafe he fhould take refuge in any 
of the king’s dominions; to which I returned the anfwer marked A. The 
only particulars yet known are, that the alcaide or governor of the caftle (who 
is a nigh relation to the marquis de la Paz) being taken very ill, and his wife 
being in no better condition than himfelf, they could not attend upon the duke, 
as they ufually did at dinner and fupper. The fervant maid, who, it feems, 
was in the duke’s intereft, took occafion to quarrell with her miftrefs, and left 
her fervice, and a corporal, who guarded the duke, being prevailed upon to 
aflift him, they made their efcape together on the 2d inftant. The next morn¬ 
ing the alcaide miffed his prifoner, and only found his valet de chambre in his 
apartment, and being defirous to give an account to their catholick majefties 
of the duke’s being taken, at the fame time he informed them of his breaking 
• , - ; prifon. 
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prifon, and by this means make amends for his negligence, he fent feveral 
mefiengers by different routs to feek after him, but all in vain. So that the 
court had no notice of what had paft till the 10th inftant, and then they dif- 
patched a melfenger to Portugal, it being fuppofed that he took that route. 
But there is no certain account of him fince he left Segovia. 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Dejircs inJlruBions whether he Jhall meet Ripperda in London. 

(Chelfea, OSober 8, 1728.) YOU will fee by the inclofed, which came to 
me laft night, that our fcheme about the duke de Ripperda mull be alter’d, 
unlefle you can way lay him this evening or to morrow morning, and prevail 
with him to alter his courfe. Whether you will think this mod advifeable, or 
lett him come on to London, and give me his majefty’s direQions about meet¬ 
ing him in town, and fixing him in private lodgings, I defire you will write 
me word, it will be no difference to me but coming on Thurfday to Windfor, 
inftead Wednefday, perhaps more ealy to him to purfue his own method. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO MR. CORBIERE.* 

JnjlruBs him to perfuadt the duke of Ripperda to remain at one of the inns t 
untill notice of his arrival fhall he communicated. 

. (Windfor, OEtober 9, 1728.) AS I parted with you laft night in a good 
deal of hurry, I had not then had time to inform royfelf whether there could 
be fufficient accommodation or no, for the duke de Ripperda at Swinley Rails, 
which fince, upon enquiry, I find there is not; and therefore I think the beft 
thing that .can be done, will be for you to prevail upon the duke to fend his 
coach and fervants on to London, and to flay alone with you at one of the 
inns, either at Egham or Staines, in as private a manner as poffible, till fuch 
time as you fhall have given me notice of your arrival there, and have heard, 
from me. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO MR. CORBIERE. 

Defines him to make excuses to the duke of Ripperda for not fending his oisft 
coach.—Will meet the duke at Dr. Bland’s> at Eton . 

(Windfor a 
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(Windfor, OQrober 10, 1728.) I Defire you will make myexcufes to the PeriodIV. 
duke de Ripperda for my fending him a hired coach. I fliouldhave been l J 2 ^ t01 7 i c » 
very glad to have fent my own coach to attend him, but it was impofiible to Ripperda. 
do that without giving fome fufpicion. You will give the coachman direc¬ 
tions to drive to Dr. Bland’s at Eton, without palling thro’ Windfor, and 
.will contrive to be there about feven this evening, at which time, either my- 
felf or my brother Walpole will not fail to meet the duke there. But if any 
thing lhould happen to prevent my feeing him this evening, I defire you will 
allure him, that I lhall certainly do myfelf the honour of waiting upon him 
between nine and ten to-morrow morning, and will introduce him in the even¬ 
ing to his majefty-. 

MR. CORBIERE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

The duke of Ripperda not yet found. 

MY LORD, Hartly-rowe, Wednefday, 4 in the morning# 

J Got hither juft now, after having knock’t up all the inkeepers on the road, 
without finding what I wanted. But here I have intelligence of a coach, 
the defcription of which anfwers my expectation. That coach came to Sa¬ 
lisbury on Monday night, and having bad horfes, mull have fett up laft night 
conliderably Ihort of this place; and as it muft necelfarily pafs here, I think 
it beft to ftop, and wait ’dll it comes, tho’ the hour of it’s coming is very 
uncertain. 

Half after eight. Since your lordfhip’s firft defign will be fruftrated, be- 
caufe it grows late, and the coach does not yet appear, I believe, you will 
not think it amifs, that I fend away this melfenger to know your lordlhip’s 
pleafure, what I am now to do, and indeed to prepare colonel Negus, to whom 
I have writ at all events. Chaundler knows the route I lhall take to Swinley- 
Rails, in cafe I meet the gentleman; fo that if your lordlhip is pleafed to 
honour me with your commands, he will probably meet me on the road thi¬ 
ther. I am, See. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE KING. 

Informs the ling that he will convey Ripperda to the dean of Durham's (Dr. 

Bland's)., 


Welloa 

Papers. 


I Send 
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Period IV. J Send your majefty the account I have had from Mr. Corbiere, whom I fent 
1727 to 1 730 . laft night' to meet Riperda. The expectation I have been in of hearing 
■Wefton. from Riperda was the reafon of my not waiting this morning on your majefty 
Papers. a jj Unt j n g. j f en t back by the meffenger orders to Mr. Corbiere not to ftay at 
Swinely Rails, but to come, forward with Riperda, either to Egham or 
Staines; from whence I will bring the duke in a coach hither. I have fent to 
the *dean of-Durham, who has a houfe in the cloyfters here, where I propofe 
to lodge Riperda, as privately as poffible. 

I likewife fend your majefty a rough {ketch of a paper of heads, which 
. your majefty ordered me to draw up yefterday. 

Heads upon which to iifcourfe with the duke de Ripper da. 

Wefton inquire of the duke of Ripperda, what gave rife to the treaty of 

Papers. Vienna? whether the propofal firft came from that court? or whether the 

court of Spain made the firft application ? 

In what manner he was received on his arrival at Vienna ? which of the em¬ 
peror’s minifters were moll trufted in the negotiation, with which he was 
charged, as likewife what particulars he can recoiled relating to that affair? 

What were the fecret engagements between the emperor ^and Spain in fa¬ 
vour of the pretender, and what meafures were concerted for the accomplish¬ 
ing of thofe defigns? 

Whether the fcheme was not to break with England, upon the pretence of 
their not reftoring Gibraltar, and to invade his majefty*s dominions,-and what 
projefts were formed for putting this defign in execution ? 

What encouragement and affiftance they expeCted to meet with either in 
England or Scotland upon their landing, and how far the jacobiteshad engaged 
to join or otherwife to aflift them? whether he has feen any affociation or other 
inftrument, or any letter under their hands for that purpofe, and who the per¬ 
fons were that figned them ? 

How his acquaintance and intimacy with the duke of Wharton began ? what 
accounts he gave him of the ftate of affairs in England? what perfons corre- 
fponded with the duke of Wharton, whether he fhew’d him the letters he re¬ 
ceived from them or any of them, and what they contained; as likewife what 
were the fentiments of thofe perfons concerning the treaty of Hanover, as well 
as with regard to the pretender. 


* Dr. Bland, then matter of Eton fchoot. 


As 
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As much as he can recollect of the accounts the minifters of the emperor Period IV. 
received whilft he was at Vienna from England, either from Palm, or any other * 72?t ° 173 °/ 
perfons here; and what correfpondence thofe minifters held with people here, Ripperda. 
and with whom; particularly whether there was any dire£t correfpondence 
between them and any of his majefty’s fubje&s? 

THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA TO MONSIEUR TROVE. 

London, Ottober 18, 1728* 

J Am not furprized that fome think that I went away with the knowledge and OrfordE 
permiffion of the Spanifh court, fince the world can’t be ignorant of the ^ a P ers * 
great favour the king had for me, and the affection and zeal wherewith I faith- Official tranf~ 
fully ferved his majefty, but it is farr from it that the court either knew or 
facilitated my efcape; even fo farr, that having done what they did by me, there 
remained nothing but to keep me always a prifoner, or to take away my life 
privately; which made me refolve to ufe means to preferve my life, and to fet 
my perfon free; and for both thofe things, I am beholden to a lady of a good 
family, who is here with me, and who had courage eno’ to compafs that- 
work; which ihe undertook on account of the ill treatment I fo wrongfully 
underwent, and I muft tell you, that the Spanifh nation in general is of.the 
fame mind. I fhall have the honour, by fome other opportunity, to inform 
you of all the particular circumftances; and I don’t doubt but I fhall be able 
to give the world intire fatisfaftion concerning my behaviour and condufit. I 
defire you will pleafe to convey the inclofed- 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO SIR ROBERT WALPOEE. 


DEAR BROTHER, 


Windfor, Ottober 22—November 2J 1728. 


I think it is proper you fhourd fee without lofs of time the inclofed Orford 
letter from baron Riperda to his father, I fend it you by a meffenger on Papers, 
purpofe, and am yours, $:c. 


BARON OF RIPPERDA TO THE.DUKE OF RIPPERDA. 
Conduct of the imperial court towards him at the time of Ripperda's difgrace. 


HONOURED SIR, 


Groningen, October 26, 1728. 


JLJE begins with telling the great joy and comfort it was to his wife and him, Orford 
to hear by his letter of the 16th, that he was gott clear off; and continues P a P« s * 
‘VOL. II. PART II. 4 K- ' thus 
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Period IV. thus—I am delighted at your being fatisfied with my marriage, for the mar- 
727101730 . p az f en , me your confent, without which I fliould not have mar¬ 

ried, but it flood me in great head, for I had all kind of fupport from thence. 
Count Cobenzel, my father-in-law, is married, and holds at the emperor’s 
court, the poll of great chamberlain, which is one of the principal pofts at that 
court, and he a gentleman of very good credit. As to my wife, fhe was de¬ 
livered on the 23d inftant of a dead fon, but Ihe was not come to her full 
time; God be thank’t, fhe is as well as can be expe.Qed at this time. This lofs 
muft be repaired with another wholefome and found boy, if it will pleafe 
God to do us that favour. My wife fays, fne fliould be glad to have given a 
grandfon to her father-in-law, whofe hands fhe kiffes, and wifhes fhe could do 
it really, by feeing you in fome good and fecure place. It would be a great 
fatisfa&ion to me, if you would do nothing that could difpleafe the emperor, 
becaufe all the honour depends on that, and fo I trull in God and your know¬ 
ledge, that all this will go well. 

When your difgrace happened, a courrier was difpatched for Vienna, who 
quickly came to Laxemburgli to count Sinzendorff, who went to Vienna, im¬ 
mediately fent for me to his houfe, and told me—the emperor affures you of 
his protection. But it is necefiary to comply with the will of God; the duke 
your father is difgraced and carried to Segovia, and we have exprefs orders to 
take your papers inftantly; and fo he carried me in his coach to my own houfe, 
and they told me to deliver my papers, afking me if had not fome intimate cor- 
refpondences with you. And they told me, that they knew from the cuftome- 
boufe, that there was fo much mony (more indeed than there really was) and 
I muft give it up by fair means, fince it was in their hands from the moment 
they fir ft had the king’s order; that it was owing to the emperor’s gracioufnefs 
that the orders were not fully executed, which were, I believe, to make a pri— 
foner of me. And fo, I being in this condition, by an exprefs written order, 
I was obliged to depofit the mony in the public.k imperial bank at Vienna, 
there being no other remedy, becaufe I had no notice from you, nor of the 
leaft circumftance of this difgrace. 

Had you been able to give me notice of the leaft circumftance, all had been 
remedied. But being crufiied on all hides, there was no other remedy for me in 
the world than to obey; for as I was one day going out of Vienna to Calden- 
: berg, I had a meffage from don Henrique, that I muft not go far out of the 
city, and fo that was like having the city for a prifon. But the emperor fent 

me 
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me word by count Sinzendorff, that he would fain fee me once, and I had Period IV. 
the honour of an audience, and of finding the emperor very gracious, and * 7 2 7 t 01 73 °- 
comforting me in my misfortunes and forrows, which you may imagine were Ripperda. 
infinite, to fee you in fuch a condition. Afterwards came one don Philip 
Rodrigues, who had been fecretary to Beretti Landi, which Philip was very 
ill-intentioned, and he was afterwards to keep the papers. After this, came 
one called duke de Bournonville, worfe than the former, tormenting and ill 
treating me with bad language, infomuch that it was a lhame, and with infup- 
portable haughtinefs, alking me an account of all. But by the emperor’s inter- 
ceffion, the whole was made up, and the faid duke renounced by order, faying 
that the king was fatisfied as to me, and pretended to nothing more from me. 

In fine, had it not been for the imperial protection, I believe they had fwal- 
lowed me alive. But fo it came to pafs, that by a letter of order from die 
marquis de la Paz, the king gave his royal confent to marry me, affigning me 
for the days of my life, an annual penfion of a thoufand piftoles. 

I hope to give you a more circumftantial account by word of mouth, and I 
humbly befeech you, for the love of God, to preferve your good intention to¬ 
wards the emperor,'and not to do any thing againft the king, and in favour of 
the country where you are, becaufe all your honour, and your great renowned 
name, which you acquired by making the treaties of Vienna, which were the 
Jcedus anicitice, and by the treaty of navigation and commerce, would be en¬ 
tirely loft, and will now and for ever fubfift, if you continue in the fame way 
of thinking you had in thofe days. If you would but think fit to have mat¬ 
ters made up a little, it would be good to begin to go about it foon; fince my 
mother, and brothers, and filter are within that country, and will fu'ffer in cafe 
any thing fhould happen in oppofition to thefe princes. You will know if 
you could be lafe, or not, in this country, and therefore you will be pleafed 
to do what you Hr all judge molt proper for your fecurity, and the making up 
of your affairs. I befeech you to vouchfafe to think of your fpoufe and all 
us your children. I alfo molt humbly befeech you to preferve me in your 
fatherly and kind protection and love; and my wife, who alfo loves you with 
all her heart and foul, alfo recommends lrerfelf, humbly killing her father’s 
hands, to whofe paternal love we both of us recommend ourfelves. 

P. S. In cafe you fhould have a mind to write to the emperor or to my 
father-in-law, you might fend thofe letters to us, for I believe that would be 

4 k 2 beft. 
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Period IV. beft. I cannot write more for want of paper; I hope hereafter to fee or write 
1727 to 1730. , , 

. ' . to you more largely. 


RIPPERDA TO HIS SON. 

Imputes his iifgrace to count Konigfeck. 

MY SON, London, O&ober 22.—November 2, 

Orford YOUR valuable letter of the 26th, has been put into my hands, and it is the 
Papers ‘ greateft comfort to me, to fee that you and your dear wife are good and 
Trmjlatm. fteddy in your love to me, as your father; and I allure you, that you have 
fufficient reafon to continue it, for I love you as the apples of my eyes, and I 
would willingly give my blood for your fake. I am forry at my heart for that 
untimely birth, and I hope God will give me defcendants from my loyns. 
You will tell me, whether count Cobenzel is the mother of my dear daughter; 
and you will tell me where Dr. Henrique is, and how much money you have 
depofited in the imperial bank. 

I now fee very clearly from the condufl of count Sinzendorff, that he like- 
wife muft be one of the band of count Konigfegg, my greateft enemy, and the 
only caufe of my difgrace, as I will let the emperor fee at a proper time, if he 
will allow me to do it; and you will tell me in what form and manner the em¬ 
peror would have, or would not have me; and you will tell it me very plainly, 
as I am your father, who gave you life. I will not, neither can I, nor ought I 
to ftirr out of this kingdom, till I know what the emperor thinks of my perfon 
and conduQ;. I am very defirous to give an account of both to all Europe. 
And I know very well how to maintain that point of honour I was bom with, 
and which I have known how to maintain hitherto; and lhall fee that Jama et 
vita pari pajfu ambulant . You muft fend your anfwers by the way of Mr. 
Meynarde Troye at Amfterdam, and fo they will come fafe. Your muft ex¬ 
plain yourfelf clearly to your father, who wifhes you long life, and loves you. 
intirely. 


- THE DUKE OF RIPPERDA TO THE BARON OF RIPPERDA. 


London, O&ober 26, 1728, 


Orford 

Papers. 

Official iranj '- 
lotion* 


g|INCE I wrote to you from Exeter, I arrived in this town with perfefft 
health, and do intend to take my reft here, ’till I can hear from you, and 

what 
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■what condition you are in. You will tell me, as I dire&ed you in my other Period IV. 
letter, how much you have fpent of the mony I left in your power, and what- ^ 7*7 <01730 , 
ever elfe has happened to you during the time of my confinement, to the end Ripperd*. 
that I may take convenient meafures. You will enquire of count de Coben- 
sel, who by your marriage is become my brother, if he thinks it convenient I 
fhould write to the emperor to undeceive him of count Konigfegg’s falfe- 
hoods, and defire him to tell you what he thinks I had beft do in that matter; 
and you will tell me, whether the mother to your beloved fpoufe, my moll va¬ 
luable daughter, be living, that I may write to the count, and to her if alive. 

You will bellow a thoufand kilfes and embraces upon my beloved daughter, 
whom I cherilh as much as the apples of my eyes. ' I am. See. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE AND HORACE WALPOLE TO THE DUKE 

OF NEWCASTLE. 

Acquaints cardinal Henry with the arrival of the duke of Ripperda in England „ 

October 2,7, 1728* 

WfE have thought fit to lett both the cardinal and monfieur Chauvelin know, 
that the. duke of Riperda was arrived in the weft of England, and upon 
his road to London, and that the greateft care Ihould be taken to keep him 
private, that his coming may give as little offence as pofiible. They both 
agreed in that opinion, and far from thinking that his majefty fhould give him 
up, intimated to us, that he fhould be treated in fo civil and generous a manner, 
as to be kept in good humour, and by no means difobliged. 


Orford 

Papers. 


BARON DE RIPPERDA TO THE DUKE DE RIPPERDA® 

Groningen, Odlober 30, 17218. 

jy^JY wife has received letters from Vienna, wherein your retreat from Se¬ 
govia is approved with one common voice, and they hope that all this 
matter will go well, if you keep, with the people where you, are, a refervedO^fea/ tranf- 
conduft as to paft affairs, and a filence with relation to them; for in this man- 
ner, thofe princes you ferved, will be contented and fatisfied with your con¬ 
duct ; and the emperor will, I hope, affift you, fo that all may go well; and fo I 
hope, from your great knowledge and management, that you will bring all 
your affairs to a good end, for yourfelf, my mother, and us your children, who 

' all 
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Period IV. ’Tis impoffible in any difpatch to give more fatisfablion, than your joint one 
1727:01730 . ^ one ^ as y OU f ee by my anfwer to it.. I conclude the congrefs will now 
foon open. Count SinzendorfF having left Vienna fome time, I hope the 
cardinal will not have made many alterations in our inftru£lions. I fear mon- 
fieur Chauvelin will not have drawn the French ones in the manner we could 
wilb, but if the cardinal Hicks to what he has promifed, all mull go welL 
We have little or no news ftirring here, but general fatisfa&ion at what 
paffes abroad. Sir Robert feems quite in earneft about your brother’s affair, 
and I hope to fend you a good account of it in a very Ihort time. This letter 
goes under de la Faye’s cover, as I defire you will continue to fend thofeyou 
favour me with, whenever you have a leifure hour. I Ihould be glad to hear 
from you; for many things muft occur in your negociations, which I fhall be 
glad to know; tho’ perhaps you may not think proper to put them in your pub- 
lick difpatches, and it will always be a particular fatisfaQion to me to know' 
your opinion upon every thing that happens. 

THE DUKE OP NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 

Informs him that his brother is difappointed about the place.-—Thinks fir Robert 
Walpole was Jincere.—The king’s prejudices again/l his brother , occqfoned the 
failure. 

DEAR SIR, -- Newcaftle Houfe, May 24—June 4, 1728* 

Am perluaded you will do me the juftice to believe, that it is with the 
greateft concern that I now acquaint you, that poor Charles’s affair has at 
Gofy* laft mifcarried, notwithftanding the hopes I gave you of fuccefs and certainty, 
I thought there was of it, till within thefe very few days. Sir Robert Walpol'e 
continued to give fuch ftrong affurances of his being for your brother, and 
only for him, that I could not have the lead doubt of it; and indeed, notwith¬ 
ftanding what has happened, I muft be fo juft to him, as to think he has been 
very fincere,- and has his lhare of uneafinefs upon it. It would be dwelling 
too long upon this difagreeable fubject, to enter into all the particulars that 
have paffed; however, I cannot forbear, in great confidence, acquainting you 
•with the moft material ones in the manner I have learnt them. 

Sir Robert continued to think almoft to the laft, as he did when you was in 
town, that the difpofition of the place would be left entirely to him; but he 
found at laft, great encouragement had been given to another, if not almoft 

a pro- 


Harrington T 
Papers. -*■ 
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a promife, for whom a vacancy is, by the king’s exprefs order, made in the Period IV. 
board of trade, by removing Jack Chetwynd, and putting in fir Thomas 
Frankland. Soon after you left England, it was faid to fir Robert Walpole, 172*. 
that they believed you was not fatisfied with what the king faid to you upon 
your application in favour of Charles, upon which I allured fir Robert, that 
by the king’s way of talking, as I underftood, you had little reafon to fear 
fuccefs, were he (fir Robert Walpole) for it. 

When fir Robert acquainted the king-with the great difappointment this 
would be to you, the king anfwered, you could not from what he faid to 
you, think he defigned it for your brother. For that upon your faying you 
was forry the king had not a more favourable opinion of your brother, the 
king anfwered, he had a very good one of you. 

This being the Hate of the cafe, I am really afraid old prejudices remain’d 
fo ftrong, that they were not to be got over, and I have good reafoh to think, 
that fir Robert has met with fo much difficulty, and fo many difagreeable in¬ 
cidents in the difpofal of this employment, that the mifcarriage is not to be 
imputed to him. 

He has,obliged fir William Yonge to take it, which was certainly never in¬ 
tended, for he never applied for Charles, but upon a fuppofition that fir W. 

Yonge wou’d not have it, and one of the chief reafons that fir Robert Wal¬ 
pole made him accept it, was the difficulty he finds in getting any thing for 
him, and that it made the difappointment to Charles the eafier. I have now- 
told you as much as I can by letter, which in juftice both to you and others, 

I thought myfelf oblig’d to do. I can-with truth fay, this affair gave me as 
much concern as it can do you j the only fatisfa&ion I have is, that I have 
not omitted on my part, any one Angle thing that cou’d have prevented what 
has happened; and whether we ffiall ever be able to mend things or not, I 
ffiall always be, with the moft unfeigned fincerity and affe&ion to you, to 
Charles, and the whole family, &c. 


WILLIAM STANHOPE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Expreffes his great concern at the failure of his brother’s expectations.—Is not 
convinced of fir Robert Walpole’s fincerity.—Thinks his coldnefs at firjl did 
him great hurt.—Is piqued that others are made peers. 

4 L 
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Period IV. 
I727t01730. 

Harrington 

Papers. 


Private. 


Copy. 


MY LORD, June 3,-1728- 

J Received laft night, by Ling, the meffenger, the honour of your grace’s 

private letter of the 24th paft, O. S. acquainting me with the fuccefs of my 
brother’s affair, which unexpected difgrace, moved me more than ever I re¬ 
member myfelf to have been at any thing that ever happened to me in all my 
life j tho’ at the fame time I beg leave to affure your grace, that I never did 
or can one moment forgett the very kind and generous part which you and 
your brother have afted towards us from the beginning to the end of this af¬ 
fair. And I wifh I could be equally clear in my opinion as to fir Robert 
Walpole’s behaviour in it; for altho’ I am perfuaded from what your grace has 
been pleas’d to tell me, that towards the end he wou’d have liked to have had 
it gone in the manner you defir’d, I cant, however, help thinking, that his 
vifible coolnefs at the beginning, was a great occafion of its mifcarrying. 

But I fhall not detain your grace any longer upon fo difagreeable a fubjeft, 
which I am fully perfuaded, from the many undoubted proofs I have had of 
your grace’s fciendfhip and good nature, muft be painfull to you to refleCl 
upon, as it is to myfelf. Though I can’t help faying, if I miftook the king, by 
applying what he faid to me to my brother, it was very natural for me to do, 
confidering how it was introduced, viz. by my telling him, that if formerly 
he had received any ill impreffions of my brother, I hoped they were at pjefent 
removed, which being the cafe, I could not imagine that he meant to me the 
expreffions of his good opinion, when my brother was the only fubjeCt of our 
converfation. At the fame time with your grace’s letter, I received one from 
my brother, full of the moft gratefull fentiments towards yourfelf and Mr. 
Pelham, for your fincere and zealous endeavours to ferve him in this as well 
as upon every other occafion, and for your kind concern at the difappointment 
he has met withall: and I wifh I could fay, that the ill fuccefs of this affair 
had made no deeper impreffions upon me, than I find it has upon him. 

But however I may be affe&ed with what has happened, it fhall never make 
me lefs zealous or diligent in the executing of his majefty’s commands to the 
heft of my abilitys, whilft I fhall have the honour to remain in his fervice. I 
obferved that your grace takes no notice in your letter of the late promotion 
of feveral gentlemen to the peerage, which I attribute to your good nature, 
as unwilling to fpeak at the fame time upon two fubjefls, almoft equally dif¬ 
agreeable to me, tho’ I hope you will be affur’d, that whatever my difappoint- 

ments 
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merits may be, and from whatever quarter they may come, I can never be fo Period IV. 
weak as to be out of humour at whatever your grace fhou’d think fit to fay to 172710173 ° ' 
me upon them, or doubt of your endeavours and defires to have prevented 1728. 

them. I fhouid be glad to receive further lights from you in relation to my 
French fecretary. For' altho’ I have never trufted him with any thing of 
confequence, fince my brother firft writt to me upon his fubjefd, I fhouid be 
loath to ruin him for ever by turning him immediately out of my fervice, un- 
lefs your grace fhouid think the fufpicion againft him fo well grounded, as to 
make it neceffary. We fet out to-morrow for Soiffons, from whence we fhall 
very foon fend another meflenger to England, by whom I fhall not fail to write 
fully, and in confidence to your grace, my opinion of the fuccefs we are like to 
have at the congrefs. 

STEPHEN POYNTZ TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Mr. Stanhope difappointed that his brother is not appointed a lord of the ad¬ 
miralty , and that himfelf is not made a peer.—Thinks his brother obnoxious 
to Jir Robert Walpole.—Praifes the candour of Mr. Stanhope.—Reflections 
on the point of Gibraltar.—Is of opinion , that it would be a wife meafure 
to rejlore it to Spain. 

MY LORD, Paris, June g, 1728# 

J Think it proper your lordfhip fhouid be appris’d, that Mr. Stanhope is ex- Townfhend 
tremely call down, on the double difappointment of his brother’s not being Pa P ers ’ 
in the admiralty, and his own not being made a peer. The firft, I find, he 
did not entirely reckon upon, on account of his brother’s being perfonally 
difagreeable to fir Robert Walpole; but the latter, he fays the king had ab- 
folutely promis’d him, and that your lordfhip, fir Robert Walpole, and the 
duke of Newcaftle had promis’d to be his remembrancers, and to fupport his 
requeft. He was going to write to your lordfhip by this meffenger; but 
afterwards faid it was now too late, the affair was decided, and the main pre¬ 
tention on which he hoped to obtain this diftinHion, which was that of his 
being firft plenipotentiary at the congrefs, being overlooked, he could never 
hope to obtain this favour; that he was very fure your lordfhip was his real 
friend, and had done all you could for him even in his abfence; and that the 
writing to you, would only be giving you a pain, which your kindnefs towards 
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Period IV. him had very little deferved. I fhould do him great injuftice, if I fhould in- 
jTZTtoiT^.finite t hat this or any other private consideration, was capable of altering 
his way of aQing in the affairs we have to tranfafcl together, which I do 
allure your lordfhip, has been hitherto accompanied with the greateft open- 
nefs, candour, and honour. As it is of high importance, in my humble opi¬ 
nion, for the benefit of the fervice, that he fhould continue in the fame fenti- 
ments of refpeft and confidence towards your lordfhip, which I am very fure 
he has, I would fubmitt it to your lordfhip’s confideration, whether it might 
not be proper to enable me to fay fomething to him from your lordfhip upon 
this occafion, which may convince him that you continue his friend. I muff 
own to your lordfhip, that I am very much pleafed with him, and fo is Mr. 
Walpole. But God is my witnefs, that in what I now write, I have no view to 
make my court to Mr. Stanhope or any one elfe, but only to continue to do 
all in my power towards preferving that union and harmony, which I think 
neceffary for the great work we have before us, which I am very fure requires 
all helps of this kind. 

I can fee no daylight yet in the affairs of the congrefs, only thus much, that 
after we carry the point of Gibraltar, the Spaniards will leave no Hone un¬ 
turned to hurt our commerce, in order to diftrefs us into a compliance on the 
other point. The queen of Spain may have other views, but the catholick 
king and the true Spaniards are animated againft us by this Angle confidera¬ 
tion. God forbid that any Britifh fubjeft fhould think of giving up Gib¬ 
raltar in the prefent violent fituation of things, and under the rough treatment 
we meet with from Spain. But if the Spanifh plenipotentiarys, in (lead of 
demanding it peremptorily, were to fett forth in an amicable manner, that the 
quadruple alliance having made great alterations in the poffeffions afcertained 
by the treaty of Utrecht, and the crown of Spain having acceeded to that al¬ 
liance, under hopes given both by England and France of their recovering a 
place extorted from them by the mere neceffity of their affairs, they are ready 
to offer an equivalent for it, and only defire a promife, that the confideration 
of this equivalent may be fubmitted to the king and his parliament, leaving 
our poffeffion in the mean time on the foot of our treatys, I muft own, in 
fuch a cafe, I fhould not think any injury done us. This and fbme advan- 
. tage for the queen of Spain’s family, confident with the balance of Europe, 
might perhaps procure a general pacification, and reduce the emperor to rea- 

fon. 
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fon. Without fomething of this kind, I fear no peace can be of long dura- Period IV. 

tion, nor our commerce to Spain and the Weft Indies ever be free from Ioffes 

and interruption. \ ' 1728. 

I beg ten thoufand pardons for perfuming to offer my poor thoughts to your 
lordfhip, on fo delicate an affair, but I {hall endeavour to make amends by ex¬ 
ecuting my inftruQions with all the fubmiffion, diligence, and exaQnefs, that 
my infirm ftate of body and mind will permitt me; having no other ambition 
in the world, but by afting the part of an honeft man, to deferve the conti¬ 
nuance of that protection from your lordfhip, which has made the honour and 
happinefs of my life. I pray God to reftore to your lordfhip perfect health, 
accompanied with all poffible happinefs to yourfelf and family, and am with 
the warmeft devotion and refpeCt, &c. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 

Condoles with him on his brother’s difappointment.—AJfures him that the king 
always mentions him with terms of regard. 

DEAR SIR, Claremont, Jane 3 — 14 , 1728. 

J Had the favour of your very kind letter of the 8th of June, and if any 
thing cou’d add to my concern in your late difappointment, it wou’d be 
your goodnefs to me in allowing me to have a very great (hare in whatever 
happens to you' or your family, that is difagreable to you. I did not 
indeed trouble you about the promotion of the lords, imagining that might 
give you fome concern, when you had but, too much upon poor Charles’s 
account. Under thefe circumftances, the only comfort I can give you, 
and that is but fmall, is, that the king, whenever he mentions you, which he 
does very often, does it with the greateft regard imaginable; and I verily be¬ 
lieve, has an entire confidence in you. Your refolution of not letting any 
of thefe incidents affeft you in the execution of the king’s bufinefs, is fo like 
yourfelf, that it cannot be too much commended. 

But to leave this difagreable fubjeft, with alluring you of mine and my 
brother’s firm refolutions to contribute the little in our power, conftantly to 
promote whatever may be to your fatisfaflion, or for the intereft of your fa¬ 
mily; I muft acquaint you, -that Mr. Walpole’s account from Compiegne, of 
the cardinal’s and monfieur Chauvelin’s difcourfe with Bournonville -about 
Gibraltar, and the cardinal’s refentment att the unaccountable behaviour of the 
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court of Vienna, about the affair of Mecklenburgh, has given us the greateft. 
fatisfaQion; and indeed, I begin to hope you will not have much difficulty 
at the congrefs, at leaft about Gibraltar, for it is not poffible to be more * * 
# * than the cardinal has been upon it. I hope foon to have an account 

of your opening the congrefs, and as your letters are moft Wellcome to me, I 
ffiou’d be extream glad to have your opinion of the fuccefs you are like to have. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 

On Mr, Stanhope's difcontent,—Jufiifies fir Robert Walpole, — King's perfonal 
dijlike to Charles Stanhope , and though 'warmly prejjed by fir Robert Walpole , 
rejufits to grant a peerage,—Promijes his fiupport,—Approves the propofal 
to refer e Gibraltar s but declares his opinion % that the nation will never confent 
to it. 

SIR, Whitehall, June 3—14, 1728. 

| Received your letter, and am extremely obliged to you for the friendly 
part you aft; towards me, in acquainting me with the uneafinefs which Mr, 
Stanhope feems to be under at prefent. For as I have a real value and re- 
fpeft for that gentleman, you may imagine that I muft be very follicitous to 
clear up any matter, that can poffibly give him the leaft room to doubt of the 
iincerity of my friendfhip for him. 

As to his brother’s not being in the admiralty, I can with great truth aflure 
you, that that difappointment ■'did not at all proceed from any perfonal diflike 
conceiv’d againft him by fir Robert Walpole, who recommended him in the 
ftrongeft manner to the king, and efpoufed his intereft with fo much warmth, 
as even to hazard the lofs of his credit with his majefty for ever. But after 
the moft earneft and repeated follicitations in behalf of Mr. Stanhope, the king 
abfolutely refufed to preferr him to the admiralty, with fome expreffions of 
Tefentment againft fir Robert Walpole, for having recommended him. 

As to the other point of the peerage, I dare fay, that when Mr. Stanhope 
knows the true ftate of the cafe, he will not think he has any reafon to be dif- 
fatisfy’d with the conduft of his friends in-that particular. A few days before 
the prorogation of the parliament, my brother Walpole waited upon the king, 
and told him, that this would be a proper time to fulfill his gracious intention? 
towards thofe whom he had promifed to promote to the honour of peerage. 
His majefty feem’d much difpleafed at this propofal, and faid he was deter¬ 
mined 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


631 

rained not to make any promotion of that kind. This anfwer, tho’ it was de- Period IV. 
liver’d with a good deal of warmth, did not hinder my brother Walpole from ^ 7 2 7 t0 ‘ 73 Q * 
renewing his inftances upon this fubjeft, but to no purpofe. The next morn- 1728. 
ing his majefty told my brother Walpole with fome vehemence, that if he 
mud make fome new lords, he was refolved to make only four, and mention’d 
thofe whofe names you have feen in the printed papers. My brother endea¬ 
vour’d to perfuade him to add fome who had equal pretenfions with thofe he 
had named, and reprefented to him, that this creation would be much fmaller 
than had been ufual at the beginning of a reign, but his majefty abfolutely re- 
fufed to make any more. I mu ft acquaint you in confidence, that fir Thomas 
Saunderfon, who, as heir to my lord Caftleton, had a very juft claim to have been 
diftinguifh’d upon this occafion, could not obtain that favour, notwithftanding 
the molt preffing follicitations of my lord Scarborough, who, upon his appli¬ 
cation to her majefty, to ufe her good offices in favour of his brother, was 
anfwer’d, that Ihe durft fay no more to the king upon this head. 

This being the true ftate of that affair, I hope Mr. Stanhope will not think 
that his pretenfions have fuffered by any coolnefs or indifference on our part; 
and as it is very probable that upon the breaking up of the congrefs, his ma¬ 
jefty may be difpofed to fhew a due regard to the merit of one who muft have lb 
confiderable a fhare in the affairs that are to be tranfabfed there, he may de¬ 
pend upon my utmoft endeavours to obtain that diftinftion, which he is fo 
juftly entitled to. I beg you will allure him from me, that as I have ever 
fince my firft acquaintance with him, profefs’d a real value and efteem for 
him, I fhall always behave myfelf in every thing where his intereft is con¬ 
cerned, in fuch a manner, as to give him no room to repent the confidence he 
is pleafed to exprefs in the fincerity of my good wiffies towards him. 

What you propofe in relation to Gibraltar, is certainly very reafonable, 
and is exactly conformable to the opinion, which you know I have always en¬ 
tertain’d concerning that place. But you cannot but be fenfible of the vio¬ 
lent and almoft fuperftitious zeal, which has of late prevailed among all par- 
tys in this kingdom, again!! any fcheme for the reftitution of Gibraltar upon 
any conditions whatfoever. And I am afraid, that the bare mention of a pro- 
pofal, which carry’d the moll diftant appearance of laying England under an 
obligation of ever parting with that place, would be fufficient to put the whole 
nation in a flame. In my opinion, all we can do to foften the king of Spain, 
and to appeafe the ill will which the Spanilh nation has conceived againft us, 

will 
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will be to confent to fuch propofals as may prevent the unlawfull trade, which 
is alledg’d by the Spaniards to be carry’d on by the South Sea company, 
without rendering ineffebtual the privilege which is granted to that company 
by the affieuto treaty, of fending one fir ip annually to the Spanifh Weft 
Indies. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Sends to the king a letter from the duke of Wharton to Horace Walpole.— 
Defires inJlruBions may be forwarded to Paris on that fubjeffi. 

MY LORD* Hockrel, June 29 — July io, 1728, 

J Send your lordfhip a letter from the duke of Wharton to my brother at 
Paris, which the meffenger brought hither to me this morning. I beg you 
will lay it before the king, and take his majeftie’s orders upon the fubjeft, and 
tranfmitt them to my brother, which he is very defirous to receive without 
Ioffe of time, that he may know in what manner to behave bimfelf when 
the duke of Wharton is at Paris. I am forty the duke of Wharton men- 
;ons me in particular, which putts me under fome difficulty, but I cannot for¬ 
bear faying, I fee no reafon for his majefty’s altering the orders he has already 
given about the duke of Wharton, but think it neceffary that my brother 
fhould be acquainted in form by a fecretary of ftate, with the king’s pleafure 
upon this fubjeft, without lofs of time. 

If his majefty fhould ever be induced to think of pardoning the duke of 
Wharton, ’tis furely now advifable to carry on the profecution, when there are 
legal and full evidences, which may be afterwards hard to come at, and mercy 
is no leffe in the king’s power after conviQion. 


THE DUKE OF WHARTON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


[Enclofed in the preceding letter,] 

Acknowledges that the king’s clemency was owing to the regard fr Robert 
Walpole had for his father.—Reqnejls Horace Walpole to'intercede for him. 


SIR, 


Lions, June 28, 1728. 

Y^UR excellency will be furpriz’d to receive a letter from me, but the 
clemency with which the'government of England has treated me, which 


is 
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is in a great rneafure owing to your brother’s regard to my father’s memory, Period IV, 
makes me hope that you will give me leave to exprefs my gratitude for it. J 7 2 7 t01 73 ° » 
Since his prefent majefty’s acceffion to the throne, I have abfolutely refus’d 1728. 
to be concerned with the pretender or any of his affairs, and during my ftay 
in Italy have behav’d myfelf in a manner that dofitor Peters, Mr. Godolphin, 
and Mr. Mills can declare to be confiftent with my duty to the prefent king. 

I was forc’d to go to Italy, to get out of Spain, where if my true defign had 
been known, I fhould have been treated a little feverely. 

' I am coming to Paris, to put myfelf entirely under your excellency’s 
protection, and hope that fir Robert Walpole’s good nature will prompt him 
to fave a family, which his generofity induced him to fpare. If your excel¬ 
lency would permitt me to wait upon you for an hour, I am certain you 
would be convinc’t of the fincerity of my repentance for my former madnefs, 
would become an advocate with his majefty to grant me his moll gracious 
pardon, which, it is my comfort, I lhall never be required to purchafe by 
any ftep unworthy of a man of honnour. I do not intend, in cafe of the king’s 
allowing me to pafs the evening of my days under the fhadow of his royal 
proteffton, to fee England for fome years, but fhall remain in France or Ger¬ 
many, as my fnends fhall advife, and enjoy country fports till all former ftorys 
are buried in oblivion. I beg of your excellency to let me receive your or¬ 
ders at Paris, which I will fend to your hoftel to receive. The dutchefs of 
Wharton, who is with me, defires leave to wait on Mrs. Walpole, if you think 
proper. I am. See. 


THE DUKE OF WHARTON TO HORACE WALPOLE. 


Reqiiejls his inter cejjion to obtain his far ion. 


SIR, 


July 6, 1728. 


'J’HE friendfhip which your excellency has allways had for my family, makes Walpole 
me hope that you will not decline to become an advocate in my favour Pa P ers * 
with the king, that his majefty may be gracioufly pleas’d to allow me the honour 
imploring his royal pardon for my paft conduQ, and that in order to it, his 
majefty will permit me to make him an humble tender of my duty in a letter, 
in which I may have an opportunity of exprefiing the real fentiments of my 
heart, and my unalterable refolution to pafs the remainder of my days as it be¬ 
comes a dutiful fubjeft, who has allready received the ftrongeft proofs of his 
vol. 11. part 11. 4 m . majefty’s 
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Period IV. majefly’s great clemency, and who is confequently tied to his duty by gra- 
i~ ^ ^ 1 titude as well as inclination. I ihall efteem this as the greateft mark of your 

excellency’s good nature, for really your tranfmitting of my humble requeft 
to the king, will be an aft of generality that Ihall be always acknowledged. 

P. S. If your excellency favours me with an anfwer of this letter, direfted 
to me at Roen, it will affurely reach me as it will charm me. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

Vijit of the duke of Wharton. 


Walpole 

Papers. 


Copy. 


MV LORD, Paris, July 6, 1718. 

'YESTERDAY about noon, while I was engaged with fome company in 
my own houfe, my page brought me word, that there was a fervant at the 
door, who deli red to know, when a gentleman, who was lately arrived from 
Lyons, and had fomething in particular to fay to me, might fee me. I ap¬ 
pointed him to come this morning at eight o’clock, at which time the duke of 
Wharton made me a vifit, and introduced himfelf by telling me, that he could 
not fufficiendy exprefs his gratitude for the great goodnefs and clemency of 
the government of England, in not proceeding againft him with that feverity, 
which his behaviour had deferved; which he was perfuaded proceeded from a 
regard to his father’s memory. That he could fincerely allure me, that he had 
not been any ways concerned in the intereft or fervice of the pretender, nor 
with any perfon that belonged to him, for fome months before the death of his 
late majefty, or ever lince his prefent majefty’s fucceffion to the crown. That 
he had indeed lately palled through Parma, where the pretender and feveral 
of his adherents were with him, but that he had induftrioufly avoided to fpeak 
with any of them, keeping conftantly company with thofe Englilh that are 
known to be well affe&ed to bis majelty’s government. That he was now de¬ 
termined to fling himfelf at the king’s feet, to implore his mercy, pardon, and 
protection; having taken a fixed refolution to behave himfelf as a faithfull 
fubjeCt to his majefty for the remainder of his life, and Ihould retire to fuch 
place, and continue there for fuch time as his majefty Ihould think fit, without 
being at all concerned in any affairs, with much more to the fame effeCt; 
which he expreffed with that eloquence, which is fo natural to him; accom¬ 
panying this declaration with the moft folemn proteftations of a conftant fide r 
lity to his majefty’s perfon and government, and defiring that I would lay be¬ 
fore 
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fore the king what he had faid, and fupport it with my intereft and credit for Period IV. 
obtaining his majefty’s grace and forgivenefs; intimating to me, that he was i I 7 2 7 CQ _ 1 73 ^ « 
ready to make his fubmiffion to his majefty, in a letter that he would write him- 172*. 
felf to the king for that purpofe. 

I told the duke of Wharton, that I could make him no other anfwer to this 
folemn declaration, confidering the notoriety of his a&ions, than that if he ex¬ 
pedited I fliould as a minifter fay any thing to the king about him, I muft de¬ 
fire he would give it me in writing, and I would not fail, on account of his 
great quality, and of his being ftill a peer of Great Britain, to tranfmit it to 
your grace, for his majefty’s commands upon it. ,£ut I could not help alking 
him, what fecurity he could give for a more fettled and regular behaviour, 
confidering the conftant variety of con traditions in his life, both in religion 
and.politicks, for fo many years. To which indeed he had little to fay, befides 
the aflurances of becoming entirely a new man, and of proving it by his fu¬ 
ture behaviour; that he was ready to let me know any thing with regard to 
the pretender, as far as was confiftent with his honour, in not betraying or do¬ 
ing the leaft harm to any perfon that had been concerned with him; and fpoke 
of the late biffiop of Rochefter on this occafion, with fome regard, to whom 
he was refolved to return fome original papers, that he might be convinced, 
that he would not have it even in his power to hurt him. 

He then gave me by fits, and in a rambling way, that was entertaining 
enough, on account of feveral of his late motions and aflions, while he was in 
the pretender’s fervice, and particularly in Spain, with which it is unneceffary, 
and of no fervice to trouble your grace at prefent. And he concluded with 
telling me, that he would go to his lodgings, which were in a garret, where the 
dutchefs of Wharton was likewife with him, and would write me a letter; and 
immediately without making the leaft ftay or appearance here, retire to Rouen 
in Normandy, and there expedt my anfwer, after I fhall have given an ac¬ 
count of him to England. But before he left me, he alked me my opinion as 
a friend, whether he fhould immediately refign the king of Spain’s commif- 
fion as an officer in his army; I civilly declined to give him my advice one 
way or other in it. Upon my return this evening from Verfailles, I found a 
letter from his grace, of which the inclofed * is a copy. * The pre- 

The duke of Wharton told me in confirmation of what Mr. Allen wrote cec ^ n S letter, 
lately about the pretender at Parma, that the duke of Parma, upon the pre¬ 
sender’s arrival there, fent him his own guards to attend him, vifited him 
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Period IV. both at the place where he was lodged, as well as in the boxes at the opera, 

1 ' gave him the rank, and publickly treated him in every refpoQ: as king of Great 

Britain; and particularly, that when the duke of Wharton took his leave of 
the duke of Parma at the opera, having firft let him know, that he could not 
come into the box where his -highnefs was, on the account of a certain perfon 
being there, meaning the pretender, the duke of Parma came out of the box 
to him, and took an occafion to fay, that he did not fear the Englifh; for their 
fleet could not come to him at Parma. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

■ Approves his conduct towards the duke of Wharton, and declares the king's refa~ 
lution not to receive any application. 

SIR, Whitehall, July 1—n, 1718. 

AVING laid before the king your excellency’s letter, giving an account 
of a vifit you had received from the duke of Wharton, and inclofing a 
copy of a letter he wrote to you afterwards upon the fame occafion, I am 
commanded to let you know, that his majefty approves what you faid to 
the duke, and your behaviour towards him; but that the duke of Wharton 
has conduced himfelf in fo extraordinary a manner, fince he left England, and 
has fo openly declared his difaffeQion to the king and his government, by 
joining with and ferving under his majefty’s profeffed enemys, that his ma- 
jefty does not think fit to receive any application from him. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 

'Duke of Wharton renews his connection with the jacolites. 

M*T LORD, Paris, AuguJft 14, 17^8. 

AVING already acquainted your grace, that the jacobites had a defign- 
of printing a manifefto here in favour of the pretender, by way of addrefs 
to the feveral powers afiembled at the congrefs; I have been fince told 
by the Garde des Sceaux, that he had feized the whole impveffion,and put an 
effeftual flop to it. And Mr. Robinfon having been again at the prifon of the 
Chatelet, to fee M. Aderhelm, has obtained of him a copy of the faid ma¬ 
nifefto, with the dedudtions defign’d to be annexed to it, which I have the 
honour to fend your grace inclofed. In the mean while, I am informed, that 

the 


Walpole 

Papers. 


Copy, 


Walpole, IT 

Papers. 
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the duke of Wharton, having upon what has paffed with relation to him in Period IV. 
England, renewed his commerce with the jacobites, and publickly profeffed l J 2 7 tol 73 °; 
his attachment to the pretender and the catholick religion, is now at Diepe, in 1729. 

company with Mift, the printer; and it is not impoffible, but they may be 
forming fome defign to print this piece, either there or at Roiien, in which laft 
place at lead there are preffes. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Imperial minijlers cabal with oppojition, and, draw their accounts principally 

from them. 

MY DEAR LORD, London, February ir, 1728—9, 

r J''HE conftant multiplicity'of bufinefs here in parliament, has been the rea- Waldegrave 
fon why I have not fooner acknowledged your kind letters finee my ar- P a P ers » 
rivall; but now the xnoft materiall points are over, with as great a fuperiority 
on the fide of the court, and indeed with as much zeal and ftedynefs as I ever 
faw in a majority. I hope this will find you and your court fully convinced, 
that this parliament will heartily fupport his majefty, to bring matters to a de- 
cifion by peace or war, as they have already done to bring them - to the 
prefent crifis. As you will receive every thing that is neceffary from lord 
Townfliend, for your intelligence and direction at this jun&ure, I lhall 
not trouble you on that head, but only obferve, that I am forry to fee 
that I find I doe not know by what fatality, that all the imperiall minifters 
that come to this court, of what condition and quality fo ever they are, will 
think the bell way of doing their bufinefs, and of being informed, is to feek 
the acquaintance of thofe whofe views naturally lead them to keep up the 
mifunderftanding between his majefty and the emperour, and for that purpofe 
are very induftrious to give the imperiall minifters here, a falfe reprefentation 
of things. Count Starembergh fell fomewhat into this miftake at the latter 
end of his miniftry; tho’ in the main he did well, and was refpefted. But every 
minifter finee him, from Vienna, has taken care to be entangled in a wilder- 
nefs of errors, and to fancy by getting falfe lights, they are able to learn more 
than others,, who know the true ftate of things here. 
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Period IV. 

1727 to 1730, 

^, 1 1 I — l| y — I M , 1 


Toyntz 

Papers. 


Private* 

f 


• LORD TOWN3HENJD TO STEPHEN FOYNTZ. 

Complains of the uncertain ftuation of affairs , and fates the neceffity that 
France fhould explicitly declare her intentions , without which the parliament 
cannot be managed. 

DEAR SIR, Whitehall, February si, 1728—9, 

YOUR difpatches by Molloy, have given me more uneafinefs, than ever I 
felt in my life; and as I have, as you know, more confidence in you, 
than in any man living, I cannot help giving, in the utmoft fecrecy, you the 
trouble, and myfelf the comfort, of opening my mind to you upon the prefent 
fituation of affairs. I agree perfectly with the cardinal in what he fays in his 
letter to Mr. Walpole, that the affurances given by Sinzendorf on the one 
hand, and by Bournonville on the other, and the provifional treatys not 
having .been as yet rejefted by the courts of Vienna and Madrid, are confi- 
derations fufficient to jultify our not having come to a rupture as yet. I 
likewife agree Sill farther, that no ftep towards a war, ought openly to be 
made by us, till after the arrival of the gallions, and till we fee whether the 
effefts will be deliver’d out purfuant to the preliminarys. In acquiefcing fo 
far, I have no difficulty. But what grieves me is, to fee the cardinal fo averfe 
to the explaining himfelf, in confidence to the king, upon the meafures to be 
taken by the allyes of Hanover, in cafe the emperor and queen of Spain, 
fhould either refufe to deliver out the effefts, purfuant to the preliminarys, 
or fhould not give a fatisfaclory anfwer as to the concluding the provifional 
treaty. 

The allys of Hanover, have in their hands, ftrength fufficient to bring their, 
enemys to reafon: they have given each other fufficient proofs of their fidelity 
to their engagements. They therefore ought fo far to confult their own honor 
and intereft, as not to fuffer themfelves to be intangled, and put under diffi¬ 
culty’s, and even infulted in the eye of all Europe, by trifling and unreafona- 
ble delays in carrying on the negociation; but to be prepared to aft in con¬ 
cert, as well in what relates to the method of carrying on the treaty, as to 
military operations, in cafe thofe fhould become neceffary. The cardinal has 
had fufficient experience of our fecrefy; and therefore muft know that he 
might fecurely open himfelf to^ the king, without running any rifle of having 
his thoughts come to the knowledge, either of the court of Vienna, or of that 
of Madrid; and therefore, that no ill confequence could poflibly attend his 

doing 
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doing it. If the cardinal knew our fituation here, he would be convinced of Period IV. 
the neceffity there is of his aiding this friendly part towards the king, and that * 7 2 7 t ° 1 73 ° » 
the true intereft of France, requires he Ihould do it. He is miftaken, if he 1729. 
thinks, that the parliament is influenced by money, to be thus unanimous in the 
fupporting his majefty in all he has done. This zeal proceeds from the chief 
men in both houfes being convinced, that the meafures his majefty has hitherto 
taken are right; but thefe perfons, tho’ they have heartily concurred in what 
has been done hitherto, are under the greateft anxiety, at the uncertain ftate 
of our affairs; and will not be kept much longer in fufpence. 

We fhall raife three millions five hundred thoufand pounds this year, which 
is above one million five hundred thoufand pounds more than our ordinary 
expences in time of peace; and if we are not enabled to give affurances, at 
leaft privately to the members of weight and intereft in both houfes, before 
they are prorogued, that matters are agreed and concerted between his ma¬ 
jefty and France, in fuch a manner that they may depend either upon feeing 
an honourable end foon put to our prefent difturbances by negociation, or that 
the allys of Hanover have taken meafures to do themfelves juftice by force 
of arms, the king’s credit and influence in this parliament will be entirely loft, 
which is an extremity the king muft never fuffer himfelf to be drove to. 

The confuftons and misfortunes that attended the reigns of king Charles the 
firft, and the fecond, and king James, in differing with their parliaments, are too 
recent, and too notorious to be forgot. If therefore his eminency is not to 
be prevailed upon to open himfelf confidently to his majefty, and to lay down 
fuch methods, as appear proper for bringing the allys of Hanover out of this 
ftate of uncertainty (which is the only circumftance that makes the parliament 
uneafy under the prefent burthensJ the king muft determine in that cafe, by 
leffening his expences abroad, to eafe the nation of the greateft part of the 
additional taxes they now bear. Should we be obliged to go into tbis mea- 
fure, by France’s not opening her fentiments freely to us, our allys cannot 
with reafon complain. His eminency muft remember, that we have fairly and 
honeftly reprefented the difficultys we fhall labour under, which may all be 
removed in cafe Franee will explain herfelf with confidence as to the methods 
by which fhe thinks we are to conduct ourfelves towards putting a fpeedy end 
to the prefent diforders and difturbances in which Europe is involved. Our 
requeft muft be own’d to be reafonable, and what ought not be denied to 

allys. 



MEMOIRS OF SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 


640 

1727 tcfi^o a '^' s * ef P eciall y to ^ uc h as have behaved as we have done. And fo far we 
t — w - .» ftiall be excufable before God and man, be the event what it will. 

I trouble you with this long epiftle, with no other view than to open my mind 
to you freely, and without referve. You know the reproaches I have with 
patience born, upon the account of the fhare I had in forming this allyance. 
It is therefore very natural .I fhould be very much concern’d for its fuccefs. 
I write in the greateft confidence to you, and to you alone; and can depend 
upon your friendfliip to excufe any weaknefs that may be found, as to the 
manner in which I have expreffed myfelf; as to the prefent temper and difpofi- 
tion of this country, I am fure I have given a true and faithful account of 
it. I am, with the greateft fincerity and affetlion, dear fir, yours, &c. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 

Enclofes a letter to Jliew the cardinal, or not, according to his di/cretion, with a 
view to di/cover his intentions, and to le delivered from the uncertain Jlate- 
of things. 

DEAR POYNTZ, Whitehall, February 21, 1728—9. 

"YOU have the inclofed from me, to be made ufc of as you ftiall think moft 
for the king’s fervice. You may communicate it to the cardinal as fiom 
yourfelf, in confidence, or let it alone, juft as you ftiall judge it may be heft 
for the purpofe to which it is intended. You fee my chief aim is to bring the 
cardinal to a clear explanation, whether in cafe Spain fhould refufe to fign the 
provifional treaty, he will take vigorous meafures to bring matters to a fpeedy 
decifion; or if he is determin’d (till to continue negociating, you will endeavour 
to draw from him, what method he will take to carry on, and the terms upon 
which he intends to finifh thefe pacifick negotiations: fince it is evident to us 
all here, that this nation will not long bear the prefent uncertain Hate of things. 
This letter, therefore, is folely calculated to let the cardinal fee the- neceflity we 
fhall be under to reduce our expences, if he does not, by opening himfelf 
clearly to us, deliver us from our prefent ftate of uncertainty. You can 
belt judge what -effeft this way of reafoning may have upon him j we 
have tried all others, but to little purpofe. You have the king’s leave, there¬ 
fore, to fhew it him, as from yourfelf, in great confidence ; or to burn it, as 
you ftiall think moft for his majefty’s fervice. 


Povntz 

Papers. 


Give 
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Give me leave to fuggeft to you, whether you might not try the cardinal Period IV. 
by talking calmly to him at firft, as from yourfelf only, the fubftance of this * 7 2710173 °; 
enclofed letter, as your own notion and apprehenfions as to the danger we in 1729. 
common run, in cafe France continued us any longer in the prefent ftate of 
uncertainty. If you find this way of arguing has a good effect, then to pro¬ 
duce in confidence to him my letter, to corroborate what you (hall have faid. 

There is this further advantage in mentioning this firft as from yourfelf, for 
you may then take notice to the cardinal, of what you faid to him, and of what 
his eminency anfwered you, in your difpatch to the duke of Newcaftle, which 
otherwife you muft avoid doing. Your’s moft affeQionately, See. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 


Reafons for preferring an alliance with the emperor to one with Spain, if im- 
poffible with both.—Differs from lord Townffiend.—Ineffectual attempts of the 
queen to reconcile their opinions. 


DEAR SIR, Whitehall, May 22—June 2, 1719. 

J Have not troubled Horace or you with any privates of late, having been in 
fome hurry upon the king’s going, and having not had much of confe- 
quence to fend you. You will fee by the enclofed paper, which is what I 
wrote to lord Townfhend, that Kinlki has again renewed his negotiation here; 
and I can alfo tell you, that he went fo far with the queen as to own he had 
power to fign the provifional treaty, notwithftanding he had talked quite in a 
different ftrain both to fir Robert Walpole and to me. What will become 
of this, nobody can tell; but fure if we can’t make up with the emperor and 
Spain, it muft be more advifable to make up fingly with the emperor than, 
with Spain, fince we may probably do it att a cheaper rate, and" the confe- 
quences of a breach with Spain, I think not for many reafons fo bad as they 
" would be with the emperor. Neither can I fuppofe France would go along 
with us. And now I am upon the fubjeH of France, we are very impatient 
here, to know what the cardinal will do in cafe of a refufal from Spain. Sure 
he muft and will do fomething; for I muft own, I think, if this fummer ends 
as the laft did, nobody can tell what will be the confequence of it next winter. 
Peace is belt of all, and the prefent uncertain fituation al.moft the worft. 

Thefe, I believe, are the thoughts of moft of the king’s fervants that are 
mow here; tho’ our friend* that is gone to Hanover, differs toto ccelo. The 
vol. 11. part 11. 4 n . queen 


Harrington 

Papers, 


Private. 


Copy . 


* Lord 
Townfhend® 
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Period IV. queen and feveral common friends took much pains with him to reconcile us, 
1727101730 , ^ ^ nQ p Ur p 0 p e> What I have faid about Kinfki, I only write for your in¬ 
formation. You may communicate the enclofed paper to both your col¬ 
leagues, but only to Horace the other parts of my letter, and I muft defire 
they would not let any body know, I have fent any account of what has paffed 
here with Kinfki. Whenever Horace or you can fpare time to write me a 
private, you will infinitely oblige. See. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 

Apprehenjions of the defgns of the French minijlry.—Complains of lord Toxanf- 
hend for keeping a negotiation fecret.—Highly commends the friendfhip of 
fr Robert Walpole.—To be communicated only to Horace Walpole. 

DEAR SIR, Whitehall, April 15, 1729. 

Harrington Y^U ma y eafily imagine, from the cardinal’s anfwer to Mr. Walpole, 
P a P ers ' which I received this morning, that we are very impatient to hear, what 
Private, the things of importance are. We hope and conclude, that it is fome propofal 
Copy to bring things to an iffue; and as it looks, both our accounts from Spain as 
well as from Vienna, that thofe two courts are not at prefent extreamly fatis- 
fied with each other, poffibly we may receive fome good news, at leaft fomething 
that may get us out of the prefent date of fufpence one way or other. Chau- 
velin’s letters, that I fent you, were very bad; and if France be, as I hope it 
is not, in that way of thinking, I don’t fee where we fhall have an end. You 
will, I fancy, be furprized att my lord Townfhertd’s to me, it was originally 
wrote to Delafaye, but upon my infilling to fend his letter for your inftruQion, 
he addrelfed the letter to me. I muft own in confidence to you and Horace, 
that it was on a fubjeS, that I had rather his lordfbip Ihould write on than 
myfelf, efpecially fince it related to a negotiation, that had been on foot 
ever fince 18th March, and had been kept a fecret in great meafure from 
us all. 

You fee by this, things continue with us much as you left them, and that 
there is nothing I will conceal from you. I fhall only make one remark, that 
your friend, my lord Townlhend, has forgot you was in France. But now 
I am upon your own fubjeQ:, I can’t forbear expreffing to you my concern, 
that.things did not happen here as you wifhed. The only comfort I have, is, 
my firm perfuafion, that you are not only convinced of mine, but of fir Ro¬ 
bert’s 
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bert’s fmcerity and zeal in the thing. For there is nothing that I can wifli more Per ‘ lod IV. 
heartily, than a moft perfed good correfpondence between you, fir Robert, 
and our friend Horace, to all whom I am a moft fincere and faithful friend 1729. 
and fervant. Forgive me for troubling you upon this fubjed, but I am fure 
you cannot take it amifs. As I promifed, fo you may depend on hearing con- 
ftantly how things go here. My letters, I always reckon in common to you 
and Horace, but as poor Poyntz don’t know upon how bad a foot things are 
here amongft us, and I am perfuaded, would be heartily forry for it, if he did, 

I muft begg of you to take no notice of it to him, at leaft from me. My 
compliments to all friends. 


SIR ROBERT WALPOLE TO SIR HANS SLOANE. 

Recommends Chambers , the author of the dictionary. 

SIR, Chelfea, June 9, 17*9- 

T Have heard a very great character of Mr. Ephraim Chambers, and of his Britlih Mu. 
1 didionary of Arts and Sciences, in 2 vols. in folio, which has met with fepnu 
great applaufe in foreign countries as well as here. The ingenious author Shane MSS, 
thereof, has defired me to recommend him to you, and to requeft that you 4063 * 
would ufe your intereft with your friends in the city, that he may fucceed 
Mr. Tooke, as mathematical! profeffor of Grefham college. What fervice 
you pleafe to do him, upon this requeft of m'yne, lhall be regarded as a par¬ 
ticular ad of friendfhip. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 

The miniflers of England defirous to make up with the emperor , with a view to 
get rid of the German difputes , and to declare war againjl Spain as more 
popular.—The ihfncere and evafve conduct of the court of Vienna^ renders 
an accommodation impracticable.—Anfwer to Mr. Stanhope's demand of the 
vice chamberlain's place.—Will fupport his promotion to the peerage. 

DEAR SIR, Kenfington, June 12—23, 1729, 

T Received with great pleafure your private letters by monfieur Villette, and Harrington 
I muft own, I thought your reafonings in it fo ftrong, that for your own Papers ‘ 

fake, as well as to juftify the Hep you had taken in the orders fent to Keene, Pr ivate. 

I lhewed it the queen, upon whom it had the defired effed, and you will re- 

4 n 2 ceive 


Copy* * 
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ceive by this melfenger her majefty’s entire approbation of your conduct. 
You will have heard we were here rather for making up with the emperor, 
if that could have been done, and that for thefe reafons, that we fhould then 
have gott rid of all the difagreable German difputes, the Heffian troops, the 
fubfidies, &c. and have reduced our army, and had nothing to do againft 
Spain, but with our fleet, which is popular in England; and after all the pro¬ 
vocation we have had from Spain, we fhould have been juftified in any thing, 
either in the Weft Indies or elfewhere. But this was always in a fuppofition, 
that France, in order to avoid coming into a general war, would not have 
oppofed making up with the emperor. But however the conduft of the court 
of Vienna, fhews plainly they were only amufing us, or at bed, doing every 
where elfe, what they were doing here, fo you had no choice; and indeed, if 
there was the leaft apprehenfion that France and Spain might have joined 
againft us, it is infinitely more advifeable to make up with Spain, and after¬ 
wards as you propofe, be reconciled to the emperor. But-as the only thing I 
dread, is the continuance of the negotiation, and that Spain, who has been able, 
by giving new hopes of concluding, to prevent the coming to a decifion for fix 
weeks, they may endeavour by their next anfwer to do the fame thing. For 
it is an odd circumftance, that the anfwer which was promifed by Patino, in 
four or five days, fhould have been fo long delayed; and I can’t help fearing, 
in order to wait the return of the courier from Vienna, mentioned by la Paz; 
and what effebl that may have, nobody can tell. However, fure the cardinal 
(after all we have done) will agree to take fome vigorous ftroke, in cafe of a 
refufal, or unfatisfaQory anfwer from Spain. I believe the king’s fervants 
here, will advife his majefty, that dire&ions may be fent hither, that in cafe 
an unfatisfaftory anfwer comes from Spain, fir Charles Wager may fail to the 
coaft of Spain, without any further orders from Hanover. But of this, I begg 
you would not take any notice. We fhall, I believe, alfo offer it as our opi¬ 
nion to the king, that you have done extreamly right in the orders you fent to 
Spain. We muft make an end one way or other; if we neither make peace 
nor war this fummer, I can’t forfee what may happen next winter. 

I hope you will not difapprove my having fhewed your letter to the queen, 
which I thought was not an ill way of acquainting her with your requeft of 
fir Paul Methuen’s ftaff, which indeed fhe received as I could wifh, and 
defired me to tell-you, that the king had determined, when he went away, 
not to difpofe of it, and therefore fhe could fay nothing particular about 
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it; but that I might allure you of her good difpofition for your fervice. Period IV. 
Sir Robert Walpole talked very kindly upon the fubjefl, when I fpoke to * 7 2 7 t 01 73 ° ‘ 
him of it, and when he told me, that Horace had wrote to him about it. The 1729. 
true ftate of the cafe is, his majefty had a .mind to difpofe of it, fo as to fave 

A-, and that was the reafon, that it was kept vacant. I am perfuaded 

there is no fcheme made yett about it, and I hope whenever one is, a regard 
will be had to your inclinations about it. I find the peerage is ftill your fa¬ 
vourite point, I heartily wife you may obtain it, which I feould hope when things 
abroad are finifeed, might be brought about. I am perfwaded, I need not 
affure you of my good wifees for your fervice. Horace will acquaint you 
with fir Robert’s good difpofition towards you. I am fure you will forgive 
the freedom with which I write to you upon thefe fubjeQs, and believe 
me, &c. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 


Endorfed—- <c Not font.”—Condemns the meafures of his colleagues. 

MY LORD, Hanover, June—, 1729* 

A s , I intend not to conceal any thing from your excellency, according to Townfiiend 

the intimate confidence that is between us, I herewith fend you a copy _1_ 

of the duke of Newcaftle’s letter to me of 13th, O. S.; as alfo, a copy of the 
anfwer I have returned by his majefty’s command. Your excellency will, by To yourjelf 
thefe papers, better underftand what I write to you in my publick letter, and 
know how to manage your difcourfe with the penfionary and the greffier, with 
an eye to what the lords propofe, as to his majefty’s fquadron a fling alone 
in the Weft Indies. I beg your excellency will not take notice of this com¬ 
munication, either to the duke of Newcaftle, the penfionary, or to any body 
elfe. You will think, I believe, the council in England goes on pretty fall. 


alone. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 

Differs in opinion from his court. 

MY LORD, Hanover, July i, 1719* 

YOUR excellency will fee by the very private difpatches I fend you by this Townfliend 
meffenger, what the fentiments of the lords of the council are in this Papers, 
crifis of affairs. You will think, I believe, that they go on pretty fall, and are To your/elf 
in more hafte to form a concert of operations, than I fear, we feall find our a ^ m ’ 

friends 
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Period IV. friends to be, either in France or Holland. I cannot help being of opinion, 
1727101730 . W£ come to an accommodation with Spain, to which the fteps the 

States took lately, will very much contribute. Being in thefe fentiments, I 
do not think this Hep, the lords here propofed, very neceffary at this jundlure. 
But fince they have propofed it, I do not fee that our friends in Holland run 
any rifle in complying with what is defired. However, I am glad thefe orders 
fall into your excellency’s and the penfionary’s hands, who will take care at 
leaft, that they fhall not do harm at .this critical j uncture. 

THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO LORD TOWNSMEN D-. 

Agrees in opinion with lord Townfhend. 

MY LORD s . Hague, July 7, 1729* 

^PapersI ^ annot fufficiendy exprefs the fenfe I -have of the mark you have given me 

— - - -of your confidence in me, by your feparate letter of the 18th inftant. I 

Innate. can a ff ure y 0ur lordfhip, you fhall never repent of any truft you repofc in 
me, but fhall always find me inviolably attached to your fervice. 

I mu ft confefs, I was furprifed, and fo was the penfionary and greffier, at 
this hafty refolution, at a time when we had all the reafon in the world to expcSt 
a fatisfa&ory anfwer from Spain; and the more fo, fince no fuch refolution 
had been taken at a time when we had no fuch hopes. I believe, fhould there 
be occafion for fuch meafures, the republic will come into them at laft, though 
with their ufual reftri&ions and cautious provifions. I will not give my ima¬ 
gination leave to fuggeft to me any reafons for'the taking of this refolution at 
this time in England; but I conclude with affuring your lordfhip of the perfect 
veneration and refpeQ:, with which I have the honour to be, 8 cc. 

THE BISHOP OF LONDON (DR. GIBSON) TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

DiJJnades him from rfigning. 

MY LORD, Fulham, July 8, 1729. 

Specs! X R- ece i ve< A the honour of your lordfhip’s letter, and attempted to make a 
vifit to my lord privy feal, but did not find him at home. This I did in 
obedience to your lordfhip, but contrary to my own judgment and inclina¬ 
tion; which is, to fee your lordfhip continue in a publick flation, that may be 
attended with lefs trouble and fatigue, than the prefent. I think public af¬ 
fairs. 
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fairs, and particularly in the church, will feel the want of your fervice and af- Period IV. 
fiftance to a great degree; and I think, that your lordfhip. who has always / _ . 

been accuftomed to bufinefs, will feel the want of it, and not enjoy that entire 
eafe and fatisfafilion, you imagine in a private life. Any uneafinelfes we are 
under for the prefent, make us think too favourably of any other fifuation that" 
may deliver us from them; but things are not the fame in {peculation, and in 
pra&ice. Pardon, my good lord, the freedom I take, which proceeds from a 
heart fincerely concerned for your honour and happinefs. 

I have waited upon the queen twice fince the king went away, and'was- 
kindly received. The primate of Ireland wrote to me, that the bifhoprick 
of Dublin ought to be filled fome time before the meeting of that parliament;: 
with which I acquainted her majefty, and fhe direfted me to write to your 
lordfhip about it. Sir Robert Walpole had a letter from the primate to the 
fame purpofe, which you either have received, or will receive fpeedily, .in ■ 
order to fettle that affair with his majefty. The archbifhop of York is much 


better. I gave Dr. Tyrwhitt* inftitution to the rectory of St. James’s yefter-* Afterwards 
day, and have left the Jermyn family to feek their redrefs at law, if they think London^ 


it worth their while to conteft the right of patronage; but I think I /hall hear 
no more of them. It was very happy for the publick, that they had it not in 
their power to plant an eager tory in fo large a parifh, and fo near the king’s 
palace. Dr; Tyrwhitt is a man that I can anfwer for in all refpefts. A friend ■ 
of mine, one Mr. Spilman, deftred that when I wrote to your lordfhip, I would 
put you in mind of an affair of his, relating to fome money, with which he fur- 
nifhed the late king’s minifter at Peterfburg, and which, as I underftood him,. 
is to be charged upon the Hanover eflablifhment. I know not the particu¬ 
lars; but as he defired no more of me than barely to put your lordfhip in 
mind of it, I could not deny his requeft. 


THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD TO THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES. 

Good policy of difuniting Spain and the emperor , and malting a feparate accom¬ 
modation with Spain.—The emperor requires to be humbled , and will after¬ 
wards propofe a reconciliation with his old allies. 

MESSIEURS, Hague, July 24, 1729* 

<^INCE your excellencies defired me in your letter of the 7th inflant, 
to acquaint you with the fentiments of the penfionary and greffier, 
upon the prefent fituation of affairs, efpecially with relation to Spain and the 

emperor. 


Walpole 

Papers* 
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IV. emperor, I will now give you as good an account of them as I am able, be- 
ginning with the firft overture, that was made by the marquis de la Paz to the 
cardinal fome time ago. Your excellencies may remember very well the cold 
reception the cardinal gave to that propofal, and the dry and unfatisfa&ory 
anfwer, that he made to it of himfelf, without confulting the allies. At this the 
penfionary and greffier were a good deal concerned, and wiffied the cardinal’s 
anfwer had been a little more obliging, for though they then thought it pof- 
fible, that there might be a fecret concert between Spain and the emperor, yet 
as it-was poffible too there might not, they feared that anfwer might have dif- 
gufted the queen of Spain, and have difcouraged her from making any farther 
application to the allies. They were, therefore, extremely pleafed, when the 
fecond anfwer was fent in more favourable and obliging terms. For as they 
always looked upon the difuniting of Spain and the emperor to be a neceflary 
ftep, not only for the prefent accommodation of affairs, but even for the future 
tranquility of Europe, they thought that all methods fhould be tried to procure 
fuch a difunion; and I may tell your excellencies in confidence, that they had 
their fufpicions of the management the cardinal fhewed for the emperor, and 
of his private correfpondence with count Sinzendorff. 

The penfionary, at that time, told me, that he could not comprehend that ex¬ 
traordinary ielicattjfe of France upon account of the emperor, nor why the 
cardinal fhould then decline confenting to Spanifh garrifons in Italy, at the 
requeft of the queen of Spain, when he had voluntarily offered them in Oc¬ 
tober laft; and that though it was true, they were contrary to the ftriCt letter of 
the quadruple alliance, they were certainly conformable to the fenfe of it, and 
that he did not fee how even the emperor himfelf could refufe them, without 
owning in a manner at the fame time, that he did not mean to obferve that 
part of the quadruple alliance. For that if he intended that don Carlos 
fhould really have the places flipulated for him in Italy, he could not reafon- 
ably objeCt to thofe meafures, which the parties interefted, fhould think moft 
effe&ual for the fecuring of them. By all this, your excellencies fee, that the 
penfionary and greffier were from the beginning for ufing all methods to de¬ 
tach the queen of Spain from the emperor, and they were no fooner informed 
of England and France’s confenting to the introduction of Spanifh garrifons, 
than they brought the republic to take that refolution, which I informed you 
of before, of concurring with their allies, in whatever meafures fhould be 
taken, for the fatisfaClion of the queen of Spain. 
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As to the emperor, they are firmly perfuaded, and indeed I think, every Period IV. 
body muft, that he feeks nothing but chicanes and delays, and that if he en- I 7 2 7 tol 73 ° • 
deavours to ftep into the prefent negociation, as probably he will, it is- only 1723. 
with a defign to clogg and retard it, and rather to prevent an accommodation 
between Spain and the allies, than to render it univerfal, by coming into it him- 
felf upon realonable terms. Of this truth, they think his conduct ever fince the 
provifional treaty, furniflies fufficient proofs. But if difappointed in this view, 
the allies Ihould adjuft matters feparately with Spain, they think he muft come 
very cheap afterwards, and even be obliged to accept of fuch terms, as then, 
thofe four confiderable powers united together, will think proper to give 
him. 

The penfionary was very much difpleafed with Mr. Vandermeer’s fuggeft- 
ing to the Spanifh minifters any further views in Italy, than what are flipulated 
by the quadruple alliance, and will write to him upon that fubjeft, tho’ he 
fears, that what mifchief fuch a propofal could have done, is already done. 

He by no means approves of fuch projedls, and the greffier faid, that he ap- . 
prehended, that the unreafonable conduct of the emperor might oblige the 
allies to ufe him worfe than it was their intereft to do, which he thought ought 
to be avoided, if poflible. 

Thefe are, as well as I can recolleQ: them, the fentiments of the penfionary 
and greffier upon the prefent ftate of affairs. What is to be exp.e£ted from 
hence in cafe Spain ffiould not accept of the propofals of the allies, your ex¬ 
cellencies will fee, by the inclofed copy I fend you of my letter to lord 
Townfhend of the 7th inftant. 

As for my opinion, I can affure your excellencies, it has very little weight 
with me, and I believe, lefs with every body elfe ; but I am very free to de¬ 
clare, that I think a previous and feparate accommodation with Spain, is in¬ 
finitely preferable to a general one with Spain and the emperor together. It 
has always been a maxim, that to treat to advantage with allies, one ffiould 
endeavour to difunite them, and treat feparately with each, and furely it is a 
very lucky circumftance, and not to be neglefcled, if the queen of Spain, en¬ 
raged at the difappointment ffie has met with from the emperor, is willing to 
throw herfelf into the arms of the allies. Her private views are very dif¬ 
ferent from the true interefts of Spain, and it is very probable, that ffie will' 
make no difficulty of facrificing the latter to the former, fo that we may by 
gratifying her in that one point (which by the way, I think ought to be pretty 

vol. n. part 11. 40 " equal 
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Period IV. equal to the allies) obtain conditions from Spain, more advantageous than we 
i - — , could at any other time hope for. 

It is the Auftrian pride and power, that in my opinion requires humiliation, 
and which it is likely may be effected by thefe means. For what can the 
emperor do, when left without an ally in tie world, and confequently without 
a (hilling of money. He can no longer rely upon the inaQion of France, 
when Spain, who was the chief caufe of that inaction, is become their friend, 
he will have every thing to fear, and nothing to hope for, but from his old 
allies, whofe friend (hip he muff then endeavour, to regain, by a different be- 
-haviour and conduQ, from what he has lately had. 

I a(k pardon for troubling your excellencies with my fentiments, which 
from want of experience, as well as abilities, may probably be very wrong and 
unfeafonable ones, but I the eafier venture to communicate them, where I 
am fure they cannot millead, and where, tho’ they may not find approbation, 

I am perfuaded they will meet with indulgence. 

THE DUO OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 

On the Spanijh treaty , its progrefs and difficulties.—Sir Robert Walpole pro-*, 
pofes that Mr. Stanhope Jhould go .to Madrid. 

DEAR SIR, Kenfington, July 17—2$, 1729* 

YOH will eafily imagine we have of late been very impatient for the arrival • 
of the anfwer from Spain, which I received laft Tuefday, by Lyng, the 
meffenger. Tho’ I cannot fay it is as good as we had once reafon to hope 
for; ,yet I mull own, it is better than for fome time I thought it would be, and 
fuch as gives us hopes of coming to a good conclufion. The queen and Pa¬ 
tino feem in earned to do well, tho’ la Paz and Conigfegg will hamper all they 
can. I (hall be impatient to hear the refult of the conferences which Brancas 
and Keene were to have with the Spanifh minifters, from whence we (hall be 
able to guefs what Spain is at prefent difpofed to do, with relation to the de¬ 
livery of the effedls of the galleons, and the fatisfa&ion to be given us for our 
grievances. A negotiation is now, and perhaps always was unavoidable: the 
only thing is to make it as (hort as polfible, and to gett our own points fettled 
previoufty, if polfible, or att lead att the fame time that we enter into thefe 
engagements in favour of don Carlos. If Patino be ftneere, and has fas there 
feems to be no reafon to doubt) the fecret of the court, this they have already 

confented 


Harrington 

Papers. 


Private* 


Cofy, 1 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


65 Jt 

confented to. But then the difficulty will be liow, and in what manner that is Period IV. 
to be executed, whether by figning the old provifional treaty, with an article l f 2 7 tQ ^^°p 
about the Spanifh garrifons, or by making a new provifional, or definitive 1729. 
treaty. Sure it would be well, if fomething explicit could be gott about Gib¬ 
raltar and Port Mahon, in order to pleafe here, tho’ it may by no means be 
advifeable to pufh this point, fo as to hinder the conclufion, if it fhould meet 
with difficulties. 

In thefe circumftances, fir Robert has begged Horace to found you, whether 
you would diflike to take a journey to Madrid, to give the finifliing ftroke to this 
great work, which muft be foon determined one way or other, and therefore 
your Hay cannot be long. I am perfwaded this thought proceeds only from 
fir Robert’s conviction, that no man can do this thing fo well as yourfelf, from 
your judgement and experience in thefe fort of matters, as well as from your 
particular knowledge of and credit att the court of Spain; and he alfo thinks, 
that an opportunity of concluding a work of fo much importance to this 
country, will be farr from being a difadvantage to you. Whatever your own 
thoughts may be on this, head, I begg you would be perfwaded, that fir Robert 
means what he propofes kindly to you, and would have wrote to you himfelf, 
but was afraid of laying you under difficulties, if it lhould come to you pro- 
pofed in form, fo chofe rather to have it hinted to you by Horace. For my 
own part, I ffiall fay little upon the fubje&, leaft it fhould be a difagreeable 
one to you; but as I am firmly convinced, it would be of the greateft fervice 
imaginable to the king, fo I really think it would be putting a fine end to your 
foreign embalfys. But of this you are the beft judge. Forgive what I have faid 
upon it, which I hope you will believe is, as every thing muft be that relates 
to you, meant by me with the utmoft regard and affection for you. Pray 
make , my compliments to Horace, for not troubling him by this meffenger; 
tell him we are in great hopes all will do well. Our great fecurity is, the 
emperor don’t feem in a difpofition on any foot to fubmit to Spanifh 
garrifons. 

STEPHEN POYNTZ TO THE HON. THOMAS TOWNSHEND. 

Horace Walpole differs from lord Towrtfhend about the impraBicability of ob¬ 
taining from parliament additional fubfidies.—Good policy of fending Mr. 

Stanhope to Spain.—His high charaSier with the king of Spain. 


402 
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Sydney 

Papers. 


Private. 


DEAR SIRj Paris, Auguft 4, 172$, 

lord will have a private letter from Mr. Walpole, by this meffenger, on 
a very difagreeable incident. You will find that the cardinal commu¬ 
nicated to us a letter from Schleinitz, which he had been defired to keep fecret. 
I am entirely convinced, that he either had not read the decyphering, or had 
forgot that claufe; and as he had no ill defign in communicating it, fo it was 
impoffible for him to judge from our behaviour, that the contents of it made 
any ill imprefifion upon us. 

I could have wifhed that Mr. Walpole would have writ to my lord on this 
fubjecf, before he had writ to England; but as he appears firmly convinc’d, that 
the aflring this additional expence in parliament, after the 115,000/. will break, 
the back of the adminiftration, and that there was therefore a neceffity of 
acquainting his brother with it; his communicating to my lord, what he has 
wrote, was aCting an honeft and open part. In the other points, of doling 
with Spain, preferably to the emperor, and of not rendering the negociation 
defperate, by fending out our fquadron precipitately, whatever diverfity of 
fentiments there may have been in England, thofe of Mr. Walpole have been 
entirely conformable to my lord’s; and I believe he has afferted them as ftre- 
nuoully in private letters as well as in our difpatches; fo that I verily believe 
his differing upon this point, arifes folely from the inconveniences he appre¬ 
hends in parliament. For my own part, I can’t but hope, that if our affairs with 
Spain fhould take fuch a turn, as to enable us to lay up the fleet, to difband 
the Heflians, and to reduce part of our land forces, fir Robert Walpole might 
find it practicable, from thefe favings, to induce the parliament to take fome 
fhare of the expence for the electoral treaty, but in all events it will be of ufe 
on both fides to know what is to be depended upon. 

Mr. Walpole and I are moft unanimous in thinking, that Mr. Stanhope’s 
going to Spain, may be of the greateft fervice, confidering the declaration made 
by Keene and Brancas, that they would fign nothing there without pofitive 
orders, and Paz’s defining thereupon from the demand of their having full 
powers fent them, it is moft probable that the projeCt now forming (which we 
expeCt hourly with the greateft impatience) will be remitted hither to be 
figned; without which circumftance, the two Spanifh plenipotentiarys here 
(who want above all things to be employed) will be outrageous. But fup- 
pofing this firft ftep over; yet confidering the emperor’s ill humour, the mo¬ 
tion of his troops in Italy, and the indirect menaces made to us by Kinfkie 

here, 
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here, fure it will be necelfary for us to ftrike up a clofer league and union with 
Spain, than a bare renewal of friendfhip and former treatys. 

The quotas of fuccour from Spain to us, and from us to Spain, fhould 
be regulated; and I believe the queen of Spain would he willing to purchafe 
our hearty fupport by all the condefcendances that can reafonably be alk’d. 
This might fecure to us the exprefs confirmation of Gibraltar, the full enjoy¬ 
ment of our privileges of trade, the formal annulment of the Vienna treatys, 
particularly of the guaranty given to the emperor for his fucceflion, and of the 
advantages promis’d him in point of commerce. A flrong defenfive alliance 
of this kind, would flop the mouths of all our adverfaries, and terminate our 
negociations with the greateft credit. If there be any man living, who can 
bring this about, it is Mr. Stanhope. The king of Spain loves him perfon- 
ally, and fays he is the only minifter who never told him a falfehood. Be- 
fides which, he has amoft univerfal and deferved credit with the whole Spanifh 
court and nation, as well as with our own. I once thought him fo averfe to 
returning thither, that nothing could have conquered that averfion; and fure 
it is a very happy circumftance, if he can be prevailed on to undertake fo 
warm and expos’d a piece of fervice, for the trifle of a peerage already earn’d, 
and in fome manner promifed him. His having never taken leave at that 
court, would cover our making fuch great advances, as the fending a perfon 
of his diftin&ion thither, and cquld hardly fail of bringing them to fend an 
ambaffador to our court. 

The fruits and merchandizes of the galleons, at leaft fuch as are perilhable, 
are a&ually delivering. We have juft now your difpatch from Manden, 
which puts me in fome pain, tho’ I think they muft judge in England for 
going on, ’till we hear fomething further from Spain. I hear you have re- 
figned. This occafions much fpeculation every where; fome think my lord 
is going to do the fame; others that you are going to be married. I guefs it 
is to make room for Trevor, but fhould be glad to hear from you. 


Period IV. 
17270)1730. 

>_V- - 

1729. 


BISHOP OF LONDON (GIBSON) TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Again dijjuades his rejignation. 

(Auguft 8, 1729.) BY the account I had from fir Robert Walpol'e this Wefton 
morning, I hope I may congratulate your lordfhip upon a peace with Spain, Papers. 

which 
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PeriodIV. which I know will be a great eafe to your mind in many refpe&s. But there 
<727 <01730 . Qne re f 0 j ut i 0n confequent to this, which I hope you will not finally come 
to j till you have thoroughly fatisfied yourfelf that a retired life, when it comes 
to the trial, will do: as far as I am able to judge from the general frame and 
difpofition of human nature, it will not; and therefore the thing defirable, 
feems, to be, an honourable ftation attended with lefs labour and trouble. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 

Advifes him to write a letter to the king, p'°J e ]Ji^g his readinefs to go to 

Spain . 

DEAR SIR, Keniington, Auguft 8—19, 1729* 

’ I have heard nothing from you, fince I laft gave you the trouble 
a private letter upon the thought of your going to Spain, yett I am 
Very private, perfwaded in my own confidence, that your own fervice is fo effentially con¬ 
cerned in it, that I cannot forbear as a moft faithful friend, fending you my 
own thoughts upon it, which I begg you will not communicate to either of 
your colleagues, and which are not wrote to you in concert with any body 
here;, but purely proceed from that friendfhip which I have ever had for you. It 
is my opinion, that after all that has paft, it would be advifable for you to write 
hither and to Hanover, that if the king and queen think it for their fervice, 
that you ihould now go to Spain, for the finifhing the negotiation, you are 
very willing to undertake the journey, however difagreable it may be to you 
on many accounts. And that no confideration can have fo much weight with 
ybu, as their majefties’ fervice, whenever they think you can be of any to them. 
Forgive me, dear Stanhope, the liberty I take; you will do what you think 
proper, but I could never have forgiven myfelf, if I had not given you my 
thoughts. Your own intereft is what I have folely in view, in writing thus freely 
to you; however you may like my way of realigning, I am fure you can’t be 
difpleafed with the motive from whence it arifes. I mull infill from your 
friendfhip, that you burn this letter, and mention nothing of it to any mortal 
alive. 


Harrington THO 
Papers. x r r 
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THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE® 

On his intended mijjion to Spain % and the probability that it mil procure 

him a peerage* 

DEAR SIR, Kenfington, Auguft z%> 1729. 

J Received this morning from lord Townfhend, a copy of his letter to Mr. 

Walpole and Mr. Poyntz upon your fubjebl, and am overjoyed to fee 
there is fo pofitive a promife in it, of what ybu defire. I conclude this will make 
you eafy in that refpeft, for it is indeed almod the fame as a warrant for a 
peerage. I lhall add nothing to what I have already faid to you upon this 
fubjedt, but that your friends here, and particularly fir Robert, have taken 
true pains for your fervice. Would it be amifs to write a letter of thanks to 
be Chewed to the queen, and fuch a one as you may think proper, on the oc- 
cafion. I fuppofe you will be fetting out immediately; I heartily wifh you 
fuccefs, and am perfuaded this dep is the righted in the world, both for the 
publick and yourfelf. Indeed your friends here have not been midaken. I 
am, See. 

P. S. I received your letter by Mr. Blair, and am much obliged to you 
for the judice you do me, in thinking that all I have wrote, was fincerely meant 
for your own fervice. 


Period IV. 
1727101730. 

<-» 

1729. 


Harrington 

Papers. 

Copjt, 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO MESSRS. WALPOLE AND POYNTZ. 

A peerage offered, to Mr. Stanhope, if he will go to Spain. 

GENTLEMEN, Gohrde, Auguft 12, 1729# 

J Have laid your excellencys* private letter before the Jung, and am to ac- Harringtoft 
quaint you, that his majedy is of opinion, that confidering the little eager- ^ a P ers * 
nefs which Spain has yet {hewn for an accommodation, the fending an ambaf- Veryprivate. 
fador thither at this jundlure, will be look’d upon, at lead, a diffident com- 
plaifarice on the part of his majedy, but that the conferring a title upon the 
perlon who is to go to that court (which his majedy apprehends may be 
thought to be done, rather in regard to the king of Spain, than to the ambaf- 
fador) is a mark of refpedl which his catholick majedy’s behaviour towards 
the king, our mader, has hitherto by no means judified. However, his ma¬ 
jedy gives your excellencys leave to affure Mr. Stanhope in his name, that, 

in 
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Period IV. in cafe he will undertake this commiffion, he will certainly make him a peer, 
1727 to 1730 . a flr QOn ag t | ie ne g 0 ti a tion with Spain is over. 

I hope this promife will induce Mr. Stanhope to accept of the embaffy to 
Spain, without any difficulty; and in that cafe, your excellencys will take the 
firft opportunity of acquainting the cardinal with his majefty’s intentions of 
fending him thither, in order to obviate any jealoufys, which his eminency 
might otherwife conceive of a feparate negotiation. I have, without men¬ 
tioning Mr. Stanhope’s name, inform’d Mr. Chavigni, that his majefty find¬ 
ing that the perfon, whom he now employs as his minifter in Spain, is not of 
weight and figure fufficient to finifh the affairs which are depending at that 
court, has thoughts of fending another minifter thither. As ftis majefty makes 
no doubt of Mr. Stanhope’s readily undertaking this commiffion, upon the 
encouragement he is pleas’d to give him, he has order’d me to fend your 
excellencys, the inclofed credential letter for him to the court of Spain, both 
in French and Latin, fo that his excellency will be able to make ufe of that 
which he finds moft proper upon his arrival at Port St. Marie. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 

Horace Walpole writes a Jlrong letter in his favour.—Sir Robert Walpole 
Jhews it to the queen.—Her fatisfaftion at his conduit.—Great kindnefs of 
fir Robert Walpole to Mr. Stanhope. 

DEAR SIR, Kenfington, Auguft a5, 1729. 

Harrington J Received this morning by Bayly, your private letter, which gave me the 
^ a P ers ' greateft fatisfaftion imaginable. I am fo well affured, that the ftep you are 
Copy, taking, is right for youfelf, as well as your country, that it was a great pleafure 
7> r ; v,nt,. to me to hear you was come to the refolution of going to Spain. I cannot 
think of this matter, without acquainting you with the obligation you, and all 
your friends, upon your account, have to your brother Horace. He has 
wrote to fir Robert, the honefteft and moft affectionate letter, that ever came 
from man. He has not only done you as much juftice as can be done ano¬ 
ther, and faid all that you deferve, and the warmeft of your friends can wilh 
for you; but has upon this occafion, taken every thing upon himfelf, that 
might any ways have been conftrued to your difadvantage, and fir Robert has 
made the ufe of it, that the honeft heart that wrote it, propofed. For he has 
read it to the queen, in fuch a manner, that I never faw her majefty better 

pleafed 
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pleafed in my life; fhe faid a thoufand kind things of you, and expreffed the Period IV. 
greateft fatisfa&ion in your journey, for which, indeed, Ihe was upon the firft r 7 2 7 t0I 73 ° » 
mentioning of it, very intent, and ihe feemed quite fatisfied with Horace’s 1729. 
accounts; and if any thing that had paifed, had gone amifs, I am perfuaded it 
is now entirely removed, and that in the beft manner imaginable, by him* * Sir Robert 
that has been an eye wittnefs of all that has paft; and not only knows, but in 
the ftrongeft manner, does juftice to your merit. I really think, you ihould 
take fome very particular notice to him of this. For fuch inftances of friend- 
ihip are not in the prefent age fo frequent as one could wiih. 

I hinted to you in my laft, that it might not be amifs for you to write to 
the queen a letter of thanks. I really think now, it is neceflary to do fomething 
of that kind, from the great fatisfa&ion her majefty ihews in the part you have 
taken, her readinefs immediately to give orders for the equipage, and advance 
money. See. You know fo much better than I what to fay, that I will not 
pretend to advife any thing more, than in general, a letter of thanks for her 
good opinion, and of affuring her of your attachment and zeal for the king’s 
fervice and her’s. I know it would do well, and as I think I have not yett 
advifed you ill, I am perfwaded you will have no difficulty in following this. 

I conclude, if you have not left Paris before this reaches you, you will in a 
very few days. I hope you will lett me hear very often from you, both in a 
private and publick capacity. I am perfuaded you will bring things to a 
point affoon as poffible, nothing is fo bad as the prefent uncertainty. I think 
every thing muft go well. I rejoice to hear the cardinal has flood fo firmly to 
us, and if Brancas does but obey orders, and he will be afraid to do otherwife 
when you are there, Spain muft agree to our terms. Gett the effe&s of the 
galleons delivered, and the cedulas given out, as afked for by us; and if I may 
add, the feparate article agreed to, as laft fent from Hanover. Dear Stan¬ 
hope, you can’t doubt my good wifhes. All imaginable fuccefs attend you, 
and do me the juftice to believe me. See. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 


Announces the queen's order for his appointment to go to Spain.—Thinks it will 
be highly advantageous for his credit , and will promote his accejjion to a 
peerage. 
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Period IV# BEAR SIR,. Kenfmgton, Auguft 29—September 9, 1729. 

»727to^ 73 ° . j fj 0 p e anc J am perfwaded you will not be difpleafed att the order the queen 
Harrington fends you to go to Spain, when you confider that nothing but her majefty’s 
^ a P ers ~ opinion of the neceffity of it, for the king’s fervice, could have occafioned it. 
Copy. Indeed it was fo peremptorily given to me, that had I been difpofed, I could 
'private not ^ ave obeying it. But I muft own freely to you, for your own 

fake as well as for the publick, I continue to think it abfolutely neceffary that 
you fhould go. Sure it ought to be fome fatisfaftion to you, to fee every 
body thinks it cannot be done without you. By undertaking the journey, you 
are fure of the thing you have moft att heart, and in all probability muft add 
to the credit and reputation you have already gott. Thefe being my fincere 
thoughts, you will not wonder that I have not oppofed fending you the order. 
It is done with all the refpeft and regard imaginable to you, and if you go, 
and make hafte, all will, and muft be well. ***** 
* * * * if y OU fhould be to go afterwards, after the lofs 

of two months, neither the publick nor yourfelf would have the fame benefit 
from your journey, as if you was to undertake it immediately, without any 
further difficulty.' I cannot conceive, why your brethren have changed their 
opinions, and as you had once confented to it, I hope you will not go back. 
As it is not propofed you ffiall flay one moment after the treaty is figned, you 
might go without equipage, &rc. If I was you, I would put myfelf into my ■ 
- poft chaife, go to Port St. Maries as faft as poffible, and rather ftay there for 
the proje£t,if it is yett not finally fettled with the Dutch, &c. than let the pro¬ 
ject ftay for me. Sure the thought of your going by fea, was by no means 
neceffary. I hope and believe you will excufe the freedom I take: I know I 
a£l for your fervice, and one time or other you will be convinced of it, as I 
am perfwaded you already are of my being, &c. 


STEPHEN POYNTZ TO LORD TOWNSHEND. 

Tedioiifnefs of the negotiation.—Laments the jatal conferences of his re- 

Jignation. * 


MV LORD, 


Hautefontaine, Oftober n, 1729. 


Poyntz J Am gott down to this place for the recovery of my health, but hope to be 
Papers. back again at Paris by the time we can hear any thing decifive from Spain. 

Draught. The tedioufnefs of the negotiation, joined to the uneafineffes which I know 

your 
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your lordfhip fuffers already, and which muft be infinitely encreafed, if our en- Period IV. 
deavours for a pacification fhould incur the cenfureof parliament, fill me with J 
moft melancholy apprehenfions. I have but very imperfefl; notions of the fitua- 1729. 

tion of our domeftick affairs, but from the light in which they appear to me, I 
can forefee nothing but the total mine of the whig caufe, and the moft dangerous 
{hock to that eftablifbment, which it has been the labour of your lordihip’s life 
to build up and fupport. The thought of remaining engaged in, this negotia¬ 
tion, at a time when your lordlhip may poflibly have taken a refolution to re¬ 
tire from publick bufinefs, is infupportable to me, and yet I fee no remedy 
-till affairs are concluded one way or other. In all events, I defire your lord¬ 
lhip to be affur’d, that I am with a duty and attachment, which can only end 
with my life. Yours, &c. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 

Differs from lord 'Townfhend about the treaty with the four electors.—Strong 
objections to it.—Neceffity of not offending the emperor, but of giving him 
hopes that the pragmatic fanBion may be guarantied , if he will confent to 
the introduction of Spanijh garrifons. 

DEAR SIR, ' November 4, 17*9, 

A SI earneftly defire that what I fhall now write to you, may be in the 
greatell confidence and fecrecy between us, I am perfwaded, that without 
any previous engagement on your part, you will take no notice of it to any Private and 
body whatfoever. I find that the Garde des S$eaux, and the cardinall, by the 


Poyntz 

Papers. 


fecret* 


influence of the other, are both extreamly defirous to fin ilk the treaty with Poryourjelf 
the four electors, and will foon prefs it very zealoufly to a fpeedy conclufion. 

They have received not long fince from Mr. Chavigny, a more corbpleat 
projeff; who has likewife fent, as I have learnt here, a duplicate of it to lord 
Townfhend, and as M. de Broglio went from hence fully inftrufted in this 
affair, I don’t doubt but upon his arrivall in England, it will, in confequence 
of his orders, be pulhed with the utmoft vigour; and I will not conceal' from 

you, that I think my lord T-d more zealous for it, than in my opinion, is 

at prerent for his majefty’s fervice, confidering the nature of the treaty, and 
the fituation of affairs in Europe. 

As to the treaty itfelfe, I fhall not dwell-upon the dhjeffions (which I have 
eonftantly made to it here, as not caring to fpeak my mind plainly upon it in 

a p 2 other 
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Period IV. other refpeQs) relating to the fum demanded by the eleftor of Cologn, to in- 
1 737101730 . ^ etnn ;|y e f or t he lofs of his arrears, due to him from the emperour, 
nor upon the fubfidys demanded by the elector of Bavaria, to be payd in time 
of peace5 becaufe there are obje&ions that arife more from the nature of our 
government, and the difpofition of parliament, than from the thing itfelfe, if 
the treaty itfelfe was in all other confiderations to be defired. 

The article that affedts me the moll, is the 7 th, of which I fend you a copy 
inclofed, for fear of your not having it by-you, with the marginal addition 
made by lord Townfhend and count Plettenburgh; and likewife a copy of the 
7th article of the projedl concerted Iaft year at Fontainbleau, that you may- 
compare them together; and you will fee that even the 7th article, as it was 
proje&ed by count Albert, differs very much from the 7th article concerted 
at Fontainbleau, and carrys the obligation a great deal farther; and altho’ it 
is in fome meafure agreeable to the 4th article of the treaty of Hanover, it is 
conceived in much ftronger terms, for tying down the contradling partys from 
hearing any propofition of any nature whatfoever (tho’ not contrary to the in- 
terefts of any of the contrafling partys) or from making any agreement what¬ 
foever, without the approbation oj all the contracting partys. However, had 
the circumltances of affairs continued to be the fame' as they were at the time 
of making the Hanover treaty, or Ihould the ill fuccefs of Mr. Stanhope’s 
journey bring them again to the fame fituation, the article as drawn by count 
Albert might, perhaps, have paffed well enough upon the fame motives as oc- 
cafioned the 4th and 5 th article of the Hanover treaty; but that feems not to 
be the cafe at prefent. 

The treaty of Hanover took its rife from the fudden, ftrifl;, and furprifing 
union between the emperour and Spain, by virtue of the treaty of Vienna, 
and that union was founded upon an engagement on the part of the emperour 
to the queen of Spain for the marriage of don Carlos with the eldeit archdu- 
chefs, which mult have proved of the moll fatal confequences to the libertys 
and ballance of Europe, if not prevented; and this made it abfolutely necefi- 
fary for the other confiderable powers to unite together'in time, and to make 
the meafures to be taken for preferving the ballance of Europe, as well as the 
privileges and repofe of the empire, part of their union, in order to difappoint 
the views of the emperourand Spain, and to engage, if poffible, the princes of the 
empire in their intereft, in cafe of a war. Therefore the 4th and 5th articles 
of the treaty of Hanover, were calculated as a temptation to the princes of the 

empire 
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empire to come into this treaty, efpecially thofe that had any pretentions; to'die Period IV. 
emperour’s fuceeffion, in cafe he fhould dye without iffue male. 1727101730 . 

But all our attempts, promifes, and infinuations, joyned with the tendency 1729. 
of thefe articles, fo much for their own intereft, proved fruitlefs. The cheif 
of thofe princes, particularly the four ele&ors now in queftion, for the fake of 
the fubfidys, engaged themfelves for two years in an alliance with the emperour, 
were obliged to furnilh him with a certain number of troops; and they went 
fo far as even to accede to the treaty of Vienna, by which the emperour’s fuc- 
ceffion is guarantyed; fo that the Hannover allys were forced at great expence 
to feek for other confederates, and to take other meafures, independent of the 
princes of the empire, and had the good fortune to {Lengthen and guard 
themfelves on all fides, in fo timely and effeftual a manner, as to be able to 
difappoint the great defigns of the emperour, and to oblige him, notwith- 
ftanding the number of allys he had acquired in the empire and the north, to 
fign the preliminary treaty, and come to a congrefs much againft the will 
of his principall ally, the king of Spain. This encreafed the credit and 
reputation of the Hannover allys,. and weaken’d the emperour foe much, 
as to give a new turn to the affairs of Europe, to open the eyes of feveral 
princes, whom the emperour had before cajoled and gained by falfe hopes and 
particular views, untill time and certain events, together with the firmnefs of 
the Hannover allys, occalioned at laft fuch a jealoufy between the emperour 
and their catholick majeftys, as to have in a manner entirely diffolved their 
friendfhip, and to have flung Spain into the intereft and union of the Hanover 
allys; in foe much, that the emperor himfelf feems now dilpofed to hearken 
to any thing which the allys may demand for their fatisfaflion as to the points 
in difpute with him, by means of a guaranty of his fuceeffion, under proper 
reftriftions and limitations. And this feems to be the prefent ftate of affairs, 
which lhews it is no more the fame, as when the treaty of Hanover, and par¬ 
ticularly the 4th and 5th articles of it were made, and confequently the rea- 
foning about entering into a treaty with the four eleftors on the fame terms, 
as might have been prudent and neceffary to doe at the time of making that 
treaty, feem to me in a great meafure changed. 

However did the 7th article of this projeQ:, goe no further than a joynt 
concert of fentiments and meafures, for what fhould concern the libertys and 
tranquillity of the empire, and the peace in generall, as was the plain meaning 
of the article concerted at Fontainebleau, I would allow that it might be 

reafonable 
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Period IV. reafonable and prudent to enter into this treaty. But as there is no doubt but 
1 7271:0 1730. t j^ s art j c ] ej efpecially with the additional! words in the margin, tyes all the 
contra&ing partys from taking the leaf! ftep relating to any guaranty , without 
the confent and approbation of every one of them, it certainly obliges Engknd 
not to think of the guaranty of the emperour’s fuccefiion on any terms, or 
in any conjunfture whatever, during the time of this treaty fublifting, without 
the confent of each eleftor, that fliall be a party to it, which feems to me not 
only to be entirely unneceffary, but fubjefl to great inconveniencys. 

There is no doubt but France, efpecially fince the great encreafe of M. 
Chauvelin’s credit with the cardinal!, defires nothing more than that the em¬ 
peror’s fuccefiion fliould be left as loofe and uncertain as pofiible, for reafons 
that are obvious. There is as little doubt but that England and Holland 
fhould, for the very fame reafons, be as defirous of having the emperour’s 
fuccefiion eftablifhed under proper reftriflions and limitations, and that no 
other confideradon, befides their concern not to difoblige Franee and Spain, 
fhould keep them from thinking of it as foon as things are fettled. 

‘ It is no lefs certain, that if we fhould now make this treaty with the four 

electors, in the terms of the 7th article of the proje£t, with the marginall addi¬ 
tions, but that France being always averfe to have the emperour’s fuccefiion 
regulated, would be able to hinder England from doing any thing at any time 
in a matter of fuch importance to the future peace and ballance of Europe; 
and this France might doe, without appearing openly in it herfelfe, by difpofing 
fotne of the eleftors, efpecially him of Bavaria, to be again!! any plan of that* 
nature; and confequently in all events, altho’ the prefent good difpofition and 
views of France with regard to the affairs of Europe, and particularly with 
regard to England, fhould come to be changed, and their ancient maxims upon 
the death of the cardinal, be refumed, England, by virtue of this treaty, might 
be Co hamper’d, as not to have it eafily in her power to take in time the ne- 
ceflary meafures for maintaining the ballance of Europe, and to provide even 
for her own fecurity, by a proper eftablifhment of the emperour’s fuccefiion, 
and by keeping up the houfe of Auftria, as a counterpoids to that of Bourbon, 
and I am convinced, in my own opinion, by the dayly condu6f of the Garde 
des S^eaux, that he is fo earneft for the conclufion of this treaty, particularly 
for the fake of this 7tharticle, and the confequences of it, as will make it 
itnpoflible to enter into meafures for fettling the emperour’s fuccefiion, in any 
conjuncture, during this treaty. 

I do 
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I do not mean, dear fir, as you will eafily believe, by what I have lately Per * 0 ' 
wrote to you, that England and Holland Ihould immediately hearken to the 
emperour’s propofitions, and by that means create any jealoufy or uneafinefs 172 
againft them on the part of France and Spain ; but that we fhould not putt it 
out of our power to doe any thing at any time for a guaranty of the emperour’s 
fucceffion. For untill we have done fomething decifively, and as long as we 
continue free in that refpeft, the fears of France with regard to the fettlement 
of the fucceffion, may on one fide keep this court firm to the prefent fyftem, 
and to the friendfhip of England; as on the other fide, the hopes which the em- 
perour may entertain, that we fhall be difpofed to do it one time or other, 
may keep him within fome bounds, and from coming to extremitys with his 
niajefty, as king or eleQor. And, therefore, as it is not our intereft to difoblige 
France by afly hafty ftep in .favour of the emperour, fo I think we Ihould not 
render the emperour defperate by a treaty, which he will foon come to know, 
and by which he will loofe all hopes of our friendfhip for ever, by our putting 
it out of our power to doe the only thing that he has moft at heart, .and con- 
fequently he may be forced to run into views and meafures, that may be as 
dangerous to the ballance of Europe, and the intereft of England, as thofe 
taken by the treaty of Vienna,- nay, perhaps, he may think of refuming the fame 
again with Spain as his only refourfe. 

There are many reafons for not concluding, at prefent, the treaty with the 
four eleftors; but without rej elding it entirely, we Ihould keep the conclufion 
of it at a diftance, and in fufpence, on account of. the difficultys with regard 
to the fubfidys in time of peace, which the parliament will never grant; and 
the guaranty of Burgh and Juliers abfolutely in favour of the prince of Sultz- 
bach, which by reafon of the prote ftai.it religion, and the near relation there 
muft always be between the familys of Hannover and Pruffia (notwithftanding 
the prefent unaccountable humour and behaviour of his Pruffian majefty) 
would have a very ill appearance in the world; and alfo on account of the 
debtor of Cologn not confenting to be a contrasting party any longer than for 
two or three years; and laltly, that it would be Decelfary to learn the fenti- 
ments of the principall perfons of the States upon it, with regard to the like- 
lyhood of their being contra&ing partys originally, or at leaft by acceffion, 
who being partys to the treaty of Hanover,. ought to be equally concerned in 
this. Which laft two reafons, feem to me to be in themfdves, very effentiall in 
all events, becaufe I think it would be very imprudent for his majefty to en¬ 
gage 
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Period IV. gage in an affair of fuch confequence, and which concerns foe much the in- 
. - _ ,‘tereft of Europe in generall, without having the States equally engaged with 

him; and it would likewife be fomewhat extraordinary, if not abfurd, that we 
fhould be bound, as is propofed to the electors of Bavaria and Palatine, for 
fifteen years, while the debtor of -Cologn (who by the extenfivenefs of his do¬ 
minions, and the fituation of them, muft be of much greater confequence to 
hismajefty, and the Rates generall, than the other two can be,) will be tyed to 
.them for two or three years only. Thefe inftances may furnilh us with fuf- 
ficient reafons to alledge for deferring the conclufion of -this treaty with the 
four debtors, without taking; any notice of the article that affefcts the emperor’s 
fucceffion, on which, in my opinion, we fhould at prefent, at leaft untill the 
affairs with Spain are entirely fettledj. be very filent. 

Butt as foon as the treaty with Spain fliall be figned, and a proper declara¬ 
tion made on the part of the allys about the execution of it, according to the 
publick articles, we muft fee what will be the emperour’s condubt in this re- 
fpebt. I think it fcarce can be doubted, but that he will immediately declare, 
that he will never confent to the introdubtion of Spaniih garrifons, into the 
places of Tufcany and Parma, unlefs the Hanover allys will at the fame dme 
come-.into a fcheme to guaranty his fucceffion, which altho’ a thing very much 
to be defired, yett the views of France and Spain (from whom the reft of the 
allys cannot feparate) will ftill make it impracticable. The emperor not being 
able to compafs this great point, will, after folemn proteftations againft Spanifh. 
garrifons, be either paffive in this affair, without thinking to make a forcible 
oppofition to it, or elfe he will in concert with the great duke, and perhaps 
with the king of Sardinia, or by virtue of his own great ftrength in Italy, even 
rifk a war to prevent it. But the great danger he will run by a war, of loaf¬ 
ing feme of his prefent dominions in Italy, may difpofe him to avoyd it, if 
England and Holland take care to condubt themfelves in fuch a manner as not 
10 make him think that he can have no hopes at a proper feafon of their com¬ 
ing into feme meafures to guaranty his fucceffion. But how to make him fen- 
libie of the good difpofition of thofe two powers in this refpebt, requires great 
caution and prudence, but ’tis not altogether impoffible, if he will not imme¬ 
diately by an unaccountable condubt, embroyl matters in Italy and the north j 
and perhaps it may not be impoffible to difpofe the cardinal himfelf, for the 
fake of peace, not to be averfe to a fcheme for eftablifhing the emperour’s 
fucceffion. 

But 
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But nothing of this nature fhould be intimated to him untill the fuccefs of Period IV. 
Mr. Stanhope’s journey is feen, and the views and defigns of the emperour *7*7*® 1730 * 
upon the conclufion of the treaty with Spain be plainly difcovered. For fhould 1729. 
his imperiall majefty rafhly refolve, rather than fuffer the introduction of Spa- 
nifh garrifons, to rifk a war in Italy (which in confequence will likewife be 
kindled in other parts by the nature of the alliances now fubfifting in Europe) 
the Hanover allys fhould not only conclude without lofs of time the treaty 
with the four electors, but will be obliged purfuant to the fecret articles of 
the treaty with Spain, to take new meafures with refpeft to the equilibre of 
Europe. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO WILLIAM STANHOPE. 

Congratulating him on the fuccefs of the treaty of Seville. 

DEAR SIR, Whitehall, November 18, 1729. 

^S we were juft difpatching a meffenger to Paris upon other bufinefs, when Harrington 

Mr. Vane arrived here this morning, I have only time to congratulate you ^ a P ers ‘ 
tnoft fincerely upon your fuccefs in having concluded the treaty, in a way, which 
I am perfuaded, will be entirely to his majefty’s fatisfa&ion. We have not 
yett had time to perufe the treaty, but I may affure you, that I never faw the 
king better pleafed in my whole life, or better fatisfied with any body than he 
is with you. He was extreamly well pleafed with your leaving Spain, as he 
ordered me immediately to acquaint you, and I think I may venture to foretell, 
that the king has fo juft a fenfe of the great fervices you have done him and 
his people, and particularly upon this occafion, that whatever you may have 
defired, will be done in the beft manner. I have many compliments and 
thanks to you from fir Robert Walpole and my brother. You can’t have 
more joy upon this occafion. upon all accounts, and particularly upon your 
own, than I have ; but you muft allow me ftill to think, my advice about your 
going to Spain, has not turned out ill. 

STEPHEN POYNTZ TO THOMAS TOWNSHEND. 

His concern at the difagreement with fr Robert Walpole.—Expreffes and men¬ 
tions Horace Walpole’s regard for lord Tozun/hend, and refolution not to ac¬ 
cept the office offecreiary offate. 

4 2 
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PeriodIV . (Paris, November 26, 1729.) MR. Walpole hopes to go over to En- 

l - 7 " j gi an< l foon. I promife you, and I am willing to pawn my whole credit upon 
Sydney it, that you will find him more reafonable, and fuller of cordial refpeft for lord 
Papers. Townfhend, than perhaps might be expected in the prefent mi funder Handings, 
if you were not apprifed of it. I am very fure that if lord Townfhend had, 
or lhould fee reafon to quit his pofte diffatisfied, no perfon nor confederation 
in the world -would prevail with Mr. Walpole to accept of it, if it were of¬ 
fered to him. And I am very fure, that he laments the prelent divifions fa 
► fincerely, that he would do any thing in his power towards healing them. I 
fay this upon the mod entire conviflion; and if the event does not prove it 
true, will be content never to be credited again, but to pafs for one, who is 
to be impofed on by words, and not capable of knowing thofe I live and con- 
verfe with every day. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO STEPHEN POYNTZ. 

Lord Townjheni tejiijies his rejolutim to rejign.—Is violent againfe the empe¬ 
ror, and inclined to fupport the king's eleBoral views. 

DEAR SIR, London, January zi, 1729—39. 

Poyntz J Had the honour by the poft to acknowledge your excellency’s letters of 
Papers. the ill, 20, and. 21 inft. N. S. and to fend you inclofed a letter from the 
cardinall, much to the fame effe&as that which you returned; becaufe count 
Rroglio writes in fo falfe and infamous a manner with refpefi! to my brother 
Walpole and me, almoft every poft, that it is thought abfolutely neceffary to 
prevent his eminence again!! fuch fcandalous infinuations, for fear of their 
making in time fome impreffion; and I don’t doubt but that your excellency 
will take all occafions, without affehlation, to make the cardinal fenfible of my 
brother’s as well as my fincere attachment to the union between the two crowns. 
For the French ambaffadour reprefents us both as of another difpofition, and 
attributes all his difappointments to us perfonally; and I could heartily wifh 
lord Townfhend did not {how him fo much confidence and countenance as he 
does. For I am apprehenfive of a defign on the part of Mr. Chauvelin, to 
change the chanell of negotiation between England and France, and inftead 
of making it pafs thro’ his majefty’s minifters at Paris, to have it goe direflly 
from him to count Broglio, and fo to the king; which would deprive his ma- 
jefty of the advantage he has always had of the reafonable and moderate tem¬ 
per 
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per of the cardinal, who will become entirely ufelefs to the king’s fervice, in Period IV. 
cafe Mr. Chauvelin is to have the whole condufit of the affairs, by his writing * 7 2 7 * 73 °; 

direftly to the French ambaffadour, pafiing by, or conferring but flightly with 1730. 
the Englifh embaffadour in France; and therefore I hope you will keep up 
your fpirits againft him, and not take it always for granted, that all he fays in 
the name of the cardinal!, comes from his eminence himfelfe. 

Lord Townfhend, fince his lafl fhort journey to Norfolk, has not only de¬ 
clared to mod of his confidential friends, but even in a calm and ferious man¬ 
ner to me, that he is refolved to refign as foon as the feffion is over; and that 
in the mean time, he will barely give his opinion, but not prefs it in bufinefs, 
acquiefcing with the fentiments of others. I told him nobody would infill upon 
their opinion, fo as to make it prevayl in foreign affairs in oppofition to his, 
who was certainly the bell judge. He has fince been as adlive and eager in bu¬ 
finefs as ever I knew him ; and his violence againft keeping any meafures at 
all with the emperour, and his endeavours to make all meafures eleftorall, pre- 
ferrable to all other confiderations, which is entirely agreeable to the king’s 
fentiments, make fome think that his lordfhip has no thoughts of refigning. 

But I am of opinion, that when the parliament is up, if any thing fhould hap¬ 
pen contrary to his defire, he may offer to quitt, as he has already done to the 
king, and will be taken at his word; and will fome way or other jozle himfelf 
out of place. 

I am in fuch hafte, and in fuch concern, on account of this unfettled and em- 
broyled ftate of affairs at home,, that I fcarce know what I write. Things, how¬ 
ever, in parliament, will goe on as well as they have begun, but not without 
ftrong oppofition. The great debate will be about the Heffian troops, but we 
fhall carry it with much the fame majority, I believe, as we did the firft day’s 
divifion, which was two to one. 

I forgott to tell you, that at the fame time, Mr. Chauvelin refufed to come 
into a plan of meafures with you, he wrote to count Broglio, to learn the 
ideas of lord Townfhend upon it; but as the French have now confented to 
confider of a plan of meafures to be immediately fettled among th.e allys, I 
fuppofe Mr. Chauvelin will have been no longer averfe to confer with you on 
that fubjedt. ' I was yefterday honoured with your’s of the 26th N. S. in- 
clofing a letter to me from the cardinal of the 24th; but have not yett had 
time to receive his majefty’s commands upon it. 

Pray bum this. 
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Period IV. 
1727 to 1730. 
I—^' 


Orford 

Papers, 


Harrington 

Papers. 


THE DUCHESS OF KENDAL TO SIR ROBERT WALPOLE® 

Dejircs that the money left to her by the late king> and confined him as one of 

her trujlees % may be paid. 

SIR, London, February 18, 1729—30. 

his late majefty was pleafed to make you ray truftee, you will not wonder 
at this application. The little trouble I have given you on that head, is 
enough to convince you how great a regard I have had for your affurances. 
But having lately engaged in an affair that will require a large fum to com pi eat, 
I hope you’ll now refolve to accommodate me with the money entrufted with' 
you, my occalions demanding the whole fum. This being a private truft that 
muft one time or other be accounted for, it may be transferred without inter¬ 
fering with publick bufinefs. I can eafily imagine one fo continually em¬ 
ployed, may not often think of me or my affairs, but you’ll give roe leave not 
to forget myfelf, efpecially in a thing of fo great importance to me. I am, fir, 
your moft humble fervant. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD HARRINGTON AND MR. POYNTZ. 

The oppofition having agreed to propofe a fcheme Jor opening the trade of the 
Eaji India company, with a view to raife a Jim oj money for the public, fir 
Robert Walpole thwarts their fchemes by hinting that he fhould raife money 
from thatfociety.—Debates on the affair of Dunkirk.—Sir Robert Walpole and 
Pelham dijlinguijh themfelves.-—Sir Robert Walpole attacks lord Bolingbroke. 
who is dfended by fr William Wyndham.—A nzof animated debate.—Great 
tjfeffis of the majority to iifappoint the hopes of oppojition , and to prove the 
Jlability of adminif ration. 


GENTLEMEN, 


London, March 2—13, 1729—30. 


J Hope this will find your excellency lord Harrington, fafely arrived at 
Paris, to the great comfort of your excellency Mr. Poyntzj and that the 
death of the czar, and the difappointment the king of Pruffia has tnett with in 
his fchemes at Drefden, will foon have an influence upon affairs, to the ad¬ 
vantage of the Hannover allys; on which head, I fhall fay no more at prefent, 
becaufe I am perfwaded you are very impatient to know what has paffed in 
the houfe of commons, on the day of the ftate of the nation, as what altlio’ 

in 
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in appearance a domeftick concern, muft have a greater effe& upon our fo- Period IV. 
reign matters, than almoft any other incident either foreign or domeftick, can 
poffibly have. 1729. 

I am firft to acquaint your excellencys, that it having been difcover’d, that 
the adverfarys had fecretly -in the city negotiated a fcheme for deftroying the 
charter and exclufive trade of the Eaft India company, and to lay that trade 
open to all adventurers, on a plaufible pretence of their finding a great fum of 
money for the ufe of the pilblick; the chancellour of the exchequer, byway 
of crofs-bite, having talked with fome of the directors of that company, gave 
a hint to the houfe, as'if part of his ways and means might arife from that 
fociety, which extreamly alarmed and furprifed the adverfarys. But as their 
private fubfcriptions and engagements had gone a great way, they refolved to 
prefent a petition, with a fcheme for opening that trade, and paying off the 
company. The petition being accordingly prefented; on Thurfday laft, a 
great debate enfued, and about nine at night, the court prevayled by a ma¬ 
jority of 229 againft 135, and with a generall fatisfa&ion to the whig party. 

However, this did not difcourage the adverfarys from proceeding the next day 
with vigorous attacks on the affair of Dunkirk; and fir W. W.* propofed, * Sir William 
after the examination of witneffes, and reading papers was over, that what had Wyndham, 
been done relating to the harbour there, was a manifcjl violation of the treaty* 
between the two crowns. But the other fide having, before he was feconded, 
gott upon the paper the motion for an addrefs; purfuant to what you will find 
tranfiated in the inclofed letter to the court, left open for your perufall, 
the debate began at about five in the afternoon, lafting very earneft and 
ftrenuous ’till paft two in the morning, and had fuch a turn, that the whig-party 
was animated to the laft degree, which was cheifly occafioned by fir Robert 
Walpole having very artfully and vigoroufly fell on the late lord B. Sir W. W. 
took his part, and juftifyed his old friend, making a comparifon between B. 
and fir R. as if the firft was every way as honeft a man as the latter, which 
was anfwer’d with as much zeal, fire, and good fenfe by Mr. H. Pelham, as 
ever I heard in my life, and created an univerfall fpirit, flame, and refentment 
againft B. in the whole houfe; fo that upon the divifion, the whigs were 270 
againft 149. In my opinion, it was the greateft day with refpe£t to the thing 
itfelfe, and the confequences of it both at home and abroad, for his majefty, 
and the prefent miniftry, that I ever knew; and muft, I think, prove a thun¬ 
derbolt to the adverfarys here, as well as to their friends on your fide the water. 

For 
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For all the infirmations given out, as if his majefty and the whigs in general! 

' were weary of the prefent miniftry, are in the opinion of mo ft people, con¬ 
founded at once 1 and I fhould think, that the ennemy muft even in their own 
opinion, fall from that prefumptuous imagination, which they had certainly 
entertained to the very day of the debate, of overturning the prefent admL 
niftration. 

All that remains is, that France take care, as I don’t doubt but the cardinal! 
will, to have the works according to the treaty, demoliflied, notwxthftanding 
the clamour of the inhabitants, or the artfull management, which Mr. Maure- 
pas (who is no friend to England, efpecially in this point, and certainly in the 
year 1728, did not aft according to his eminence’s directions) may endeavour 
with fome other French men to ufe, for difappointing the execution of the 
works made contrary to the treatys. It is not proper for me to tell you how 
•earneftly the feveral fpeakers, efpecially the two* brethren, afferted and main¬ 
tained the prefent good faith of France, and particularly of the cardinal!* I 
think your excellencys muft hear it from other hands, and will make a pro¬ 
per ufe of it in your difcourfes with his eminence and Mr* Chauvelin, to whom 
you will be pleafed to make my fincere compliments and refpeCL 

I am going to court on account of the queen’s birth day being kept this 
day, and therefore you will excufe the hafte and imperfections of this fcrawh 

HORACE WAIPOXE TO LORD HARRINGTON AND MR. POYNTZ. 

Expectations of fome important motion on the Jlate of the nation*—Great 
majority in favour of government.—Inquiry into the Jlate of the nation 
- dofed. 

MY LORD, AND SIR, London, March xj—2a, 17*9.-30. 

"YESTERDAY being appointed for a committee of the whole houfe, to 
confider again of the ftate of the nation, the expectations of fome new 
and extraordinary attack upon the miniftry, were raifed very high, both within 
and without doors, and the adverfarys Teemed refolved to furprife the houfe 
with doing nothing, or fomething of moment, as they had done before by the 
fudden attack of Dunkirk. However, we gott intimation the day before, of 
•what this mighty no-matter was to be, which ended in Mr. Chetwynd’s re¬ 
ferring die papers relating to St. Lucia, to die confideration of the committee, 

* Alluding to fir Robert Walpole and himfelf. 


where 
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where he moved a long queftion, for afferring his majefty’s intereft, and un- Period IV. 
doubted right to the iflands of St. Vincent, St. Lucia, and Dominigo, for pre- f Z7t0l 73 °- 
venting foreigners making fettlements on thofe iflands, and for application to I729 . 
be made by the king to the court of France, for removing the French fettle¬ 
ments there. This queftion, after the mighty expectations that have been 
raized in the houfe in general, filled with ftrangers to fee the refult of the 
great attack, fuppofed to have been intended on the miniftry, was treated 
with great contempt and ridicule; and after a fliort, or rather no debate at all, 
it was carryed for leaving the chair by a majority of 235 to 120. And not- 
withftanding the court party call’d upon their adverfarys to move to have the 
committee for the ftate of the nation, kept open, if they had any thing further 
to offer, yet the adverfarys abfolutely declined it; fo that this formidable en¬ 
quiry, that was to have confounded the miniftry, has at laft ended in noife and 
fmoke, as much to the glory of his majefty’s fervants, as to the difgrace and 
contempt of their opponents. I am, with the greateft refpeft and affeClion. 

HORACE WAEPOIE TQ THE EARE OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Coalition of the tories and difcontented xuhigs*—Their difappointment at the 
conclufon of the treaty of Seville.—Foiled in their attempts to excite difcon- 
tent about the affair of Dunkirk.—Laments the resignation of lord Tovinfliend . 

MY LORD, March 13—24, 1729—30. 

relation which the affairs here in parliament, mu ft have to thofe Waldegrave 
abroad, muft naturally make every foreign minifter cautious to know the ^ a P er4> 
motives, refults, and confequences of the warm t-ranfaftions, that have unex¬ 
pectedly occurred this feflion. 

The opponents of the minifters had entertained laft fummer, fuch a fanguine. 
and certain, perfuation, that it would be impoffible to have a peace with Spain, 
and confequently that the Eritilh commerce would have ftill continued in an 
uncertain and precarious ftate, without fatisfaftion or revenge; that they had 
concerted their meafures, to call the minifters to an account, for their indo¬ 
lence and negleQ: in fuffering fo patiently the infults of the Spanyards; and 
as this was a very popular point, to a nation jealous of their honour, as well as. 

,of their privileges of trade, it had created a great ferment among all forts of 
people, gentlemen as well as merchants. In order, therefore, to diftrefs the 
adminiftration, the difcontented whigs had concerted a perfeft coalition with 

the 
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the torys of all degrees, and it was agreed to aft heartily and vigoroufly in the 
fame oppofition; and that for that purpofe, a fummons fhould be made of all 
the torys to be prefent, without fuffering any excufe; and this was purfued 
with foe much zeal, that I believe there has been in town this year, above 110 
torys, which is within a very few of the whole number elefted. 

The conclufion of the treaty of Seville, and confequently the re-eftabliffi- 
ment of the commerce, with articles for all due and reafonable fatisfaftion, 
was a fenfible ftroak to the united party of the torys and difcontented whigs. 
However, having made a coalition, and appointed a general mufter in parlia¬ 
ment, they were refolved to keep up their fpirits, and to attempt the attacks; 
and, therefore, they at firft gave out unaccountable and falfe infinuations, to 
deceive themfelves and their friends of the points of Gibraltar, and the pri¬ 
vileges of trade, not being fufficiently fecured. But the explicit terms of the 
treaty of Seville, when publilhed, fatisfyed fo well all confiderate men, and the 
tryallof that point in the houfe of lords, with fo great a majority, to the advan¬ 
tage of the court, foon made the adverfaries fenfible, that it was impoffible for 
them to diftrefs the minifters, or to doe any fervice to the emperour on that 
head. 

They therefore had recourfe to another fcheme, which might ferve their 
purpofe, if compaffed, as well; which was to create, if poffible, a coolnefs and 
jealoufy between England and Franee; and for that end, the reparation made 
by the townfmen of Dunkirk to that port, afforded, as they imagined, not only 
a plaufible pretext to accufe the minifters of indolence, negleft, or cowardice, 
in not putting a ftop to the proceedings of France, in a point fo popular, and 
of fuch confequence to this nation, but alfo of laying an imputation upon 
France, as violating the moft folemn treatys, at a time of fo ft rift an 
allyance. The fecrecy and art with which this point was managed and 
condufted, and the induftry employed to create a ferment through the 
kingdom, and efpecially in this city, of a defign of reftoring the harbour of 
Dunkirk, had indeed occafioned a great flame both within and out of 
the parliament, upon the firft opening of it. But the miniftry having ob-' 
tained fo much time, as to have this matter ferioufly enquired into, and 
to make impartiall people, fee the wicked intention of this malicious en¬ 
quiry, done with no other view, but to create a jealoufy between England 
and France, and to encourage the emperour, and confequently, if poffible, 
to deftroy the treaty of Seville, or to put a Hop to the execution of it, 

thefe 
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fcliefe machinations of the party oppofite to the court, ferved only to turn Period 
to .their own confufion; and I never faw in my life fuch a fpirit as there was , 172710 
in parliament, at the great day of Dunkirk, to fupport the miniftry, their mea- 1729 
hires, and the alliances of the Hanover confederates, and fuch a rage and re- 
fentment againft the oppofite party, and their-allys abroad, fo that nothing was 
more clear that day, than that altho’ the whigs in fome popular points, fuch as 
place-bills, will follow their own inclinations, yett this parliament is deter¬ 
mined to fupport the prefent adminiflration and meafures both at home and 
abroad; and are fenlible of the malicious contrivances of fome to bring mat¬ 
ters into confufion, for their own private ends, and for that purpofe to make 
the ennemys to the Hanover allyance, believe abroad, that there is not that 
fteddynefs, vigour, and union in the parliament, as there really is, for the fup¬ 
port of his majefty’s government, and his prefent councills. 

I fhall not mention to you the affair of St. Lucia, becaufe that was treated 
with fo much ridicule and contempt, that the adverfarys were glad to gett out 
of it as well as they could; and I think I may fay, I never faw a parliament 
like to end with fo much glory and honour to an adminiflration, as this will 
doe, not with Handing all the efforts, which malice, defpair, and envy could in¬ 
vent, that were employed to confound the prefent fyftem, both at home and 
abroad. v 

There is one thing which certainly encouraged the oppofition of the en- 
nemy, which was fome mifunderftanding among the great men here, which is 
indeed but too true; and I am afraid, there will be-an alteration, which your 
lordfhip and I fhall be forry to fee, by the refignation of a great man, who 
will not be perfuaded to keep his place, after the end of the feffions. And al¬ 
though he cannot he fupplyed in application and abilitys, yett he will, I be¬ 
lieve, retire in fuch a manner, if he does go out, and that will be underftood 
by the generality of people, that it will make no alteration in the party, in the 
meafures, or in the adminiflration of affairs; and the fame fyftem will ftill be 
purfued, both with refpeQ to domeftick and foreign bufinefs. But this you 
will keep to yourfelfe, and believe me, yours, &c. 

STEPHEN POYNTZ TO THE HON. THOMAS TOWNSHEND. 

On the expected refignation of lord Townfiiend, 
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Sydney 

Papers. 


DEAR SIR, Paris, March 26, 173©. 

Y^UR’S of the 19th paft, acquainting me with my lord’s refolution of re¬ 
tiring at the end of the feflion, did not come to my hands till fix days 
after the other letters of the fame date, which I mention more to excufe my 
not anfwering it fooner, than to fill you with jealoufys of its having been de¬ 
tained defignedly, or opened, of which I could fee no marks. . 

Tho’ I have long expe&ed this refolution, and fee and feel the reafonable- 
nefs of his lordfhip’s defiring retreat, after a life fpent in hurry and fatigue, and 
at a feafon when the infirmities of age begin to make themfelves felt, and 
give a quicker fenfe to the croffes and vexations arifing from the prefent 
fituation of affairs both at home and abroad; yet, I own, that the more I con- 
fider the confequences of this refolution, the more I am confirm’d, that far 
from giving his mind the relief propofed, it will help to embitter the remain¬ 
der of his life. I have long had the honor to know and admire his lordlhip's 
virtues, and am fure he is not one of thofe who can tafte domeftic quiet, under 
public misfortunes; or that can feel the leaf! pleafure in feeing affairs mif- 
carry in the hands of fuppofed rivals. But if it were poffible for him to con¬ 
trail: his thoughts from the care of the public to that of his family and eftate, 
and to fill up his vacant moments with the amufements which Rainham is fo 
well able to furnifh; yet his being fuppos’d to refign diffatisfied, muft give a 
fatal wound to the whig caufe, already long languifhing under the expectation 
of this event; and muft fooner or later bring thofe into power, who, to juftify 
their own meafures, may think it indifpenfably requifite to blacken thofe of 
their predeceffors, and to fet fuch enquiries on foot, as how much foever they 
might end to his lordfhip’s honor, and juftify to the world the integrity of his 
intentions, yet would eptirely blaft the promis’d comforts of a retreat, and 
waken his attention, in a very difagreeable manner, to what is going forward 
in the world. The winding up of affairs cannot be at a great diftance: if a 
war fhould be the event, which I ftill think improbable, the canvaffing the 
reafons which have brought us to it, would naturally fall within the next fef- 
fion; and it might not be thought agreeable to the fteadinefs of his lordfhip’s 
former conduft, to withdraw from the yoke at fo critical a conjuncture. 

If a general pacification can be obtained, it muft be within this fummer, 
and fuch a period would certainly be the molt proper for breaking off, if this 
were done without any appearance of refentment; and efpecially if his lord- 
fhip, without continuing in the infupportable fatigues and chagrins of the fe- 
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cretary’s office, and even without accepting any employment from the go- Period IV. 
vcrnment, that fhould oblige him to attendance, would ftill continue to lend f 7 2 7 t0 
his counfel and affiftance, and be content to pafs for a hearty well-wiiher to *730. 

the meafures, carrying on by thofe that fhould be employed, there might, 
perhaps, be flill fome hopes of preferving the whig caufe, and of faving the 
crown from the neceffity of ever trying perfidious friends. But if this can- 
“ not be obtained, I own, I can forefee nothing but total ruin and confufxon to 
all we have been labouring for ever fince the revolution. Thefe things are 
fo obvious, that I ought to beg pardon for prefuming to repeat them. His 
lordfhip muft have reafons unknown to me, not for defiring earneftly to re¬ 
tire, but for refolving to do it immediately, and with the appearance of diftafte 
and refentment, which however difown’d in words, will gain univerfal belief, 
if it be done before our public affairs abroad, have taken fome fhape and 
confiftency. 

When I have faid this, I beg leave to allure you, that in my low fphere, 

I long as impatiently as my lord can do, to be entirely releafed from the bu- 
finefs, which my obedience to his commands, could alone ever have engaged . 
me in, and in this refpeft, his lordfhip’s retiring, would contribute to my pri¬ 
vate eafe. I would compound, by the lofs of my place, to have a little leifure 
and retirement for the latter part of my life; but when I refleft on the times, 
we faw and felt in the latter end of the queen’s reign, and which the breaking 
to pieces the whig party, muft foon bring about again, I own, I can forefee 
no more comfort in retirement, than in bufinefs;’ and if my ftrength and health 
will hold out to carry me thither, I believe I fhall determine to retire to one 
of our plantations in the Weft Indies, rather than to live in England, under 
fuch an afpefl of affairs. 

I wifh you all happinefs and profperity in the change of your condition; 
nothing could have made England more defirable to me, than the profpecl of 
feeing you fo happy, as I verily believe the marrying into that family will 
make you. My utmoft ambition would have been to have divided my time 
between Rainhatn and Danfon, if the caufe of liberty could have held up its 
head in England; but if it muft fink, I will look out for England fomewhere 
elfe; and wherever I can be free from the infults of that party-rage and op- 
preflion, which I abominate worfe than death, hie amor , hac patria. I fend 
you the melon feed you defired, and am, with the trueft affefilion and re- 
fpett, &c. . 
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PeriodIV. THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

1727t01730« 

1^1 

Low Jiate oj oppofition.—Lord Toionfiiend will probably go out, and be fuc- 
ceeded by lord Harrington*—Writes in confidence to him alone, on the fubjeH 
of an apprehended war with Spain, and the hefi means of avoiding it. 

MY DEAR LORD, Whitehall, March 16—27, 1729—30. 

Harrington r J'HO’ I have troubled you already with fome privates , I could not let this 
Fa P ers ‘ melfenger go, without giving you fome account how things Hand here, 

Feryprivate, for your information only. We look upon the ennemy to be quite de- 
~ Copy. molifhed in the houfeof commons, and that our Dunkirk day, and the clofet- 
ting the committee upon the St. Lucia affair, were the greateft victories that 
ever were known. I hope they will have a good effeCt abroad, I think they 
mull have one here at home. Things at court remain pretty much in the fame 
fituation you left them, except, that lord Townfhend’s going out feems every 
day more fixed, and it is now taken for granted, will happen alfoon as ever the 
parliament rifes. His fucceffour mull certainly be the man in the world I 
wifh. I am fore my friends, and I believe every body elfe, have no other 
thought; this being likely foon to be the cafe, I hope you will difpatchyour 
bufinefs, where you are, with all poffible expedition. Our mafter is a little 
uneafy, that we hear not one word of the plan of meafures, and I mull own I 
am, that the declaration to the emperor is like to go heavily both with the car¬ 
dinal and the Dutch ambalfadors. What I now write is in the utmoft confi¬ 
dence, and without the knowledge of any of my brethren. 

I am perfuaded, I need not foggeft to you, reafons for bringing things to a 
conclufion alfoon as poffible. Notwithftanding all the emperor’s warlike prepa- 
tions, I cannot imagine, now the czar is dead, and Pruffia and Poland are both 
wavering, that the emperor will dare to ftrike a Itroke. We have here great 
hopes of the king of Pruffia, and I may tell you, that the refolution about the 
dilputes att Brunfwick, is what Kniphaufen himfelf propofed, and feemed fore 
would be fatisfaftory. You may imagine fomehody will not be forry that things 
fhould mifcarry hereafter, and for that reafon, we ffiould be the more upon 
our guard. N o arguments that relate perfonally to yourfelf, I am perfwaded, 
will have much weight, but if they had, it now comes to be more immediately 
your own bufinefs, and as I know you are in the righteft way of thinking 
imaginable, all I wilh is, that you may be able to fucceed in your negotiation, 

to 
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tcryour own mind. A war is certainly to be avoided, if poflible; but at the 
fame time, our treaty with Spain muft be executed, and that foon. Should we 
talk bigg to the emperor att the fame time we make our declaration? or fee 
firft how that will operate ? I remember in a late letter from lord Waldegrave to 
Mr. Poyntz, he fays Realp* told him, he had pofitive proof that we had en¬ 
tered into engagements with Spain, relating to the emperor’s dominions in 
Italy, *and that if the emperor could not have that fecurity, he had better ha¬ 
zard a war at once: fure that hint fhould have been followed, and even Patino 
himfelf, I think, does not feem fond of a war; but perhaps the way to avoid one, 
is to feem not afraid of one, and prepared for one. But all this, you know 
much better than I, and therefore I muft begg to have your thoughts in con¬ 
fidence, upon the fituation of affairs, what you think is like to be the event? 
how the cardinal and French minifters are inclined ? what the Dutch will do, 
and how far the court of Spain will pulh us? Our whole depends upon mak¬ 
ing a good end of our foreign affairs, which is the reafon of my giving you this 
trouble. My brother is much your’s, and fo are our brother Walpoles, tho’ 
they none of them know of my writing to you. My kind fervice to Poyntz. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

Mentions the iifcontent and difplea fire of lord Totunjhtnd , becaufe lord Har¬ 
rington is to fucceed him as fecretary offate.’—Hints that fir Robert Walpole 
had obtained by means of queen Caroline , the king's approbation of their 
meafures, in oppofition to lord Totun/hend. 

MY DEAR LORD, Whitehall, March it ,—.April 4, 17 * 9 — 3 °. 

J Received the favour of your two private letters, in your own and Mr. 

Blair’s letter; the laft I immediately communicated to fir Robert and Ho¬ 
race, and we agreed that the reafoning in it was fo good, that it fhould be fent 
to the king; but as lord Townfhend has of late taken all occafions to do you 
all the ill offices he cquld, we thought he might make an ill ufe of your letter, 
and therefore have not fhewed it to him; and you will fee by what I fhall fay 
to you, that we did not judge wrong about it. Ever fince you have been gone, 
imagineing, I fuppofe, that you are to be his fucceffour, (you may guefs from 
whence we chiefly have our intelligence, and therefore, tho’ my friendfhip to 
you, will not lett me conceal it from you, I am fure you will take no notice of 

it. 
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Period IV. Q r lett it have any other effecl, but to fhew him how unjuft his fufpicions 
1727^0^730 * reprefentations have been) his manner of talking upon your fubjeft, has 
been lower and meaner, than one could well have imagined him capable of; 
but his favourite topick is, your want of courage and refolution in bufinefs, 
and he pretends to have been told by one, to whom he fays you faid, you went 
abroad at the rifle of your neck; and he takes great pains to {hew that fuch a 
difpofition can never fucceed. He blames loudly your inftruftions, which he 
fays were drawn up by yourfelf, and now has attacked you for having even 
exceeded thofe inftru&ions. ■ Your joint difpatch, which is all he has feen, 
has made him outrageous; he fays we have been wrong from the beginning, 
nothing but the plan of operations will do, all thoughts of declarations or pro- 
pofals to the emperour, are ridiculous, and that there is no common fenfe in 
any thing, but in a letter, Poyntz wrote before you left England. 

Laft week I having been much taken up in the houfe of lords, he, I fup- 
pofe, vented himfelf with our matter, and in fhort, on Sunday laft, wrote the 
inclofed * letter to the king, which, with the anfwer, he fent to Horace on Sun¬ 
day night, his lordfhip being to go, to Norfolk, as he did, on Monday morning. 
Before I knew any thing of this, I had prepared my letter to you both, pretty 
much in the manner it now is, which was approved by fir Robert Walpole and 
Horace; but after lord Townfhend’s paper, I difpaired of the king’s fuffering 
f To the it to go. But our good friend fir Robert took it to a certain t place, and in 
queen. fhort, we h ave carried our point, notwithstanding all that had paft, and the king 
it extreamly pleafed with the letter, as it now is, which, all things confider’d, 
I am fure you mull approve. His lordfhip has reprefented us, as giving up 
Hanover quite, and has worked much with the king upon that head; and alfo, 
that we had neglected pufhing the plan of operations, which he fays, had right 
sneafures been taken, would have been fettled long ago. You may imagine, in 
thefe circumftances, as well as really from an opinion, that we were always of, 
that it was neceflary to fettle as fooa as poflible i'ome plan: I have puflied 
it very ftrongly in nay letter to you, and I mutt indeed recommend it to you 
snoft earneftly, that you would either gett France to agree to the plan, or fome- 
thing of that kind, or fhew the king that it is not your fault, and that no pains 
have been wanting on your part. For the fame reaion, I mutt begg you, would 
do what you can about the German points, Mecklenburgh &c. But as I have 

* Printed among the notes between lord Townlhend and the king. 


wrote 
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wrote about that in a private letter to you, I muft delire you to anfwer me in Period IV. 

I 7 <2 7 tO 17 

the fame manner, and that you would keep thofe letters by themfelves, as I < . - ■ * 

intend to do the draughts of them. If you fucceed in thefe two grand points, 1730* 
our friend will be quite difappointed. But what a creature is he to be playing 
fuch a part. A very great perfon, told me this evening, that you were worfe with 
him than fir Robert Walpole. I muft again begg of you to take no notice 
of thefe hints, which I only fend you, that you may know how things Hand 
here. Nothing, I think, can be a greater proof of my friend fir Robert’s regard 
for you, than the refentment the other {hews to you. I am in hopes all will 
do well. 

Lord Townlhend talks ftill of going out affoon as the parliament is up. 

"Whither he intends it or no, I can’t tell, but it muft end in that. I am in 
great hopes our fcheme of miniftry will now be foon fettled: alfoon as it'is, 

'or I can judge any thing certain about it, you {hall know it. The only thing 
I think, or att leaft, flatter myfelf is fure, is what relates to you. Lett us have 
fome brifk refolution about the plan of operations, and fome ftrong affurances 
about Hanover, and we fhall be able to defy him, and all he can do. But 
tho’ I write fo ftrong about operations, we {hall be all here (king and queen 
not excepted) very glad, if Fonfeca’s propofal about Italy, could finifti every 
thing, and therefore, it is to be managed with great caution and prudence. 

It is not to be wonder’d att, that the king doubts a little the fincerity of any 
thing flung out by the imperial miniftry; but, however, I think you are now 
perfectly apprifed of all we can do here, what our thoughts and wifhes are; 

" but the plan of operations muft be preffed. Forgive me for faying fo much 
to you, and to you only, you know our circumftances. All friends,, and par¬ 
ticularly Harry, fend their compliments.. Mine to Poyntz. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON AND 

STEPHEN POYNTZ. ,> 

Thinks it improper to attack the Aujlrian Netherlands.—Propofes to guaranty 
the pragmatic fanBion, provided the emperor will confent to the ad?niJJion 
of Spanifh garrifons in Parma and Florence -—Settles the propojed attach 
v againfi the emperor.—And puts off the divijion of the conquered countries 
to a future time . 


MY 
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P -nod IV. 


MY LORD, AND SIR, 


Whitehall, March 24—April 4, 1730* 


1727 to 1730 . j Received by Bowyer, the meffenger, on the 18th inftant, the honour of your 
Walpole. excellencies, moft fecret letter of the 14th—25th, and lay’d it before the 
Papers, king; but the affairs in parliament, for fome days, having required my con- 
Mefi fecnt, ftant attendance, I have been obliged till now, to deferr the fending you his 
majefly’s commands upon the contents of it. 

Before I enter into the particulars of your excellencies’ letter, I muff in ge¬ 
neral acquaint you, that his majefty was extreamly concerned, to find that fo 
little progrefs had been made in forming the plan of operations, and mutual 
fecurity, which his majefty imputes to the extravagant views of the Spaniards 
on the one hand, and the backwardnefs, not to fay timidity of the French on 
the other. And as the king thinks, that it is now high time to come to fome 
conclufion upon this head, that Spain may be convinced the allys are in ear- 
neft to perform their engagements, and for that purpofe are ready to take 
fuch meafures as will enable them to do it by force, if there fhould be a ne- 
ceffity for it; fo the emperor may fee, that if he does not confent to the peace¬ 
able introduction of Spanifh garrifons, fuch a plan is lay’d, as will make it 
impoffible for him to give any oppofition to it; which the king thinks will the 
more incline him to confent to any ultimatum, that fhall be thought proper to 
be offer’d him. 


That your excellencies may be perfectly apprized of his majefty’s fenti- 
ments, in what manner this may be done with the greateft profpeft of fuccefs, 
and liable to the leaft objection, his majefty has confidered the propofal given 
in by the Spanifh minifters, at your laft conference, and the account that your 
excellencies give of what pafs’d upon that occafion. His majefty was very 
glad to find, that the Garde des S9eaux had affured you, that the French were 
ready toreftrain themfelves in whatever manner fhould be thought proper, from 
acquiring any part of the emperor’s pofleflions; which his majefty thinks, in the 
forming of any plan, or taking of any meafures, fhould be thoroughly urider- 
ftood, as well for the fervice of the common caufe, as for engaging the allies 
more heartily in the purfuit of it. For the fame reafon, the king entirely 
agrees with the Dutch minifters, that it would be highly improper to think of 
attacking the epiperor in the Netherlands; but that all that fhould be done 
on that fide, is to be upon the defenfive, and to prevent the imperial troops 
that are there, from being fent to reinforce the emperor’s army in other 
parts. 

The 
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The method which the king thinks would at once bring the emperor to a Period 
compliance, remove all the difficulties that the Dutch feem to have, and not * 7 ' 2710 
be liable to moft of thofe which the cardinal apprehended, would be for the 1730 
allys to affemble a body of troops at Hailbron, or fomewhere between the 
Neckau and the Mein, to confift of French, which fhould bejoyn’d by Hef- 
fians, Danes, Englifh, Hanoverians, and Dutch, upon their march towards 
Silefia or Bohemia, in the manner that was propofed in 1727, as you will find 
in Mr. Walpole and colonel Arm ftrong’s joint letter to me of 16—27 May, 
that year, of which I inclofe a copy; and when once fuch an army is affembled 
in thofe parts, it will be very eafy to march into the emperor’s countrys, either 
of Bohemia or Silefia, and intimidate him from giving any oppofition to the 
execution of our engagements in Italy. And it is moft probable, that if the 
court of Vienna could but have a notion, that fuch a meafure was refolved 
on, they would readily give into any ultimatum, that fhould be offer’d on the 
part of the allys. 

Before this could be putt in execution, we fhou’d fee clearly what the king 
of Pruffia would do, and for that reafon, it will be neceffary for the allys to 
agree to a fuitable declaration to be made to him, in order to know what part 
he will take, which in all probability would difpofe him to agree to what 
fhould be propofed to him. But if after all, his Pruffian majefty fhould joyn 
with the emperor, this army, or part of it, might then march towards Grave, 
and by entering the dutchy of Cleeves, prevent him from giving the emperor 
much affiftance. The objeQion, that the cardinal made, with relation to the 
princes of the empire, his majefty thinks, may eafily be removed, fince we 
fhall have but little advantage from our treaty with the four eleftors, if it will 
not entitle the allys to a paffage for their troops through their countrys; and 
if they agree to it, with thofe that are already in alliance with us, there is lit¬ 
tle reafon to apprehend any oppofition from the other princes of the empire. 

I may in confidence acquaint your excellencies, though you will take no no¬ 
tice of it, that one great inducement to his majefty, for preferring a fcheme of 
this nature to all others, is, that it is not only the moft probable one to fuc- 
ceed, but it is not liable to the obje&ion of overturning the ballance of power, 
or weakening that intereft too much, which at another time may be neceffary 
for the fupport of it. 

If fome fuch plan as this be once agreed to, the difficultys relating to the 
war in Italy, will in great meafure ceafe; fince it is not to be imagined, that 

von. 11. part 11. 4 s the 
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Period IV. the emperor will have his own country expofed to be overrun with fuch an 
1 727101730. arm ^ p Ure iy f or t h e fake of preventing the admiflion of Spanilh garrifons into 

Tufcany and Parma. 

Your excellencies will be pleafed to communicate thefe his majefty’s 
thoughts to the cardinal and Garde des S^eaux, and acquaint them, that if 
fomething of this kind be not forthwith refolved on, there is great reafon to 
fear, that the emperor may keep us in fufpence, and prevent the execution of 
the treaty of Seville, by which we may run a rifk of lofing Spain, the de¬ 
taching of which from the emperor, has coft the allys fo much pains and 
trouble; and therefore the king hopes they will no longer delay coming to a 
refolution upon this head. You will alfo communicate thefe his majefty’s 
fentiments, to the Dutch minifters, and even to the Spaniards, if you think it 
advileable; and you will fhew the Spanifh minifters, how ready and forward 
his majefty is to take all reafonable meafures for the execution of his engage¬ 
ments, which, if not done, cannot be imputed to the king. 

Having now given your excellencies his majefty’s thoughts fully upon the 
plan of operations, I come to anfwer the remaining part of your letter. The 
king was very much furprifed to find, that the Dutch minifters had not yet re¬ 
ceived dire&ions to joyn in the declaration propofed in the inftruQions, fince 
it was communicated to the penfionary two months ago, and formed upon this 
plan: but, however, as what the cardinal di&ated to Mr. Fonfeca, is in great 
meafure conformable to that declaration, his majefty thinks, that this matter 
lhould reft, till we can agree upon an ultimatum to be offer’d to the empe¬ 
ror, in cafe he lhould refufe what the cardinal has propofed to him; except 
that your excellencies and the Dutch minifters fhou’d take a proper oppor¬ 
tunity to let the imperial minifters know, that his majefty and the Dutch are 
in the fame fentiments towards the emperor; but that whatever his imperial 
majefty’s refolution may be, they are determined forthwith to execute their 
engagements to Spain, in the manner ftipulated by the treaty of Seville. 

As to what the imperial minifters here lett fall in converfation, his majefty 
is far from having any objeftion to the guarantying the fucceffion of the em¬ 
peror’s poffeffioris in Italy to the Caroline arch-ducheffee, if his imperial ma¬ 
jefty would, on that condition, confent to the introdu&ion of Spanifh garrifons 
into Tufcany and Parma, and adjuft all the difputes fubfifting between him and 
the allys. And therefore your excellencies may concur with the Dutch mi¬ 
nifters in endeavouring to dilpofe the cardinal to confent to the forming of a 

plan 
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plan upon this principle; to be propofed by the allys to the emperor, as an ul- Period IV. 
tim&tum, in cafe his eminency’s fecret negotiation with Mr. Fonfeca, fhould t 72 ~°— 73 ° r 
not fucceed. But as this appears to have been the penfionary’s thought fome 1730. 
time ago, and feems now to be flung out in a manner by the imperialifts them- 
feives, your excellencies will take care to manage it in fuch a way, as that the 
Spaniards may not imagine it arofe from his majefty, or think him backward 
in the execution of his engagements to Spain. And his majefty is of opinion, 
for the reafons your excellencies mention, that it is very poffible, the French 
and Spaniards may both be brought to confent to it. However, though thefe 
are his majefty’s fentiments, yet in order to have this propofal accepted by the 
emperor, whenever the allys Ihall think fit to make it, your excellencies will 
prefs the fettling forthwith the plan of operations, and not let the cardinal di¬ 
vert you from entering immediately upon that confideration, by giving you 
diftant hopes of agreeing hereafter to this propofal, and by that means lofe the 
whole feafon in negotiation, and continue things another year upon the foot 
they'are at prefent. 

His majefty agrees in opinion with the French miniftry, that it would be a - 
great advantage to the common interefts of Europe, if a proper match could 
be had for don Carlos, to prevent his marrying one of the arch-ducheffes, and 
would gladly joyn-in promoting it; and his majefty wou’d have your excel¬ 
lencies endeavour to learn more fully the cardinal’s fentiments upon it, and 
whether he has any particular perfon in view for this purpofe. 

The king entirely approved the alfurances which were given by the mi- 
nifters of all the'allys, in your joynt conference to thofe of Spain, agreeable 
to what is prefcribed in your inftru&ions; and alfo your propofing to them, 
that Spain fhould begin, without further lofs of time, to attempt the introduc¬ 
tion of Spanifh garrifons, with the force agreed upon by the treaty of Seville, 
to which his majefty would add, that it fhould be offerred to the confideration 
of their court, whether it might not be proper for them to have, at Barcelona, 
a number of their troops and tranfports in readinefs to be employed in fup- 
porting the introdu&ion, if it fhould be oppofed. Your excellencies were 
very right in affuring the Spanifh minifters, that his majefty’s quota, both of 
Ships and troops, fhould be ready, whenever they fhall be demanded; and 
you may let them know, that two fhips of the line of battle, will be forthwith 
fent to joyn the four men of war now in the Mediterranean, and that two bat¬ 
talions of 600 men each (officers included) will be taken either from Gibral¬ 
tar or Port Mahon. 


4 s a 


Since 
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Period IV. Since the French are fo averfe to fend any of their troops to Italy by fea, 
i 7 z 7 to 1730 .. tw - u be themore necefiary to fecure forthwith the king of Sardinia in the in- 
tereft of the allys; and therefore your excellencies will acquaint the cardinal 
and the reft of the minifters, that his majefty is of opinion, that the allys 
Ihould immediately take proper meafures for that purpofe; and you will learn 
the fentiments of the cardinal and the other minifters, in what manner it will 
be moft advifeable to apply to the king of Sardinia, in order to induce him 
to take part with us. 

The' divifion of conquefts, will, according to his majefty’s fcheme of a war, 
if it becomes neceifary, be a very diftant profpeft. Your excellencies will 
therefore endeavour to putt off for the prefent, any particular conlidcration 
on this head, but you will in general give the Spaniards to underftand, that 
whenever this happens to be the cafe, the firft ufe that ought to be made, of 
any advantages the allys may obtain, is to fecure the execution of the treaty of 
Seville, and for the reft, the allys ought to have a proportionable fhare, and 
that England will expefl a reafonable compenfation for the part we fliall bear 
in the expenfe of the war. As to what was defired by the Dutch minifters, 
that the regiments fhou’d be fpecified which the king will fend to their afliftance, 
as his majefty’s quota upon the foot of the defenfive alliance with them, in 
cafe they ihould be attacked, your excellencies will acquaint them, that his ma¬ 
jefty intends the Heflian troops for that fervice, if there fhould be occafion, and 
that his majefty will alfo have 8000 or 10,000 Englifh in readinefs to be font 
wherever it may be moft ufefull for the fervice of the common caufe. I have 
referred to the lords commiffioners of the admiralty, by his majefty’s order, 
that part of your excellencies* letter, which relates to the preventing of dis¬ 
putes between the fquadrons, about precedency and ceremonial when they 
joyn, and particularly what had been agreed upon a like occafion in 1692, 
that councills of war Ihould be held on board one of the Dutch fliips; and as 
foon as I have their report, you fhall know his majefty’s pleafure upon it. In the 
mean time, his majefty would be glad to know what rank the grand prior, who 
is propofed to command the F rench fquadron, has, that Jus majefty may have 
an admiral of equal rank to command his fquadron. 

As to the affair of the guaranty of Berg and Juliers, about which fo much 
time, and fo many confederacies and letters to and fro, have been employed, 
his majefty wifhes, that the French minifters would agree to the declaration, 
which I laft fent you, and to the inclofed fecret article, made conformable to 
it. But if you cannot prevail with them to let them Hand as they are, his ma¬ 
jefty 



ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 


jetty will confent that the words, at the end of the declaration, excepted againft ^ PeHod Iv * 
by Mr. Chauvelin, viz. aujfi him que celuy du fecond article fepare et fecret , ? 7 1 

may be omitted, rather than the negociation fhould break off, and on condition I 73°* 
that the French do immediately fettle the plan of operations, and concurr in 
difpofing the princes of the empire to confent, that the allys Ihould make fuch 
motions as are neceffary for putting that plan in execution. However, the king 
has not thought fitt to lett count Broglio know, that his majefly will depart from 
thefe words. It being probable, from the abbe Franguiny’s letters to the Garde 
des S$eaux, and the marquis de Santa Cruz, that the grand duke, in his own 
difpofition, is not fo averfe to the peaceable introduction of Spanifh garrifons, 
and the fecuringof don Carlos’ fucceffion, being what is generally wifh’d for 
by the people of Florence of all ranks and degrees, his majefly would have 
you offer it to the cardinal’s confideration, whether it would,not be right for 
the minifters of the allys at that court, to endeavour to prevail with the fenator 
Montemagni, who is the only minifter of the great duke, that has accefs to him, 
to difpofe his matter to confent at once to the peaceable introduction, and to of¬ 
fer that gentleman a handfome prefent, to be made him by the allys, in order to 
engage him to do fo important a fervice, and which would be fomuch for the 
intereft, and fo agreeable to the inclinations of his own country; taking care, 
however, that fenator Montemagny fhould not imagine, that the allys were 
the leaft backward in procuring that introduction by force, if the grand duke 
fhould not confent to it. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Rejoices at the fuccefs in parliament.—Opinion prevalent, that the adminijlration 

would fall. 

DEAR SIR, Vienna, April iz 7 1730. 

J Return you a thoufand thanks for the honour of your letter of the 13th Waldegrave 
paft. It was very good in you to think of me, and to give up fo much of Pafers ‘ 
your time in the explanation of fome matters, of which the newfpapers had Draught. 
brought me but an imperfefl: account. However, all my intelligencers did 
you a piece of juftice, which you deny yourfelf, and I hope, that as an old 
friend, I may without compliment or flattery, heartily congratulate you on the 
fliare you have had in this glorious feffion of parliament, which has proved, 
notwithftanding the joint efforts of the ill-intentioned, fo much to his majefty’s 
honour, and fo ample a juftification of the condudl of his faithfull fervants. 

You 
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Period IV. You may eafily imagine, what notions this court was led into by their in- 
1727^)1730 . f orme rs. It was taken for granted,, that the prefent miniftry would be but 
fhort lived, and forne here, were, I am very well affured, good natured enough 
to me, to pretend to be forry for the fituation I was in, which was to involve me 
in my friends* misfortunes. However, I have reafon to believe, that their late 
advices are very different from the former, and that they begin to find out, that 
their prefent friends in England, are not to be depended upon j and prince Eu¬ 
gene told me laft night, that the court party had taken the upper hand, and 
• carryed every thing before it. I am very much concerned at what you tell 
me of a friend of our’s refolution. On all account, I wilh it was to be alter¬ 
ed, tho’ from the manner you write, it is hardly to be expe&ed. I beg you 
will prefent my humble refpe&s to fir Robert; and that you will believe me, 
that nobody can be with greater truth and refpe 0 :, than I am, dear fir, See. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 
Informs him that he will not remain long at Vienna.—Of his own intention to 
refign.—And that lord Harrington will fucceed to the office of fecretary 
offate. 

MV LORD, Whitehall, April 21—May*, 173 °' 

^HOUGH I could not fpeak fo fully and openly in my other letter, I may 
, ■ — in this acquaint your lordfhip in confidence, that the time of your con- 
tinning at Vienna, cannot but be very fhort. Mr. Walpole is already here, 
Copy, and will not return to Paris, unlefs it be barely upon a compliment, and to take 

leave of the French court. Mr. Poyntz will very foon be recalled from 
thence, his majefty defigning to give him fome employment here at home: 
and as for my lord Harrington, he is, as I am perfuaded, intended to fucceed 
me in the poll of fecretary of ftate, which I {hall very foon have his majefty’s 
leave to refign. As I inform’d your lordfhip, when I laft had the pleafure of 
feeing you, of my refolution to take this ftep, I have not .fince thought it ne- 
ceflary to trouble you with any particulars concerning it. I fhall only take 
the liberty to allure you, that I am fo fenfible of their majefty’s great goodnefs 
to me, upon, this and all other occafipns, that I fhall always to the utmoft 
of my power, contribute to fupport their intereft and fervice. I cannot in¬ 
form your lordfhip, whom his majefty intends for your fucceffor at Vienna, 
that being not yet determined, and therefore fhall only add to this troubl^j 
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my fincere congratulations upon this freflimark of the king’s value and efteetn Period IV. 
for you, together with the a durances of my being always with, &c. • 1727101730 

P. S. Your lordfhip will be pleaded to obferve the utmoft fecrecy with re- 1730. 
gard to the contents of this letter. 


HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Efforts of oppojition , wholly defeated in parliament.—Lord Townjhend de¬ 
termined to refgn.—Arrangements to be taken by Jir Robert Walpole , in 
conference of that event. 

MY LORD, April 21—May ar, 1730* 

'JjTPON my return out of the country, where I had been for a few days, I Waldegrav* 
mett with the melancholy news of lady Waldegrave’s death, at which, I Papers, 
heartily condole with your lordlhip. 

This feffion of parliament, is in a manner come to a conclufion, and I think 
I may fay to a glorious conclufion, for the intereft of his majefty, and the 
honour of his minifters, for the boldnefs and violence of the oppolition, where 
all the forces of the ennemy from all quarters, were united and collefled; 
and all the artillery of falfehood and fcandal, was flung, in to make the ennemys 
army appear more formidable, made the viQory more compleat and decifive, 
as is ufual after great battles. Skirmilhes, that have happened lince the day 
of Dunkirk, have ferved only to expofe the weaknefs of the opponents, tho’ 
certainly intended to give the ennemys abroad, courage and countenance, and 
to make Richenbach, the Pruffian minifter,- and other foreign, not to fay do- 
meftick fcriblers, write falfe and wonderful! accounts of the fpeeches made 
againft the court. Though I cannot but think but your’s will by this time be¬ 
come fenfible, how vain their expectations mull; have been, and how fruitlefs 
any meafures muft be,'that are grounded upon the hopes of a party here, 
ftrong enough to fupport the imperiall court, in their oppofition to the engage¬ 
ments of the treaty of Seville. For the allys begin know to feel, that their 
moderation is no otherwife received by the imperiall minifters, than to gain 
time, and to amufe them, without any intention of an accommodation, as if the 
allys were not ftrong enough, nor united well enough to concert and execute 
a vigorous plan for fulfilling the engagements with Spain. But they will cer¬ 
tainly be difappointed at Vienna in this empty notion, as much as they were in 
that of the minifters being diftreffed in England. I ihall not pretend to tell 

your 
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your lordfhip, what plan has been concerted at Paris, you will hear that from 
better hands; but certain it is, that orders are given for feverall battallions 
both here and in Ireland, to gett ready for an embarkation on the firft notice* 
which, together with what we have already in Gibraltar and Port Mahon, will 
make a confiderable quota on our part. 

I hinted to you before the refolution of a great man to retire: that is fixed 
and unalterable, as foon as the parliament is up, and as feverall places are 
vacant, fir Robert Walpole has been employed in feveral conferences with his 
majefty to fill them up, and upon his advice, the king has refolved, as I am 
told, to make lord Wilmington privy-feall, with a falary of 3000 1 . per ann. 
and lord Trevor prefident of the council, with 4000 1 . per ann. The duke of 
Dorfett will goe lord lieutenant to Ireland, Mr. Horace Walpole is to be 
made cofferer, and *tis thought, that lord Harrington will be fecretary of ftate, 
as foon as lord Townfhend has refigned. And it is believed, and not without 
reafon, that your lordfhip will be named for ambafladour at Paris, as what will 
be agreable to you. Nobody is yett mentioned to fucceed you at Vienna; but 
it is not at all unlikely, but that Mr. Robinfon may be fent thither minifter 
plenipotentiary, as being perfedly acquainted with the ftate of affairs in Eu¬ 
rope, untill fome other fhall be thought of to refide there, or untill the fuc- 
cefs of the events of this year, with regard to peace and war be feen. If your 
lordfhip has any objedion to going to Paris, you will lett me know by the firft 
opportunity, and I will mention it where it is proper; but I am told, that 
marfhall Berwick wifhed to have you in France, as what might be agreeable 
to you. 

I had like to forgett to tell you, that in the laft debate upon the ftate of the 
nation, in the houfe of lords; lord Strafford moved that the Heffian troops 
•were burthenfome and ufelefs; and it was carried in the negative, eighty 
againft twenty. 

This day the opponents moved in the houfe of commons (upon the rumour 
of troops being ordered to hold themfelves in readynefs) an addrefs to his 
majefty to lay the fecret article of the treaty of Seville before the parliament, 
and after a debate of about an hour and half, it was carried in the negative, 
no’s 277, aye’s 75, and it plainly appeared by this debate, and by the com¬ 
plexion of the houfe, that they will fupport his majefty in fulfilling his engage¬ 
ments for the execution of the treaty of Seville. Your’s molt affedion- 
ately, &c. 


THE 
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THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

King's predileBion for Hanover.—Difpofal of employments.—Congratulates 
himfelf that he Jhall have lord Harrington for his colleague.—Expreffes 
a high fenfe of the great alligations which they owe to fr Robert Wal¬ 
pole.—Lord Townfhend will ref gn.—Sends him alif of the new admini- 
fration. 

MY DEAR LORD, Newcastle Houfe> April 23—May 4, 1730. 


Period IV. 
17271:01730. 
t-- $ 

1730. 


J Am perfwaded you do me the juftice to think that my other letter to you, Harrington 

makes me as happy as man can be in the employment I now have. The P a P ers ' 
profpeCt I have of your affiftance and advice in the execution of my office. Private. 
and my dependence in every thing upon your friendffiip, give me more joy 
than I am able to exprefs. And as we all owe our happy fituation to fir 
Robert Walpole’s friendffiip (not forgetting Horace) I hope you will forgive 
me (who have feen what I daily fee) if I affure you, greater obligations can¬ 
not be to any man, than you, my brother, and I, have to him, tho’ it 
would take up too much of your time, to explain them all to you at prefent. 

Sir Robert and Horace both write to you by this meffenger. Pray write warm 
and affeftionate letters to them both. 

Lord Townffiend certainly goes out the laft day of the feffions, which will 
be in lefs than a fortnight. He has already, as it were, taken his leave, and 
has the king’s permiffion to refign the feals, when the parliament rifes. I ffiall 
not fay much upon this fubjeEt. I have had two free conferences with 
king and queen. Hanover is lord Townffiend’s great merit, and we have 
been all reprefented as wanting zeal , &c. I have been forced to purge my- 
felf, and have flung in a word or two for you, when proper. The king told 
me, his dependance for Hanover, muft now be upon you and I. I am per¬ 
fwaded you will write fuch an anfwer to my letter, as will ffiew the king he 
may depend upon you. But I would lubmitt it to you, whether it may not 
be proper for you, to take this occafion of writing a letter of thanks to the 
king, with affurances, that may comprehend all his majefty’s interefts; and if 
you will fend it to me, under a flying feal, I will advife with fir Robert, whether 
it ffiall be given to the king or not. 

I fuppofe you will be preparing to come homej for affoon as lord Townf- 

vol. 11. part 11. 4 t hend 
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Period IV. bend is out, I fhall want you here, and muft have you. Lord Waldegrave is 
1727^01730 . a | rea( | y wrote to b e j n readinefs to come to Paris, upon the firft notice. 

Robinfon, we think, fhould go to Vienna, but that is not fixed. Your friend, 
Tom Pelham, is to be fecretary to the embafly to lord Waldegrave; and we 
all wifh, for r£afons we will tell you hereafter, that you would continue Mr. 
Wefton, your commiffioner. Tilfon, I conclude, you will not think of re¬ 
moving. I fend you enclofed, our fcheme of employments. You will take 
no notice of them to any body. Sure a better fcheme never was made. 
Lord Wilmington will, if rightly managed, be a great ftrength to us. God 
blefs fir Robert, ’tis all his doing; and lett us in return, refolve to make him 
as happy as we can, and have but one thought and one way, acting in every 
thing for the king’s fervice, which muft make us a happy, and I think, a fuccefs- 
ful miniftry. Don’t mention the lift of employments to any body but Poyntz, 
’Tis not quite fettled. 

P. S. Sir R. has been fo taken up this evening, that he beggs you would 
excufe him till the next meffenger goes. 

THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Uncertainty of peace or war. 

DEAR SIR, Vienna, April 26, 2730, 

Waldegrave Y^U are ver ^ °klig> n g in continuing to inform me of what paffes in En- 
Papers. gland; I wifh in return I cou’d fend you any thing from hence worth 

your notice. You were rightly informed with relation to the fimple ftorys- 
that were fent over; I am forry that poor Kinfky fhould have been fo mifled, 
he feemed to be quite otherwife difpofed when I parted from him laft at Ha¬ 
nover. We are here, according to all appearance, under a ftate of uncertainty; 
one day, nothing but peace, the next, war is unavoidable. I don’t hear that 
any kind of preparation is making amongft the general officers for their equi¬ 
pages, nor that any are appointed to command the great body of troops that 
are on their march for Italy; it is believed, that till its determined where 
prince Eugene is to command, the other general will not be named, that he 
may take with him, thofe he likes beft to have about him. 


HORACE 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO LORD HARRINGTON AND S. POYNTZ. Periodic. 

1727 to 1730. 

To prefs the attack on Sicily y as the mojl likely method to force the emperor v — 
to accede.—Order given hy the king to have troops in readinefs for fo- l 73°* 
reign fervice, alarms the imperial embaffador.—Oppoftion move for the 
fecret articles of the treaty of Seville.—Lofe it by a great majority *— 

Difficulties about the double marriage with Pruffia.—Lord Harrington to 
be made fecretary of fate % on the refignation of lord Townf lend*—Lord 
Wilmington 9 s cordial union with the minifer % confounds oppoftion. 

MY LORD, AND SIR, London, April 23—May 4, 1730, 

to the public affairs where you are, your excellencys will be fully in- Harrington 
formed by the duke of Newcaftle, of his majefty’s refolution to conform ** a P ers * 
himfelfe in every refpe£t to your laft difpatcb, relating to the attack of Sicily; 
to concur with the French and Dutch minifters, in reprefenting to the Spanifh 
court, the difficulty of a defcent upon Naples, as well as the profpeft of fuccefs 
for fulfilling the engagements of the treaty of Seville, by that of Sicily; which 
in all probability, will bring the emperor to hearken to the propofitions, that may 
be fuggefted to him for an accommodation, or perhaps difpofe the Spanyards, 
if the emperor Ihould be difficult or dilatory in his anfwer (which I own I 
very much apprehend) to clofe with the propofal of the great duke, to receive 
don Carlos in perfon, and fettle his fucceffion, which, in my opinion, is the 
molt defirable fcheme, if it will fatisfye Spain. But in all events, it is very 
poffible, that the great duke will not refift (notwithftanding what the empe- 
rour’s threats have obliged him to declare) the introduQion of the^ troops, 
when they arrive before Leghorn; and" that even his own people will be dif- 
pofed to forward their admiffion, unlefs the emperour, beforehand, will ftrike 
fo bold a ftroak, as to make himfelf matter of Tufcany. 

In the mean time, while the intimation, which was given here by the king’s 
orders, for regiments to be in readynefs, without declaring for what fervice (al- 
tho’ founded upon the propofall of 8000 men, as the king’s quota) extreamly 
alarmed the opponents here, and the freinds to count Kinfki, to fuch a degree, 
that they moved the houfe on Tuefday, for an addrefs to have the fecret ar- 
ticles-of the treaty Seville, lay’d before them, but without any fpirit or ftrength 
to fupport fuch an extraordinary propofition, as appeared in the debate, and 
in. the divifion. The qqeftion paffed in the negative, by 197 againft 75, and 

4x2 indeed 
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Period IV. indeed, the zeal was unanimoufly on the court’s fide. It is fayd, that this 
1727J01730 . mot j on aro f e f rom a concert with count Kinfky, who fent the night before, an 
exprefs to his court, with an account, that 8000 men were ordered for fo¬ 
reign fervice; and he told his friends here, that upon the arrival of his exprefs, 
he was fure the emperour would order his troops to march into Leghorn. 

As to the court of Pruffia, you will have heard, that the affairs of the con- 
grefs of Brunfwick, are determined; but nothing is yett certain about the mar¬ 
riages, the king of Pruffia having infilled upon that of the prince of Wales 
with the princefs royal of Pruffia; without taking notice of the other. Sir 
Charles Hotham’s orders, on the other fide, are peremptory, not to confent to 
one marriage, without the other; but not to declare that openly, or direfitly 
to any perfon but Kniphaufen; and fir Charles has condufiled himfelfe in fuch a 
manner, as to make the king of Pruffia conclude, that his majefty expecls the 
double marriage, and at the fame time, has not refufed to confent to the fingle 
one of the prince of Wales. But he has been fo preffed to fpeak out, that be 
has been obliged to difpatch an exprefle for farther orders; intimating at the 
fame time, as if he had it from undoubted hands, that the king of Pruffia will like- 
wife confent to the marriage of the prince royall to a princefs of England, if the 
prince royall might be made ftadthoulder, or regent of Hanover, and the royall 
couple might goe to refide there. This propofition of the prince royall of 
Pruffia, being made ftathoulder of Hanover, was entirely rejefited by his ma- 
jeftyi notwithftanding all his minifters were for it. In the mean time, before 
the courier was difpatched back again to Berlin, letters from fir Charles Ho- 
tham, brought an account that the king of Pruffia might be contented, and the 
double marriage be made at the fame time, if the princefs, to be married to the 
prince royall of Pruffia, might be made regent of Hanover, to which his ma¬ 
jefty has confented, and the courrier is fent fome days fince, with that confent 
to Berlin. This I tell you in confidence, becaufe I don’t know whether the 
duke of Newcaftle will be able to obtain his majefty’s leave, which he intends to 
afk this day, to inform you of it, and I muft leave it your excellency to judge, 
whether either of you will, in confidence, mention this important affair to the 
cardinal only, as an inftance of his majefty’s readynefs to come to an entire 
accommodation with the king of Pruffia.' 

As I fhall not return to France, except it is to take my leave of the court, 
his majefty is determined to fend my lord Waldegrave thither, but as it will 

be 
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be likewife neceffary to have fome perfon, that is perfe&ly well apprifed Period IV. 
of the prefent ftate of affairs at Vienna, before his Iordfhip quitts that place; 172710173 °, * 
it is likely that Mr. Robinfon will have orders to goe thither, with the charafler 1730. 

of minifter plenipotentiary, but this laft is not yett determined. However, 

I don’t know how *tis poffible to find out a perfon that is well enough informed, 
or that can goe time enough to Vienna, which court muff not be left without 
a minifter at this junfture, to fupply lord Waldegrave’s place for the prefent; 
untill things are entirely fettled, or entirely broken with the emperour. If 
fome orders be not fent immediately from the French court to their emiffary 
at Dunkirk, to begin the demolifhing of the works contrary to treaty, we 
are informed, that the adverfe party will mention the affair again in the houfe, 
before all the bufinefs is over. Your excellencys know the order was po- 
litive, that, the French commiffary fhould not only make a report, but fhould 
alfo demolifh the works, which he refufes to doe without farther orders: and 
Lafcelles writes this word every poll, the ennemys have alfoe their fpys at 
Dunkirk, that give them an account of the progrefs of this affair, and even 
Brinfden has been there. 

Lord Townfhend having declared to the king in form, that he will deliver 
up the feals the day the parliament is up, his majefty has refolved to make you, 
lord Harrington, fecretary of ftate, but will not have it declared, untill the 
refignation'of lord Townfhend; upon which, your excellency, I prefume, will 
have fome particular notice, in confidence, from the duke of Newcaftle. The 
acceflion of lord Wilmington to the adminiftration, efpecially in the manner 
it has been done by a perfeft union and concert with thofe already employed, 
has furprifed and ftruck the ennemys more than any thing that could happen. 

I hope the Dutch intend to furnifh their quota, upon the expedition for Italy, 
in troops, as well as the other powers; or elfe it may have an ill effeft here. 

I need not tell your excellency, Mr. Poyntz, how much thofe that will con¬ 
tinue in the adminiftration are, and will continue to be your fincere freinds 
and humble fervants; tho’ indeed their majeftys’ inclination is fo ftrong in your 
behalfe, that joyned with your own merit, you will want nobody’s affiftance. 

HORACE WALPOLE TO THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE. 

Quits his embajfy at Paris.—Lord Waldegrave to Jucceed him.—Things wear 
the appearance of a Jpeedy accommodation.—Calm and tranquillity in 
England. 

MY 
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Period IV. My LORD, London, May i—u, 173 °* 

1727101730. extreamly obliged to you, for the honour of your lordfhip’s letter of the 

Waldegrave ^ 2 6th paft, and for the noble prefent you intend me. As for Paris, it is un- 
Papers ' certain whither I fhall goe again; or at leaft, when I fhall goe, which to be 
fure, will be only to take my leave, and therefore the bell way will be to addrefs 
any thing for me at London. 

By the time your lordfhip will receive this, you will have his majefty’s per- 
miffion to leave Vienna, on account of particular affairs, but I believe your 
final! fettlement will end in being embaffadour at Paris. I will keep my houfe 
for you, untill I can hear from you; there will be a great many, but ufefull 
things relating to furniture, at your fervice: whether you will want a good 
chariott and a coach, not much the worfe for wearing, I can’t tell, but will 
expefit your commands, as well as for every elfe in my power, that may be for 
your fervice. 

The unanimity and vigour of the meafures of the allys, to fulfill their en¬ 
gagements of the treaty of Seville, at the fame time that they are willing to doe 
every thing that is reafonable for peace, will, I hope, bring matters foon to a 
determination one way or another. I never faw fo great a calm as there is at 
prefent, after fo great a ftorm that threatened once in parliament: nor was 
there ever, I believe, a greater fatisfaQion in all parts of the nation, as there is 
now in favour of the adminiftration. 

THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

Sir Robert Walpole's friend/hip for him. 

Harrington (Whitehall, May 2—13,1730.) I Had the honor of your private letter, 

■ which has given us all the greateft fatisfa&ion imaginable. I never faw fi r Robert 

fnvate. moie pleafed in my life, he promifed to write to you by this meffenger, but I 
find, has forgot it. He is moft fincerely your friend and fervant. The king 
and queen are both extreamly pleafed with your private letter fending over ' 
the key. I long to have you amongft us. I hope, in a few days, we fhall 
fend for you. Harry is much your fervant. 
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HORACE WALPOLE TO THE PLENIPOTENTIARIES. Period IV. 

v ' 1727:01730. 

Lord Town/hend refigns the feals. 

GENTLEMEN,' London, May 17—28, 1730. ' 1?3 °* 

J Am juft now return'd from my election at Yarmouth, and as I find his ma- Harrington 
jefty will expeQ. that I fhould fett out very foon for Paris, I fend this mef- i>a P ers> 
fenger privately, to" defire that Mr. Charters may come away forthwith with 
my chaife to Calais, where I hope to be on Saturday next, or the Monday fol¬ 
lowing at fartheft; and as the duke of Newcaftle will difpatch a meffenger to 
you, to-morrow, with an anfwer to your laft letters, I fhall only acquaint your 
excellencys, that lord Townlhend refign’d the feals on Fryday, and I mett him 
on the road to Norfolk, yefterday. You will learn the reft from his grace. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON. 

On the rejignation of lord Toxunfhend.—Informs lord Harrington of his ap¬ 
pointment to the office offecretagy of fate. 

MY LORD, Whitehall, May 19—30, 1730. 

J Have the king’s commands to acquaint your excellency, that my lord Harrington 
Townlhend having obtained his majefty’s permiffion to give up the feals of Pa P ers * 
fecretary of ftate, which he accordingly did laft Friday, his majefty intends, 
at your return, to honour you with them. But as Mr. Walpole is, in afejy 
days, to go back to Paris, the king would have you continue there till his ex¬ 
cellency comes, that as he will be able to explain to you and Mr. Poyntz, in 
the cleareft and moft particular manner, his majefty’s fentiments and intentions j 
and you two will beft apprize him of what has been doing at the court of 
France, fince he left it, and of the prefent difpofitions there, your excellency 
may, by your having all conferred together, be the better enabled at your re¬ 
turn, to give his majefty your opinion, concerning the important affairs nw 
depending at that court. But his majefty would have your excellency pre¬ 
pare yourfelf to come away as foon as poffible, after Mr. Walpole’s ar¬ 
rival at Paris. In the mean time, I fhall, by this day’s poft, notify to his ma¬ 
jefty’s minifters in the feveral courts in the northern department, your in¬ 
tended promotion, with his majefty’s orders to dire8: their difpatches to me, 

’till your excellency’s arrival. 

Give me leave to wife your excellency joy of fo diftinguifhing a mark of 

the 
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Period IV. the king’s favour and confidence, and to affure you, of the fatisfaftion that I 

jyjytOI7?0* u J 

> i * have, in the hopes of your advice and affiftance, in that fhare of his majefty’s 

fervice, with which I have the honour to be entrufted. 


THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE TO LORD HARRINGTON; 

General Jlate of affairs y and difpofitions of individuals.-—Rejoices at the re- 
Jignation of lord Townfhend. 

MY DEAR LORD, Claremont, May 25—June 5, 1730. 

Harrington ^017 may eafily imagine, that I am extreamly impatient for your return to 
Papere. us . not on ]y tLat I really want your affiftance, but that I long to fee 

Private . that compleated, which I have fo long wilhed. The only reafon that you was 
Copy. not fent for att fxrft, was, that it was thought Poyntz would be uneafy to be 
left alone, and that Horace . (who has been detained necefiarily, to take the 
•As cofferer. oaths* at the term) might have an opportunity of difcourfing fully with you, 
which indeed, I myfelf, think will he of fervice. You will find every thing 
here, as you can wifh; and I already perceive the advantage of having loft a 
bad brother, and lhall, I am perfwaded, foon find that of having a good one 
to the greateft degree imaginable. The foreign minifters (who have been all 
courted by lord Townlhend, to gett them into the views and meafures, in op- 
pofition to other people) mud be gained by us. Chamorel will aft an honeft 
part j and I wifh you could get an honeft man in the room of Broglio, for it is 
impoffible to do any thing with him. 

My dear friend, you muft now confider yourfelf in a quite different light 
from what you have ever been. We muft now greatly depend upon you, for 
direfting us (and. we cannot have a better guide) and as we fhall be jointly re- 
fponfible for every thing, we cannot be too earneft for the fuccefs of our af¬ 
fairs. We are all here full of doubts, though lord Townlhend, upon parting, 
faid, all was as good as done, if we we did not fpoil it. With what view, he 
faid it, one may eafily guefs: for God fake, bring either peace or war with 
you. For neither will lay us under the greateft difficulties imaginable. 
Sir Robert is pure gay, and does like an angel; Mr. Cofferer, the fame, 
whom you will foon fee. My beft refpefts to honeft Poyntz, and believe 
me, 8 cc. 

P. S. The paymafter is much your’s. I wifh you would fend an order to 
take lord Townfhend’s houfe in Cleaveland court, for your houfe muft be our 

rende- 
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rendezvous. I have ventured to make Mr. Tilfon very happy. I am fure Period IV. 
you will have ufe of him. Poor Wefton is very doubtful about his own , I 7 27l01 73 ? * 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO HORACE WALPOLE. 

Exprejfes his obligations to him and Jir Robert Walpole. 

DEAR SIR, • May 21, 1730. 

J Have received the honour of your’s of the 21ft paft, and muft repeat my Waldegrave 

thanks for the account you are fo good as to fend of your parliamentary Pa P ers - 

proceedings, and my congratulations on the profperous fituation his majefty’s Private. 

affairs are in, both at home and abroad. ~ n , 

Draught. 

The news you fend me relating to myfelf, is certainly very agreeable on fe- 
veral accounts, which I don’t mention here, fince I fee that the matter is to 
be kept private till further orders, but you can, I fancy, guefs at mod of 
them. I had by the laft poft, notice given me of this, by my lord duke of 
Newcaftle, his grace informs me, how much you and fir Robert have contri¬ 
buted to it. As this is not the firft mark of either of your friendfhips to me, 
and that I have often affined you both of the gratefull fence I fhall ever re¬ 
tain for all your favours, I will not enter into repetition of compliments; how¬ 
ever, I beg you will affine fir Robert from me, that nobody can be more 
fenfible, than I am, of his kindnefs on this occafion. I wifh you much joy 
on the poft you are defigned for, which I take for granted, is of your own 
choofing. Poor Burnaby is a good deal difappointed in his expe&ations, ' 
by a propofal the duke of Newcaftle has made to me, about his kinfman, Mr. 

Thomas Pelham. I hope his grace will, upon occafion, make Burnaby fome 
amends. Pie has it fo often in his power to do fuch things, that I hope he 
will do fomething for him. 


THE EARL OF WALDEGRAVE TO THE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 

Exprejfes his obligation to lord Townjhend. 

MV DEAR LORD, Vienna, May 23, 1730. 

J Have received your moft obliging letter of the 24th paft, O. S. and am Waldegrave 
very fenfible of your friendfhip, in the fhare you take in any thing that is Pa P ers> 
fo much to my fatisfaQion, on feveral accounts, moft of them too obvious to Draught. 
trouble you with here. You have obliged me extreamly in what you. tell me 
vol. 11. part 11. 4 U about 
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Townfliend 

Papers. 


Draught. 
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about lord Townfliend, he did not fay the leaft word of himfelf, and in his. 
letter, he rather difclaimed the merit of it, than otherwife; tho’ I was at the 
fame time fatisfied, it was in a great meafure owing to him. I fhould have 
been very glad to have been able to do what you defire for young Dayrolles, 
with whom I am very well fatisfied, but I was before engaged by the duke of 
Newcaftle for his kinfman, who has ferved fome time of late in the fame poft, 
but of this, I defire you will take no notice till you hear it from others, for I 
was recommended fecrecy. 

LORD TOWNSHEND TO M. DE BOUSSET. 

On his rejignation. 

MONSIEUR, Whitehall, May 12, 1730. 

r J' l OUTES les fois que j’ay ete a Hanover j’ay reconnu en V. E. une ami- 
tie ft ouverte et fi fincere a mon egard, que je ne f^aurois me difpenfer de 
vous faire part dela refolution que je vais mettre en execution pour me retirer 
des affaires fans manquer au refpedt que je vous dois, et a la confiance, qui a 
ete etablie entre nous. La longue et penible maladie que j’ay eu il y a pref- 
que quatre ans, m’a tellement affoiblie la conftitution du corps, que j’en ay ref- 
fenti de terns en terns depuis lqs terribles fecouffes. Cette diminution des 
forces m’ayant rendm’moins capable de fodtenir le grand faix des affaires; 
j’ay ete oblige de fonger a la retraite. Et en ayant demande la permiffion au 
roy, fa majefte a eu la bonte de me l’accorder de la maniere la plus gracieufe 
du monde. Ainfy d’abord que les feances du parlement feront finies je me 
demettrai de ma charge, et me retirerai a ma campagne, pour foigner ma fante, 
et jouir un peu de repos apres les grandes fatigues que j’ay effuyees. 

V. E. entendra peut etre quelques autres raifons de ma demifflon, mais mes 
frequentes indifpofitions m’en ont infpiree la premiere penfee. Cependant 
j’avouerai a V. E. que quelques degout que j’ay eus par rapport au chevalier 
Walpole ont beaucoup fortifie cette refolution. - • 

J’ay pourtant le plaifir de voir que ma retraite ne ehangera rien aux affaires 
publiques, puifqu’il n’y a pas le moindre doute que meffieurs les freres Wal¬ 
pole ne pourfuivent fermement les memes priocipes et les memes mefures qui 
ont ete fuivies jufqu’a"cette heure, J’efpere que V. E. ne defapprouvera 
pas une refolution qui mene v6tre bon et fidele ami a quelque delaffement de 
corps et d’efprit apres les longues travaux d’un employ trop onoreux pour un 

vale- 
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valetudinaire. Je me rejouirai toujours de fouvenir de notre amide, et en 
toute fituation ou je me trouverai je ferai ravi d’avoir encore des occafions de 
marquer le refpeQ, et la fincerite avec lefquels je fuis. See.' 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO M. STEIN. 

On his rejignation. 

MONSIEUR, Whitehall, May 5—16, 1730* 

T ’Interet que depuis que j’ay l’honneur de vous connoitre, vous m’avez paru 
prendre a tout ce qui me regarde, m’engage a vous communiquer la re- 
folution que j’ay prife de me retirer des affaires d’abord que le parlement fe 
feparera. II y a quelque terns que ma fante, qui, depuis ma grande maladie, 
n’a ete gueres affermie, m’a fait fonger a la retraite et a me fouftraire aux fa¬ 
tigues d’un employ qui ne eonvient nullement a un valetudinaire. Je vous 
avoue que la froideur qui eft furvenue depuis entre le chevalier Walpole et 
moy a contribue a me determiner fur le parti que je vais prendre. Cependant 
vous devez etre perfuade que je ne me ferois jamais refolu a quitter le fervice, 
£ je n’etois bien feur que mon eloignement ne caufera aucun changement ici 
par rapport aux affaires generales. Je dois rendre cette juftice a Meffrs. 
Walpole qu’ils font entierement difpofes a s’en tenir aux principes que nous 
avons fuivis jufqu’a prefent, et je fuis convaincu que les allies duroy n’auront 
jamais fujet de fe plaindre de 1 ‘eur conduite. S. M. m’a accorde fa permif- 
fion de me retirer de la maniere la plus obligeante du monde, et l’a accom- 
pagnee des temoignages les plus gratieux de fa bonte pour moy. J’ay pris la 
liberte de l’affurer que je ferois toujours pret a fournir les eclairciffements 
dont il me jugeroit capable par raport a fes affaires. Comme je n’ay rien de 
cache pour vous, j’ay cru devoir vous faire ce detail; je vous prie pourtant 
de ne le communiquer a qui que ce foit. 


LORD TOWNSHEND TO M. SLINGELANDT, PENSIONARY OF 

HOLLAND. 

Announces his rejignation. 

jyjONSIEUR, apres tant de marques que nous nous fommes donnes d’une 
confiance reciproque dans le cours d’une fi longue amide, V. E. aura 
lieu d’etre furprife que vous aimant et vous honorant comme je.fais, je ne 

4 u 3 vous 
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Townihend 

Papers. 

Draught* 
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Period IV. REV. DR. CONYERS MIDDLETON* TO THE HON. THOMAS 
172710 1730. 

--- * TOWNSHEND. 

Condoles xvith him on the death'of lord Town/hend. 

DEAR SIR, Cambridge, June 1738, 

F gives me a very fenfible concern, to be called fo unexpectedly to the me¬ 
lancholy talk of condoling with you on the death of lord Townlhend; for 
befides the .lhare which I lhall always bear in every inftance of grief, which 
can poffibly reach you, I have in this a part of my own, and find myfelf pe¬ 
culiarly affected by the lofs of a great man, who did me the honour of inviting 
me to his friendlhip, and by the authority of his good opinion, help’d to allay 
thofe prejudices which were unjuftly conceiv’d againft me. As I had been 
p'leafing myfelf with the thoughts of fpending fome agreeable days this fummer, 
in his lordlhip’s converfation, fo I am now touched with a kind of remorfe, 
and condemn myfelf as it were of a fin for having never taken the oppor¬ 
tunity of teftifying my duty and gratitude for the marks which he had given 
me of his favour. But inftead of adminiftering comfort to you, which was my 
defign at fetting down, I am fhewing only that I want it myfelf; yet were I 
never fo much at cafe on the occalion, I fhould fpare myfelf that trouble, when 
I refleft that I am writing to one whofe good fenfe and knowledge of the World 
both ancient and modern, can never fuffer him to afflidt himfelf beyond what 
is natural, for any accident which cannot be retrieved. It is impoffible indeed 
that the fudden death of a kind and worthy parent, fhould not be greatly 
fhqcking to one of your affe&ionate temper; yet that very circumftance of 
its being fudden, which generally adds weight -to the firft alfaults of grief, 
feems to have fomething in it, upon recolleQlon, which tends rather to alleviate 
it. For it was the common wilh, we know, of the wife and great in all ages, 
to fall as his lordfhip did, by the firft ftroke as it were of the executioner, with¬ 
out paffing through the lingring tortures of a fick bed, or living to fully the 
luftre of a noble character, and finking by a kind of metempfychofis even be¬ 
fore death from the man into the animal. 

This was lord Townfhend’s cafe. He had borne a principal part in the 
public counfels of the nation, with the glorious charafler of being the patron 

of 


# The celebrated author of the Life of Cicero. 
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of its laws and liberties, till fatiated with honours, and tired with the hurry of Period IV. 
affairs, he withdrew himfelf to the liberal ufe and enjoyment of his private / 
fortunes, where he gave a fhining pattern to the nobility, of a virtuous hofpi- 1730. 
table fplendid life, and having left a numerous iffue to the propagation of his 
name, and the imitation of his virtues, was removed without tailing pain or 
licknefs, to that fuperior happinefs, which is deflined to the friends and bene- 
fa&ors of mankind. So that if a fubjedt of the firft eminence, were left to 
carve his fortunes by his wifhes, I do not know what he could wilh more 
happy or more honorable than the life and death of lord Townfhend. This 
is the refledlion which people will naturally make on his lordfhip’s death. I 
wifh that it could help to relieve any part of that grief, which you now feel for 
it j but beg of you at leaft to take it as it is meant, for a teftimony of that ho¬ 
nor and refpedl, which I bear to you and your family, which your favors have 
given you a right always to expedt from, &c. 


END OF VOLUME THE SECOND. 


